This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at  http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


Sai  aaaip.i 


HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


i 

■J 


TWENTY-SIX  WEEKLY  NUMBERS.— AUGUST  TO  FEBRUARY,  1837-8. 


THE 


BOSTON 


MEDICAL     AND     SURGICAL 


\.  JOURNAL. 


EIXnItljP'.BY   J;    V.    C.    SMITH,   M.D. 


VOLUME    XVII; 


B.     CI^APP,     JR.     PROPRIETOR     AND     PUBLISHER. 


OOBHBH  or  WAIBIHOTOV  AVD  nUthiil.lN    °TMt  K. 

1838. 


Digitized  by  VjOOCwC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


rN'DEX* 


Opium,  large  doses  in  rheumhti^mf  44, 94/ 
139,  173,  202,  315,  394  •  ,       ' 

•        •    -       ' 

Palmer,  Dr.  D.    Case  of'DOD-secretion.of 

lirine,  1'^ 
Paralysis,  treatment  of,  258 
Patliulogy,  Abyssinian,  145 
Penis,  amputation  of,  197 ;  cancer,  245 
Pepperel!  insane  a8yliRn,<242 
Pliarmacy,  Collnge  of;:3l05 
Phrenology,  171 ;  Sowall's,  53;  amative- 

ness  versus,  155 
'  Phthisis,  influence  of  climate  on,  31^;  la-  ^ 

ryngeal,  3(>8 
Physick,  Dr.  P.  S.  death  of,  383 
Physicians,  mohiplicity  of,  387 
Physiological  lectures,  177 
Pickcit,  Dr.  N.  B.     Dicrvilla  Canadensis, 

&c.  378 
Pill,  laxative^  403 

PUigue,  49  ;  speci6c,  (TG  ;  in  Germany,  194 
Polypi  in  meatus  auditorius  externus,  235 
Portal,  Dr.  Placido.     Case  of  demonoma- 

nia,  8 ;  cancer  of  the  penis,  245 ;  success 

of  various  remedies,  22*3 
Polhos  foetid  a,  192 
Poultice  for  ulcers,  81 
Pregnancy,  extra-uterine,  twice,  76 
Prichard  on  insanity,  288 
Prize  questions,  97 
Psychodinamist,  131 

Puerperal  convulsions,  21 ;  sore  moath,  83 
Purpura,  large  bleedings  in,  162 

^  Quack  journals,  81 
'    Quacks,  illiterate,  14G 
Questions  in  medicine  and  anatomy,  417 

Ranney,  Dr.  W.  R.  on  erabryolic  influ- 
ences, 56 
Remedies,  various,  success  of,  223 
Rheumatism,  opium  in,  44,  94, 139,  173, 

202,  315,  394 
Rhinoplasiic  operation,  Dr.  Warren's,  225 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  prize  dis- 
sertations of,  117, 133,  149,  277,  293 
Richmond,  medical  college  at,  402 

Salt,  as  a  remedy  in  cholera,  143 

Savery,  |)r,  C.  A.     Abscess  of  the  liver,  55 

Scald-head,  treatment  of  by  M.  Jadelot,  5 ; 
creosote  in,  83 

Scalds,  treatment  of,  205 

Scarlatina,  Dr.  Ingalls's  letter  on,  161, 239  j 
notice  of,  382  ;  colchicum  in,  402 

School,  medical,  at  North  Boston,  17 

Science,  triumphs  of,  370 

Sea-weed,  esculent,  new,  146 

Secale  cornutum  in  hemorrirages,  98 

Septum  narium,  malformation  of,  272 

Sewall's  Phrenology,  53 

Sewell,  Dr.  J.  Coses  of  double  amputa- 
tion, 231 

Smallpox,  226;  and  vaccination,  222,  290  ; 
in  Lowell,  325  ;  in  Woodstock,  Vt.  384  ; 
among  the  Indians,  386 

Snake,  poison  of  in  *a  goat's  milk,  146 


Soda  fountain,  natural,  161 
Somnambulism  at.Piovidence,  ^ 
St.  Croix  for  invalids,  18 ;  diseases  of,  34 
Stone,  Andrew,  on  transmission  of  yaccine 

virus,  32 
Strabismus,  with  double  vision,  253 
Strychnine,  effects  of.  402 
Suicide,  from  sympathy,  258 

Tannin,  properties  of,  204 

Taste,  experiments  on  the  sense  of^'317 

Teeth,  re'insertion  of,  66 

Thomsoni^nisni)  306 

Thomsonian  convention,  322 

Thurston,  Dr.  W.  T.  Canna  cocoin«a,  381 

Thymus  gland,  enlargement  of,  50 

Tinea  capitis,  treatment  of,  162 

Toes,  amputation  of,  255 

Tootliakcr,  Dr.  S.  A.  on  medical  botany,  58 

Transylvania  Medical  School,  67 

Treatment,  mechanical,  200 

Triplels,  and  locked  headii,  case  of,  301 

Trusses,  report  on,  59,  162, 187,  220,  284 

Tubercles  in  various  organs,  419 

Tumor,  large,  extirpation  of,  66,  131, 177, 

242 
Tumors,  abdominal,  111 
Turkey,  naval  surgeons  in,  386 
Turkish  quarantine,  173. 
Turtle,  longevity  of,  82 

Ulcer  pbullicc,  81 

Urethra,  stricture  of,  cured,  341 

Urine,  non-secretion  of,  138 ;  incondoencd 

of,  207 
Uterine  inflammation  and  sphacelation,  233 

Vaccination,  controlling  power  of,  222, 290 
Vaccine  virus,  transmission  of,  31 
Vagina,  laceration  of,  85 
Veins,  introduction  of  air  into,  142 ;  Tari- 

cose,  cure  of,  33d 
Venesection  in  scarlatina,  239 
Verminous  irritation  simulating  other  dis* 

eases,  313 
Vermont    Asylum   for  the   Insane,  352; 

Academy  of  Medicine;  275 
Vertebral  column,  trepanning  of,  66 
Vesication  by  a  new  method,  258 
Virginia,  University  of,  209 
Vomiting,  singular  case  of,  138 

Warren,  Dr.  J.  C.      Letter  from  Europe, 
229;  on  American  crania,  249 

Washington  Medical  College,  176 
^- Water,  pure,  307 

West  Indies,  consumption  in,  160 

Western  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  176 

Western  Journal  of  Medicine,  114 

Wbitridge's  address,  62 

Wiiloughby  Medical  College,  introductory 
lecture  at,  319 

Worcester  District  Medical  Society,  418  ; 
lunatic  hospital  at,  128 

Wound,  gun-shot,  singular,  354 

Vale  College,  medical  degrees  at,  83'\  '^ 


Digitized  by 


Googte 


v.. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 

VOL.  XVIT.]  Wedkesdat,  August  9,  1837.  [NO.  1. 


TREATMENT  OF  SCALD-HEAD, 

£MPI.OTED   BT  M.  JADBLOT,  AT  THB  CHILDREN'S   HOSPITAL,  PARIS. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  number  of  works  has  been  published  on  the  treat- 
ment of  tinea,  the  majority  of  which  has  served  no  olher  purpose  than 
to  introduce  to  the  notice  of  practitioners  a  variety  of  empirical  reme- 
dies, which  they  still  employ,  although  most  of  them  have  long  since 
been  demonstrated  to  possess  lillle  or  no  value.  The  researches  of 
Willan  and  his  successors  have  made  us  acquainted  with  the  elementary 
lesions  which  characterize  tinea,  and  have  established  a  classification 
which,  at  least,  has  the  practical  merit  of  showing  that  each  species  of 
this  complaint  requires  a  separate  method  of  treatment,  while  it  explains 
why  a  great  number  of  remedies  were  successful  in  certain  cases^  and 
failed  in  others. 

According  to  the  classification  adopted  by  Brett,  Rayer,  Cazenave, 
and  Schedel,  the  terra  "  tinea  "  comprehends  several  cutaneous  affec- 
tions which  have  their  seat  in  the  hairy  scalp.  The  forifi  of  vesicle 
constitutes  the  elementary  lesion  in  one  species,  producing  eczema. 
The  other  form  appears  as  the  result  of  a  pustular  eruption.  The 
latter  sometimes  assumes  a  peculiar  character,  becoming  assembled  to- 
gether in  what  are  called  "  favi,"  and  thus  produce  the  true  porrigo. 
The  more  mild  forms  of  tinea  constitute  the  two  varieties  of  impetigo, 
which  almost  always  attack  both  the  scalp  and  the  face  at  the  same 
time.  It  is  to  the  latter  that  the  treatment  of  M.  Jadelot  is  applicable, 
the  tinea  favosa  generally  requiring  the  much  more  tedious  and  expen- 
sive method  of  cure  professed  by  the  "  Brothers  Mahon,"  in  whose 
hands  it  still  remains  a  secret. 

In  many  cases  the  simple  forms  of  tinea  readily  yield  to  the  treat- 
ment which  is  commonly  employed  ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  in 
many  other  cases  they  are  extremely  rebellious.  It  addition  to  this  it" 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  uncertainty  and  length  of  the  treatment  in 
general  use  have  very  often  the  effect  of  preventing  the  children  of  the 
poorer  class  (to  which  they  almost  exclusively  belong)  from  having  re- 
course to  any  medical  advice  whatever.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
is  desirable  to  find  a  method  of  treatment  which  shall  at  once  be  cheap, 
and  not  require  the  length  of  time  that  is  generally  employed.  That  of 
H.  Jadelot,  though  but  little  known,  has  the  merit  of  possessing  the 
above  advantages,  and  we  can  bear  testimony  to  its  efficacy,  from  hav- 
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iDg  seen  it  employed  with  considerable  success  at  the  Hospital  its  Enr 

fans  Malades, 

When  the  eruption  presents  any  o(  the  characters  of  an  acute  affec- 
tion, M.  Jadelot  commences  by  combatting  these  with  cataplasms,  with 
frequent  lotions  of  some  emollient  fluid  (decoction  of  mallows,  be), 
with  baths.  When  the  chronic  stage  has  arrived,  he  first  removes  the 
crusts  by  an  application  of  poultices,  continued  for  two  or  three  days  ; 
the  hair  is  then  closely  shaved,  and  this  latter  operation  is  performed 
twice  a  week  during  the  course  of  the  treatment. 

The  child's  head  must,  now,  be  washed  twice  a  day  with  the  follow- 
ing lotion  :     Sulphuret  of  potassium,  one  drachm  ;  water,  one  pint. 

And  after  each  ablution  a  thin  layer  of  the  following  liniment  should 
be  applied  over  the  diseased  spots :  R.  Sulphuret  of  potassium,  three 
drachms  ;  soap,  two  drachms ;  oil  of  pavo,  six  ounces ;  oil  of  thyme, 
one  scruple. 

Havine  liquified  the  soap,  dissolve  the  sulphuret  of  potassium  in  the 
oil,  and  inen  add  the  volatile  oil.  The  liniment  alone  is  often  suficient 
for  the  cure  of  recent  cases  of  eczema  and  impetigo.  The  lotion,  how- 
ever, aids  and  abridges  the  treatment. 

When  the  children,  in  addition  to  tinea,  are  affected  with  some  other 
cutaneous  eruption,  it  will  be  right  to  employ  sulphur  baths  ;  or,  when 
the  parents  are  too  poor  to  have  recourse  to  the  latter,  ablution  of  the 
affected  parts,  with  the  sulphuretted  lotion  above  mentioned,  may  be 
substituted  in  their  place.  Since  the  first  of  January,  1837,  M.  Jadelot 
has  submitted  fifteen  girls,  affected  with  tinea,  resident  in  the  hospital, 
and  all  the  out-patients,  to  this  method  of  treatment.  The  mean  time 
required  for  a  cure,  which  was  generally  obtained,  varied  from  eight  to 
fifteen  days.  In  a  single  case  the  treatment  was  prolonged  to  two 
months. 

As  to  tinea  favosoy  properly  so  called,  the  same  method  employed  in 
a  few  cases,  was  always  attended  with  a  notable  improvement,  and,  pro- 
bably, would  have  triumphed,  at  length,  over  the  obstinacy  of  the  com- 
plaint, had  circumstances  permitted  its  being  continued  for  six,  twelve, 
or  even  eighteen  months,  the  time  often  required  for  the  cure  of  this 
disease  by  the  celebrated  treatment  of  the  "  Brothers  Mahon." — Gaz. 
Med,  de  Paris. 


ASTHMA  THYMICUM. 

The  following  case,  from  the  London  Lancet,  illustrates  a  disease  which 
has  lately  been  noticed  by  different  individuals  in  England,  and  which 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  very  uncommon  among  us.  It  has  been  called  by 
some  "  Laryngismus  Stridulus,"  and  by  others.  Asthma  Thymicum. 

"  The  infant  child  of  Mr.  R.,  of  Queen  street,  Cheapside,  between 
eight  and  nine  months  old,  affected  with  hooping  cough,  was  frequently 
seized  with  sudden  and  alarming  fits  of  suffocation,  but  which  lasted  only 
for  a  few  minutes.  On  one  of  these  occasions  I  was  hastily  sent  for, 
the  parents  thinking  their  child  to  be  in  a  dying  state,  but,  on  my  arri- 
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val,  the  attack  had  auhsided,  leaving  the  little  patient  apparently  as  well 
as  usual.  1  imagined  that  some  viscid  noucus,  adhering  to  the  rima 
glottis,  had  been  the  cause,  and  that  the  separation  of  it  had  afforded 
equally  sudden  relief.  Frequent  alarming  and  sudden  attacks  have  sub- 
sequently recurred,  and  subsided  before  mcdk^al  attendance  could  be 
procured.  However,  on  Friday  last,  although  the  child  was  improving 
m  its  general  health,  and  the  hooping  cough  was  much  abated,  without 
any  previous  appearance  of  indisposition,  another  of  these  attacks  oc- 
curred, and  in  a  few  minutes  the  infant  was  a  corpse.  I  had  permission 
to  examine  the  body,  when  I  found  that  the  only  deviation  from  a  nor* 
mal  state  was  an  enlargement  of  the  thymus  gland,  which  filled  the 
whole  of  the  anterior  mediastinum,  |)ressing  upon  the  bronchial  tubes, 
the  inferior  portion  of  the  gland  covering  the  apex  of  the  heart,  and  be- 
ing firmly  adherent  to  the  pericardium,  which  contained  more  fluid  than 
usual.  The  lining  membrane  of  the  trachea  was  slightly  vascular,  as  it 
always  is  in  hooping  cough,  but  I  found  no  other  appearance  of  disease. 
The  gland  weighed  eight  drachms  and  five  grains,  but  the  structure  was 
natural.  Wm.  Hughes. 


CASE  or  EPILEPSY. 

Januart,  1837,  a  negro  girl  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  brought  from 
an  adjoining  county,  to  Professor  Dudley,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  an  operation  performed  on  her  head.  The  apology 
fbrthe  visit,  with  the  specified  object,  was  offered  in  distressing  epileptic 
convulsions  ;  a  consequence  of  an  injury  done  the  cranium  in  the  early 
part  of  September  last.  The  girl  was  engaged  with  the  windlass  of  a 
well,  drawing  water,  when  the  iron  crank  escaped  from  her  hands,  and 
inflicted  several  successive  blows  upon  the  right  side  of  the  head,  about 
the  centre  of  the  parietal  bone — knocking  her  down.  There  was  no 
external  manifestation  of  a  wound,  the  integuments  being  simply  con- 
tused. In  a  very  few  days  the  injury  was  followed  by  fits  of  the  epi- 
leptic order,  recurring  almost  hourly,  and  continuing  from  six  to  ten 
minutes,  when  they  suddenly  retired.  These  decided  evidences  of  ner- 
vous derangement  continued  up  to  the  time  she  came  to  Lexington  for 
relief  by  the  trephine.  Professor  Dudley  has  operated  upon  a  number 
of  cases,  wherein  epilepsy  followed  injuries  of  the  head ;  in  some  in- 
stances removing  depressed  fragments  of  bone,  and  in  others  evacuating 
collections  of  water,  both  from  without  and  within  the  dura  mater^  the 
treatment  resulting  in  complete  success.  The  attending  surgeons  of  this 
patient  thought  the  case  a  proper  one  for  such  treatment.  Professor 
Dudley  examined  her,  and  could  detect  no  evidences  of  a  state  of  things 
demanding  the  application  of  instruments,  with  the  exception  of  a  puffy, 
di3eased,  and  painful  condition  of  the  scalp  over  and  about  the  original 
seat  of  the  blows.  She  complained  of  constant  pain  in  the  head,  and 
her  intelleot  was  not  disturbed  except  during  the  paroxysms  of  pain.  She 
was  in  the  hands  of  a  physician,  as  well  as  of  a  surgeon — and  the  na- 
ture of  the  malady  was  examined  upon  philosophical  principles,  with 
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acate  and  skilful  judgment.  She  was  of  an  age  when  an  injury,  not 
very  serious  otherwise,  might  have  caused  in  the  particular  sex,  a  dis« 
Curbance  of  the  digestive  organs — which  tn'x^hi  result  in  the  manifest 
symptoms.  The  hepatic  functions  were  clearly  arrested,  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent,  while  a  disguised  train  of  the  symptoms  of  hysteria 
were  not  less  prominent.  A  medical  treatment  was  at  once  adopted- 
she  was  ordered  purgative  medicine,  to  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a 
week,  composed  of  calomel  and  aloes,  aa  grs.  viij.  with  light  regimen, 
consisting  of  milk  and  bread,  potatoes,  turnips,  carrots  and  fruits,  all 
well  cooked.  The  design  being  to  pursue  this  practice  some  six  weeks, 
or  two  months,  and  then,  should  no  alleviation  be  perceived,  to  cut  down 
through  the  injured  parts  to  seek  the  cause  of  the  disease  in  the  bead. 
Two  doses  of  the  medicine  were  not  exhibited,  when  a  most  happy  im- 
pression was  made  on  the  disease.  An  immediate  subsidence  of  all  the 
fits,  with  direct  improvement  of  the  head,  followed  the  three  first  days  ; 
while  rapid  and  undoubted  return  of  health  continued  to  be  manifested 
up  to  the  time  she  left  town — some  three  weeks  after  the  practice  was 
instituted.— Tramy/Danta  Med.  Jour. 


CASE  OF  DEMONOMANIA,  WITH  CEREBRAL  DISTURBANCE. 

BT  PLACIDO   PORTAL,   M.D.,   ETC. 
{Trmnilated  from  tlie  lullan,  Tor  tbe  Medical  and  Sargical  Journal.] 

Rosa  Cinexis,  a  cotmtrywoman  aged  36,  of  a  nervous  temperament 
with  a  bilious  idiosyncrasy,  of  feeble  constitution,  ordinary  stature,  dark 
complexion,  black  hair,  eyebrows  and  eyelashes,  small  forehead,  ches- 
nut  eyes,  contracted  pupils,  aquiline  nose,  and  large  mouth,  was  in  1830 
received  for  the  second  time  into  the  Royal  Madhouse  at  Palermo,  la- 
boring under  furious  demonomania.  The  cerebral  attacks  were  renew- 
ed three  or  four  times  a  week,  and  with  constantly  increasing  violence. 

A  thorough  examination  being  instituted,  there  was  not  found  upon 
the  surface  of  her  body  the  least  trace  of  previous  disease,  except  some 
herpetic  spots,  apparently  superGcial,  upon  the  head.  In  this  obscurity 
as  to  the  cause  of  her  madness,  we  with,  difficulty  traced  it  back,  in  the 
account  given  by  her  parents,  to  a  sudden  retrocession  of  the  honey- 
comb scab,  with  which  she  had  been  affected  ;*  and  they  further  stated 
that  she  had  had  no  children  from  her  marriage,  and  for  several  years 
bad  sufTered  from  prolapsus  of  the  vagina,  but  without  positive  distur- 
bance from  it.  Notwithstanding  this,  while  she  was  in  our  establish- 
ment the  catamenia  were  regular ;  the  disease,  during  the  same,  being 
wholly  unaltered,  both  in  form  and  intensity. 

In  commencing  the  treatment,  we  clearly  saw  the  necessity  of  recall- 
ing upon  the  head  the  receded  scab ;  and  employed,  though  vainly, 
every  means,  topically  and  generally.     Yet  in  order  to  weaken  the 

•  In  connection  with  thia  moat  interenlng  circumsUnee,  I  may  mention,  aa  lomewhat  rare,  an  In- 
aUnee  within  my  knowledge,  of  a  child,  now  6  or  7  years  old,  idiotic,  or  rather  nnn  compos,  ftom 
her  second  year,  when  a  "  scabby  eruption,**  npon  the  head  chiefly,  disappeared  daring  a  comae  of 
matment  by  direct  applleatloDa.^TaAifiLAToa. 
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ibroe  of  the  morbid  paroxysms,  and  to  guard  against  injury  to  the  brain 
from  the  great  afflux  of  blood  at  those  times,  bleeding  in  the  feet  was 
advised, and  leeches  were  applied  to  the  mastoid  processes  ;  yet,  though 
the  blood  flowed  abundantly,  no  beneGt  was  obtained.  Nor  was  any 
advantage  derived  from  the  administration  of  drinks  with  tartarized  anti* 
mony,  tartrated  lemonade,  pediluvia  of  very  hot  water  with  mustard 
and  vinegar,  sinapisms  to  the  thighs  and  legs,  general  tepid  batiis,  and 
the  application  of  ice  in  a  bladder  upon  the  head,  according  to  the  re* 
percussive  method.  The  patient,  nevertheless,  ate,  digested  food  well, 
and  the  alvine  dejections  took  place  naturally. 

In  the  cerebral  attacks  one  most  curious  phenomenon  observed,  was 
ber  irresistible  instinct  for  beating  her  head  violently  upon  the  pavenient, 
or  against  the  walls  of  her  apartment,  thinking  thus  to  drive  away  the 
devil  from  her  body,  as  she  held  him  to  be  the  first  mover  of  all  her 
suffering.  And  indeed,  wonderful  to  relate,  instead  of  experiencing 
pain  and  discomfort  from  such  a  proceeding,  she  appeared  to  derive 
pleasure  from  it,  never  being  heard  to  complain.  The  force  with  which 
she  dashed  her  head  against  the  walls,  was  such  as  to  lacerate  the  in- 
teguments, and  produce  contusions,  which  being  attended  with  extrava- 
sations of  blood,  occasioned  uneven  tumors  between  the  hairy  scalp  and 
the  aponeurotic  cap.  Nor  did  the  frightful  scene  ever  end  without  fre- 
quent and  deep  sighs,  which  were  followed  by  a  calm,  and  a  depression, 
such  as  follows  protracted  disease ;  and  this  continued  as  long  as  the 
exhaustion. 

In  order  to  break  the  vicious  chain  of  such  a  morbid  habit,  she  was 
confined  by  the  straight  waistcoat ;  a  means,  the  mere  sight  of  which 
attests  the  disadvantages  which  terror  brings  with  it  in  all  ordinary  ma- 
niacs. Nevertheless,  it  was  not  in  th6  least  regarded  by  Cinexis.  Nor 
was  it  omitted  to  make  her  sleep  in  a  dark  and  secure  chamber ;  also  in 
a  cradle  invented  by  Baron  Pisani,  the  praiseworthy  director  of  the 
establishment.  But  no  good  resulted  from  these  expedients,  for  the 
patient  was  hardly  released  from  her  confinement,  before  she  hastened 
again  to  beat  her  head  upon  the  pavement. 

It  is  to  be  noticed,  that  every  time  the  accessions  were  repeated,  the 
face  became  red,  the  eyes  sparkling,  the  pupils  contracted,  the  pulse 
quick  and  vibrating,  and  the  whole  body  affected,  as  if  by  general  con- 
vulsions. At  such  periods  she  first  wept,  shrieked,  and  screamed,  call- 
ing people  to  her  aid,  and  then  abandoned  herself  to  her  unfortunate 
habit ;  and  if,  from  being  watched,  she  could  not  effect  this  at  the  mo- 
ment,  she  studied  to  do  it  at  another  time,  when  supposing  herself  free 
and  alone.  This  vicious  association  of  automatic  determinations,  so  to 
call  it,  seems  to  me,  in  fact,  not  to  depend  upon  the  will ;  but  to  con- 
stitute the  principal  symptom  of  insanity  so  inveterate,  as  well  as  a  prin- 
cipal obstacle  to  the  cure.  Our  patient,  because  prevented  from  dash- 
ing ber  head  against  the  wall,  passed  immediately  to  the  strotigest  acts 
of  fury,  and  soon  after  fell  to  weeping.  During  this  her  face  became 
convulsed,  and  her  physiognomy  showed  tl>e  marks  of  profound  grief. 

The  hairy  scalp  has,  from  the  repeated  bniiang,  besides  being  strong- 
}j  adherent  to  the  subjacent  bones,  become  almost  of  a  horny  cootist- 
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ence ;  and  in  the  parts  most  exposed,  namely,  the  occipital  and  parietali 
baldness  already  appeai*ed.  And  here  let  it  be  considered,  that  ordina- 
rily such  contusions  upon  the  head  render  themselves  in  some,  nay, 
many  cases,  formidable  or  fatal.  From  the  delicate  structure  of  the 
brain  and  its  membranes,  they  are  capable,  at  such  times,  of  feeling 
more  sensibly  than  any  other  parts  of  the  body,  the  effects  of  the  mor- 
hid  vital  concentration,  and  this  phlogistic  turgidlty  always  introduces  us 
to  a  terriGc  scene.  Not  so  with  the  repeated  contusions  in  our  patient. 
There  resulted  from  these,  external  tumors  with  extravasation  of  blood ; 
for  the  cure  of  which,  resolvents,  so  called,  being  found  useless,  we 
have  been  exceedingly  aided  four  times,  in  the  course  of  eighteen 
months,  by  large  incisions,  which  always  gave  escape  to  some  confined 
clots  of  blood.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  madness  of  Cinexis  was  never 
observed  to  diminish  in  intensity  during  the  external  disease,  while  the 
other  patients  in  the  establishment  haire  recovered  their  reason  when 
cured  by  external  affections,  and,  these  last  being  healed,  lost  it  again. 

As  to  the  influence  of  the  seasons  and  of  atmospheric  changes  in  the 
production  or  aggravation  of  such  cerebral  disorders,  we  learn  from  Hip- 
pocrates, Aretaeus  and  Celsus,  that  furious  mania  is  developed  more  pe- 
culiarly in  summer  and  in  autumn ;  and  from  others  we  learn  that  mel- 
ancholy manifests  itself  in  autumn,  and  insanity  in  winter.  As  great 
cold,  80  again  great  heat,  of  the  seasons  affects  the  insane  disadvantage- 
ously*  In  our  above-mentioned  establishment  we  have  noticed  a  thou- 
sand times  a  sensible  change  in  the  unfortunates  at  the  blowing  of  the 
mountain  wind.  Charles  Xl.  lost  his  reason,  only  by  being  exposed  to 
the  strong  rays  of  the  sun ;  and  this  same  Cinexis,  when  in  summer  the 
south  winds  blew,  especially  the  noisome  sirocco,  that  paragon  of  the 
simoom,  fell  quickly  into  more  frequent  cerebral  accessions  ;  the  propen- 
sity to  beat  her  head  redoubled ;  while  nothing  in  that  state  afforded  her 
relief  but  cold  affusions  upon  the  head,  and  cold  fomentations  according 
to  Schmucker's  method  ;  the  douche  being  tried,  but  never  with  ad- 
vantage. 

In  October,  1833,  she  was  seized  with  a  diarrhoea  so  obstinate 
against  every  remedy  (antispasmodics  and  astringents  being  given,  the 
former  to  assuage  the  disease,  and  the  latter  to  repair  the  consequences), 
that  the  poor  creature  lost  her  strength,  and  became  greatly  prostrated. 
Nor  was  benefit  derived  from  such  a  diarrhoea,  which  in  our  other  pa- 
tients, by  making  of  the  intestines  a  centre  of  revulsion,  as  it  were,  and 
diminishing  the  afflux  to  the  brain,  always  mitigates  the  accesses  of  the 
malady  ;  on  the  contrary,  in  her  it  has  not  only  increased  the  frequency 
of  the  paroxysms,  but  has  even  rendered  them  more  intense,  augment- 
ing the  evil  propensity  above  mentioned. 

[The  narrative  of  the  case  here  terminates;  the  memoir,  from  which 
the  above  was  extracted,  being  published  at  this  stage  of  it.  In  the 
report  of  the  autopsy,  published  subsequently,  it  is  merely  prefaced 
that  the  patient  at  no  time  complained  of  pains  in  the  jchest,  nor  suf- 
fered froni  fever,  nor  bloody  or  purulent  expectoration :  but  that  she 
gradually  emaciated,  the  tendency  to  beat  ber  head  at  the  same  time 
ceasing.    The  author  attributes  much  of  the  mori>id  lesion  discovered 
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post  mortem,  to  a  chronic  phlegmasia  cbmmencTDg  witfa  the  rappres* 
aion  of  the  diarrhoea  above  mentioned. — Translator.] 

Cadaveric  Autopsy  of  Rosa  Cinexis, — This  took  place  on  the  Ist  of 
March,  1834,  that  is,  69  days  after  the  publication  of  the  above  memoir. 
Death  occurred  the  day  before. 

External  appearances. — General  emaciation ;  remarkable  want  of 
rigidity  in  the  muscles  of  the  lower  extremities ;  lesions  from  pressure 
over  the  trochanters  and  os  sacrum ;  vibices,  or  gangrenous  marks  on 
the  dorsum  of  the  left  foot ;  superficial  herpetic  spots  upon  the  head  ; 
baldness,  and  scars  from  Ibe  repeated  incisions  over  the  left  parietal 
boue  ;  the  hairy  scalp  hard,  and  adherent  to  the  subjacent  bone. 

Head. — Scalp  extremely  hard,  and  as  it  were  cartilaginous  under  the 
knife,  adherent  to  the  left  parietal  and  the  occipital  bone  ;  no  change  of 
color  or  consbtence  in  the  external  lamina  of  the  bones ;  a  marked 
prominence  of  the  sagittal  suture ;  depression  of  the  temporal  bones, 
occipital  protuberance  sufficiently  developed ;  the  pericranium  harder 
and  thicker  than  natural ;  the  cranial  bones  white  as  ivory,  hard  and  des« 
litute  of  diploe,  but  more  thickened  and  solid  at  the  parts  which  had 
been  most  beaten  ;  in  the  internal  lamina,  the  furrows  corresponding  to 
the  large  vessels  ramifying  in  the  dura  mater,  were  little  pronounced. 
Between  the  cranium  and  dura  mater  there  was  about  half  a  pint  of  se- 
rosity  ;  the  glandulae  Pacchioni  enlarged ;  the  vessels  of  the  dura  ma- 
ter dilated  and  injected  with  blood,  the  arachnoid  similarly  injected,  and 
indurated,  especially  in  the  portion  corresponding  to  the  left  anterior  and 
posterior  lobe  of  the  cerebrum,  where  the  injection  was  very  remarka* 
ble.  In  the  superior  longitudinal  sinus  there  was  found  a  false  mem- 
brane like  a  lumbricus,  four  inches  long,  and  as  thick  as  a  writing  quilly 
slightly  transparent,  and  enclosing  a  yellowish  matter  of  the  consistence 
of  the  white  of  an  egg ;  while  a  tissue  of  very  fine  filaments  connect- 
ed the  false  membrane  with  each  hemisphere  of  the  btain,  the  sinus 
being  generally  much  distended  with  bloody  coagula.  The  lateral  sinus 
was  dilated  to  three  times  the  normal  size,  and  exhibited  a  soft,  polypous 
concretion. 

The  cortical  substance  of  the  brain  was  soft,  and  somewhat  dark-col- 
ored, while  the  contiguous  medullary  portion  was  very  white,  and  so 
bard  as  to  resist  strongly  to  the  touch  ;  and  the  blood  dripped  from  it, 
which  is  observed  only  in  cases  of  organic  lesion.  The  corpora  striata 
and  callosum,  and  the  optic  thalami,  were  found  natural.  A  little  serosi- 
ty  was  collected  in  the  ventricles ;  the  pineal  gland,  somewhat  enlarged, 
presented  the  color  of  roasted  coflee.  Finally,  the  cerebral  nerves,  es- 
pecially the  optic,  were  lucid,  resisting,  and  thicker  than  ordinary  ;  the 
medulla  oblongata  and  spinalis,  natural. 

Chest. — ^The  costal  pleura  somewhat  reddened  throughout ;  the  lungs 
in  some  points  gray,  in  others  livid,  more  voluminous  than  ordinary  ; 
their  substance  suppurated,  and,  particularly  in  the  left  lung,  entirely 
gone.  The  heart  in  a  natural  state,  but  in  its  left  ventricle  were  found 
coagula,  and  two  yellow  polypi  as  large  as  filberts ;  the  large  vessels 
natural. 

AhiMnen. — The  omentum  reddish,  with  spots  of  a  brownish  red ;  the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


19  Identity  f  Skep  and  Dreaming. 

mesentery  of  a  similar  appearance,  and  its  glands  varying  from  the  size 
of  French  beans  to  that  of  filberts.  The  intestines  red  externally  and 
distended  with  air,  especially  the  ileum  and  colon  ;  their  mucous  mem- 
brane slightly  red  ;  the  stomach  containing  many  worms  ;  the  gall-blad- 
der full  of  bile;  the  liver  harder  than  ordinary;  and  the  spleen  and 
pancreas  of  ordinary  size.  The  kidneys  were  atrophied,  three  inches 
long  and  an  inch  and  a  half  thick,  of  a  figure  nearly  cylindrical,  with 
their  internal  substance  white,  lardaceous,  cerebriform,  and  yielding  to 
the  knife  with  difficulty.  The  ureters  were  natural ;  the  bladder  very 
small,  its  internal  mucous  metnbrane  full  of  remarkable  sugar,  and  indu- 
rated, with  the  bloodvessels  varicose,  especially  in  the  posterior  part  cor- 
responding to  the  rectum. 

Genital  organs, — The  external  parts  natural,  except  the  prolapse  of 
the  vagina.  The  uterus  atrophied,  of  the  size  of  a  chesnut,  as  hard  as 
cartilage  throughout,  and  very  white  ;  the  os  tincae  sufficiently  small  and 
contracted,  and  sprinkled  with  red  spots.  The  internal  structure  of  the 
uterus  degenerated,  indurated,  and  the  mucous  membrane  sprinkled  with' 
red  spots.  The  ligaments  and  ovaries  were  indurated  also,  the  ligaments 
being  lucid,  like  mother  of  pearl. 


IDENTITY,  SLEEP  AND  DREAMING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — ^The  case  of  Somnambulism  that  lately  appeared  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  presents  some  topics  (or  speculation  which  may 
not  be  unprofitable  to  bring  before  your  readers. 

The  following  questions  have  suggested  themselves  to  me,  as  tnost 
worthy  of  consideration. 

1st.  How  was  personal  identity  aflfected  by  his  state  ? 

2d.  What  was  the  actual  condition  of  the  intellect  ? 

3d.  How  did  it  differ  from  sleep,  from  dreaming,  from  the  wak- 
ing state  ? 

4th.  What  relation  did  it  bear  to  certain  forms  of  insanity  ? 

5ih.  Can  any  inference  be  drawn  from  these  phenomena,  explanatory 
of  the  connection  between  mind  and  body  ? 

Our  notion  of  personal  identity  arises  from  a  similar  process  of  the 
mind  lo  that  which  gives  us  the  idea  of  extension  or  duration.  It  is  in 
consequence  of  the  continued  observation  of  what  passes  within  us,  as 
the  latier  is  of  what  passes  without.  Every  act  of  sensation  or  voli- 
tion ,s  accompanied  with  an  idea  different  from  that  sensation  or  voli- 
tion tself.  This  idea  is  a  new  sensation  ;  it  is,  that  the  mind  feels  or 
wills,  independent  of  what  it  feels  or  wills.  And  this  feeling  is  what 
constiiuies  consciousness.  The  continued,  uninterrupted  observation 
that  the  mind  feels,  or  acts,  constitutes  identity  while  it  lasts.  When 
consciousness  of  our  feelings  or  actions  is  suspended,  and  again  renewed, 
it  is  in  consequence  of  memory  acting  on  attending  circumstances,  that 
gives  rise  to  the  belief  that  we  are  the  same  persons  that  have  siich  and 
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sucb  thoughts  and  feelings^  and  will  to  do  such  and  such  actions  now, 
who  foriiierly  thought  add  willed  differently.  The  infant  remembers 
not  to-day,  what  took  place  yesterday,  or  very  imperfectly  ;  hence  its 
personal  identity  varies  as  often  as  it  sleeps.  Hence  we  cannot  recol- 
lect what  took  place  in  early  childhood.  And  it  is  not  till  after  two  or 
three  )  ears'  experience,  that  we  learn  to  connect  the  present  with  the 
past,  when  a  period  of  suspended  consciousness  has  intervened.  The 
process  by  which  it  is  effected,  is  as  follows.  We  6rst  learn  by  means 
of  personal  identity,  continuing  from  moment  to  moment,  from  hour  to 
hour,  to  remenjber  during  short  intervals,  and  by  the  law  of  association, 
when,  by  the  continuity  of  consciousness,  from  a  similar  impression 
being  made  on  the  mind  now,  that  was  made  ten  minutes  ago,  we  are 
led  to  infer  that  it  was  produced  by  the  same  cause  that  produced  the 
former ;  should  consciousness,  after  the  6rst  impression,  be  suspended 
ten  minutes,  and  then  return  and  receive  the  second,  it  would  suggest 
(the  similarity  being  recognized)  that  the  same  person  saw  the  former, 
that  now  sees  the  latter.  Thus  Giles  Scroggins,  when  be  slept  in  the 
cart,  came  near  losing  his  personal  identity,  because  some  of  the  cir- 
cumstances that  surrounded  him  when  be  lay  down,  were  not  present 
when  he  awoke,  and  though  enough  remained  to  place  him  in  doubt 
and  eventually  rempve  the  difficulty,  he  might  well  exclaim,  am  I 
Giles,  or  am  I  not  ? 

This  continued  observation  of  the  mind's  thoughts,  feelings,  and  actions, 
is  analogous  to  what  takes  place  when  we  receive  the  idea  of  extension. 
To  illustrate  this,  let  us  suppose  two  pieces  of  board,  each  a  foot  square, 
placed  six  inches  apart.  The  difference  between  them  and  a  single 
piece  is  at  once  evident.  They  are  two  identities.  The  eye,  looking 
towards  thetn,  rests  on  an  interval  of  space  long  enough  to  give  no  idea 
at  all,  or  a  different  one  from  what  it  was  just  now  contemplating.  In 
either  case  it  recognizes  a  difference,  a  break  in  the  chain  of  continuity, 
while  in  reality,  so  far  as  visible  properties  are  concerned,  there  is  as 
much  reason  to  consider  them  a  thousand  pieces  instead  of  two,  for 
no  two  particles  of  matter  in  them  are  in  complete  juxtaposition.  And 
if  they  are  viewed  at  a  distance  so  great  as  to  render  the  visual  angle 
imperceptible,  they  would  appear  one  and  united.  It  is  evident,  then, 
that  the  idea  of  identity  and  extension  in  both  cases  arises  from  similar 
conditbns.  In  the  last  it  is  from  consciousness  observing  nearly  the 
same  ideas  in  consequence  of  very  slight  changes  wrought  in  the  brain 
by  external  sensation.  In  the  first  it  is  from  consciousness  observing 
continually  that  itself  feels,  judges  and  acts,  whenever  the  brain  is  acted 
upon  from  within  or  witliout,  and  made  to  undergo  any  change  of 
state,  in  its  healthy  condition. 

If  we  now  suppose  a  change,  or  a  succession  of  changes,  in  the  state 
of  the  brain,  so  sudden  or  total  as  to  suspend  the  power  of  conscious- 
ness to  observe  them,  a  void  will  appear  in  personal  identity,  just  as  in 
the  idea  of  extension.  When  this  change  takes  place  from  activity  to 
inactivity  of  the  brain,  sleep  exists.  Consciousness  is  then  no  longer 
manifested,  because  there  are  no  changes  taking  place  in  the  brain,  of  a 
nature  to  excite  feeling?  or  ideas,  which  are  the  necessary  condidoD  by 
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which  its  ex'istence  is  made  known  to  us.  When  consciousness  has 
been  %choUy  suspended,  that  is,  when  sleep  has  been  perfect^  should  the 
activity  of  the  brain  return  in  part,  it  will  constitute  dreaming ;  but  the 
person  who  dreams  now,  knows  nothing  of  the  person  who  a.  few  houis 
before  made  use  of  the  same  brain  and  same  bodily  organs  to  think,  to 
perceive,  and  to  act.  The  brain  may  pass  into  all  the  states  it  was  ever 
in  befonsy  and  may,  in  consequence,  suggest  to  the  new  consciousness, 
the  same  ideas  that  it  suggested  to  the  old  consciousness,  but  they  will 
appear  as  new  ideas,  and  will  be  unattended  with  the  impression  that 
they  have  been  in  the  mind  before.  Ideas  are  to  tlie  different  states  of 
the  brain  what  words  are  to  thing?  ;  the  names  of  these  states,  in  one 
sense.  Should  this  consciousness  continue  until  the  brain  b  fully  roused 
to  activity  in  all  its  parts,  to  sensation,  as  well  as  reflection,  be  will  ra 
member  the  dream,  and  then,  by  means  of  memory  ami  association  act- 
ing on  surrounding  circumstances,  having  bis  identity  restored,  he  will 
correct  what  is  false,  and  learn  to  consider  it  as  nothing  but  a  dream. 
Should  consciousness  be  again  wholly  suspended,  be  will  remember  no- 
thing, everything  would  remain  as  if  he  had  not  dreamed,  except,  pen- 
baps,  bis  sleep,  from  having  been  imperfect,  may  have  been  less 
refreshing. 

But  it  may  be  objected  that  an  idea  suggested  by  reflection  which 
has  been  in  the  mind  before,  would  restore  identity  as  well  as  one  from 
direct  sensation.  This  is  true.  But  it  must  be  appreciated  as  one 
springing  from  memory.  Now  this  cannot  be  done  unless  the  brain  be 
in  the  same  state  of  irritability,  for  every  idea  recurring  from  memory,  is 
less  vivid  than  when  excited  by  the  sensible  object  itself,  and  it  is  this 
feeling  of  indistinctness  which  enables  us  to  distinguish,  token  other  cir" 
cumstances  are  umnting^  between  an  idea  recalled  by  memory,  and  that 
produced  by  a  sensible  object,  or  first  exciting  cause  itself.  When  the 
irritability  of  the  brain  is  increased,  it  requires  less  of  the  stimulus  of 
suggestion  to  recall  an  idea ;  and  when  recalled,  it  may  be  as  vivid  as 
when  first  perceived.  Thus  in  the  case  before  us,  the  young  man  re- 
'  membered  things  which  he  could  not  when  awake  ;  and  both  the  ideas 
suggested  by  memory,  and  those  arising  from  imagination,  seemed  pre- 
sent  realities.  But  the  ideas  of  one  paroxysm  recurring  in  subsequent 
ones  were  rightly  estimated,  because  the  irritability  was  the  same,  and 
the  intensity  of  the  suggesting  principle  being  relatively  weaker,  pro* 
duced  a  state  of  the  brain  analogous  to  what  takes  place  in  ordinary 
recollection. 

It  appears,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  the  brain  may  pass  from 
one  stage  of  excitement  into  a  higher  stage,  without  loss  of  personal 
identity ;  provided  the  changes  are  so  gradual,  as  to  allow  consciousness 
to  take  cc^nizance  of  them  severally.  It  appears,  also,  in  the  second 
place,  that  when  identity  is  lost,  it  is  restored  by  memory,  limited  by  this 
essential  condition,  viz.  a  return  to  some  grade  of  irritability  in  which  it 
had  existed  in  conjunction  with  its  former  lost  identity.  These  observa* 
tions  are  illustrated  by  what  takes  place  in  certain  forms  of  insanity.  A 
large  number  of  insane  persons,  who  have  been  highly  excitedi  preserve 
a  dietinot  lecollectioo  of  occurrences ;  others  recollect  them  as  tba  eveoti 
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of  a  dream ;  others  aeem  to  have  been  wholly  loeC ;  having  been  kisane 
for  moDtbs,  the  transactions  immediately  preceding  their  disorder  will 
appear  to  them  to  have  been  done  but  yesterday.  Could  the  history  <^ 
these  tast.be  traced,  tliey  would  be  found  to  have  slept,  or  met  with  a 
sudden  revulsion  of  ideas,  before  losing  identity. 

There  is  yet  another  consideration  which  might  be  urged,  and  which 
would  render  the  intervention  of  memory  in  all  cases  unnecessary.  If 
the  physical  condition  of  the  brain  for  every  id^a  is  6ied  and  constanti 
as  tliere  is  every  reason  to  belicFe,  why  may  not  physical  causes,  acting 
on  it,  suggest  fixed  ideas  ?  Thus,  if,  when  the  brain  is  in  a  certain  state, 
a  certain  idea  is  felt,  whenever  it  Jalls  into  that  state  again,  whether  from 
a  moral  or  physical  cause,  the  same  idea  will  be  felt. 

in  applying  this  reasoning  to  the  case  in  question,  we  find  no  difficulty 
in  conceiving  how,  consciousness  being  suspended,  identity  was  divided^ 
forming,  in  fact,  two  persons.  Tliis  is  siio'wn  by  his  remembering  ia 
paroxysms  only  what  took  place  rn  previous  ones,  and  remembering  ia 
the  day  time  nothing  that  occurred  during  the  paroxysms.  The  chief 
difficulty  is  in  conceiving  how  his  mind  returned  uniformly  to  the  same 
idea  or  train  of  ideas,  after  regular  intervals.  This  difficulty  is  obviated 
if  we  consider  the  law  of  association  as  belonging  to  the  brain,  not  to 
the  mind,  or  the  ideas  themselves  considered.  Separate  from  that  organ, 
they  are  but  names,  but  words  for  things.  They  are  suggested  to  con- 
sciousness by  certain  modes  of  activity  of  the  brain,  and  carviot  exist 
without  the  brain's  action.  While  that  action  continues,  they  continue  ; 
when  it  ceases,  they  cease,  according  to  the  conditions  of  our  present 
mode  of  existence.  The  law  of  association  regulates  this  action  ;  it  be* 
longs  to  the  brain  and  the  whole  nervous  system,  and  may  be  seen  in 
muscular  motion  as  well  as  in  reasoning.  It  bounds  and  limits  the  pow«r 
which  the  immaterial  spirit  has  over  the  material  frame.  When  con* 
aciousness  wills  to  move  towards  a  given  point,  it  acts  on  the  nerves  of 
the  spinal  marrow  but  in  obedience  to  this  law.  Its  efibrts  to  combine 
the  action  of  the  muscles  are  imperfect  at  first,  and  become  better  di- 
rected in  proportion  as  it  becomes  better  acquainted  with  this  law.  So 
when  it  wills  to  arrive  at  a  certain  conclusion,  it  acts  on  the  nerves  of 
the  brain.  Its  attempts  to  combine  tlieir  action  are  at  first  imperfect, 
but  improve  as  it  gains  experience,  from  the  same  cause. 

That  the  ideas  that  arose  in  his  mind  in  the  state  of  son^nambulism, 
were  the  result  of  the.  action  of  the  brain  simply,  is  evident  from  the 
consideration,  that  had  they  arisen  from  consciousness,  identity  could  not 
have  been  destroyed.  For  how  could  consciousness  recall  ideas  from  a 
state  in  which  it  did  not  exist,  or  one  consciousness  from  another.  But 
the  brain,  the  material  organ,  when  set  in  tune  was  ready  to  give  forth 
the  same  harmonious  notes  for  which  its  structure  had  adapted  it  from 
the  beginning. 

The  law  of  association  is,  then,  a  physical  law,  not  a  mental  one.  It 
was  a  return  of  the  brain  to  a  certain  physical  conditipn,  after  periodical 
times,  that  brought  with  it,  in  the  case  of  the  somnambulist,  the  idea  of 
the  ship  in  the  exact  condition  in  which  he  left  her  the  night  before. 
And  to  fulfil  the  cotiditioBs  of  ihia  kw,  it  was  noceasafjr  that  the  bfain 
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and  whole  nervous  system  should  pass  through  all  the  changes  it  experi<* 
enced  during  the  24  hours.  And  we  might  as  well  ask  why  the  convu^ 
sive  fits  occurred  late  in  the  afternoon,  or  why  they  were  followed  at  the 
close  by  intensity  of  vision,  as  to  ask  vtrhy  the  idea  of  the  ship  followed 
the  idea  of  waking  out  of  sleep.  The  idea  of  the  ship  coupled  with  the 
idea  of  waking  at  the  commencement  of  the  paroxysm,  was  similar  to 
the  idea  of  the  ship  coupled  with  the  idea  of  going  to  sleep  at  the  close 
of  the  previous  one.  But  it  is  evident  the  ideas  themselves  did  not 
suggest  each  other.  It  was  the  states  of  the  brain  giving  rise  to  them 
that  succeeded  each  other,  by  a  law  of  nature.  The  brain  was  retracing 
its  steps,  as  it  were,  passing  by  slow  gradations  out  of  a  state  closely 
resecnbiing  that  into  which  it  passed  (from  a  full  perception  of  the  ship, 
and  attending  circumstances)  some  20  hours  before.  It  is  owing  to  the 
same  law,  that  a  state  in  which  vomiting  attends,  follows  concussion  of 
the  brain,  epilepsy  precedes  apoplexy  under  certain  conditions,  and  per* 
baps  convulsions  precede  eruptions  on  the  skin  in  many  instances. 

The  feeling  of  self-existence,  the  sensation  of  drowsiness,  which  he 
knew  by  experience  attended  the  waking  out  of  sleep,  suggesting  that 
he  had  slept ;  the  sensation  of  the  ship,  and  of  the  condition  in  which 
be  left  her,  and  the  feeling  that  he  was  master  of  her ;  the  sensation  of 
a  necessary  change  in  her  situation  in  some  respects,  during  the  inter- 
val, suggested  by  experience  ;  or  rather  the  successive  changes  in  the 
state  of  the  brain  corresponding  to  these  feelings,  were  the  elements 
that  preserved  •his  personal  identity  from  one  period  to  another,  and  re- 
commenced the  fancy  dream  which  had  been  interrupted.  The  respec- 
tive states  of  the  brain  for  the  suggestiiig  terms  of  the  above  series,  had 
been  last  in  coexistence,  or  immediate  succession  with  each  other,  and 
consequently  the  states  of  the  brain  for  the  suggested  terms  of  the 
series  were  the  most  likely  to  arise  from  association. 

It  might  be  added,  in  this  connection,  that  the  appearances  which  be 
manifested  to  the  bystanders  confirmed  this  supposition.  The  sudden- 
ness with  which  consciousness  was  suspended  on  retiring  to  bed,  corres- 
ponded with  the  suddenness  of  its  restoration,  when  he  arose  the  follow- 
ing morning  ;  while  the  feeling  of  drowsiness  which  he  exhibited  when 
be  said,  <<  now  I  will  go  down  and  turn  in,"  at  the  close  of  the  parox- 
ysm, had  its  parallel  in  the  sighing  (query,  yawning  ?)  and  motions  which 
in  a  gradual  manner  preceded  his  conversation,  at  the  commencementi 
suggesting  the  idea  of  one  awaking  out  of  sleep. 

The  phenomena  witnessed  in  other  cases  of  somnambulism  and  ec- 
static mania,  can  be  reconciled  only  to  this  view.  But  I  have  not  in- 
stanced them,  because  I  thought  it  useless  to  multiply  examples,  or  to 
fill  this  communication  with  what  had  been  read  a  thousand  times  before. 
In  the  above  remarks  I  have  endeavored  to  throw  light  on  a  question 
which  has  given  rise  to  a  ^reat  diversity  of  opinion,  and  which  is  still  in 
a  very  unsettled  state.  Without  asserting  that  all  the  difficulties  may 
be  removed,  it  will  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  to  add,  that  when  the 
part  which  the  brain  performs  in  the  process  of  sensation,  reflection  and 
volition,  is  better  understood,  they  will  be  materially  lessened.  We 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the  terms  brain  and  mindi  in  a  very  in- 
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determinate  and  vague  manner.  We  speak  of  the  former  as  the  instru- 
ment through  which  the  mind  acts,  without  attempting  to  ascertain  what 
the  one  or  the  other  does  ;  indeed  we  are  told  that  this  knowledge  is 
beyond  the  sphere  of  our  faculties.  It  may  be  so.  But  surely  tliere 
can  be  no  harm  in  pushing  the  inquiry  to  the  utmost  extent  of  that 
sphere.  Then,  if  we  have  not  succeeded  in  our  search  for  light,  we  shall 
have  at  least  the  consolation  of  having  rendered  darkness  visible.  Our  in- 
ternal consciousness  reveals  to  us  one  series  of  facts,  which  we  are  com- 
pelled to  regard  as  true.>  Another  series  of  facts  are  revealed  fo  us  by 
physiology  and  pathology,  having  tbe  same  authority.  By  comparing 
these  last,  so  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the  nervous  system,  with  the 
first,  we  may  make  an  approximation  towards  ascertaining  the  functional 
limits  of  that  mysterious  principle,  which,  united  to  matter,  gives  it  form, 
mobility,  sensation  and  reflection. 

If  the  above  observations  prove  acceptable,  I  shall  in  another  commu- 
nication consider  the  bearing  of  this  case  on  the  other  questions  proposed, 
in  as  brief  a  manner  as  tbe  nature  of  tbe  subject  will  admit. 

B.  D.  H. 

Note. — ^The  expression  in  the  statement  of  the  case,  "  came  home 
to  Gloucester, "  is  incorrect.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
could  connect  the  word  Gloucester  with  the  idea  of  home.  It  does  not 
accord  with  the  other  symptoms  mentioned,  and  particularly  with  some 
others  that  were  not  published  ;  which  were  manifested  when  his  con- 
versation turned  upon  his  family,  friends  or  neighbors,  in  which  he  ap- 
peared unable  to  trace  a  similar  relation.  It  was  probably  a  slip  of 
the  pen. 
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NORTH    BOSTON   MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 

On|i  city  certainly  boagts  of  superior  facilities  for  affording  instruction  in 
medical  science.  It  will  be  observed  by  the  advertisement  in  our  Jour- 
nal, that  a  number  of  medical  gentlemen  in  the  north  part  of  our  city 
have  procured  a  commodious  room  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  pupils, 
who  will  be  conducted  through  a  systematic  course  of  medical  education. 
They  offer  advantages  certainly  inferior  to  none  of  those  similar  institu- 
tions which  for  the  last  few  years  have  been  so  generally  and  liberally 
patronized  among  us.  There  will  be  opportunities  for  the  pupils  to  have 
daily  observation  of  disease  at  the  room,  where  gratuitous  advice  will  be 
given.  This  will  be  an  important  advantage,  and  one  which  ought  to  be 
appreciated  by  medical  pupils.  We  regard  the  rapid  multiplication  of 
these  institutions  as  an  interesting  fact.  If  rightly  conducted,  they  can- 
not fail  to  supply  our  ranks  with  physicians  of  cultivated  minds — men 
whoahall  be  devotees  of  science^who  will  carry  with  them  into  the  la- 
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boriotts  routine  of  medieal  practice  settled  habits  of  enlightened  obsenr*- 
tion — with  men  who  will  be  zealous  to  add  contributions  to  that  cause 
which,  above  all  others,  should  be  progressive — the  cause  of  relieving 
suffering  humanity.  At  a  period,  too,  when  our  community  is  flooded 
with  charlatanism  and  imposing  quackery,  we  cannot  but  wish  a  hearty 
God-speed  to  all  who  will  use  exertions  to  furnish  an  enlightened  and 
high-minded  medical  profession. 


JTu  Boilon  Medical  and  Surf^al  Jotiraoi.— ^With  this  No.  commences 
the  ieventeerUh  volume  of  the  Journal.  It  seems  but  a  little  while  ago 
that  we  entered  upon  what  was  then  considered  the  improvident  oxperi- 
ment  of  publishing  a  medical  hebdomadal.  Monthlies  and  quarterlies 
had  each  of  them  failed  in  Boston  for  want  of  patronage.  When,  there- 
fore, a  weekly  one  was  proposed,  it  was  thought  by  those  who  are  al- 
ways wise  in  the  affairs  of  others,  that  it  would  still  more  speedily  have 
its  quietus.  We  do  not  deny  that  we  have  had  pecuniary  losses  to  con- 
tend with,  owing  to  the  negligence  of  those  who  seem  to  imagine  they 
are  bestowing  liberal  patronage  in  taking  the  work,  though  they  never 
pay  till  absolutely  compelled.  Again,  changes  of  times  are  continually 
affecting  the  condition  of  individuals  ;  and  many  on  whom  we  relied  at 
the  beginning  of  this  medico-literary  undertaking,  both  for  matter  and 
money,  have  been  gathered  to  their  fathers,  while  we  are  still  toiling  on, 
as  ambitious,  we  trust,  as  in  by-gone  years^  to  live  a  life  of  usefulness. 

So  far  as  the  circulation  of  this  publication  is  concerned,  it  is  doing 
well.  No  scientific  periodical  can,  in  the  constitution  of  things,  be  very 
profitable.  Into  whatever  hands  the  Journal  may  fall  at  some  future  day, 
we  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  continue  to  be  regarded  as  an  important 
medium  of  communication  between  the  members  of  the  profession,  and 
as  an  efficient  agent  in  maintaining  their  proper  rank  and  usefulness  in 
our  country. 


St,  Croix  for  Invalids, — Dr.  Tuckerman  having  completed  his  obser- 
vations, in  our  Journal,  upon  the  Island  of  St.  Croix,  as  a  residence  for 
invalids,  which  have  since  been  embodied  in  a  neatly  executed  pamphlet, 
it  is  our  special  object,  in  this  place,  to  call  the  attention  of  all  classes  of 
readers,  but  particularly  sick  travellers,  to  the  facts  and  reasonings  of 
this  friend  of  the  human  race.  Being  himself  infirm,  and  having  visited 
nearly  all  parts  of  Europe,  no  person  could  be  better  qualified  to  analyze 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  existing  in  places  which  have  long 
been  resorted  to  by  those  in  search  of  health,  than  Dr.  T.  He  has  care- 
fully weighed  every  circumstance  with  the  exactness  of  a  philosopher, 
and  the  accuracy  of  an  accountant.  Besides  the  minutest  meteorological 
tables,  kept  by  his  own  hand,  which  we  have  ever  seen  from  the  West 
Indies,  he  tells  us  the  price  of  board,  the  fee  for  using  a  pony,  and,  in 
fact,  all  that  sort  of  information  is  imparted  within  the  compass  of  a  few 
pages,  which  would  be  of  immense  importance  to  an  invalid  stranger. 

It  is  not  only  quite  fashionable,  but  really  necessary,  for  physicians  to 
send  some  of  their  patients  to  tropical  climates.  As  St.  Croix  is  begin- 
ning to  take  a  high  rank  as  a  depot  for  foreigners,  during  the  violence  of 
a  northern  winter,  Dr.  Tuckerman 's  pamphlet  seems  to  be  called  for  ; 
and  we  take  pleasure  in  recommending  it  to  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
reaiar.     Whatever  is  thera  writtea  nsay  be  relied  upoD,  as  the  author 
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has  bnt  one  single  objeet  liefore  him  in  life— the  bappinese  oF  his  fellow 
men.  It  should  be  kept  on  sale  at  all  the  bookstores  in  the  Atlantic 
cities. 

Loui$inUe  JVet0  Medical  School, — It  is  said  that  a  gentleman  of  Boston 
has  received  a  flattering  proposition  to  take  the  chair  of  surgery  in  this 
contemplated  institution,  the  to-be  rival  of  the  Transylvania.  One  thing 
is  certain — if  the  services  of  the  person  alluded  to  are  secured,  the  trus- 
tees may  be  satisfied  that  he  will  prove  himself  fully  competent. 


Poet'Mofiem  Examination  at  Inquests. — In  the  transactions  of  the  New 
Tork  Medical  Society,  we  have  been  gratified  to  notice  that  the  physi- 
cians of  the  Chenango  County  Society  have  had  the  independence  to 
commence  a  reform,  for  which  we  have  been  many  years  contending. 
It  relates  to  remuneration  for  examinations  and  medical  opinions  before 
coroners,  for  which  the  most  eminent  physician  or  surgeon  in  either  of 
the  twenty-four  States  is  now  paid  about  two  and  three  pence  !  though  he 
might  be  compelled  to  dance  attendance,  by  virtue  of  a  subpoena  from 
those  officers,  to  the  loss  of  a  whole  day.  We  do  most  fervently  hope 
that  our  professional  brethren  will  no  longer  submit  to  such  indignity. 
If  services  are  rendered  to  the  public,  let  the  compensation  be  equal,  at 
least^  to  the  value  of  the  time  devoted  to  the  business.  That  advice 
which  is  given  away  is  never  highly  valued.  When  the  next  General 
Court  convenes  in  Massachusetts,  an  eflbrt  should  be  made  to  shape  the 
law  to  the  condition  of  the  times,  in  this  respect. 

Whole  number  of  denths  in  Bomon,  fur  ihe  week  ending  Aug.  5,  36.    Malea,  SO— Females,  16. 

Consumption,  ft— dropsy  on  the  brain,  l—inflammatlon  of  the  lungs,  1—inieniperence, S—marH- 
Boa,  I— smallpoi,  1— chol«ra  infantum^  7— inflammation  on  the  brain,  1— typhus  fever,  S— scrofula, 
1— dyneniery.  1— burn,  1— syphilis,  1 — cancer  of  tbs  stomach  and  ovary,  1 — drowned.  1— pleuritia,  1— 
old  age,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— canker  In  the  bowels,  1—bocping  cough,  1— stillboin,  1. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Tbs  aabscrllMrs  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  Instruction.  A  eonvenient  roooi 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  tJie  students  at  all  hours.  1  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportanities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  and  treatment  of  diseases  In  tica  Dispensary  dia- 
trlcts,  embracing  Wards  1 , 9  and  3,  and  in  eoMs  wkUk  wiU  b»  treated  at  the  roem  daUy. 
Ittstraction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examioativDS  at  leaat  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

Forfurtlier  Information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPIJRAIM  BUCK,       M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  •« 

£.  WALTER  LEACH,  <* 

B»sUm,Jtngwt9,lB37.  BENKY  G.  CLARK,       " 

JOSEPH  JdORIARTY,   *< 

BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

Ths  Annnal  Coarse  of  Lectures  for  1837,  will  commence  the  last  Thursday  in  August  and  continiM 
tkirtem  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       •       -       -        -       H.  H.  CnrLDs,  M.D. 

Patbologjcal  Anatomy,  by----         ...         .         £.  Basti^kit,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  .....         Datid  PALMaa,  M.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by        -       -  -         .         C.  Oawar,  M.D. 

Surgery  and  Physiology,  by  ....  .  .  W.  PAaxaa,  M.D. 

Oeoeral  and  Special  Anatomy,  by       - R.  Watti,  Ja.,  M.D. 

Legal  Medicine,  by       ........  -         -        Hoiv.  HaMavHoaaAao. 

Fee  for  the  Tickets  of  all  the  Professors,  $50.  Those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  at  an 
laeorporated  oiedical  school,  $10.    Graduation,  $16.    Board  not  exceeding  $9  per  week. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  passed  April,  li*37,  iht  Berkshire  Medical  Institn- 
tlon  Is  constituted  an  IndefendeiU  Medical  CoUege^  with  aotliorlty  to  confer  degrees,  and  the  graduatea 
araentltledtoall  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain  to  the  medical  graduatea  or  Harvard 
University. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Massacbasetta  Medical  Society,  nassed  the  3Ist  of  May  last,  the  graduatea  of  the 
Berkshire  Madkal  butiialios,  are  ex  officio  entitled  to  admiaaloB  aa  Fallows  of  said  Society. 

-0.  DEWEY, 
Jalyl9-Si  iVa»4f<*«AMttg. 
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BOYLSTO;^  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

Thi  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appoioted  by  tlw  Pretideat  and  Fellows  of  Hairard  UniTeitttj, 
*    GODiislf  of  the  following  physiciane,  viz. : 

John  C.  Wabkbtt.  M.D.  Obohob  C.  Shattuck,  H.D.         Gbokob  Hatwabo,  M.D. 

RuFOi  WvMAif,  M.D.  Jacob  BiosLOW,  M.D.  Eirocn  Halb,  M.D. 

John  Randall.  M.D.  Waltbb  Channing,  M.D.  John  Wabb.  M.D. 

At  ttae  annual  meeitng  of  the  Committee  on  Wedne<day,  Aagntt  S,  1837,  a  premium  of  fifty  doUan, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Olitbb  Wbnobll  Holmbs,  M.D.  of  Boston,  for  a  dli- 
■ertatlon  on  the  question,  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
it  ?  "  A  similar  premium,  of  the  same  valne,  was  at  the  same  time  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  quesiion.  **  To  what  extent,  and  in  what  places,  has  iutenuiitent  fever  been  lodige- 
notts  ia  New  £n^and  ?  " 

The  following  Prize  Cluestlont  for  the  year  1838  are  before  the  public,  viz. ; 

Ist.  "  What  are  the  auatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fe^er,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
this  disease?'* 

8d.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat,  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation  f  (ErftkewM 
jyv«^e{ar««sm  of  Good.)" 

Dissertations  on  these  sttl\Jects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boeton,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1838. 

The  following  questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1839,  vis. : 

1st.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Rheumatism.*' 

Sid.  ^<  What  Is  Scronila?  and  what  Is  its  best  mode  of  treatment  ?  " 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1839. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  ttae  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  fifty 
dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  encluted  the  autnor's  name  and  place  of  lesidence.  The  same  device 
or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertHtlon  to  which  the  paciiet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  tbey  may  be  obtained. 
If  called  for  within  one  year  after  ihev  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  18*2ti,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz. : 

Ist.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

9d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith. 

BotToN,  AoousT  3,  1837.  A9— 4t  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  newspapers  and  medical  Journals  throughont  the  United  States,  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 

VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Tna  Autumnal  term  of  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine  commences  on  Thursday,  the  lOth  daf 
of  August,  1837,  and  continues  thirteen  weelcs. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,by        -       -      William  Tdllt,  M.D. 
Bnrvery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by        -      Thbodobb  Woodwabd,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by       -        -        -        •       -        -        John  D'Wolp,  Ja.,  A.M. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by        >------        Jambi  H.  Abmsbt,  M.D. 

July96--dt 

MEDICAL  LECTURES  IN  THE  CINCINNATI   COLLEGE. 

Thb  session  commences  the  last  Monday  of  October,  and  ends  the  last  day  of  February. 

Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  by •Dr.  M'Dowbll. 

General  and  Pathological  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by       -       •    Dr.  Obom. 

Surgery,  by -...--       Dr.  Pabjcbb. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children,  by  Dr.  Ritbs. 
Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  -       -       -       -       -    Dr.  Roobbs. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by     ------       Dr.  Habbisoit. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    -  -       -       -       -    Dr.  Dbabb. 

Dissections  and  Practical  Anatomy,  by      -----       Dr.  Tbimblb. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  by      -       -       -    Drs.  Dbabb,  Pabsbb  and  Rivss 

Professor  Parker,  now  in  Europe  for  the  puicbase  of  additional  books  and  apparatus,  will  return  la 
October. 

Dr.  Trimble  will  open  the  rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  Ist  of  October,  and  Prof.  M'Dowell 
will  at  the  same  time  commence  a  preliminary  course  of  Osteology. 

Ex  r a NsBi.— Tickets  for  the  Professors,  $15  each  ;  Matriculation,  $5;  Library  ticket  (optional)  $3 ; 
Hospital  ticket,  $5 :  Anatomical  Rooms,  $10.  Total,  $1S5.  Respectable  boarding  ana  lodging  can 
be  had  at  93  a  week. 

As  we  iiave  no  national  circulating  medium,  the  Faculty  consider  it  proper  to  give  notice,  that  they 
will  receive  from  students,  at  par,  the  current  bank  bills  of  the  diflbrent  States  in  which  they  respec- 
tively reside.  By  order  of  the  Faculty. 

Aug9— 3t  J.  B.  ROGERS,  />«eii. 

THB  BOSTON  MBDfCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  OLAPP,  JR.  at  74  Washinston  Street,  four  doors  south  of  City  Hall,  to  whom  ail  communications 
mast  be  addressed, post-poii.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  contain  ins  the  weekly 
jinmbers  of  the  precedinf  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  t3,00  a 
year  In  advauoe,  $3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  If  not  paid  within  ttae  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  jrocis.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
■attslkcffy  reference.— Poatage  ttae  same  aa  for  a  newipfcper. 
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INGLEBY*S  OBSTETRIC  MEDICINE.* 

We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  thanks  for  this  presentation  copy 
of  Mr.  Ingleby's  work.  Mr.  I.  has  done  so  much  for  medicine  in  its 
midwifery  department,  has  written  so  much  and  so  well  on  many  of  its 
most  important  topics,  that  every  one  at  all  conversant  with  bis  works 
cannot  but  concur  with  those  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  well  as  of 
his  native  country,  who  have  placed  him  amongst  the  ablest  contributors 
to  obstetric  pathology. 

Mr.  Ingleby  presents  his  views  with  great  perspicuity.  He  collects 
and  arranges  his  facts  with  the  closest  regard  to  their  most  im|M>rtant 
bearings,  is  cautious  about  his  inferences,  as  it  regards  the  nature  of  the 
disease  in  question,  and  fairly  states  the  result  of  treatment. 

Mr.  Ingleby's  opportunities  for  observation  have  been  abundant,  and 
it  is  clear  from  his  writings  that  he  has  used  them  well.  We  may  not 
always  agree  with  him  in  doctrine  or  practice,  but  we  always  feel,  if  we 
follow  him  in  both,  we  shall  have  a  safe  guide — one  who  has  been  fre- 
quently over  the  road,  and  carefully  examined  the  objects  on  both  sides, 
or  wherever  and  however  they  have  come  in  his  way.  We  hope  to 
see  his  writings  reprinted  in  this  country,  that  our  students  may  have  the 
benefit  of  so  wide  and  so  well-used  an  experience.  We  thank  the  au- 
thor for  the  pleasure  and  advantage  we  have  derived  from  his  writings, 
and  shall  now  endeavor  to  aflbrd  our  readers  some  notion  of  the  vol- 
ume under  review. 

It  treats  of  the  following  subjects,  under  seven  distinct  sections : 

On  puerperal  convulsions;  on  malposition  of  the  uterus,  ovaria,  blad- 
der, and  urethra,  both  in  the  impregnated  and  unimpregnated  state,  in 
connection  with  retention  of  urine ;  on  obstructions  in  soft  parts  to  the 
progress  of  labor ;  on  the  induction  of  premature  labor  in  cases  of  or* 
ganic  disease  ;  on  laceration  of  the  uterus  and  vagina ;  on  inversion  of 
the  uterus ;  on  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  pregnancy^-tlieir  obscure 
and  deceptive  characters — their  complication  with  disease,  and  the  signs 
which  denote  the  extinction  of  life  in  the  foetus. 

Puerperal  Contmlsions. — After  saying  that  convulsions  occur  most 
frequently  after  or  during  a  first  labor,  and  .giving  the  opinions  of  some 
writers  on  the  nature  of  this  disease,  Mr.  I.  adds,  <<  The  term  *  puer- 
peral convulsions,'  should  be  confined  to  cases  occurring  in  paroxysms 

•  Faett  and  Casat  in  OlMtatrle  Madicina,  with  obaarraUonaon  aome  of  Uia  moat  important  diaaaaaa 
taddaptal^to  flunalaa.     By  J.  T.  Inglaby,  mambar  of  tlia  Soya!  Collafaof  Boxfaona,  London,  dte. 
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aflbcting  the  contractile  tissues  generally,  and  in  many  respects  resem* 
bling  epilepsy,  although  the  attack  cannot  be  regarded  either  as  apoplec- 
tic, epileptic,  or  tetanic,  but  partaking  more  or  less  of  the  characters  of 
each  of  these  diseases." 

Next  of  causes. 

"  The  remote  causes  of  puerperal  convulsions  are  essentially  con- 
nected with  the  uterus,  and  a  nfiorbid  susceptibility  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem. That  pregnancy  and  parturition  are  the  predisposing  causes,  may 
be  fairly  assumed,  since  genuine  eclampsia  arises  in  those  states  of  the 
system  only." 

**  The  immediate  cause  appears  to  be  an  irritable  condition  of  the 
uterus,  sympathetically  reacting  upon  the  muscular  system  through  the 
nerves  of  organic  life." 

The  following  quotation  is  long,  but  contains  so  much  useful  matter 
that  we  do  not  abridge  it. 

^*  Allowing,  therefore,  for  complications  and  variations  of  constitu- 
tions, the  more  important  convulsions  of  the  puerperal  state  may  be  re- 
ferred to  two  principal  and  opposite  conditions  of  the  system  ;  either  an 
excited  or  turgid  state  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  (often  promoted  by 
improper  diet,  and  a  neglected  state  of  the  bowels  during  gestation)  ;  or 
by  loss  of  blood,  as  after  a  dangerous  haemorrhage.  There  is  also  a 
third  state,  subordinate  to  those  just  mentioned,  and  which  seems  more 
immediately  dependent  upon  excessive  sensibility  of  the  uterine  fibres, 
since  it  generally  happens  under  an  irregular  and  highly  painful  action 
of  the  uterus  during  its  dilatation.  Not  only  does  the  attack  usually  oc- 
cur during  first  pregnancies,  but,  what  is  remarkable^  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, almost  always  when  the  presentation  is  natural." 

'^  That  convulsions  have  frequently  occurred  in  connection  with  oede- 
matous  states  of  the  system,  accords  with  experience.  But  is  it  not 
more  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  medical  science  to  consider  both 
complaints  as  the  eflfect  of  a  common  cause,  viz.  an  embarrassed  circu- 
lation, ratlier  than  to  regard  the  one  as  the  consequence  of  the  other  ? 
It  has  been  aflSirmed  that  this  disease  reigns  epidemically,  connected, 
probably  (as  Andral  observes),  with  electrical  states  of  the  atmosphere, 
acting  primarily  on  the  nervous  system  and  producing  cerebral  excite- 
ment. The  particular  influence  of  the  air  is  alluded  to  by  those  accu- 
rate writers,  Drs.  Smellie  and  Denman.  Madam  Lachapelle  remarks, 
*  when  one  of  our  women  is  taken  with  convulsions,  we  rarely  fail  to 
have,  soon  afterwards,  others  in  the  same  state ;'  a  fact  also  stated  by 
Ramsbotham,  who  says,  ^  I  have  repeatedly  remarked,  among  the  nu- 
merous patients  of  the  Royal  Maternity  Charity,  as  well  as  among  others 
to  which  I  have  been  accidentally  called,  that  several  cases  have  occur- 
red soon  after  each  other.'  This  condition  of  the  atmosphere  has  been 
referred  to  by  other  eminent  writers.  A  variety  of  other  causes,  of  a 
subordinate  kind,  are  mentioned  by  authors." 

Periods  of  occurrence. — ^These  are  four. 

1st.  During  pregnancy. 

2d.  During  labor. 

3d.  After  delivery  of  child. 

4th.  After  delivery  of  placenta. 
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^  When  arising  prior  to  the  accession  of  labor,  the  attack  is  almost  in- 
variaUj  preceded  by  disarrangement  of  the  sensoriral  functions,  denoted 
by  some  of  the  following  symptoms :  drowsiness ;  a  sense  of  weight  in 
the  head,  especially  in  stooping;  beating  and  pain  in  the  head;  redness 
of  the  conjunctivae  ;  numbness  of  the  hands,  flushing  of  the  face,  and 
twitching  of  its  muscles ;  irregular  and  slow  pulse ;  ringing  in  the  ears ; 
heat  in  the  scalp  ;  transient  but  frequent  attacks  of  vertigo,  with  musc» 
volitantes,  or  temporary  blindness  ;  derangements  of  the  auditory  nerve ; 
embarrassment  of  mind  and  speech  ;  an  unsteady  gait,  constipation,  and 
oedematous  swellings.  There  is  sometimes  pain  in  the  epigastrium— a 
very  characteristic  symptom,  vomiting,  and  other  marks  of  gastric  dis- 
order. It  is  also  said  that  a  sense  of  weight  and  pain  has  been  experi- 
enced in  the  hypogastric  region.  Restless  nights,  when  associated  with 
thirst,  feverishness,  and  deranged  circulation,  have  not  unfrequently 
proved  the  precursors  either  of  apoplexy,  convulsions,  or  haemorrhage 
at  the  close  of  pregnancy,  or  a  morbidly  increased  action  of  the  cere- 
bral vessels  in  the  puerperal  state." 

Such  symptoms  require  prudential  physical  and  moral  treatment. 
Especially  should  they  be  regarded,  and  the  state  of  the  patient  equally 
so,  though  these  symptoms  may  exist  in  a  very  slight  degree,  in  a 
second  pregnancy,  the  first  having  been  preceded  by  convulsions. 

'<  When  the  lower  extremities  become  materially  oedematous  in  the 
latter  mouths  of  pregnancy,  in  women  of  unimpaired  constitutions.  Dr. 
Hamilton  confidently  declares  that  '  copious  bleeding  alone  prevents  the 
occurrence  of  convulsions,  either  before  or  during  labor.'  Denman, 
again,  speaks  in  commendation  of  bleeding,  In  the  following  terms : 
'  Bleeding  is  known  to  lessen,  in  a  very  material  manner,  all  the  com- 
plaints in  pregnancy  which  arise  from  uterine  irritation.  It  is,  therefore, 
I  may  say,  universally  recommended  in  all  cases  where  these  convul- 
sions exist,  or  are  to  be  apprehended.'  Generally,  however,  as  deple- 
tion is  now  practised,  its  efficacy  in  removing  the  paroxysm,  and  permit- 
ting gestation  to  proceed,  is  either  not  acknowledged,  or  not  yet  estimat- 
ed according  to  its  high  and  practical  importance." 

Premonitory  symptoms  of  convulsions  are  rare  when  the  disease 
occurs  during  labor,  according  to  Mr.  I.  Still  more  rare  of  attack  after 
delivery.  Nor  has  Mr.  I.  found  the  disease  under  such  circumstances  so 
fatal  as  Dr.  Ramsbotbam  has  remarked  ;  and  Velpeau  and  Collins  say 
the  same  with  Mr.  I. 

One  of  the  forms  of  convulsions  referred  to  has  the  name  anaemia 
applied  to  it,  from  its  depending  on  loss  of  blood  as  its  main  cause. 
This  is  a  very  fatal  form,  and  though  occurring  in  the  midst  of  extreme 
exhaustion,  is  often  very  violent  in  its  character.  In  what,  we  would 
ask,  does  this  differ  from  the  spasmodic,  convulsive  movements  which 
precede  death  from  haemorrhage  under  other  circumstances  than  the 
puerperal  ?  Is  it  not,  in  fact,  a  part  of  the  act  of  dying,  the  violent 
effort  made  by  the  body  (still  possessing  much  power),  in  consequence  of 
the  sudden  loss  of  the  vital  fluid,  of  that,  which  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances contributes  indirectly  indeed,  but  so  necessarily,  in  preserving  the 
balance  of  actions  in  the  whole  body.    The  treatment  is  obvious  in  this 
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form.  We  resort  at  once  to  stimulants  actively  and  freely;  *'bat 
opiuij)/' as  the  author  most  truly  observes,  ''is  the  grand  restorative: 
iis  atieney  in  sustaining  and  equalizing  the  circulation,  and  subduing 
spasm,  places  it  almost  beyond  value."  The  question  of  delivery  may 
arise.  Mr.  1.  refers  to  another  work  of  his  now  before  us,  for  directioDS, 
which  be  remarks  will  be  strictly  applicable.  As  this  work  may  not  be 
in  possession  of  all  our  readers,  we  make  the  extracts  referced  to.  They 
are  from  Mr.  I.'s  work  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

"  Let  us  now  consider  what  practice  ought  to  be  pursued  in  cases  of 
very  formidable  exhaustion.  Since  it  is  not  unusual  to  hear  of  patients 
dying  within  an  hour  after  delivery,  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  both 
as  respects  time  and  circumstances,  may  justly  admit  of  question.  In 
recording  individual  experience,  faithfulness  is  a  duty  of  the  6rst  obliga- 
tion, and  under  this  impression,  1  confess  I  feel  doubtful  whether,  in  the 
state  of  exhaustion  to  which  the  patients  in  the  unsuccessful  instances  1 
have  alluded  to  were  reduced,  a  different  proceeding  might  not  have 
proved  more  auspicious.  Whilst  flooding  continues,  the  practitioner  has 
but  one  duty  to  perform,  viz.  to  deliver ;  but,  when  coldness  of  theskin, 
a  pulse  scarcely  perceptible  (associated  perhaps  with  vomiting),  and  a 
countenance  denoting  excessive  exhaustion,  supervene  upon  an  hemor- 
rhage that  has  temporarily  ceased,  a  mere  draining  going  on,  such  a  mo- 
ment is  ill  adapted  for  turning  the  child.  There  is  an  axiom  in  mid- 
wifery, that  no  wotnan  should  be  suffered  to  die  undelivered.  I  assent 
to  this  as  a  general  rule  ;  at  the  same  time,  its  rigid  enforcement  during  a 
state  of  collapse,  fairly  admits  of  question — the  mere  bodily  disturbance 
has  too  often  proved  fatal.  Painful  as  it  must  be  to  witness  the  death 
of  a  woman  in  parturition  undelivered,  the  calamity  would  be  equally 
distressing  (except  so  far  as  the  child  is  concerned),  itnmediately  after 
delivery.  The  former  case  is  of  very  rare  occurrence;  the  latter  has 
very  frequently  happened.  The  only  instance  that  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  of  a  patient  dying  undelivered  under  placentar  presentation, 
has  been  already  alluded  to.  But,  since  principles  ought  always  to  in- 
fluence our  conduct,  the  practitioner  probably  acted  wisely  in  not  at- 
tempting delivery ;  as  when  he  was  called  in,  the  pulse  was  scarcely 
perceptible,  and  the  patient  died  before  he  left  the  bouse.  Such  a  case 
as  this  must  have  been  peculiarly  calculated  for  the  performance  of 
transfusion.  Rather  than  deliver  under  collapse,  we  ought  to  occupy 
ourselves  in  administering  stimuli  and  cordials,  promoting  animal  heat,, 
perhaps  performing  transfusion,  carefully  watching  the  effects  of  re-ac- 
tion, and  holding  ourselves  in  readiness  to  deliver  on  the  recurrence  of 
bleeding,  or,  if  the  tampon  be  employed,  as  early  as  the  patient's 
strength  will  allow.  This  line  of  practice  I  conceive  to  be  strictly  con- 
sonant both  with  reason  and  experience.  Can  the  tampon  be  advised 
in  cases  of  this  description,  and  upon  what  principle  ?  This  is  the 
grand  practical  question.  That  it  is  very  material  under  a  dangerous 
collapse  to  excite  the  action  of  the  womb,  admits  of  no  doubt.  The 
object  of  the  tampon,  however,  is  rather  to  command  the  copious  drain- 
ing, until  the  system  begins  to  rally,  and  will  justify  the  operation  of 
turning.    We  may  well  consider,  whether,  by  employing  it  with  a  view 
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of  promoting  an  active  contraction,  we  shall  not  incur  a  more  extensive 
detachment  of  the  placenta.  '  In  general,'  says  Dr.  Blundell, '  when 
women  are  lying  in  a  state  approaching  asphyxia,  the  flow  of  hlood  is  so 
exceedingly  small,  that  a  check  is  scarcely  required — nevertheless,  as 
drachms  become  at  last  of  importance,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  plug,  if  I 
could,  by  so  doing,  eflectually  stop  the  hemorrhage,  and  favor  the  for* 
mation  of  clots.  These  small  drainings  will  not,  I  conceive,  give  rise 
to  internal  bleedings  of  danger,  and  the  plug  could  not  be  in  the  way, 
because  it  is  not  by  repeatedly  examining  on  these  occasions,  we  learn 
when  we  are  to  deliver,  but-  by  observing  the  pulse,  heat,  muscular 
strength,  and  in  short  those  symptotns  which  indicate  that  rally  which 
will  give  probable  safety  to  the  delivery.'  Should  the  tampon  be  em-* 
ployed  in  the  state  here  contemplated,  the  practitioner  must  impose  a 
very  vigilant  watch  over  the  system,  in  order  to  deliver  the  earliest  mo- 
ment the  strength  will  permit.  I  cannot  but  think  that,  under  the  pre- 
cautions already  specified,  the  risk  of  blood  collecting  in  the  uterus  is 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  necessity  for  giving  an  immediate 
check  to  the  drainings,  which  the  plug  promises  to  effect ;  and  that  the 
mere  possibility  of  an  internal  hemorrhage  is  scarcely  a  sufiicient  reason 
why  we  should  surrender  the  advantages  which  we  know  to  accrue  from 
its  judicious  application.  In  the  words  of  Capuron,  ^  Admitting  even 
that  the  plug  be  a  doubtful  remedy,  is  it  not  more  rational  to  attempt  it, 
than  to  confine  ourself  to  the  part  of  a  simple  spectator,  in  a  conjunc- 
ture so  important  and  dangerous.'  Influenced  by  a  similar  feeling,  Mr. 
Grainger,  of  this  town,  on  visiting  a  poor  woman  with  placenta  presen- 
tation, and  apparently  in  a  moribund  condition,  immediately  filled  the 
vagina  and  os  uteri  with  linen  cloths,  and  waited  two  days  before  he 
durst  hazard  delivery,  which  be  then  accomplished  with  an  auspicious 
result.  Under  a  reasonable  presumption  that  the  patient  has  strength  to 
sustain  the  shock  of  delivery,  the  interests  of  the  child  will  demand  the 
prompt  evacuation  of  the  womb,  unless,  indeed,  it  should  appear,  from 
iDcontestible  evidence,  that  foetal  life  is  extinct — a  proof  difficult  to  ob* 
tain.  But  when  the  exhaustion  is  extreme,  this  consideration  must  have 
no  weight.  The  exercise  of  a  nice  and  conscientious  discernment  is 
peculiarly  required  in  these  responsible  and  unsettled  points  of  ob- 
stetricism." 

To  return  to  the  work  under  review.  The  following  extract  gives  a 
graphic  representation  of  the  genuine  puerperal  eclampsia. 

**  The  paroxysm  of  genuine  eclampsia  cannot  be  attended  with  any 
deception,  on  account  of  its  great  peculiarity.  The  attack  occurs  sud- 
denly, and,  from  its  terrific  character,  occasions  the  greatest  alarm  and 
confusion.  The  patient,  if  in  the  erect  position,  suddenly  falls  to  the 
ground  ;  sometimes  with  a  shriek,  and  perhaps  an  immediate  discharge 
of  liq.  amnii.  During  the  continuance  of  the  fit,  the  determination  ot 
blood  to  the  head  is  very  manifest,  by  the  throbbing  of  the  carotid 
arteries  ;  the  distension  of  the  superficial  veins  of  the  head  and  neck ; 
the  injected  state  of  the  conjunctivas ;  and  the  swollen  and  almost  pur- 
ple state  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body.  The  patient  is  insensible  to 
external  impressions;  the  limbs  are  very  rigid,  alternately  flexed  and 
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extended^  occasionally  agitated  by  sjMSinodic  twitchiogs,  the  trunk  is 
thrown  backwards,  and  the  abdominal  viscera  most  violently  compress- 
ed ;  the  face  is  distorted ;  the  mouth  drawn  aside,  and  in  constant  mo- 
tion ;  the  teeth  are  forcibly  set  together,  emitting  tb^  hissing  noise  spoken 
of  by  Denman.  In  rare  cases^  the  mouth  has  been  observed  to  remain 
open.  From  the  spasmodic  contraclions  of  the  jaw  (which  has  ev^n 
been  luxated  by  their  violence)  the  tongue  is  generally  wounded,  and 
saliva,  tinged  with  blood,  issues  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth.  The 
respiration  is  hurried  and  irregular,  having  occasionally  long  suspensions ; 
there  is  a  rattling  noise  in  the  throat ;  the.  eyes  are  wild,  fixed  and  open^ 
leaving  the  white  part  only  in  view — sometimes  they  open  and  close, 
and  turn  round,  with  great  rapidity — the  pupils  are  dilated,  and,  when 
the  fit  continues  long,  insensible  to  light;  the  breathing  is  stertorous  ;  tbo 
sleep  profound ;  the  pulse  laboring,  slow,  hard,  and  full,  with  intermis- 
sions, but  usually  it  soon  attains  a  great  degree  of  frequency  and  quick- 
ness ;  and  the  sphincter  of  the  bladder,  and  sometimes  that  of  the  rec- 
tum also,  lose  their  power.  The  duration  of  tbe  actual  fit  is  commonly 
about  a  minute,  or  even  less  ;  it  varies,  however,  from  one  to  five  minutes, 
or  longer ;  recovery  from  the  fit  is  sometimes  momentary,  and  sighing 
usually  announces  tbe  return  of  natural  respiration;  but  too  frequently 
one  fit  is  followed  by  another,  indicated  by  a  diminished  frequency  of 
the  pulse.  When  the  paroxysm  frequently  occurs,  the  deprivation  of 
sense  is,  for  the  most  part,  permanent.  Tbe  number  of  fits  is  al- 
most indefinite.  When  the  fit  arises  during  actual  labor,  the  con- 
vulsion may  regularly  recur  with  the  return  of  pain ;  and,  on  the 
fit  subsiding,  the  patient  stares  in  a  wild  and  vacant  manner,  and, 
though  unconscious  of  what  has  happened,  is  either  perfectly  calm 
and  rational  (a  most  favorable  feature),  complaining  of  pain  in  the  bead, 
and  perhaps  in  the  epigastrium,  or  otherwise  falls  into  a  comatose  state. 
The  return  of  sensibility  may  be  instantaneous,  although  it  is  for  the 
most  part  gradual,  corresponding,  in  this  respect,  with  the  subsidence  of 
the  fit.  There  is,  in  this  case,  a  confusion  of  the  senses  ;  the  articulation 
is  at  first  defective,  and  vision  imperfect ;  indeed,  both  the  optic  and 
auditory  nerves  have  been  known  to  undergo  a  temporary  paralysis. 
The  expression  of  countenance  also  remains  very  heavy,  and  the  face 
continues  swollen.  When  the  result  is  not  fatal,  the  intellect  remains 
unimpaired  in  the  great  majority  of  cases.  It  appears  singular,  on  re- 
flection, that  the  functions  of  the  brain  shall  present  such  contrarieties 
of  character  within  the  very  shortest  period :  at  one  time  the  patient  is 
agitated  by  a  convulsion  inconceivably  frightful,  and  speedily  recovers ; 
at  another,  she  lies  motionless  and  senseless,  having  the  apoplectic  ster- 
tor,  or  possibly  breathing  with  tranquillity ;  and,  on  recovering  speech 
and  motion,  the  mental  disturbance  varies  in  degree  from  tbe  slightest 
incoherence,  or  loss  of  memory,  to  the  greatest  rhapsody.  At  this 
juncture,  the  connection  between  this  state  and  puerperal  mania  is  so 
striking,  that  the  most  sagacious  practitioner,  if  ignorant  of  the  previous 
symptoms,  would  probably  be  deceived.  I  am  acquainted  with  several 
cases  of  puerperal  convulsions,  which  were  succeeded  by  puerperal 
mania ;  tbe  transition  might,  probably,  be  the  result  of  the  large  bleedings 
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which  were  necessary  to  sabdoe  the  primary  disease.  The  patient  may 
die  ID  the  first  fit^  or  after  the  occurrence  of  a  great  number  of  fits. 
Death  rarely  occurs  just  at  the  close  of  the  paroxysm,  but  in  the  coma 
which  succeeds  it,  or  rather  from  asphyxia  consequent  upon  the  deterio- 
rated state  of  the  pulmonary  function^  of  which  the  purple  state  of  the 
skin  is  so  characteristic." 

Prognosis. — This,  it  is  hardly  needful  to  say,  should  be  very  guarded. 
During  labor  the  attack,  has  been  least  dangerous.  The  more  sudden, 
the  more  frequent,  and  violent  the  attacks,  and  the  greater  the  profundi- 
ty  of  the  intervening  coma^  so  mtich  greater,  under  all  circumstances  of 
attack,  is  the  danger. 

Treatment. — Mr.  I.  agrees  with  the  best  established  authorities  on  th» 
subject.  He  finds  bleeding,  purging — antimony  in  cases  which  occur  be* 
lore  labor-^rupturing  the  membranes  when  six  or  seven  months  of  preg- 
nancy have  advanced — ergot  when  the  os  uteri  and  external  parts  are  in  a 
state  authorizing  its  use — opium  when  the  fits  continue  after  delivery — 
leeches  to  the  abdomen— cold  water — bags  of  ice— evaporating  .Iptions 
to  the  head — ^stream  of  cold  water  poured  upon  the  head — in  these  va- 
rious I'emedies,  which  are  set  down  here  in  the  order  he  considers  them, 
does  Mr.  I.  look  for  the  removal  of  the  disease,  remarking  that,  ^^  whe- 
ther the  convulsions  arise  before  delivery,  or  appear  subsequently,  the 
general  principles  of  treatment  are  the  same." 

A  very  important  question  remains.  This  is  the  question  of  artificial 
delivery  during  convulsions.  This  can  hardly  be  entertained  until  the 
preceding  treatment  has  been  properly  tried.  Mr.  I.  gives  the  opinions 
of  many  regarding  delivery.  These  are  sufficiently  discordant,  and  we 
need  not  trouble  the  reader  with  their  recital.     The  author  speaks  thus. 

^'  When  the  attack  appears  during  actual  labor,  our  line  of  practice 
is  clearly  defined ;  we  must  moderate  excessive  action,  and  deliver  on 
the  first  favorable  moment.  But  should  the  convulsions  precede  labor, 
the  practice  pursued  by  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke  (very  similar  to  that  recom- 
mended by  La  Motte)  is  the  most  rational  that  can  be  followed,  viz.  to 
trust  to  nature's  efiforts,  aided  by  medical  treatment,  until  the  patient's 
life  appears  to  be  immediately  endangered  by  the  continuance  of  the 
disease,  and  then  to  interfere  in  the  speediest  and  safest  manner  to 
promote  delivery.  The  circumstances  which  justify  interference  demand 
an  impartial  and  dispassionate  consideration,  and  should  embrace  the 
state  of  the  uterus,  the  presentation  of  the  fcBtus,  the  period  of  gesta- 
tion, and  the  violence  of  the  symptoms.  An  apprehension  lest  the  pa- 
tient may  die  undelivered,  has  often  proved  an  incentive  for  undertaking 
delivery  at  any  risk,  and,  doubtless,  the  interests  of  the  mother  alone 
ought  to  decide  so  momentous  a  question ;  indeed,  under  severe  and 
fi^quent  paroxysms,  especially  of  the  tetanic  kind,  the  child  is  frequent- 
ly stillborn.*     In  Collins's  cases,  14  of  32  children,  including  two  twin 

*  **  The  Ccaarean  operation,  pott  moitom,  might  be  performed  with  faint  hope*  of  succese.  To 
determine,  initnnlly,  npon  the  opemtion  (for  delay  ie  fnadmlMible),  preenppotee  a  nrompiitude  and 
compoeare  of  mind  to  irblcb  few  ean  lay  claim ;  and  •! nee  the  preeenratlon  of  the  child,  theological- 
ly conelderad  (involving  the  baptismal  queotion).  It  viewed  with  oppoeite  feelinge  by  Proieeunte 
and  Catholics,  the  eonient  of  the  nearest  relative,  or  IVIend,  is  essential  before  it  sbonld  be  under* 
taken,  A  late  pmetltlonet  of  this  town  rssortad  to  the  nptntion,  abont  twenty  mlQntM  aAar  ih« 
jM«ter*s  deesMo,  ngilnsi  the  InelliuttloB  of  the  frirads  (Prataiiaats) }  aad  altiioiif  h  the  ependai 
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births,  were  bom  alive.  Of  43  cases,  iocladiog  a  twin  birth,  which  oc- 
curred under  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham's  observation,  21  of  the  infants 
survived.  The  death  of  the  child  is  considered,  by  this  gentleman,  to 
depend  rather  upon  a  defective  utero-placental  circulation,  than  upon 
direct  pressure ;  but  the  result  may  be  occasioned  by  either  cause. 

*'  The  want  of  success  in  delivering  generally  arises  from  one  of  two 
causes ;  the  first — delivering  too  early,  before  the  uterine  orifice  has  un- 
dergone sufficient  relaxation  ;  the  second— postponing  the  delivery  until 
effusion  has  taken  place,  or  a  fatal  impression  been  made  upon  the 
brain.  Previous  to  delivery  being  attempted,  sufficient  relaxation  of  the 
uterus  must  therefore  be  obtained  by  bleeding  or  emetic  medicines  in 
nauseating  doses,  purgative  enemata,  and  perhaps  the  application  of 
belladonna  to  its  orifice,  otherwise  we  incur  the  risk  either  of  an  apo- 
plectic seizure,  or  a  laceration  of  the  uterus  or  vagina.  This  precau- 
tion has  less  regard  to  the  degree  of  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  (for  the 
orifice  is  not  unfrequently  more  or  less  open  for  many  days  before  labor), 
than  to  its  state  of  softness ;  and  if  a  decided  impression  be  made  upon 
it  during  the  paroxysm,  the  sooner  delivery  is  accomplished  the  better. 
Although  the  uterine  orifice  often  becomes  relaxed  earlier  than  we 
might  a  priori  infer,  a  moderate  degree  of  resistance  is,  in  every  deli« 
very,  both  to  be  expected  and  desired  :  but  a  forcible  entry  into  the 
uterus  must  be  discountenanced  by  every  rational  practitioner.  Ash- 
well  considers  that  we  may  always  dilate  the  uterus  with  the  fingers :  a 
statement  which  I  cannot  assent  to,  and  it  is  with  marked  propriety  that 
Collins  strongly  cautions  the  practitioner  to  <  avoid  hasty  measures  for 
the  delivery  of  the  child.' " 

We  have  avoided  offering  our  individual  observation  of  cases  of  con- 
vulsions. But  of  twelve  of  which  we  have  records,  the  perforator  was 
used  once,  the  head  being  low,  and  the  violence  of  the  fits  continuing 
unsubdued  under  the  fullest  trial  of  bleeding,  &cc.  made  it  physically 
impossible  to  apply  the  forceps  or  lever.  The  woman  did  well.  The 
lever  was  used  in  one  case ;  the  woman  died.  In  this  case  only  one  fit 
occurred,  the  child  being  delivered  directly  after  it,  and  with  great  ease. 
The  woman  had  become  universally  and  enormously  oedematous  in  the 
latter  months  of  pregnancy,  and  after  delivery  effusion  had  taken  place 
within  the  thorax,  and  death  took  place  during  the  best  established 
symptoms  of  such  effusion.  In  the  third  case,  the  forceps  were  used  in 
the  last  moments  of  life.  The  convulsions  continued  unabated  till  death. 
There  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  was  here  produced  by 
poison  administered  by  a  servant.  The  body  was  disinterred  some 
months  after  burial,  but  an  analysis  by  an  excellent  practical  chemist  did 
not  verify  the  suspicion.  In  nine  cases  the  delivery  was  trusted  to  the 
natural  powers,  excepting  that  in  some  of  them  the  membranes  were  rup- 
tured. The  greater  number  of  all  these  cases  were  first  deliveries* 
We  cannot,  then,  recommend  forcible  delivery  from  our  own  observa- 

Ikfled,  I  beard  the  principle  of  it  condemned.  On  the  other  hand,  a  ftiend  of  mine,  on  a  recent  oc- 
eaelon,  waa  blamed  by  the  bueband  of  an  Irlah  woman  (a  Catholic),  who  expired  very  suddenly, 
near  the  end  of  pregnancy,  for  not  reaortlng  to  it  at  the  end  of  half  an  hoar.  It  ia  clearly  the  prto- 
tliioner'a  duty  to  suggest  the  measure.  A  living  child  was  ertracted  bjr  the  Cesarean  operation, 
after  the  death  of  the  mother  by  apoplexy,  and  reported  in  the  lianceK  for  the  S4th  Janswy,  16015^ 
page  096." 
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tion  of  convulsions.  We  should  farther  say  that  in  almost  every  case 
referred  to,  the  disease  occurred  during  pregnancy,  at  periods  varying 
from  six  months  to  the  expected  time  of  labor.  The  practice  and  its 
result  confirm  the  views  of  Dr.  Ingleby. 

But  suppose  delivery  be  determined  on,  the  author  next  considers 
how  it  shall  be  accomplished.  The  means  are  the  forceps — turning — 
perforating  the  head.  Now  the  rules  generally  adopted  in  using  either 
of  these  measures  are  to  be  rigidly  applied  in  the  case  of  convulsions. 
Mr.  I.  is  full  in  regard  to  them.  We  notice  here  the  same  wise  caution, 
the  same  regard  to  all  actual  circumstaiires,  which  appear  throughout 
this  work,  and  make  it  so  highly  valuable.  The  forceps  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred in  cases  which  permit  their  use,  as  less  irritating  during  applica- 
tion and  use,  than  turning  certainly  ;  and  where  the  child  is  belie\ed  to 
be  alive,  or  is  known  to  be  so  by  auscultation,  than  the  perforator. 
Suppose,  however,  the  head  be  above  the  brim,  and  the  parts  relaxed 
and  in  a  state  to  allow  of  forcible  delivery.  Apply  Levret's  long  forceps, 
and  if  it  be  impossible  to  do  so,  either  because  we  have  not  the  instru- 
ment or  cannot  apply  it,  why,  turn.  Dr.  Joseph  Clarke  recommends 
the  perforator,  and  gives  six  successful  cases.  But  turning  might  have 
done  as  well,  and  saved  one  or  more  of  the  infants.  When  the  head 
is  low,  and  the  child  dead,  and  the  forceps  or  lever  either  cannot  be  ap- 
plied or  are  useless,  then  the  perforator  must  be  used. 

The  following  rather  long  quotation  contains  much  useful  practical 
matter.  It  may  not  be  new,  but  we  are  desirous  to  give  our  readers  full 
opportunities  of  judging  the  author's  writings,  and  this  is  confessedly  best 
done  by  the  writings  themselves. 

"  Again,  the  attack  may  immediately  succeed  the  birth  of  the  child, 
previous  to  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  and  in  this  case  the  placenta 
will  most  probably  be  soon  expelled.  The  introduction  of  the  hand 
should,  if  possible,  be  avoided,  on  account  of  the  straining  which  it 
would  occasion.  It  may,  perhaps,  excite  surprise  that  the  fit  should  oc- 
cur directly  after  delivery.  Possibly  it  may  arise  from  the  great  altera- 
tion in  the  circulating  system  produced  by  the  sudden  removal  of  pres- 
sure, or  an  immediate  and  violent  impression  on  the  nervous  system,  as 
it  has  been  known  to  be  momentarily  fatal.  The  paroxysm  which  suc- 
ceeds delivery  or  within  two  or  three  hours  (when  not  connected  with 
hemorrhage)  is  sometimes  evidently  referable  to  congestion  in  the  brain, 
but  more  frequently  to  neglected  states  of  the  bowels  during  the  last 
weeks  of  gestation.  The  first  changes  after  delivery,  however  natural, 
appear  instrumental  in  the  production  of  the  fit.  Distention  of  the 
bladder,  according  to  La  Motte  and  others,  may  occasion  an  attack ; 
therefore  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  must  be  enforced  in  cases  of 
this  nature.  It  may  be  supposed  that  owing  to  the  violent  contraction 
of  the  abdominal  muscles,  the  bladder  will  be  emptied,  but  the  extent 
of  this  may  be  very  partial ;  for  in  a  case  of  this  kind  occurring  after 
delivery,  although  the  urine  was  largely  discharged  during  the  fits,  there 
was  still  a  material  accumulation  in  the  bladder.  The  lochias,  when  de- 
fective, and  connected  with  tenderness  over  the  faypogastrium,  must  be 
promoted  by  fomentations — perhaps  leeching  the  vulva  and  other  ap- 
proved means. 
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"  Convulsions  arising  about  the  second  day  after  delirery,  are  usually 
connected  with  the  secretion  of  milk,  and  demand  active  depletion  ;  but 
subsequently  to  this  period  the  attack  will  probably  be  connected  with 
irritative  fever,  the  result  of  decomposed  portions  of  disrupted  placenta, 
of  which  1  have  seen  several  instances.  In  this  case  the  treatment  will 
consist  in  the  removal  of  the  cause,  allaying  the  febrile  excitement,  and 
supporting  the  strength.  Plilegmasia  dolens  is  a  frequent  sequel  of  this 
species  of  convulsions.  Whenever  the  fit  may  appear,  and  however 
well  the  patient  may  seem  to  be  on  its  ceasing,  a  very  vigilant  watch 
should  be  imposed  upon  her  for  many  days,  and  all  means  enforced  to 
ensure  tranquillity  of  the  system,  since  there  can  be  no  exemption  from 
another  attack  until  the  changes  in  the  uterine  system  are  nearly 
accomplished." 

*'  As  respects  the  treatment  after  delivery,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
on  the  subsidence  of  a  long  protracted  coma,  sensibility  can  scarcely  be 
restored  suddenly.  We  have  now  to  contend  with  the  delirium  of  ma- 
nia rather  than  of  fever,  and  a  train  of  morbid  actions  as  the  result  of 
the  previous  cerebral  disturbance.  The  experience  both  of  Gooch  and 
Esquirol  furnish  ample  proof  that  in  this  form  of  disease  the  depleting 
system  is  rarely  admissible,  and  essential  as  bleeding  may  have  been  to 
preserve  life,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  worst  forms  of  delirium  are 
the  consequence  of  copious  depletion.  The  grand  object  in  the  treat- 
ment is  now  to  allay  nervous  irritation,  and  to  restore  the  natural  secre- 
tions by  the  mildest  means.  Though  the  presence  of  the  child  may 
perhaps  be  regarded  with  indifference,  yet,  as  it  may  increase  the  ex- 
citement, the  breasts  had  better  be  drawn  by  a  properiy  qualified  person. 
Purging  must  be  avoided,  and  magnesia,  or  the  mildest  enemata  (brotb 
for  instance),  used  for  keeping  the  bowels  open.  Effervescing  draughts 
with  soda  in  excess,  and  camphor  and  hyoscyamus  in  pills,  are  also  use- 
ful. The  apartment  should  be  sprinkled  with  the  chlorides,  and  well 
ventilated,  and  the  offensive  discharges  promptly  removed  :  the  linen  on 
the  person  and  bed  m,ust  be  changed  frequently ;  the  face  and  head 
sponged ;  the  horizontal  position  strictly  maintained,  and  as  the  urine 
and  faeces  are  often  passed  involuntarily,  the  bed  should  be  additionally 
guarded  by  skins  of  leather.  The  diet  should  consist  of  milk  and  wa- 
ter, cold  chicken  broth,  soda  water,  grapes,  oranges,  &c.  Puerperal 
mania  almost  invariably  gives  way  to  soothing  means  and  moral  manage- 
ment ;  and  Esquirol  ascribes  the  recoveries  to  nature  rather  than  art. 
The  termination  of  eclampsia  in  permanent  mania  may  be  regarded  as 
peculiar  to  persons  in  whom  a  maniacal  predisposition,  or  an  excitement 
almost  amounting  to  it,  had  previously  existed  ;  and,  with  a  single  ex- 
ception, every  case  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  was  followed  sooner  or 
later  by  perfect  restoration  of  the  mental  powers.  In  the  instance  ex- 
cepted, delusions  were  established  common  to  the  ordinary  forms  of 
mania." 

Mr.  I.,  in  this  quotation,  speaks  of  an  attack  of  convulsions  after  de- 
livery being  produced  by  distended  bladder.  We  have  recently  met 
with  two  cases  threatening  convulsions,  in  which  the  whole  suffering  was 
produced  by  retained  coagula.    The  agony  waa  most  vident.    Id  the 
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BiiDS  the  bead  was  bent  back,  the  spine  stronglj  curved,  the  limbs  rigid. 
poQ  passing  the  hand  over  the  abdomen,  the  womb  was  felt  to  be 
large,  unusually  so  after  delivery,  and  very  hard.  The  hand  was  at  length 
introduced  into  the  womb,  in  one  case,  and  the  coagula  removed  in  a  vast 
solid  mass.  A  tight  binder,  with  a  thick  compress  of  flannel  interposed 
between  it  and  the  integuments  over  the  uterine  tumor,  was  tightly  se- 
cured. The  patient  expressed  extreme  relief.  Sinking  soon  came 
on,  though  there  was  no  bleeding  to  produce  it ;  the  pulse  remained  at 
the  wrist,  U^ough  very  small ;  the  face  became  deathly  white  and  cold. 
Laudanum,  ammonia,  and  other  stimulants,  were  vigorously  used.  Re- 
action occurred,  and  the  woman  did  well.  It  was  necessary  for  nearly 
ibur  hours  to  be  nigh  the  patient,  and  constantly  to  administer  sustaining 
drinks.  Nausea  and  full  vomiting  preceded  the  fullest  establishment  of 
reaction.  In  the  other  case,  the  womb  emptied  itself  with  perfect 
relief. 

We  must  here  take  leave  of  this  very  excellent  volume.  It  will  give 
us  great  pleasure  to  return  to  it,  and  finish  the  analysis  now  begun,  in 
some  future  number. 


TRANSMISSION   OF   VACCINE  VIRUS. 
To  the  Editor  (fike  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Deab  Sir, — I  noticed  in  your  paper  of  Wednesday  last  some  remarks 
respecting  an  unfavorable  result  in  introducing  the  vaccine  virus  into 
Siam,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  length  of  the  passage,  and  the 
virus  not  being  properly  prepared  to  preserve  its  activity  and  freshness 
during  the  changes  of  so  long  a  voyage  ;  and,  also,  Dr.  Bradley's  urgent  , 
request  that  some  means  be  devised  that  the  vaccine  virus  might  be  trans- 
mitted to  him,  without  undergoing  a  loss  of  its  active  principle.  Having 
given  the  subject  some  little  reflection,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  can 
conceive  of  no  very  great  difficulty  that  would  attend  the  introduction 
of  the  virus  to  that  place.  Two  very  probable  modes  suggest  them- 
selves. The  first  is  the  following,  viz. :  let  a  phialy  sufficiently  large  to 
contain  the  virus,  be  coated  with  tin  foil,  in  a  similar  manner  to  the 
Lfcyden  jar,  on  the  whole  of  its  external  surface.  Charge  the  phial 
with  tbe  fresh  matter,  and  instantly  cork  it  tight,  and  tie  over  the  cork  a 
cap  of  new  bladder,  coating  the  same  with  wax.  Have  ready  another 
phial,  coated  in  like  manner,  and  sufficiently  large  to  admit  the  one  con- 
taining the  virus,  with  a  space  of  an  inch  or  more  both  around  and  at 
tbe  top  and  bottom  of  the  phial,  which  space  is  to  be  filled  in  a  careful 
and  compact  manner  with  chloride  of  sodium,  or  common  sea  salt* 
The  salt  is  to  be  moderately  powdered,  so  that  it  may  be  more  closely 
and  compactly  pressed  about  the  inner  phial.  The  mouth  is  to  be  well 
corked,  and  covered  in  the  same  way  as  the  first.  Some  caution  should 
be  given  in  selecting  the  pure  chloride  of  sodium,  as  it  is  often  the  case 
that  It  is  contaminated  with  muriate  of  magnesia,  which  will  cause  the 
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salt  to  deliquesce,  and  therefore  render  the  packing  too  incomplete  to 
preserve  the  matter  from  the  warmth  of  the  atmosphere.  Light,  as  well 
as  heat,  possesses  tlie  property  of  decomposing  very  readily  any  active 
matter  subject  to  chemical  influence.  By  coating  the  phials  with  tin 
foil,  it  not  only  entirely  excludes  the  light,  but,  by  stopping  the  pores  of 
the  glass,  the  deteriorating  effects  of  the  atmosphere  also.  The  chloride 
of  sodium  possesses  the  property  of  rejecting  and  repelling  heat,  and, 
when  properly  prepared  in  the  manner  prescribed  above,  vaccine  matter 
or  almost  any  substance  may  be  kept  a  long  time,  and  I  should  conclude 
that,  with  an  ordinary  passage,  it  could  be  sent  to  Siam,  in  a  fit  and  per- 
fect state  for  use.  1  need  not  suggest,  however,  that  all  possible  care 
should  be  exercised  In  keeping  the  package  in  the  coolest  part  of  the « 
ship — also  well  packed  in  saw  dust,  in  a  box,  so  that  the  phials  should 
not  be  exposed,  nor  be  liable  to  be  opened. 

The  second,  and  most  eligible  mode,  which  has  been  suggested  to  me 
by  my  learned  friend,  Benjamin  Crowninshield,  Esq.,  is  to  transmit  the 
matter  alive ;  or,  in  other  words,  by  successive  or  continued  vaccination 
in  a  ship*s  crew  or  a  company  of  missionaries  bound  to  that  part  of  the 
world.  The  process  of  vaccination  is  now  well  known  to  be  simple, 
and  devoid  of  danger  or  inconvenience,  and  would  in  no  ordinary  case 
deter  the  patient  from  attending  to  his  business  or  duty  about  the  ship. 
An  average  passage  being  not  over  five  months,  and  the  time  of  taking 
the  matter  from  the  arm  not  being  generally  under  the  sixteenth  or 
seventeenth  day,  we  should  readily  conclude  that  out  of  a  ship's  crew, 
or  a  company  of  missionaries,  which  goes  with  nearly  every  vessel 
bound  to  that  place,  might  be  found  subjects  enough  for  vaccination,  to 
carry  the  matter  to  Dr.  Bradley  alive ;  or,  if  it  did  not  reach  there  en- 
tirely in  this  state,  it  would  in  all  probability  be  so  near,  that,  with  a 
little  care  in  its  preservation,  it  would  arrive  to  him  in  a  state  which  he 
so  much  desires,  and  which  in  all  probability  would  be  the  means  of 
saving  the  lives  of  thousands  of  our  fellow  beings. 

These  few  remarks  have  been  suggested  in  haste,  and  if  you  consider 
them  worthy  of  notice,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  disposition  of 
them  you  think  proper.  Respectfully  yours, 

Roxburyy  Aug.  7,  1837.  Andbew  Stone. 
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ITALIAN  MEDICAL  LITERATURE. 

TVaitato  di  Clinica  Chirurgica, — Our  distinguished  correspondent,  Dr. 
Portal,  of  Palermo,  has  sent  us  two,  octavo  volumes,  recently  written  by 
himself,  duplicates  of  which  are  in  our  care  for  the  Medical  Societies  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.    The  title  of  the  first  is  given  above^  and 
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the  other,  of  similar  difneniioDS,  Memorie'Medieo^Chirurgichef  del  Dottor 
Placido  Portal,  vol.  primo,  came  from  the  press  the  present  season. 
In  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  volumes  of  this  Journal,  translations 
from  the  medical  writings  of  this  gentleman  were  occasionally  intro<* 
duced.  Every  paper  bears  the  impress  of  deep  investigation  and  a  most 
thorough  devotion  to  the  science  of  medicine.  He  is  a  nephew  of  the 
celebrated  Assalini,  whose  ingenuity  in  devising  various  instruments  for 
facilitating  difficult  surgical  operations  was  acknowledged  by  the  Royal 
Society,  and  the  London  Journals  of  the  time  were  careful  to  note  his 
discoveries  and  proclaim  his  merits. 

Gentlemen  wishing  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  modern 
Italian  literature,  but  more  particularly  with  the  progress  of  science  in 
Sicily,  would  find  Dr.  Portal  an  extremely  obliging  correspondent.  His 
connection  with  all  the  learned  societies,  gives  him  peculiar  advantages 
for  collecting  their  various  publications,  which  he  has  always  been 
prompt  in  forwarding  to  the  address  of  those  who  manifest  a  disposition 
to  exchange  civilities. 

Extracts  from  the  above-mentioned  works  will  be  given  in  the  Journal 
occasionally,  as  the  translations  are  completed. 


Medical  Lectures, — Several  schools  will  commence  their  annual  course 
of  lectures  in  the  latter  part  of  the  present  and  the  beginning  of  next 
month.  In  Harvard  University  the  term  does  not  open  till  November, 
which  is,  we  think,  against  the  interest  of  the  institution.  When  the 
lecture  season  begins  here,  nearly  all  the  other  schools  within  three  hun- 
dred miles  of  Boston,  have  more  than  half  finished.  With  the  advan- 
tages possessed  by  the  rnedical  college  of  this  city,  connected,  as  it  is, 
with  an  admirably  conducted  hospital,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  its 
claims  appreciated  by  students  at  a  distance.  There  are  so  many  medi- 
cal charities  supported  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  that  a  person  studying 
here  must  be  culpably  idle  not  to  be  well  taught  in  every  department  of 
the  profession  of  medicine. 


Physiology  of  the  Nervous  System. — M.  Magendie,  who  undoubtedly 
possesses  the  happiest  tact  of  any  man  living  for  delivering  lectures  in 
an  interesting  manner,  is, now  giving  a  course  on  the  physiology  of  the 
nervous  system,  illustrated  by  frequent  experiments  on  small  animals.  In 
the  twentieth  lecture  he  divided  the  fifth  nerve  in  a  rabbit,  to  show  how 
insensible  the  external  acoustic  apparatus  was  instantly  made  by  the 
operation.  A  probe  thrust  into  the  tympanum  was  not  regarded.  But  in 
a  second  rabbit,  one  side  only  suffered  a  division,  and  the  other  re- 
mained unmolested.  Whilst  the  poor  quadruped  was  convulsed  with 
pain  by  the  touch  of  the  instrument  on  the  membrane  in  the  one,  in  the 
other  no  sensation  was  manifested.  A  strong  dog  being  placed  on  the 
table  to  exhibit  the  same  phenomena  on  a  larger  scale,  he  broke  from 
his  tormentors  in  a  paroxysm  of  fury  caused  by  distress,  and  made  a  for- 
tunate escape  from  the  theatre  of  the  learned  physiologist. 


Medical  Fees, — In  the  United  States  and  England  the  cost  of  profes- 
sional advice  is  represented  to  be  much  higher  than  in  any  other  country. 
There  seems  to  be  a  necessity  for  it,  for  they  are  the  dearest  countries  to 
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live  in  on  the  globe.  Medical  charges  by  no  means  correspond  with 
the  Dfice  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  notwithstanding  this  complaint,  made 
by  tnose  who  know  nothing  of  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  profes- 
sional drudgery.  In  illustration  of  the  above  declaration,  a  gentleman 
remarked  to  us  the  other  evening,  that  he  called,  when  in  Paris,  on  the 
celebrated  Louis  for  advice.  This  was  at  his  bouse.  Subsequently,  the 
doctor  visited  him  twice  at  his  lodgings,  went  through  a  long  examination 
of  his  case,  and  afterwards  sent  him  iive  written  pages  of  directions  to 
follow  while  his  travels  were  continued  in  Europe — and  for  the  wholoi 
charged  less  than  Uoenty  dollars  !  It  should  be  recollected,  however,  that 
France  is  the  cheapest  realm,  in  the  catalogue  ,o£  kingdoms,  to  sub- 
sist in. 


YelUno  Fever, — Latest  accounts  from  Havana  represent  the  prevalence 
of  yellow  fever  among  the  shipping.  Since  the  appointment  of  Gen. 
Tacon  to  the  distinguished  post  of  Governor  of  Cuba,  those  terrific 
scenes,  by  the  disease,  which  were  thought  could  not  be  allayed  by  sani- 
tory  precautions,  have  entirely  passed  away.  The  simple  process  of 
keeping  the  streets  clean  has  produced  this  happy  result.  Strangers  are 
the  principal  victims  at  the  present  time.  It  is  inferred,  therefore,  that 
the  health  police,  which  has  been  extremely  vigilant  heretofore,  has  be- 
come negligent,  and  the  accumulation  of  vegetable  matter  in  various 
stages  of  decomposition  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  shipping,  has  given 
rise  to  the  malady. 


Medical  Apfoirdmenis, ^li  has  been  officially  announced  that  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Dorsey,  of  Baltimore  Co.  has  been  elected  professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica,  in  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  Dr.  M.  A.  Finley,  of 
Washington  Co.,  elevated,  in  the  same  institution,  to  the  chair  of  Theo- 
ry and  Practice.  An.anatomical  demonstrator,  beside  a  teacher  of  che- 
mistry and  surgery,  is  still  to  be  found  by  the  trustees.  An  adjunct 
professor  of  Anatomy  is  also  to  be  appointed  in  the  New  York  College 
of  Physicians  and  Sufgeons — a  very  desirable  place  indeed. 


Diseases  of  St.  Croix, — Notwithstanding  the  brightness  of  the  sky 
and  the  proverbial  salubrity  of  the  atmosphere  in  St.  Croix,  the  £1 
Dorado  of  valetudinarians  from  the  United  States,  there  is  one  peculiarity 
in  the  condition  of  things  there,  which  has  never  been  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained. This  is  the  tendency  to  lockjaw  which  men,  women,  children, 
and  animals  participate  in  alike.  This  fact  is  referred  to  in  Dr.  Tucker- 
man's  recent  letter  in  the  Journal,  and  is  so  notorious  amongst  the  plant- 
ers, that  it  has  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder.  It  forms  a  curious  sub- 
ject for  medical  philosophizing,  how  it  happens  that  slight  wounds,  bruises 
and  contusions,  resulting  from  the  roost  common  and  ordinary  circum- 
stances, are  frequently  followed  by  an  intense  rigidity  of  the  maxillary 
muscles,  which  scarcely  relax  in  death.  There  is  good  authority  for  as- 
serting that  the  domestic  animals  are  equally  liable  to  the  same  malady, 
though,  when  young,  they  seem  less  predisposed  than  m  adult  age. 
Those  conversant  with  the  domestic  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Croix,  are  familiar  with  the  general  custom  of  drinking  rain  water,  which 
is  not  always  of  the  purest  Idndi  being  sometimes  extremely  offensive 
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from  being  kept  a  long  time,  daring  continued  droughts,  in  wooden  tanks. 
Those  who  can  afford  the  expense,  are  careful  to  filter  that  which  thej 
drink,  through  stone,  but  the  laborers  have  no  such  preparation,  and  thej 
are  obvioaslj  the  greatest  sufferers  from  lockjaw.  No  mention  has  been 
made  of  a  similar  predisposition  to  the  disease  in  any  of  the  adjacent 
islands,  although  their  geological  appearance  is  very  similar. 

{[/*'  Many  of  our  subscribers  will  find  their  bills  enclosed  in  this  number  of  the 
Journal.  An  early  attention  to  each  one  of  them  is  requested,  especially  to  those 
which  should  long  ago  have  received  it.  Distant  subscribers  are  desired  to  for- 
ward U.  S.  Bank  or  Eastern  bills,  when  such  can  be  procured.  When  this  cannot 
be  done,  those  which  are  generally  current  in  their  own  State  will  be  received,  so 
that  there  need  be  no  delay  on  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  currency.-^ 
Money  may  be  sent,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  to  the  publisher  or  either  of  the  follow- 
ing agents : — Mess.  Daren  &-  Thatcher,  Bangor,  Me. ;  Luke  Howe,  Esq.  P.  M.  Jaf- 
frey,N.  H.;  Israel  Hinckley,  Esq.  P.  M.  Topsham,  Vt;  Mr.  Joseph  Balch,  jr. 
Providence,  R.  I. ;  Charles  Hooker,  M.D.  New  Haven,  Ct ;  T.  O.  H.  Croswel, 
Esq.  P.  M.  Catskill,  N.  Y.;  S.  Freeman,  Esq.  P.  M.  Williamstown,  N.  Y.;  Mr. 
Charles  S.  Francis,  bookseller,  Broadway,  New  York ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Little,  book- 
seller, Albany,  N.  Y.;  William  A.  GUlespie,  M.D.  Ellisville,  Louisa  County, 
Va.;  Mr.  L.I)welIe,  Augusta,  Ga.;  S.  Mayfield,  M.D.Franklin,  Tenn.;  J.  R. 
Bowers,  Esq.  P.  M.  York,  Washtenaw  Co.  Mich. ;  Mess.  Hedge  &  Lyman,  Mon- 
treal, L.  C. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Tardif,  Quebec,  L.  C. 

DiBD,«^At  Fort  Mitchell,  Ala.,  Dr.  Dayton  Spencer,  af  ed  35,  a  native  of  Can- 
ton, Conn.— At  Hartford,  Ct,  Nathan  Strong,  M.D.,  aged  56.— At  Portland,  Me., 
Dr.  John  P.  Briggs,  45.— At  Willow  Spring,  Mi.,  Dr.  Rufus  H.  King,  aged  28. 

Wboto  number  of  deaths  In  Boetoo,  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  IS,  39.    Malei,  21— Fenmlee,  18. 

Consumption,  3— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— teething,  l—dyitentery,  5— canker  in  the  boweis,  S— 
cholera  tnrantam,  a^measles,  S— Infantile,  I— intemperance,  1— erysipelas,  1— marasraas,  1— typhus 
lerer,  1— lane  fever,  1— hives,  1— inflammaUon  on  the  brain,  1— croup,  1— dropsy,  1— delirium  ire- 
s,  1— stillborn,  9. 


BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

Ths  Annnal  Coone  of  Lectures  for  1837,  will  commence  tlie  last  Thuraday  in  August  and  conUnne 
CWftem  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       -       •       -        •       H.  B.  Childi,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by E.  BAaTLiTT,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  -         --        -        -         David  PAUixa,  M.D. 

BoUny,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by        ....         C.  Dxwsr,  M.D. 

Surgery  and  Physiology,  by  ....  -  -  W.  PAasxa,  M.D. 

Oeneral  and  Special- Anatomy,  by R.  Watts,  Ja.,  M.D. 

Ijegal  Medicine,  by.- -  --        How.  Hkhst  HoasAao. 

Fee  for  the  Tickets  .of  all  the  Professon,  #50.  Those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  at  an 
Incorporated  medical  school,  $10.    Graduation,  $16.    Board  not  exceeding  $S  per  week. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  MassachuseUs,  passed  April,  1837,  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
tion is  constituted  an /M{e^«iulM(  Medical  ColUge^  with  authority  to  confer  degrees,  and  the  graduates 
ate  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain  to' the  medical  graduates  of  Uaivard 
Uiiiveralty. 

By  a  rote  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  passed  the  3l8t  of  May  last,  the  graduates  of  tlie 
Berkshire  Medical  InstituUon,  are  ex  officio  entitled  to  admission  as  Fellows  of  said  Society. 

C.  DEWEY, 
Joly  19L-ei  JDeoa  tf  c*s  FMoOtf^, 

GOLLfiOE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  of  the  Western  Distriet—Falrfield,  Herkimer 
county.— The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  lint  Tuesday  in  October,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks.    The  lectoras  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by Jambs  Hadlbv,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -----  Jambs  McNauoht.oii,  M.D. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  .  -  T.  Romxtit  Bxck,  M.D. 

On  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  Jonif  Dblamatbb,  ii,D, 
On  Snrgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  .....  Rbdbbr  D.  Mdubt,  M.D. 

The  advanced  age  and  increasing  infirmities  of  Professor  Willoughby,  President  of  the  College, 
will  hardly  allow  him  to  lecture  during  the  ensuing  term,  and  the  course  formerly  given  by  him  will 
therefore  be  given  by  PrcxTessor  Mussey. 

Price  of  tickets  for  the  whole  courae,  $56.  The  professors  are  provided  with  ample  eollectloastd 
niastrate  their  lectaras,  and  every  IkcUity  is  aiTordcd  for  the  practical  acquisition  of  the  profession. 

The  board  is  as  low,  if  not  lower,  than  in  any  other  village  in  the  State.    Additional  InformatloB, 
IT  MBdedy  nwy  be  obtainMi  by  applying  to  aay  of  the  profeiw>n.        JAMES  HADLET,  Register. 
An^  16— 4t 
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MEDICAL   SCHOOL  OF  HARVARD   UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  befin  on  the  flrat  Wednesday  in  November,  In 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weelis.    For  the  following  foor 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  l>e  given,  with- 
out adiiitional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  seaton.       Fttt. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  Johr  C.  WAaaan,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  WsisTsa,  M.O.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Waltxe  Charriito,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.O.  10 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Gao.  HArwAao,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  WAaa,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additionni  act  of  the  Legiiilature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  o|)en  without  fee  to  students  attendins  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  freouent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costiv  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatua, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CUANNING. 
Boston,  July  5, 1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  or  Medicine. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES  IN  THE  CINCINNATI  COLLEGE. 

Thb  session  commences  the  last  Monday  of  October,  and  ends  the  last  day  of  February. 

Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  by      ------    ,   Dr.  M'Dowaix. 

General  and  Pathological  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by       -       -    Dr.  Gaosi. 

Surgery,  by  -----------       Dr.  PAaaaa. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children,  by  Dr.  Rivas. 

Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  -       -       -       -       -    Dr.  RooKas. 

Materia  Medica  and  Phannacy,  by     -       -       -       -       •       -       Dr.  HAaaiioTr. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    -       .       -       -       -       -    Dr.  DsAsa. 

Dissections  and  Practical  Anatomy,  by      -       -       -       -       -       Dr.  Trimble. 

Clinical  instruction  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  by      -       -       -    Drs.  Drake,  PAasaa  and  Rives 

Proi^ssor  Parker,  now  in  Europe  for  the  puichase  of  additional  books  and  apparatus,  will  return  in 
October. 

Dr.  Trimble  will  open  the  rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  Prof.  M'Dowell 
will  at  the  same  time  commence  a  preliminary  course  of  Osteology. 

BxpENSBs.— Tickets  for  the  Professors,  $15  each  :  Matriculation,  $5:  Library  ticket  (optional)  $3 ; 
Hospital  ticket,  $5 ;  Anatomical  Rooms,  $10.  Total,  $135.  Respectable  boaiding  and  lodging  can 
be  had  at  $3  a  week. 

As  we  have  no  national  circulating  medinm,  the  Faculty  consider  it  proper  to  i^ve  notice,  that  they 
will  receive  from  students,  at  pur,  the  current  hnnk  bills  of  the  d^erent  States  In  which  they  respec- 
tively reside.  By  order  of  the  Faculty. 

Aug9— 3t  J.  B.  ROGERS,  Deam. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  SQbscrlbers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  Instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  'I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  (loo  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,9  and  3,  and  ta  eases  lokick  will  be  treated  at  the  room  deMf. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  ftirther  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPURAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Aesfen,  Jhignti  9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D 

JOSEPH  MORIARTV,  M.D. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
Thb  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districu  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Bar  infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  oflectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  In  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER    M  D 
*Vam««a  Street,  Jfov.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  il.D'. 

,vTi?AS2^?'^'*  MEDiCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP.  JR.at  74  Washlnaton  Street,  four  doors  south  of  City  Hall,  to  whom  all  communications 
■inst  be  addreased,|»0sc^pai4.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
Bumhers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  In  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  $3^  afler  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agenta  allowed 
every  aeventh  copy  ^otis.— Orders  from  a  distaneemust  be  accomnanlod  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
■nttalkctory  reference.— Poilage  the  came  aa  for  a  newspaper. 
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GERHARD  ON  TYPHUS  FEVER. 

[The  last  number  of  the  American  Journa]  of  the  Medical  Sciences 
contains  a  very,  interesting  and  valuable  article  on  the  typhus  fever 
which  occurred  in  Philadelphia  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1836,  bv 
W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.D.,  one  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Blockley  HospitaL 
From  the  more  practical  part  of  Dr.  G.'s  paper,  we  make  a  few 
extracts.] 

Prognosis. — We  inferred  with  considerable  certainty  that  a  patient 
would  recover  who  was  admitted  at  the  early  stages  of  the  affection, 
and  whose  constitution  was  not  broken  down  by  previous  diseases  or 
excesses.  The  event  generally  justiSed  this  opinion,  as  the  results 
of  the  treatment  will  prove.  Typhus,  therefore,  is  not  a  very  mortal 
disorder,  although  always  dangerous.  It  is  scarcely  more  fatal  than 
dothinenteritis  or  pneumonia.  When  the  stupor  was  extreme,  so 
severe  as  almost  to  amount  to  coma,  the  prognosis  was  nearly  always 
fatal ;  but  if  the  stupor  could  be  diminished,  although  only  for  a  short 
time,  by  rousing  the  patient  or  addressing  him  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice, 
the  fever  might  be  expected  to  terminate  favorably.  We  could  not 
trace  a  close  connection  between  the  degree  of  subsultus,  or  the  altera- 
tion of  the  senses  or  sensibility,  and  the  danger  of  the  disease.  The 
affection  of  the  lungs  was  generally  moderate,  and  was  therefore 
omitted  in  our  calculations ;  still,  decided  pneumonia  became  a  grave 
complication,  and  evidently  proved  fatal  to  one  of  our  patients.  The* 
prognosis  was  extremely  unfavorable  if  the  prostration,  which  is  so 
frequent  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  disease,  happened  to  occur  at  the 
be^nning,  or  during  its  course,  before  the  complete  abatement  of  the 
fever. 

The  prognosis  was  different  at  various  periods  of  the  epidemic. 
The  same  rule  extended  to  typhus  as  to  cholera,  and  other  epidemics 
of  malignant  disease.  At  the  beginning  the  cerebral  symptoms  were 
more  violent  than  they  were  afterwards,  and  our  prognosis  was  grave, 
in  accordance  with  the  great  mortality  which  then  occurred.  But 
afterwards,  when  the  fever  was  less  extended,  it  also  became  a  less 
mortal  disease,  and  we  anticipated  the  recovery  of  the  patient  in 
nearly  every  case.  This  rule  of  prognosis  should  therefore  not  be 
overlooked  by  those  who  may  witness  similar  epidemics ;  if  they  are 
limited  and  short,  the  success  of  treatment  will  seem  very  great ;  but 
if  their  form  be  more  violent,  a  fatal  termination  may  be  expected  in 
a  considerable  proportion  of  patients. 
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That  typhus  is  clearly  a  contagious  disease,  was  fully  proved  in  the 
epidemic  of  1836  at  Philadelphia.  Its  contagious  property  is  also  ad- 
mitted  by  most  authors  who  have  accurately  observed  the  same  disease. 
We  must  therefore  immediately  take  precautions  for  the  complete  sepa- 
ration of  typhus  patients  from  those  afiected  with  other  diseases.  If 
the  number  of  typhus  cases  be  small,  these  precautions  need  not  be  so 
strictly  enforced;  and  may  be  limited  to  the  free  ventilation ^f  the 
ward  and  the  preservation  of  absolute  cleanliness.  The  contagious 
principle  does  not  extend  far  from  the  individual,  and  is  readily  dissipa- 
ted by  free  ventilation.  The  chlorides  of  lime  and  soda  were  used  free- 
ly about  the  bed  of  the  patient ;  and  although  they  certainly  did  not 
prove  substitutes  for  fresh  air,  they  were  useful,  and  the  chlorine  in  a 
great  degree  neutralized  the  offensive  exhalation  from  the  patients. 
We  need  not  add  that  the  friends  of  the  patient  should  be  excluded 
from  his  apartment,  except  as  many  as  may  be  required  for  the  neces- 
sary services  to  the  sick.  This  exclusion  is  necessary  to  prevent  the 
propagation  of  the  disease,  and  preserve  the  air  of  the  room  in  purity. 

In  practice  we  should  remember  these  precautions ;  and  although  at 
the  time,  typhus  may  not  e&ist.  practitioners  throughout  the  country 
should  recollect  this  necessity.  For  partial  epidemics  of  petechial 
typhus  will  undoubtedly  again  occur ;  and  if  they  are  not  managed  with 
the  necessary  care,  the  disease  may  extend  to  a  large  number  of  pa- 
tients who  would  otherwise  have-  escaped.  We  are  the  more  earnest 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  this  subject,  as  the  disputes 
relative  to  the  contagion  of  yellow  fever  have  certainly  unsettled  the 
minds  of  many  physicians  on  the  subject  of  contagion  in  febrile  diseases. 
But  as  we  possess  clear  demonstrative  evidence  of  the  direct  contagion 
of  petechial  typhus,  it  would  be  both  absurd  and  criminal  to  neglect  the 
appropriate  hygienic  measures. 

The  treatment  which  was  usually  pursued  by  us,  may  be  learned 
from  a  study  of  the  remedies  already  indicated  ;  but  as  their  separate 
examination  tends  to  break  up  the  connection  of  this  description,  we 
will  state  in  a  few  words  what  treatment  we  thought  preferable  under 
ordinary  circumstances.  At  the  beginning  local  blood-letting  will  di- 
minish the  cephalalgia  or  other  local  uneasiness  which  may  chance  to 
exist ;  general  bleeding  is  to  be  used  only  as  an  occasional  treatment ; 
afterwards  the  patient  should  be  kept  upon  a  mild  farinaceous  diet,  with 
a  little  animal  broth.  The  heat  of  the  surface  is  to  be  moderated  by 
cool  or  tepid  sponging,  preferring  a  solution  of  chloride  of  soda  to 
simple  water.  The  effervescing  draught  and  other  mild  beverages  may 
be  taken  as  a  common  drink,  more  stimulating  diaphoretics  if  the 
strength  of  the  patient  should  fail ;  wine  and  other  stimulants  should  be 
given  when  the  prostration  is  great ;  and  quinine,  with  a  concentrated 
diet,  should  be  added  when  the  fever  subsides,  and  the  skin  becomes 
cool.  Emetics,  purgatives  and  blisters  were  found  useful  occasional 
prescriptions,  adapted  to  the  removal  of  particular  states  of  the  system, 
but  did  not  answer  our  expectations  as  a  general  method  of  treatment. 

The  mortality  amongst  the  cases  which  were  treated  by  us  from  the 
beginning  was  not  great ;  but  the  total  loss  of  patients  admitted  at  ad- 
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vanced  periods  of  the  disease,  many  of  whom  were  moribund,  was  very 
considerable,  about  one  in  three.  The  best  means  of  judging  is  to  ex- 
amine the  mortality  amongst  the  officers  and  servants  of  the  house  who 
happened  to  be  taken,  with  fever  while  in  a  good  or  tolerable  health. 
Of  these  patients  two  died,  making  about  one  in  seven.  Of  the  two 
who  (lied  one  was  paralytic,  enfeebled  and  advanced  in  years ;  the  other 
was  a  young  woman  in  good  health,  but  was  affected  at  the  beginning 
of  the  epidemic,  when  the  disease  was  very  severe,  and  our  notions  of 
the  treatment  were  not  so  deGnite  as  they  afterwards  became.  The 
mortality  is  not  then  great,  under  favorable  circumstances ;  hut  is  very 
large  when  neglect,  bad  food,  crowded  apartments,  a  broken  constitution, 
and  above  all,  a  severe  form  of  the  epidemic,  are  combined. 

The  duration  of  this  disease,  after  it  was  fully  formed,  varied  from 
eleven  to  twenty-eight  days.  In  a  few  cases  it  was  protracted  for  a  still 
longer  time,  but  these  cases  were  complicated  with  an  accidental  lesion, 
developed  during  the  course  of  the  fever,  and  lasting  after  the  latter  had 
completely  disappeared.  The  average  duration,  exclusive  of  the  cases 
which  terminated  in  death  or  in  sloughing  of  the  depending  parts,  or 
disease  of  the  chest,  was  nineteen  and  a  half  days.  About  one  half 
the  cases  terminated  at  or  very  near  the  twentieth  day  (from  19th  to 
2ist  inclusive).  In  the  cases  which  lasted  less  than  the  average  time, 
roost  of  the  patients  were  below  the  age  of  twenty  years,  so  that  youth 
not  only  diminishes  the  danger  of  typhus  but  shortens  its  duration.  After 
twenty  the  duration  of  the  disease  did  not  seem  to  depend  upon  the  age 
of  the  patient. 

The  duration  of  the  cases  which  entered  at  an  early  period  of  the 
disease  was  less  than  that  of  those  admitted  after  the  first  week. 
Whether  the  longer  duration  of  the  latter  cases  depended  upon  the 
want  of  care  and  previous  bad  treatment,  or  whether  the  cases  adtnitted 
at  the  later  periods  of  the  fever  were  selected  in  consequence  of  their 
not  recovering  so  rapidly  as  other  patients,  cannot  be  rigorously  demon- 
strated. We  believe  much  of  the  difference  arose  from  the  absence  of 
medical  attention  and  the  necessary  comforts  of  life,  as  many  of  these 
protracted  cases  were  evidently  slight,  but  they  were  nevertheless  pro- 
longed beyond  the  average  duration. 

The  general  conclusions  with  respect  to  the  power  of  treatment, 
are,  that  though  it  cannot  cut  short  the  petechial  typhus  after  the  disease 
is  formed,  it  may  shorten  the  duration,  diminish  the  mortality,  and  miti- 
gate the  severity  of  the  symptoms. 


IDENTITY,    SLEEP  AND    DREAMING. 

(Concluded  from  page  17.) 

In  considering  the  bearing  which  the  late  case  of  somnambulism  has  on 
other  mental  affections,  it  is  necessary  to  recal  to  mind  the  following 
phenomena  which  the  patient  exhibited  while  in  the  paroxysm. 

1st.  Great  diminution  of  external  sensation. 

2d.  Great  activity  of  memory,  and  of  imagination. 
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3d.  Mistaking  the  suggestions  of  memory  and  imagiDation  for  re* 
alities. 

4th.  Excepting,  however,  those  facts,  which  memory  recalled  from 
former  paroxysms. 

That  these  phenomena  depended  on  the  condition  of  the  brain,  is 
evident  from  the  consideration,  that  had  they  depended  on  conscious* 
ness,  no  "reason  can  be  assigned  why  it  could  draw  facts  from  a  previous 
period,  without  drawing  the  conclusion  of  its  own  pre-extstence  in  con- 
nection with  those  facts.  When  it  is  considered,  also,  that  this  .mental 
affection  had  just  been  preceded  by  inordinate  locomotive  activity,  and 
a  still  more  wonderful  increase  of  external  sensibility,  known  functions 
of  the  nervous  system,  both  of  which  were  now  nearly  inactive,  there 
can  be  np  hesitation  in  referring  the  whole  to  that  part  of  the  brain  by 
which  the  internal  acts  of  consciousness  are  carried  on. 

The  wonderful  acuteness  of  memory,  of  wit,  judgment,  in  short  the 
increase  of  all  mental  actions,  unite,  with  analogical  inference  from  the 
previous  increased  power  of  the  perception  of  sensation  and  of  locomo- 
tion, in  showing  that  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  brain  present,  was  one 
of  exalted  irritability. 

But  though  the  condition  of  the  brain  was  one  of  exalted  irritability, 
its  mode  of  activity,  instead  of  being  altered  by  it,  was  merely  modified, 
some  parts  being  left  out,  in  consequence  of  this  increase  of  irritability. 
Reasoning,  memory,  impulsion,  took  place  according  to  the  laws  of 
suggestion  and  combination,  within  certain  limits,  as  regularly  as  in  the 
natural  state.  This  will  be  understood  by  taking  into  View  some  of  the 
facts  that  consciousness  reveals  to  us. 

When  a  new  idea  enters  the  mind,  whether  from  sensation,  from 
memory,  from  imagination,  or  judgment,  the  mind  is  exercised  in  one  of 
two  ways  ;  as  it  believes  it  true  and  in  reality  present,  or  as  it  doubts  of 
Its  truth  and  present  reality.  In  the  first  case,  it  is  affected  by  it  in 
relation  to  its  consequences;  in  the  second,  it  acts  to  learn  its  truth  or 
falsehood  as  a  preparatory  step  to  following  it  out  to  its  consequences. 
Now  it  was  this  preliminary  process  that  was  the  only  thing  wanting  in 
all  the  above  instances.  Alter  making  allowance  for  this,  everything 
went  on,  in  train,  as  harmoniously  as  in  the  waking  state. 

We  can  account  for  the  loss  of  this  process  in  no  other  way  than  by 
supposing,  either  that  the  brain  was  unable  to  pass  through  the  consecu- 
tive changes  necessary  for  the  train  of  ideas,  which  so  modify  the  first 
idea,  as  to  give  the  impression  of  its  truth  or  falsehood,  or  that  the  sug- 
gesting principle  was  itself  wanting,  to  excite  its  activity  in  that  mode. 
The  fact,  however,  that  the  brain  executed  the  first  process  in  remem- 
bering and  justly  estimating  in  subsequent  paroxysms  what  took  place  in 
previous  ones  (the  irritability  being  then  the  same  as  natural,  relative 
to  those  paroxysms,  and  less  compared  with  the  increase  from  that  of 
the  natural  state,  to  that  of  either  paroxysm),  is  a  sufficient  proof  of 
its  ability  to  perform  the  process  when  the  conditions  were  favorable ; 
so  that  the  question  resolves  itself  into  the  inquiry,  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  suggesting  principle  which  alone  was  wanting  to  excite  the  mind 
in  the  train  necessary  to  correct iu  ideas?  or,  rather,  what  was  the  state 
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of  the  brain  that  rendered  it  indisposed  to  pass  through  its  wonted 
phases  corresponding  to  that  train  of  ideas  ? 

There  is  abundant  reason  to  believe,  that  the  medium  by  which  the 
mind  judges  of  the  truth  and  reality  of  an  idea,  is  the  degree  of  im- 
pression which  it  makes  on  the  brain.  We  are  ail  conscious  that  we 
give  our  assent  at  once  to  the  ideas  excited  by  external  sensation,  as 
well  as  intuition.  Those  ideas  appear  vivid,  and  complete.  They 
arrest  the  attention,  and  fix  it  wholly  upon  themselves.  The  mind  rests 
upon  them,  as  it  were.  The  brain  momentarily  ceases  its  action.  But 
the  ideas  of  memory  or  imagination  are  indefinite  or  inconiplete.  And 
h  is  this  sensation  of  indistinctness  which  distinguishes  them  as  ideas  of 
memory  or  fancy,  and  suggests  to  the  mind  the  propriety  of  inquiring 
into  their  truth  and  present  reality.  This  is  done  by  calling  up  other 
ideas  calculated  to  modify  the  original  one,  and  give  to  the  mind  the 
power  of  estimating  its  true  relation.  Yet,  by  an  effort  of  conscious- 
ness, we  can  so  fix  the  mind  upon  the  contemplation  of  that  single  idea, 
that  it  will  appear  as  a  reality.  Hence  the  conceptions  of  the  poet  and 
the  painter.  Tlieir  greatness  depends  on  the  power  which  they  have  of 
creating  an  imaginary  world  from  the  reminiscences  of  the  past,  or  the 
visions  of  the  future,  and  setting  aside  all  suggestions  calculated  to 
weaken  confidence  in  its  reality  ;  of  dwelling  in  it,  as  it  were,  and  of 
employing  themselves  in  delineating  its  features,  or  tracing  the  effect  of 
its  varied  scenes  on  their  feelings  and  passions,  without  losing  the  thread 
which  binds  them  to  their  former  selves,  and  to  the  real  world  which 
they  inhabit  in  common  with  us.  The  frequent  instances  of  mental  de- 
rangement found  in  these  two  professions,  depend  on  this  form  of  men- 
tal occupation,  conducted  without  sufficient  care  to  preserve  their  actual 
relations  inviolate.  Habit  gives  to  the  imaginary  world  the  preponder- 
ance over  the  real  world ;  the  visions  of  memory  or  fancy  become  more 
vivid,  and  make  a  stronger  impression  on  the  mind,  than  those  of  sensa- 
tion and  intuition,  until  finally  they  are  mistaken  for  realities,  and  give 
rise  to  numberless  illusions. 

How  can-  we  account  for  this  eiTect,  but  by  supposing  the  brain  to 
have  acquired  a  morbid  irritability  of  acting  relatively  to  that  mode  of 
activity,  by  continued  repetition  of  passing  into  the  same  states  for  the 
impressions  of  memory  and  imagination,  which  belong  to  it  for  those  of 
sensation  and  intuition  alone  ? 

All  the  forms  of  monomania  are  but  one  continued  illustration  of  this 
principle.  And  if  }  do  not  follow  them  out  in  this  connection,  it  is  be- 
cause the  pages  of  a  Journal  whose  design  is  practical,  admits  of  little 
room  for  disquisitions  of  this  kind.  Spectral  illusions,  also,  contribute  to 
the  same  effect. 

If,  again,  we  suppose  the  brain  to  become  preternaturally  irritable  in 
all  its  modes  of  activity,  it  is  easy  to  explain  how  it  is,  that  in  some  in- 
sane persons,  exaggerations,  spectral  illusions,  deceptions,  mistaking  one 
person  or  thing  for  another,  occur  simultaneously.  The  slightest  resem- 
blance or  analogy  acting  through  the  nerves  of  sensation  or  reflection, 
and  bylaw  of  association,  suffices  to  tbrow  the  brain  into  the  same  state 
frj>m  which  it  formerly  transmitted  to  consciousness  the  same  ideas  that 
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now  occupy  the  mind.  It  is  useless,  and  worse  than  useless,  to  attempt 
to  remove  these  false  impressions  by  argument,  for  the  mind  is  impressed 
with  the  idea  as  much  as  in  the  healtliy  state  it  ever  can  be  with  a  visi- 
ble object.  To  argue  with  such  a  person  is,  therefore,  like  undertaking 
to  persuade  a  sound  man  out  of  the  evidence  of  his  senses. 

In  like  manner,  in  the  case  before  us,  by  supposing  that  the  reflecting 
portion  of  the  nervous  apparatus  had  acquired  the  same  intense  degree 
of  irritability,  which  was  manifested  but  a  short  time  before  in  the  sen- 
sitive and  locomotive  portions  respectively,  we  have  a  single  cause  which 
at  once  explains  satisfactorily  all  the  phenomena  attending  the  state  of 
somnambulism.  The  faint  impressions  of  memory  and  imagination  acted 
on  a  surface  of  highly  increased  sensibility,  and  the  result  was  increased 
, vividness,  completeness,  distinctness,  in  short,  a  state  of  the  brain  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  when  the  idea  recalled  was  first  presented  to  the 
mind,  or  the  idea  imagined  appeared  as  a  conclusion  of  reason,  and  left 
DO  motive,  nor  occasion,  to  make  any  inquiries  in  relation  to   its  truth. 

We  are  also  led  to  infer  that  there  is  a  sort  of  circulation  of  an  influ- 
ence throughout  the  nervous  system,  subject  to  local  determinations, 
like  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  vascular  system  ;  and  whether  it 
is  considered  of  the  nature  of  the  galvanic  fluid,  or  something  that  never 
exists  but  in  connection  with  life,  it  was  to  the  irregular  distribution  of  it 
that  all  the  phenomena  must  be  referred,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  to  the 
particular  portions  of  the  nervous  apparatus  that  increase  of  irritability 
which  the  increase  of  their  functions  manifested. 

It  may  not  be  gratuitous  to  observe,  further,  that  the  order  in  which 
these  different  portions  of  the  nervous  system  were  aflTected,  was  the 
same  in  which  they  are  accustomed  to  lose  their  irritability  in  the 
change  from  the  waking  to  the  sleeping  state,  viz*  volition,  sensation 
and  reflection ;  and,  to  hazard  a  speculation,  that  the  whole  series  of 
phenomena,  from  the  commencement  of  convulsions  to  the  close  of 
talking,  was  but  an  irregular  process  of  going  to  sleep — the  nervous 
influence,  instead  of  flowing  gradually  and  partially  from  the  circum- 
ference to  the  centre,  being  propelled  suddenly  and  totaUy^  with  such 
momentum  as  to  occasion  a  reflux  back  again.  But  the  flow  and  reflow 
progressively  diminishing,  after  each  centripetal  direction,  from  being 
enabled  to- reach,  at  first,  the  nerves  of  volition,  in  the  second  place  the 
nerves  o{  sensation,  in  the  third  the  nerves  of  rejiem'on,  occasioning  in  an 
intense  degree  the  phenomena  of  each  of  these  systems,  it  finally  passed 
from  the  functions  of  animal  life  altogether,  teriivnating  in  profound 
sleep.  The  regularity  which  was  manifested  in  the  recurrence  of  these 
phenomena,  the  suddenness  of  the  transition  from  one  state  to  the 
other,  the  excessive  torpor  of  those  systems  not  immediately  exercised, 
could  not  but  suggest  this  hypothesis  to  an  impartial  observer  ;  while  the 
phenomena  of  nervous,  intermittent  and  convulsive  diseases,  mania,  epi- 
lepsy, apoplexy,  hysteria,  &c.,  more  or  less  concur  in  support  of  it. 

His  mistake  in  regard  to  the  appreciation  of  time,  is  accounted  for 
from  the  rapid  succession  of  ideas  in  his  mind — our  estimate  of  time 
being  founded  on  the  number  of  ideas  which  pass  through  the  mind  in  a 
given  period. 
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I  shall  conclirde  these  observations,  by  oiSeriog  the  following  conclu- 
sioos  to  which  they  lead,  as  answers  to  the  questions  first  propo3ed 

1.  Personal  identity  was  lost  from  the  sudden  suspension  of  con- 
sciousness, and  its  revival  occurring  in  a  state  when  the  suggestions  of 
memory  were  taken  for  realities,  no  clue  could  be  afforded  by  which  it 
could  be  recovered  in  the  usual  way  after  sleep. 

2.  All  the  phenomena  are  referable  to  an  increase  of  irritability,  in 
that  portion  of  the  nervous  structure  appropriated  to  the  performance  of 
the  intellectual  and  moral  acts. 

•3.  It  differed  from  sleep,  in  one  part  of  the  functions  of  animal  life 
being  exercised  with  unusual  activity  and  power,  while  the  rest  were 
more  torpid  than  usual  in  sleep. 

4.  It  differed  from  dreaming,  in  nothing  except  occasionally  giving 
utterance  to  thoughts  passing  in  the  mind. 

5.  It  differed  from  all  the  forms  of  mania,  in  the  suspension  of  sensa- 
tion and  volition. 

6.  A  legitimate  inference,  unless  facts  can  be  urged  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  it,  from  comparing  all  the  circumstances,  is,  that  that  intense 
irritability,  which  gave  to  the  impressions  of  memory  and  imagination 
the  vividness  of  reality,  was  a  less  degree,  or  a  transfer  of  that,  which 
gave  to  the  faintest  impressions  of  light  the  power  of  exciting  distinct 
vision,  to  ordinary  impressions  a  dazzling  effect,  and  to  volition  a  wonder- 
ful energy,  activity  and  harmony  of  combination,  in  muscular  action  ; 
and  consequently  the  laws  which  regulate  the  operations  of  the  mind 
must  be  sought  for  in  conjunction  with  those  of  sensation  and  volition. 

B.  D.  H. 
Since  the  above  was  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Journal,  the  writer  took 
up  the  No.  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  for  April  last, 
in  which  is  a  letter  from  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  setting  forth  his  claims  to 
the  discovery  of  what  he  calls  the  reflux  function  of  the  nerves.  This 
reflux  function  seems  to  be,  according  to  Dr.  Hall,  a  power  in  the 
nerves  when  irritated  to  excite  motions  in  the  muscular  system,  inde- 
pendent of  sensation  or  volition.  The  view  opposed  to  this,  drawn 
from  a  comparison  of  similar  facts  by  the  reviewer  of  his  work,  by  Cu- 
vier,  and  by  Professor  Dunglison,  is  expressed  by  the  latter  in  his  work 
on  physiolc^y,  as  follows.  '*  That  volition  "  (and  of  course  sensation) 
''  b  seated  chiefly  in  the  brain,  but  that  an  obscure  volition  may,  perhaps, 
extend  over  the  whole  spinal  axis."  Cannot  the  facts  be  better  ex- 
plained, and  the  opinions  reconciled,  by  considering  what  has  been 
termed  volition  as  a  sensation,  and  muscular  motion  independent  of 
both  ?  that  it  is  not  because  the  mind  feels  a  desire  or  will  to  move,  or  to 
call  up  a  certain  idea  from  memory  or  imagination,  that  motion  or  think- 
ing is  exercised,  but  because  the  state  of  the  brain  or  nervous  system 
in  which  that  sensation  is  felt  is  the  one  which  predisposes,  by  nature  or 
education,  to  the  subsequent  mental  or  muscular  effort? — the  sensation 
kself  being  superadded,  though  from  the  habit  of  always  observing  it  pre- 
cede the  act,  we  are  deceived  into  the  belief  that  it  is  the  cause.  Para- 
lysis, consequent  on  disease  of  the  brain,  may  arise  from  two  causes ; 
1st,  from  the  brain  becoming  so  impaired  in  its  general  structure  as  to  be 
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incapable,  when  operated  upon  by  motives,  of  passing  through  the  suc- 
cessive changes  preliminary  to  the  state  expressed  by  volition  ;  2d,  froin 
incapacity  to  transmit  its  stimulus  to  the  system  of  voluntary  nerves. 
The  general  paralysis  of  insane  people  is  an  example  of  the  Srst; 
hemiplegia,  of  the  last.  The  system  of  voluntary  motion  has  its  laws, 
independent  of  the  brain  and  of  other  agents ;  and  while  its  excitability 
remains,  it  acts  according  to  those  laws,  whether  stimulated  by  the  brain, 
by  galvanism,  or  any  irritant. 

The  argument  for  necessity  by  Collins,  Edwards,  and  Locke,  adapts 
itself  happily  to  this  view.  That  education  increases  the  size,  im- 
proves the  powers  and  functional  actions  of  the  brain,  few  will  deny. 
And  it  is  universally  admitted  that  the  brain  is  the  seat  of  the  disease  in 
mental  derangement.  The  constant  feature  present  in  this  disease,  and 
the  only  constant  one,  is  want  of  control.  The  meaning  of  which  is, 
that  there  is  a  loss  of  balance  between  the  effect  of  motives  that  excite 
to  a  given  action  and  of  ideas  that  suggest  their  consequences,  and  that 
joint  effect  of  other  motives  tending  to  restrain  the  action  of  the  first, 
and  other  ideas  tending  to  modify  the  second,  and  enable  us  to  judge  of 
their  truth  if  suggested  by  imagination,  and  of  their  present  reality  if 
suggested  by  memory.  In  all  cases  of  excitement  the  former  prepon- 
derate over  the  latter,  producing  exaggeration  and  perversion  ;  in  imbe- 
cility, the  latter,  producing  inconclusiveness,  doubt,  and  hesitation. 
This,  I  believe,  is  susceptible  of  proof;  and  the  oply  rational  method  of 
applying  the  two  propositions  together,  viz.  the  organ  deranged,  and 
the  features  of  derangement,  and  deducing  a  legitimate  conclusion,  is,  to 
infer  that  these  last  arose  from  altered  sensibility  of  the  brain. 


LARGE  DOSES  OP  OPIUM  IN  RHEUMATISM. 

CCommunlcated  for  the  Botton  Medical  and  Surgical  Joamal.] 

I  STATED,  in  a  former  communication  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal,  that  when  a  proper  opportunity  presented  itself,  1  would 
give  an  account  of  two  more  cases  of  rheumatism,  in  which  large  doses 
of  opium  were  used.  These  were  the  first  cases  of  rheumatic  affection 
I  ever  saw.  One  patient,  Mr.  H.  L.,  resided  in  E. ;  the  other,  D.  S., 
Esq.,  in  C.  The  former  recovered,  but  the  latter  did  not.  H.  L.  was 
a  youne  man,  perhaps  about  twenty-five,  of  not  a  very  robust  constitu- 
tion. He  had  been  affected  with  moveable  pains  and  swelled  joints  a 
week  when  I  saw.  Fever,  rather  of  the  typhoid  type,  had  been  seated 
upon  him  two  or  three  days  when  I  was  first  called.  Thinking  it  'j  no- 
thing but  rheumatism,"  as  they  expressed  themselves,  they  did  not  send 
(or  a  physician  as  soon  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done.  They 
would  not  have  sent  as  soon  as  they  did,  had  it  not  been  for  a  profuse 
hemorrhage  from  the  nose,  which  they  could  not  stop.  My  place  of 
residence  was  six  miles  from  his,  and  the  hsmorrhage  lasted  from  the 
time  it  commenced  till  after  my  arrival.  It  was  suppressed  by  styptic 
applications  externally  and  locally,  and  by  pills  of  acetate  of  lead,  opium 
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and  ipecacuanha  internally.  It  was  judged  by  those  who  were  present 
that  be  lost  four  quarts  of  blood ;  but  as  blood  shows  more  than  it  really 
is,  this  was  probably  an  erroneous  judgment.  The  treatment  afterwards 
was  the  same  as  that  of  the  other  cases  which  I  have  mentioned.  This 
produced  a  mitigation  of  the  pain  and  swelling,  a  gentle  but  continued 
diaphoresis,  and  the  same  sort  of  pleasurable  sensations  which  were  spo- 
ken of  in  my  other  communication.  As  the  disorder  had  become  so 
firmly  seated,  neither  the  pain,  the  swelling  nor  the  fever  could  be  en- 
tirely removed.  Sometimes  every  joint  was  swollen,  and  sometimes 
only  those  of  a  particular  limb.  After  commencing  With  the  course 
above  mentioned,  he  suffered  not  much  if  he  kept  still,  but  if  he  moved 
an  inch  without  the  greatest  caution,  the  pain  was  excruciating. 

In  addition  to  the  remedies  prescribed  for  the  rheumatic  affection,  the 
fever,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  had  to  be  looked  to.  This,  as  it  was 
treated  in  the  common  way,  need  not  be  commented  upon.  For 
about  a  week  he  was  as  comfortable  as  could  be  expected,  the  effects  of 
the  treatment  being  pretty  much  what  they  were  in  the  cases  named  in 
my  other  communication.  The  fever,  however,  somewhat  increased, 
and  from  this  cause,  as  1  supposed,  he  was  seized  a  second  time  with 
haemorrhage  from  the  nose.  The  loss  of  blood  was  great — so  great,  that 
I  am  unwilling  to  state  what  the  opinion  was  'in  regard  to  it.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  it  was  suppressed  as  readily  as  in  the  /ormer  instance,  and  by 
the  same  remedies.  I  continued  the  opium  course,  but  owing  to  the 
severe  rheumatic  affection,  the  fever  and  loss  of  blood,  such  a  degree  of 
subsultus  tendinum  presented  itself,  that  every  joint  and  every  muscle 
was  in  motion.  In  the  course  of  three  weeks  from  the  time  I  first  saw 
bim,  the  fever  and  swelling  subsided,  and  the  subsultus  tendinum  disap- 
peared. Soon  he  began  to  talk  of  nourishment ;  and  gruel,  rice  water 
and  weak  broths  were  allowed  bim.  There  had  been  a  want  of  color 
in  his  face,  but  now,  perhaps  from  the  food  that  had  been  given  him, 
there  was  a  flush  upon  it.  The  fever,  which  had  pretty  much  left  him, 
again  exhibited  itself  His  pulse  were  full  and  hard,  and  rheumatic  af- 
fection was  again  exhibiting  itself  in  his  joints.  I  was  somewhat  at  a 
loss  what  to  do,  and  was  about  to  make  a  proposition  for  another  physi- 
cian to  be  called.  His  pulse  being  hard  and  full,  1  thought  it  would  do 
no  harm  to  bleed  ;  I  therefore  took  a  pint  from  his  arm,  and  from  this 
time  he  continued  to  recover.  His  recovery,  owing  to  his  debilitated 
state,  was  slow,  but  constant.  From  the  healthiul  diaphoresis  and 
other  favorable  effects  of  the  medicine,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
opium  course  was  a  useful  one,  and  the  only  one  which,  aided  by  any 
other  remedies,  would  have  effected  a  cure.  In  regard  to  the  haemor- 
rhage, it  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  W.,  an  eminent  physician  in  the  district 
where  I  belonged,  that  he  would  not  have  recovered  had  it  not  been  for 
this.  '*  You  would  not  have  dared  to  bleed  him,"  said  he,  "  so  much 
as  his  case  required." 

The  case  of  D.  S.,  Esq.  was  not  deemed,  at  its  commencement, 
80  severe'as  the  preceding.  There  was  no  haemorrhage,  and  the  fever 
was  not  so  much  of  the  typhoid  type.  The  pain,  swelling,  redness 
and  heat  were  equal  to  what  they  were  in  the  other.     1  bled  him  twice, 
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largely,  and  made  use  of  the  same  treatment  in  addition  to  this,  which 
has  been  mentioned  in  my  account  of  the  other  cases.  He  was  a  per^ 
son  of  a  more  robust  and  athletic  constitution  than  the  person  of  whom 
I  have  just  spoken.  Never,  in  any  case,  was  there  anything  done  that 
seemed  to  have  a  more  favorable  effect  than  this  treatment.  An  abate- 
ment of  the  fever,  subsidence  of  the  swelling,  pain  and  redness,  diapho- 
resis, the  softening  and  diminished  frequency  of  the  pulse,  all  promised 
very  decidedly  a  favorable  prognosis.  His  tongue  was  less  coated, 
mouth  moist,  intestinal  and  urinary  excretions  regular,  and  every  symp- 
tom favorable — much  more  so  than  in  the  case  I  have  just  treated  of  at 
the  same  period  of  the  disease.  He  was  weak  and  somewhat  debili- 
tated, to  be  sure,  and  on  this  account,  Dr.  R.,  of  P.,  a  physician  con- 
sidered by  many  to  be  very  skilful  in  raising  up,  or  '<  patching  up,"  as 
be  himself  expressed  it,  weak  patients,  was  proposed  as  a  proper  person, 
to  be  sent  for  as  a  consulting  physician.  He  had  the  reputation  of 
being  a  regular  physician,  because  he  belonged  to  the  Medical  Society, 
but  in  practice  he  was  more  than  half  quack.  One  half  of  the  people 
believed  in  his  superior  medical  attainments,  and  the  other  half  believed 
him  more  conceited  than  learned,  more  confided  in  by  people  of  an 
insufficiency  of  discernment,  than  worthy  of  confidence.  He  practised 
according  to  the  Brunonian  theory,  and  of  course,  as  he  patient  was  low 
and  considered  to  be  debilitated,  he  must  have  wine,  bitters,  and  bark. 
These  were  administered,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  the  skin  was  dry  and 
husky,  the  mouth  was  parched  and  furred,  and  the  pulse  were  hard  and 
wiry.  In  a  week  all  the  bad  symptoms  were  so  much  aggravated,  that 
it  was  deemed  improper,  even  by  Dr.  R.'s  admirers,  to  continue  his 
course  any  longer.  At  my  su^estion.  Dr.  W.,  the  physician  before 
referred  to,  was  sent  for.  He  had  attained  such  eminence  as  a  physi- 
cian, that  even  Dr.  R.  had  to  quail  under  him.  Rather  than  do  this  in 
the  present  instance,  he  declined  coming  any  more.  Dr.  W.  agreed 
with  Dr.  Armstrong  in  regard  to  depleting  remedies,  and  of  course 
thought  it  best  to  bleed.  Generally  his  practice  in  regard  to  this  was 
very  judicious ;  but  in  the  present  case,  on  account  of  its  having  been 
resorted  to  at  so  late  a  period,  I  have  always  been  fearful  it  did  harm. 
This,  as  the  inflammatory  symptoms  when  he  first  saw  him  were  very 
high,  he  placed  much  dependence  upon,  and  resorted  to .  very  exten- 
sively. He  deemed  it  judicious,  however,  to  keep  up  the  opium  course, 
and  from  this,  though  he  did  not  recover,  his  sufferings  were  so  alle- 
viated, that  he  would  never  say  that  he  experienced  any  pain.  For  the 
greatest  part  of  the  time  while  he  was  sicJc,  if  he  moved  carefully  he 
was  free  from  pain.  Not  only  was  he  free  from  bodily  suffering,  but 
from  mental  likewise.  He  enjoyed  himself,  according  to  appearances, 
as  well  as  though  he  had  been  in  perfect  health.  On  asking  him  how 
hexlid,  he  always  said  he  was  better,  and  would,  in  a  good  natured  and 
pleasant  way,  say  something  to  make  you  laugh.  After  the  first  few 
days,  he  never  expressed  any  uneasiness  of  mind  but  once,  and  that 
was  occasioned  by  the  following  circumstance.  He  was  a  candidate  for 
office,  and  it  being  election  day,  thinking  he  mi^ht  experience  some 
solicitude  about  it,  in  allusion  to  it,  I  told  him  I  supposed  he  would 
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be  as  likely  to  obtain  the  election  as  though  be  was  well.  ^'  I  am 
sorry,"  said  he,  "  you  mentioned  this.  1  have  not  felt  so  bad  before 
since  1  was  sick."  He  bad  now  got  to  be  pretty  weak,  and  as  I  saw 
him  afterwards  shed  tears  and  exhibit  other  symptoms  of  nervous  ex* 
qjtement,  I  considered  the  sensorium  somewhat  affected.  He  died  in 
four  days  afterwards,  but  never  apparently  suffered  much  either  from 
bodily  or  mental  pain,  except  in  the  instance  alluded  to.  The  advan- 
tages of  opium  can  be  perceived,  even  in  these  cases.  In  the  first,  I 
think  it  was  so  requisite  as  a  medicine,  that  without  it  the  patient  never 
would  have  recovered.  In  the  last,  though  it  effected  not  a  cure,  it 
rendered  the  bed  of  death  easy.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  unphilosophi- 
cal  and  unjustifiable'  practice  of  Dr.  R.,  there  cannot  be  much  doubt 
that  he  would  have  got  well. 

It  was  mentioned  in  my  other  communication  that  one  thing  more 
would  be  mentioned  in  favor  of  this  practice.  Dr.  W.,  of  a  neighbor- 
ing town,  had  practised,  successfully,  as  he  said,  bathing  in  ice  water  for 
the  rheumatism.  1  asked  him  in  what  way  such  a  remedy  could  be 
successful.  ''  By  producing  such  a  torpor  of  the  vessels  that  were  in- 
flamed, that  they  could  not  recover  themselves  sufficiently  to  resume 
the  inflammatory,  or  increased  action.  Bathing  for  a  short  time  only, 
will  not  effect  a  cure.  The  inflammation  would  be  rather  increased 
than  relieved.  By  continuing  it  for  a  sufficient  time,  the  heat  and  red- 
ness are  first  driven  away,  and  afterwards  the  swelling  and  pain,  and  in 
one  instance  out  of  twenty  they  would  scarcely  be  likely  to  recur." 
Though  I  considered  this  practice  dangerous,  I  thought  that  opium,  in 
connection  with  other  remedies,  might  be  used  to  such  an  extent,  and 
be  so  long  continued,  as  to  operate  in  this  way,  and  in  most  cases  effect 
a  cure  without  running  the  risk  of  doing  harm.  Samuel  Fish. 

Boston,  August  4,  1837. 
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DISEASES  OF   NEW   ORLEANS. 

From  Dr.  E.  H.  Barton's  interesting  address  on  acclimation^  which  has 
already  been  alluded  to  in  the  Journal,  we  take  the  following  remarks  on 
the  diseases  of  New  Orleans. 

"  Fortunately,  our  climate  is  subject  to  no  great  variety  of  diseases 
that  are  indigenous,  when  compared  with  other  portions  of  our  country, 
a  large  proportion  of  our  complaints  having  other  sources,  many  of  the 
afflicted  coming  here  for  the  benefit  of  climate.  And  if  our  acclimate- 
ment  is  sometimes  severe,  it  is  the  only  ordeal  we  have  to  pass  through 
— no  such  immunity  is  enjoyed  in  the  northern  portions  of  the  United 
States — no  period  of  acclimation  can  protect  the  pulmonary  organs  of 
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the  natives  or  emigrants  from  a  scourge  that  yearly  takes  off^  in  some  of 
their  healthiest  cities,  1  in  every  4.52  of  their  deaths. 

^^  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  correct  data  in  order  to  give  precise  details 
upon  the  subject  of  our  own  diseases.  The  nearest  approach  to  it  is 
derived  from  the  imperfect  records  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  which  fur- 
nishes about  one  in  3.86  of  our  annual  mortality.  In  comparing  the 
detail  derived  from  that  source,  it  will  result  that  pulmonary  consumption, 
which  carries  off  in  the  northern  cities  1  in  every  5  or  6  of  their  deaths, 
is  here  fatal  to  about  1  in  50,  few  of  which  doubtless  originated  here. 
Pulmonary  ^  diseases  in  general,  which  in  the  northern  cities  carry 
off  near  1  in  every  4  of  their  deaths,  is  here  fatal  to  about  one  in  30,  of 
which  about  one  third  were  acclimated,  furnishing,  in  fact,  a  ratio  of 
pulmonary  diseases  to  the  entire  mortality  of  that  house,  probably  unpre- 
cedented in  any  country,  and  in  private  practice  it  is  probably  less. 

^^  Of  the  class  /evers,  the  great  mass  of  our  mortality  consists — ^these 
records  show  the  proportion  of  1  in  every  2.92  of  the  entire  mortality  of 
the  house,  and  the  estimates  are  taken  from  years  of  the  greatest  mor- 
tality that  ever  occurred  in  this  country.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  a  large  proportion  of  this  consists  of  the  unacclimated — ^tbe  exposed 
and  besotted,  of  which  New  Orleans  has  a  larger  ratio,  probably,  than 
any  city  in  the  Union.  From  a  statement  from  the  books,  it  appears 
that  there  were  actually  of  unacclimated  individuals  nearly  four  fiAhs  of 
the  whole.  The  mortality  of  the  acclimated  population  in  the  house 
from  fevers,  to  the  entire  mortality,  is  1  in  29.02,  and  of  the  unacclimated 
there  appears  a  proportion  of  1  in  6,  and  the  cost  of  acclimation  through 
fever,  so  far  as  these  returns  furnish  an  estimate,  is  annually  about  131 
— and  if  the  relative  proportion  in  this  house  to  the  entire  city  mortality 
be  correct  in  this  respect  (in  fact  much  the  largest  portion  die  in  the 
Charity  Hospital),  the  annual  mortality  in  the  city  through  acclimation 
may  be  estimated  at  about  507  ;  and  be  it  recollected,  however,  that  the 
estimate  embraces  one  of  the  epidemic  years  (1832). 

^'  The  mortality  in  early  life  in  Philadelphia,  is  about  one  half  the  en- 
tire mortality,  and  so  unfriendly  is  the  climate  to  early  life,  that  one  half 
of  these  die  within  the  year.  We  have  no  data  of  our  own  with  which  to 
compare  it.  I  feel  very  confident,  however,  that  it  does  not  exceed  one 
fourth  of  these  proportions.  It  is  almost  useless  to  stop  to  lament  these 
deficiencies.  For  want  of  them  we  know  not  the  mean  duration  of  life 
— the  chances  of  living — when  we  are  traduced  by  all  the  world  for  the 
precariousness  of  existence  here,  when  but  a  little  trouble  would  give 
the  exact  truth  ;  nor  the  cost  of  acclimation,  circumstances  indispensa- 
ble to  insuranoe.  Indeed,  no  record  could  be  more  valuable 'and  inter- 
esting to  the  country.  Oblivious  darkness  as  to  the  past  shrouds  and 
must  ever  shroud  it — no  laborious  research,  no  searching  scrutinies  can 
throw  much  light  upon  it.  We  are  all  so  absorbed  in  the  future,  that  lit- 
tle thought  is  given  to  the  past.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  not  true,  wisdom  ;  we 
are  leaving  out  the  most  important  data  with  regard  to  our  progressive 
condition,  and  blunder  on  in  ignorance  and  uncertainty.  Were  such  data 
present  to  prove  that  the  health  of  the  place  is  actually  and  materially 
ameliorating,  of  which  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  but  there  is  wanting  the 
official  proof  to  convey  to  and  produce  conviction  on  others,  millions 
might  be  added  to  the  value  of  our  property,  and  the  city  would  become 
duly  appreciated. 

"  The  period  of  removal  to  any  climate  is  when  the  temperature  of  the 
country  you  move  from  is,  in  the  revolution  of  its  seasons,  the  nearest  to 
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that  you  are  moving  to.  And  the  reason  is  obvious,  because  the  calo- 
rific process  will  have  been  most  on  a  par  with  both,  will  have  equalized 
itself  with  the  temperatures  actually  existing,  and  there  will  be,  conse* 
quently,  the  least  shock  to  the  system.  If.  you  are  moving  to  the  north, 
you  should  seize  the  period  when  our  mild  winter  is  closing  its  march, 
and  a  few  weeks  of  travelling  would  hardly  leave  you  conscious  of  any 
change.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  is  your  intention  to  remove  south,  from 
the  northern  and  middle  States,  the  temperature  of  their  late  autumnal 
seasons  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  our  winters  ;  hence  that  is  the  safest 
period  for  removal  south,  as  the  system  will  have  already  measurably 
accommodated  itself  to  the  condition  existing  here,  and  the  reduction  in- 
cidental to  a  calorific  process  at  its  maximum,  would  be  but  partially 
required. 

'^  The  inquiry  so  often  made — ^how  long  a  period  is  required  for  the 
acclimating  process,  and  what  assurance  have  we  that  it  is  past  ? — is 
not  so  easily  answered,  to  a  mathematical  certainty,  but  sufiiciently  so 
for  all  practical  purposes.  There  are  various  compound  considerations 
to  influence  it — ^the  temperament  of  the  individual — his  habits  and  modes 
of  life — the  more  or  less  northern  his  place  of  departure,  &c.  Following 
the  directions  and  governed  by  the  principles  here  laid  down — three 
years,  at  the  farthest,  may  be  considered  a  fair  period. for  this  much 
valued  immunity.  But  it  may  be  acquired  in  less — a  severe  or  pro- 
tracted attack  of  febrile  disease  may  reduce  the  tone  of  the  system  to 
that  condition  to  which  a  long  residence  in  a  warm  climate  subjects 
us  all. 

'^  It  has  been  most  erroneously  supposed  that  this  probationary  period 
must  be  accompanied  with  fever  to  procure  the  rewarded  acclimation, 
and  many  are  most  reckless  of  their  health,  regardless  of  all  prudential 
considerations,  presuming  there  is  no  other  road  of  safety  but  through 
this  much  dreaded  one.  It  is  oflen  a  fatal  error,  for  it  is  most  obvious 
that  however  that  condition  of  constitution  is  acquired  by  which  this 
much  dreaded  result  is  obtained — the  end  is  the  same,  immunity,  influ- 
enced very  much  by  his  conformity  or  departure  in  his  habits  and  modes 
of  life,  from  those  principles  already  laid  down.  There  is  no  secret  or 
system  about  it,  nor  is  there  any  specific  inoculation  necessary.  It  is 
most  true,  that  much  the  largest  portion  pass  through  this  ordeal,  and  the 
reason  is  as  obvious  as  the  prevalence — there  is  departure  from  those 
hygienic  rules  and  restrictions,  that  so  wonderfully,  yet  rationally  adapt 
the  yielding  system  of  man  to  the  requirements  of  a  diflerent  order  of 
things,  and  he  pays  the  penalty  accordingly." 

The  average  winter  temperature  of  New  Orleans,  during  the  years 
1833,  '34,  '35,  and  '36,  as  shown  by  Dr.  Barton's  meteorological  tables 
— the  height  of  the  thermometer  being  taken  at  runrise,  mid  day,  sunset, 
and  ten  at  night — was  53.17.  The  spring  average,  66.06  ;  summer 
average,  79.76  ;  fall  average,  68.73.     Average  for  the  year,  66.93. 


Plague, — When  this  dreadful  scourge  was  introduced  into  Maha,  the 
last  time,  from  the  Sultan's  dominions,  the  crew  of  the  vessel  which  car- 
ried it  was  in  excellent  heahh,  and  the  cargo  in  good  condition.  The 
Board  of  health,  however,  ordered  the  ship  into  quarantine  for  observa- 
tion. A  botcher  of  old  shoes,  in  sailing  round  the  anchored  vessel  in  a 
small  boat,  discovered  a  piece  of  neat's  leather  round  the  cable,  placed 
there  to  keep  the  edge  of  the  hawser  hole  from  chafing  the  threads, 
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which  his  avarice,  one  evening,  prompted  him  to  steal.  By  handling  the 
leather,  the  cobbler  became  the  first  victim.  Soon  after  he  was  taken, 
the  plague  spread  with  alarming  rapidity,  and  for  nine  entire  months 
raged  with  unabated  fury,  till  there  was  nothing  left  on  which  it  could 
feed  ;  and  the  pestilence,  the  most  horrible  in  the  annals  of  the  Knights 
of  Malta,  then  subsided.  All  this  while,  not  a  person  suffered  who 
arrived  in  the  unfortunate  ship.  It  was  the  decided  opinion  of  all  per- 
sons conversant  with  the  character  of  the  plague,  that  if  the  leather  had 
not  been  touched  until  after  a  few  days'  exposure  to  the  air  in  the  quar- 
antine roadstead,  the  something  which  propagated  the  scourge  would 
have  been  dissipated,  and  no  damage  resulted  from  discharging  the  cargo 
in  the  usual  time.  A  fact  of  this  kind  is  the  government's  apology,  in 
Sicily,  for  the  long  quarantine  imposed  upon  vessels  coming  from  coun- 
tries in  which  the  plague  is  developed. 

Dublin  Medical  Journal. — The  editor  of  that  excellent  publication  has 
learned,  with  considerable  surprise,  that  all  the  numbers  due  at  this  of- 
fice for  the  last  nine  or  ten  months,  were  carefully  packed  away  at 
Messrs.  Longman,  Rees  &  Co.'s,  at  London,  who,  with  the  almost  innu- 
merable ramifications  of  their  extensive  business,  could  not  find  a  con- 
veyancer to  Boston  !  The  letter  of  June  11th,  apprising  us  of  this 
stupid  mode  of  doing  business,  has  just  been  received.  Our  Dublin 
friends  will  much  oblige  us  by  forwarding  through  some  channel  a  little 
more  certain  than  the  London  house  referred  to.  If  gentlemen  of  other 
countries  with  whom  we  have  an  exchange  intercourse,  would  take  a 
little  trouble  to  inquire  whether  an  American  vessel  is  in  port  at  the  time 
their  packages  are  made  up,  we  should  sometimes  anticipate  the  foreign 
bookseller's  quarterly  budget,  by  one  or  two  months,  a  point  of  considera- 
ble importance  to  an  editor;  We  regret  to  say,  also,  that  not  a  single 
copy  of  the  India  Medical  Journal  has  been  received  here  for  the  last 
six  months. 

Professorship  of  Chemistry. — Within  a  few  days  it  has  been  rumored 
that  Dr.  Page,  of  Salem,  has  had  the  ofier  of  a  chair  in  the  University 
of  a  neighboring  State.  His  services  would  he  an  acquisition  to  any 
college.  To  untiring  ardor  in  scientific  pursuits,  he  adds  a  tact  which 
but  few  have,  for  imparting  his  knowledge  to  others.  His  style  of  lec- 
turing is  particularly  happy,  and  always  appropriate.  We  should  not 
have  presumed  to  have  spoken  so  freely  and  decidedly  of  his  qualifica- 
tions for  public  teaching,  had  we  not  often  listened  with  unfeigned 
pleasure  to  his  discourses. 

Prize  Questions, — Dr.  Holmes  has  again  woix  two  of  the  Boylston 
prize  medals.  It  is  almost  useless  to  contend  with  him  in  an  enterprise 
of  this  kind.  We  are  anxious  to  read  the  dissertations,  and  have  been 
waiting  in  full  expectation  of  hearing  something  further  from  the  mana- 
scripts  ;  but  as  yet  the  printer  seems  not  to  have  had  them. 

Enlargement  of  the  I%ymus  Gland, — Dr.  Roberts,  of  New  York,  re- 
lates a  fatal  case  of  this  disease,  in  his  practice,  similar  to  the  one  re- 
corded in  a  late  No.  of  this  Journal.  The  gland  weighed,  after  removal, 
one  ounce  and  four  grains.  Its  greatest  length  and  breadth  were  three 
inches,  and  the  thickest  part  fully  half  an  inch.  The  case  is  detailed  in 
the  Philadelphia  Journal. 
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Singular  Case  of  Aneurism. — An  extraordinary  case  of  aDeurisai  ha9 
been  referred  to  in  the  papers  of  the  day,  which  is  represented  to  have 
occurred  at  ISew  Haven,  Ct.  The  particulars,  as  far  as  we  can  judge, 
would  be  interesting  to  the  profession,  and  we  were  in  hopes  of  re- 
ceiving them,  ere  this,  in  a  form  which  would  warrant  their  publication 
iq  the  Journal. 

Sickness  among  Emigrants. — Smallpox,  ship  fever  (analogous  to  jail  fe- 
ver), together  with  scarlet  fever  and  erysipelas,  reign  triumphant  in  al- 
most every  vessel  which  arrives  with  emigrants  on  the  American  shores. 

Pulmonary  Consumption. — E.  C.  Cooper,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  gives 
notice  in  the  newspapers  that  he  has  been  very  successful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  bronchitis  and  the  incipient  stages  of  consumption. 

'^  The  treatment  is  the  administration  of  sulphate  of  copper  in  nauseat- 
ing doses,  combined  with  gum  ammoniac,  given  so  as  to  nauseate  but  not 
ordinarily  to  produce  full  vomiting  ;  the  usual  dose  for  this  purpose  is 
about  half  a  grain  and  five  grains  of  the  respective  ingredients,  in  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  water,  to  be  taken,  at  first  twice,  and  in  the  convalescent 
stages  once  a  day. 

^'  In  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis  a  gargle  of  the  sulphate  of  copper 
alone  is  superadded.  In  this  latter  form  of  consumption,  this  treatment 
almost  invariably  suspends  the  hectic  symptoms  in '  a  few  days,  and  the 
disease  rapidly  advances  to  its  final  cure. 

'*  In  cases  of  the  more  proper  forms  of  consumption,  the  treatment 
must  be  intermitted  frequently  and  again  returned  to,  and  whenever  sore- 
ness of  the  chest,  or  other  symptoms  of  inflammatory  action  exist,  the 
treatment  should  be  suspended  ;  as  it  is  in  the  chronic  state  alone  that 
the  remedy  is  indicated  or  useful." 

Whole  number  of  deaiht  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  19,  56.    Males,  30 — Females,  28, 

Consumption,  1 — cholera  Infantum,  10— disease  of  the  heart,  1— scrofula,  1— feebleness  at  birth,  1 
— dysenlenr,3 — dropsy,  1— lung  fever,  1 — hysteria,  1— disease  of  the  brain,  1— delirium  tremens,  I 
— diarrhcBa,  1— cancer,  3 — Inflammaiitm  of  the  bowels,  2— apoplexy,  1— chronic  diarrhoea,  1 — bron- 
cblils,  1— inflammatory  fever,  1— hydrocephalus,  1— teething,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— typhus  fe- 
ver, 1— enteritis,  1 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — croup,  1 — sudden,! — scarlatina,  1. 


MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF  HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  In  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  In  November.  In 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.    For  the  followmg  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  bo  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
ODt  additional  expense,  to  such  students  at  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.       Fees, 
,        Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  WAaaBN,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  VVEstTaa,  M.D.  15 

Midwilery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Waltxr  CHA.Kifiifo,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigxlow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Gao.  Hatwabd,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Johk  VVarb,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Leiiislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  stndy  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  o(>en  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  sargeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opera- 
lions  are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  Is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CHANNINO. 
Boflton,  Jaly  5, 1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  of  the  Western  DIstrict-Fairfield,  Herkimer 
county,  N.  T.— The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  ^flrst  Tuesday  in  October, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.    The  lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by -  Jamki  Hadlsv,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by            -          -           .           .       .  Jaiib»  McNaughtoh,  M.D. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medlcnl  Jurisprudence,  by                       -  T.  Romstn  Bbcx,  M.D. 

On  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  Johit  Dklamatks,  M.D. 
Oa  Surgery  and  Obatelrics.  by Rausan  D.  Masssr,  M.D. 
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The  advanced  age  and  increasing  inflnnittoe  of  Profeuor  Wllloaghby,  President  of  the  College. 
'Will  hardly  allow  him  to  lecture  during  the  ensoing  term,  and  the  course  formerly  given  by  blm  will 
therefore  be  given  by  Professor  Mussey. 

Price  of  tickets  for  the  whole  course,  $56.  The  professors  are  provided  wfth  ample  eoljectionsto 
illustrate  their  lectures,  and  every  facility  is  afforded  for  the  practical  acquisition  of  the  profession. 

The  board  is  as  low,  if  not  lower,  than  in  any  other  village  in  the  State.    Additional  informatioB, 
if  needed,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  any  of  the  professors.         JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 
Aug.  16-.-4t 

BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

Thi  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  physicians,  via. : 

John  C.  WAaasrr,  M.D.  Okorox  C.  Sb^ttuck,  M.D.        Gaoaoa  RavwaAd,  M.D. 

Burui  Wtm^n,  M.D.  J^cob  Bioslow,  M.D.  Eicoch  H^ls.  M.D. 

John  Randall,  M.D.  ,  Waltkk  Chaivr iro,  M.D.  John  Wars.  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wedneadav,  August  9, 1837,  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Olivrr  waNoaLL  Holmes^. D.  of  Boston,  for  a  dla- 
tertation  bn  the  question,  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
It  f  "  A  similar  premium,  of  the  same  value,  was  at  the  same  time  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question.  *<  To  what  extent,  and  In  what  places,  has  Interiaittent  fever  been  indige- 
nous in  New  England  ?  " 

The  following  Priae  auestions  for  the  year  1838  are  liefore  the  pnblic,  viz. : 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
this  disease  ?  " 

9d.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat,  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation  ?  {Erjftkemm 
J^ygipeUUotum  of  Good.)" 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1838. 

The  following  questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1839,  viz. : 

1st.  **  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Rheumatism.*' 

dd.  ^*  What  is  Scrofula.'  and  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment?  " 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1839. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  sabjects,  will  be  entitled  to  fifty 
dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Bach  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  autnor's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  device 
or  sentence  Is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  onsaccessfkil  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained. 
If  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

,  By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  1836,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz. : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

9d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith. 

BoaToN,  August  3, 1837.  A9— 4t  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  newspapers  and  medical  Journals  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully  re> 
quested  to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 

BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL  INSTITUTION.  ~ 

Ths  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1837,  will  commence  the  last  Thursday  in  August  and  continno 
thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       -       -       -        -       H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by ---E.  Bartlrit,  M.D. 

Materia  Med ica  and  Pharmacy,  by  -  .....         Datio  Palmxr.M.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by        -       >  .         .         O.  Dewbt,  M.1). 

Surgery  and  Physiology,  by  .  >  ,  .  .  .  W.  Parkkr.  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy,  by        --..-..R.  Watts,  Ja.,  M.D. 

Legal  Medicine,  by       --------  --        Hon.  Henrt  Hobbaro. 

Fee  for  the  Tickets  of  all  the  Professors,  $50.  Those  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  at  an 
incorporated  medical  school,  $10.    Graduation,  $16.    Board  not  exceeding  $3  per  week. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachufietts,  passed  April,  1837,  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
tion is  constituted  an  IniUpendent  Medical  College^  with  authority  to  confer  degrees,  and  the  graduates 
are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  pertain  to  the  medical  graduates  of  Harvard 
University. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  passed  the  3Ist  of  May  last,  the  graduates  of  the 
Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  are  ez  oflicio  entitled  to  admission  as  J^ellows  of  said  Society. 

C.  DEWEy, 
Jnly  19— 6c Dean  of  the  Facultff, 

(ly*  The  Medical  Journal  office  is  removed  to  the  old  stand,  184  Washington 
Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street— The  Title-page  and  Index  of  Vol.  XVI.  will 
be  sent  to  Subscribers  with  the  next  No. 

THE  BOSTON  MBDfCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
mustbeaddresaed,po.9t-pat(f.  It  is  alflopMbllshed  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
nnmiiers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  $3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  /rotu.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompaaied  by  payment  io  advaacet  ot 
f  atialkctory  reference.— Poetage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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SEWALLS  PHRENOLOGY. 
[Commanioated  for  Che  Boiton  Medleal  and  Surgical  Joumal.J 

Tbis  work  is  composed  of  two  lectures,  originally  delivered  to  the 
students  of  the  Columbian  College,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  first  lecture  discusses  tbe  origin  and  progress  of  the  science  of 
phrenology.  It  dates  the  tendency  towards  the  doctrines  even  as  far 
back  as  tbe  time  of  Aristotle,  but  awards  to  Drs.  Gall  and  Spurzbeim 
the  meed  of  baving  reduced  it  to  a  science,  and  in  its  present  perfect 
state  of  baving  presented  it  to  their  disciples.  The  general  principles 
of  the  doctrines,  and  the  claims  of  the  advocates,  are  very  briefly,  and, 
we  believe,  clearly  explained. 

Although  tbe  object  of  the  writer  is  not  to  inculcate  these  doctrines, 
still  we  believe,  that,  with  the  aid  of  the  first  plate  contained  in  the 
work,  there  are  few  introductions  to  the  science  which  give  so  clear  and 
distinct  an  idea  of  them.  Indeed,  if  a  portion  of  it  was  left  out,  it 
might  be  recommended  as  an  elementary  work  for  new  beginners  in  this 
science. 

The  second  lecture  embraces  an  examination  into  the  anatomical 
structure  and  arrangement  of  the  brain  and  other  parts  concerned  in 
phrenology,  to  ascertain  how  far  the  science  (so  called)  is  reconcilable 
with  anatomy,  tbe  only  proper  standard  by  which  to  ascertain  its  truth. 

The  writer  alludes,  in  the  following  manner,  to  the  various  ways 
adopted  for  evading  the  objections  to  the  doctrines,  upon  whatever 
grounds  they  may  be  based. 

^*  U  an  individual  has  a  large  head  and  his  mental  manifestations  are 
unusually  powerful,  the  case  is  brought  forward  as  a  proof  of  the  truth 
of  pbrenol(^y ;  but  if  the  manifestations  are  feeble,  it  is  said  that  the 
great  siae  of  the  head  is  the  result  of  disease,  or  the  brain  is  npt  weU 
org^ized,  or  that  other  circumstances  have  exerted  an  influence  in 
dimiiiisbing  its  power.  If  a  small  head  is  connected  with  a  powerful 
intellect,  it  only  proves  that  the  brain,  though  small,  is  well  orgauized 
and  acts  with  uncommon  energy.  If  an  individual  has  a  particular 
propensity  strongly  marked  in  his  character,  and  there  is  no  correspond- 
ing devetopmemt  of  the  brain,  it  is  said  that  the  organ  has  not  been 
thrown  out  by  indulging  its  desires ;  but  if  there  is  a  large  development 
of  ao  01^^,  and  no  corresponding  propensity,  then  it  is  contended  that 
tbe  germ  ot  tbe  propensity  is  there,  bpt  that  it  has  been  repressfKl  by 
4 
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education  or  other  circumstances,  or  it  is  found  that  some  counteracting 
organ  is  fully  developed  which  neutralizes  the  first." 

In  the  structure  and  organization  of  the  brain,  it  is  affirmed  that 
there  is  nothing  which  will  go  to  the  support  of  the  doctrine ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  much  that  will  militate  against  it. 

The  convolutions,  as  none  correspond  to  or  represent  any  particular  or- 
gan ;  the  entire  absence  of  any  mark  of  distinction,  upon  dissection^  be- 
tween the  different  organs,  either  in  the  cortical  or  fibrous  portion  ;  the 
arrangement  of  the  lateral  ventricles,  the  corpus  callosum,  the  fornix 
and  other  parts,  direct  the  phrenologist  to  something  more  hypothetical 
than  dissection  for  support.  For  the  general  reader  the  work  is 
accompanied  with  two  or  three  lithographic  plates,  illustrating  the 
anatomy  of  the  parts  of  the  brain  above  alluded  to. 

In  examining  into  the  relation  existing  between  the  powers  of  the 
mind  and  the  volume  of  the  brain,  it  is  pretty  clearly  shown  that  the 
advantage  is  not  always  on  the  part  of  him  who  possesses  the  largest 
bead,  either  absolutely  or  relatively  as  to  the  size  of  bis  body.  Some 
animals  actually  possess  a  larger  amount  of  brain  than  man,  while  in 
others  the  relative  portion  of  the  brain  with  that  of  the  body  is  also 
greater ;  hence  the  doctrine  of  man's  superiority  over  animals,  arising 
from  his  excess  of  brain,  cannot  be  supported.  In  the  supposition  that 
there  does  exist  a  relation  between  the  powers  of  mind  and  the  size  of 
the  brain,  there  are  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  use  of  the 
instruments  invented  for  determining  its  size.  To  render  them  available, 
it  is  necessary  to  suppose  that  the  parts  exterior  to,  or  covering  the 
brain,  are  of  uniform  thickness.  So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  it  is 
well  known  that  even  the  same  individual,  in  different  ages,  presents  a 
marked  difference,  while  persons  of  the  same  age,  sex  and  condition 
present  a  great  diversity  in  the  thickness  of  the  integuments  and  skull, 
of  which  we  cannot  judge  during  life.  The  plates,  with  the  text, 
afford  a  very  satisfactory  illustration  of  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
difference  of  brain  contained  in  two  skulls  of  the  same  external  dimen- 
sions, as  ascertained  by  actual  experiment,  is  greater  than  would  be 
supposed  even  by  those  conversant  with  anatomy. 

For  practical  purposes  of  determining  the  character  of  the  intellect, 
the  external  prominences  and  depressions  of  the  head  are  of  the  first 
importance  to  the  phrenologist.  If  these  means  fail  of  enabling  him  to 
determine  the  degree  of  development  of  the  different  portions  of  tbe 
brain,  and  hence  to  ascertain  the  mental  character,  however  correct 
may  be  the  judgment,  it  is  formed  by  other  aid  than  that  of  craniology . 

The  first  great  obstacles  that  are  presented  in  the  way  of  ascertaining 
the  development  of  some  portions  of  the  brain,  are  the  frontal  sinuses 
and  the  spaces  that  often  occur  between  the  two  plates  of  the  skull  in 
different  portions  of  the  bead.  The  protuberances  which  would  lead 
the  phrenologist  id  pronounce  a  man,  while  living,  extraordinary  for  his 
development  of  certain  portions  of  his  brain,  might  be  found,  as  in  tbe 
individuals  represented  by  tbe  plates,  more  than  commonly  deficient  in 
these  very  portions,  consequent  to  the  receding  of  tbe  internal  plate  of 
the  skull.    The  temporal  muscle,  as  it  varies  in  size  in  different 
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individuals,  and  frequently  undergoes  alterations  in  the  same  person, 
places  also  a  number  of  organs  beyond  the  reach  of  accurate  observation. 

The  author  contends,  that  for  aught  we  know  the  brain  b  a  unit,  and 
the  whole  organ  is  concerned  in  each  and  every  operation  of  the  mind, 
and  that  persons  are  not  to  be  considered  powerful  in  intellect  by  the 
volume  of  the  brain,  but  by  its  organization  and  activity.  Persons  have 
been  known  to  lose  considerable  portions  of  the  brain,  even  to  the  im- 
provement of  their  minds.  And  during  certain  states  of  disease,  men 
of  ordinary  intellect  will  sometimes  present  extraordinary  manifestations ; 
yet  in  these  cases  there  is  no  augmentation  in  the  size  of  the  head, 
there  is  no  addition  of  any  new  organ. 

If  the  brain  was  composed  of  the  different  organs,  as  mapped  out  by 
phrenologists,  the  annals  of  surgery  would  afford,  it  is  supposed,  some 
well-autbenticated  cases,  in  the  various  mutilations  of  the  brain,  where 
the  function  of  some  one  organ  has  been  suspended,  and  the  faculty 
destroyed  corresponding  to  the  organ  which  received  the  injury,  while 
the  others  have  remained  unimpaired.  '  W. 


ABSCESS  OF  THE  LIVER-OPERATION— RECOVERY. 

irComraunicated  for  the  Bniton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mr.  H.,  aged  60,  of  intemperate  habits,  had  been  laboring  under 
chronic  hepatitis  some  years,  attended  with  occasional  attacks  of  dropsy. 
He  was  again  attacked  with  the  latter  disease  near  the  middle  of 
February,  1836.  The  dropsical  effusion  seemed  greatest  in  the  ab- 
dominal cavity,  which  was  enormously  distended.  Calomel  purgatives 
were  prescribed,  followed  by  the  infusion  of  digitalis  in  large  doses. 
The  latter  remedy  operated  efficiently  as  a  diuretic,  and  the  abdominal 
swelling  rapidly  diminished.  After  the  general  intumescence  had  subsided, 
the  right  hypochondrium  appeared  unusually  full  and  tender ;  tongue 
coated  ;  obstinate  constipation  ;  slight  rigors.  Ordered  a  blister  to  be 
applied  to  the  side,  and  calomel  in  alterative  doses. 

Notwithstanding  these,  with  other  remedies,  were  used,  the  disease 
steadily  progressed — the  swelling  became  more  circumscribed,  pointed 
and  painful,  attended  with  an  obscure  feeling  of  fluctuation.  An  incision 
was  now  made  through  the  integuments  into  the  cavity  of  the  abscess. 
Nearly  a  gallon  of  sero-puruleut  fluid  was  dischai^ed ;  that  last'  discharged 
having  all  the  sensible  properties  of  bile.  A  severe  rigor  followed  the 
operation,  but  soon  passed  off.  The  swelling  immediately  subsided.  A 
broad  band  was  carried  around  the  body  previous  to  the  operation ;  this 
was  gradually  tightened,  as  the  swelling  diminished.  The  discharge, 
from  the  opening,  continued  a  few  days,  and  then  ceased.  Considerable 
constitutional  irritation  existed  during  the  first  week  after  the  operation  ; 
this  yielded  to  wine  and  quinine  in  moderately  large  doses.  The  patient, 
on  his  recovery,  wholly  abandoned  the  use  of  stimulants,  and  is  now, 
Aug.  16th,  in  better  health  than  he  has  been  before  for  many  years. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  shock  the  system  sustained  by  the 
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eracuation  of  so  large  a  quantity  of  matter,  I  consider  the  exhibition  of 
the  Wine  and  quinine  during  the  period  of  constitutional  derangement 
that  followed,  to  have  heen  a  '^  sine  qua  non  "  to  the  recovery  of  the 
patient.  The  wine  was  given  freely  during  the  stage  of  depression,  and 
had  a  decidedly  bene6cial  effect.  As  this  passed  off,  the  amount  given 
was  gradually  diminished,  and  it  was  wholly  discontinued  upon  the 
closure  of  the  external  opening.  The  body  band  had  also  some 
inBuence  on  the  favorable  termination  of  the  case,  by  compressing  the 
parietes  of  the  abscess,  thus  diminishing  its  capacity. 
Hopkinton,  K  if.,  Aug.  llth,  1837. 

Chart.es  a.  Savert,  M.D. 


EMBRYOTIC  INFLUENCES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — With  my  annual  subscription  for  the  Journal,  I  send  you  a  few 
remarks  on  "  embryotic  influences  " — a  subject  that  has  found  its  way 
into  your  paper  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Fish,  followed  by  a  criticism  from 
Dr.  Goulding.  It  is  a  subject  of  no  great  practical  utility,  but  as  a 
matter  of  curiosity  is  not  void  of  interest ;  and  perhaps  its  discussion 
may  elicit,  from  some  abler  pen  than  mine,  contributions  of  real  import- 
ance to  physiological  science. 

I  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  communications  from  the 
combatants  already  in  the  6eld,  on  this  subject,  but  should  have  been 
more  so,  had  they  manifested  a  temper  and  spirit  more  becoming 
sincere  inquirers  after  truth.  Irony  and  ridicule  are  powerful  weapons 
with  which  to  oppose  an  adversary,  but  very  seldom  elicit  truth  or 
promote  the  cause  of  science.  Dr.  G.  offers  one  argument,  and  one 
only,  against  any  baneful  maternal  influence  upon  the  foetus  *^  in  utero," 
viz.  that  no  nervous  connection  exists  between  them,  and  consequently 
all  the  notions  in  our  world  in  relation  to  this  subject  are  better  adapted 
to  the  dark  ages,  being  founded  in  superstition  and  error.  This  mode 
of  reasoning  would  better  have  answered  the  purpose  of  the  writer, 
were  he  able  to  account  for  every  phenomenon  of  nature  on  philosopbical 
principles.  But  while  common  candor  must  compel  him  to  admit  that 
very  many  facts  exist,  without  being  thus  explainable,  it  seems  rather 
ungenerous  to  tax  Dr.  Fish  so  heavily  on  the  score  of  his  credulity. 
Nature,  in  all  her  operations,  is  guided  by  systematic  and  uniform 
laws,  but  still  the  connection  between  cause  and  effect  is  not  always  per- 
ceptible ;  or  if  the  human  mind  is  capable  of  comprehending  and  explain- 
ing  this  connection,  it  may  not  as  yet  be  understood.  Science  is  progres- 
sive, and  many  points  are  yet  in  darkness  which  we  hope  are  destined  to 
be  illuminated  by  a  meridian  sun.  And,  further,  there  are  ^*  lusus  na- 
turae/' or  events  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  which  are  nevef- 
theless  dependent  upon  causes,  though  obscure  and  unintelligible. 

The  deleterious  effect  of  this  doctrine  upon  the  maternal  class  of 
society,  appears  to  me  exaggerated  by  Dr.  G.,  and  made  to  aasume  a 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Embryoiic  Influences,  67 

greater  air  of  im|)ortance  than  is  in  reality  attached  to  it.  This 
pretended  effect  is  probably  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  increase 
of  kindness  and  unwonted  tenderness  on  the  part  of  the  husband,  which 
such  a  doctrine  is  calculated  to  produce. 

A  few  cases  have  occurred  within  the  linoited  sphere  of  my  observa- 
tion, which,  I  confess,  have  converted  me  from  my  former  infidelity  on 
this  subject,  and  made  me  a  believer  in  embryotic  influences.  My 
medical  students,  while  engaged  in  the  study  of  comparative  anatomy, 
were  in  the  practice  of  dissecting  the  eyes  of  the  calf.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  alluded  to  carried  an  eye  to  his  boarding*  Iiouse,  and  familiarly 
lectured  to  the  family  on  its  structure,  physiology,  diseases  to  which  it  is 
subject,  be.  Among  the  admirers  of  its  organization,  was  his  sister,  a 
married  lady,  then  '<  enceinte"  with  her  2d  child.  The  part  of  the 
eye  which  most  excited  her  admiration,  was  the  lens,  which  she  took 
upon  the  point  of  a  needle  and  examined  with  intense  interest.  No 
more  was  thought  of  the  subject  till  after  her  con&nement,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  her  infant  had  a  cataract  of  both  eyes. 

Case  II. — Mrs.  W.,  a  lady  of  delicate  structure  and  nervous 
temperament,  while  in  a  state  of  utero-gestation,  attended  upon  a 
sick  brother,  and  was  present  during  his  dying  struggles,  which  were 
unusually  severe  and  protracted.  Her  sympathies  were  excited  exces- 
sively, and  she  evidently  endured  great  mental  agony  and  distress.  In 
due  time  she  was  delivered  of  a  full-grown  child,  which  lived  for  several 
months,  but  appeared  mentally  imbecile,  and  had  all  the  contortions  of 
countenance  and  limbs  which  characterized  his  dying  uncle  in  the 
hours  of  dissolution. 

Case  III. — Mrs.  H.,  in  the  early  months  of  gestation,  was  frightened 
by  a  rattlesnake.  At  the  usual  period  she  was  delivered  of  a  son  with 
a  black  zig-zag  mark  upon  his  back — the  exact  portrait  of  a  snake,  with 
all  its  characteristic  features,  with  the  exception  of  animal  life. 

Case  IV. — A  full-grown  fcetus  was  exhibited  to  the  Medical  Society 
in  this  county  as  a  specimen  of  lusus  naturae,  by  an  individual,  however, 
who  knew  little  or  nothing  of  its  uterine  history.  The  body  and  limbs 
were  plump  and  perfect,  and  the  only  deformity  appeared  in  the  hend 
and  upper  portions  of  the  face,  which  was  a  perfect  resemblance  of  a 
cat  with  a  fractured  skull  and  contused  neck,  which  had  sufliered 
martyrdom  for  no  other  crime  than  being  supernumerary.  Now  whether 
the  mother  had, or  had  not,  been  an  eye-witness  to  such  a  brutal  sacriflce. 
to  me  is  unknown,  but  I  confess  I  am  unable  to  assign  a  more  plausible 
cause.  And  that  there  was  any  real  connection  between  the  causes  sup- 
posed and  their  results  in  the  three  former  cases,  admits,  to  be  sure,  of 
DO  positive  proof;  but  if  they  do  not  stand  in  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect,  they  were  certainly  extraordinary  coincidences.  And  because 
we  are  unable  to  explain  the  modus  operandi,  are  we  to  discredit 
maternal  influence,  and  ascribe  all  to  chance  and  accident  ? 

When  Dr.  Goulding  produces  a  more  rational  theory,  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  adppt  it.  The  gentleman  may  find  some  difficulty  in  explain- 
ing the  prodess  of  impregnation !  How  is  the  heart  of  the  embryo 
formed  ?    On  what  principle  does  it  act  before  the  formation  of  the 
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nervous  system  ?  From  whence  does  it  derive  its, first  blood?  And 
from  what  source  is  the  meconium  furnished  ?  These,  with  a  thousand 
other  phenomena  of  animal  hfe,  are  known  to  exist,  yet  are  difficuh  to 
explain  in  the  present  state  of  anatomical  science. 

TavAishendy  Vu,  Aug.  17,  1837.  W.  R.  Ranney,  M.D. 


MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boetoa    Medical  and   Surgical  Journal. J 
NO.   VIII. — APOCYNUM.        AMERICAN   IPECAC 

Sex  Syst.  Class  pentandria  ;  order  digynia.  Oeneric  Characteriitics. 
Calyx  very  small,  five-cleft,  persistent.  Cor.  campanulate,  with  five 
short,  revolute  lobes.  Anih.  saggitate,  connivent,  cohering  to  the  stig- 
ma by  the  middle.  Glands  five,  acute,  dentiform,  alternating  with 
the  stamens. 

There  are  four  species  of  the  apocynum  found  abundant  in  the 
New  England  States. 

Specif.  Descrip. — Apocynum  cannabinum.  Stem  herbaceous,  erect, 
branching,  brownish,  two  or  three  feet  high  ;  leaves  lanceolate,  acute  at 
each  end,  smooth  ;  cymes  paniculate,  many  flowered  ;  corolla  small, 
greenish,  with  an  erect  border  and  a  tube  not  longer  than  the  calyx. 

It  is  found  along  fences  and  the  borders  of  woods  throughout  the 
country.  The  root  is  the  part  used.  It  is  perennial,  creeping  and 
brownish.  It  is  a  very  valuable  emetic  and  hydragogue  cathartic,  and, 
under  certain  circumstances,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  expectorant,  emmena- 
gogue  and  tonic.  It  is  said  by  some  to  be  an  exceedingly  valuable 
remedy  in  dropsy  and  in  amenorrhoea.  Several  distinguished  pracu- 
tioners  have  given  their  testimony  in  its  favor  as  a  remedy  for  ascites 
and  other  forms  of  dropsy.— Fid.  U.  S.  Disp. 

Dr.  Wood  says,  "  It  produces  nausea,  diminishes  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse,  and  appears  to  induce  drowsiness,  independently  of  the 
exhaustion  consequent  upon  vomiting."  I  am  led  to  believe  it  would 
be  a  useful  agent,  given  in  emetic  doses,  in  many  cases  of  hysteria 
attended  with  ascites.  It  probably  possesses  a  small  proportion  of  a 
narcotic  principle.  According  to  Dr.  Knapp,  who  has  analyzed  it, 
it  contains  a  bitter  principle,  extractive,  tannin,  gallic  acid,  resin,  wax, 
caoutchouc,  fecula,  lignin,  and  an  active  emetic  principle  which  he 
designates  by  the  name  of  apocynin.  The  root,  as  well  as  the  stem 
and  leaves,  contains  a  milky  juice  which  readily  concretes  into  a  tena- 
cious elastic  substance,  resembling  caoutchouc.  Dose  for  an  ^metico- 
cathartic,  from  fifteen  to  thirty  grains  of  the  powdered  root.  The 
decoction  may  be  taken  in  two  or  three  ounce  doses,  three  times  a  day, 
as  a  diaphoretk:  and  diuretic.  Some  practitioners  make  use  of  the 
species  androsamifolium^  but  it  is  said  to  be  less  active  than  the 
cannabinum.  The  different  species  are  known  to  country  people  by 
the  names  of  ipecac^  bitter-root,  dog^S'ianej  Indian-hemp^  tfC.  fye. 
Some  of  them  have  been  used  by  the  Indians  in  the  treatment  of  luet 
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venerea,  but  with  what  success  I  am  unable  to  say.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  however,  tbat  the  apocynum  is  an  article  of  great  value  as  a 
reineily  in  many  cases  of  disease,  and  which  ought  to  be  brought  into 
general  use.  One  species  of  it  may  be  found  at  Kidder's,  io  Court 
street,  Boston. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  consideration,  that  many  inert  or  almost  worth- 
less substances  are  imported  into  this  country,  and  kept  at  all  the 
apothecary  shops,  while  some  of  the  most  valuable  indigenous  plants  of 
our  own  country  can  hardly  be  obtained,  except  in  their  native  fiejd  or 
woods.  S.  A.  T. 

Note. — Since  writing  "  Medical  Botany,  No.  6,"  I  have  been 
informed  by  a  physician  from  the  country,  that  the  chelone  glabra  is 
a  very  useful  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  dysenteria.  May  not  this 
quality  depend  on  its  astringent  properties  ? 


FINAL  REPORT  ON  THE  RADICAL  CURE  OF  HERNIA, 

BT  THE  COMMITTEB   OF   THE  PHILADELPHIA  MEDICAL  SOCIETT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

So  great  an  interest  has  been  manifested  by  our  profession  of  late  on 
the  important  subject  of  a  radical  cure  of  hernia,  that  I  consider  it  due 
to  the  medical  conmiunity  that  you  lend  your  pages  to  give  a  wide 
circulation  to  the  results  to  which  the  learned  committee,  above  alluded 
to,  have  arrived,  in  the  presentation  of  their  6nal  report.  The  report 
was  read  by  Dr.  R.  Coates,  who  has  devoted  his  active  mind  to  the 
investigation  of  this  subject,  for  a  period  hardly  less  than  three  years, 
and  whose  opinions  may  be  considered  as  justly  entitled  to  high  regard. 
The  report,  entire,  is  in  the  August  No.  of  the  American  Journal  of 
the  Medical  Sciences.  It  gives  a  decided  preference  to  the  instruments 
of  Dr.  Chase.     The  committee  report — 

That  since  the  date  of  their  preliminary  report  (read  Dec.  5lh  and 
12th,  1835),  they  have'devoted  much  time  and  thought  to  the  important 
investigation  submitted  to  their  charge ;  but  the  numerous  mooted 
questions  originally  involved  with  it,  have  been  gradually  narrowed 
down  in  number  and  compass,  in  three  different  ways ;  firstly,  by 
the  decision  of  several  physiological  points ;  secondly,  by  the  results 
of  the  analysis  of  the  mechanical  construction  of  instruments ;  and 
thirdly,  by  the  introduction  of  improvements  in  tbe  formation  of  trusses, 
calculated  to  remove  the  objections  waged  against  some  portion  of  the 
apparatus  represented  as  imperfect  in  the  preliminary  report. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  preliminary  report  (Op.  cit.  p.  824)  the 
committee  ventured  upon  a  physiological  disquisition  on  the  modus 
operandi  of  trusses,  in  producing  the  apparently  radical  cure  of 
hernia;  and  their  conclusion  on  this  subject  was  presented  in  tbe 
following  sentence. 

<^  These  positions  will  explain  tbe  motive  of  the  committee  in  taking 
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the  ground  that  the  most  perfectly  retentive  apparatus  is  that  which 
offers  the  strongest  probability  of  radical  cure,  and  that  any  considerable 
irritation  produced  iu  the  parts  by  the  pressure  of  a  biocis,  may  be 
considered,  in  the  present  state  of  the  investigation,  of  secondary 
importance." — p.  326. 

In  the  letter  of  the  chairman  to  Dr.  Heber  Chase,  the  question  of 
the  modus  operandi  has  been  argued  at  greater  length  than  would  have 
been  proper  in  a  report  designed  to  present  a  rigid  detail  of  facts  and 
established  deductions  ;  but  the  tenor  of  that  letter,  written  after  much 
more  extended  observation  than  had  been  offered  when  the  report  was 
read,  adds  collateral  support  to  the  present  opinions  of  the  committee, 
founded  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before  them  ;  namely,  that  the 
radical  cure  of  hernia^  by  trusses,  depends  almost  exclusively,  if  not 
entirely,  upon  the  accuracy  and  permanency  of  the  retention  effected 
by  the  instrument.  That  considerable  or  long-continued  irritation  in  the 
parts,  so  far  from  being  an  advantage,  in  reality  opposes  the  successful 
treatment ;  that  there  are  no  facts  in  their  possession  which  tend  to 
prove  indisputably  that  even  slight  irritations  of  the  super6cial  tissues 
are  transmitted  to  the  tendons  of  the  abdominal  muscles  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  accelerate  the  cure  ;  and  that  radical  cures  are  sometimes 
effected  without  any  other  irritations  than  such  as  are  altogether  fugitive 
in  character. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  Society  that  the  committee,  in  the 
preliminary  report,  expressed  the  decided  opinion  that  "  retentive 
power  of  solid  blocks  exceeds,  ceteris  paribus,  by  considerable  differ- 
ence, that  of  pads  composed  of  softer  materials." 

The  whole  current  of  the  evidence  since  presented  to  them  most 
fully  substantiates  the  correctness  of  this  position,  as  the  number  of 
cases  has  been  large  in  which  the  various  instruments  with  soft  pads 
have  failed  in  effecting  accurate  and  permanent  retention,  and  in  which 
the  more  perfect  apparatus  with  blocks  of  proper  form  have  been 
substituted  with  complete  success. 

The  trusses  with  solid  blocks,  now  in  use  or  recommended  by  inven- 
tors, may  be  divided  into  two  classes.  1st.  Those  which  are  con- 
structed for  the  express  purpose  of  producing  irritation,  in  order  to 
effect  a  condensation  of  the  skin,  cellular  tissue,  and  the  fascia  superfi- 
cialis  or  the  abdominal  tendons  about  the  hernial  orifice,  into  one  com- 
mon mass  by  adhesion.  2d.  Those  which  are  designed  to  secure 
the  constant,  perfect  and  safe  retention  of  the  bowel,  without  the 
attempt  to  create  intentional  irritation  in  the  parts  pressed  by  the 
instrument. 

The  remarks  of  the  committee  on  the  Qrst  of  these  classes,  naturally 
arrange  themselves  under  two  heads.  1st.  Comments  upon  the  sup- 
posed establishment  of  adhesive  inflammation ;  and  2d.  An  estimate 
of  the  retentive  power  of  the  apparatus. 

First,  then,  on  the  establishment  of  adhesive  inflammation  by  trusses 
of  the  first  class.  Your  Committee  have  watched,  with  great  caution 
and  most  minutely,  the  changes  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  truss- 
blocks  in  a  number  of  cases ;  and  the  result  of  their  observation  may  be 
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sammed  up  as  follows.  The  application  of  the  instrument  soon  pro- 
duces an  erythematous  blush  of  the  integuments,  which,  when  the 
pressure  i^  severe,  often  continues  for  weeks  or  months  ;  but,  when  mild 
from  the  first,  or  rendered  so  at  a  later  period  by  the  substitution  of  an 
instrument  with  a  weaker  spring,  the  redness  of  the  skin  changes  its 
character,  and  appears,  on  the  removal  of  the  instrument,  like  that 
simple  result  of  capillary  distention  which  is  witnessed  immediately  on 
the  removal  of  a  tight  bandage,  wherever  it  may  have  been  applied ;  a 
distention  obviously  produced  by  diminished  action  of  the  arcuated 
fibres  and  coats  of  the  vessels,  the  tonic  contraction  of  which  has  been 
rendered  unnecessary  for  a  time  by  the  substitution  of  a  mechanical 
support,  the  capillaries  being  thus  incapacitated  for  resisting  completely 
the  vis  a  tergo  of  the  arterial  circulation  and  the  hydrodinamic  pressure 
of  the  venous  column.  This  cause  being  more  permanent  during  the 
use  of  the  truss  than  during  that  of  almost  any  ordinary  bandage,  the 
consequences  are  also  more  durable  ;  and  this  second  kind  of  redness,  or 
purpleness,  is  sometimes  observable  for  many  days  after  the  removal  of 
the  instrument. 

The  first  of  these  forms  of  redness  is  the  obvious  effect  of  the 
superficial  irritation  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  block,  and  may 
be  called,  with  some  propriety,  the  primary  redness  ;  the  second  is  seen 
even  after  the  parts  have  become  accustomed  to  the  presence  of  the 
instrument,  and  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  calling  it  the  secondary 
redness* 

The  form  of  hyperemia  observed  in  the  primary  redness  is  known  to 
be  favorable  to  adhesion,  if  the  irritation  be  not  sufficiently  intense  to 
produce  decided  inflammation ;  and  even  when  inflammation  does 
supervene,  if  the  constitution  of  the  patient  be  good,  the  inflamed 
part  will  be  surrounded  by  cellular  adhesions,  or  depositions  usually 
so  called,  designed  to  limit  its  progress,  according  to  a  well-known 
physiological  law. 

The  primary  redness,  during  the  use  of  the  trusses  of  the  first  class, 
is  often  carried  to  such  an  excess  as  to  produce  decided  inflammation, 
and  sometimes  even  excoriation  of  the  skin.  (Case  X.)  It  becomes, 
then,  a  question  of  considerable  importance  to  decide  whether  the  irri« 
tation  of  the  block,  or  that  produced  by  the  inflammation  which  it 
sometimes  causes,  ever  be  transmitted  to  deeper  seated  parts  so  as  to 
bring  about  adhesion  between  the  cutis  vera,  the  subcutaneous  eel- 
lular  tissue,  .and  the  fascia  superficialis.  The  conclusion  on  this  point 
will  be  stated  presently. 

The  form  of  hyperemia  as  seen  in  the  secondary  redness,  marks  a 
condition  of  the  vessels,  which,  instead  of  promoting  adhesion,  is  well 
known  to  retard  the  formation  of  false  membranes,  while  it  promotes 
absorption  to  such  a  degree  as  frequently  to  determine  the  solution  of 
such  as  are  already  formed,  together  with  the  interstitial  deposits  of 
tissues  and  sometimes  even  the  tissues  themselves. 

If,  then,  these   adhesions  and  condensations  do  occur,  which   are 

represented  by  the  hypothesis  as  the  cause  of  cure  by  these  trusses,  the 

,    evidence  of  tbeir  existence  should  be  found  during  the  contimiaDce  of 
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the  primary  redness,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to  commence  at  a  later 
period,  when  the  parts  have  become  familiarized  to  the  pressure  of  the 
instrument. 

Immediately  after  the  application  of  a  truss  of  the  first  class,  the 
subcutaneous  fat  beneath  the  block  begins  to  disappear  by  absorption, 
especially  at  the  part  corresponding  with  the  shoulder  or  most  promi- 
nent part  of  the  block.  After  the  disappearance  of  the  adeps,  tbe 
block  still  continues  to  sink  deeper  and  deeper,  until,  in  fleshy  persons, 
it  appears  to  be  almost  embedded  ;  and,  on  removing  the  instrument, 
the  integuments  present  a  mould  of  the  block,  nearly  or  quite  complete. 
This  condition  is  observed  before  the  subsidence  of  the  primary  redness 
in  some  cases  (Case  XII.),  and  in  others  the  parts  may  possibly  become 
accustomed  to  the  pressure  before  the  depression  of  the  integuments  is 
so  strongly  marked  ;  but  in  fact  it  has  been  observed  in  practice  that 
active  irritation  of  the  skin  is  generally  reproduced  from  time  to  time, 
being  complicated  with  the  secondary  debility  of  the  vessels  already 
described  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  skin  rarely  becomes  perfectly  accus- 
tomed to  the  pressure  of  blocks  of  this  class. 

The  tenor  of  the  specifications  of  the  patents  of  Dr.  Hood  and  Mr. 
Stagner  (the  only  authorities  on  the  subject  known  to  the  committee), 
induces  us  to  believe  that  the  authors  of  the  hypothesis  did  not  intend 
to  carry  the  supposed  condensation  of  the  skin,  cellular  tissue  and  fascia 
superficialis  beyond  the  point  at  which  the  above  detailed  appearances 
are  observed  ;  but  that  measures  were  then  designed  to  be  taken  in 
order  to  lessen  or  control  tbe  amount  of  irritation  produced  by  the 
instrument,  either  by  the  substitution  of  a  less  severe  block,  or  by 
placing  next  the  skin  some  layers  of  silk  or  other  tissue  to  prevent  the 
direct  action  of  the  wood.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  it  would  not  be  quite  consistent  with  impartial  justice  to  include 
the  ulterior  effects  of  the  continued  pressure  of  the  blocks  in  tbe  investi- 
gation of  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  hypothesis.  These  ulterior  ej9ects 
will  be  mentioned  hereafter ;  but  the  condition  of  the  parts  about  the 
hernial  orifice,  or  the  abdominal  canal,  at  the  spot  where  the  block 
presses,  at  the  titne  when  it  is  most  deeply  embedded,  and  during  or 
after  the  highest  irritation,  is  as  follows : 

The  cutis  vera,  presenting  one  or  the  other  form  of  redness  above 
described,  is  sometimes  thickened  a  little  around  the  edges  of  the  block, 
where  a  general  puffiness  of  the  integuments  is  occasionally  observed. 
In  some  instances  this  thickening  of  the  true  skin  is  perceptible  for  a 
short  distance  beneath  the  more  inclined,  or  pinner]  and  upper  edge  of 
Hood's  inguinal  block  ;  but  with  all  the  instruments  of  this  class  which 
have  been  seen  in  use,  the  parts  where  the  pressure  is  considerable,  or, 
in  other  words,  those  which  are  nearest  the  hernial  orifice  {when  the 
instrument  is  rightly  applied^  are  marked  by  no  thickening  of  tbe  skin  ; 
and,  in  some  instances,  that  membrane  is  reinlered  obviously  thinner  than 
when  in  its  normal  condition,  even  when  the  case  has  not  advanced 
beyond  the  primary  stage  of  irritation. 

The  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  is  found  in  every  instance  reduced 
in  thickness  by  the  obvious  removal  of  the  adeps,  and  by.  some  process 
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producing  still  greater  compression.  The  committee  have  seen  no  evi- 
dence whatever  of  the  slightest  thickening,  either  in  the  fascia  super- 
ficialis,  the  abdominal  tendons,  or  the  edges  of  the  external  abdominal 
ring  when  that  part  has  been  acted  on ;  and  in  all  the  cases  the  skin, 
where  most  closely  approximated  to  the  fascia,  can  be  made  to  glide 
freely  over  it,  when  moved  by  the  6nger. 

After  the  final  removal  of  the  truss,  the  parts  thus  flattened  or 
impressed  by  the  block,  rapidly  regain  the  general  level  of  the  abdo- 
men. The  cellular  tissue  receives  anew  its  characteristic  deposits,  both 
within  and  beneath  the  cutis  vera,  and  the  adeps  reappears.  A  few 
weeks  are  sufficient  to  effect  this  change ;  it  is  sometimes  completed 
before  the  entire  subsidence  of  the  secondary  redness,  and  it  has  been 
known  to  commence  even  under  the  pressure  of  the  blocks  of  Dr. 
Chase's  trusses. 

Your  committee  feel  compelled  to  regard  these  facts  as  conclusive 
against  the  truth  of  the  doctrine,  that  the  trusses  or  blocks  of  the  first 
class  produce  a  real  condensation  of,  or  adhesion  between  the  skin,  the 
subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  the  fascia  superficialis  or  abdomina 
tendons. 

If  the  depression  were  the  result  of  a  true  condensation,  it  wouk 
be  utterly  impossible  that  the  skin  should  retain,  as  it  invariably  does 
its  mobility  upon  the  parts  beneath.  If  adhesions  actually  took  place 
and  the  hypothesis  which  considers  the  cellular  tissue  as  a  membrane 
containing  cells  be  true,  the  obliteration  of  those  'cells  would  rendei 
impossible  the  rapid  reproduction  of  fat  and  the  disappearance  of  the 
depression  which  has  been  described.  If,  on  the  contrary,  that  by- 
pothesis  be  correct  which  represents  the  cellular  tissue  as  a  homoge* 
neous  mass,  then  the  existence  of  adhesions  between  the  cutis  and  the 
parts  beneath  could  not  permit  the  skin  to  rise  again  to  its  natural  level 
until  the  accidental  membranous  connections  were  gradually  elongated 
by  mechanical  or  other  forces ;  but  the  parts  interested  in  the  present 
case  are  not  subject  to  any  mechanical  distending  forces,  in  proof  O;' 
which  the  committee  will  refer  to  the  letter  of  the  chairman  already 
quoted  ;  nor  can  it  be  supposed  that  interstitial  deposition  alone  could 
occasion  the  necessary  stretching  of  the  adhesions  within  the  time 
required ;  for  this  process  is  always  slow  and  tedious,  even  under  the 
action  of  very  powerful  forces,  as  is  seen  in  the  adhesions  following 
inflammations  of  serous  cavities.  If  any  should  believe  it  possible  thai 
the  renewed  interstitial  deposits  might  elevate  the  skin  to  the  natural 
level,  the  committee  would  merely  suggest  that  these  depositions  coulr 
occur  only  in  the  intervals  of  the  factitious  membranes  formed  by  the 
adhesions,  and  hence,  that  the  skin  thus  elevated,  would  be  inevitably 
rugose-^a  character  totally  inconsistent  with  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Moreover,  we  often  witness  similar  depressions  of  the  integuments 
among  the  effects  of  long-continued  pressure  by  bandages  and  splints 
in  surgical  cases — as,  for  instance,  over  the  tibia  in  ulcers  of  the  inferior 
extremities — yet,  in  no  case  do  we  see  the  skin  adherent  to  the  parts 
beneath,  unless  in  places  where  there  has  been  an  actual  loss  of  sub- 
stance or  the  establishment  of  the  suppurative  process. 
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Your  committee,  therefore,  entertain  decidedly  the  opinion  that  the 
hypothesis  of  condensation  and  adhesion  is  untenable. 

The  doctrine  of  adhesion  and  condensation  being  overthrown,  there 
can  remain  but  one  mode  of  explaining  the  action  of  the  instruments 
and  their  alleged  claims  as  means  of  radical  cure  in  hernia,  viz. :  Their 
mechanical  influence  in  producing  perfect  retention  of  the  bowel ;  for, 
whatever  changes  may  occur  in  the  hernial  orifice  while  the  instru- 
ments are  applied,  even  granting  that  these  changes  ultimately  render 
their  further  application  unnecessary,  can  only  be  due  to  the  exercise 
of  the  natural  functions  of  the  part  affected,  and  have  no  further  de- 
pendence on  the  instruments  than  such  as  results  from  their  mechanical 
action  in  permanently  removing  the  substances  which  were  previously 
present  from  time  to  time  in  the  false  passages  which  constitute  the 
disease. 

The  examination  of  the  different  instruments,  and  grounds  of  prefer- 
ence to  that  of  Dr.  Chase,  will  be  given  in  another  number. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    AUGUST    30,    J837. 


STATE  LUNATIC  HOSPITAL  REPORTS.* 

This  is  precisely  the  kind  of  publication  that  has  been  needed  :  it  is 
something  in  tangible  form,  having  length,  breadth  and  thickness  enough 
to  be  visible  in  a  book-case.  We  abhor  the  stitched-pamphlet  sys- 
tem of  reporting  progress  in  public  institutions,  so  common  in  this 
country.  However  valuable  such  annual  papers  may  be  to  tho  com- 
munity, at  the  time  of  their  first  appearance,  they  generally  get  con- 
verted into  iamp-Iighters  at  last.  An  air  of  bibliographical  respecta- 
bility is  quite  essential  to  the  preservation  of  printed  documents.  Books, 
like  fair,  well-dressed  ladies,  command  a  degree  of  attention,  from  the 
mass  of  mankind,  in  proportion  to  the  apparent  value  of  their  exterior, 
without  reference  to  their  intellectual  qualities.  There  are  many  phi- 
losophers in  rags,  and  many  learned  discourses  so  beggarly  in  appear- 
ance, that  they  never  reach  the  altitude  for  which  they  were  designed. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  be  very  definite  in  remarking  upon  the  char- 
acter of  this  series  of  reports,  the  spirit  of  which  has  already  been  given 
in  our  pages,  as  they  appeared  from  year  to  year  in  the  returns  made  to 
the  Legislature.  In  the  form  now  given  them — a  substantial,  finely 
executed  volume  of  two  hundred  pages,  octavo — Dr.  Woodward  is  ena- 
bled to  converse  with  kindred  establishments  in  Europe,  in  a  more  satis- 
factory manner  than  by  a  labored  correspondence.  Every  line  has  an  offi- 
cial accuracy  about  it,  which  imparts  a  peculiar  interest,  and  enhances  the 

*  Reports  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  Suite  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Worcester,  Mats.  Printed 
by  order  of  the  Senate.    Boston  x    Datton  db  Wontwortb. 
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value  of  the  whole  ia  the  estimation  of  those  whose  prayers  are  for  the 
continual  success  of  that  hoaven-blessed  charity,  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  most  wretched  of  the  human 
family.  The  accompaniment  of  a  correct  lithographic  view  of  the  range 
of  edifices  constituting  the  hospital,  together  with  a  ground  plan,  ena- 
bles the  reader  to  understand  the  text,  which,  otherwise,  would  not  be  so 
clearly  comprehended  in  speaking  of  different  apartments. 

Under  the  vigilant  eye  of  Dr.  Woodward,  who  possesses  the  moral 
qualifications  for  raising  the  hospital  to  great  distinction,  to  say  nothing 
of  his  well-known  scientific  attainments,  every  improvement  is  intro- 
duced which  the  experience  of  cotemporaries  in  similar  establishments 
has  discovered  to  be  beneficial  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  reason- 
berefl  inmates.  It  has  been  a  happy  circumstance  that,  from  the  begin- 
ning, the  commissioners  have  been  men  of  enlightened  views,  who  never 
have  hesitated  to  act  with  energy  in  any  measure  proposed  by  the  super- 
intendent which  promised  any  advantages  to  the  insane  under  treatment. 
The  Legislature,  too,  in  no  instance  have  manifested  a  disposition  to  em- 
barrass the  operations  of  those  who  must  know,  from  daily  observation, 
what  is  most  necessary.  When  the  guardians  of  the  treasury  have 
been  asked  for  assistance  from  the  right  source,  they  have  given  most 
cheerfully.  Some  of  the  acts  of  the  last  General  Court  in  granting 
money  for  the  purchase  of  land,  completing  the  wings  and  erecting  a 
chapel,  are  strong  evidences  of  their  confidence  in  the  ability  and  in- 
tegrity of  those  who  control  this  admirable  institution. 

Before  closing  these  remarks,  we  would  suggest  the  propriety,  if  not 
expediency,  of  supplying  every  physician  in  the  State  with  a  copy  of 
this  volume  of  reports.  If  the  measure  were  moved  at, the  next  session^ 
it  would  probably  meet  with  immediate  encouragement. 


Select  Medical  Library  and  Eclectic  Journal  of  Medicine. — Perhaps 
we  have  been  wanting  in  civility  in  not  having  recently  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  to  the  sterling  merits  of  Dr.  BelPs  Journal. 
There  is  discoverable  in  it  an  uncommon  evidence  of  industry,  and  a 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  medical  science,  which  demand  expressions 
of  warm  approbation.  It  is  as  difRcult  to  select  well,  as  it  is  to  conduct 
any  other  department  of  editorial  labor  ;  and  as  Dr.  Bell  has  evinced  a 
good  judgment  in  the  republication  of  articles  introduced  into  the  Li- 
brary, to  say  nothing  of  the  original  papers,  together  with  items  of  foreign 
and  domestic  intelligence,  his  claim  to  patronage  is  certainly  well 
established. 

Philadelphia  is  not  only  distinguished  for  the  excellence  of  its  schools, 
but  for  its  medical  periodicals.  Of  the  three  now  issued  there,  under 
the  control  of  Dr.  Hays,  Dr.  Dunglison  and  Dr.  Bell,  whose  rank  and 
influence  are  acknowledged  wherever  their  writings  have  circulated, 
there  is  not  one  we  could  willingly  relinquish.  With  these  views  we 
recommend  the  Select  Library  to  all  who  are  desirous  of  keeping  pace 
with  the  medical  science  and  literature  of  the  age. 


Medical  ExaminationB. — Candidates  for  the  degree  of  doctor  in  medi- 
cine, to  be  conferred  this  day  at  Harvard  University,  sustained  a  more 
than  nsoally  satisfactory  examination.     It  was  remarked  by  a  gentleman 
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who  is  conversant  with  these  trials,  for  such  they  are  invariably  regarded 
by  those  who  pass  the  ordeal,  that  the  public  have  an  interest  at  stake 
in  this  finishing  of  medical  students.  When  the  talent  and  industry 
manifested  before  the  board  of  examiners  is  such  as  to  meet  their  warm 
approbation,  as  was  the  case  the  other  day,  the  community  cannot  but 
be  the  gainers. 


Somnambulism. — If  some  medical  friend  in  the  City  of  Providence  will 
have  the  kindness  to  give  us,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  particulars  of  the 
extraordinary  cases  of  somnambulism  now  the  talk  and  wonder  of  the 
day  in  that  place,  he  will  confer  a  peculiar  favor  on  the  profession.  Ad- 
mitting that  one  twentieth  of  what  has  been  related  to  us  by  an  intelli- 
gent gentleman  who  was  in  Providence  the  last  week,  is  true.  Dr.  Poyen 
has  been  altogether  eclipsed.  Although  we  were  long  ago  completely 
weary  of  the  subject,  supposing  that  nothing  more  strange  and  unac- 
countable could  possibly  be  developed,  than  had  already  been  presented 
by  the  believers  in  animal  magnetism,  the  stories  which  are  currently  re- 

forted  here  of  the  astonishing   exhibitions  now   being  made  in  Rhode 
aland,  demand  a  statement  of  all  the  facts. 


Trepanning  the  Vertebral  Column, — It  is  reported  that  Dr.  Walker,  of 
Charlestown,  whose  reputation  as  a  surgeon  is  deservedly  high,  in  an 
extraordinary  dislocation  of  the  neck,  week  before  last,  laid  bare  the 
cervical  vertebrae  at  the  point  of  injury,  and  afler  sawing  away  some  of 
the  processes,  which  exposed  the  sheath  of  the  spinal  marrow,  restored 
the  bones  to  their  original  places.  The  operation  is  said  to  have  been  a 
remarkable  one.  Will  some  one  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances, 
have  the  goodness  to  transmit  the  particulars  ? 


Mammoth  Tumor. — Dr.  Hayward  operated  on  a  man,  last  week,  at 
the  General  Hospital,  who  had  a  prodigiously  large  medullary  tumor, 
exquisitely  sensible,  growing  from  the  fascia  of  the  recti  muscles  of  the 
abdomen.  Every  stage  of  the  dissection  was  attended  with  dread- 
ful pain,  even  to  the  very  last.  However,  notwithstanding  an  uncom- 
mon amount  of  suffering  while  under  the  knife,  the  patient  has  remained 
completely  free  from  pain  ever  since,  and  is  now  rapidly  convalescing. 
This,  too,  was  a  kind  of  case  which  should  be  given  to  the  public. 


Reinsertion  of  Human  Teeth. — Dentists  have  been  warned,  of  late,  by 
the  pernicious  effects  produced  by  the  use  of  teeth  taken  from  the  dead, 
to  abandon  a  practice  now  pretty  extensively  followed  in  the  large  cities. 
A  dreadful  and  fatal  case  of  venereal  disease,  in  one  instance,  was  in 
this  way  communicated  to  a  lady,  whose  jaws  and  face  presented  a 
horrible  spectacle  before  she  found  relief  in  death. 


Plague  Specific, — A  man  by  the  name  of  Brown,  formerly  of  Boston, 
notorious  for  several  qualities  beside  moral  honesty,  is  endeavoring  to 
find  favor  with  the  Turks — to  whom  he  represents  that  he  possesses  a 
positive  cure  of  the  plague,  which,  next  to  Mahomedanism  and  their  sys- 
tem of  government,  is  the  terror  and  curse  of  the  land.    The  Sultan 
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must  be  carefol,  or  he  will  be  duped  by  a  vagrant  yankee,  whose  manage- 
ment of  other  people's  money  and  divers  acts  of  criminal  freedom  would 
send  him  to  the  State  Prison,  should  he  ever  presume  to  set  foot  again 
ID  Massachusetts. 


Visiting  Cuba  for  Health. — Excellent  preparations  have  been  made 
near  Matanzas  for  the  accommodation  of  invalids  from  the  United  States. 
Formerly,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  suitable  lodgings  prevented  many 
from  passing  the  winter  in  that  beautiful  island,  who  felt  the  necessity  of 
fleeing  from  its  boisterous  approaches  in  New  England.  The  place  now 
organized  with  express  reference  to  the  convenience  of  this  class  of 
strangers,  is  located  at  San  Pedro  de  Hudson,  eighteen  miles  from  Ma- 
tanzas. Board  ranges  at  about  fourteen  dollars  a  week.  The  keeping 
of  a  horse  is  ten  dollars  a  month — the  hire  of  one  is  thirty  dollars  per 
month.  Steam  boats  leave  Havana  and  Matanzas  every  other  day — the 
fare  being  six  dollars.  Board,  by  the  day,  at  either  place,  is  two  dollars 
and  fil\y  cents.  A  horse  costs  from  sixty-eight  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  Those  who  can  afford  the  e:(pense,  should  ship  their  own,  the 
native  breed  being  small  and  inferior.  Invalids,  to  derive  the  most  ad- 
vantage from  the  mild  air  of  Cuba,  should  leave  here  by  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober and  remain  till  May.  Physicians,  in  recommending  a  voyage  to 
their  consumptive  patients,  should  keep  this  circumstance  in  recollection. 


Tranayhania  Medical  School, — The  chairs  in  this  school  vacated  by 
the  trustees  have  been  refilled.  Dr.  Dudley  has  been  reappointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  and  Drs.  Short  and  Richardson  have 
also  been  reappointed  to  their  former  chairs  ;  the  former  to  the  chair  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Botany,  and  the  latter  to  that  of  Obstetrics  and  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children.  Dr.  J.  C.  Cross  has  been  appointed  to 
the  chair  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Practice  ;  Dr.  J. 
Eberle  to  that  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Dr.  T.  D. 
Mitchell  to  that  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy.  Dr.  James  M.  Bush  is 
adjunct  Professor  of  Anatomy. — Amer,  Jour,  of  Med.  Sciences. 

Died,— At  Milford,  N.  H.,  Hon.  John  Wallace,  M.D.,  56.— At  Waltham,  Mass. 
Dr.  Isaac  Mulliken,  85. — At  Velasco,  Texas,  Dr.  Alexander  Lynch,  surgeon  in  the 
Texan  army,  late  of  Petersburg,  Va. — At  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  Dr.  Hichafd  R.  Say- 
ward,  28. 

Wbole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  26,  4S.    Males,  21— Feniftles,  21. 

Consumption,  6 — palsy,  1— scarlatina,  1— cholera  infantum,  3 — dropsv  on  the  brain,1 — ulcer  in  the 
■tomach,  1— aneurism,  1— inflammation  of  the  brain,  1— brain  fever,  1— rupture  of  the  uterus,  1— 
dysentery,  3— apoplexy,  1— inflammation  of  the  uterus,  1— typhus  fever,  1 — old  age,  1— sudden,  1— 
■carlet  fever,  1— lung  fever,  1— teething,  1. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thx  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
baa  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  tiudents  at  all  hours.  7'hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  fkcility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  oflbred  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  two  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,8  and  3,  and  m  eages  wkUk  wiU  be  treattd  at  ike  room  iaUy. 

Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 

Sttflielent  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  fkirther  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
tlM  rabscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH.  M.D. 
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MEDICAL  LECTURES  IN  THE  CINCINNATI   COLLEGE. 

Tni  session  commences  the  last  Monday  of  October,  and  ends  the  last  day  of  February. 

Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  by      -...-.       Dr.  M'Dowkix. 

General  and  Pathological  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by       -       <    Dr.  Gaoss. 

Surgery,  by -Dr.  Parkkr. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children,  by  Dr.  Rits*. 

Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by Dr.  Rogers. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by     ------       Dr.  Harrisor. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by    -       .        -       -       -       -    Dr.  Drake. 

Dissections  and  Practical  Anatomy,  by Dr.  Trimble. 

Clinical  Instruction  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  by      -       -       -    Drs.  Drake,  Parker  and  Riras 

Professor  Parker,  now  in  Europe  for  the  puichase  of  additional  books  and  apparatus,  will  return  in 
October. 

Dr.  Trimble  will  open  the  rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  on  the  Ist  of  October,  and  Prof.  M*DowaII 
will  at  the  same  time  commence  a  preliminary  course  of  Osteology. 

Ezpensbs.— Tickets  for  the  Professors,  $15  each  :  Matriculation,  $5;  Library  ticket  f optional)  f3 ; 
Hospital  ticket,  $5:  Anatomical  Rooms,  $10.  Total,  $125.  Respectable  boarding  ana  lodging  can 
be  had  at  $3  a  week. 

As  we  have  no  national  circulating  medium,  the  Faculty  consider  it  proper  to  give  notice,  that  they 
will  receive  from  studeuts,  at  pur,  the  current  bank  bills  of  the  didferent  States  in  which  they  respec- 
tively reside.  By  order  of  the  Faculty. 

Ang9— 3t  J.  B.  ROGERS,  Dean, 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  u  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  promiiient  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHM  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  Jfor>.  9,  1836.  Jnly  19>-6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF  HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lecturer  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  nt  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.    For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out aidditional  expen.^e,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensufng  season.        Fees. 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  Johh  C.  Warkbh,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  \V.  VVkbiter,  M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Walter  CHARivirra,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bioelow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  HArwARo,M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Praotice  of  Physic,  by  Johk  Ware,  M.D.  15 

'  By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  ef  Prae- 
Clcal  Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is«(ie^  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  ar^fff^ftn  several  times  in  each  weeic,  and  surgical  opera- 
tions are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus,  * 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthv  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CUANNING. 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNo**.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  or  Medicine. 

"  PROLAPSUS   UTERI   CURED   BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION.      ^ 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  JTERO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsue 
Cr£«rt,  and  other  diseases  deponding  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  w.iy  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  thepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing  **  dragging  and  bearincdown  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skill'ul  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Uiero- Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgratifying  to 
state,  that  it  hiu  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.    Price,  $10. 

Lowe  &  Rbed,  Bo>4ton  ;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ,  Joshua  Doroi5,  Portland,  Me., 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass. ;  N.  8.  Wonosn, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. May  10— 6m 

THE  BOSTON  MEUICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  jr.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  ad  dressed, />o«t-paii/.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Part«,  each  Purtcontaining  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M,D.  Editor.— Price  #3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  $3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
'every  seventh  copy  ^otw.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisflictory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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MAUGNANT  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN  OF  THE  FACE. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  of 
London,  the  subject  of  cancerous  and  other  affections  of  the  face  was 
brought  before  the  members. 

Mr.  Cssar  Hawkins  presented  a  paper  on  this  subject,  which  was 
read.  The  object  of  the  author  in  the  communication  is,  to  describe  a 
peculiar  form  of  malignant  disease  of  the  fece,  which  does  not  appear  to 
him  to  have  received  any  distinct  notice  from  surgical  writers,  although 
Its  character  is  so  well  marked  as  to  require  a  separate  consideration. 
The  term  "  malignant "  disease,  however,  having  been  employed  in  a 
very  vague  and  ill-deGned  manner,  the  author  commences  by  stating, 
that  he  restricts  the  term  ^'  malignant "  to  such  diseases  as  esseptially 
possess  a  new  structure,  capable  of  exerting  a  poisonous  influence  in 
one  or  more  of  these  several  degrees ;  1st,  upon  the  neighboring  tex- 
tures, which  are  converted  into  a  substance  exactly  similar,  or,  at  least, 
analogous,  to  that  of  the  new  formation ;  2dly,  upon  the  absorbent 
system,  so  that  the  neighboring  glands  become  enlarged  into  a  tumor, 
like  that  originally  deposited ;  or,  3dly,  upon  the  whole  constitution,  so 
that  the  poisonous  secretions  of  the  newly-formed  part  gain  access  to 
the  circulating  fluids,  and  tubercles  of  various  forms,  but  of  the  same  or 
an  analogous  character,  become  developed  in  some  distant  organs,  or 
textures,  which  have  no  direct  communication,  except  through  the 
blood,  with  the  parts  in  which  the  new  structure  was  first  formed.  By 
this  restriction  of  the  term,  the  author  excludes  from  among  the  ma- 
lignant diseases  of  the  face — 1st,  The  irritable  and  intractable  ulcers 
described  by  Mr.  Earie,  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  "  Transactions  " 
of  the  Society  ;  2ndly,  The  various  forms  of  scrofulous  lupus,  which 
attack  the  nose,  eyelids  and  cheeks ;  and  3dly,  The  several  varieties  of 
tubercular  sebaceous  disease,  tubercular  lupus,  noli-me-tangere,  &c., 
which  occur  in  the  same  parts  ;  and,  4thly,  Hypertrophy  of  the  nose, 
described  by  Mr.  Hey,  Civadier,  and  others.  None  oi  these  contain 
any  new  structures  to  entitle  them  to  be  included  in  his  definition. 

The  aathor  then  proceeds  to  describe  three  distinct  forms  of  malig- 
nant disease,  which  are  illustrated  by  several  drawings,  casts  and  pre- 
parations, presented  to  the  examination  of  the  members  of  the  Society. 
With  the  common  cancer  of  the  face,  as  it  shows  itself  in  the  lower  lips^ 
aiosc  surgeons  are  familiar.  When  removed  by  the  knife  in  its  early 
stage,  this  disease  does  not  return.  If  permitted,  however,  to  advance 
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antil  the  contiguous  glands  become  affected,  the  patient  usually  falls  a 
▼ictim  to  the  irritation  of  the  disease.  In  rf  few  of  these  cases  the 
poison  is  absorbed,  contaminating  the  whole  system ;  in  which  case 
tubercles  are  found  in  the  liver  and  other  viscera. 

The  second  form  of  disease,  to  which  the  author  applies  the  name  of 
**  cancerous  ulcer,"  or  phagedenic  ulcer,  occurs  in  the  face  of  old  per- 
sons ;  is  usually  stationary  for  a  long  time,  until  excited  to  ulceration  by 
some  accidental  violence,  and  differs  from  the  ulcer  of  ordinary  cancer, 
by  the  skin  around  not  being  thickened  or  inflamed,  by  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  pain,  by  its  slow  progress,  and  by  other  characters. 
This  disease  the  author  considers  to  be  malignant  only  in  the  lowest 
degree,  and  advises  its  removal  by  the  knife,  or,  when  the  new  structure 
is  not  very  deep,  by  the  chloride  of  lime.  To  the  third  form  of 
disease,  the  author  applies  the  name  of  ''  cancerous  tumor,"  or  ^'  fun- 
cous  cancer  of  the  face,"  in  old  persons,  a  disease  which  he  believes  to 
be  hitherto  undescribed.  This  disease  presents  the  appearance  at  first 
of  a  small  round  tumor  in  the  skin,  generally  in  the  cheek,  over  the 
malar  bone,  or  on  the  ala  nasi.  It  is  a  little  whiter  than  the  surround- 
ing skin,  from  the  cutis  being  thinned  by  the  growth  of  the  tumor.  It 
is  easily  distinguished  from  ordinary  cancer  by  many  characters  of  pecu- 
liarity, and  is  usually  unattended  with  lancinating  pain  previously  to 
ulceration.  When  it  forms  upon  the  ala  nasi  it  is  readily  distinguished 
from  hypertrophy  of  that  part,  by  the  absence  of  surrounding  redness 
and  thickening,  by  its  defined  cyst-like  limits,  and  by  the  absence  of 
enlarged  sebaceous  follicles.  The  author  considers  the  disease  to  be 
intermediate  in  malignancy  between  the  cancerous  ulcer,  and  the  com- 
mon cancer,,  and  that  if  sufficient  care  be  taken  to  excise  the  whole,  it 
may  be  removed  with  almost  a  certainty  of  success. 

In  answer  to  a  question,  Mr.  Hawkins  stated  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  form  any  diagnostic  opinion,  from  the  manner  of  growth  of  the 
tumors. 

Mr.  Perry  inquired  whether  the  author,  in  cases  of  chimney-sweepers' 
cancer  proving  fatal,  had  ever  met  with  this  disease  in  the  liver,  or  any 
other  of  the  viscera ;  and  whether,  in  cases  of  the  affection,  where 
there  was  swelling  of  the  inguinal  glands,  an  operation  was  positively 
counter-indicated  ?  He  was  induced  to  ask  the  latter  question,  from 
having  seen  cases  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  in  which  the  cancerous  tumors 
were  removed,  the  glands  of  the  groin  being  enlarged.  In  those  in- 
stances the  patients  did  well,  and  the  swellings  in  the  groins  disappeared. 

Mr.  Hawkins  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  a  fatal  case  of 
chimney-sweepers'  cancer,  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  internal  vis- 
cera were  affected.  There  was  no  doubt,  however,  that  in  some  the 
viscera  were  implicated.  Mr.  Liangstaff  had  recorded  an  instance  in 
the  Society's  '<  Transactions."  The  occurrence  of  such  cases  was  not, 
however,  by  any  means  frequent.  Regarding  the  enlargement  of  the 
elands  of  the  groin,  that  symptom,  he  considered,  was  not  a  decided 
bar  to  an  operation.  It  would  be  doubtful  whether  the  glands  had 
become  implicated  in  the  disease  or  not ;  and  if  they  had,  it  was  by  no 
means  probable  that  the  disease  would  return. 
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Mr.  Macilwain  thought,  that  in  the  diagnosis  of  canceroas  sores,  as 
in  their  treatment,  a  strict'  attention  to  circumstances  of  a  constitutional 
nature  was  of  as  much  importance  as  diagnostic  marks  afforded  by  the 
local  appearances.  Had  Mr.  Hawkins  noticed  any  particular  constitu- 
tional symptom  in  cases  of  cancer  falling  under  his  notice  ? 

Mr.  Hawkins  said,  that  so  far  as  general  observation  went,  cancer 
occurred  in  persons  under  all  kinds  of  circumstances  of  constitution,  not 
only  in  the  broken  down  habit,  but  in  apparently  strong  and  healthy 
individuals.  It  was  likely,  however,  that  some  peculiairity  of  constitu* 
lion  modified  the  disease  ;  or  there  might  be  some  difference  in  the 
origin  of  the  disease  itself.  The  former,  however,  was  the  most 
probable. 

Mr.  Macilwain  said,  that  it  had  occurred  to  him  to  see  six  or  seven 
tumors,  which  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  from  carcinoma.  In  all 
those  cases  the  subjects  seemed  to  be  favorable  for  operation.  In  putting 
the  patients,  however,  Aider  constitutional  treatment  previous  to  operating, 
changes  were  observed  to  take  place  in  the  local  affections.  The  opera- 
tions were,  consequently,  dispensed  with,  and  the  tumors  eventually 
disappeared.  These  tumors,  of  course,  were  not  carcinomatous.  He 
remembered  a  case  which  occurred  a  considerable  time  since  in  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital,  of  cancer  in  the  lip,  very  much  resembling  a  case 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Hawkins  in  his  paper,  and  described  by  him  as 
"  common  cancer."  In  the  case  to  which  he  (Mr.  M.)  alluded,  an 
operation  was  determined  on,  but  was  delayed.  In  the  meantime,  the 
sore  healed  under  the  local  application  of  arsenic.  In  this  case,  the 
man's  father  had  died  of  a  similar  disease.  In  treating  these  affections, 
be  (Mr.  M.)  had  endeavored  to  separate  the  symptoms  which  were 
necessary  to,  and  those  which  appeared  only  super-imposed  on,  the 
disease,  in  the  particular  cases.  He  found  the  sore  much  more  relieved 
in  the  generality  of  cases  which  had  fallen  under  his  notice,  by  attend- 
ing to  the  super-imposed  symptoms,  than  to  those  which  appeared 
necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  local  affection.  He  had  not  been 
able,  in  any  instance,  to  connect  the  occurrence  of  carcinoma  with  a 
sound  state  of  health.  If  there  was  one  constitutional  symptom  more 
commonly  present  than  another,  he  should  say  that  it  was  excessive 
excitability  of  the  nervous  system,  not  as  co-existent  with  the  disease, 
but  of  a  prbr  existence. 


CASE  OF   NYMPHOMANIA. 

VTniR  following  case  was  related  by  M.  Magendie,  in  one  of  his  recent 
lectures  at  the  College  of  France.] 

I  have  here  before  me,  on  the  table,  the  body  of  a  young  girl,  who 
died  in  my  wards  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  while  laboring  under  nymphomania. 

This  is  an  extremely  curious  case — perhaps  unique  in  the  history  of 
medicine ;  at  least  I  am  unacquainted  with  any  example  of  a  female 
having  been  affected  with  this  distressing  disease  before  the  period  of 
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puberty.  This  young  ohild,  scarcely  12  years  of  age,  abandoned  her- 
self to  the  practice  of  masturbation,  of  which  she  was  guilty  several 
l^mes  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  that  in  the  most  open  and  undis- 
guised manner.  This  child,  of  gentle  and  engaging  disposition,  and 
endowed  with  a  considerable  share  of  intelligence,  was  so  powerfully 
influenced  by  the  fatal  passion  which  dominated,  while  it  undermined, 
ber  existence,  that  she  at  length  became  an  object  of  horror  to  her 
parents  and  friends,  to  whom  she  frequently  detailed  in  the  morning, 
and  with  the  utmost  frankness,  the  excesses  committed  during  an  agi- 
tated and  imperfect  sleep.  The  child  was  brought  to  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
where  she  soon  died  with  all  the  symptoms  of  compression  of  the  brain. 
Immediately  on  her  arrival  I  ordered  her  to  take  some  cold  baths, 
hoping  to  calm  the  nervous  system,  and  diminish  the  irritation  of  the 
genital  organs.  One  or  two  baths  only  were  administered  when  the 
little  patient  was  seized  with  a  species  of  hallucination,  and  an  exalta- 
tion of  the  intellectual  faculties,  manifesting  it^If  by  an  incessant  lo- 
quacity. At  the  following  visit  the  child  answered  rationally  enough  all 
the  questions  addressed  to  her,  and  I  was  unable  to  discover  any  of  the 
symptoms  which  ordinarily  accompany  acute  inflammation  of  the  brain 
or  of  its  membranes.  I  ordered  sinapisms  to  the  feet.  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  however,  I  found  the  child  laboring  under  the  symptoms  of 
compression  of  the  brain,  which  gradually  became  more  profound,  and 
finally  terminated  in  coma  and  death. 

The  autopsy  was  commenced  48  hours  after  death,  and  it  required 
but  a  very  superficial  examination  to  show  how  closely  connected  the 
nervous  system  was  with  the  disordered  phenomena,  in  the  midst  of 
which  the  patient's  life  terminated.  The  first  thing  done  was  to  ex- 
pose the  anterior  surface  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  collect  with  care  the 
cerebro-spinal  fluid ;  the  quantity  of  this  latter  obtained  amounted  to 
about  two  or  three  drachms,  which  you  see  here.  Instead  of  being 
clear  and  transparent,  as  it  should  be,  and  as  you  have  seen  it  when 
extracted  from  a  healthy  animal,  the  fluid  resembles  an  exhalatioR  of 
serum,  and  is  of  a  dull  yellowish  color.  You  know,  from  what  has 
been  already  said  at  an  early  part  of  the  course,  how  profoundly  the 
functions  are  deranged  by  any  remarkable  modification  of  the  cepbalo- 
rachidian  fluid,  which  is  sometimes  found  not  only  altered  in  color,  but 
more  or  less  deviating  from  its  normal  degree  of  fluidity.  Here,  thee, 
the  alteration  in  the  color  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  puts  us  on  the  trace, 
of  the  cause  of  this  child's  death,  which  evidently  must  be  the  same  that 
produced  the  alteration  of  the  fluid ;  and  this  leads  us  to  examine  the 
state  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis  itself,  and  of  the  membranes  enveloping 
it.  But  first  let  us  determine  the  condition  of  the  fluid  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  cranium  and  vertebral  canal. 

[Here  M.  Magendie  directed  the  attention  of  the  pupils  to  a  layer  of 
puriform  liquid,  mixed  with  albuminous  flocci,  which  extended  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  was  contained  between  the 
arachnoid  and  pia  mater.] 

When  I  remove  (continued  the  professor)  the  fibrous  membrane,  yoa 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Case  of  Nymphomania.  73 

may  observe  bow  the  aracbooid  is  elevated  at  several  points  by  the  efiu- 
sion  of  fluid  beneath  it ;  the  brilliaDcy  and  smoothness  of  the  surface 
sufficiently  indicate  that  the  efiused  matter  lies  beneath  the  arachnoid, 
and,  consequently,  occupies  the  seat  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid.  Most 
physicians  would  regard  the  pathological  changes  now  before  us  as 
simply  an  effect  of  arachnitis,  but  for  my  part  I  see  ah  alteration,  a 
degeneration,  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  produced  by  some  special  lesion 
of  the  pia  mater ;  the  disease  probably  commenced  by  an  obstacle  to 
the  venous  circulation  in  that  membrane,  which  was  soon  followed  by 
alterations  of  its  normal  secretion,  and  consequent  derangement  of  the 
fiinctions  of  the  whole  nervous  system. 

A  physician,  who  has  devoted  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  diseases  of 
the  brain  as  connected  with  mental  derangement,  lately  published  a 
memoir  on  the  false  membranes  which,  according  to  him,  are  formed 
between  the  two  free  surfaces  of  the  arachnoid,  or,  in  other  words, 
within  the  great  cavity  of  that  membrane.  This  is  in  opposition  to 
what  you  have  just  seen  in  the  case  before  us,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  the  author  of  the  memoir  alluded  to  has  fallen  into  an  error ; 
be  has  mistaken,  altogether,  the  seat  of  these  false  membranes,  which, 
like  purulent  effusion,  transudation  of  serum,  &c.,  almost  invariably 
exist  in  the  subarachnoid  cavity,  i.  e.  between  the  arachnoid  and  pia 
mater.  Indeed,  many  writers^  and  especially  the  older  ones,  fall  into 
the  same  error,  which  depends  on  want  of  attention,  more  than  any- 
thing else,  on  the  part  of  those  who  make  autopsies ;  however,  it  must 
be  confessed  that  in  some  cases  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  precise 
seat  of  the  lesion,  or  the  nature  of  the  change  which  the  fluid  has  un- 
dei^one.  I  regard  these  false  membranes,  for  the  most  part,  as  de- 
pending on  a  change  in  the  consistency  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  and 
so  far  we  advance  a  step  beyond  modem  pathologists :  inflammation  is 
their  source,  but  it  is  frequently  insufficient  to  explain  the  cause  of 
death  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  demonstrated,  by  a  series  of  experi- 
ments which  you  have  all  witnessed, .that  any  notable  alteration*in  tbe 
physical  properties  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  is  followed  by  a  profound 
disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system,  and  generally  ter- 
minates in  death. 

Look  now  at  the  state  of  the  pia  mater,  and  observe  how  the  in- 
jected vessek  form  a  net*work  distinguishable  underneath  tbe  arachnoid, 
for  let  me  impress  you  with  the  idea  that  in  all  these  cases  the  alteration 
occupies  the  subarachnoid  cavity  and  not  the  free,  smooth  surface  of 
that  membrane.  I  have  now  exposed,  in  all  directions,  the  great  cavity 
of  the  arachnoid,  and  you  see  that  it  contains  a  quantity  of  purulent- 
kwking  matter :  this,  however,  is  not  produced  by  the  serous  surface  of 
tbe  arachnoid ;  tbe  latter  is  a  tissue  enjoying  a  very  high  degree  of 
permeabilitv,  and  the  efiused  fluid  you  see  here  has  made  its  way  by 
imbibition  from  the  cellular  membrane  lining  the  cerebral  anfractuosities. 
The  osseous  envelop  of  the  brain  does  not  present  any  particularity 
worthy  of  notice ;  however,  the  cavity  on  the  left  side  seems  somewhat 
more  developed  than  that  of  the  right  side.  Tbe  region  of  the  cere- 
bellum b  bat  moderately  developed,  a  fiict  which  is  in  coatradictioo  of  tbe 
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doctrine  of  Gall,  who  placed,  as  you  know,  the  seat  of  aniativeness  io 
that  organ  ;  now,  the  present  subject,  affected  with  this  passion  or  in- 
stinct in  a  very  high  degree,  should  have  presented  a  corresponding 
development  in  that  part  of  the  nervous  system  ia  which  Gall  supposed 
the  instinct  to  reside.  The  only  remarkable  circumstance  connected 
with  this  portion  of  the  head  is  the  excessive  thickness  of  the  skull 
where  it  covers  the  cerebellum.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  deny  the 
possibility  of  any  relation  existing  between  the  cerebellum  and  genera- 
tive system,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  prevent  myself  from 
thinking  that«  such  relation  is  anything  but  constant  when  1  find  in  so 
many  cases  high  irritation  of  the  genital  apparatus  coinciding  with 
atrophy  or  more  or  less  destruction  of  the  cerebellum.  The  back  part 
of  the  brain,  then,  is,  as  I  said,  but  slightly  developed  in  the  present 
case :  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  mass  of  the  cerebrum  presents  a 
greater  volume  than  we  usually  find  at  this  age.  The  same  purulent 
•ffusion,  already  noticed,  may  be  observed  on  the  superior  and  inferior 
furfaces  of  the  cerebellum  ;  the  cerebral  pulp  itself  is  of  good  consist- 
ency, and  much  injected  with  blood  ;  it.  is  probable  that  we  shall  find 
more  or  less  effusion  of  serum  in  the  lateral  ventricles.  1  have  now 
exposed  the  central  parts  of  the  cerebrum  ;  the  ventricles  contain  some 
clear  fluid,  but  in  small  quantity. 

Let  us  now  direct  our  attention  to  the  state  of  the  genital  organs. 
The  external  parts  are  red  and  injected:  on  separating  the  external 
labia  the  hymen  appears  in  a  state  of  perfiect  integrity,  a  circumstance 
which  is  excessively  curious  when  we  remember  the  practices  to  which 
this  child  constantly  abandoned  herself.  The  clitoris  is  very  small, 
scarcely  developed  ;  it  does  not  present  anything  worthy  of  notice ; 
the  vagina  appears  normal,  without  any  marks  of  irritation,  injection, 
&c.  On  arriving  at  the  uterus  we  find  that  instead  of  being  developed, 
it  is  actually  smaller  in  dimensions  than  the  oi^an  usually  is  at  the  age 
of  15.  The  neck  of  the  uterus  does  not  present  the  least  prominence. 
The  only  parts  of  the  reproductive  system  which  exhibit  any  deviation 
from  the  normal  state,  are  the  ovaries.  These  bodies  are  much  more 
developed  than  they  should  be,  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  some  of 
the  vessels  of  Graeff  can  be  distinguished  with  the  utmost  facility;  here 
is  one  that  is  highly  developed.  You  know  that  these  vesicles  are  con- 
sidered as  a  proof  that  puberty  has  arrived,  but  this  child  was  far  from 
affording  external  signs  of  puberty.  The  conformation  of  the  bladder 
and  rectum  presents  nothing  extraordinary. 

Here  we  may  stop  for  a  moment  to  ask  ourselves,  did  the  existence 
of  the  nymphomania  depend  on  the  development  of  the  ovaries,  or  the 
presence  of  the  vesicles  just  alluded  to?  This  terrible  disease  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  several  writers,  who  have  put  forward  a  va- 
riety of  theories,  and,  in  fact,  what  is  more  easily  made  than  a  theory, 
provided  you  are  not  asked  to  furnish  proof  of  what  is  advafnced?  Thus 
some  authors  place  the  seat  of  nymphomania  in  the  uterus,  others  in 
the  clitoris,  others  again  in  the  ovaries ;  finally,  others  place  it  in  the 
cerebellum.  For  my  own  part,  without  presuming  to  decide  a  question 
which  is  still  involved  in  obscurity,  I  am  inclined  to  connect  the  nym- 
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phoroania  of  the  present  case  with  an  abDorrnal  development  of  the 
ovaries,  and  with  the  presence  of  vesicles  in  those  bodies.  Howeveri 
nothing  certain  %an  be  concluded  from  a  single  case  :  if  1  have  occu- 
pied so  much  of  your  time  with  its  deuils,  it  is  with  the  hope  that  at 
some  future  time  it  may  serve  to  throw  light  on  a  disputed  question  in 
physiolc^. — London  Lanut. 


TREATMENT  OF  DIVIDED  INTESTINE. 

M.  JoBERT,  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  Paris,  has  recently 
treated  a  case  of  divided  intestine  with  complete  success. 

In  1822  M.  Jobert  commenced  a  series  of  experiments,  from  which 
he  obtained  the  following  principal  results  : — 

1.  When  M.  Travers's  experiment  is  repeated  on  a  healthy  intestine, 
we  produce  the  same  eflfect  as  when  a  ligature  is  thrown  round  an 
artery;  i.  e.  the  mucous  and  muscular  tunics  give  way,  the  serous 
alone  resists. 

2.  If  a  ligature  be  placed  on  an  intestine  while  the  serous  mem- 
brane is  in  a  state  of  inflammation,  the  latter  gives  way  at  once,  under 
a  very  feeble  constriction. 

3.  When  two  serous  surfaces  are  placed  and  maintained  in  contact, 
adhesion  takes  place  in  about  an  hour.  This  result,  which  would  other- 
wise appear  extraordinary,  can  be  conceived  when  we  reflect  on  the 
rapidity  with  which  false  membranes  and  adhesions  are  formed  in  inflam- 
mation of  the  serous  tissues  in  general. 

From  the  above  facts  M.  Jobert  deduced  a  method  of  treating 
wounds  of  the  intestine,  founded  essentially  on  pathological  anatomy. 
This  extremely  simple  process  consists  in  doubling  inwards  on  itself  the 
oriflce  of  the  inferior  end  of  the  gut ;  the  superior  end  is  then  passed 
into  the  inferior  one,  and  by  this  means  the  two  serous  surfaces  are 
brought  into  contact;  they  are  maintained  together  by  two  ligatures,, 
which  are  merely  twisted,  instead  of  being  tied,  and  which  are  brought 
out  through  the  external  wound,  that  they  may  be  withdrawn  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  days.  When  the  intestine  is  only  divided  in  a  part  of 
its  calibre,  the  two  edges  of  the  wound  are  doubled  inwards,  and  sutures 
are  applied  in  number  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  the  wound. 

In  1825  M.  Lembert  proposed  passing  two  or  three  sutures  through 
the  upper  end  of  the  intestine  from  without  inwards,  and  as  many,  in 
the  same  direction,  through  the  inferior  end ;  the  ligatures  are  then 
drawn  tightly  together,  and  this  forces  the  lower  edges  of  each  intestinal 
section  to  double  inwards  on  themselves,  and  present  their  serous  sur- 
faces to  each  other ;  but  this  process  requires  a  considerable  force  of 
traction,  and  produces  a  kind  of  valve  in  the  interior  of  the  intestine, 
with  the  ends  which  are  thus  doubled  inwards. 

One  of  the  most  common  objections  which  have  been  offered  against 
M.  Jobert's  method  is  founded  on  the  fact  of  its  having  been  twice  per- 
formed on  the  living  body  without  success.    This,  however,  is  but  a 
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very  specious  objection.  The  author  of  the  memoir  now  before  us  gives 
in  detail  the  two  first  cases  operated  on  by  M.  Jobert,  and  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  the  fatal  resuh  depended  on  circumstances  totally  unconnected 
with  the  operation.  The  third  case,  on  the  contrary,  was  completely 
successful,  and  answers  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  the  objections 
which  have  been  advanced  against  M.  Jobert's  method,  and  when  joined 
to  the  other  two  cases  warrants  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  The  simple  torsion  of  the  threads  which  serve  to  unite  a  divided 
intestine,  is  enough  to  prevent  any  danger  of  consecutive  efifusion,  and 
determines  the  union  of  the  serous  tunics  which  are  placed  in  contact. 

2.  Even  when  the  serous  membrane  is  violently  inflamed,  it  bears  the 
application  of  the  ligatures  fastened  by  torsion,  whereas  it  would  give 
way  under  a  knot. 

3.  The  method  proposed  by  M .  Jobert,  for  the  union  of  a  wounded 
intestine,  whether  the  calibre  be  completely  or  incompletely  divided,  is 
the  best  that  can  be  adopted. 


EXTRA-UTERINE    PREGNANCY,    OCCURRING  TWICE    IN    THE   SAME 

WOMAN. 

The  number  of  examples  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy  recorded  in  the 
medical  works  is  considerable.  The  phenomenon  in  itself  has  been 
studied  with  so  much  care,  that  perhaps  the  only  point  which  we  are 
unable  to  explain  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  is  its  mechanism.  We  are 
not  aware,  however,  that  a  case  similar  to  the  one  which  follows  has 
been  described  in  any  work,  or  monograph,  on  the  affections  of  females. 
It  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Galliay,  in  the  Jour,  des  Con.  Med.-Chirurg. 

Case. — A  young  woman,  of  sound  constitution,  enjoying  perfect 
health,  shortly  after  her  marriage  with  a  schoolmaster,  became  engaged 
in  a  quarrel  with  another  female,  who  threw  her  violently  on  the  ground, 
and  ill-treated  her  in  the  most  brutal  manner.  The  moral  and  physical 
suflfering  of  the  patient  gave  rise  to  an  illness  of  several  days,  which, 
however,  subsided  without  any  grave  accident. 

The  abdomen  now  gradually  enlarged,  and  the  young  woman  thought 
herself  pregnant ;  the  pregnancy  seemed  to  run  its  course  in  the  usual 
manner ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  nine  months  several  of  the  phenomena 
of  labor  set  in,  but  without  any  result ;  the  pains  soon  disappeared,  but 
the  abdomen  remained  developed. 

Several  months  elapsed  without  any  change,  and  the  patient,  as  well 
as  her  friends,  commenced  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  pregnancy.  At 
this  period  the  husband  was  removed  to  another  parish,  and  the  author 
of  the  case  lost  sight  of  his  patient.  After  some  time  the  woman  was 
suddenly  seized  with  violent  pains  in  the  abdomen,  of  a  peculiar  kind. 
A  physician  was  sent  for,  but  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  the  disease,  he 
ordered  some  general  remedies,  such  as  the  warm  bath,  &c.,  which 
produced  a  momentary  calm.  The  pains,  however,  soon  returned  at 
shorter  intervals,  and  with  greater  violence  at  each  access.  Several 
medical  men  were  called  in,  in  succession,  without  any  benefit  to  the 
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patieDty  and  without  discovering  the  real  cause  of  her  sufferings.  The 
latter  at  length  became  so  insupportable,  that  a  consultation  of  seven 
medical  men  (the  author  included),  was  held.  The  abdomen  was 
now  as  large  as  that  of  a  woman  in  her  ninth  month  :  it  was  tense,  and 
so  resisting  in  every  point,  that  it  was  impossible  to  offer  any  conjecture 
on  what  the  cause  of  the  tumefaction  might  be.  The  whole  surface  of 
the  abdomen  was  painful  to  the  touch,  particularly  about  the  groins. 
The  sexual  organs,  examined  by  the  touch,  presented  nothing  abnormal. 
The  pulse  was  hard,  face  highly  colored,  and  the  pajns  excessive- 
ly acute. 

In  this  state  of  things  a  general  antiphlogistic  treatment  was  resolved 
upon,  leaving  to  nature  to  clear  up  the  diagnosis.  One  of  the  physi- 
cians present  spoke,  it  is  true,  of  an  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  but  the 
state  of  the  abdomen  rendered  it  impossible  to  pronounce  in  anything 
like  a  positive  manner.  The  consultation,  therefore,  broke  up,  little 
satisfied  with  what  it  had  done,  but  full  of  hope.  After  the  lapse  of 
some  time,  the  pains  set  in  with  redoubled  violence,  and  the  patient  felt 
an  imperious  desire  to  go  to  stool,  which  she  was  unable  to  satisfy.  A 
surgeon,  sent  for,  found  a  foreign  body  engaged  in  the  sphincter  ani,  ex- 
tracted it,  and  discovered  one  of  the  bones  of  a  foetus :  several  other 
bones  were  discharged  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  woman  experienced 
great  relief.  For  several  months,  she  continued  to  discharge  fragments 
of  bone  per  anus ;  and  at  length,  in  the  year  1829,  recovered  perfect 
health.  The  physicians  had  strongly  recommended  the  patient  to  ab- 
stain from  all  participation  in  the  pleasures  of  marriage;  a  counsel 
which,  it  appears,  she  followed  up  to  1834,  when,  after  a  copious  loss 
of  blood  from  the  uterus,  the  catamenia  became  suspended,  and  the 
abdomen  swelled.  As  the  tumefaction  increased  day  after  day,  the 
patient  got  alarmed ;  but  an  accoucheur,  who  carefully  examined  the 
vagina  and  uterus,  assured  her  she  was  not  pregnant.  At  about  the 
fifth  month,  the  movements  of  an  infant  were  clearly  perceptible,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  doubt ;  but  the  internal  genital  organs,  again  explored, 
seemed  to  have  undergone  no  change.  The  movements  soon  ceased  ; 
and,  in  a  few  weeks  after,  fragments  of  a  fcetus  were  discharged,  as  be- 
fore, through  the  anus ;  but  on  this  occasion,  fortunately,  without  any 
pain.  Only  a  portion  of  the  foetus  was  thus  eliminated  ;  the  abdo- 
men, however,  gradually  subsided,  and  the  woman  now  enjoys  a  perfect 
state  of  health. 


SUCCESSFUL  USE  OF  THE  BANDAGE. 

BT  J.    M.   BUSH,   M.D.,    LEXlNOTOfl,   KT. 

A  BOT  was  attending  his  horses,  about  the  large  wheel  of  a  horse-mill, 
and  accidentally  h'ls  foot  became  engaged  in  some  of  the  machinery, 
and  before  it  could  be  released,  was  nearly  severed  at  the  junction  of  the 
tarsal  and  metatarsal  bones.  Of  course  tber^  resulted  extensive  lacera- 
tion of  all  the  soft  parts ;  but  an  anticipation  being  entertained  that  the 
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integrity  of  some  of  the  bloodvessels  and  nerves,  especially  those  of  the 
plantar  surface,  still  remained,  together  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
powers  of  the  bandage,  that  agent  was  addressed  to  this  unpromising  injury. 
At  the  next  dressing,  some  four  or  five  days  afterwards,  all  the  phalanges 
and  metatarsal  bones  came  away  with  the  bandages  ;  leaving  a  most  healthy 
and  progressing,  granulating  and  suppurating  stump.  While  the  vitality  in 
the  foot,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  injured  parts,  was  insufficient  to  pre- 
serve the  toes  and  metatarsus,  the  mechanical  pressure,  in  this  lacerated 
wound,  of  tendon,  nerve,  and  bloodvessel,  completely  prevented  all 
disposition  to  tetanus,  which  might  have  occurred  under  other  treat- 
ment ;  at  the  same  time,  its  wonderful  influence  secured  a  natural  ampu- 
tation by  absorption,  and  promoted  two  most  desirable  objects — healthy 
granulation  and  suppuration  of  the  wound.  A  continuation  of  the 
roller  a  couple  of  weeks  longer  completed  the  cure.  This  singular  case 
is  most  eminently  calculated  to  illustrate  the  complete  power  which 
mechanical  pressure  is  capable  of  exerting  over  the  absorbent  system. 
Here,  its  charm  could  not  reach  the  bloodvessel  system,  in  consequence 
of  the  irreparable  violence  done  to  it  in  common  with  the  other  parts; 
therefore  adhesion  was  out  of  the  question.  Nor  was  there  even 
ground  enough  left  to  secure  a  union  by  the  second  intention,  by  granu- 
lation, he.  But  the  remedy  was  competent  to  engage  the  active 
agency  of  absorption,  in  preparing  the  parts  for  the  most  speedy  and 
safe  return  to  health.  This  was  done  by  separating  the  destroying 
parts,  and  retaining  the  wound  in  a  state  prepared  for  progressive  ctca- 
.  trization. 

A  gentleman  was  thrown  from  his  horse,  and  sustained  an  extensive 
compound  fracture  of  his  ankle.  In  this  lacerated  injury  the  anterior 
tibial  artery  was  wounded,  and  presented  in  a  short  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  invasion  of  its  integrity,  an  aneurism  of  considerable 
magnitude.  A  thick  pledget  of  cotton  cloth  was  placed  directly  on  the 
pulsating  tumor,  and  extended  some  inch  or  two  above  and  below  it. 
A  bandage  was  then  begun  at  the  toes,  and  conducted  over  the  foot  and 
ankle,  extending  up  the  leg,  and  embracing,  very  firmly,  the  compress. 
The  remedy,  thus  applied  two  or  three  times  in  twenty  days,  was  en- 
tirely successful  in  efiecting  a  complete  and  undoubted  cure  of  the 
diseased  bloodvessel.  Here,  while  the  compress,  secured  by  the  roller, 
arrested  the  circulation  through  the  artery,  and  efiected  an  immediate 
stagnation  and  coagulation  of  the  blood  in  the  aneurismal  sac,  it  by  its 
mechanical  influence  prevented  all  swelling  of  the  foot,  ankle  and  leg. 
Nor  does  it  appear  at  all  paradoxical  to  assert,  that  it  excited  the  atn 
sorbents  to  destructive  action  in  the  discussion  of  the  tumor,  by  the 
removal  of  the  coagulated  blood  and  other  extraneous  parts. 

A  patient  presented  himself  to  Professor  Dudley  for  an  operation. 
His  malady  was  a  most  extensive  aneurism  by  anastomosis,  occupying 
almost  the  entire  lateral  half  of  the  head  and  face.  The  occipital,  the 
temporal,  transverse  fascial  and  supra-orbital  arteries  were  all  involved 
in  the  disease,  and  were  all  supplying  this  vascular  tumor,  which  ex- 
tended from  the  os  occipitis  behind,  to  the  malar  bone  in  front,  and  to 
the  inner  panthus  of  the  eye ;  the  whole  presenting  9  suHace  of  dis- 
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eased  bloodvessels  and  scalp,  equal  at  least  to  six  inches  square.  Did 
the  surgeon  take  up  his  knife,  to  cure  the  malady  by  cutting,  the  opera- 
tion must  have  consisted  in  nothing  short  of  a  horrible  scalping,  for  the 
entire  teguments  of  that  side  of  the  cranium  were  in  a  highfy  patho- 
logical condition.  But,  fortunately  for  the  patient,  it  was  not  necessary 
that  he  should  ascend  the  operating  table ;  a  remedy  secure  and  cer- 
tain, and  far  less  painful  and  distressing,  was  selected  for  his  relief.  Me- 
chanical pressure,  in  the  beautiful  and  convenient  shape  of  compress 
and  bandage,  was  the  means  conSded  in.  A  pledget  of  sufficient  size 
was  laid  over  each  of  the  arteries  feeding  the  diseased  mass,  and  held 
in  position  by  an  assistant,  while  the  surgeon  with  the  double-headed 
roller,  secured  each  successively  and  firmly,  by  appropriate  turns ;  thus 
addressing  the  necessary  pressure  not  only  to  the  leading  arterial 
branches,  but  to  the  whole  head,  and  diseased  portion  of  face. 

This  extraordinary  case  was  cured,  most  successfully,  in  fifteen  days, 
upon  the  same  admirable  principle  which  we  have  illustrated  in  the  pre- 
ceding cases ;  and  instead  of  losing  one  half  the  integuments  of  the 
bead,  all  were  restored  to  their  healthy  and  natural  condition.  Were  it 
necessary,  and  would  our  limited  paper  permit,  we  could  go  on  and  give 
other  examples  illustrative  of  the  same  powers  of  the  remedy  over  the 
bloodvessels  in  the  other  forms  of  aneurism.  In  addition  to  the  above 
cases  of  the  true  aneurism,  and  aneurism  by  anastomosis,  we  could  select 
a  number,  treated '  precisely  similarly,  of  the  false,  diflfuse,  and  vari- 
cose orders. — Abridged  from  Transyl  Jour,  of  Med. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     SEPTEMBER     6,    J837. 


ANATOMICAL  CONSTRUCTIOxN    OF  THE    EYE. 

When  Dr.  Alexander's  extremely  novel  physiological  investigations  on 
the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  eye,  appeared  in  this  Journal,  we 
were  sure  that  an  impulse  would  be  given  to  an  inquiry  that  demands  a 
more  careful  examination  than  has  been  bestowed  upon  it.  Theories 
are  so  easy  to  construct,  and  they  can  be  manufactured,  too,  under  such 
circumstances  of  parlor  comfort,  that  it  is  a  rare  circumstance  in  this 
wise  age  to  find  an  experimental  philosopher.  When  one  does  venture, 
however,  to  promulgate  facts,  whether  of  consequence  or  not,  he  is  cer- 
tain of  being  pretty  thoroughly  dissected,  if  there  is  the  least  connection 
between  his  subject  and  any  imperfectly  explored  domain  of  physiology. 
Unkind  as  this  may  seem,  it  is  the  only  mode,  in  modern  times,  of  draw- 
ing forth  those  deductions  by  other  minds,  which  are  considered  neces- 
sary to  establish  the  truth  of  a  position  in  the  exact  sciences.  As  in  vulgar 
life,  so  it  is  in  the  pursuits  of  science— there  are  always  two  sides  to  a 
story.  It  is  from  a  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  this  homely  maxim,  that 
we  feel  it  a  duty  to  give  admission  to  the  following  communication  from  the 
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City  of  New  York.  Its  writer  is  ao  authoress.  There  is  something  curioas 
in  the  circumstance,  that  a  lady  is  the  first  critic  who  has  appeared  in 
our  pages,  to  decide  upon  the  merits  and  demerits  of  Dr.  Alexander's  dis- 
coveries. Whether  Dr.  A.'s  theory  be  founded  in  truth  or  not,  he  will 
be  regarded  as  a  profound  man,  a  deep  thinker,  by  those  who  can  appre- 
ciate the  skilful  application  of  the  knowledge  displayed  in  that  single 
memoir.  The  constitution  of  his  mind — for  we  speak  from  a  personal 
acquaintance— convinces  us  that  the  profession  will  at  some  future  day 
become  very  familiar  with  his  name.  Still,  our  fair  correspondent,  at  the 
onset,  has  pierced  him  through  and  through  with  a  golden  bodkin.  Of 
coarse  we  do  not  publish  all  that  we  might,  to  satisfy  any  one  how  capa- 
ble the  writer  is  of  analyzing  what  are  called  discoveries  in  this  particu- 
lar department. 

Since  Dr.  Alexander  has  fairly  leaped  into  the  arena,  and  corobataots 
are  beginning  to  exhibit  themselves,  he  will  doubtless  feel  himself  called 
upon  to  present  a  further  statement  of  his  views,  in  defence  of  his  inge- 
nious theory.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  communication 
alluded  to,  addressed  to  the  editor.        ^ 

"  But  Dr.  Alexander  has  mistaken  the  nature  of  the  phenomenon 
which  he  calls  capillaries.  They  are  to  be  seen  in  young  and  strong 
eyes,  as  well  as  in  those  that  are  old  and  weak,  and  are  nothing  more 
than  congeries  or  links  of  air  bubbles.  These  air  bubbles  always  attach 
themselves,  more  or  less,  to  extraneous  matter,  and  in  an  organ,  such 
as  the  eye,  the  secretions  are  not  generally  in  a  perfectly  limpid  state. 
In  the  aqueous  humor,  owing  to  some  derangement  of  the  absorbents, 
either  from  age  or  weakness  of  the  eye,  there  will  be  found  portions  of 
viscid  matter  that  float  loosely  through  the  fluid,  and  it  is  to  these  filmy 
substances  that  globules  of  air  attach  themselves. 

'^  If  Dr.  Alexander  will  look  into  the  little  work  referred  to  by  Pro- 
fessor Dunglison  in  his  ^'  Medical  Library  and  Intelligencer,"  which 
work  is  called  '^  Discoveries  in  Light  and  Vision,"  he  will  see  the  sub- 
ject of  muscsB  volitantes  (page  79)  discussed  aC  length.  The  writer  of 
that  work  shows  us  how  we  can  see  almost  any  part  of  our  own  eye,  and 
DO  one  can  have  the  least  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  floating  body 
which  Dr.  Alexander  describes,  af\er  reading  that  explanation.  It  is 
true  that  some  of  the  spots  are  permanently  flxed,  but  that  is  owing  to  their 
position  in  the  eye.  He  will  And  on  page  99,  No.  9,  that  the  phenome- 
Qon  he  mentions  has  been  well  described  also ;  the  author  observesi 
^  that  the  fixed  spots  between  the  cornea  and  lens,  can  be  seen  in  con- 
junction with  those  that  are  floating  ;'  and  I  will  add,  the  tube  Dr, 
Alexander  describes  can  be  seen  in  almost  all  the  experiments  set  forth 
in  the  aforesaid  work.  Professor  Dunglison  observes  that  the  subject 
has  been  noticed  by  many  of  the  more  recent  writers  on  physiology ;  but 
he  means  by  this,  that  other  writers  have  endeavored  to  account  for  this 
phenomenon  in  the  usual  way  of  theory.  It  is  due  to  the  author  of  the 
^  Discoveries '  to  state,  that  it  is  in  her  work  alone  that  experiments 
are  offered. 

^^  The  fixed  tubes  and  spots,  certainly,  as  Dr.  Alexander  observes, 
have  the  appearance  of  being  in  motion,  a  motion  which  only  belongs  to 
the  eye  itself  On  a  careful  examination,  aAer  the  lapse  of  a  year,  he 
will  find  that  the  spots  and  irregular  tubes,  which  he  imagines  are  the 
seriferous  capillaries,  will  appear  in  the  same  place,  and  present  the  same 
appearance.    They  are  nothing  miore  than  flaws  and  cracks,  just  auch 
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M  we  see  on  the  dried  lens  of  aa  ox  when  we  look  at  it  through  a  mag- 
nifier. But  I  shall  say  oothing  further,  presuming  that  you  will  read  the 
work  to  which  I  allude,  and  judge  for  yourself.  Dr.  Alexander  will  be 
amused  when  he  makes  the  experiments;  he  need  not  be  mortified,  how- 
ever, at  his  mistakes,  for  his  theory  was  a  very  ingenious  one,  consider- 
ing that  he  did  not  know  of  the  simple  modes  by  which  he  could  see  these 
tubes  so  plainly." 


Medical  AppointmefUs, — Prof.  Eberle,  of  Cincinnati,  has  been  elected 
to  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  ;  and  Dr.  Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  of 
Ihe  same  city,  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  in 
Transylvania  University.  Thus,  there  is  now  a  complete  reorganization 
of  the  medical  faculty  of  that  energetic  school.  It  is  also  announced 
that  W.  R.  Fisher,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  elected  to  the  profes- 
sorship in  the  University  of  Maryland,  vacated  by  Prof.  Ducatel.  Dr. 
£llis  Hughes,  of  Annapolis,  was  at  the  same  time  chosen  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy.  It  might  be  added,  in  connection  with  these  medical  move- 
ments, that  Dr.  Palmer,  of  the  Woodstock  School,  Vermont,  has  ac- 
cepted the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy  in  the  Berkshire 
Institution,  Whether  this. is  a  temporary  or  permanent  arrangement,  has 
not  been  announced.  The  Board  of  Trustees  would  find  it  for  their  in- 
terest, decidedly,  to  attach  him  permanently  to  the  college.  Dr.  Mus- 
sey's  name  is  published,  as  will  be  perceived,  in  the  prospectus  of  the 
present  lecture  term  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Fair- 
field, N.  Y.,  in  the  departments  of  Surgery  and  Obstetrics.  This  gen- 
tleman will  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  talented  body  composing  the 
faculty. 


Quioek  Joumals, — ^Absurd  as  it  may  seem,  the  charlatans,  all  over  the 
country,  are  publishing  their  knowledge  to  the  world.  They  possess  so 
small  a  stock,  however,  that  the  prospect  of  reducing  the  civilized  parts 
of  it  to  the  ignorant  condition  of  their  readers,  must  be  rather  discourag- 
ing. The  burden  of  complaint  is  the  same  in  them  all,  viz.,  physicians 
who  are  better  educated  than  the  editors  of  these  stupid  productions, 
deserve  extermination.  And  we  verily  believe,  were  it  in  their  power, 
they  would  steam  and  pepper  the  whole  profession  to  death,  as  they  do 
those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  become  their  patients.  It  is  truly 
surprising  that  fools  enough  exist  on  the  continent  to  maintain  one  single 
Tbomsonian  periodical.  At  the  present  rate  of  multiplication,  they  will 
soon  be  at  logerheads  amongst  themselves — for  there  will  be  no  friend- 
ship in  trade,  when  all  deal  in  lobelia.  Notwithstanding  the  continual 
abuse  they  are  dealing  out  to  us,  personally  and  professionally,  <^  please 
to  exchange  "  almost  invariably  comes  written  on  the  margin  of  their 
papers.  How  is  it  that  they  are  so  anxious  to  read  what  they  cannot 
understand — ^the  reports  of  the  most  experienced  physicians  in  New 
England  ?  Persons  wishing  to  examine  specimens  of  Thamsaman  Jaw^ 
naUf  which  are  positive  monstrosities,  may  have,  by  calling,  all  they 
can  find  in  the  ofiSice. 


Ulcer  Poiibice. — ^A  Connecticut  correspondent  gives  the  following  re»- 
cipe  for  a  poultice  of  wood  sorrel,  which  in  country  plaees  csd  he  veiy 
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easily  obtained.  '^  To  excite  the  languid  vessels  of  ill-conditioned  ulcersy 
nothing  can  be  entitled  to  higher  claim,  in  my  estimation, than  the  ozalis 
acetosella.  Bruise  the  leaves  and  apply  in  the  form  of  poultices  for  four 
days,  and  instead  of  sanies  and  ichor,  a  good  purulent  discharge  will  be 
the  result ;  after  which  apply  such  means  as  will  conduce  to  the  growth 
of  healthy  granulations.  N.  S." 


Health  of  Boston, — There  has  rarely  been  a  season  of  more  general 
good  health,  than  the  present.  No  particular  disease  has  prevailed — and 
the  mortality,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  which  is  quite  dense  in  the 
old  parts  of  the  city,  is  considered  small — in  fact,  hardly  what  might  have 
been  expected.  All  this,  in  a  measure,  is  the  good  effect  of  a  vigilant 
heahh  police  regulation,  which  forbids  the  accumulation  of  decaying 
vegetable  matter  in  the  streets,  or  yards  of  private  houses. 


Cholera  in  Naples, — Ten  thousand  persons  are  supposed  to  have  died 
with  this  disease  since  the  13th  of  April.  An  eruption  of  Mount  Vesu- 
vius did  not  act  upon  the  atmosphereto  reduce  the  mortality,  as  had  been 
anticipated.  The  malignancy  of  the  cholera  was  such  as  to  kill  patients 
in  twenty-four  hours. 


Jefferson  Medical  College. — A  prospectus  of  the  ensuing  lecture  term, 
commencing  the  first  Monday  in  November,  together  with  a  catalogue  of 
the  late  graduates,  has  just  come  to  hand.  It  is  a  perfect  mystery  to  us, 
whither  and  how  such  a  phalanx  of  students  are  collected.  That  it  is  an 
energetic  institution,  no  one  will  pretend  to  question.  Each  ticket,  that 
is,  the  fee  to  each  professor,  is  fifteen  dollars.  All  the  hospitals  in  Phila- 
delphia are  open,  alike,  to  the  two  schools.  Every  preparation  seems  to 
have  been  made  to  give  an  elevated  course  of  lectures  the  coming  sea- 
gon.  Dr.  Pattison,  of  the  anatomical  chair,  is  now  in  Europe,  but  is 
expected  home  in  ample  season  to  give  his  personal  attendance  in  bis 
particular  department. 


Dr.  Whiiridge^s  Address. — At  the  late  annual  commencement  of  the 
Medical  College  of  South  Carolina,  this  gentleman,  who  is  president  of 
the  Medical  Society,  delivered  an  address  before  the  candidates  for  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  replete  with  good  sense,  and  every  way 
worthy  of  the  author.  The  publication  purports  to  be  an  abridgement  of 
the  address  in  its  original  form — for  this,  we  are  really  sorry.  In  the 
multitude  of  miserable  pamphlets  showered  upon  the  community,  it  is 
delightful  to  discover  something  that,  like  this  address,  will  bear  reperu- 
sal,  and  we  regret  that  there  is  not  much  more  of  it.     If  possible,  a 

Eretty  large  portion  of  it  will  be  introduced,  hereafter,  into  the  Journal. 
D  the  meantime,  the  gentleman  who  had  the  kindness  to  remember  us, 
is  entitled  to  special  thanks. 


Loi^emty  (f  the  Turtle. — A  common  land  turtle  has  recently  been 
taken  m  Connecticut,  with  the  date  1799  on  its  under  shell,  and  evidence 
exiits  that  there  is  no  mistake  or  deception  in  the  date. 
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Puerperal  Sore  Mouih, — Will  some  of  the  able  writers  for  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  give  us  something  on  the  pathology  and 
best  mode  of  treating  puerperal  sore  mouth.  I.  B. 


Degreee  of  M,D,  at  Yale  College^  1B37.—  Edwin  A.  Anderson,  John 
P.  iUwater,  Nathan  C.  Baldwin,  Artemas  Bell,  Joseph  W.  Clark, 
Samuel  F.  Clark,  Robert  C.  Cone,  Jacob  N.  Keeler,  John  Lou ndsbury, 
Joel  B.  Merriam,  Daniel  Morgan,  Elisha  B.  Nye,  Charles  E.  Parker, 
Edward  Rowland,  Gurdon  W.  Russell,  John  L.  Sullivan,  Thomas  H. 
Totten,  received  the  degree  of  M.D.;  and  the  honorary  degree  of  M.D. 
I  conferred  on  Drs.  James  Rogers  and  Charles  Woodward. 


Scald  Heady  ^c. — In  tinea  capitis  I  almost  consider  creosote  a  specific; 
but  although  1  cured  cancrum  oris  in  a  child,  aged  three  years,  by  its 
use,  other  means  might  have  succeeded  equally  well  ;  at  all  events  its 
indiscriminate  use  on  the  sod  tissues  of  children  is  injudicious,  as  its 
constitutional  action,  even  in  very  minute  doses,  is  extremely  active.  I 
am  inclined  to- expect  good  results  in  cutaneous  cancer  ;  and  from  its  in- 
fluence in  healing  solutions  of  continuity  in  the  skin  and  mucous  mem- 
branes, I  hope  for  decisive  benefit  from  its  employment  in  breaches  in 
the  urethra.  It  may  also  prove  useful  in  chronic  ulcers  of  the  cornea. — 
Dublitt  Jowmal, 


Statistics  of  Wounds  of  the  Heart, — In  54  cases  collected  by  M.  Olivier, 
Ihe  right  venticle  was  the  seat  of  the  wound  in  29,  the  left  venticle  in  12, 
both  ventricles  in  9,  the  right  auricle  in  3,  the  left  in  1.  Out  of  29  cases 
of  penetrating  wounds  of  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  only  two  proved  fatal 
within  48  hours  ;  in  the  others,  at  from  four  to  twenty-eight  days. — Ibid. 


Wide  Streets  not  a  Source  of  Safety  from  Infectious  Diseases. — Berlin 
18  twelve  miles  in  circumference,  though  it  contains  less  than  230,000  in- 
habitants. In  fact,  its  founder  wished  to  possess  a  capital  bearing  the 
same  rank  amongst  capitals  which  he  himself  had  acquired  amongst 
kings.  When  the  city  was  nearly  built,  he  said  exuhingly  to  the  French 
ambassador — '^  Well,  we  are  getting  on  ;  Berlin  is  nearly  as  large  as 
Paris.*'  "Certainly,"  replied  the  ambassador, ." only  we  don't  grow 
corn  in  Paris."  The  river  is  a  dull,  heavy,  slow,  melancholy  stream, 
rather  impairing  the  salubrity  of  the  place.  "  Its  sluggish  course,"  says 
a  late  traveller,  "  is  so  tedious  in  conveying  away  the  pollutions  it  re- 
ceives, that  during  the  heat  of  summer  it  is  seriously  affected  ;  and  it  is 
a  fact  that,  during  the  summer  of  1834,  the  deaths  exceeded  the  births 
by  44,  weekly,  it  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  in  that  summer 
Berlin  was  suffering  severely  from  the  cholera. — Quarterly  Review y  April. 

{j^  The  Report  on  Hernia,  with  the  representations  of  the  instruments,  will 
be  given  in  a  future  number. 

DrsD, — At  Natchez,  ML,  Dr.  J.  A.  Denny,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  success- 
lul  practitioners  of  that  city. 

Whole  Bumber  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  S,  45.    Males.  ]9~Females,  96. 

Consumption,  7— old  age,  d— cholera  inftntum,  3 — diarrhcea,  3— acute  diarrhoea,  1— ovarian  tnnior, 
1— dysentery,  9— cholera  morbus,  9— typhus  fever,  3— scarlet  fever,  4— inflammatory  fever,  l^chronic 
■letntis,  1— Inflammation  of  the  Inngs,!— drowned,  1— teething,  1— paraplegia,  1— measles,  1— hoop- 
ing c«Niiii,  l—orfanie  disease  of  the  heart,  1— stillborn,  9. 
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COLLEGB  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  of  the  Vtrestern  Diitrict-Fairfleld,  Herkimer 
county,  N.  T.— The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesd&y  In  October, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.    The  lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by Jam ks  Hadlbv,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  ...  -       .  Jamks  McNauohton,  M.D. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  T.  RoMsrif  Bscs,  M.D. 

On  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  John  Dslamatsk,  M.D. 
On  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  -  •  _  .  .  Esubsm  D.  Mussbt,  M.D. 

The  advanced  age  and  increasing  infirmities  of  Professor  Wllloughby,  President  of  the  Collegs, 
will  hardly  allow  him  to  lecture  during  the  ensuing  term,  and  the  course  formerly  given  by  him  will 
therefore  be  given  by  Professor  Mussey. 

Price  of  tickets  for  the  whole  course,  $56.  The  professors  are  provided  with  ample  collections  to 
lUustrate  their  lectures,  and  every  facility  is  afforded  for  tiie  practical  acquisition  of  the  profession. 

The  board  is  as  low,  if  not  lower,  :ban  in  any  other  village  in  the  State.    Additional  Information, 
If  needed,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  any  of  the  professors.         JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 
Aug.  16->4t  I 

BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  aUESTlONS. 

Thb  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  Univerrity, 
consists  of  the  following  physicians,  viz. . 

John  C.  Warrsn,  M.D.  Gaokoa  C.  Shatiuck,  M.D.        Gfioaox  Hatwaro,  M.D. 

Rurus  Wtm AN,  M.D.  Jacob  Bioklow,  M.D.  Enoch  Hals,  M.D. 

John  Randall,  M.D.  Waltbr  Channing,  M.D.  John  Wars,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  VVednesdav,  August  3,  1837,  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wsndell  Holmbs,  M.D.  of  Boston,  for  a  die- 
■ertation  on  the  question,  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
It  ?  "  A  similar  premium,  of  the  same  value,  was  at  the  same  time  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes  for  a  dis- 
■ertation  on  the  question,  "  To  what  extent,  and  in  what  places,  has  intermittent  fever  been  indige- 
nous in  New  England  ?  " 

The  following  Prize  auestions  for  the  year  1838  are  before  the  public,  viz. : 

let.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  beat  mode  of  tiMdag 
this  disease?" 

ad.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat,  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation  ?  (frytAsna 


Zrystpetotomm  of  Good.)'' 
DisserUtic 


Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1838. 

The  following  questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1839,  viz. : 

lat.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Rheumatism.'* 

SM.  '«  What  is  Scrofula.'  and  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment  ?  " 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1839. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  fifty 
dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  autnor's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  device 
or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dlsserutions  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  1836,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz. : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

9d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith. 

Boston,  August  3,  1837.  A&— 4t  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  newspapers  and  medical  jonmala  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully  re- 
qaested  to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 

A1EDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thz  subecribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  obsejrvntion  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  £wo  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,2  and  3,  and  in  casts  which  tnll  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
SuScient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  ftirther  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
BotUm,  Augtut  9, 1837.  ,  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D 

JOSEPH  MORIARTT,  M.D.^ 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
mnst  be  addressed, po^t-poid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
Bumbera  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  In  advance,  t3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  graUs. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  paymeni  in  advance,  or 
■atiaftetory  Nforenea.~Poatac6  the  aame  aa  for  a  Newspaper. 
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—  


ON  THE   CURE   OF    VESICaVAGINAL    FISTULA,    AND  LACERATION 
OF    THE    BLADDER   AND    VAGINA. 

BT  PROF.  DIEFFEVBACB,  BERLIN. 

The  observations  whicli  I  have  already  made,  contain  my  pbysiological 
views  on  this  accident.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  examine  a  few  of  the 
methods  of  treatment  hitherto  proposed  for  the  cure  of  vesico-vagi- 
oal  fistulas. 

Jobert,  in  a  memoir  communicated  to  the  "  Gaz.  Med.''  of  Paris,  has 
written  at  some  length  on  the  history  of  the  operation,  but  his  remarks 
are  not  free  from  national  partiality  :  on  the  other  hand,  the  estimation 
made  by  Killian  of  the  different  processes,  is  much  more  complete  and 
impartial. 

1.  Cauterizing  and  burning  the  edges  of  the  fistula,  have  produced 
the  least  beneficial  results  amongst  the  various  methods  which  have 
been  employed.  In  general,  authors  say  it  is  not  applicable  when  the 
loss  of  substance  is  great,  and  should  be  reserved  for  cases  of  small'fis- 
tukMis  openings ;  but,  even  for  the  latter,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  act  in 
a  very  favorable  manner.  According  to  my  experience,  I  would  only 
employ  the  cautery  in  cases  of  fistulas  lying  near  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
and  hence  brought  to  view  with  the  speculum. 

2.  Sutures,  a.  The  suture  and  other  means  of  obtaining  union  with^ 
OQt  refreshing  the  edges  of  the  wound. 

When  the  surrounding  tissues  are  very  firm  :  when  the  fistula  is  not 
larger  in  diameter  than  one's  finger ;  when  the  parietes  of  the  bladder 
cannot  be  separated  from  the  vagina,  without  considerably  dilating  thd 
opening,  I  prefer  the  application  of  the  ligature  to  every  oth^r  method. 

After  having  drawn  forward  the  parts,  the  surgeon  should  pais  a 
curved  needle,  armed  with  a  thick  ligature,  through  the  cellular 
tissue  uniting  the  bladder  and  vagina,  so  as  to  embrace,  circularly,  the 
opening,  a  few  lines  from  the  edges.  If  one  ligature  be  insuflicient  to 
bring  the  edges  of  the  fistula  in  contact,  two  or  three  more  stitches  may 
be  applied.  I  obtained,  by  this  method,  the  most  happy  results  in  the 
case  of  a  Russian  officer,  who  had  lost  a  portion  of  the  urethra,  near  the 
aiiddle  of  the  penis,  from  a  musket  shot. 

6.  The  suture,  after  previous  cauterization,  or  refreshing  the  edges. 

The  simple  suture  is  the  best  operation  in  all  cases  where  the  fisfiilA 
is  sufficiently  low  down  to  be  got  at  with  facility.     When  additional 
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means  are  necessary,  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  whether  we  should  em- 
ploy cauterization  of  the  edges,  or  merely  refresh  them  with  a  cutting 
instrument :  the  former,  however,  may  be  had  recourse  to,  in  cases  of 
vesico-vaginal  fistula,  with  more  advantage  that  in  cases  of  division  of 
the  palate,  when  staphyloraphy  is  performed.  The  greatest  difficulty 
in  the  use  of  the  simple  suture  is,  that,  after  refreshing  the  edges  of  the 
opening,  the  latter  is  apt  to  assume  a  rounded  appearance ;  hence  it  is 
useful  to  touch  the  edges,  before  we  apply  the  suture,  with  a  hot  iron, 
or  a  substance  calculated  to  stimulate  them  powerfully. 

Several  surgeons  recommend  us  to  apply  as  few  sutures  as  possible, 
and  not  to  draw  the  threads  too  tight :  I  follow  an  opposite  practice  ;  it 
b  necessary  to  excite  adhesive  inflammation  along  the  whole  edge  of 
the  wound,  and  that  as  quickly  as  possible,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
noxious  efiects  which  would  be  produced  by  any  infiltration  of  tlie  urine. 

Professor  Lallemand  has  lately  directed  attention  to  an  instrument 
which  be  has  invented  for  the  cure  of  vesico-vaginal  fistulae ;  this  con- 
sists in  an  elastic  silver  catheter,  furnished  at  one  end  with  a  hooked 
forceps,  and  which  is  intended  to  keep  the  edges  of  the  fistula  in  con- 
tact after  they  have  been  cauterized.  The  instrument  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  well  calculated  to  obtain  the  end  proposed  ;  a  sohd  union 
cannot  be  obtained  by  bringing  the  posterior  edge  of  the  opening  in  con- 
tact with  the  anterior  one ;  the  passage  of  urine  is  not  sufficiently  pre* 
vented,  and  the  constant  action  of  the  spiral  spring  which  keeps  the 
forceps  applied,  has  the  disadvantage  of  cutting  through  the  tissues  be- 
fore they  have  time  to  unite.  Roth  Killian  and  Velpeau  agree  with  me 
in  this  opinion. 

3.  Cure  by  the  Taliacotian  method. 

Jobert  succeeded  in  closing  a  large  communication  between  the  blad- 
der and  vagina,  by  transplanting  a  portion  of  tissue  from  the  neighbor- 
ing parts  and  applying  it  over  the  opening.  The  skin  of  one  of  the 
labia  majora,  having  been  closely  shaved,  was  dissected  off,  and  united 
by  sutures  over  the  opening ;  the  operation  succeeded  in  the  happiest 
manner,  but  it  may  be  feared  that  the  reproduction  of  hair  within  the 
cavity  of  the  vagina,  may  produce  several  unpleasant  inconveniences. 
The  operation,  however,  may  be  varied  in  the  following  manner : 

1st.  By  closing  the  opening  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  blad- 
der. Sndly.  By  implanting  a  layer  from  the  neighboring  membranes  of 
the  vagina. 

The  first  of  these  methods  is  only  applicable  when  the  fistula  b 
moderately  large ;  when  a  small  portion  of  the  bladder  projects  through 
it,  and,  perhaps,  is  already  adherent  in  several  points.  Here,  by  fre- 
quently touching  the  edges  with  the  tinctura  canthar.  we  may  endeavor 
to  excite  adhesive  inflammation ;  or,  if  it  be  necessary,  the  vesical  mu- 
cous membrane  may  be  drawn  with  a  hooked  forceps,  a  little  more 
'  through  the  fistula.  Should  adhesion  at  length  take  place  all  round,  the 
superfluous  part  is  to  be  destroyed  with  the  nitrate  ot  silver. 

The  second  method  I  would  propose,  is  to  transplant  a  portion  of  the 
vaginal  membrane  over  the  opening ;  this  is  applicable  to  cases  in  which 
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the  Bstulous  orifices  are  very  large,  where  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  bring  their  edges  together  by  suture,  &c. 

Whenever  the  parietes  of  the  vagina  are  destroyed  in  their  whole 
thickness,  the  operation  is  to  be  performed  in  the  following  manner  :-— 

The  first  difficulty  which  the  surgeon  encounters,  is  produced  by  pro- 
lapsus of  the  bladder,  which  commonly  hangs  down  through  the  vagina ; 
it  must  be  carefully  returned,  and  supported  by  a  piece  of  soft  sponge 
introduced  into  the  orifice  of  the  fistula.  This  done,  one  edge  of  the 
opening  is  to  be  seized  with  a  hooked  forceps  and  drawn  forwards  ;  the- 
action  of  this  instrument  being  aided,  when  necessary,  by  several  others 
of  the  same  kind  ;  the  surgeon  next  perforates,  with  a  fine  scalpel,  the 
posterior  part  of  the  edge  of  the  fistula,  and  pushes  this  instrument, 
with  a  sawing  motion,  through  its  anterior  external  edge ;  an  assistant- 
must  keep  the  strip  of  tissue,  thus  removed,  constantly  on  the  stretch.  * 

To  obtain  a  broad  surface  for  union,  the  vesical  layer  of  the  edge  of 
the  opening  must  be  dissected  away  for  a  few  lines  from  the  vaginal 
layer,  and  when  this  is  accomplished,  the  refreshing  of  the  edges  of  the* 
wound  may  be  completed.  It  now  remains  to  bring  together  the  edges 
of  the  large  opening  which  presents  itself«  For  this  purpose,  I  pass  two 
stixmg  metallic  (lead)  ligatures,  by  means  of  my  instrument  for  split- 
palate,  through  the  vaginal  layer  of  the  fistulous  orifice,  opposite  its 
middle  part,  and  about  an  inch  distant  from  each  other.  The  ends  of 
the  ligatures,  which  hang  out  through  the  vagina,  are  then  twisted  to- 

Stber,  and  in  proportion  as  this  is  done,  the  edges  of  the  wound  are 
reed  to  approximate.     When  the  tension  of  the  vaginal  parietes  has 
been  carried  as  far  as  prudence  will  permit,  the  surge6n  proceeds  to 
form  the  two  lateral  flaps,  which  are  to  close  up  the  rest  of  the  opening. 
Having  previously  emptied  the  rectum,  and  having  introduced  his  left  < 
index  finger  into  that  intestine,  in  order  to  guard  it,  the  surgeon  makes 
an  incision,  commencing  at  the  inferior  and  posterior  part  of   the  lateral 
wall  of  the  vagina,  and  continues  his  incision  forwards  to  the  nympha  ;* 
a  similar  incision  is  then  made  on  the  opposite  side.     The  breadth  of  the  ' 
portion  of  the  vagina  thus  isolated,  should  not  exceed  one  third  of  the 
breadth  of  the  organ  itself:  when  the  incisions  have  been  continued  ' 
sufficiently  deep  and  long,>  the  ligature  may  be  again  twisted,  and  the 
surgeon  will  find  that  he  now  can  bring  the  edges  of  the  wound  still 
closer  to  each  other.     The  loss  of  substance  is,  however,  still  too  great 
to  allow  immediate  closure  of  the  fistula,  a  condition  necessary  for  cure  ; 
the  surgeon  must  therefore  proceed  to  "  dissect  off  the  lateral  flaps  from  • 
the  vagina,"  and,  having  done  this,  completes  his  operation  by  iiniting  • 
the  edges  of  these,  flaps  with  the  common  suture.    The  vagina  must 
DOW  be  washed  out  with  cdd  water,  the  patient  placed  in  bed,  and  a 
larger  catheter  introduced  into  the  bladder. 

Even  should  no  union,  or  only  a  partial  one,  take  place  after  the  op*  ' 
eratiooy  we  obtain  benefit  so  for,  that  the  large  opening  between  the  ' 
bladder  and  vagina  is  converted  into  a  small  ^lit. 

Jobert  ^ys,  **  M.  Velpeau  advises  us  to  close  the  fistulous  orifiee  by 
fbe  poaterior  vrall  of  the  vagina,  which  is  to  be  brought  forwards ;  but 
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before  we  can  judge  of  this  method,  we  must  wait  until  its  author  has 
practised  the  operation." 

Vidal  de  Cassis  has  latterly  put  forward  a  very  peculiar  idea  on  the 
operatioo  for  the  vesico-vaginal  fistula ;  he  proposes  closing  up  the  vagina 
altogether,  and  thus  converting  it  into  a  second  reservoir  for  the  urine. 
In  cases  where  the  whole  parietes  of  a  portion  of  the  vagina  have  been 
deatroved,  and  the  bladder  hang?  down  between  the  thighs,  we  certainly 
abould  be  very  fortunate  if  we  could  retain  the  urine  by  closing  up  the 
vagina ;  the  objection  made  against  it  of  the  danger  of  eiciting  in6em- 
nation,  he.  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina,  is  of  no  value,  for 
experience  proves  that  the  latter  can  bear  the  contact  of  urine  without 
any  inconvenience.  The  method  is,  evidently,  only  applicable  to  very 
large  fistule ;  but  the  idea  is  ingenious,  and  I  am  aoxioua  to  hear  more 
of  the  effects  of  an  operation  which  bears  some  analogy  to  that  of  Fricke 
for  prolapsus  uteri. 

1  cannot  close  these  observations  without  saying  a  few  more  words  on 
iha  operation  which  I  have  found  most  practicable.  The  rectum  must 
previously  be  well  emptied.  The  patient  is  to  be  placed  in  the  posilioa 
commonly  chosen  for  lithotoniy,  and  five  or  six  assistants  are  indispensar 
ble.  A  few  minutes  before  the  operation,  I  inject  some  cold  water  into 
the  bladder,  which,  passing  through  the  fistulous  opening,  has  the  e&ct 
of  cleaning  its  edges  from  blood,  while  the  latter  are  being  refreshed  with 
the  knife,  or  of  indicating  the  exact  situation  of  the  fistula  should  it  be 
small.  Having  introduced  the  valved  speculum,  the  surgeon  seizes  the 
vaginal  mucous  membrane,  near  the  fistulous  orifice,  with  a  hooked  for- 
ceps ;  then  removes  his  speculum,  draws  down  the  parietes  of  the  vagina, 
and  removes  a  strip  of  membrane  with  his  bistoury,  so  as  to  refresh  the 
edges  of  the  fistula. 

When  the  opening  b  large,  the  vaginal  edge  must  be  separated  to  the 
extent  of  a  few  lines  from  the  vesical  edge  of  the  fistulous  orifice,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  broad  surface  for  union :  when  the  fistula  is  very  small, 
this  is  impossible ;  in  such  cases  I  remove  a  funnel«-shaped  portion  of 
tissoe,  the  middle  of  which  corresponds  with  the  fistula,  while  the  ape& 
terminates  in  the  bladder;  this  gives  a  surface  sufficiently  broad  for 
union.  The  wound  is  now  cauterized,  by  employing  the  cylindrical 
speculum  of  Dupuytren,  or  of  Kiuge,  and  the  sutures  are  applied  on  the 
second  or  third  day,  when  the  edges  of  the  wound  present  a  red,  inflamed 
surface.  When  the  parielea  of  the  vagina  are  easily  drawn  down,  I  ap* 
ply  the  interrupted  suture  with  the  fingers,  by  means  of  small,  very  long, 
aiid  curved  needles :  but  when  the  tissues  are  unyielding,  I  am  forced  Co 
employ  needles,  like  those  I  use  for  the  operation  of  split^palate,  and  to 
introduce  them  with  a  handle.  The  enas  of  the  ligatures  are  easily 
tightened  with  the  fineers ;  they  may  either  be  cut  short,  or  left  to  bang 
out  of  the  vagina.  As  soon  as  the  patient  has  been  placed  in  bed,  an 
elastic  catheter  must  be  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  a  short  funnel- 
•haped  tube  into  the  entrance  of  the  vagina ;  every  half  hour  some  cold 
water  must  be  thrown  up  through  both  uibes,  more  with  the  ioCentioo  of 
diluting  the  urine,  and  preventing  its  action  on  the  edges  of  the  wowdy 
than  as  an  antiphlogistic  means. 
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The  speculum  must  not  be  introduced  for  the  first  few  days :  on  the 
fourth,  fifth,  or  sixth  day,  the  sutures  may  be  removed  by  introducing  a 
small  speculum,  and  cutting  them  through  with  a  long  scissors. 

Should  any  of  the  sutures  have  cut  through  the  tissues  without  pro- 
ducing union,  or  if  the  operation  have  failed,  the  edges  of  the  wound 
roust  be  frequently  touched  with  the  tincture  of  cantharides ;  should  the 
latter  means  fail,  as,  indeed,  it  commonly  does,  the  operation  must  hit 
repeated  again  and  again,  as  often  as  the  patience  and  condition  6f  the 
onibrtunate  woman  will  permit. 

When  the  patient  is  young  and  strong,  the  after-treatment  must  b^ 
strictly  antiphlogistic ;  general  and  local  blood-letting  during  the  first  few 
days ;  in  a  word,  I  treat  my  patients,  after  this  operatbn,  as  I  would 
treat  individuals  laboring  under  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  chest  or 
abdomen ;  when  cystitis  sets  in,  I  apply  the  leeches  directly  to  tb0 
mgifia. 

The  nourishment  should  simply  consist  of  some  mucilaginous  drink ; 
the  only  medicine  I  am  in  the  habit  of  giving  is  some  ohum  riciniy  with 
kurel  water.  If  the  patient  be  attacked  with  diarrhcea,  I  administer  the 
decoctum  aUha<tj  or  emidiio  amygdaUna  with  the  above-mentioned 
laurel  water. 

It  would  lead  too  far  were  I  to  enter  into  further  consideratk>os  on  thift 
point :  it  is  enough  to  say  that  the  operation  is  always  a  dangerous  onei 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  injury  which  is  done  to  the  Madder ;  the  suture 
always  producing  more  or  less  inflammation  of  the  edges  of  the  fistulous 
opening,  or  of  the  surrounding  parts. — Lancet. 


ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

[Although  a  variety  of  facts  have  been  given  to  the  medical  publid 
within  the  last  year,  to  convince  the  profession  that  there  is  some  truth 
in  animal  magnetism,  we  have  been  unwilling  to  meddle  with  the  roattet 
of  late,  for  fear  of  being  considered  either  a  dupe,  or  a  tool  in  the  baocfe 
of  designing  knaves.  As  a  very  great  efibrt  has  been  making  to  enlighten 
the  people  of  New  England  on  the  subject,  by  popular  lectures,  tronsla* 
tions  from  the  French,  &c.  we  had  concluded  to  let  those  who  look 
pleasure  in  exercising  their  organs  of  marvellousness,  pro6eed  in  peac6| 
but  to  exclude  from  the  Journal  all  details  in  relation  to  somnambulism 
and  its  kindred  anomalies.  But  the  recent  developments  in  the  city  <d 
Providence  are  so  well  authenticated  by  members  of  our  own  profession^ 
that  we  cannot  withhold  some  notice  of  them  without  doing  a  manifest 
injustice  to  our  patrons,  who  have  a  right  to  expect  a  fair  chronology  of 
all  Invents  occurring  in  the  circle  of  professional  observation.  With  tbeae 
explanatory  remarks,  we  shall  republish,  from  an  Appendix  to  DeleuflB^ 
wst  pabliibed  at  Providence,  the  folbwing  statements  of  Dr.  Webb,  Dr. 
t/iipron,  and  others,  whose  reputations  place  them  entirely  abov^  the 
mmficim  of  a  design  to  impose  upon  the  world.] 
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Proeidence,  Sept.  %  18d7. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request,  expressed  in  a  note,  dated  the 
24th  ult.  1  herewith  furnish  you  a  statement  of  the  case  of  somnannbolism 
which  I  have  under  my  charge,  to  append  as  a  note  to  the  work  you 
have  in  progress. 

Miss  L.  Brackett,  the  subject  of  this  case,  is  a  respectable  and  intelli- 
f^ent  young  lady  from  Dudley,  Mass.  Four  years  since,  when  about 
sixteen  years  of  age,  she  had  the  misfortune  to  have  an  iron  weight, 
weighing  two  or  three  pounds,  fall  from  a  height  upon  the  top  of  her 
bead.  The  injury  which  she  sustained  was  so  considerable  as  to  deprive 
ber  of  her  reason  for  a  number  of  months,  during  which  time  she  was 
subject  to  the  most  violent  spasms,  and  other  serious  derangements  of 
ber  nervous  system.  From  the  immediate  effects  of  this  injury  she 
gradually  recovered,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  her  general  health  was 
partially  restored.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  improvement  in  her 
general'  health,  an  affection  of  her  eyes,  which  commenced  immediately 
after  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  and  which  threatened  total  blindness,  was 
daily  growing  worse.  Ttie  disease  with  which  her  eyes  were  affected, 
is  called  amaurosis;  it  is  an  affection  of  the  optic  nerves,  often  of  a  para- 
lytic character.  As  is  usual  in  cases  of  amaurosis,  the  loss  of  sight  was 
very  gradual ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  two  and  a  half  years,  that  it 
was  entirely  destroyed.  Simultaneously  with  the  loss  of  sight,  she  sus- 
tained a  loss  of  voice,  which  was  so  complete,  that  for  fifteen  months  she 
was  unable  to  utter  a  single  guttural  sound,  and  could  only  whisper  in 
almost  inaudible  tones. 

This  was  her  state  in  respect  to  her  eyes  and  vocal  organs,  when  I 
first  saw  her  about  the  middle  of  May  last.  And  her  general  health, 
though  somewhat  improved,  was  still  far  from  being  good. 

Considering  her  case  as  a  hopeless  one,  arrangements  had  been  made 
by  her  friends  to  send  her  to  the  Asylum  for  the  Blind  in  Boston,  in 
hopes  of  ber  being  able,  after  finishing  her  education,  to  obtain  a  liveli- 
hood as  a  teacher  in  that  or  some  other  similar  instruction.  When  on 
ber  way  to  Boston,  she  stopped  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  visit  of  a 
few  days,  with  some  friends  which  she  had  residing  in  this  city.  Being 
in  attendance  at  the  time,  in  the  family  of  one  of  her  friends,  I  was  re«» 
atiestad  to  see  her  and  examine  her  case,  rather  as  a  matter  of  euriosity, 
tbail  from  a  hope  that  I  should  be  able  to  prescribe  a  remedy  for  her 
deplorable  malady.  In  the  course  of  conversation  with  her,  I  found  that 
all  the  usual  means  in  such  cases  had  been  perseveringly  employed  by 
fhe  most  skilful  physicians,  without  material  benefit. 

There  being  at  this  time  a  considerable  excitement  upon  the  subject 
of  animal  magnetism,  and  being  myself  engaged  in  investigating  it  with  a 
view  to  its  remedial  effects,  and  having  become  fully  convinced  of  its 
sahitary  mfluence  upon  some  diseases,  especially  those  of  a  paralytic 
character,  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  beneficiallv  practised  in  this 
c^se,  upon  the  supposition  that  her  complaints  were  dependent  upon  a 
paralysis  of  the  nerves  supplying  the  affected  organs ;  and  I  accordmgly, 
as  a  dernier  resort,  proposed  a  trial  of  it.  The  following  day,  having 
consulted  her  friends  and  obtained  their  consent,  she  desired  me  to  make 
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an  experiment.  Tlie  first  sitting  occupied  about  forty  minutes  before 
she  was  thrown  into  a  profound  magnetic  sleep.  On  this  occasion,  she 
manifested  many  of  the  usual  phenomena  of  that  state.  She  walked 
about  the  house,  drank  her  tea,  &c.  with  as  much  ease  and  confidence 
as  she  could  have  done,  had  she  been  in  the  fuil  possession  of  her  sight, 
and  in  a  waking  state. 

From  the  time  of  the  first  experiment  to  the  present  dale,  being  three 
and  a  half  months,  she  has  been  magnetized  daily,  sometimes  twice  daily, 
with  the  exception  of  thirteen  days  at  one  time,  and  three  or  four  at 
aoolher.  The  number  of  times  she  has  been  magnetized,  therefore,  con- 
siderably exceeds  one  hundred. 

The  magnetic  phenomena,  though  very  astonishing  at  first,  became 
more  and  more  so  from  day  to  day.  Whether  it  were  in  consequence  of 
tbe  magnetic  state  becoming  more  and  more  perfect  the  more  she  was 
magnetized,  or  whether  by  becoming  better  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
we  learn  to  elicit  those  phenomena  with  the  better  success^  it  is  diflicuk 
to  determine  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  it  is  owing  to  a  combination  of  both 
these  causes. 

The  somnambulic,  or  perhaps  more  properly  the  magnetic  phenomena, 
have  been  of  several  different  kinds,  and  each  kind  manifested  in  several 
diflfereut  ways.  The  first  and  most  obvious  of  these  phenomena,  is  what 
the  French  term  clairvoyance ;  clear-sightedness,  mental  vision,  or  vision 
without  the  use  of  the  visual  organs.  This  wonderful  power  is  manifest- 
ed, first,  in  her  being  able  to  see  any  object  that  is  presented  to  her, 
when  in  the  magnetic  sleep,  though  totally  blind  yvhen  awake.  Experi- 
ments have  been  varied  and  multiplied  almost  indefinitely,  to  prove  the 
existence  of  this  power,  and  with  entire  success,  as  you  have  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  to  witness.  Objects  when  examined  by  her  are 
never  held  in  a  direction  to  be  seen  with  the  eyes,  but  are  laid  down 
upon  the  top  of  the  back  part  of  the  head,  or  are  held  a  little  upon  one 
side  of  the  back  of  the  head,  from  which  points  she  has  generally  seen, 
though  the  seat  of  vision  has  varied  at  different  times.  She  has  been 
able,  though  with  more  exertion,  to  see  objects  that  were  enclosed  in 
boxes,  trunks,  and  watch  cases ;  to  read  letters  that  were  folded,  &c. 

Secondly,  this  power  is  manifested  in  the  ability  to  see  objects  not 
present — ^in  a  distant  city^  for  instance.  In  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
another  seems  to  be  necessary  ;  that  of  locomotion,  as  it  has  been  called, 
or  of  transporting  herself  from  one  place  to  another.  This  she  says  she 
does  through  the  air. 

Another  description  of  phenomena,  which  may  be  called  those  of 
intelligence,  is  manifested  in  the  somnambulist^s  understanding  the  will 
of  the  magnetizer,  or  of  the  person  with  whom  she  may  be  in  communi- 
cation. To  test  this  power,  I  have  made  a  great  number  of  experiments, 
which  hav«  been  almost  uniformly  successful.  She  can,  for  instance,  be 
willed  to  have  in  her  hand  various  kinds  of  fruits,  cakes,  wines,  animals, 
birdsi,  &c.  ^  or  any  other  things  may  be  changed  from  one  to  another  at 
the  win  of  the  magnetizer.  ♦  ♦  •  •  • 

Id  conclusion,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  say,  from  my 
OWB  observations,  that  however  mteresting  animal  magnetism  may  be 
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lyben  considered  in  relation  to  science,  however  interesting  as  matter  of 
curiosity  and  wonder,  or  however  interesting  ii  may  be  as  a  means  of 
discovering  the  condition  of  our  absent  friends,  or  the  machinations  of 
our  enemies,  it  is  still  more  interesting  as  the  means  of  mitigating  the 
sufferings  incident  to  human  nature.  It  will  be  recollected  1  have  stated 
that  when  Miss  Brackett  came  to  this  city  about  the  middle  of  May  last, 
her  general  health  was  far  from  being  good ;  she  was  totally  blind,  and 
unable  to  speak  excepting  in  the  lowest  whisper.  Her  condition  is  ma- 
terially different  at  this  time.  Her  health  is  good,  her  vision  is  partially 
restoredi  and  she  speaks  in  her  natural  tone  of  voice. 

With  much  respect,  Yours,  &c.  G.  Capbon. 

Mr.  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn. 

Providence^  Sept.  1,  1837. 

Dear  Sir — My  time  has  been  so  much  occupied  of  late,  as  to  have 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me,  until  the  present  moment,  to  reply  to  your 
note  of  the  25th  ult.  and  even  now  I  am  so  circumstanced  as  to  be 
unable  to  do  more  than  write  a  very  brief  reply. 

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Daniel  Greene,  of  Pawtucket,  who,  as  you 
probably  well  know,  is  the  most  powerful,  as  he  has  been  the  most  ex- 
tensive magnetizer  in  this  country,  I  inouired  if  he  were  able  to  magne- 
tize and  thereby  obtain  control  over  a  single  limb,  whilst  the  rest  of  the 
body  remained  in  a  natural  state.  He  said  that  he  had  done  it,  in  the 
case  of  Miss  J.  with  whom  you  are  acquainted,  and  would  attempt  it  on 
another  patient  that  we  were  going  to  see  that  afternoon,  if  reminded  of  it. 

The  individual  alluded  to  had  never  been  magnetized  but  three  times, 
and  did  not  present  a  very  striking  exemplification  of  the  usual  magnetic 
phenomena.  After  trying  various  experiments  that  consumed  several 
hours,  we  left  the  house,  having  forgotten  the  subject  matter  of  my  inter- 
rogation. But  upon  recollecting  it,  we  returned,  and  the  patient  reseated 
herself  upon  being  requested  so  to  do,  without  any  reason  being  given 
her  for  making  the  request. 

Mr.  Greene  then  went  through  the  usual  manipulations  some  dozen  or 
twenty  times,  confining  them  to  the  space  reaching  from  the  top  of  the 
left  shoulder,  to  the  extremities  of  the  fingers,  on  the  same  side.  He 
afterwards  requested  her  to  raise  the  left  hand  to  the  head.  She  said  she 
could  not.  There  was  evidently  a  powerful  effort  made  to  do  this,  as 
was  shown  by  the  working  of  the  muscles  inserted  into  the  upper  portion 
of  the  shoulder ;  but  the  limb  remained  powerless  and  motionless,  not 
obeying  the  dictates  of  the  owner's  will.  She  was  asked  to  raise  her 
right  arm  to  the  head,  which  was  done  promptly  and  with  perfect  ease 
and  freedom.  Again  she  was  directed  to  stretch  out  the  left  hand,  but 
unavailingly.  It  was  completely  paralyzed ;  devoid  of  motion  and  of 
sensation.  I  gave  it  a  severe  pinch,  nipping  with  the  thumb  and  finger^ 
as  hard  as  I  deemed  it  prudent  to,  leaving  deep  impressions  with  my 
nails.  Upon  inquiring  if  it  did  not  hurt  her,  she,  with  an  incredulous 
smile,  observed  that  I  had  not  done  anything  to  her.  I  then,  without 
saying  anything,  pinched,  in  the  same  manner,  though  less  severely,  the 
other  hand,  when  she  drew  back  from  me  with  a  sudden  start  and  corn- 
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plained  that  I  hurt  her.  The  arm>  to  one  lifting  it,  was  a  perfect  dead 
weight.  I  poised  it  on  my  Gngers..  and  Mr.  6.  restored  it ;  and  there 
was  a  very  marked  difference  in  it  and  about  it,  as  it  passed  from  the 
magnetic  to  the  natural  state. 

To  a  person  not  acquainted  with  the  magnetizer,  magnetizee,  and  the 
gentlemen  present,  there  will  of  course  appear  nothing  conclusive  upon 
the  subject  of  magnetism,  in  what  is  here  detailed ;  but  to  those  of  us 
who  had  previously  examined  other  patients,  and  satisGed  ourselves  of 
the  existence  of  a  power  by  means  of  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  one 
individual  may  obtain  mental  mastery  over  another,  the  experiment  was 
satisfactory. 

Should  a  suitable  opportunity  hereafter  present,  I  may  furnish  you 
with  a  statement  of  some  singular  cases  which  I  have  witnessed.  In  the 
meantime  I  remain,  Yours,  &c.  Thomas  H.  Webb. 

Mr.  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn. 


ANOMALOUS  CASE   OF   EMPYEMA. 

To  the  EdUor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  the  following  is  worth  a  place  in  your  Journal,  it  is  at  your 
disposal. 

June  19th,  I  was  called  to  Mr.  C.  a  young  man  aged  22  years,  a  fish- 
erman, of  healthy  constitution  and  muscular  fvame.  He  had  been  suf- 
fering severe  pain  for  three  days,  on  board  of  a  vessel,  when  I  first  saw 
blm.  He  was  laboring  under  acute  inflammation  of  the  pleura,  with 
the  absence  of  cough.  I  bled  him  from  both  arms  to  almost  entire  relief, 
and,  applying  a  large  blister  and  ordering  a  cathartic,  left  him. 

20th. — Is  entirely  free  from  pain  ;  blister  has  drawn  well,  and  the 
cathartic  has  operated  satisiactortly. 

21st. — Pulse  are  natural ;  ordered  a  laxative.  24th.  dismissed  bica 
cured. 

July  3d.— Was  called  to  see  him  again.  He  had  been  about  his 
business  since  I  saw  him  last.  To-day  has  but  little  appetite,  and  feels. 
an  uneasiness  in  the  right  side. 

By  examination  I  find  there  is  considerable  fluid  in  the  chest,  and  di* 
mlnished  action  of  the  right  lung.  By  quick  lateral  motion,  the  fluid 
can  be  beard  across  the  room.  There  is  no  one  within  a  great  distance 
with  whom  I  can  consult,  and  I  accordingly  use  the  roost  efficient  meanS|. 
as  recommended  by  able  writers.  He  continues  to  have  bo  cough  or 
nausea,  but  the  pulse  ranges  from  120  to  150. 

8th. — Not  having  seen  him  since  the  6ih,  I  find  the  increase  of  mat- 
ter great,  and  the  actioi^  of  right  lung  has  ceased.  I  decide  at  once  upon 
tbe  operation  for  Empyema. 

The  patient  being  seated,  I  made  an  opening  between  the  4th  and  5tb 
false  ribs  of  the  right  side,  and  very  little  blood,  but  over  one  galbn  o£ 
fluid,  peculiar  in  appearance,  and  inodorous,  was  discharged.  Some  of 
it  r^seqabi^d  ^MH  milk  mixed  with  water.    About  half  a  gallon:  was  dia- 
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charged  each  day  for  the  four  succeeding  days,  and  the  quantity  then 
began  to  diminish.  After  the  operation,  1  found  the  right  lung  was 
either  destroyed  by  ulceration,  or  bad  adhered  so  far  as  to  prevent  the 
ingress  of  air. 

15th. — Appetite  has  been  as  good  as  I  could  i;vish  from  the  5th,  and 
no  nausea  has  ever  been  present.  Yesterday,  he  having  eaten  some 
whortleberries,  the  discharge  from  the  side  this  morning  contained  some 
of  them.  I  could  hardly  believe  my  own  eyes,  until  careful  examina- 
tion removed  all  doubts ;  for  the  bowels  had  ever  been  in  such  a  state 
as  I  desired. 

16th. — Yesterday  some  of  his  friends  gave  an  orange  to  him  ;  and 
this  morning  some  of  the  seeds  were  discharged  through  his  side.  I  was 
now  satisBed  that  adhesions  of  the  diaphragm  and  stomach  had  taken 
place,  and  ulceration  of  both  had  followed. 

Twenty-three  days  from  the  operation  he  died,  and  I  was  denied  the 
privilege  of  a  post-mortem  examination.  It  is  astonishing  that  reasona- 
ble people  will  not  give  us  a  privilege  to  examine  all  cases  of  deep 
interest. 

This  case  presents  the  following  queries : — Why  was  not  the  matter 
discharged  by  the  bowels,  as  they  were  regular  from  6rst'  to  last  ?  Did 
the  stomach  adhere  by  the  first  pleuritic  attack  ?  Why  was  there  no 
nausea?  Why  did  he  never  have  any  pain,  after  I  first  bled  him, 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  sickness  ?  for  he  always  declared  be 
felt  none.  N.  J.  Knight,  .M.D. 

Truro,  Aug.  ISthy  1837. 


OPIUM  IN   RHEUMATISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  noticed  several  communications  in  the  sixteenth  volume  of 
your  Journal,  and  one  in  the  present  volume,  upon  'Marge  doses  of 
Opium"  in  Rheumatismus.  The  authors  of  those  communications  appear 
to  speak  in  a  manner,  or  rather  to  convey  the  idea,  that  the  practice  is 
original  with  them.  However  this  may  be,  this  much  I  know,  that  Dr. 
Tully,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  at  the  Vermont 
Academy  of  Medicine,  at  Castleton,  in  his  lectures  has  always  inculcated 
this  method  of  treatment.  Whoever  it  may  be  original  with,  is,  how- 
ever, of  very  little  consequence,  since  it  has  generally  been  the  courae 
of  practice  adopted  by  the  physicians  in  this  region.  I  would  not  state 
that  all  pursue  this,  or  a  similar  course,  for  I  do  know  of  one,  certainly, 
and  perhaps  there  may  be  a  few  others,  that  reprobate  such  a  practice ; 
but  they  are  individuals  so  strongly  fettered  by  the  ancient  method  of 
treating  rheumatism,  that  they  pretend  to  know  of  none  better,  and  of 
course  will  not  adopt  any  other.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  giving;  doses  suf- 
ficient "  to  meet  the  disease,"  and  can  say,  from  my  own  experience, 
that  there  is  not  another  course  of  medication  better  adapted  to  this  dis- 
ease.   My  experience,  however,  is  not  great.    I  have  beeojn  practice 
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about  five  years,  and  during  this  time  have  naet  with  several  cases  of 
both  acute  and  chronic  rheumatism,  and  have  always  been  successrul— - 
an  immediate  abatement  of  the  symptoms  has  followed  in  every  case. 
[  sometimes  use  gum  guaiac.  in  combination  with  it,  sometimes  colchi- 
cum  and  tinct.  act.  racemosa,  and  occasionally  give  small  doses  of  calo- 
mel or  pi.  hyd.,  but  not  often.  I  have  invariably  made  use  of  ext.  app. 
of  liniments,  as  lini.  volatile  et  tereb.,  or  lini.  volatile  et  ol.  origani,  or 
lin.  volatile  ot  tinct  opii,  according  to  circumstances ;  venesection,  rarely, 
if  ever.  Tinct.  aciaea  I  find  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  chronic 
variety.  I  commence  with  about  30  drops  of  the  sat.  tinct.  and  iDcrease 
the  quantity  at  each  dose  by  5  or  10  drops,  until  relief  is  obtained,  which 
is  pretty  generally  immediate. 

You  have  often  promised  us  information  from  Dr.  Tully,  and  some 
others,  but  as  yet  they  are  silent.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  Dr.  T. 
upon  the  subject  of  Arthritis  Rheumatismus.  Will  you  not  call  on  him 
for  information  upon  this  disease,  with  his  course  of  treatment  for  this 
variety  ?  Respectfully,  in  haste,  T.  Glysson,  M.D. 

Newport,  Vt.,  Aug.  31,  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     SEPTEMBER    13,     1837. 


LOUISVILLE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 

From  the  Louisville  (Ky.)  Journal,  of  August  25th,  we  copy  the  follow- 
ing observations  upon  the  individual  qualifications  of  the  faculty  of  this 
new  medical  school. 

"  The  Managers  of  the  Louisville  Medical  Institute  have  at  length 
completed  the  organization  of  the  Faculty.  Very  wisely  resolving  to  fill 
the  several  chairs  with  the  best  talents  of  the  country,  the  Board  have 
taken  time  to  look  around,  and  are  now  able  to  present  to  the  public  a 
list  of  names  which  guatantee  the  most  eminent  success  of  the  school. 
The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  Faculty — Drs.  Caldwell,  Cooke^ 
Cobh,  Flint,  Yandell,  Miller,  and  Locke. 

^*Dr,  Caldwell  occupies  the  chair  of  the  InstiliUes  of  Medicvie  and 
Clirdcal  Practice,  which  he  long  filled  with  such  distinguished  ability  in 
Transylvania.  Of  this  eminent  scholar,  writer,  and  teacher,  it  would  be 
a  work  of  supererogation  to  do  more  than  announce  his  name.  That  is  a 
tower  of  strength,  of  which  any  institution  might  be  proud.  He  brings  to 
the  enterprise  the  experience  of  more  than  thirty  years  devoted  to  medi- 
cal teaching,  and  the  unabated  ardor  and  energy  of  a  younsr  man. 

"  Dr.  Cookb,  Professor  of  the  Tkeory  and  Practice  of  Pkyeic,  is  also 
too  well  known  to  require  a  lengthened  notice.  He  is  among  the  most 
gifted,  learned,  and  able  physicians  in  our  country.  He  early  distin* 
guished  himself  as  a  writer)  and  a  bold,  successful  practitioner,  and  for 
many  years  past  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  main  pillars  in  the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


J 


96  LauitviUe  Medical  hstituie. 

Transylvaaia  School  of  Medicine*    His  learning  and  ample  ezperiente 

render  him  a  most  important  acquisition  to  the  Institute. 

'^  Dr.  Cobb,  late  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  in  which  he  has  been 
a  Professor  for  thirteen  years  of  its  eventful  history — alone  retained  in 
every  change  and  re-organization  through  which  its  Faculty  has  passed — 
respected  and  beloved  by  all,  even  in  the  ranks  adverse  to  the  school — a 
Professor,  also,  in  at  least  one  Eastern  Medical  School,  and  confessedly 
one  of  the  most  popular  teachers  in  our  country — is  in  the  chair  of 
Anatomy.  Dr.  Cobb  possesses  every  quality  desirable  in  a  teacher-*-a 
minute  and  practical  knowledge  of  his  subject — skill  and  industry  in  h» 
profession — a  clear,  impressive,  and  brilliant  style  of  delivery — and  ao 
enthusiasm  for  his  favorite  science,  which  is  a  sure  earnest  of  his  attain- 
ing to  yet  greater  eminence  and  usefulness.  Aa  a  lecturer,  scieatifie 
men  travelling  in  Europe  pronounce  him  equal  to  Faraday,  one  of  the 
roost  gifted  men  of  the  age. 

'^  Dr.  Yandbll,  the  late  distinguished  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
Transylvania  Medical  College,  has  been  transferred  to  the  chair  of  JIfo- 
teria  Medica  in  the  Louisville  Institute.  His  fame  as  a  popular  and  suc- 
cessful teacher  is  already  established  throughout  the  country  upon  a  basis 
too  firm  to  be  shaken.  A  few  years  since,  he  was  elevated  to  the 
Chemical  chair  of  the  Medical  College  at  Lexington,  and  from  a  very 
low  condition  raised  that  chair  to  its  proper  standard  in  the  estimatioD  of 
the  classes.  His  rooms  were  filled  with  students,  who,  imbibing  from 
the  Professor  a  portion  of  his  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  became  devoted  to 
the  science.  His  cultivation  of  mind,  devotion  to  medical  philosophy,  ao 
ardent  and  zealous  desire  to  extend  the  benefits  of  science,  are  sure 
guarantees,  that,  in  the  new  field  presented  to  him,  he  will  prove  an  able 
and  successful  teacher.  What  his  abilities  have  already  enabled  him  to 
accomplish,  is  but  an  earnest  of  the  future. 

'^  Dr.  Flint,  ProfeiBor  of  Surgery,  brings  with  him  a  high  reputation 
from  Boston,  in  which  city  he  has  been  distinguished.  To  his  profes- 
sional skill,  he  adds  the  graces  of  a  finished  educafion,  the  ready  and 
elegant  use  of  his  pen,  and  a  polished  elocution — qualities  not  always 
found  in  the  practical  surgeon. 

^'  Dr.  Miller,  Professor  of  OhateiricB  and  the  Diseases  of  VTonten  and 
Ckildren,  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and  popular  physicians  of  our  city. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  graduates  of  Transylvania,  and  while  a  pupil 
gave  promise  of  the  powers,  with  which  he  has  since  shown  himself  to  be 
liberally  endowed.  He  was  first  selected  from  among  all  the  gifled 
young  physicians  of  the  West  as  the  one  most  eminently  qualified  to  be- 
come Adjunct  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Transylvania  school.  Df. 
Miller  is  a  man  of  vigorous  mind,  extensive  professional  attainments,  a 
ready  and  forcible  writer,  and  no  doubt  will  soon  become  a  popular 
teacher. 

"  Dr.  Locke,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  is  also  of  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio.  He  is  justly  ranked  among  the  first  of  American  Chemists,  as 
well  for  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  science,  as  his  dexterity  in  manipa- 
lation  and  in  the  improvement  of  its  apparatus. 

^'  Such  is  the  Faculty  to  which  the  Board  have  entrusted  the  manage* 
ment  of  our  infant  Institution,  and  we  think  the  most  sceptieal  must  now^ 
banish  all  misgivings  as  to  its  speedy  and  complete  succeas.  We  repeat, 
what  we  have  oflen  had  cause  to  asBert,  that  LoaisviUe  is  the  point 
towards  which  the  eyes  of  medical  men  throughout  the  Valley  of  the 
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Miisisflippi  are  turned,  as  the  site  for  the  Grbat  Mei>i€al  School  hr 
THE  West,  it  is  the  point  which  concentrates  the  greatest  aiunber  of 
adyantBges--the  roost  accessible — growing  to  be  the  largest — abounding 
IB  all  the  faciKtjes  for  teaching  fraciical  vfudAcine  in  all  its  departmenlw 
and  modes — with  means  of  subsistence  as  cheap  as  any  of  its  sister 
Gitie»— -and,  finally,  with  a  spirit  of  liberal  enterprise  in  which  the  Medi- 
cal School  has  been  more  munificently  endowed  than  any  similar  institu- 
tion throughout  our  history  as  a  nation." 


Fitikt  Medical  Prize  QuesKofw.— The  following  are  the  questions  pro- . 
posed  to  the  members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  by  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Fiske  Fund,  the  dissertations  to  be  forwarded  on  or  before 
the  first  of  May  next.     The  premium  is  ffty  dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of 
that  value. 

Question  1st. — "  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  that  disorder,  rnei-^ 
dent  to  puerperal  women,  characterized  by  inflammation,  and  utceraiioa 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  anorexia,  emaciation, 
and  diarrhoea,  and  which  frequently  terminates  fatally  ;  and  what  is  the 
best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?" 

Question  2nd.—"  What  are  the  causes,  nature  and  best  mode  of  treat- 
ment of  Scarlatina  JSnginosa  ?" 

We  have  received  the  manuscript  of  Dr.  King's  essay  on  cholera 
infantum,  which  obtained  the  premium  for  the  present  year,  and  shall 
commence  its  publication  in  the  Journal  very  shortly. 

Diseases  of  China. — The  latitude  of  China  being  without  the  tropics,  it  is 
fully  as  salubrious,  and  by  no  means  so  changeable,  says  a  resident  mis- 
sionary, as  England.  At  Canton,  the  summers  are  hot  and  oppressive, 
but  the  winters  are  cool  and  refreshing.  In  the  north  of  China,  even  in 
the  heat  of  summer,  no  inconvenience  is  experienced,  and  the  thermome- 
ter in  winter  is  frequently  below  zero.  No  particular  diseases  are  indi- 
genous to  the  Celestial  Empire,  and  a  resident  on  its  shores  has  nothing 
to  dread  beyond  the  common  ills  of  life,  while  many  repair  thither  for  the 
benefit  of  health.  The  Malayan  Archipelago,  though  situated  between 
the  tropics  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  line,  is  yet,  on  account  of  its  insular 
situation  and  the  daily  land  and  sea  breezes,  comparatively  cool.  Even 
Batavia,  denominated  the  grave  of  Europeans,  is  decidedly  more  healthy 
than  any  of  the  Indian  Presidencies. 


DesA  m  the  Candle  I — Some  ^^new  composition  candles,"  which  hate 
lately  been  much  used  in  London,  have  been  found  to  contain  areeftie. 
In  consequence  of  a  garlic  odor  being  noticed  immediately  after  they 
were  extinguished,  several  were  procured  from  different  venders  by  Dr. 
Everitt,  and  the  condensed  smoke  given  out  during  their  burning  waa^ 
eeliected  and  analyzed,  and  in  every  instance  this  metal  was  detected. 
The  quantity  contained  in  each  candle  was  estimated  to  be  four  grains.. 
Il  was  probably  used  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  candles  a  better  apr 

Karance,  and  preventing  the  melted  fat  from  crystallizing  aa  il  ooolsi< 
le  eff*ects,  in  a  crowded  room,  with  a  dozen  of  these  candles  burnhip^^' 
wottld  probably  be  serious>  and  similar  to  those  produced  by  arsenic  in- 
the  alouaoh. 
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Seeale  Comutum  in  Hemorrhages, — Several  cases  are  related  in  a  Ia(e 
German  journal,  in  which  Che  ergot  of  rye  was  employed  successfully  io 
arresting  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  the  stomach  and  uterus.  The 
author  states  that  two  thirds  of  the  patients  who  were  treated  with  it, 
were  quickly  restored  to  health.  If  given,  he  says,  below  /ive-graia 
doses,  the  ergot  produces  little  or  no  effect ;  and  if  the  doses  are  carried 
above  eight  grains,  it  soon  gives  rise  to  more  or  less  narcotism.  He  also 
states,  in  contradiction  to  the  experience  of  a  writer  in  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal  a  few  years  since,  that  the  powder,  which  he 
considers  more  efficacious  than  the  decoction,  loses  a  great  share  of  its 
efficacy  afler  being  kept  more  than  twelve  months. 


Jicarus  Scabiei. — Next  week  we  shall  insert  in  the  Journal  a  novel 
article  by  Dr.  Charles  Gordon,  of  this  city,  on  the  itch  insect,  which  he 
has  recently  examined,  and  which  he  can  very  satisfactorily  exhibit  to 
any  gentleman  who  wishes  to  gratify  his  curiosity  in  actually  seeing  the 
true  cause  of  the  disease,  vulgarly  denominated  itch,  and  who  will  call  at 
the  Skin  Infirmary,  No.  4  Winter  Street. 


Deleuze^s  Practical  Instrttction  in  Animal  Magnetism,  is  a  very  exciting 
little  work,  translated  by  Thomas  C.  Hartshorn,  of  Providence.  A  page 
will  hereafter  be  devoted  to  a  further  notice.  In  the  mean  time,  being 
on  sale^  we  recommend  it  to  the  candid  perusal  of  the  profession. 


Recovery  from  Hydrophobia. — On  Tuesday,  the  5th  curt.,  a  bheestee 
(water-carrier),  who  had  been  bitten  three  weeks  before  in  the  leg  by  a 
mad  dog,  was  carried  to  the  native  hospital,  Ceylon,  about  three  oxlock 
in  the  adernoon,  with  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  strongly  upon  him. 
He  was  immediately  bled  to  the  extent  of  forty  ounces.  The  symptoms 
of  the  disease  yielded  in  succession  as  the  blood  flowed  ;  and  before  the 
vein  was  closed  he  stretched  out  his  hand  for  a  cup  of  water,  and  calmly 
drank  it  off^  though  the  mere  approach  of  water  but  a  few  minutes  before 
had  thrown  him  into  convulsions.  After  the  bleeding  he  lay  down  on  a 
cot,  fell  asleep,  and  continued  so  for  nearly  two  hours.  When  he  awoke 
the  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  threatening  to  return  ;  another  vein 
was  then  opened,  and  eight  ounces  more  of  blood  were  taken  away, 
which  so  completely  subdued  the  disease  that  he  has  not  had  a  symptom 
of  it  since. 


Iodine  in  Mercurial  Salivation. — Salivation  had  been  produced  in  two 
children,  during  their  convalescence,  by  mercury  which  had  been  adimn- 
istered  on  account  of  inflammation  of  the  brain.  To  remedy  the  saliva- : 
tion,  iodine  was  employed ;  and,  after  its  first  two  doses,  the  peculiar 
smell  of  the  mouth  disappeared,  the  flow  of  sailva  diminished,  the  pains 
became  alleviated,  and  the  aspect  of  the  ulcers  in  the  mouth  was  improved. 
The  children  were  five  and  seven  years  of  age.  The  iodine  was  discon- 
tinued before  any  of  its  peculiar  symptoms  were  produced.  M.  Klose 
thinks  iodine  of  value  in  such  cases  ;  and,  as  the  remedies  with  which  we 
are  at  present  acquainted  appear  to  possess  but  little  influence  over  mer- . 
eorial  salivation,  when  it  is  once  established,  a  new  remedy  which  pfoin- 
~~i  fairly  is  worthy  of  all  acceptation. — Medicinieche  T^eHuaag. . 
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Miiceliamf. — At  a  meeting  of  the  faculty,  held  on  the  let  inst.,  Dr. 
Dunbar  was  unanimously  elected  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Washing- 
ton Medical  College,  of  Baltimore,  in  place  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Mettauer,  who 
had  resigned. — In  the  University  of  Virginia,  the  lectures  will  commence 
on  the  sixth  of  November.  The  faculty  remain  as  they  were  the  last 
season. — The  accounts  of  cholera  from  Sicily  and  Naples  are  frightful. 
Trade  and  commerce  were  prostrated,  though  our  advices  by  the  last  arri- 
val state  that  the  violence  of  the  disease  was  abating  a  little.  Five  hun- 
dred persons  had  died  in  a  day  at  Palermo.  It  is  believed  that  the  mor- 
tality in  that  city,  by  cholera,  had  been  19,000  from  the  15th  of  June  to 
the  15th  of  July.-^ohn  F.  May,  M.D.,  has  been  appointed  to  the  pro- 
fessorship of  Surgery  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Maryland. — Dr.  Hale,  of  Washington,  operated,  a  few  days  since,  on 
the  knee  joint  of  a  young  Isdy  of  Alexandria — tdking  off  an  enormous 
wen,  which  weighed  seven  pounds.  The  worst  of  the  Whole  was,  the 
operation  lasted  ttoo  hours. — Drs.  Harvey,  Cuyler,  and  Heiskell,  were  at 
Louisville  a  short  time  since,  in  the  capacity  of  commissioners  for  select- 
ing and  locating  a  national  marine  hospital  on  the  western  waters. — ^Re- 
cent intelligence  from  New  Orleans,  represents  the  annual  scourge  of 
that  city,  yellow  fever,  to  be  not  only  very  rife,  but  uncommonly  fatal. 
Having  many  enterprising  personal  friends  residing  there,  we  never  re- 
ceive either  a  letter  or  paper  from  New  Orleans,  without  fear  and  trem- 
bling, lest  there  should  be  an  announcement  of  the  death  of  some  one  in 
whom  we  are  deeply  interested.  Fully  persuaded  as  we  were  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  Dr.  Barton's  declaration  in  relation  to  the  cause  of  the  devel- 
opment of  this  terrifying  disease  in  that  place,  we  begin  to  think  it  h 
safer  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  it,  than  to  attempt  a  residence  where  its 
activity  is  so  notorious. — C5n  the  passage  of  a  British  emigrant  ship,  lately 
bound  to  Australasia,  with  Irish  passengers,  fifty-six  died  on  the  voyage, 
of  ship  fever.  AAer  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  port,  upwards  of  one 
hundred  persons,  including  the  surgeon,  were  affected  with  the  same 
fever. — ^The  Committee  on  Prize  Questions,  in  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society,  have  awarded  the  prize  to  Benjamin  W.  McCready, 
M.D.,ofNewYork. 

To  Coaaxspoif  DENTS. — A  Correspondent  has  favored  the  Journal  with  an  inge- 
nious paper,  in  which  he  believes  he  has  solved  the  problem,  how  those  under  the 
influence  of  animal  magnetism  are  enabled  to  perceive  objects  beyond  the  sphere 
of  ordinary  vision.  It  wUl  probably  be  inserted  next  week. — Several  other  papers 
are  on  file  for  insertion.— On  further  consideration,  we  think  it  inexpedient  to 
publish  the  communication  of  "  Medicus,''  received  some  time  since,  and  to  which 
alluabn  has  before  been  made,  even  with  the  writer's  name.  It  would  contribute, 
we  are  inclined  to  believe,  neither  to  his  own  credit  nor  that  of  the  Journal.  We 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  writer  on  some  other  topic.^ — ^The  article  signed 
**  Amicus"  would  not  probably  interest  many  of  our  readers,  though  a  part  of  it 
niMrhereafter  be  inserted.    The  author  can  furnish  something  much  better. 

^J^  Messrs.  Carey  &  Hart,  booksellers,  Philadelphia,  are  authorized  to  receive 
money  due  for  the  Medical  Journal. 

Died.— At  Bonny,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  Dr.  T.  H.  Woodward,  Naval  Surgeon 
in  the  English  Service,  late  of  Dublin,  aged  29.— At  Manchester,  Mi.  (murdered) 
Dr.  Ralney. 

Wboto  BUBker  of  dMCht  In  Botton,  for  tiie  week  ending  Sept.  9.  45.    Melee,  sa^Pemftlee,  tt. 

Caotom  Inftntom,  6--dro|ie7  on  Uie  bnln,  9-«]iolen  morbae,  1— blp  diaeaee,  1— eoneumpdon,  5— 
MMMBiw,  l^eaaker  in  Uie  bowels,  1— dropej  in  Uie  bead,  l-4eechinf,  1— enaearea,  l--4yMnteff7, 
•-eoBWlaioas,  1— typhot  Uwn,  1— boopisf  eosfb,  »>dlMMe  of  Ibe  bean,  l-itUl  bon,  9. 
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COUiEGE  OP  PHT8ICIAN8   AND  StTROEONS  of  th«  Weflern  Dbtrlot— Fairfield,  Herkimer 
county,  N.  Y.— Th«  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commenee  on  Che  first  Tuesday  In  Octobor, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.    The  lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 
On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by         ...         .         .        .  Jambs  Hadi^st,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  -  .  -       -  James  McNavohtou,  M.D. 

On  Itfateria  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  -  -  T.  RoMarrr  Bbck,  M.D. 

On  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  Johic  Oai.AMA.TBB,  M.D. 
On  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  -  -  ...  RsuBBif  D.  Mussbt,  M.D. 

The  advanced  age  and  increasing  inflrmitles  of  Professor  Wllloaghby.  President  of  the  College, 
will  hardly  allow  him  to  lecture  during  the  ensuing  term,  and  the  course  lormerly  given  by  him  will 
therefore  be  given  by  Professor  Mussey. 

Price  of  tickets  for  the  whole  course,  $56.  The  professors  are  provided  with  ample  collections  to 
iUttstrate  their  lectures,  and  every  facility  is  afforded  for  the  practical  acquisition  of  the  profession. 

The  board  is  as  low,  if  not  lower,  than  in  any  other  village  in  the  State.    Additional  information, 
if  needed,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  any  of  the  professors.         JAMES  H ADLEY,  Register. 
Aug.  16— 4t 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL  OF  HARVARD   UNIVERSITY. 
THE  Medical  Lectures  In  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  In  Noveihber.  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.    For  the  following  four 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out additional  expense,  to  such  students  at  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  seaaon.       Ftn, 
Anatomy,  and  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  by  John  C.  WAaacif ,  M.D.  $15 

Chemistry,  by  JoHit  W.  WssiTBa,  M.D.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Waltbb  CHAirtviiro,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bioblow,  M.D.  10 

Priiicipies  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Gbo.  Havwabo,  M.D.  10 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Warb,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  o|ien  withonl  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectkires  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  operas 
lions  are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medioal  Library,  a  costly  andrextensive  Chemical  A1>p«paias, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CUANNlNG, 
Boston,  July  5, 1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Meditins* 

"  TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Tnb  undersigned  are  assoetated  for  the  purpose  of  Instructing  in  alt  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  niedtcsl 
libranr,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  profeasiontl  works. 

Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  ofthe  pupils. 

For  further  information,  apply  to  either  ofthe  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIB8,  M.D.  • 

B.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
FrmUin  SlreH,  JWe.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE   COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  Thursday,  Nov.  3d,  1837,  .and  H  oon- 
ttnues  seventeen  weeks.    The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by    -       -       -         Thomas  Uubbabd,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by         ...      Eli  Itbi,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  ....  Bbrjamiit  Sillimait,  M.D.  hnd  LL.  D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by        ...     Willi  ah  Tullt,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  ....         JoifATHAit  Kbight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by Timotht  P.  Bbbbs,  M.D. 

The  matrienlotion  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  ^7.50;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $19.50  each  ;  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6— <aiao«iiting  to 
976'the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 
Yale  College,  Sept.  1, 1837.  Sept.  13— 6t 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
H.  A.  DBWAR,  M.D.  Intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  braAtb.  The  n«m- 
her  will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practioally  accioalnted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  andcommodlous 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  'Dr.  Dewar,  Na 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oei.  7,  1836. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, po«t-pind.  It  Is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containins  the  weekly 
nnmhen  of  the  preeedlns  month,  stitched  In  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Prke  $3,00  a 
vear  in  advance.  $3JM)  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  ye«r.<-^Ageilts  aNoWed 
•rery  aeventh  copy  frolis.— Orders  ftom  a  distance  must  be  aocompanled  by  paymoit  in  adv«mw«  of 
•aiiBteotory  rsfeMaM*— PoMsgi  tiM  noM  as  for  m  lk'«WBp«pef . 
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LIGATURE  OF  THE  ARTERIA  INNOMINATA. 

[The  London  Lancet,  for  June  17  and  July  15,  contains  an  interesting 
account  of  a  case  of  aneurism  of  the  subclavian  artery  treated  by  ligature 
of  the  arteria  innoininata.  This  dangerous  operation,  which  was  unsuc- 
cessful, was  performed  by  Mr.  Lizars,  at  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary. 
The  following  is  an  abridged  account  of  it,  with  the  post-mortem  appear- 
ances.] 

Alexander  Duncan,  aged  30,  a  carter,  admitted  May  28, 1837.  Fif- 
teen months  ago  he  met  with  a  fall,  and  again  another  fall,  on  the  elbow, 
eleven  months  since,  which  led,  six  weeks  ago,  to  the  appearance  of  a 
small  pulsating  tumor,  above  the  clavicle,  indicating  aneurism  of  the 
subclavian  artery,  for  which  Mr.  Lizars  determined  on  tying  the  arteria 
innominata.  The  operator  having  arrived  at  the  innominata,  an  aneurism 
needle  was  carried  round  it,  from  the  right  side,  upwards,  towards  the 
trachea ;  the  ligature  was  seized,  and  the  artery  tied.  The  haemorrhage 
during  the  proceeding  amounted  to  about  two  ounces. 

The  patient  was  examined  about  two  hours  after  the  operation,  and 
did  not  present  apy  unfavorable  symptoms,  excepting  some  pain  in  the 
course  of  the  carotid  and  brachial  arteries,  and  at  about  the  elbow  joint, 
which,  towards  evening,  were  attended  by  pain,  on  inspiration,  in  the 
ri^ht  side  of  the  chest.  The  pulse  was  full,  and  varied  from  74  to  78. 
The  pulsation  in  the  tumor  was  completely  suspended  by  the  ligature  of 
the  innominata. 

June  1.  On  the  day  after  the  operation  the  patient  felt  somewhat 
easy.  The  head  is  free,  and  a  sense  of  sufifocation,  which  has  tormented 
him  during  the  night,  has  gone  off.  He  slept  in  the  morning  for  a  couple 
of  hours,  and  passed  the  rest  of  the  day  without  accident.  The  wound 
looked  well. 

3.  The  pulsation  returned  in  the  tumor,  and  a  small  quantity  of  blood 
distilled  from  the  wound.  The  face  seemed  flushed,  and  the  patiept 
complained  of  the  heat  of  the  weather. 

4.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumor  (which  feels  quite  hard)  has  disap- 
peared. He  has  passed  three  copious  evacuations,  and  is  free  from  un- 
easiness.   Pulse  110,  soft. 

6.  Patient  progressing  favorably.     No  accident  has  occurred. 
Jane  8,  nine  days  from  the  operation.     Passed  a  good  night,  and  feels 
quite  easy ;  bowels  regular ;  tongue  moist,  and  almost  clean ;  pulse  96, 
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and  soft ;  skin  cool  and  moist ;  passed  about  two  pounds  of  urine  last 
night,  and  the  same  quantity  was  drawn  off  this  morning.    . 

9.  Slept  well  all  night,  and  has  no  particular  complaint.  The  wound 
looks  well,  and  has  nearly  healed ;  it  is  discharging  thick,  healthy  pus. 
Tongue  still  furred,  but  moist ;  pulse  96 ;  skin  cool ;  appetite  good. 
Took  a  little  chicken  soup  with  relish.     Does  not  complain  of  thirst. 

10.  Slept  well,  and  feels  quite  easy  this  morning.  Still  requires  to 
have  his  urine  drawn  off  in  the  morning.  Pulse  92,  soft ;  tongue  very 
nearly  clean ;  skin  cool,  appetite  good. 

11.  Passed  a  good  night,  and  is  in  all  respects  the  same  as  yesterday. 
Two  pounds  and  a  half  of  urine  drawn  off. 

12.  Did  not  sleep  so  well  as  usual ;  perspiring  a  great  deal.  Com- 
plains of  slight  nausea.  Tongue  furred  ;  pulse  100.  Has  had  two  stools 
since  yesterday. 

13.  Passed  rather  a  restless  night.  Complains  much  of  thirst.  Pulse 
100;  tongue  furred,  and  rather  dry ;  skin  cool  and  moist;  bowels  regu- 
lar ;  still  complains  of  nausea ;  three  pounds  of  urine  were  drawn  off 
Habeat  q.  pr.  calomel,  3  grains. 

Vespkre, — The  calomel  has  operated  three  times.  Vomited  a  good 
deal  of  bilious-looking  stuff.  Nausea  gone;  pulse  110.  Feels  more 
comfortable  than  he  did  in  the  morning. 

14.  Passed  a  good  night,  and  has  no  particular  complaint.  Tongue 
much  cleaner ;  skin  cool  and  moist ;  very  little  thirst ;  bowels  regular ; 
appetite  good.     Passed  two  pounds  of  urine. 

15.  Passed  a  good  night.  Feels  better  than  he  has  done  for  the  last 
two  days.  Pulse  96,  and  soft ;  tongue  almost  clean.  Takes  beef-tea 
with  relish;  has  had  some  weak  bitter  table-beer.  The  wound  has 
healed,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  sinus,  which  is  discharging  healthy 
pus  in  a  moderate  quantity,  and  which,  it  is  presumptive,  communicates 
with  the  ligature.     Bowels  regular ;  skin  cool  and  moist. 

16.  Urine  still  requires  to  be  drawn  off  every  morning.  Three  pounds 
of  urine  were  drawn  off  to-day.     In  all  respects  the  same  as  yesterday.- 

Vespkre,  7,  P.  M.  On  dressing  the  wound  the  knot  of  the  ligature 
was  found  amongst  the  pus.  (At  the  operation  both  ends  of  the  ligature 
were  cut  away.) 

June  17.  11,  A.  M.  Passed  rather  a  restless  night,  and  at  present 
complains  of  slight  pain  in  the  right  side,  and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
which  is  much  increased  on  taking  a  full  inspiration  ;  face  flushed ;  pulse 
120,  full;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue  slightly  loaded  and  dry;  counte- 
nance anxious ;  great  thirst ;  during  the  morning  has  been  troubled  with 
nausea  and  diarrhoea;  urine  passed  naturally  this  morning.  Apply  fif- 
teen leeches  to  the  painful  part.  Three  grains  of  calomel,  one  grain 
tartr.  of  antimony  in  an  ounce  of  water.    A  table-spoonful  every  hour. 

1,  P.  M.  Leeches  bled  freely,  with  considerable  relief;  sinapism  to 
the  side. 

4,  P.  M.  Pain  of  side  and  difficulty  of  breathing  gone ;  feels  much 
easier  in  every  respect ;  diarrhoea  nearly  ceased. 

10,  P.  M.    Feels  quite  easy  at  present ;  pulse  120,  but  soft ;  diarrhoea 
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gone ;  skin  cooler,  and  more  moist ;  countenance  not  so  anxious ;  still 
complains  of  thirst. 

June  18.  11,  A.  M.  Passed  a  quiet  night,  and  slept  well ;  feels  quite 
easy  about  the  chest  and  side;  face  less  flushed  ;  pulse  116,  soft ;  skin 
moist ;  a  good  deal  of  thirst  and  nausea ;  diarrhoea  returned ;  urine 
naturally  evacuated.  Toast  and  tea  for  breakfast,  with  relish.  Efferv. 
powder  every  hour. 

•  6,  P.  M.  Diarrhcea  still  troublesome;  nausea  subsided;  pulse  112, 
soft ;  skin  cool  and  moist.  Anodyne  lavement  with  50  drops  of  lauda- 
num.    Omit  the  tartr.  of  antimony. 

9,  P.  M.  No  motion  since  last  report ;  feels  quite  easy ;  skin  dry ; 
pulse  116.  Powder  of  ipecac,  with  opium,  12  grains;  extract  of  opium, 
1  grain. 

June  19.  7,  A.  M.  Has  slept  well  all  night ;  no  return  of  diarrhoea ; 
awoke  this  morning  at  seven  with  a  severe  fit  of  dry  coughing,  which 
caused  haemorrhage  to  take  place  from  the  wound.  It  was  easily  com- 
manded with  the  finger,  until  a  narrow  strip  of  lint  was  stuflfed  into  the 
wound,  and  a  compress  placed  above  it.  About  eight  ounces  of  blood 
were  lost.     Pulse  110,  fluttering;  countenance  anxious;  skin  dry. 

12  o'clock.  No  return  of  haemorrhage;  tongue  furred;  pulse  120, 
strong  and  irregular.  Bloodletting  to  20  ounces  at  once.  R.  Extract 
of  belladonna,  one-sixth  of  a  grain ;  aromatic  powder,  q.  s. ;  one  pill 
every  two  hours. 

4,  P.  M.  No  more  haemorrhage ;  pulse  reduced  in  strength,  but  not  in 
quickness;  blood  drawn,  much  cupped  and  buflfed;  countenance  still 
anxious ;  bowels  once  opened ;  cough  harassing.  R.  Extract  of  bella- 
donna, one-third  of  a  grain ;  aromatic  powder,  q.  s. ;  a  pill  every  two 
hours.  R.  Tincture  of  digitalis,  10  drops;  tincture  of  hyoscyamus, 
20  drops ;  to  be  taken  in  a  cup  of  water  every  second  hour. 

10,  P.  M.  Slight  oozing  of  blood,  which  was  easily  stopped  by  a 
little  pressure  for  a  few  minutes ;  skin  hot  and  dry.  Dover's  powder,  10 
grains;  opium,.  1  grain.     To  be  taken  at  once. 

June  20.  Noon.  Passed  a  restless  night ;  no  return  of  haemorrhage ; 
passed  his  urine  voluntarily;  bowels  open.  Took  tea  and  toast  for 
breakfast.  Pulse  120,  soft.  Continue  the  medicines.  Belladonna  plas- 
ter to  the  sternum. 

6,  P.  M.  Haemorrhage  commenced  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  which  was 
easily  commanded  by  pressure  upon  the  wound,  and  entirely  stopped  by 
the  introduction  of  lint.  The  quantity  of  blood  lost  did  not  exceed  four 
ounces.  Pulse  96,  soft ;  skin  cool,  but  dry.  Dover's  powder,  12  grains ; 
opium,  gr.  jss.  at  once. 

June  21.  2,  A.  M.  Has  taken  some  tea  and  toast;  slept  from  10, 
P.  M.,  until  half  past  12;  feels  perfectly  easy;  skin  cool  and  moist; 
pulse  106,  soft;  haemorrhage  again  took  place  at  a  quarter  past  one, 
A.  M. ;  the  external  bleeding  ceased  on  inserting  an  additional  piece  of 
lint.  The  quantity  of  blood  lost  at  this  time  would  be  between  two  and 
three  ounces,  but  it  was  evident  that  there  was  interned  haemorrhage^ 
ftom  the  tumefaction  of  the  neck,  and  occasional  spitting  of  mouthfuls  of 
blood,  accompanied  with  frequent  cough,  and  considerable  dyspnoea. 
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Tbe  dyspDCBB  gradually  iocreased  until  half  past  one,  A.M.,  when  death 
closed  the  scene,  on  the  twenty-6rst  day  after  the  operation. 

Jnspectio  cadaveris.  This  bad  to  be  done  privately  and  hurriedly, 
which  must  account  for  the  brevity  of  the  descriptiou.  The  wound  of 
the  neok  was  extended  in  every  direction,  and  the  thoracic  cavity  opened, 
when  there  appeared  about  twenty  ounces  of  coagulated  blood  at  the 
root  of  the  neck  and  upper  part  of  the  right  bag  of  the  pleura,  the  apex 
of  tbe  right  lung  being  pressed  down  in  its  cavity  by  tbe  blood,  for  there 
were  on  this  side  adhesions  throughout  tbe  pleura:j>ulmonali9  with  the 
pleura-costalis,  of  recent  formation.     The  lungs  oil  this  aide  were  apo- 

|>lectic  and  softened.    There  were  old  adhesions  on  the  left  side,  but  the 
ungs  were  healthy. 

The  heart  and  arteries  were  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  tbe  tied 
point  of  the  arteria  innominata,  and  the  aneurismal  tumor  of  the  right 
subclavian.  The  point  of  deligation  shows  the  arteria  anonyma  separated 
af  little  in  consequence  of  the  bleeding,  and  there  is  some  coagulated 
blood  extending  a  very  short  way  into  the  aortic  portion  of  the  innomi- 
nata, and  upwards  into  tbe  right  carotid,  but  none  into  the  commence- 
ment of  tbe  subclavian.  The  vertebral  artery,  the  thyroid,  the  internal 
mammary,  and  the  transverse  cervical,  were  all  pervious  without  any 
coagula.  The  aneurismal  tumor  is  collapsed,  and  full  of  coagula,  as  also 
19  the  subclavian,  beyond  it. 

In  concluding  the  history  of  this  case  we  may  add,  that  Professor 
Lizars  is  now  inclined  to  believe,  that  a  plan  of  operation  more  likely  to 
succeed  in  a  similar  case  would  be  first  to  tie  the  subclavian  just  at  its 
origin  from  tbe  innominata,  and  then  to  tie  tbe  carotid  about  an  inch 
above  its  origin,  with  the  view  of  allowing  tbe  (brmation  of  an  internal 
coagulum. 


ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

[Communicated  for,  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  evidence  in  favor  of  Animal  Magnetism  accumulates  on  all  bands. 
Events,  which  have  lately  transpired  ip  a  neighboring  city,  leave  to  Ridi- 
cule no  excuse  to  amuse  herself  with  facts,  which  reason  cannot  com- 
prehend. The  auestion  is  now,  not  how  to  change  the  laws  which  gov- 
ern human  belief,  but  to  show  how  these  surprising  phenomena  do  not 
contravene  anything  heretofore  known  of  the  functions  of  the  brain  and 
nervous  system  ; — a  necessity  the  more  imperious,  since,  if  the  obsolete 
notions  that  the  soul  leaves  the  body  and  wanders  through  tbe  earth,  as 
in  tbe  Stygian  shades,  be  revived,  as  there  is  reason  to  fear  from  the 
tenor  of  some  articles  in  the  periodical  press,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee 
what  may  be  the  consequences,  even  in  this  enlightened  age,  to  the  very 
constitution  of  civil  society. 

With  the  hope  of  removing  the  grounds  of  such  an  assumption,  and,  ia 
some  degree,  of  obviating  other  difficulties  connected  with  this  subject, 
the  subjoined  observations  are  offered.  Whoever  is  disposed  to  exaraino 
them  attentively,  though  he  may  think  that  a  simpler  and  less  abstniSQ 
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method  might  be  taken  to  account  for  the  phenomena,  will  admit,  it  is 
believed,  both  that  the  conclusion  follows  directly  from  the  premises, 
/vbile  the  premises  are  the  least  exceptionable  of  any  that  can  be 
adopted. 

Supposing  the  nervous  system  to  be  the  chief  medium  of  a  subtle  and 
elastic  fluid,  to  which  it  maintains  a  relation  analogous  to  that  which  ob- 
tains between  glass  or  any  transparent  medium  and  light,  regulating  its 
vibrations,  the  white  substance  serving  as  a  conductor,  and  the  grey  and 
white  tc^ether  serving  as  an  excitor,  when  stimulated  by  the  blood,  all  . 
the  phenomena  of  the  mind,  as  external  sensations,  internal  ideas,  and 
volitions,  may  be  as  readily  conceived  to  be  attended  with  an  undulatory 
motion  in  that  6uid,  as  any  other  state  of  the  brain.  This  ethereal  fluid 
would  then  constitute  the  mind  or  soul,  the  brain  being  in  all  animals  but 
the  material  condition  necessary  for  its  manifestation.  The  existence  of 
such  a  fluid  has  been  rendered  almost  certain  by  the  experiments  of 
physiologists.  But  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  out  of  place  to  add 
here  a  few  considerations,  which  appear  to  me  new,  and  strongly  con- 
firmatory of  the  hypothesis. 

When  we  observe  the  image  formed  upon  the  retina  by  an  outward 
object,  we  are  led  to  infer  that  the  image,  thus  painted,  has  some  con- 
oectioD  with  the  impression  produced  on  the  mind ;  hot  the  inversion  of 
the  image  overturns  the  hypothesis.  When  we  compare  the  eye  of  the 
eagle  with  the  eye  of  man,  in  order  to  discover  on  what  depends  the 
superiority  of  vbion  of  the  flrst,  we  perceive  no  essential  difference,  ex- 
cept that  its  retina  consists  of  a  number  of  folds  or  lamella,  giring  it  a 
great  extent  of  surface,  compared  with  man's.  Nor  can  we  imagine  a 
reason  for  this  structure,  on  the  supposition  of  the  image  impressed  on 
the  retina  being  the  cause  of  the  sensation  or  perception  of  the  outward 
object.  But  when  we  take  into  view  the  wonderful  effects  produced  by 
the  galvanic  machine,  owing  simply  to  extent  of  surface  ^supposed  to 
enable  it  to  accumulate  a  great  quantity  of  fluid),  by  sup{K)smg  a  simito 
fluid  to  accumulate  on  the  retina,  the  harmony  between  the  structure  and 
(unction  of  the  part  is  evident.  One  class  of  philosophers  say  that  the 
mind  is  m  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  brain ;  another,  that  it  is  in  pro- 
ponioD  to  the  number  and  depth  of  its  convolutions.  Both  assertions 
coiacide  with  the  opinion  that  it  corresponds  with  the  extent  of  its 
superfices.* 

It  is  an  established  fact,  that  the  nervous  chords  of  sensation  and 
voliiioii  increase  in  size  in  proportion  to  the  function  they  have  to  per- 
fcrai  in  difierent  animals,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  same  animal.  The 
brain,  the  organ  of  thought,  is  larger  in  man  in  proportion  to  the  nerves 
tbait  issue  from  it,  than  in  any  other  animal.  The  optic  nerve  is  the 
largest  in  the  human  body,  and  has  the  greatest  number  of  filamentoo) 
tlmadB.  Man  is  tlie  most  thinkine  animal,  and  vision  is  the  highest  and 
iuteUectual  of  the  senses.     Whatever  sense  is  most  acute,  its  nerve 


*  Some  aMert  that  tbe  grey  matter  )a  the  matrix  or  generator  of  the  white ;  others,  that  it  li  th# 
mmm  #r  ika  mind ;  bui  ftaa  not  Uie  attaebment  between  the  two  its  analogy  in  tbe  copper  and  sine 
plafe  or  tbe  galvanic  batteiy  i  and  may  not  tbe  extent  of  the  auperflcea  be  for  the  parpoae  of  exciting 
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b  largest.  Where  muscular  action  is  strongest,  and  oftenest  called  into 
exercise,  there  the  muscular  nerves  are  largest.  Now  a  small  nerve  might 
transmit  an  idea,  sensation,  or  volition,  as  well  as  a  large  one,  for  any- 
thing that  we  can  see  to  the  contrary ;  but  when  we  see  an  electro- 
magnet increase  in  power  according  to  the  number  of  wires  that  are 
wound  round  it  (fac  similes  of  nervous  filaments),  and  are  told  by  the 
natural  philosopher  that  they  serve  to  accumulate  the  fluid,  the  adapta- 
tion for  a  similar  structure  in  the  nerves,  to  transmit  a  similar  fluid,  is 
obvious. 

Should  we  jnfer  that  this  was  the  true  function  of  the  nervous  tissue, 
our  inference  would  be  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  powers  of  the 
mind,  of  sensatioif,  and  muscular  action,  are  strengthened  by  being  tasked, 
as  the  strength  of  the  magnet  increases  by  having  weights  attached  to  it. 
This  fluid  may  also  vary  in  density,  as  well  as  quantity ;  or  the  number 
of  particles  within  a  given  space  may  increase,  as  well  as  the  extent  of 
surface,  giving  rise  to  an  accumulation  of  the  fluid  of  the  same  density ; 
and  if  so,  the  phenomena  would  correspond  with  the  effects  of  what  is 
called,  in  electricity  -and  galvanism,  increased  intensity  and  increased 

Juantity.  What  can  be  a  more  striking  evidence  of  the  circulation  of  a 
uid  which,  if  its  existence  were  presumed,  would  be  invisible,  than  the 
state  of  Somnambulism  afibrds  ?  Here,  one  set  of  nerves  act  with  un- 
wonted energy,  while  another  are  almost  as  inert  as  dead  matter. 

Believing,  from  such  an  accumulation  of  evidence,  that  we  are  justi- 
fied in  assuming  this  hypothesis  as  a  ground  work  of  reasoning,  I  would 
DOW  proceed  to  show  bow  far  it  is  necessary  to  presuppose  the  existence 
of  an  analogous  fluid  without,  and  will  first  refer  to  the  following  para- 
graphs from  Brewster's  work  on  Optics. 

'^  In  the  undulatory  theory,  an  exceedingly  thin  and  elastic  medium, 
called  ether,  is  supposed  to  fill  all  space,  and  to  occupy  the  intervaU  ie- 
iween  the  particles  of  all  material  bodies.  The*  ether  must  be  so  ex- 
tremely rare  as  to  present  no  appreciable  resistance  to  the  planetary 
bodies  which  move  freely  through  it." 

"  Th6  particles  of  this  ether  are,  like  those  of  air,  capable  of  being  put 
into  vibrations  by  the  agitation  of  the  particles  of  matter,  so  that  waves 
or  vibrations  can  be  propagated  through  it  in  all  directions.  Within 
refracting  media  it  is  less  elastic  than  in  vacuo,  and  its  elasticity  is  less  in 
proportion  to  the  refractive  power  of  the  boily." 

'^Wben  any  vibrations  or  undulations  are  propagated  through  this 
ether  and  reach  the  nerves  of  the  retina,  they  excite  the  sensation  of 
light,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sensation  of  sound  is  excited  in  the 
nerves  of  the  ear  by  the  undulations  of  the  air." 

^*  Diflferences  of  color  are  supposed  to  arise  from  diflferences  in  the  fie* 
quency  of  the  ethereal  vibrations."        *        #        «        * 

^*  The  theory  of  undulations  has  made  great  progress  in  modern  times, 
and  derives  such  powerful  support  from  an  extensive  class  of  phenomena, 
that  it  has  been  received  by  many  of  our  most  distinguished  philoso- 
phers." 

Every  step  made  in  the  progress  of  science  tends  farther  to  generalize 
the  laws  which  regulate  the  motions  and  affections  of  matter.     Gravita- 
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tion,  electricity,  magnetism,  light,  beat,  chemical  attraction,  have  ap- 
proximated so  far  towards  unity,  that  it  is  easier  to  say  in  what  they 
resemble  each  other,  than  to  point  out  in  what  they  differ.  Laplace  de- 
mands but  a  plastic  etiier  to  mould  the  nebulous  matter,  floating  through 
space,  into  all  the  conditions  which  his  Celestial  Mechanics  require  (or 
their  application  ;  wliile  Lamarck  and  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  by  a  similar 
agency,  people  the  earth  with  all  the  forms  of  animate  and  inanimate 
matter. 

The  number  of  undulations  of  an  elastic  medium,  or  of  different  elastic 
media  impinging  on  each  other,  in  a  given  time,  increases  in  propor- 
tion to  the  density  of  the  medium  ;  in  the  same  proportion,  the  extent  of 
each  undulation  diminishes.  If  the  undulations  of  a  fluid  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  retina,  of  which  37,640  occur  in  the  space  of  an  inch, 
and  458,000000,000000,  occur  in  a  second  of  time,*  create  the  sensa- 
tion of  redness,  the  density  of  the  undulating  fluid  without  the  eye  may 
diminish  indefinitely,  so  long  as  that  within  increases  in  the  same  ratio, 
and  the  same  number, of  undulations  be  made  by  the  one  medium  im- 
pinging on  the  other,  and  consequently  the  same  sensation  be  excited. 
What  is  true  of  one,  is  true  of  all  the  other  sensations. 

Now  if  we  suppose  that  ethereal  fluid,  which  Newton  thought  the 
cause  of  gravitation,  to  be  identical  with  that  which  Huygens  thought  the 
cause  of  light,  it  must  act  through  opaque  as  well  as  transparent  bodies; 
but  as  its  density  is  less  in  opaque  bodies,  or  its  undulatory  power  weak- 
ened, the  reason  why  it  exhibits  the  phenomena  of  light  in  one  case,  and 
the  phenomena  of  weight  in  another,  woultJ  be,  because  the  number  of 
undulations  in  a  given  time  were  fewer  in  the  latter,  than  in  the  former 

*  The  following  Table,  given  by  Mr.  Uerscheli  contains  the  principal  data  of  the 
ondulatorjr  theory : — 


Lensths  ufan  Undu- 
imtlon  in  parto  of 
nn  Inch  in  Air. 

0.0000»)(5 

0.0000256 

0.0000246 

0.0000240 

0.0000235 

0.0000227  . 

0.0000219 

0.0000211 

0.0000203 

0.0000196 

0.0000189 

0.0000185 

0.0000181 

0.0000174 

0  0000167 


Colors  or  the  Spectrum. 


Extreme  Red  -    - 

Red      -    .    .    . 
latermediato  -    - 

Orange    -    -    - 
Intermediate   -    - 
•   Yellow     -    -    - 
iDterroediate   -    - 

Green  -    -    -    - 
Intermediate   -    •> 

Blue    .    .    -    . 
Intermediate   -    - 

lodigo  -    -    -    - 
Intermediate   -    - 

Violet  .    .    .    . 
Extreme  Violet    - 


Number  of 
Undulntions 
in  an  Inch 


37G40 
39180 
40720 
41610 
42510 
44000 
45600 
47460 
49320 
51110 
52910 
54070 


57490 
59750 


Number  of  Undulatlona  In 
a  Second.t 


458,0O0U0O,0O0OOO 
477,000000,000000 
495,000000,000000 
506,000000,000000 
517,000000,000000 
535,000000,000000 
555,000090,000000 
577,000000,000000 
600,000000,000000 
622,000000,000000 
644,000000,000000 
658,000000,000000 
672,000000,000000 
699,000000,000000 
727,000000,000000 


'<  From  this  Table,"  says  Mr.  Henchel,  "  wo  eee  that  the  sensibility  of  the  eye  ii 
confined  within  much  narrower  limits  than  that  of  the  ear;  the. ratio  or  the  extreme  vi- 
brations being  nearly  1.58: 1,  and  therefore  less  than  an  octave,  and  about  equal  to  a 
minor  sixth.  That  man  should  be  able  to  measure  with  certainty  such  minute  portions 
of  space  and  time,  is  not  a  little  wonderful ;  for  it  may  be  observed,  whatever  theory  of 
light  we  adopt,  these  periods  and  these  spaces  have  a  real  existence,  being  in  fact  de- 
duced by  Newton  from  direct  measurements,  and  involving  nothing  hypothetical  6ut 
tba  namea  hare  given  them."— jBreto«ter'#  Optics,  page  119. 

t  Taking  tbe  veloctty  of  light  at  19S,000  miles  per  second. 
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instance*  But  admitting  a  fluid  to  occupy  the  interstices  between  the 
particles  of  the  retina,  or  to  cover  its  surface,  on  which  the  ether  im- 
pinges in  it3  vibrations,  giving  rise  to  a  second  series  of  vibrations  on 
which  the  sensation  immediately  depends ;  it  its  density  be  increased 
(as  we  believe  takes  place  in  somnambulism),  the  number  of  vibrations, 
as  we  have  seen,  will  be  increased  in  the  same  ratio,  and  there  is  no 
inconsistency  in  supposing  that  the  slow  undulatory  motion  of  gravitation 
without,  may  produce  that  precise  number  of  vibrations  within,  which 
excites  the  sensation  of  redness,  or  any  other  sensation.  /  Since,  then, 
gravitation  extends  from  Boston  to  Providence,  with  a  power  (like  the  law 
of  illumination)  inversely  as  the  square  of  40  miles,  when  it  is  asserted  that 
a  somnambulist  in  the  latter  place  has  the  panorama  of  our  city  before 
her,  and  can  direct  her  attention  to  any  part  she  chooses,  and  describe 
it  minutely,  the  fact  may  be  explained  by  combining  two  theories,  which, 
if  not  established,  are  at  least  regarded  as  the  most  plausible  in  physics 
and  physiology,  viz. :  that  which  assigns  light  and  gravitation  to  the 
undulations  of  a  fluid  pervading  all  space,  and  all  matter,  and  that  which 
supposes  a  similar  fluid  to  circulate  in  the  nervous  system  of  animals* 
For  by  the  nature  of  the  fluid  without,  its  undulatory  power  must  be 
diminished,  by  diminished  density,  or,  what  has  the  same  eflect,  by  the 
irregular  collocation  of  the  particles  of  opaque  matter,  requiring,  to  pro- 
duce the  phenomena  of  light,  that  increased  density  and  consequent 
vibratory  power  of  the  fluid  within,  which  all  the  appearances  in  the 
state  of  somnambulism  compel  us  to  believe  actually  exist.  It  does  vio- 
lence to  no  established  law,  but  to  our  preconceived  notions.  And  it  is 
necessary  that  either  our  preconceived  notions  should  give  way,  or  a 
mass  of  evidence  be  rejected,  the  roost  positive  and  authentic  in  kind, 
and  constantly  accumulating  in  degree./ 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  animal  magnetism  is  not  the  only 
subject  that  is  inexplicable  on  the  common  notions  of  the  animal  economy. 
An  extensive  variety  of  facts,  linked  together  under  the  terms  of  sympa- 
thy, of  fascination,  of  antipathy,  of  irritation  and  counter-irritation,  con- 
cerning which  there  is  little  or  no  doubt  of  their  authenticity,  point  to 
the  nervous  system  as  the  source  of  some  unrevealed  mode  of  affection. 
Nor  should  hereditary  predisposition  be  overlooked  in  this  connection  ; 
nor  even  the  question  of  embryotic  influences,  against  which  the  only 
substantial  argument  is  our  own  ideas  how  Nature  ought  to  demean  her- 
self in  our  presence,  rather  than  the  careful  and  humble  observation  of 
what  she  does.  These  words  are  but  general  terms,  and,  like  the  term 
inflammation,  are  expressive  of  something  that  lies  deeper.  As  they  are 
now  used,  they  convey  no  more  real  knowledge  than  do  the  names  of 
the  genera  of  plants,  of  their  properties.  If  we  could  forget  these  terms, 
when  reasoning  about  the  conditions  to  which  they  refer,  and  imagine 
the  nervous  chords  to  circulate  a  fluid,  for  which  their  structure  is  as 
strikingly  adapted  as  the  vascular  to  circulate  blood,  we  could  lose  nothing 
of  what  we  already  know,  and  might,  possibly,  learn  something  additional. 
^  Will  the  adoption  of  the  electro-galvanic  fluid  explain  these  mysteries  ? 
To  assert  that  it  will,  unerringly  and  immediately,  would  perhaps  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  expose  one  to  ridicule.    The  reasoning  on  which 
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such  an  hypothesis  must  rest,  is  very  complex  to  its  nature.  Facts  are 
abundant,  but  their  relations  are  intricate.  Every  argument  must  be 
grounded,  not  on  certainty,  but  on  the  greater  probability.  And  at  first, 
it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  make  due  allowance  for  disturbing  causes. 
Stilly  an  approximation  may  be  made  towards  estimating  its  bearing  on 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  functions  of  the  animal  economy.  The  hetero- 
geneous mass  of  facts,  which  physiological  experiments,  as  well  as  pa- 
thology, have  of  late  years  brought  to  light,  can  be  simplified  and  reduced 
to  some  sort  of  order,  if  not  actually  reconciled,  by  this  view.  At  pre- 
sent, they  are  a  ^^  caput  moriuum"  serving  no  other  purpose  than  to  per- 
plex and  disgust  the  student.  Nor  is  he  taught  to  regard  them  with  a 
clearer  or  more  favorable  eye,  by  the  disputes  and  not  unfrequent  recrimi- 
nations of  different  professors  of  the  healing  art,  even  in  the  same  college. 
What  can  afford  greater  evidence  of  the  want  of  a  more  comprehensive 
hypothesis  as  a  guide  to  their  researches  ? 

A  great  deal  of  ink  has  been  shed  to  prove  the  danger  of  theory  get- 
ting a-head  of  facts ;  but  comparatively  little,  to  exhibit  the  evil  of  facts 
getting  a-head  of  theory.  And  if,  by  hasty  generalization.  Science  some- 
times gets  along  too  fast,  can  she  not,  from  want  of  it,  creep  at  too  slow 
a  rate  ?  Let  the  speculations  about  ghosts,  hobgoblins,  witchcraft,  dis- 
embodied spirits,  and  devils  at  sixes  and  sevens,  which  somnambulism  is 
calculated  to  revive,  if  its  phenomena  cannot  be  referred  to  natural  laws, 
answer  this  question. 

I  cannot  enlarge  on  these  points.  At  some  future  time  I  may  advance 
some  reasons,  why  what  is  called  the  manipulatory  process  of  magnetiza- 
tion is  neither  inconsistent  with  sound  philosophy,  nor  without  its  analogy 
in  other  sciences.  Before  closing  this  communication,  I  would,  however, 
add,  that  [though  what  has  been  said  above  presupposes  the  fluid  to  exist 
in  the  nerves  only,  it  is  not  necessarily  confined  to  that  part  of  the  sys- 
tem. It  exists  in  all  the  solids  and  fluids  of  the  body,  the  nervous 
sustaining  to  the  other  tissues  some  such  relation  as  the  prime  conductor 
to  bodies  around  it,  or  as  transparent  to  opaque  bodies  in  optics,— ^  me- 
dium for  greater  density  of  fluid,  and  greater  freedom  of  motion, — and 
the  fluid  itself  may,  like  the  cellular  tissue,  represent  the  image  of  tho 
whole  body:  and  oscillating  from  within  outwards,  and  from  without 
inwards  (obeying,  in  these  motions,  the  laws  which  in  crystals  regulate 
reflection,  refraction,  &c.  producing  so  many  interesting  phenomena), 
may  thus  be  the  secondary  agent,  in  the  hands  of  the  Creator,  of  tbe 
form  of  our  bodies  and  bodily  organs,  as  well  as  of  the  functions  of  tbe 
mind.  On  this  hypothesis  the  equilibrium  of  fluids  explains  those  ex-  ' 
periments  of  Magendie,  in  which  the  crura  of  the  cerebrum  being  cut, 
the  animal  moves  forwards;  the  crura  of  the  cerebellum,  backwards; 
and  tbe  section  of  either  one  of  them  gives  a  tendency  to  a  lateral  mo- 
tion. It  may  serve  also  to  reconcile  the  views  of  Bell  and  Magendie  on 
tbe  one  band,  and  Bellii^eri  on  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  function  of 
the  anterior  and  posterior  columns  of  tbe  spinal  marrow.  It  accounts  Ux 
tbe  curvilinear  course  of  the  fibres  of  the  brain,  in  the  mutual  action  of 
oouoter-currents,  and  for  tbe  pons  varolii,  septum  lucidum,  fornix,  m»- 
ouUarjr  tmuiences,  tbe  deeussatioo  of  nerves ;  ass^  a  better  reason  for 
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the  ganglion,  or  the  posterior  chord  of  the  spinal  nerves,  than  any  hith- 
erto given ;  and,  taking  the  beautiful  curves  exhibited  in  crystals  by 
polarized  light  as  the  analogical  starting  point,  it  tells  why  organized  be- 
ings are  rounded  in  form,  instead  of  angular.  In  tetanus,  palsy,  catalepsy, 
and  every  variety  of  nervous  disease,  it  will  be  found  to  go  far  towards 
explaining  what  heretofore  has  been  considered  inexplicable.  Any  one, 
at  his  leisure,  can  verify  these  statements.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  give 
them  without  tracing  each  individual  fact  to  its  relation  with  this  hypothe- 
sis. But  lest  it  might  seem,. at  first  view,  that  these  are  mere  assertions, 
made  without  due  examination,  I  will  dwell  for  a  moment  on  one,  which, 
both  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  beauty  and  because  it  occurred  to  the 
writer  as  an  after-thought,  may  be  considered  almost  as  a  crucial  experi- 
ment of  the  whole  theory. 

This  fluid,  it  is  supposed,  by  its  undulations  to  and  fro,  and  by  its  cur- 
rents and  counter-currents,  moving  through  the  particles  of  organized 
matter,  and  exerting  an  attraction  or  exciting  movement  among  them, 
disposes  them  in  the  forms  of  our  bodily  organs.  Now  let  us  imagine, 
after  the  optic  beds  and  corpora  striata  have  been  formed,  two  currents 
passing  horizontally  from  the  sides  of  the  brain  towards  the  centre,  on 
the  under  surface  of  the  corpus  callosum  ;  they  would  meet  at  the  cen- 
tre, and  be  deflected  perpendicularly  downward,  in  the  direction  of  the 
septum  lucidum.  Meeting  with  a  repulsive  surface  on  the  optic  beds, 
the  fluid  would  there  accumulate  for  a  moment,  form  the  fornix,  fringing 
its  edge  by  its  vacillations  against  a  counter  repelling  fluid,  with  the 
fimbriated  bodies,  and  be  impelled,  as  it  were,  most  easily  in  the  direction 
of  its  four  crura.  Passing  down  its  anterior  crura,  and  falling  perpen- 
dicularly upon  another  part  of  the  fluid  more  dense,  it  would,  by  undu- 
lating upwards  and  downwards,  make  a  cupped  depression,  which  would 
serve  as  a  mould  for  the  mamillary  eminences.  An  idea  of  this  mould, 
one  may  have  by  blowing  perpendicularly  upon  the  surface  of  a  fluid 
through  a  small  oriGce.  In  like  manner  the  formation  of  the  pineal  gland, 
the  infundibulum,  the  pons  varolii,  and  the  convolutions  themselves,  may 
be  traced  with  almost  mathematical  certainty. 

It  is  usual  for  the  person  who  advances  an  hypothesis,  to  give  his 
name  in  connection  therewith.  But  as  the  publishing  of  my  name  would 
add  nothing  to  the  weight  of  the  arguments  which  have  been  presented, 
I  hope  the  withholding  of  it  will  not  prevent  their  obtaining  a  hearing. 
A  systematic  form  will  be  given  to  the  views,  which  are  here  but  indi- 
cated, as  soon  as  time  and  circumstances  permit.  In  the  mean  while,  at 
the  expense  of  being  regarded  as  a  visionary  and  enthusiast,  I  commit 
them  to  the  candid  consideration  of  the  medical  public,  with  a  firm  con- 
viction that  while  the  art  of  medicine  progresses  uniformly,  but  slowly, 
by  a  rational  empiricism,  the  science  itself  will  be  revolutionized,  and  re- 
constructed on  the  basis  of  these  hitherto  disregarded  phenomena  :  nay, 
more,  that  they  will  furnish  a  key  to  unlock  the  inmost  recess  of  the 
labyrinth  of  nature,  and  unfold  the  richest  field  for  scientific  research  that 
the  mind  of  man  has  ever  ventured  to  explore, — ^the  one  which  is  des- 
tined to  lead  him  to  a  just  estimate  of  his  rank  in  the  scale  of  being,  and  of 
fais  relations  to  all  things  around  him,  and  wbk>h  will  enable  bim  to  unloose 
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the  seals  of  the  last  Volume  of  the  series  of  Natural  Religion,  and  read 
therein  that  Himself  and  the  Polypus,  the  Crystal  and  the  Lily,  the.Eaith 
and  Chaos,  the  Stellar  Heavens  and  the  Nebulous  Mass,  are  but  links  in  one 
undivided  chain  of  formation  and  causation,  of  which  the  different  physical 
sciences  are  but  the  names  of  its  integral  parts.  D.  H. 


ABDOMINAL  TUMORS,  CREOSOTE,  Jkc. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — An  article  in  your  Journal  relative  to  an  operation  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Hay  ward,  in  the  instance  of  a  large  tumor  *'  growing 
from  the  fascia  of  the  recti  muscles  of  the  abdomen,"  reminded  me  of  a 
lady  under  my  notice,  who  has  suffered  much  from  a  large  tumor  of  the 
same  description,  or  of  the  same  locality,  but  which  has  at  present  disap* 
peared  under  the  lancet.  As  the  case  of  this  lady  has  for  some  time 
been  doubtful,  and  as  she  is  not  yet  out  of  danger,  it  has  given  rise  to 
much  reflection  and  inquiry.  She  has,  for  a  still  longer  period  of  time, 
experienced  much  inconvenience,  though  no  great  pain,  from  a  tumor  of 
a  sarcomatous  character,  located  on  her  neck,  under  the  right  division  of 
the  maxillary  bone.  The  tumors  were  for  a  while  thought  to  be  similar 
in  their  nature,  both  presenting  a  peculiar  hardness  to  the  touch,  but 
upon  the  disappearance  of  the  one  under  the  lancet,  and  from  its  dis- 
charges, and  upon  the  continuance  of  the  other  unchanged,  though  under 
a  powerful  external  application,  it  would  seem  that  the  tumors  are  not  of 
the  same  nature.  The  one  that  has  disappeared,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
its  discharges,  would  with  difficulty  be  pronounced  a  proper  meliceris 
tumor.  There  has  been,  in  this  instance,  a  peculiar  discharge  ex  ore,  as 
well  as  from  the  tumor  externally.  A  conference  was  held  with  a  very 
eminent  surgeon  in  the  neighborhood,  who  decided  upon  operating  upon 
the  tumof  of  the  abdomen  (if  requested),  provided  it  did  not  point  within 
the  peritoneum.  An  inquiry  arises  whether  this  is  the  only  condition  to 
be  provided  for  in  order  to  enter  upon  a  safe  operation  for  the  removal 
of  a  tumor  of  this  sort.  The  books  inform  us  of  but  few  operations  in 
such  cases,  and  no  doubt  they  are  always  to  be  considered  difficult  and 
hazardous.  This  induces  me  to  urge,  or  repeat  the  request  made  in 
your  Journal,  that  some  one,  or  rather  Dr.  Hay  ward  himself,  would  favor 
the  profession  with  a  detail  of  the  operation  alluded  to  in  your  article. 
The  lady  above-mentioned  is  at  this  time  extremely  feeble  and  much 
emaciated,  and  fears  are  entertained  that  she  may  not  survive  so  great  a 
change  in  her  system. 

My  confidence,  dear  sir,  in  creosote,  is  still  unimpaired.  As  an  exter- 
nal wash  to  an  inflamed  leg,  it  has  of  late  superseded  every  other  appli- 
cation. A  worthy  practitioner  in  my  neighborhood,  having  been  coo- 
fined  and  prevented  from  practice,  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  it  in  the 
form  of  an  alcoholic  tincture,  and  by  keeping  the  bandage  upon  his  leg 
moist  with  it.  So  far  as  I  can  judge,  he  has  been  truly  elated  with  the 
efiect,  although  he  relies  greatly  upon  the  use  of  the  bandage.    For  the 
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tooth  ache  J  and  as  a  tooth  wash,  I  consider  creosote  a  most  invaluable 
article.  As  its  name  imports,  it  certainly  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  the 
tartar  upon  teeth,  and  also  to  make  a  desirable  impression  upon  all  fun- 
gous and  unnatural  excrescences.  Whether  it  attacks  the  nerve  of  a 
tooth,  in  any  peculiar  way,  so  as  to  remove  pain,  is  a  point  of  inquiry. 
Some  might  allege  that  it  kills  the  nerve,  and  more  directly  than  any- 
thing else ;  but  this  is  also  a  point  of  inquiry  or  experiment. 

At  my  first  settlement  in  this  county  (Stafford,  Va.),  I  made  up  my 
mind  to  investigate,  as  far  as  possible,  its  botanical  productions,  with 
reference  to  medical  science  (an  effort  which  I  should  be  happy  to  see 
made  in  every  county  of  the  State) ;  but  my  engagements  have  been 
such,  that  I  have  only  been  able  to  put  down  some  general  notes  upon 
the  subject.  The  diseases^  also,  peculiar  to  the  county,  1  have  wished 
to  notice.  1  am  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  importance  of  attend- 
ing very  closelv  to  latitude  and  longitude,  or  what  I  will  call  physico- 
medical  localiites,  in  our  country.  Cases  of  neuralgia  and  hysteria  are 
constantly  occurring  among  us,  of  a  peculiar  stamp  and  character,  and 
which  evidently  demand  a  peculiar  treatment.  A  case  of  neuralgia  lately 
occurred,  which  seemed  to  baffle  the  most  judicious  treatment  which 
could  be  had.  This  was  in  the  instance  of  a  gentleman  of  wealth  and 
high  standing,  who  spared  bo  expense,  and  who  was  for  a  while  under 
the  care  of  an  eminent  physician  in  Philadelphia,  but  all  to  little  purpose. 
Much  reliance  at  one  time  was  placed  upon  strychnine,  but  that  failed. 
Finally,  after  a  severe  attack  of  spasms,  or  cramps^  he  sunk  under  it. 
A  softening  or  ramolissement  of  the  brain  is  supposed  to  have  existed, 
and  the  question  arises,  is  there  any  remedy  in  such  a  case  ?  Cases  of 
hysteria  occur,  most  of  which,  it  is  believed,  will  yield  to  the  spiiuxl  treat" 
ment,  A  blister  over  the  cervical  vertebne  has  been  of  essential  service 
in  removing  a  breast  complaint,  or  stricture  of  the  mamma.  Cutaneous 
diseases,  in  this  region,  are  peculiar,  and  require  appropriate  treatment. 

I  close,  at  this  time,  with  a  little  of  Botany.  Apocynum,  or  American 
ipecac.,  is  quite  common  in  this  county,  and  <^  is  iound  along  fences  and 
the  borders  of  woods.  The  root  is  the  part  used.  It  is  perennial,  creep- 
ing, and  brownish.  It  is  a  valuable  emetic  and  hydragogue  cathartic.'' 
Sarsaparilla,  snake-root,  and  May-apple,  though  not  abundant,  may 
readily  be  obtained  in  this  county.  H.  F. 

Hartwood,  Va.,  Sept.  12,  1837, 

'  EFFERVESCENT  DRAUGHT. 

The  following  agreeable  form  of  administering  iron  in  an  efiervesoent 
draught,  is  given  by  the  ^<  Gazetta  Eclittica  di  Verona." — 
R.  Ferri  sulphatis  crystH.  Bij* 
Sacchar*  aibi.  Biij. 
Ft  pulvis,  et  div.  in  chart,  equal,  Na  12. 
Soda  bicarbonat.  Bij. 
Sacchar.  albi.  Biij* 
Ft.  p.— divide  in  chart.    12. 

A  piper  of  each  aubataooe  'm  lepaiatdy  dissolved  ia  half  a  gla»  of 
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water ;  the  two  fluids  are  then  oiixed,  and  the  whole  taken  at  the  no* 
ment  of  effervescence.  The  chemical  products  are  a  carbonate  of  the 
protoxide  of  iron,  sulphate  of  soda,  and  a  small  quantity  of  carbonate 
of  soda. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     SEPTEMBER    20,    J837. 


NEW  THEORY. 

We  recommend  to  the  special  consideration  of  our  readers,  the  article 
occupying  a  large  part  of  this  day's  Journal.  Though  its  professed  ob- 
ject is  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  clairvoyance  in  somnambulism,  if  ia 
evident  that  the  writer  of  it  makes  that  singular  affection  but  the  occa- 
sion for  the  announcement  of  a  theory,  which,  supposing  organized  beings 
to  be  situated  between  two  mediums  highly  dense  and  elastic,  and  at  the 
same  time  invisible,  accounts  for  all  the  diversity  of  form  as  well  as  func- 
tion they  exhibit.  The  principle  of  life  is,  as  he  conceives,  a  species 
of  polarity,  which  prevents  the  two  fluids  from  uniting  while  it  exists  ;  and 
all  the  internal  m^i^ements  of  the  body,  caused,  first,  by  the  disturbance 
of  the  equilibrium,  serve  to  increase  the  preponderance  of  that  within 
over  that  without,  while  its  employment  in  the  functional  acts  serves  to 
dissipate  it.  The  difierent  periods  of  life  constitute  diflerent  grades  of 
habitual  positive  excitement  through  the  system  at  large,  and  death  is  the 
mere  restoration  of  the  equilibrium. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  theory,  our  personal  knowledge  of 
tlie  writer  enables  us  to  predict  that  it  will  be  suatSLtned  by  a  weight  of 
argufloent  and  force  of  illustration  whidi  are  seldom  met  with  in  the  sup* 
port  of  groundless  hypotheses. 


PRACTICAL  INSTRUCTION  IN  ANIMAL  MAGNETISM.* 

Aside  from  any  particular  feelings  of  dislike  or  partiality  for  the  sub- 
ject of  animal  magnetism,  candor  obliges  us  to  acknowledge  that  thia 
compact  manual  is  a  very  captivating  production.  There  is  a  peculiar 
manifestation  of  honesty  in  the  author,  who  writes  what  he  considers  ta 
be  substantially  true,  without  any  reference  to  the  opinions  of  the  world. 
Having  no  guile  himself,  he  seems  to  be  unwilling  to  believe  that  any 
one  else  can  be  influenced  by  bad  motives.  Fully  aware  of  the  ridicule 
to  which  the  devotees  of  Mesmerism  have  been  subjected,  he  shows  no- 
disposition  to  shun  the  criticisms  of  those  who  have  endeavored,  from  the 
▼ery  beginning,  to  overthrow  the  labors  of  those  who  are  toiling  in  this- 
new  field  of  philosophy. 

What  are  we  to  know  of  animal  magnetism,  unless  some  exertion  i» 
made  to  become  acquainted  with  the  facts  which  are  continually  being 
presented  ?  To  be  so  thoroughly  obstinate  as  neither  to  hear,  see  er 
read,  is  virtually  dpeiag  om*  ey^  against  the  admission  of  those  few  tnym 

*  Pncdcal  Infltraetlon  in  AnUnal  MBCietinn.  Bj  J.  P.  F.  Delense,  wlUi  nntei  tar  tii»  tfm«l»t«v 
Thomas  O.  Harttbom.    Prarldenea :  B.  Cnaiton  It  Co.,  1837.  pp.  36,  dnodocimo.  Fart  I. 
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of  light,  which  men  of  science  and  of  the  highest  respectability  are  con^ 
cenlrating  for  our  immediate  benefit.  The  mere  act  of  expressing  a 
supremo  contempt  for  the  assertions  of  those  who  have  witnessed,  over 
and  over  again,  in  different  countries,  precisely  the  same  phenomena  in 
individuals  who  were  the  subjects  of  this  newly-discovered  power,  will 
not  overthrow  it,  till  collusion  and  deep  hypocrisy  can  be  found  to  have 
been  at  the  bottom  of  every  case,  both  in  the  operator  and  patient. 

The  translator  of  this  work  has  certainly  presented  the  profession  with 
an  uncommonly  well-digested  treatise,  enhanced  in  value  by  his  own 
notes  and  the  corroborative  testimony  of  eminent  physicians.  There  is 
an  orderly  arrangement  perceivable  in  it,  which  gives  character  at  once 
to  the  matter,  however  doubtful  we  may  be  in  relation  to  the  reality  of 
the  details. 

When  the  second  part  is  published,  which  cannot  be  deferred  very 
.long,  we  have  it  in  view  (o  enter  into  a  more  minute  consideration  of  the 
probable  value  of  animal  magnetism,  as  an  agent  in  the  cure  of  diseases. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  Mr.  Hartshorn's  biographical  sketch  of 
the  life  and  services  of  Deleuze,  is  worth  the  price  of  the  hook. 


Western  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences. — How  it  happens 
that  No.  41,  due  in  July  last,  should  have  been  one  month  and  a  half  on 
the  way  from  Cincinnati,  is  more  than  we  can  divine.  But  better  late 
than  never.  Its  contents  speak  well  for  the  industry  of  the  three  editors, 
Drs.  Drake,  Harrison,  and  Gross.  Article  1st,  is  called  hospital  reportSj 
which  are  practically  useful :  a  series  of  these  observntions  would  be  read  ^ 
with  renewed  pleasure  and  advantage.  Dr.  Harrison's  clinical  introduc' 
tory  is  another  equally  meritorious  production.  This  periodical  is  deserv- 
ing of  an  extensive  patronage,  which  we  trust  it  receives. 


French  Medical  Professors. — In  the  department  of  medicine  in  the  Royal 
College,  there  are  twenty-six  professors,  and  each  receives  from  govern- 
nient,  from  two  to  eight  thousand  francs  a  year  :  the  students  are  at  no 
expense  whatever  for  lectures.  Usually  there  are  about  five  thousand 
medical  students  in  Paris.  To  be  graduated  in  medicine,  the  candidate 
must  have  received,  previously,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  also 
have  studied  four  entire  years.  At  the  termination  of  each  year,  there  is 
a  public  examination.  Dr.  Parker,  now  in  France,  writes  home  to  his 
friends  in  Cincinnati,  that  the  professors  vary  considerably  in  their  lecture- 
room  attractions.  For  example,  says  Dr.  P.,  "the  amphitheatre  will 
hold  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hundred.  I  have  seen  it,  at  the  lecture  of 
Dumeril  or  Broussais,  with  only  fifly  ;  while  at  Cruvelhier's,  Andral's, 
OrBla's,  or  Margolin's,  you  will  find  the  amphitheatre  crowded  to  over- 
flowing." y 


University  of  J^ew  York. — A  writer  in  the  Cincinnati  Journal  is  down 
upon  the  regents  for  having  suffered  the  College  of  Surgeons  and 
Physicians  to  languish  so  long,  when  the  chairs  might  have  been 
well  sustained.  He  says  the  true  cause  of  Us  decay — for  decayed 
it  has — is  owing  entirely  to  the  ignorance  of  the  professors.  By  all  ap- 
pearances, the  New  York  Medical  School  is  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming 
utterly  extinct. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Medical  tfUeUigence.  115 

Medical  Chraduates  in  Harvard  University. — The  following  are  the 
medical  graduates  in  Harvard  University  for  the  academic  year,  ending 
August,  1837. 

Ezra  Abbot,  Jun.,  Dissertation  on  Intermittent  Fever, 

George  At  wood,  On  the  Skin, 

Charles  F.  Barnard,  A. B.,  Apoplexy, 

Henry  Barnes,  Dyspepsia. 

Gideon  Forrester  Barstow,  A.B,,  Tubercular  Phthisis. 

Elijah  Whitney  Carpenter,  Measles. 

Benjamin  Eddy  Getting,  A.M.,  Delirium  Tremens, 

Joseph  Henry  Dorr,  Jun.,  A.M.,  Pleurisy, 

Hanover  Dickey,  Jun.,  Reproduction. 

Horace  Dupee,  Jun.,  A.M.,  Cancer. 

Hervey  Wallace  Eaton,  A.B.,  Bloodleiting. 

John  Warren  Gorham,  A.M.,  Pericarditis. 

Stephen  Madison  Gale,  Acute  Inflammation. 

Clarendon  Gorham  Holbrook,  Treatment  of  Fever. 

Thomas  Phillips  Jackson,  Ascites. 

William  Lebanon,  Animal  Heat. 

Simeon  Palmer,  Jun.,  Asthma. 

W^illiam  P.  Richardson,  A.M.,  Insanity. 

Joseph  Sargent,  A.M.,  Cicatrization  of  Tuberculous  Cavities  in  the 

Alvan  Smith,  Scarlatina.  [^Lungs. 

Edward  Spalding,  A.B.,  Diapnosis. 

Hiram  Bradbury  Tebbetls,  Hemoptysis. 

Charles  Thacher,  Diseases  of  Bones. 

Charles  Eliot  Ware,  A.M.,  Influence  of  Temperature  on  Mortality. 

Henry  Wheatland,  A.M.,  Natural  History  of  Respiration. 

Charles  Henry  Wheelwright,  Unimpregnated  Uterus. 

Caristopher  Minot  Weld,  A.M.,  On  the  Liver. 

Lemuel  Williams  Washburn,  A.M.,   Typhus. 

Jeffries  Wyman,  A.M.,   On  the  Eye. 

Morrill  Wyman,  A.M.,  Ventilation  of  Hospitals. 

Richard  Sharpe  Young,  A.M.,  Aneurism. 

W.  Chanining,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine, 

Medical  Degrees. — At  the  late  Commencement  at  Bowdoin  College,  the 
degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  33  young  gentlemen.  The  honorary 
degree  was  conferred  on  Levi  J.  Ham,  of  Newficid,  Me. 

To  CoBRBSPONDENTs,  &c. — The  communication  on  the  itch  insect,  promised 
for  the  present  No.  of  the  Journal,  was  not  received  in  season  to  be  inserted  this 
week. 

(t;/*  Gentlemen  having  books  belonging  to  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Journal, 
are  earnestly  requested  to  return  them  forthwith  to  the  Journal  Office,  corner  of 
Washington  and  Franklin  Streets. 

We  shall  be  very  happy  to  accommodate  "H.  F.,"  with  regard  to  the  payment 
of  his  subscription,  in  the  manner  proposed  in  his  letter. 

Died, — Near  Rodney,  Mi.,  Dr.  Rush  Nutt,  aged  57. — At  South  Reading, 
Mass.,  Dr.  Nathan  Richardson,  aged  56. 

Whole  number  of  deatba  in  Bostonf  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  16,  50.    Mnles,  35— Femalet,  St5. 

Cholera  Infantum.  S—teethine,  1— accidental,  1— fiu,  1— chronic  diarrhoea,  3— cholera  morbnt,  3r- 
aniBina  pectoris,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1— canker,  l^child  bed  fever,  9— inflammation,  ]— rupture 
of  the  liver,  1— spasms,  1— consumption,  4— hooping  cough,  1— infantile,  a—dysentery,  1— dropsv  on 
the  brain,  d—dlMaee  of  the  bead,  I— dropsy  in  the  head,  I— typhus  fever,  1— tuberculous  enteritis,  1. 
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BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

Thi  Boyliton  Medical  Coramittee,  appointed  by  the  Preeident  and  Fellows  of  Banrard  Uolvenlty, 
eonaislt  of  the  rollowing  pliytlcisni,  tIs.  : 

JoHif  C.  WABBEif.  M.D.  G^filaaat?.  Shattuck,  M.D.        Oxobos  Hatwabo,  M.D. 

Rurus  WtmaRi  M.D.  Jacob  Bioklow,  M.D.  Enoch  Hals,  M.D. 

JoHif  Rand  ALL.  M.D.  WALTxaCHAirtriRO,  M.D.  John  Wabx.  M.D. 

At  tb^  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wedneidav,  Augaat  8,  1837,  a  premium  of  fifty  dollan, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Olitbb  wxitDBLL  Holmbs,  M.D.  of  Boston,  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  questlop,  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  Is  the  best  mode  of  treating 
it  ?  "  A  similar  premium,  of  the  same  value,  wae  at  the  same  time  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes  for  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  question,  "  To  what  extent,  and  in  what  places,  has  iutermltteot  fever  been  indige- 
nous in  New  England  ?  ** 

The  following  Prize  Questions  for  the  year  1838  are  before  the  public,  viz. : 

Ist.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  beet  mode  of  treating 
this  disease?" 

9d.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat,  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation  f  (JBrytAaaui 
£iiy»iptiat09um  of  Good.)" 

DisserUtions  on  these  subjects  roust  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  G.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1838. 

The  following  questions  are  now  ofi'ered  for  the  year  1839,  vis. : 

1st.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  Rheumatism.^' 

9d.  **  What  is  Scrofula?  and  wliat  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment?  '* 

Dissertmiona  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1839. 

The  author  of  the  succe^ful  diss«rtation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to  fifty 
dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  paclcet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  device 
or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  paciiet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessftil  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  1836,  the  decretory  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz. : 

Ist.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

3d.  'i'hat  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  Iwand 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith. 

BoiToiv,  AaoutT  3,  1837.  A9— 4t  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  newspapers  and  medieal  Joamals  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully  re- 
qaested  to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whir.b  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  oflTered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  In  two  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,9  and  3,  and  in.  eates  wkieh  will  ba  treated  at  the  room  dotty. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  weelt. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPURAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Aostom,  Jtuguet  9, 1837.  HENRY  O.  CLARK,  M.D 

JOSEPH  M0RIART7,  M.D. 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY-COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  STATED  Meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  tlie  Massachnseits  Medieal  Society  will  be  held  at  tlie 
Society's  Room,  Athennum  fiuUdiug,  Pearl  Street,  on  WEDNESDAY,  4th  of  October  next,  at  II 
o'clock,  A.  M.  Sept.  90— tra.  JOHN  UOMANS,  Ree.  See*ry. 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

THE  coarse  of  Medical  Instruction  In  Yale  College  begins  on  Thursday,  Nov.  Sd,  1837,  and  it  OOB- 
tinues  seventeen  weeiis.    The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Suraery,  by    .       -       -         Thomas  Hobbabo,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by         ...      Eli  Ira*,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  ....         BEivjAMiif  Siiximaw.  M.D.  and  LL.  D. 

Materia  Medics  and  Therapeutics,  by        ...     Wiixiam  Tullt,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by         ...       -         Joivathaii  Krioht,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by--------     Timothy  P.  Bbbbs,  M.D. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7.50 ;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgaiy, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  il9.50  each :  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6— amounting  to 
$76— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 
Yale  College,  Sept.  1, 1837.  Sept.  13^0t 

TUB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communicaiions 
must  be  adaressed, pocc-paiit.  It  is  alsopHblished  In  Monthly  PartK,  each  Part  containing  tb«;  weekly 
namiierB  of  the  preceding  month,  stiuhed  In  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D,  Editor.— Price  #3,00  a 
jFear  in  advance,  $3^  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
•vary  eeventta  copy  ^mtis.— Orders  ttom  a  distance  most  be  aoconpuiltd  by  pajoMot  In  adTnne«»  er 
Mtiiteetory  refeience.— Foatage  the  nine  as  for  a  Kewapaper. 
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,  FISKE  FUND  PRIZE  DISSERTATIONS  OF  THE  RHODE  ISLAND 
MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

NO.  III.  —  BT  DAVID   KINO,  JR.  M.D.,  HEWPOET. 
[CommttnlcaMd  for  tke  BMton  Medicsl  anil  Sargical  Joomil.] 

At  m  meeting  of  the  Fisxc  FvifD  Trustees,  held  at  J^ewpori^  R.  1^  on  the  S7th 
day  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1837,  it  was  decided  that  the  DiseertatioD  bearing  the  motto, 
**  thto  in  nwrhii  pragtanda  Jim/ ;  o^f uvore,  out  aaUan  non  noeere,"  and  which,  on 
breaking  the  seal  of  the  accompanyingr  letter,  was  found  to  be  written  by  David 
King,  Jr.  M.D.,  of  Newport,  was  entitled  to  the  premium  of  forty  dollars  offered 
for  the  best  Dissertation  on  the  question,  "  What  are  the  causes  and  nature  of 
Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  best  mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  P  In 
awarding  the  premium  to  this  Dissertation,  neither  tibe  Trustees  nor  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society  hold  themselves  responsible  for  the  doctrines  herein  incul- 
cated, treatment  recommended,  or  opinions  advanced. 

C  Charles  E.  ELDRiDec, 
Signed,  7  Samuel  West, 

I  William  O.  Skaw, 

''  What  are  the  catues  and  nature  of  Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  beit 
mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  7" 

Cholera  Infantum  has  not  hitherto  received  that  attentioo  which  its 
prevalence  and  fataiily  demand.  Its  literary  history  includes  only  the 
recorded  experience  of  a  few  medical  observers,  whose  researches  tend 
more  to  illustrate  the  symptoms  and  progress  of  the  disease,  than  to  un- 
ibld  its  pathological  states  and  relations.  Its  attacks  are  almost  entirely 
confined  to  teething  children,  especially  during  the  period  which  inter- 
veoea  between  their  fifth  and  twentieth  month.  It  prevails,  during  the 
wann  season,  in  the  large  towns  of  Europe  and  tiie  United  Sttles,  and 
in  climates  within  the  tix>pics.  In  the  United  States,  its  prevalence  is 
mostly  confined  to  large  and  crowded  cities,  between  the  months  of  May 
and  October.  In  the  country  it  seldom  makes  its  appetrence,  except 
occasionally  in  villages  where  the  houses  are  very  compact,  or  in  locali- 
ties rendered  unhealthy  by  their  moisture  and  low  situation.  It  com- 
mences in  the  southern  States,  the  Caroltnas,  Alabama,  Louisiana  end 
Mississippi,  in  April  or  May;  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  in  June ;  in  New  England,  in  August,  where  the 
disease  is  most  frequent  in  September. 

Its  fatality  is  very  marked ;  it  being  about  one  fourth  of  all  the  deaths 
•aiong  children  in  our  large  cities.  Its  ravages  seem  to  increase,  as  we 
•ppmcb  towards  the  eifiator.  In  the  oity  of  Philadelpbia,  the  avenge 
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number  of  deaths,  among  children  under  Wo  years  of  age,  is  two  hun- 
dred annually.  In  1823,  two  hundred  and  fifty  children  died  of  cholera 
infantum  in  Baltimore.  In  Cincinnati,  its  fatality  is  very  great.  Dr.^ 
Cartwright  remarks,  that  the  traveller,  on  visiting  the  burial  places  of 
that  city,  is  astonished  at  the  immense  number  of  children's  graves. 

Cholera  infantum  most  commonly  commences  with  vomitings  and 
purgings,  which  are  associated  with  high  febrile  excitement.  Diarrhoea, 
in  some  instances,  precedes,  for  several  days,  the  occurrence  of  vomiting, 
but  most  frequently  they  occur  simultaneously,  or  alternate  with  each 
other.  Functional  disturbance  or  the  nervous  system,  and  slight  irrita- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  usually  precede 
the  vomitings  and  purgings.  The  matters  vomited  consist,  at  first,  of  a 
greenish  or  yellow  fluid,  and  afterwards  of  a  frothy  mucus,  and  of  drinks 
that  may  be  given  to  the  patient.  The  alvine  discharges  occur  from 
three  to  twenty  times  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours.  The  dejections 
vary  in  appearance,  sometimes  consisting  of  an  abundant  secretion  of 
mucus,  slightly  tinged  with  bile,  and  mixed  with  pieces  of  curd,  if  the 
child  have  been  fed  on  milk ;  sometimes  they  consist  of  a  copious  exhala- 
tion of  serum,  containing  small  portions  of  mucus;  sometimes  they  are 
slimy  and  bloody,  without  any  tinge  of  bile.  The  faecal  matter  is  mostly 
retained  in  the  intestines ;  small  portions  of  it  occasionally  esca|>e  with 
the  other  discharges.  The  discharges  want  the  true  faecal  smell ;  they 
are,  mostly,  sour  or  putrid,  like  water  in  which  putrid  meat  has  been 
washed.     As  .the  disease  advances,  the  secretion  of  bile  is  suspended. 

This  irritability  of  the  alimentary  canal  is  accompanied  by  a  remittent 
fever,  whose  exacerbations  are  highest  in  the  evening.  The  patient  is 
restless  and  irritable.  The  pulse  is  small,  quick,  and  frequent,  sometimes 
corded.  The  thirst  is  intense,  in  all  stages  of  the  disease.  The  tongue 
is  covered  at  first  with  a  thin  white  fur,  but  gradually  acquires  a  dry,  red, 
and  polished  appearance,  particularly  when  the  disease  is  prolonged. 

The  patient  evidently  experiences  the  same  indescribable  distress 
about  the  epigastric  and  praecordial  regions,  which  is  felt  in  the  cholera 
of  adults.  In  severe  cases,  spasms  occur  in  the  abdominal  muscles,  and 
in  the  muscles  of  the  extremities.  The  patient  draws  up  his  feet,  and  is 
uneasy  in  every  position. 

The  brain  is,  early,  sympathetically  affected,  as  indicated  by  a  ten- 
dency to  stupor  or  delirium.  The  eyes  are  either  fierce,  or  dull  and 
inanimate,  and  the  patient  sleeps  with  them  half  open.  The  head  and 
abdomen  are  hot,  while  the  extremities  are  cold. 

In  the  most  violent  form  of  the  disease,  the  vital  powers  are  suddenly 
exhausted,  the  extremities  become  cold  and  damp,  the  surface  of  the 
body  collapsed,  and  death  ensues  within  a  single  day.  Fatal  exhaustion 
rarely  occurs,  however,  before  the  fifth  or  sixth  day. 

In  many  cases,  the  vomiting  and  severe  symptoms  gradually  diminish, 
a  general  moisture  of  the  skin  and  an  equal  distribution  of  temperature 
ensue,  and  convalescence  begins  in  five  or  six  days  from  the  commence- 
ment. If  convalescence  do  not  occur  in  a  few  days,  rapid  emaciation 
takes  place.  The  whole  adipose  substance  appears  to  be  absorbed.  The 
skin  is  dry  and  harsh ;  on  the  forehead  it  appears  tight,  as  if  bound  to 
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the  bone ;  on  the  inner  part  of  the  thighs,  and  over  the  abdomen,  it  baa 
a  wilted  appearance.  The  countenance  is  contracted,  and  of  a  deadly 
paleness.  The  nose  is  sharp,  and  the  lips  thin  and  shrivelled,  as  in  old 
age.  The  extremities  are  cold  and  damp,  and  the  head  and  abdomen 
preternaturally  hot.  The  thirst  is  excessive,  and  the  desire  of  cold 
drinks  constant.  The  irritability  of  the  stomach  b  so  great,  that  cdd 
water,  the  only  drink  which  the  patient  does  not  refuse,  is  retained  but  a 
few  moments  after  being  taken.  The  disease  may  continue  thus  for 
many  weeks,  and  yet  recovery  may  occur  from  such  excessive  exhaus- 
tion and  emaciation. 

Frequently,  a  fatal  termination  isi  produced  by  the  affection  of  the 
brain,  which  assumes  the  form  of  acute  hydrocephalus.  The  little  pa- 
tient rolls  his  head  about  when  awake ;  when  asleep,  the  eyelids  are 
half  closed  and  the  eyes  turned  up.  He  gradually  sinks  into  a  state  of 
insensibility,  so  that,  as  noticed  by  Dr.  Rush,  flies  alight  on  the  eyes 
when  open,  without  exciting  a  movement  of  the  eyelids  for  their  removal. 
Death  generally  occurs  in  a  paroxysm  of  convulsions. 

Another  termination  results  in  the  more  protracted  forms  of  the  com- 
plaint.  The  disease  seems  to  fix  with  a  firmer  grasp  upon  the  intestines. 
The  aivine  discharges  are  dark  and  offensive,  and  so  acrid  as  to  excoriate 
the  parts  about  the  anus.  The  function  of  digestion  is  suspended,  and 
the  ingesta  pass  through  the  intestines  in  an  unaltered  state.  The  thirst 
is  excessive.  Aphthae  appear  on  the  tongue  and  inside  of  the  cheeks, 
and  purple  spots  on  various  parts  of  the  skin.  The  face  and  feet  become 
oedematous;  the  abdomen  tympanitic ;  the  patient  dies  in  a  comatose 
sute. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  very  uncertain  in  this  disease.  A  fa- 
vorable issue  may  be  expected  when  the  liver  resumes  its  functions,  and 
the  aivine  discharges  assume  a  natural  appearance.  The  renewed  secre- 
tion of  bile,  causing  dark  bilious  discharges ;  a  uniform  moisture  of  the 
skin,  and  a  natural  temperature  equally  diffiised  over  the  surface  of  the 
body  ;  the  cessation  of  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  of  the 
fever,  and  cerebral  disturbance,  are  among  the  favorable  prognostics.  An 
increase  of  the  cerebral  symptoms,  of  the  restlessness  and  spasms;  con- 
vulsions, extreme  nervous  sensibility,  or  coma ;  a  small  thready  pulse ; 
hurried  respiration ;  constant  vomiting;  watery, greasy,  reddish,  and  dark 
flocculose  discharges ;  stools  of  pink-colored  margin ;  cold  clammy  surface, 
and  haggard  countenance,  are  among  the  principal  unfavorable  signs. 
Dr.  Dewees  notices,  as  fatal  signs — the  appearance  upon  the  chest  of  a 
crystalline  eruption,  consisting  of  an  immense  number  of  watery  vesicles ; 
live  worms  crawling  from  the  throat,  and  the  thrusting  of  the  hand  or 
fingers  into  the  back  part  of  the  nioutb,  as  if  to  remove  something  from 
the  throat.  Dr.  Rush  says,  '<  An  emaciation  of  the  body  to  such  a  de- 
gree as  that  the  bones  come  through  the  skin,  livid  spots,  a  singultus, 
convukions,  a  strongly-marked  Hippocratic  countenance,  and  a  sore 
mouth,"  generally  precede  the  fatal  termination  of  this  disorder. 

Diagnosii. — The  disease  can  rarely  be  mistaken  for  other  intestinal 
diseases  of  infancy.  Dr.  Jackson  says  that  the  disease  has  been  some- 
times confounded  with  an  afi^tion  of  children  previous  to  the  age  of 
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dentition ;  arising  from  aome  error  in  diet,  or  from  general  debility  and 
indigestion,  in  the  nurse;  the  alvine  discbarges  being  frequent,  and  con- 
nsting  partly  of  fiecal  matter,  and  partly  of  mucus  colored  with  green 
bile,  of  curdled  milk,  and  a  watery  fluid.  This  disease  is  readily  distin- 
guished from  cholera  infantum,  by  the  want  of  that  constitutional  disturb- 
ance which  interrupts  the  growth  and  vigor  of  the  body. 

Camei  of  Cholera  Infantum.^^ln  the  6rst  place,  this  disease  has  a 
specific  miasmatic  cause.  Most  endemic  maladies,  probably,  arise  from 
some  emanation  from  the  soil,  owing  to  the  dissolution  of  animal  and 
vegetable  matter.  We  know  not  the  nature  of  these  miasms,  because 
they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  our  senses  and  the  analyzing  processes  of 
art.  It  is  probable,  however,  that,  at  first,  the  animal  and  vegetable 
matter  is  decomposed  into  atoms  of  effluvia ;  and  that  these  atoms  of 
effluvia  enter,  afterwards,  into  those  peculiar  combinations  which  consti- 
tute specific  miasms.  Our  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  febrile  miasm  con- 
sists, chiefly,  in  the  established  fact,  that  for  its  production  are  reqoired 
a  combination  of  four  elements— animal  or  vegetable  matter,  atmos- 
pherical air,  a  high  temperature,  and  water  in  a  moderate  quantity.  But 
the  circumstances  of  temperature  and  moisture,  elevation,  texture  and 
depth  of  soil,  which  determine  the  specific  fonn  of  the  febrile  miasm,  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  observation  and  experiment.  We  do  not  know 
all  the  combined  causes  required  to  produce  "  hepatitis  on  the  ooast  of 
Coromandel,  elephantiasis  in  Malabar,  beriberi  in  Ceylon,  Barbadoes  leg 
in  the  Antilles,  goitre  among  the  Alps,  the  plica  in  Poland,  cretinism  in 
the  Vailais,"  or  cholera  infantum  in  the  lai^e  cities  of  the  United  States. 
The  existence  of  the  febrile  miasm,  producing  cholera  infantum,  is  knowy 
by  its  efiects.  It  is  confined  to  particular  localities,  supplied  with  mate- 
rials for  the  production  of  miasm.  Were  the  disease  attributable  to  com- 
mon causes,  as  heat,  moisture,  and  atmospherical  vicissitudes,  this  pestis 
infantum  would  be  a  pervading  disease,  through  the  whole  range  of  tbe 
United  States.  But  its  great  source  is  to  be  found,  only,  in  our  large 
cities,  where  heat,  moisture,  a  semi-stagnant  atniosphere,  and  filth,  or 
animal  aiid  vegetable  remains,  spread  over  a  large  surface,  readily  pro- 
duce the  mtUariout  emanation. 

Dr.  Eberie  has  offered  two  objections  to  the  malarious  origin  of  cholera 
infantum.  1st.  Its  occurrence  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  pe- 
riod during  which  the  process  of  primary  dentition  is  going  on.  2d.  In 
the  eastern  cities  of  America,  particulariy  in  Philadelphia,  it  often  pre- 
vails extensively  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  some  time  before 
the  ordinary  miasmatks  diseases  are  wont  to  make  their  appearance  in 
our  climate.  To  the  first  obiection,  we  answer,  that  it  is  not  unphilo- 
aophical  to  suppose  that  a  febrile  miasm  may  be  injurious  during  tbe  first 
two  years  of  infancy,  and  that  the  increased  stability  and  Grroneas  of  the 
constitution  may,  afterwards,  resist  its  deleterious  effects.  The  second 
objection  involves  an  assumption  of  knowledge  to  which  medical  science 
.has  not  yet  attained.  We  do  not  know  the  exact  periods  of  time  re- 
quired for  the  production  of  difierent  febrile  miasms.  The  miasm  or 
yeltow  fover  itquires  tbe  cootinuance  of  tropical  heat,  at  least  for  m 
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month.*    The  miasm  of  cholera  infantum  may  require  a  less  degree  of 
heat,  for  a  comparatively  short  period. 

Among  the  concurrent  causes  of  this  disease,  we  may  mention  the  age 
of  the  patient,  dentition,  high  atmospheric  temperature,  impure  air, 
atmospherical  vicissitudes,  and  errors  in  diet,  with  premature  weaning. 

1st.  TTie  Age  of  the  Patient. — ^The  animal  organism  is,  as  yet,  id 
the  progress  of  development.  The  nervous  svstem  is  in  a  state  of 
growth,  and  undergoing  those  secret  changes  of  nutrition,  by  which  its 
organization  is  to  be  completed.  The  process  of  nutrition  causes  to  be 
centred,  there,  a  full  supply  of  blood,  and  a  high  degree  of  vascular 
action.  The  mucous  membranes  are  undoubtedly  in  a  comparatively 
imperfect  state,  in  regard  to  their  organization.  Their  consistence  is  so 
soft  as  to  be  readily  scraped  off  after  death,  in  the  form  of  a  pulp. 
When  their  organization  is  completed,  they  probably  possess  sufficient 
tenacity  to  be  dissected  off  as  distinct  membranes.  The  functions  de-* 
pending,  for  the  regularity  of  their  performance,  on  the  condition  of  the 
several  structures,  are  liable,  at  this  period,  from  comparatively  s%ht 
causes,  to  be  exalted  from  a  physiological  to  a  pathological  state.  Tbe 
ris  oonservatrix  nature,  the  power,  which,  in  the  perfect  state  of  the 
animal  organism,  maintains  an  equilibrium  in  the  distribution  of  the 
vital  forces,  opposes,  in  the  irritable  state  of  infancy,  but  a  feeble  efibrt 
to  the  action  of  febrile  miasm. 

Sd.  Deniition  is  so  marked  an  agent  in  the  production  of  this  disease, 
that  some  writers  have  thought  it  a  necessary  cause.  But  the  fact  that 
the  cholera  infantum  occurs,  occasionally,  after  the  period  of  primary 
dentition,  renders  it  unphilosophical  to  consider  it  in  any  other  view  than 
as  a  concurrent  cause.  Dentition,  in  some  rare  cases,  causes  no  general 
dbturbance  of  the  system,  and  simply  excites  an  increased  secretion  of 
saliva,  and  perhaps  of  the  pancreatic  fluid.  In  most  cases,  it  causes  a 
nM>rbid  irritability  through  the  whole  frame,  and  kindles  disease  in  those 
structures  which  are  in  a  state  of  growth,  especially  the  nervous  system 
and  the  mucous  membranes.  Its  chief  agency  is  exhibited  in  associating 
together  diseases  of  the  nervous  centres  with  diseases  of  the  alimentary 
canal.  Hence  in  cliolera  infantum  it  acts  by  producing  a  primary  cere<^ 
bral  irritation,  and  a  consequent  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 
Constitutional  h-ritation  from  teething  occurs,  chiefly,  during  the  period 
between  the  6fth  and  twentieth  month.  Hence  the  prevalence  of  cholera 
infantum  during  this  period  of  infantile  fife. 

3d.  High  Atmospherical  Tempera^vre.— This  disease  occurs,  only, 
during  the  warm  season  in  temperate  regions.  Its  prevalence  and  fatality 
are  very  marked  in  warm  climates.  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  his  work  on 
Hygiene,  explains  the  morbid  influence  of  an  elevated  temperature  on 
the  animal  economy,  in  the  following  manner :  "  The  constant  evapora-' 
tioD  by  the  cutaneous  and  pulmonary  transpiration  maintains  the  absorb- 
ents of  the  intestines  in  a  state  of  irregular  erethism,  which  predisposes 
tbero  to  a  morbid  condition.*'  High  ranges  of  atmospheric  temperature,' 
without  doubt,  have  a  tendency  to  maintain  the  functions  of  the  skin,  the 
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livetj  and  the  absorbents  of  the  intestinal  oanal,  particularly  the  apper 
part,  in  a  state  of  constant  excitement.  The  puhnonary  function,  also, 
is  not  properly  performed  in  high  states  of  temperature.  The  blood,  not 
unde^oing  its  salutary  changes  in  the  lung^,  becomes  a  powerful  agent  of 
disease.  The  morbid. matters,  retained  in  the  blood  from  the  imperfect 
exercise  of  the  depurating  oi^ans,  are  carried,  by  the  vascular  system,  to 
the  seats  of  irritation,  established  by  the  concurrent  causes  of  the  disease. 
4th.  Impure  Air, — The  impure  air  of  cities,  independent  of  the  spe- 
cific miasm,  predisposes  the  system  to  the  disease.  It  acts  through  the 
medium  of  respiration,  contaminating  the  blood,  and  lowering  the  general 
tone  of  the  system.  In  the  narrow  lanes  and  alleys,  and  in  the  filthy  and 
crowded  habitations,  of  our  lai^e  cities,  the  morbid  agency  of  impure  air 
is  seen  in  the  great  prevalence  of  this  disease.  Dr.  Parrish  has  well  de- 
scribed its  eflfects.  "  Let  any  one  take  a  walk,  in  a  summer  morning, 
through  the  thickly  built  lanes  and  alleys  of  Philadelphia,  and  he  will  be 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  children  reclining  their  heads,  as  if  ex- 
hausted, upon  the  breast  of  their  mothers,  with  a  pale  and  languid  coun- 
tenance, a  cool  and  clammy  skin,  a  shrunk  neck,  and  other  signs  of 
debility,  arising  from  their  confinement,  during  the  night,  to  close  and  hot 
apartments."  The  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  principle  seems  to  increase 
the  mortality  of  the  disease.  Thus,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  malig- 
nant cholera,  the  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum,  in  Philadel- 
phia, was  as  follows,  according  to  the  tables  of  Dr.  Emerson. 


Jane. 

July. 

August. 

Toul. 

1831. 

45 

132 

82 

259 

1832. 

25 

134 

157 

316 

5th.  Atmospherical  Vicissitudes. — ^The  infantile  system,  exhausted 
and  irritated  by  heat,  dentition,  and  impure  air,  is  extremely  susceptible 
to  the  influence  of  atmospherical  impressions.  The  cutaneous  exbaJents, 
debilitated  by  over-excitement,  fall  readily  into  a  state  of  collapse,  on  the 
sudden  application  of  cold  or  moisture ;  especially  at  night,  during  the 
inaction  of  sleep.  The  suppression  of  the  cutaneous  function  destroys 
the  balance  of  the  circulation,  and  determines  the  blood  to  the  internal 
organs. 

6th.  Errors  in  Diet. — The  digestive  mucous  membrane,  from  its  deli- 
cate, and  perhaps  imperfect  texture,  is  liable,  during  the  period  of  den- 
tition, to  morbid  action.  Nature  has  specially  protected  it  from  irritation 
by  two  expedients ;  1st.  A  secretion  of  mucus,  which  lines  the  internal 
surface  of  the  alimentary  canal.  2d.  The  milk  of  the  mother,  the  bland- 
est and  most  digestible  nourishment.  Premature  weaning,  by  substituting 
an  artificial  diet  for  that  which  Nature  has  appropriated  to  the  infant, 

E reduces  febrile  disturbance  and  irritation  of  the  digestive  mucous  surface, 
[ence  the  diarrbcBa  of  teething  children  often  follows  weaning  at  an  im- 
proper age  or  season.  The  following  valuable  remarks,  by  Dr.  Jack- 
son, are  worthy  of  attention.  <<  Children  are  benefited  by  living  princi- 
pally on  the  breast  for  twelve  months ;  their  vigor  is  evidently  impaired, 
m  almost  all  cases,  when  they  are  nursed  less  than  nine  months.    The 
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safest  period  of  the  year  for  weaDing,  is  from  the  middle  of  October  to 
the  middle  of  March ;  provided  they  be  not  weaned  under  ten  months^ 
after  December ;  under  eleven,  after  January ;  nor  under  twelve,  after 
February.  Children  who  are  weaned  at  the  age  of  twelve  months  in 
March,  are  ordinarily  safe ;  those  who  are  weaned  at  this  age  in  April 
are  less  so,  one  half  of  them  suffering  severely  in  the  subsequent  summer 
or  autumn.  In  May  the  danger  increases;  and  in  the  four  subsequent 
months,  if  a  child  of  any  age  be  weaned,  it  will  in  most  cases  be  very 
sick  before  the  middle  of  the  October  ensuing."*  In  children,  who  have 
been  weaned  at  the  improper  age  and  season,  food  of  difficult  digestion, 
and  overfeeding,  frequently  cause  disordered  function  of  the  digestive 
organs. 

[To  b«  continued.] 
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The  existence  of  an  insect,  in  the  disease  vulgarly  denoted  the  itch,  has 
been  a  subject  of  much  controversy.  The  earliest  medical  writers  allude 
to  it  only  as  a  popular  opinion,  not  entertained  by  the  learned.  Accord- 
ing to  Bateman,  the  earliest  record  of  this  insect  by  a  medical  author, 
was  made  in  the  12th  century,  by  Avanzom,  an  Arabian.  Afterwards, 
it  was  described  in  the  17th  century  by  Mouffat,  an  English  writer.  Still 
later,  Redi  and  Bononio,  Italian  physicians,  published  very  minute  de- 
scriptions of  its  physical  character.  Linnaeus  gave  it  the  scienti6c  name 
of  Acarui  Scabiei;  but  at  a  subsequent  period,  finding  a  very  strong  re- 
semblance between  this  insect  and  the  grub  of  cheese,  he  classed  them 
as  the  same  variety.  This  opinion  was  entertained  until  1812,  when 
Gales,  an  apothecary  at  the  St.  Louis  Hospital  at  Paris,  made  some  very 
interesting  researches,  and  clearly  pointed  out  the  differences  between 
these  insects.  His  researches  were  submitted  to  the  members  of  the 
Institute  and  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  who,  being  convinced  of  their 
correctness,  declared  that  the  existence  of  the  acarus  was  placed  beyond 
all  doubt.  Again,  in  1818,  it  became  a  matter  of  dispute  among  the 
most  skilful  observers,  whose  examinations  had  been  unsuccessful  It 
eluded  the  search  of  Alibert,  Lugol,  and  Biett,  who  therefore  denied 
its  existence,  and,  reviving  the  opinion  of  Linnaeus,  declared  that  the  in- 
sect which  had  been  produced,  and  believed  by  the  members  of  the  Insti- 
tute to  have  been  found  in  this  disease,  was  the  grub  of  cheese.  So  con- 
fidently did  Lugol  receive  this  opinion,  that  he  offered  300  francs  to  any 
one  who  should  take  the  insect  from  a  patient  before  his  own  eyes.  Thus 
the  matter  rested  from  1828  to  1834,  when  M.  Renucci,  a  Corsican, 
who  was  familiar  with  the  situation  of  the  insect,  from  having  repeatedly 
extracted  it  in  his  own  country,  where  indeed  the  peasants  themselves 
removed  it  with  the  greatest  facility,  extracted  several  in  the  presence  of 
many  professors  and  students  at  St.  Louis.     He  received  the  reward  of 

•  Ramarks  cfii  th«  morbid  ejfocu  of  DontttloD,  by  Dr.  James  JacksoD,    New  BafpaBd  Joomtl  of  « 
Bfedleiao  and  8w|ei7,  Vol.  I.  p.  18. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IS4  Obtervaiwns  on  the  Ldi  tuect. 

Lugol,  and  bad  the  honor  of  having  established  the  existence  of  the  acarus 
in  the  itch  as  an  article  of  medicid  faith  in  the  minds  of  the  sceptical 
professors  of  Paris. 

This  insect  is  exceedingly  small.  "  In  actual  size,  it  is  about  that  of 
a  mark  left  on  paper  by  the  gentle  insertion  of  the  point  of  a  fine  needle." 
It  is  a  mere  white  speck,  the  form  of  which  even  cannot  be  made  out. 
Seen  through  a  microscope,  its  physical  characters  may  be  quite  distinctly 
traced.  For  want  of  an  instrument  of  sufficient  power,  1  am  unable  to 
Terify  the  noinute  descriptions  made  by  M.  Raspail  and  others.  Its  shape 
is  similar  to*that  of  a  turtle.  It  is  very  hard,  being  with  difficulty  pene- 
trated with  the  point  of  a  needle ;  its  back  is  rough  and  uneven,  resem- 
bling  considerably  the  surface  of  a  scale  of  a  fish.  It  has  a  head  and 
eight  feet, — four  anterior  and  four  posterior,  of  similar  organization. 
From  the  posterior  part  of  the  body  extend,  backwards,  eight  stiflf  hairs, 
four  of  which  are  connected  with  the  hind  feet,  and  the  other  four  are 
attached  to  as  many  small  eminences  on  the  inferior  surface.  For  a 
scientific  and  more  minute  description,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a  Memoir 
of  M.  Raspail,  published  at  i^aris,  in  1834 ;  a  part  of  which  may  be  found 
in  the  chapter  on  Parasitic  Animals,  in  the  dd  volume  of  the  work  of 
Rayer  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

The  acanis  is  seldom  found  in  the  vesicles,  a  circumstance  which 
probably  accounts  for  the  failure  of  those  who  have  sought  for  it  in  vain, 
and  consequently  denied  its  existence.  Its  situation  is  a  little  distance 
from  the  vesicles,  at  the  termination  of  a  black  line  leading  from  them. 
This  line,  when  examined  with  a  lens,  appears  to  be  made  by  the  insect 
in  its  passage  from  the  vesicle,  by  dividing  the  epidermis,  or  by  destroy- 
ing it.  The  adhesion  of  the  dirt  to  this  line  gives  it  the  black  appear- 
ance, and  makes  it  distinct.  That  this  black  line  is  made  in  this  way, 
appears  reasonable  from  the  fact  that  it  is  very  seldom,  if  ever,  found 
on  the  arms  or  body,  which  are  covered  from  the  dirt.  It  has  been  re- 
marked that  the  number  of  insects  is  much  smaller  than  the  number  of 
Tesicles.  On  the  hands  this  is  not  true ;  on  the  arms  and  body  it  ap- 
pears to  be  so.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  the  insect  should  not  exist 
on  any  part  where  the  vesicles  appear.  I  have,  however,  never  been 
able  to  find  one  on  the  body,  a  circumstance  accounted  for  by  the  im- 
possibility of  discovering  its  course  and  situation.  By  carefully  picking 
at  the  termination  of  the  line  with  a  pin,  the  insect  may  be  readily  re- 
moved ;  it  clings  closely  to  the  pin,  and  may  be  safely  carried  a  consid- 
erable distance. 

The  relation  of  the  acaros  to  the  development  and  propagation  of  the 
iteh,  is  an  important  practical  inquiry.  Dr.  Good  regarded  it  as  a  con- 
sequence and  not  a  cause  of  the  disease,  and  explains  its  production  bj 
supposing  that  the  weakness  of  the  skin,  caused  by  the  disease,  renders  it 
a  "  suitable  nidus  for  worms  and  insects  to  burrow  in."  This  opinion  is 
very  unsatisfactory ;  for  the  functions  of  the  skin  are  much  more  de- 
ranged and  weakened  by  other  eruptions  than  by  the  itch,  especially  by 
many  of  the  pustular  forms,  without  the  production  of  such  insects ;  and  the 
secretions  are  also  much  less  abundant  and  foul,  and  therefore  less  likely 
.to  make  a  suitable  nidus  for  them.    In  1884,  m  student  of  St.  Loais  Hoe- 
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pital  coDOned  several  of  the  insects  underneath  a  watch  crystal.  A  de- 
velopment of  characteristic  vesicles  was  produced  in  a  few  days,  attended 
with  intolerable  itching.  This  experiment  is  conclusive,  and  establishes 
beyond  doubt  the  power  of  the  insect  to  develope  the  disease.  The  itch 
has  been  always  considered  lo  be  eminently  contagious ;  owing,  of  course, 
to  the  contact  of  the  fluid  of  the  vesicle  with  the  body.  This  may  be 
one  way  of  communication,  when  the  fluid  is  applied  in  a  fresh  state ; 
but  it  must  be  a  very  uncertain  one,  and  insufficient  to  account  for  the 
facility  with  which  it  sometimes  spreads — for  the  absorbent  power  of  the 
epidermis  is  very  slow  and  uncertain,  unaided  by  a  certain  degree  of 
heat  and  sufficient  moisture.  One  of  the  most  conmion  ways  of 
taking  the  disease  is  by  sleeping  in  a  bed  which  had  been  occupied  by  a 
person  affected.  The  fluid  of  the  vesicles,  in  a  dry  state  on  the  bed- 
clothes, could  not  be  readily  absorbed,  notwithstanding  the  favorable  con- 
ditions of  the  warmth  of  the  bed  and  the  perspiration  of  the  body.  The 
matter  from  a  chancre  or  a  bubo  very  frequently  gets  on  the  clothing  of 
a  patient,  but  the  development  of  a  chancre  in  this  way  has  never  been 
remarked.  The  escape  of  the  insect  in  the  bed  is  certainly  the  most 
rational  and  the  most  direct  way  of  accounting  for  the  conmiunicaiion  of 
the  disease.  At  the  St.  Louis  Hospital,  1  have  been  very  often  sur- 
rounded by  a  dozen  patients  with  the  itch,  and  while  searching  for  the 
insect  have  repeatedly  held  their  hands  in  my  own  a  long  time,  and 
touched  very  often  the  parts  affected,  without  ever  taking  it. 

From  these  facts,  1  have  been  led  to  doubt  that  the  itch  is  a  contagious 
disease,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term — that  it  is  communicated  by  the 
mere  contact  of  the  fluid  of  the  vesicle  with  the  surface  of  the  body. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  inoculated,  in  the  manner  of  the  vaccine  virus,  by 
inserting  the  fluid  underneath  the  epidermis.  1  shall  improve  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  make  the  experiment  of  inoculation  upon  myself. 

The  propagation  of  the  itch  by  the  insect  is  unquestionable;  but 
whether  it  is  the  only  cause  of  its  communication,  is  a  question  which  I 
shall  endeavor  to  settle,  by  positive  experiments,  at  a  future  time. 


MESMERISM. 
Tb  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jowmal. 

SiB,-— It  was  roy  misfortune  to  be  educated  in  the  old  school  of  the- 
ology, politics,  and  medicine ;  so  that  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty  that  I 
have  been  able  to  divest  myself  of  opinions,  which  I  imbibed  nearly  as 
early  as  my  mother's  milk.  But  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the  everwhelm- 
ing  evidence  of  facts.  Indeed,  as  new  converts  are  always  zealous,  it  is 
possible  that  I  may  have  vibrated  from  one  extreme  to  the  other.  I 
formerly  believed  in  the  imperfection  and  limited  powers  of  human  na- 
ture ;  but  now  I  have  full  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  the  perfectibility  of  man. 
I  was  always  sensible  that  the  compass,  gunpowder,  printing,  the  tele- 
scope, the  mathematics,  the  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
vilh  the  additton  of  ebemistiy  and  aevenJ  other  arts  and  sciances,  iiad 
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elevated  the  modems  far  above  the  ancients.  But  these  were  only  dis- 
tant approximations,  afid  there  was  a  wide  space  between  our  acquire- 
ments and  absolute  perfection.  In  our  day,  the  application  of  steam,  and 
the  discoveries  of  homoeopaihy  and  phrenology,  rather  shook  my  faith. 
Hahnemann  revealed  that  the  duodecilionlh  part  of  a  grain  or  drop  of 
medicine  is  more  efficacious  than  an  ordinary  full  dose ;  and  phrenology 
taught  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  examine  the  head  of  a  child,  to  enable 
us  to  give  him  an  education  exactly  suited  to  his  powers,  so  as  to  fit  him 
for  his  proper  employment. 

It  was  reserved  for  animal  magnetism  to  crown  the  climax,  and  demon- 
strate the  unlimited  capacity  of  man  for  improvement.  As  respects  its 
possessor,  it  gives  him  universal  knowledge,  with  little  short  of  ubiquity 
of  person.  As  knowledge  is  power,  the  energy  and  capacity  of  man  will 
be  hereafter  unlimited.  This  discovery,  alone^  far  exceeds  all  the  other 
improvements  and  advantages  which  the  moderns  possess  over  the  an- 
cients. Its  incom|$arable  benefits  are  so  numerous  and  so  extensive,  that 
I  am  able  to  glance  at  only  a  very  small  part  of  them,  in  one  short  essay. 
In  the  first  place,  as  respects  public  afliiirs,  it  will  be  an  omnipotent 
political  engine.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  have  only  to  pro- 
cure a  sufficient  number  of  magnetized  clerks,  and  while  they  sit  in  his 
office,  set  them  to  examine  all  the  vaults  and  iron  chests  in  the  Unk>D, 
to  ascertain  every  dollar  of  specie  in  the  country.  There  can  nothing 
be  secreted  from  their  all-searching  mental  eyes.  The  assessors  of  taxes, 
by  the  same  means,  can  read  every  bond  and  mortgage,  and  estimate,  to 
a  cent,  how  much  a  miser  is  worth.  Tiie  Secretary  of  War  may  direct 
bis  clerks  to  point  out  every  swamp,  cave,  or  hollow  tree,  in  which  a 
single  Indian  is  concealed  ;  or,  if  he  pleases  to  be  himself  magnetized, 
he  may  overlook  every  battle,  and  see  who  does  his  duty.  Every  gun 
and  every  round  of  ammunition  might  be  counted,  and  an  adequate  force 
at  once  be  sent  to  overpower  the  enemy.  Upon  this  principle,  the 
Florida  war  might  have  terminated  in  three  months,  instead  of  three 
years.  The  Secretary  of  State  may  read  all  the  despatches  from  foreign 
countries,  before  they  are  committed  to  the  messengers,  or  are  even 
sealed.  He  may  be  personally  present  at  the  meeting  of  every  secret 
caucus  or  cabal,  and  no  plot,  to  which  he  might  turn  his  attention,  could 
escape  his  notice. 

Animal  magnetism  will  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  morals.  The 
profligate  son  may  always  be  under  the  inspection  of  his  father,  into 
whatever  company  he  goes ;  and  the  jealous  wife  may  always  have 
an  eye  upon  her  unfaithful  husband. 

There  will  be  a  complete  revolution  in  every  science  and  art.  The 
mineralogist,  sitting  by  his  fireside,  can  explore  every  mine  in  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  botanist,  at  home,  can  examine  the  flora  of  any  section  of 
the  globe.  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  the  magnetic  influence  ex- 
tends to  other  planets,  so  as  to  enable  the  astronomer,  as  with  the  fabu- 
lous telescope  of  Sir  John  Herschel,  to  see  the  inhabitants  and  their 
occupations;  but  h&can  certainly  see  everything  passing  on  earth,  with- 
out a  telescope. 
But,  after  all>  the  greatest  improvement  will  probably  be  in  our  pro- 
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fession  ;  and  there  can  be  do  doubt  that  it  will  hereafter  be  highly  crimi- 
nal for  any  one  to  pretend  to  practise  physic,  who  has  not  been  magne- 
tized. It  will  entirely  reverse  the  nrjethod  of  acquiring  medical  knowl- 
edge. The  common  way  of  studying  anatomy  will  be  absolutely 
dispensed  with ;  for,  as  the  student  can  look  through  all  the  internal 
parts  of  the  body  at  a  glance,  there  will  be  no  further  use  for  dissections 
and  anatomical  preparations.  The  French  surgeon  may  dispense  with 
his  speculum,  and  every  disgusting  manual  examination  will  be  avoided. 
In  a  word,  every  person  to  whom  the  physician  turns  his  eye,  is  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  dead  subject.  Further:  in  all  cases  that  do  not  require 
manual  application,  it  is  needless  to  visit  the  patient  at  all.  The  prac- 
titioner can  examine  him  and  make  the  prescription  in  his  office,  without 
exposing  himself  to  the  miasm  of  the  sick  room,  or  going  abroad  in  all 
kinds  of  weather. 

The  first  thing,  therefore,  for  the  medical  student  to  do,  is  to  go  to 
Providence,  and  be  magnetized.  There  must  be  a  vai^  culpable  negli- 
gence somewhere,  or  this  miraculous  art,  which  has  been  discovered  and 
reduced  to  system  more  than  fifty  years,  would  never  have  advanced  so 
slowly.  By  this  time,  the  whole  world  ought  to  have  been  renovated. 
What  a  pity  it  is  that  our  Generals  had  not  been  magnetized,  before  the 
Florida  war. 

But  it  is  useless  to  lament  past  omissions.  We  have  now  only  to  ex- 
ert ourselves,  to  diffuse  far  and  wide  this  divine  art.  Let  the  magnetizers 
only  exhibit  half  the  spirit  of  the  phrenologists,  lecture  in  every  town, 
and  form  magnetic  associations  in  every  county,  and  a  universal  reform 
will  be  soon  effected.  All  wars  must  cease,  because  each  party  will  see 
and  know  every  preparation  and  movement  of  the  other.  The  latent 
causes  of  disease  will  be  exposed  and  avoided,  so  that  the  sick  will  soon 
disappear. 

The  first  measure  of  the  present  extra  Congress  ought  to  be,  to  put  in 
requisition  all  the  magnetizers  in  the  country,  and  set  them  to  look  up 
our  lost  money  and  credit.  There  should  be,  at  least,  one  magnetic 
professor  in  every  port,  with  an  honorable  salary,  to  inform  the  merchasts 
what  is  wanting  in  foreign  countries,  and  where  to  make  profitable  ship- 
ments. By  the  same  means,  the  merchant  could  know  the  quantity  of 
foreign  commodities  that  are  still  on  hand  at  home,  and  regulate  his  im- 
ports accordingly.    All  complaints  of  over-trading  would  then  be  silenced. 

I  well  know  that  it  takes  some  time  to  remove  old  habits  and  preju- 
dices, and  to  introduce  a  new  system  of  improvement ;  but  animal  mag- 
netism is  all  important,  so  that  no  delay  is  justifiable.  It  is  inconceivable 
why  the  magnetizers  should  confine  their  operations  to  a  few  nervous 
women ;  and  it  is  still  more  unaccountable  why  the  magnetized  should 
restrict  themselves  to  a  few  curious  experiments,  which  rather  excite  a 
coriosity  for  the  wonderful,  than  produce  any  practical  utility.  Why  is 
not  every  disease  within  their  reach  cured  ?  Why  is  not  every  shipper 
informed,  the  moment  when  his  vessel  is  wrecked  ?  Why  is  not  the 
anxiety  of  the  parent  relieved  for  his  son  who  is  travelling  abroad  ?  We 
bave  an  ample  accumulation  of  the  most  positive  and  most  credible  tes- 
timony— that  such  cases  admit  of^  if  any  proof  is  sufficient  to  substantiate 
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such  facts — that  operations  6f  this  kind  are  performed,  every  day,  at 
Providence.  Why,  then,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  are  they  not 
more  frequently  converted  to  some  practical  and  pennanent  beneGt? 
I  may,  perhaps,  be  accused  of  being  enthusiastic ;  but  I  am  conGdent 
that  a  tenth  of  the  statements  made  by  credible  witnesses,  would  more 
than  justify  all  the  expectations  expressed  in  this  letter,  of  the  incom- 
parable benefits  and  improvements  that  may  be  expected  from  animal 
magnetism.  Meshcr. 

Sept.  16,  1837. 


WORCESTER  LUNATIC  HOSPITAL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— Whoever,  like  the  present  writer,  has  received  from  the  Superin- 
tendent and  Physician  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Worcester,  the 
Reports  and  other  Documents  of  that  institution,  cannot  fail  of  having 
elevated  opinions  of  the  energy  of  benevolence,  the  dignified  display  of 
charity,  system  and  propriety,  with  which  that  hospital  is  managed.  We 
will,  if  you  please,  tender  the  homage  of  our  respects  to  the  physician  of 
that  establishment  for  the  consideration  with  which  we  were  lionored,  by 
having  transmitted  to  us  his  Reports  and  Documents.  They  are  well 
written,  well  designed,  and  well  printed ;  and  may,  from  their  coropre* 
hensiveness,  be  well  termed  an  encyclopedia  of  that  institution. 

Still,  as  that  institution,  capacious  as  it  is,  is,  according  to  the  state- 
ments given,  obliged  to  reject  scores  of  applicants,  for  want  of  accommo- 
dations, we  extremely  regret  the  omission,  and  urgently  insist  upon  the 
public's  having  the  information,  of  the  medical  mode  of  treatment  therein 
adopted.  This  is  altogether  lacking  in  the  Report.  Dr.  Rush  observed, 
that  it  had  been  said  that  every  physician  wished  to  keep  bis  art  a  secret 
This  slander  upon  the  profession  was  repelled  by  that  able  professor, 
with  proper  dignity.  But  in  these  seven  years'  reports,  notwithstanding 
tlM  moral  and  domestic  method  is  sufiiciently  detailed,  yet  the  medicu 
mode  is  not  given.  The  former  is  fully  deserving  of  praise,  and  the 
latter  we  doubt  not  to  be  equally  so,  from  the  number  of  cures.  Yet, 
although  withheld,  it  seems  to  be  ui^ently  called  for,  from  the  frequent 
mention  of ''active  remedies,"  which  are  left  undefined,  and  which  must 
remain  unknown  to  the  world  unless  revealed  by  the  Superintendent,  as 
the  phrase  itself  is  evidently  at  variance  with  what  physicians  have 
usually  considered  active  remedies.  Thus,  for  example,  we  are  void  of 
die  female  patient.  No.  3  (p.  164),  that  "she  had  been  reduced  by  de- 
pletion and  starvation,  without  any  favorable  effect  upon  her  mind." 
And  what  are  we  told  in  the  very  next  sentence  ?  Why,  that ''  she  was 
immediately  placed  under  the  influence  of  active  remedies.*'  So  here  wa 
have  a  new  display  of  the  Materia  Bledica.  Bloodletting,  cathartics  and 
emetics,  especially  when  aided  by  starvation,  have  hitherto  been  thought 
SKtive  remedies.  But  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  it  would  appear 
dnrt  a  diflbrent  view  is  entertained.  And  as  these  new  active  resnediet 
Jbady  as  we  laara,  the  desired  efibct,  should  Cbey  remain  a  secret  fcoos 
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the  professioQ  ^  We  humbly  submit  this  inquiry  to  the  SuperiDteudent, 
of  whom,  from  personal  knowledge,  and  of  whose  official  acquirements 
and  management,  no  one  can  entertain  opinions  more  elevated  tbun  the 
present  writer. 

There  is  another  subject  connected  with  these  Reports,  which  has 
long  been  one  of  contemplation,  and  upon  which  we  had  intended  to 
animadvert,  before  now.  The  Superintendent  assumes,  what  he  thinks 
that  no  one  will  hesitate  to  admit,  'Mhat  insanity,  when  established, 
should  be  followed  by  immunity  from  punishment."  (p.  172.)  We  can- 
not coincide  in  this  opinion,  especially  when  we  consider  that  it  is  a  pun- 
ishment to  every  insane  person  to  be  conGned  in  a  hospital,  to  be  con- 
6ned  at  all,  and  in  most  instances  sorely  against  his  will  to  take  any 
kind  of  medicine  Whatever.  But  there  is  another  view  still  more  sombre, 
serious  and  paramount. 

The  Superintendent  gives  the  case  of  Heller,  who  murdered  a  little 
innocent  girl  often  years  old,  by  cutting  off  her  head ;  who  afterwards 
murdered  three  of  his  own  children,  who  were  borne  him  by  a  respecta- 
ble young  wife,  whom  he  also  murdered  with  an  axe,  whilst  she  was 
nursing  her  infant  at  her  breast,  whose  infant  head  he  likewise  cut  off! 
And  yet  no  insane  person  is  to  be  punished !  If  we  appeal  to  ecclesiastical 
law,  which  enjoins  that  a  murderer  shall  not  be  suffered  to  live,  we  shall 
6nd  that  no  exception  is  made  in  behalf  of  insane  persons.  Still,  some 
commutation  of  punishment  may  often  seem  to  be  humane  and  expedient. 

The  four  last  murders  by  Heller  were  perpetrated  in  Indiana.  But 
before  they  were  connnitted,  it  was  shown  that  he  had  previously  mur- 
dered a  child,  **  under  the  most  appalling  circumstances,"  in  Dauphin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  acquitted  upon  the  ground  of  n- 
sanity.  Now  to  the  respectable  Superintendent  we  know  that  no  repe- 
tition, amplification,  or  monotony,  is  necessary  in  order  for  him  to  feel 
the  weight  of  an  argument.  And  we  humbly  submit  the  case  to  him, 
whether  it  would  not  have  been  immensely  better  that  Heller  should 
have  been  punished  by  imprisonment  for  life,  or  otherwise,  than,  after 
bis  first  appalling  murder,  to  have  been  ^  set  at  liberty,  and  then  have 
committed  four  other  murders,  still  more  appalling  ?  Five  murders  in 
the  whole  1  More  deaths  by  the  hand  of  this  monster,  than  by  the  jaws 
of  any  mad  dog  whose  history  we  recollect ;  for  it  has  been  calculated, 
that  of  twentv  persons  bitten  by  the  same  mad  dog,  upon  an  average 
only  one  has  hydrophobia. 

now  our  plan  is,  and  we  should  much  rather  that  it  would  have  ema- 
nated from  the  high  authority  of  the  Superintendent,  because  then  it 
would  have  had  some  influence  upon  the  public,  thai  no  insane  person^ 
having  committed  murder,  should  be  suffered  to  be  at  large.  The  laws 
upon  this  point  need  amending,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

One  further  consideration,  and  we  have  done.  It  is  well  known  to  all 
who  have  had  much  experience  with  the  raging  maniac,  that  fear  is  the 
only  remnant  of  reason  remaining.  He  has  lost  all  morality,  decency, 
filial  and  fraternal  affection,  self  respect,  respect  for  others,  and  honesty. 
Let,  then,  the  fear  of  punishment  be  withdrawn,  and  wo  to  the  lives  of 
Ibe  firienda  df  the  maniac,  and  to  tbosQ  of  the  feigned  raaniac. 

Cmmectieui,  Sept.  1, 1887.  C. 
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YELLOW  FEVER. 

The  fearful  mortality  from  this  disease  at  the  present  time,  in  New  Or- 
leans, so  entirely  contrary  to  what  might  have  been  anticipated  by  any 
one  who  has  read  the  learned  discourse  of  Dr.  Barton  on  acclimation, 
renders  it  worth  the  while  to  recommence  a  series  of  investigations  in  re- 
lation to  the  exciting  causes  of  this  frightful  pestilence,  which  for  many 
years  has  received  little  or  no  attention  from  medical  writers.  There  was 
a  period  in  the  history  of  this  country  when  physicians  took  a  very  bold 
stand,  one  way  or  the  other,  in  speaking  of  its  character.  While  some 
were  fully  satisfied  of  its  infectious  nature,  others  were  equally  convinced 
that  its  origin  and  destructive  activity  depended  on  local  causes  which  it 
was  possible  to  control.  Indeed,  the  process,  by  which  its  periodical  de- 
velopment in  cities  where  it  had  been  rife,  might  be  overcome,  was 
confidently  spoken  of.  Still,  with  all  the  wisdom  which  experience  is 
supposed  to  have  accumulated,  human  ingenuity  is  wholly  inadequate  to 
repress  its  reappearance,  or  ward  off  the  shafts  of  death  which  fly  from  its 
devastating  train. 

It  is  of  considerable  importance  to  ascertain  the  modern  treatment  of 
yellow  fever.  The  prescriptions  of  Dr.  Rush  were  simple  and  bold  ;  but 
whether  his  system  is  still  pursued,  or  whether  some  other  is  more  in 
vogue,  is  not  well  known  at  the  north.  When  a  hundred  men  are  dying 
daily,  and  that  for  weeks  in  succession,  in  a  city  which  may  justly  be 
proud  of  its  abundant  medical  talent,  by  a  fever  which  is  so  truly  common 
there  that  its  first  symptoms  are  recognized  by  every  person  of  intelli- 
gence, it  becomes  seriously  important  to  know  what  kind  of  medical  treat- 
ment is  meted  out  to  the  multitude  of  sick.  The  proportion  of  recoveries 
is  also  an  item  which  should  be  known.  There  is  no  expression  in  any 
of  the  New  Orleans  papers  which  leads  to  the  supposition  that  there  are 
any  saved.  Still,  it  cannot  be  possible  that  all  who  are  attacked  actually 
die.  The  physicians  of  New  Orleans,  therefore,  are  called  upon  for  a 
detailed  account. 


Jinatotnical  Lectureship, — Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  has  been 
appointed  to  deliver  the  course  of  Anatomical  Lectures  at  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  College,  Mason  Street,  the  ensuing  term, — the  Professor 
of  Anatomy  being  now  in  Europe.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  selection, 
and  one  that  will  contribute,  we  trust,  to  the  mutual  prosperity  of  the 
institution  and  students. 


Counsellors*  Meeting. — Members  of  the  State  Medical  Council  will  ob- 
serve, on  the  advertising  page,  the  notice  of  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Romans, 
who  notifies  a  meeting  at  the  Athenseum,  on  Wednesday,  October  4th. 
A  punctual  attendance  is  quite  desirable,  and  it  is  hoped,  therefore,  that 
gentlemen  residing  at  a  distance  from  the  city  will  make  seasonable 
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arrangements  for  attending.  It  has  so  happened,  for  many  years  in  suc- 
cession, that  only  a  few,  if  any,  of  the  Counsellors  from  the  western  part 
of  the  State,  are  present  at  these  meetings,  which  are  of  importance  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  Society,  and  have  a  direct  hearing  upon  the  profes- 
sional character  and  prosperity  of  all  its  fellows.  Very  many  respectable 
practitioners  of  the  interior  have  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  member- 
ship, which  is  greatly  to  be  regretted.  Every  reasonable  provision  has 
been  made  by  the  Society  to  receive  under  its  protection  all  who  have 
just  claims  upon  its  attention. 


Medical  Graduaies. — An  anonymous  correspondent  must  have  discov- 
ered, by  looking  over  the  last  Journal,  that  the  neglect  of  which  he  com- 
plained was  altogether  imaginary,  as  the  catalogue  of  medical  graduates 
at  the  late  commencement  of  Harvard  University  was  published  the  very 
morning  on  which  his  letter  was  received.  The  Dean  of  the  Faculty  has 
never  been  wanting  in  promptness  in  anything  relative  to  his  official 
duties. 

Large  Jldipo$e  T\imor. — We  are  informed  that  an  adipose  tumor,  weigh- 
ing 18  pounds,  and  measuring  27  inches  around  the  neck,  was  removed, 
last  week,  from  the  back  of  a  woman,  nged  about  60,  in  Kennebunk,  Me. 
The  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Burleigh  Smart,  of  that  place,  with 
the  assistance  of  Drs.  Emerson,  Dorrance,  Morse,  and  students  Tripp 
and  Sawyer.  The  tumor  was  removed  in  eight  minutes.  It  had  been 
growing  nearly  20  years.  Recently  it  had  ulcerated,  from  a  slight  injury, 
and  a  gangrenous  sloughing  had  commenced,  accompanied  with  con- 
siderable hesmorrhage. 

The  wound  nearly  all  united  by  the  first  intention,  and  the  patient 
seems  nearly  well. 

PsychodinaniMty — which  means.  Bulletin  of  Animal  Magnetism  in  the 
United  States.  Such  is  the  title  of  a  proposed  Journal,  to  be  published 
semi-monthly,  16  pages  large  8vo.,  at  two  dollars  per  annum,  edited  by 
Charles  Poyen,  de  St.  Sauveur.  Whether  there  are  people  enough  in 
America  disposed  to  support  it,  is  a  matter  of  doubt :  at  all  events,  the' 
name  is,  unfortunately,  a  terrible  one  to  pronounce,  and  so  unlike  any- 
thing else,  that  we  were  afraid  of  being  magnetized  in  attempting  to 
speak  it. 

HulVs  Utero^bdominal  Supporter. — A  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  has 
given  considerable  attention  to  this  instrument,  speaks  with  increasing 
confidence  of  its  intrinsic  value.  The  sale  has  been  steadily  increasing 
ever  since  it  was  ofiered  in  Boston,  which  is  one  of  the  most  positive  evi- 
dences of  the  interest  taken  in  it.  In  most  instances  the  supporter  has 
been  purchased  by  the  advice  of  physicians. 

To  CoRRBSPOifDENTs. — The  comrounicatioD  on  the  fatal  effects  of  opium  in  a 
case  of  rheumatism  will  be  given  next  week.  The  writer  of  it  is  informed  that 
the  letter  to  which  he  refers  has  never  been  received  at  this  office.  Did  he  direct 
it  to  one  of  the  agents,  or  to  the  publisher  of  the  Journal.? — The  translation  from 
the  Italian  will  also  have  an  early  insertion. 

Wbole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  S7,  38.    Males,  19~FeniaIes,  19. 

Consomption,  S—teethlng,  1— cachexy,  I— palsy,  1— apoplexy,  1— cholera  inAntum,  3— iDflamma- 
tlon  of  the  bowels,  9— atrophy,  1— dropsy  In  the  head,  9— disease  of  the  heart,  1— aneurism,  1— fan- 
greae,  l-«ld  age,  d— concaaiioB  of  the  brmin,  1— typhus  ferer,  l—croap,  1— fltUlbom,  3. 
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MEDICAL   SCHOOL  OF  HARVARD   UHaVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  In  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  In  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boeton,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.    For  tbe  following  ronr 
weekA.  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Leeuiies  will  be  given,  with- 
out adnitionai  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.       FMg, 
Anatomy,  by  Eowabd  RarNOLDt,  M.D.*  $15 

Chemistry,  by  JoHif  W.  WsssTsa,  M.D.  15 

Midwitery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  WALTsa  GHAirictiro,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medicaand  Clinical  Medicina,  by  Jacob  Bioblow.  M.D.  10 

Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgerv  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Gbo.  Ravwabo,  M.D.       10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Jo hr  W abb,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Le((islature  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  tbe  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  Amting,  and  an  ample  supply  of  sol^acts  for  tbe 
wants  of  science  will  he  legally  provided  at  a  small  ezpense. 

Tbe  Massachusetts  General  Hosplul  Is  0|ien  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  tbe 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opeiap 
tlous  are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  cortly  and  extensive  Chemical  Appaiaua, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Mediea,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CHANNiNG, 
Boetoa,  July  5, 1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  tbe  Faculty  of  Medldnt. 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  In  Eompe,  and  having  announced  his  intention  nol  to  letora 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  Univer«lty  have  appoinud  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Bay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lectures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  97.  W.  CHANNIN6,  jDsaa. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  tbe  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  Inseit 
the  above.] ._____^__ 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  rhursday,  Nov.  9d,  1837,  and  it  coo- 
tlnnes  seventeen  weeks.    The  several  branches  are  uught  as  follows,  via  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surtery,  by    ...         Thomas  Udbbabd,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by         ...      Eli  It st,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -       .       -       .         Bbn^amin  Sillimar,  M.D.  and  LL.  D. 

Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutics,  by        ...     William  Tvllv,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by         .       -       -       .         Joif athai*  Kniomt,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by Timothv  P.  Bbrm,  M.D. 

The  inatricul'Uion  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7.50 1  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Bnrgeiy, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $19.50  each  :  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6--amounting  to 
$76— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 
Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1837.  Sept.  ia~6t 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY— COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  STATED  Meeting  of  the  Cimiisellors  of  the  Massachiiseiu  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  tbe 
Society's  Room,  Aiheneum  Building,  Pearl  Street,  on  WEDNESDAY,  4th  of  October  next,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.  Sept.  9!^tm.  JOHN  HOMANS,  Jlse.  &c'ry. 

PROLAPSUS   UTERI  CURED   BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  O.  HULL'S  UTERO-ARDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prohipnt 
UUrif  and  other  disaises  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  hi 
erery  w.iy  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  Instminent  is  care- 
fully and  oMiieriy  lltted  to  the  form  ofihepatlent.  It  Invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immnnlty, 
from  the  disiressing  **  dragging  nnd  bearinc  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  neartyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patieni  herself.  Tbe  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero-Abdomlnal  Supporteis 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  Muccets  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  tbe  assertion,  that  iu  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  Induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  IsgrattCVtog  to 
state,  that  It  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  it  e  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  It. 

The  Stiltscribers  hnving  been  appointed  aieiits  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  %vill  be  promptly  attended  to.    Price,  $10. 

Ijows  Jb  Rkbd,  Boston  ;  Datid  Kimsali.,  Porumouth,  N.  H. ,  Joshua  Doboir,  Portland,  M«., 
JoiBPH  B\ucH.  Js.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Elisha  Eowabo*,  Springfield,  Mass. ;  N.  S.  Woaoaa, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  iO-^Hm 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS.  " 

H.  A.  DB  WAR,  M.D.  Intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  Tbe  nuin- 
ber  will  be  limited, and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  prarttcally  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  comroodioaa 
work-room  fur  their  exeluaive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Bo4U>n,  Oct.  7,  1836. 

THE  BOSTON  VfBDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communicniiona 
must  be  addressed,|»s«t-pmd.  It  Is  also  pHblished  in  Monthly  PartM,  each  Part  conlalninr  the  weekly 
nnmimrs  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  In  a  cover  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
yoar  In  advance.  $3.50  aOer  three  months,  and  $4,00  If  net  paid  wttbln  tbe  7ear.->-AgMit8  aHowotf 
every  aevanth  em  grmi».'-Oti9n  twm  a  diflUaee  must  be  aoeonptBM  by  paywit  In  Mhruwe,  et 
mliftjtoiy  ■•MmiM.— PoitH*  the  mbm  aa  Ibr  a  Kewapapar. 
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FISKE   FUND  PRIZE   DISSERTATIONS   OF   THE   RHODE  ISLAND 
MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

NO.  III. —  BT   DAVID   XlffO,  JR.   1I.D.|  REWPORT. 

**  fVhat  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  best 
mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  ?" 

[Cootinued  from  pa^e  123.] 

Path^logy.-^TBZ  pathology  of  this  disease  will  be  inferred  from  a 
consideration  of  the  symptoms  during  life^  and  an  examination  of  th^ 
lesions  of  structure,  in  fatal  cases,  after  death.  The  following  appear- 
ances were  observed  by  Dr.  J.  Jackson  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Bos- 
ton, from  examinations  made  during  a  period  of  several  years. 

'^  The  body  is  emaciated ;  often  very  much.  In  some  cases  the  abdo- 
men is  full  and  tense,  and  especially  about  the  region  of  the  liver.  The 
viscera  of  the  thorax  have  been  found  in  good  order.  In  the  abdomeo, 
the  liver  has  sometimes  been  found  very  large,  so  as  to  occupy  two  6ftbs 
of  that  cavity ;  but  t])is  viscus  has  not  presented  any  other  marks  of  dis- 
ease, unless,  indeed,  it  may,  in  one  or  two  cases,  have  been  rather  more 
6rm  and  solid  than  natural."  The  gall-bladder,  spleen  and  pancreas,  have 
not  been  distinguished  by  any  peculiar  appearances.  '^  The  peritoneal 
coat  of  the  intestines  has,  in  its  greater  part,  been  found  healthy ;  in 
some  cases  altogether  so ;  but  in  most  cases  some  few  spots,  or  portions 
of  it,  have  been  discolored  in  consequence  of  a  distention  of  the  small 
vessels  going  to  supply  the  internal  membranes  or  coals.  Also  in  one  or 
two  cases,  an  inflamed  line  has  appeared  on  each  of  two  contiguous  folds 
of  intestine,  just  above  their  line  of  contact.  In  every  case  marks  of 
disease  have  been  discovered  on  the  mucous  membrane.  In  the  stomach 
there  have  usually  been  observed  one  or  two  small  spots,  of  an  irregular 
shape,  in  which  the  mucous  membrane  was  red,  inclining  a  little  to  a 
purple.  The  membrane  in  these  places  has  not  been  much,  if  at  all, 
swollen.  The  stomach  is  commonly  lined  with  an  adhesive  mucus.  In 
the  duodenum  there  have  invariably  been  found  one  or  more  spots,  much 
larger  than  in  the  stomach,  in  which  the  mucous  membrane  has  been 
considerably  inflamed,  and  for  tlie  most  part  swollen.  In  almost  every 
case,  such  an  inflamed  patch  has  been  found  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  duodenum.  Other  inflamed  patches,  varying  in  size,  and  corres- 
pooding  with  the  dbcolored  portions  of  the  peritoneal  coat,  have  been 
seen  jd  the  small  intestines  in  every  case."* 

*  New  England  Journal  of  Medlcina  and  Burgory,  Vol.  I.  p.  95. 
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Dr.  Dewees  has  found,  in  the  small  intestines,  coagulable  lymph  spread 
over  the  surface,  or  in  detached  pieces.  He  notices  an  alteration  of 
structure,  from  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the  intestine,  reducing  the 
calibre  of  the  alimentary  canal  in  the  parts  where  it  occurs. 

Dr.  Horner,*  from  some  careful  and  accurate  post-mortem  examina* 
tions,  infers  that  cholera  infantum  is  a  follicular,  rather  than  an  erythemoid 
inflammation — a  disease  of  the  innumerable  mucous  glands  or  follicles 
extended  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  alimentary  canal,  rather  than 
a  common  vascular  or  erythemoid  inflammation.  In  the  cases  examined 
by  him,  the  stomach  was  of  a  sienna  color,  and  of  such  consistence  as  to 
be  readily  scraped  ofi"  with  the  finger  nail ;  the  small  and  large  intestines 
were  of  the  same  color,  and  presented  clusters  of  enlarged  and  tumid 
muciparous  glands  or  follicles.  The  follicles  were  of  the  size  of  millet 
seeds,  and  gave  to  the  mucous  membrane  the  appearance  of  having  been 
sprinkled  with  fine  white  sand.  By  macerating  the  intestines,  and  sus- 
pending them  in  spirits  of  wine,  so  as  to  remove  the  blood  and  mucus, 
the  anatomical  character  of  the  disease  was  clearly  demonstrated  to  be 
an  ulceration  and  tumefaction  of  the  follicular  system  of  the  intestines. 
In  one  case,  by  maceration  and  suspension  in  a  fluid,  he  discovered  seve- 
ral common  erythemoid  ulcerations  of  the  jejunum,  of  about  two  lines  in 
diameter,  which  were  imperceptible  during  the  dissection. 

Cruvelhier  has  described  a  disease,  resembling,  in  symptoms,  cholera 
infantum,  under  the  title  of  ^'  maladie  gastro-intestinale  des  enfans,  avec 
desorganization  gelatriaforme,"  characterized  by  excessive  thirst,  frequent 
vomiting  and  purging  of  mucous  and  bilious  matter,  rapid  emaciation,  and 
at  last  an  inclination  to  sleep,  from  which  the  patient  is  roused  by  ab- 
dominal pains,  causing  plaintive  cries,  and  violent  contortions  of  the 
body.  Fatal  collapse  often  ensued,  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  or  forty- 
five  hours.  The  chief  morbid  appearance  was  a  gelatinous  softening  of 
the  stomach,  and  the  small  and  large  intestines.  He  attributes  the  patho- 
logjical  alteration  to  a  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  the  special  nature  of 
which  is  unknown.  He  thus  describes  the  alteration  of  structure: — 
*'  Ce  ramollisement  procdde  toujours  de  I'int^rieur  vers  i'ext^rieur.  II 
y  a  d'abord  simple  ecartement  des  fibres,  que  s^pare  un  mucus  gelatineux, 
et  par  consequent  les  parois  de  Torgane  sont  envahies,  disparaissent  enfin, 
de  telle  sorte  que  I'estornac  ou  Tintestin  ramallis  ressemblent  &  de  la 
gelatine  transparente,  arrondie  en  tube  ou  en  portion  de  tube.  Si  la 
transformation  est  complete,  les  parties  d^sorganis^es  sont  entrain^es 
coucbe  par  couche,  et  ce  qui  reste  parait  aminci ;  le  p^ritoine  seui  r^siste 
quelque  temps;  mais  enfin,  envahi  lui-meme,  il  s'use,  se  d^chire,  et  la 
perforation  a  lieu.  Les  parties  ainsi  transform^es  sont  decolor^es,  trans- 
parentes,  d'apparence  inorganique,  completement  depourvues  de  vais- 
seaux,  exhalant  une  odeur  aigrelette  semblable  k  celle  du  lait  caill^, 
sans  odeur  ni  de  putrefaction  ni  de  gangrene.  Un  fait  digne  d'int^ret, 
c'est  que  les  parties  ramoliies  se  d^composent  beaucoup  moins  prompts- 
ment  que  les  parties  non  alterees  dans  leur  organization.     L'^builitioD 

£11  convertit  en  gelatine  Testomac,  et  les  intestins,  donne  une  idee  par- 
ite  da  ce  genre  d'alteration.     Je  dois  noter  ici  un  phenom^ne  bien  re- 
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marquable ;  c'est  la  coloration  noire  des  vaisseaux  qui  avoisinent  Tait^ra- 
tioD,  couleur  queje  n'ai  jamais  rencontr^e  ni  daos  les  parties  desorgani- 
a^es,  ni  dans  les  liquides  contenus." 

Tbe  peculiar  miasm,  which  produces  cholera  infantum,  acts  upon  the 
minute  ramiBcations  of  the  ganglionic  nerves,  in  the  lungs,  and  by  means 
of  tbe  blood  throughout  the  vascular  and  capillary  systems.  This  primary 
infiuence  of  the  miasm  on  the  organic  nerves  is  succeeded  by  excessive 
secretory  irritation  of  the  follicles  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  which  constitutes  the  disease.  The  minute  and  accurate 
researches  of  Dr.  Horner  evince  that  this  disease  extends  beyond  tbe 
limits  prescribed  to  it  by  Dr.  Jackson  and  Dr.  Dewees,  and  that  it  pre* 
vails  through  the.  whole  extent  of  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane* 
Tbe  constitutional  disturbance  produced  by  this  disease  is  readily  ex- 
plained by  the  extent,  the  relations,  and  tbe  important  functions  of  the  ali- 
mentary  mucous  membrane.  The  morbid  excitement  prevailing  through 
this  extensive  exhaling  surface,  causes  active  determination  of  the  blood 
to,  and  profuse  secretion  of  mucus  and  serum  from,  the  exhalents  and 
fellicles.  The  functions  of  digestion,  the  secretion  of  the  liver,  and  the 
processes  of  nutrition,  are  suspended.  Tbe  evacuations  of  sero-mucoid 
fluid  by  vomiting  and  purging,  produce'  rapid  emaciation,  drain  tbe  vas- 
cular system  of  the  serum  of  the  blood,  suspend  haematosis,  and  prostrate 
tbe  vital  forces  of  organic  life. 

The  process  of  dentition,  and  the  intense  irritation  of  the  gastro-intes- 
tinal  mucous  membrane,  produce  an  irritation  of  the  nervous  apparatus 
of  animal  life.    Hence  arise  the  spasms,  the  pains,  which  in  severe  cases 
are  agonizing,  and  the  convulsions,  which  precede  death  so  frequently  in 
this  disease.    The  contrast  between  the  condition  of  the  system  of  orcanid 
life  and  that  of  animal  liie,  is  beautifully  illustrated  by  Dr.  James  Jack- 
son, in  his  description  of  the  protracted  form  of  the  complaint.     '^  When 
asleep,  the  patient  is  impressed  with  the  characters  of  death — his  counte- 
nance deathly,  his  pulses  quick  and  wiry,  bis  respiration  scarcely  to  be 
heard ;  but  when  he  awakes,  his  clear  eye  seems  to  view  the  objects 
around  him  with  a  peculiar  intelligence.     With  the  utmost  decision  he 
chooses  tbe  pleasant,  and  rejects  the  offensive  things,  which  are  offered 
bim.     He  seems  almost  to  tell  you,  by  bis  actions,  that  bis  stomach  is 
fiiint,  and  sinking,  and  distressed  ;  that  the  call  for  something  to  support 
it  is  most  painfully  imperious  ;  but  that  the  appetite  can  scarcely  find  an 
article  which  does  not  disgust  it.    The  child  is  not  disposed  to  make  ex- 
ertions ;  hut  when  he  does,  there  is  often  displayed  a  momentary  enei^ 
of  will,  altogether  disproportioned  to  the  other  appearances  about  him. 
He  does  not  express  pleasure ;  and  at  the  most,  only  assents  to  what 
pleases  him ;  but  he  frets  at  what  disappoints  bim,  and  scolds  most 
sharply  at  what  offends  biro." 

Tbe  cerebral  irritation  is  very  likely  to  cause  congestion,  inflammation, 
and  serous  effusion.  Hence  at  last  the  animal  powers  fail — the  patient 
sinking  into  a  somnolent  state,  from  which  he  b  roused,  occasionally,  by 
excruciating  pains  in  tbe  bowels. 

Id  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  we  believe  it  to  be  situated  in 
tbe  follicular  system  of  tbe  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane.    Tbe 
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pathological  appearances  are  various,  and  the  evidence  accumulated  may 
not  seem  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  separate,  with  exactness,  the  accidental 
from  the  constant  lesions  of  structure.  If  this  be  the  case,  post-mortfra 
examinations,  conducted  according  to  the  accurate  method  of  Dr.  Hohier,* 
cannot  fail  to  establish  the  true  pathology.  The  following  considerations 
render  it  highly  probable  that  this  disease  is  seated  in  the  follicular  sys* 
tern.  1st.  Children  are  liable  to  have  the  follicles  of  the  gastro-intestinal 
mucous  membrane  highly  developed,  which  development  renders  them 
more  susceptible  to  disease.f  2d.  This  disease,  towards  its  close,  affects 
not  only  the  follicles  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  but  of  the  cutaneous  sur* 
face*  3d.  A  disease  of  the  follicles  of  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  mem- 
brane, readily  accounts  for  the  severity  of  the  constitutional  affection, 
from  their  immense  number. 

'Treatment. — The  indications  of  cure  in  this  disease,  are  to  allay  the 
irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  to  determine  to  the  surface,  to 
guard  against  local  inflammation,  to  support  the  strength,  and  restore  a 
healthy  tone  to  the  organism. 

1st.  The  leading  feature  of  this  disease  is  an  excessive  irritation  of 
the  follicles  of  the  gastrointestinal  mucous  membrane.  This  irritation 
causes  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  digestive  raucous  membrane,  and 
an  exhausting  secretion  of  sero-mucoid  fluid.  To  allay  the  irritation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  is,  then,  an  object  of  the  first  importance.  A  few 
leeches  are  to  be  applied  to  the  epigastrium.  An  enema,  consisting  of  a 
solution  of  common  salt  in  warm  water,  is  to  be  administered,  and  re- 
peated pro  re  nata ;  for  a  child,  a  year  old,  a  gill  of  warm  water  to  a 
teaspoonful  of  salt  will  be  the  proper  proportion.  The  injection  removes 
whatever  faecal  matter  may  have  collected  in  the  large  intestines,  and 
exerts,  probably,  through  the  medium  of  the  ganglionic  nerves,  a  salutary 
efiect  upon  lhe  hepatic  secretion,  and  thereby  allays  the  gastric  irrita- 
bility. Dr.  Dewees  has  seen  this  simple  remedy  frequently  relieve  the 
patient,  almost  entirely  without  the  aid  of  any  other  remedy.  The  ap- 
plication of  leeches  to  the  epigastrium  should  be  succeeded  by  the  re- 
peated application  of  warm  poultices  over  the  abdomen.  If  leeches 
cannot  be  obtained,  other  measures  of  revulsion  must  be  adopted.  The 
patient  may  be  put  into  a  warm  bath,  rendered  stimulating  by  adding 
salt;  the  surface  may  be  rubbed,  immediately  on  coming  out,  with  some 
stimulating  liniment. 

R.  Liquoris  Ammon.    3j.  R.  Tinct.  Cantharid.   3iij. 

Olei  OlivsB   Sij.  Olei  Terebinth.   Sj. 

misce  bene  et  adde  Ammonise  Liq.    3  las. 

Spt.  Camphorss   3  ij*  Saponia  Duri   3j. 

Olei  Terebinth.   3  iij.  Olei  Lioionis  3 j. 

Saponis  Duri   3  v.  M.  ft.  Linimeatum* 

misce  ben^. 

Olei  Limonis  3ij.    M. 
The  warm  bath  and  the  stimulating  frictions  should  be  used  daily 
during  the  continuance  of  the  disease,  and  may  be  repeated  accordiog  to 

!  S^^H^^*'  ^  paUiological  rHaarebes,  by  tiia  aid  of  ainntd  inJeettoiM  of  Uie  diaeMed  membrane. 
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the  severity  of  the  gastro-intestinal  irritation.  Blisters,  applied  over  the 
epigastrium,  are  a  valuable  means  of  counter-irritation.  From  their  occa* 
sional  severe  local  effects  in  infants,  they  should  be  applied  for  two 
or-  three  hours  only  at  a  time,  and  be  followed  by  the  repeated  applica* 
tion  of  emollient  poultices. 

The  vomiting  is  so  severe,  in  this  disease,  as  often  to  require  the  ap- 
plication of  particular  remedies  to  allay  it.  Dr.  Dewees  recororoendB, 
ibr  this  purpose,  a  teaspoonful  of  strong  coffee,  without  sugar  or  milk,  to 
be  given  every  Bfteen  minutes.  Equal  proportions  of  milk  and  lime 
water,  toast  water,  and  small  pieces  of  ice  (given  frequently  to  children 
of  sufficient  age),  may  be  tried.  Hops,  the  green  leaves  of  the  garden- 
mint,  or  green  peach  tree  leaves,  steeped  in  hot  water  or  vinegar  and 
water,  and  applied  warm,  and  nearly  dry,  over  the  stomach  and  breasti 
will  be  useful.  These  remedies,  with  iced  and  demulcent  drinks,  and  a 
few  doses  of  hydrarg.  cum  creta,  with  magnesia  or  soda,  will  in  many 
cases  effectually  allay  the  gastro-intestinal  irritation.  If  the  severe  vom- 
iting and  purging  continue,  and  an  exhausting  secretion  from  the  gastro- 
intestinal mucous  membrane,  minute  doses  of  sub  mur.  hydrarg.  and  ipe* 
cacuanba  may  be  administered. 

R.  Sub  Mur.  Hyd.  grs.  iij. 
Pulv.  Ipecacuanha  grs.  iij. 
Saccb.  Alb.  grs.  xij. 
Ft.  Pulveres  xij. 
One  of  these  powders  may  be  given  every  half  hour  or  hour,  till  the 
stools  evince  a  decided  restoration  of  the  hepatic  secretion.     The  mode 
of  the  operation  of  calomel,  in  minute  doses,  is  not  to  be  illustrated  by 
the  principle  of  direct  revulsion  ;  Ibr  it  not  only  changes  the  morbid  action 
of  the  follicles,  but  it  excites  to  a  healthy  action  the  hepatic  and  cutane- 
ous secretions. 

In  addition  to  this  plan,  it  is  important  to  administer  remedies  calcu- 
lated to  give  the  patient  rest  during  the  night,  otherwise  the  pain  and 
frequent  evacuations  may  produce  a  fatal  exhaustion  of  the  vital  forces. 
To  effect  this  purpose,  it  will  be  proper  to  place  the  patient,  for  eight  or 
ten  minutes,  in  a  bath  of  a  temperature  from  90  to  95  degrees  Fahren- 
heit ;  the  skin  should  then  be  wiped  dry,  and  friction  employed  to  excite 
the  surface.  A  little  paregoric  and  wine  of  ipecacuanha  may  some- 
times be  given  previously  to  the  use  of  the  warm  bath.  The  effects  of 
opiates  should,  however,  be  carefully  watched,  especially  their  influence 
on  the  brain.  If  they  have  an  injurious  influence  it  will  be  readily  seen 
OD  the  following  morning,  in  the  heavy  appearance  of  the  eyes  and 
countenance,  in  the  dryness  of  the  tongue,  and  the  enfeebled  state  of  the 
stomach. 

Another  indication  is  to  guard  against  the  occurrence  of  local  inflam- 
mation. 

Cerebral  inflammation  is  a  frequent  complication  of  this  disease.  To 
prevent  such  an  occurrence,  blisters  may  be  applied  to  the  mastoid 
apophyses.  Dr.  Eberle  always  applies  blisters  behind  the  ears,  from  the 
eomiDeaceraeat  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Farrish  says,  ^'in  severe  case% 
I  good  may  be  axpeetad  from  the  application  of  Uisteix  behind  the 
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ears.  I  was  led- to  this  practice,  by  observing  that  the  eruption,  wbicb, 
during  dentition,  is  apt  to  make  its  appearance  behind  the  ears,  often 
proves  a  most  salutary  effort  of  Nature ;  and  that  while  it  continues,  the 
infant  generally  enjoys  an  exemption  from  those  dangerous  disorders  inci- 
dent to  this  critical  period  of  life.  To  imitate  nature  as  closely  as  pos- 
sible, the  discharge  from  the  blistered  surface  should  be  maintained  for 
some  time  by  stimulating  dressings.  I  have  witnessed  the  most  bene- 
ficial effects  from  this  practice,  and  can  strongly  recommend  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  profession."  If  cerebral  irritation  be  increased  by  in- 
flamed or  swollen  gums,  they  should  be  freely  divided.  If  the  hepatic 
secretion  be  suspended,  minute  doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha  should 
be  given.  If  the  intestinal  irritation  appear  to  aggravate  the  cerebral 
affection,  after  a  few  leeches  have  been  applied  to  the  temples,  small 
doses  of  Dover's  pulv.  hydrai^.  cum  creta,  and  pulv.  antimonialis,  may 
be  administered  in  mucilage  of  gum  arabic. 

Acute  Enteritis  sometimes  supervenes  in  this  disease.  When  the 
discharges  become  bloody,  or  consist  of  a  muco-sanguinolent  fluid,  and 
tenesmus  occurs,  with  other  dysenteric  symptoms,  mucilaginous  enemata, 
with  a  few  drops  of  laudanum,  may  be  administered.  If  the  tongue  be 
red,  dry,  and  parched,  and  tenderness  exist  on  pressure  on  the  abdomen, 
two  or  three  leeches  should  be  applied  along  the  course  of  the  colon, 
and  afterwards  a  large  emollient  poultice  over  the  abdomen.  Dover's 
pulv.  and  hyd.  cum  creta  may  then  be  given,  as — 
R.  Pulv.  Dover,  iij.  grs. 

Hyd.  c.  Cret.  Bj* 

Pulv.  Gum  Arab.  Bij. 
Ft.  X.  Pulv. 
One  powder  may  be  given  every  two  or  three  hours,  till  the  symp- 
toms abate.  Gum  arabic  water  is  to  be  freely  given  in  the  mean  time. 
If  the  sanguineous  discharges  be  profuse,  a  continuation  of  opium,  ipe- 
cacuanha and  acet.  plumbi  will  be  useful.  When  the  disease  affects 
more  particularly  the  small  intestines,  as  indicated  by  vomiting,  thirst, 
a  red  tongue,  diarrhoea,  tympanitis  and  tenderness  on  pressure,  leeches, 
or  a  blister  to  the  epigastrium,  to  be  followed  by  the  application  of  a 
large  emollient  poultice,  Dover's  pulv.  and  hydrarg.  cum  creta,  and  iced 
demulcent  drinks,  will  be  our  chief  dependence.  Spirits  of  turpentine 
has  been  recommended  by  different  authors  as  a  speci6c  for  tympanitis ; 
but  clinical  experiments  have  proved  this  article  to  be  injurious  in  tym- 
panitis occurring  in  the  eariy  stage  of  enteritis.  In  such  cases,  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  tympanitis  from  the  use  of  the  turpentine  is  only  tempo- 
rary.   It  returns,  afterwards,  in  a  more  aggravated  form. 

[To  be  eonUnned.] 


FITS  — VOMITING —  NON-SECRETION  OF  UBINE. 

[Communleated  for  the  Boiton  JUddicaUnd  Sargical  Joarnal.] 

Miss  U.,  of  Clarendon,  in  this  State,  has  been  subject,  ever  since  her 
childhood,  to  what  have  been  termed  '<  fits."  From  the  description  fur- 
nisbed  by  the  iamily,  the  <<  fits"  seem  to  have  consisted  in  a  temponrjr 
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suspension  of  voluntary  motion,  the  senses  usually  remaining  unimpaired. 
Sometimes  there  have  been  slight  convulsions.  Latterly  the  inability  to 
perform  voluntary  motion  has  frequently  been  confined  to  the  lovver 
limbs — has  returned  daily,  and  lasted  from  one  to  three  hours.  For  the 
last  fourteen  years  she  has  rejected  her  food  by  vomiting.  She  eats, 
with  a  good  appetite,  the  usual  quantity  for  a  person  in  health,  and  ap« 
parently  rejects  the  whole  in  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes.  Diminishing 
the  quantity  or  altering  the  quality  of  her  food  has  no  effect  on  this 
symptom  of  vomiting.  Bowels  incline  to  costiveness.  Menstrual  func- 
tion not  materially  differing  from  the  healthy  state.  Sits  up  a  part  of 
every  day,  performs  some  labor,  and  occasionally  rides  out. 

The  symptom,  however,  which  makes  her  case  chiefly  worth  notice, 
is  a  total  suspension  of  the  secretion  of  urine,  of  more  than  a  year's 
standing.  Her  character,  as  well  as  that  of  her  family,  is  such  as  to  pre- 
vent any  suspicion  of  an  attempt  at  deception.  She  has  not  voided  a 
drop  of  urine  for  the  last  twelve  or  thirteen  months,  nor  has  a  urinous 
smell  ever  been  perceived.  It  was  suggested  to  her  physician,  Dr. 
Bowen,  of  Clarendon,  that  the  use  of  the  catheter  might  be  necessary ; 
but  on  examination  he  was  convinced  that  there  was  no  urine  in  Ibe 
bladder. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  Miss  U.  is  now  about  30  years  old, 
and  that  she  has  never  been  thought  hysterical  by  her  physicians. 

I  leave  the  duty  of  commenting  on  the  above  case,  to  you  or  your 
correspondents.  David  Palmeb. 

Woodstock,  Vt.y  Sept.  2,  1837. 


RHEUMATISM  —  OPIUM  —  DEATH. 

iCommunlcatail  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joamal.] 

Mat  7,  1837,  Mrs.  W.  R.  called  on  me  for  advice.  On  the  5th  she 
had  been  actively  engaged  in  her  domestic  duties,  and  was  exposed  for 
a  few  moments  to  a  sudden  shower  of  rain.  Soon  after,  she  began  to 
feel  a  soreness  in  the  feet,  with  extreme  tenderness  of  the  soles,  which 
extended  to,  and  soon  occupied,  the  whole  of  the  lower  extremities. 
The  parts  affected  were  so  extremely  sensitive  that  she  could  not  bear 
the  least  motion,  or  even  the  weight  of  her  clothes,  without  intolerable 
pain.  She  took  some  domestic  medicines,  such  as  hot  drinks,  put  her 
feet  into  a  hot  bath,  &c.,  and  thus  passed  along  until  the  evening  of  the 
6th,  when  she  drank  freely  of  tanzy  tea.  She  remarked,  that,  notwitb* 
standing  her  efforts,  she  could  not  sweat  any.  The  tanzy,  however, 
brought  on  a  profuse  menorrhagia,  which  continued  when  1  saw  her. 

7th.  7,  P.  M.  I  found  the  patient  unable  to  move  her  limbs  but  with 
great  difficulty ;  the  pain  was  excruciating  from  the  hips  to  the  extremi- 
ties  of  the  toes ;  there  was  but  little  swelling  or  redness,  and  that  con- 
fined to  the  articulations ;  pulse*  90,  very  irritable ;  skin  hot  and  dry ; 
tongue  very  slightly  coated,  and  moist.  She  had  just  taken  cathartic 
medicine,  which  was  operating  freely.    Under  these  circurostanoes  I 
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cotrcliitled  to  commence  the  opium  course,  and  directed  a  pill  of  opium, 
1  gr.,  conserve  ros.  q.  s.  to  be  taken  every  hour.  This  was  at  7,  P.  M. 
She  took  ten  pills  before  any  change  in  her  (own)  feelings  or  syinpiocns 
occurred,  when  diaplioresis  commenced  above  a  line  drawn  across  the 
ant.  $up.  sp.  of  the  ileum,  which  soon  became  profuse ;  all  below  this 
point  hot  and  dry. 

8th.  5,  A.  M.  She  complained  of  distention  in  the  pubic  region,  «lnd 
on  inquiry  I  found  she  had  passed  no  urine  for  18  hours ;  discharge  from 
the  uterus  diminished,  but  free.  Directed  a  continuance  of  tlie  opium 
pills,  with  spts.  nitri  dulc.  At  10,  A.  M.  again  saw  her;  she  had  mic- 
turated freely ;  diaphoresis  as  before,  and  copious ;  mind  calm  and  tran- 
quil, was  not  sensible  of  any  effect  of  the  medicine  upon  the  brain.  She 
DOW  began  to  fee!  a  pricking  sensation  in  the  first  toe  of  the  right  foot, 
which  was  very  soon  followed  by  perspiration  at  that  point,  while  the 
remaining  part  of  the  foot  and  limb  was,  as  before,  hot  and  dry  ;  tongue 
the  same ;  pulse  soft,  85.  The  weather,  up  to  this  time,  was  clear  and 
pleasant.  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  Symptoms  improving.  The  whole  right 
loot  is  sensible,  and  in  free  perspiration ;  the  limbs  continue  as  before ; 
pulse  80,  soft ;  directed  pills  every  two  hours,  diluent  drinks,  and 
quiet.  , 

9th.  A.  M.  Found  some  nausea .  and  headache ;  diaphoresis  less 
free,  and  generally  the  effects  described  by  Cazenove  as  the  result  of  an 
under  dose.  The  right  limb  was  free  from  pain  and  soreness,  with  the 
exception  of  the  knee.  She  also  experienced  some  uneasiness  from  dis- 
tention of  the  bladder.  Directed  a  laxative,  and  the  application  of 
cloths  wet  with  hot  water  to  the  pubic  region ;  gentle  diuretics ;  pills 
every  hour,  as  at  first.  12,  M.  Urine  has  passed  freely ;  diaphoresis 
free  and  general,  with  exception  of  the  left  limb;  bowels  have  not 
moved.  Repeat  cath.,  diminish  pills  one  fourth,  and  repeat  every  hour. 
10,  P.  M.  Bowels  soluble  ;  diaphoresis  profuse ;  urinary  discharge 
natural ;  mind  tranquil ;  natural  sensibility  rapidly  returning  in  the  left 
limb.  Treatment  continued,  with  direction,  to  an  excellent  nurse,  should 
any  of  tlie  former  unpleasant  symptoms  recur,  to  return  to  the  full 
dose. 

10th.  A.  M.  Diaphoresis  had  been  maintained  through  the  night; 
tenderness  much  diminished  ;  other  symptoms  same.  Treatment  con- 
tinued. 12,  M.  Same  symptoms.  10,  P.  M.  Diaphoresis  free ;  disease 
rapidly  subsiding ;  diminished  the  pills  one  third,  with  directions  to  re- 
turn to  the  full  dose  should  perspiration  subside.     Diluents  continued. 

llth.  A.  M.  Diaphoresis  free;  complains  of  a  little  nausea  and  sore- 
ness of  the  gums,  and  occasionally  double  vision  for  a  moment;  tongue 
moist,  dean,  red,  and  appeared,  together  with  the  gums,  somewhat 
spongy.  Directed  one  gr.  pill  for  three  hours,  then  return  to  former 
dose;  yeast  gargle.  12,  M.  Symptoms  improved;  no  nausea;  vision 
clear ;  diaphoresis  and  diuresis  free.  Treatment  continued.  9,  P.  M. 
Pulse  80 ;  other  symptoms  as  before.     Same  treatment. 

12ih.  8,  A.  M.  Pain  and  tenderness  nearly  subsided  ;  less  tenderness 
of  the  mouth  ;  complains  of  a  sore  spot  on  the  elbow,  and  thinks  it  is  ia 
totaetfottmoe  of  resting  upon  that  point ;  piils  diminished  one  faaif,  with 
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directions  to  resume  as  before ;  yeast  gargle ;  she  also  occasionally  swal- 
lows a  little.  The  weather,  up  to  this  morning,  continued  unifonn, 
clear  and  pleasant ;  it  now  rains,  with  a  chilly  northwest  wind.  1,  P.  M. 
Evidently  a  metastasis  to  the  right  .elbow  and  hand  ;  mouth  better;  dia- 
phoresis not  so  free ;  pulse  86.  Directed  1  gr.  doses  until  diaphoresis 
became  free ;  yeast  continued.  I  now  found  it  convenient  to  give  wine 
whey  to  aid  in  sustaining  the  system  under. the  powerful  and  contioiied 
sweating  caused  by  the  opium.  10,  P.  M.  Diaphoresis  free ;  pain  and 
tenderness  in  tlie  new  locality  diminishing  rapidly.  Directed  i  gr.  pilb, 
unless  diaphoresis  should  subside. 

13th.  8,  A.  M.  Disease  nearly  subsided ;  mouth  and  tongue  quite 
tender  and  spongy.  Diminished  pills  to  ^  gr. ;  yeast,  wine  whey,  and 
soda  powders.  2,  P.  M.  Slight  n)eta$tasis  to  left  shoulder  and  band. 
Return  full  doses  for  three  hours,  then  continue  ^  gr.  pills  and  other 
treatment. 

14th.  8,  A.  M.  All  the  unpleasant  symptoms,  except  a  little  sore- 
ness in  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  have  disappeared ;  for  the  last  eight 
hours  diuresis  has  been  dopious,  with  a  red  sediment.  Complained  early 
in  the  morning  of  double  vision.  Treatment  continued.  1,  P.  M.  The 
disease  seems  to  have  taken  leave  entirely — pain  and  tenderness  gone-~ 
she  feels  as  if  she  could,  if  she  dare,  go  about  her  house  without  diffi- 
culty. Treatment  continued.  4,  P.  M.  Sent  for  in  great  haste ;  found 
the  patient  making  an  effort  to  get  out  of  bed ;  face  flushed  ;  eyes  wild ; 
skin  dry.  In  a  few  minutes  she  became  quiet,  settled  down  upon  the 
bed ;  comatose ;  pupils  contracted  ;  breathing  stertorous ;  teeth  firmly  in 
contact.  She  was  bled  freely,  and  irritants  liberally  applied ;  found  it 
impossible  to  give  medicines  by  the  mouth.  The  pulse  60,  and  full. 
At  7  o'clock,  the  pulse  became  rapid  and  irregular,  and  at  half  past  7 
she  expired. 

1  would  add,  that  after  a  time  of  sunshine  the  weather  again  changed, 
and  it  began  to  rain  at  2  o'clock,  with  that  same  northwest  chilly  wind. 

As  much  has  been  written  of  late  in  favor  of  the  opium  practice  in 
rheumatism,  i  have  been  induced  to  report  this  case  at  length,  that  those 
interested  in  the  investigation  might  be  in  possession  of  all  the  facts 
necessary  to  the  formation  of  a  correct  judgment  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
plan.  The  relief  afforded  by  the  medicine  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
complaint  was  extremely  gratifying,  and  induced  me  to  persevere  until 
triumph  seemed  complete,  when  the  fatal  event  thus  suddenly  super* 
vened.  There  appeared  to  be  some  little  disposition  to  metastasis  coin- 
cidental with  changes  in  the  weather,  as  the  disease  seemed  to  be  yield- 
ing, and  that  which  proved  &tal  may  have  been  induced  by  the  change 
in  temperature  noticed  above.  1  think^  however,  it  might  not  have 
occurred  if  the  system  had  not  been  debilitated  or  rendered  preternaturally 
susceptible  by  the  sweating  process  as  produced  by  the  opiunu  What- 
ever tnay  be  the  correct  explanation,  the  inquiry  naturally  arises,  and  w« 
should  like  to  see  it  satisfactorily  settled,  whether  or  not  metastasis  is 
most  conunon  under  the  plan  of  treatment,  and  if  it  is,  on  the  wfaol6| 
the  iafest  course.  J« 
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INTRODUCTION  OF  AIR  INTO  THE  VEINS -^  RECOVERY. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Mediciney  at  Paris,  M. 
Amussat  communicated  the  following  remarkable  case  of  recovery,  after 
the  introduction  of  air  into  the  veins. 

On  Saturday,  July  1st,  M.  Amussat  removed  the  right  breast  of  a 
woman,  47  years  of  age ;  the  patient  was  originally  strong,  and  enjoyed 
good  health,  until  two  years  previously,  when  a  small  scirrhous  tumor 
made  its  appearance  in  the  right  breast,  and  gradually  extended  to  the 
whole  of  the  mammary  gland,  as  well  as  to  the  subjacent  and  surround- 
ing tissues.  After  having  removed  the  mass  of  the  disease,  and  laid  bare 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  M.  Amussat  prepared 
himself  to  dissect  out  the  prolongation  of  the  cancerous  substance,  towards 
the  opposite  side :  while  dividing,  for  this  purpose,  the  tissues  beneath 
the  left  clavicle,  he  suddenly  heard  a  distinct  and  intermitting  sound  of 
air  passing  into  a  cavity  through  a  narrow  orifice ;  this  sound  was  also 
heard  by  three  of  the  medical  gentlemen  present.  The  patient,  who  had 
supported  the  operation,  up  to  this  period,  with  great  fortitude,  immedi- 
ately complained  of  uneasiness,  and  of  a  sense  of  suffocation,  crying  out 
that  she  was  going  to  die.  A  second  sound,  similar  to,  the  former  one, 
was  now  heard,  and  left  no  doubt  on  the  operator's  mind  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  dreadful  and  almost  universally  fatal  accident,  which  had  taken 
place.  He  immediately  placed  his  finger  over  the  point  from  which  the 
sound  seemed  to  issue,  and  exercised  firm  pressure.  During  this  time 
the  woman's  face  became  covered  with  a  cold  sweat,  the  eyes  were 
turned  upwards,  and  she  exclaimed  once  or  twice,  <'  I  am  dying."  The 
appearance  of  the  unfortunate  woman,  the  nature  of  the  sound  heard, 
and  the  general  symptoms,  indicated  that  air  had  passed  into  the  venous 
system ;  M.  Amussat,  therefore,  lost  no  time  in  endeavoring  to  expel  it 
by  compressing  the  parietes  of  the  chest,  while  he  left  the  orifice  of  the 
wounded  vein  open.  Having  repeatedly  reduced,  by  compression,  the 
capacity  of  the  chest,  he  directed  one  of  the  assistants  to  press  with  his 
finger  over  the  venous  orifice.  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes  the  pa- 
tient began  to  feel  somewhat  better,  the  sense  of  suflTocation  diminished, 
and  M.  Amussat  terminated  the  operation  by  removing  several  diseased 
ganglia  near  the  brachial  plexus  and  axillary  vessels ;  he  then  arrested 
the  haemorrhage,  by  submitting  the  arteries  to  ''  torsion,"  and,  by  way  of 
precaution,  passed  a  ligature  through  the  orifice  of  the  vein  into  which 
the  air  was  supposed  to  have  entered.  The  wound  was  dressed  in  the 
ordinary  manner. 

On  the  above  case  M.  Amussat  remarked,  that  although  several  other 
analogous  ones  had  been  observed,  yet  he  believed  this  was  the  only  one 
where  the  patient  survived.  The  fortunate  termination  in  the  present 
instance  was  owing  to  his  having  so  quickly  discovered  the  nature  of  the 
accident  which  had  taken  place ;  and  this,  again,  depended  on  his  having 
been  familiar  with  the  peculiar  sound  which  is  produced  whenever  air 
passes  into  a  wounded  part,  an  accident  that  be  often  witnessed  and 
studied  while  operating  on  living  animals. 
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SELECTIONS  FROM  FOREIGN  JOURNALS. 

'  Tjfphus  Fever — Purgatives — Bleeding  in  Typhus  and  other  Dis' 
eases, — The  result  of  Andral  and  Louis's  observaiioDs,  lately  coromuDi- 
cated  in  Paris,  are  as  follows  :-* 

1st.  Purgatives  are  not  as  dangerous  in  typhus  fever  as  they  are  repre- 
sented to  be.  That  in  no  case  in  which  they  were  given  at  the  com- 
mencement of  typhoid  fever  have  they  increased  the  disease. 

2d.  That  in  serious  cases,  purgatives  have  produced  more  advanta- 
geous results  than  bleeding,  or  the  mixed  metliod. 

3d.  That  in  all  cases  indiscriminately  treated  by  aperients  only,  the 
mortality  has  been  less  than  by  bleeding. 

M.  Andral  said,  that  he  had  frequently  had  recourse  to  bleeding,  in 
bis  own  practice,  for  patients  in  typhoid  fever,  and  that  the  patients  had 
died  rapidly,  in  a  species  of  sub-delirium.  \Vhen  the  illustrious  Brous- 
sais  was  the  leading  man  in  the  Paris  medical  schools,  M.  Andral  says, 
''  I  had  innumerable  opportunities  of  attending  students  attacked  with  the 
typhoid  fever.  Those  young  men,  acquainted  with  the  prevailing  doc- 
trines, had  insisted  on  being  bled  copiously,  before  I  saw  them.  1  bled 
them  again,  according  to  their  constitution.  Most  of  these  unhappy  pa- 
tients sank  and  died.  It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising  that  I  should  have 
conceived  so  great  an  aversion  for  bleeding  in  typhoid  fever.  1  consci- 
entiously assert,  indeed,  that  I  have  also  seen  the  most  distressing  results 
ensue  ffom  copious  bleeding  in  other  diseases.  In  erysipelas,  for  instance, 
under  the  influence  of  bleeding,  the  skin  has  become  white,  but  phlogosis 
has  still  existed  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue ;  and  the  patients 
gradually  sank  and  died.  I  have  observed  the  same  phenomena  in  seve- 
ral cases  of  pneumonia,  though  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  bleeding  should 
be  totally  avoided  in  erysipelas  and  pneumonia,  but  the  modus  in  rebus 
should  be  observed." 


Salt  and  Watery  to  quench  Thirst  and  allay  Vomiting, — Mr.  Chap- 
man, in  the  treatment  of  cholera,  has  administered  common  salt  in  solu- 
tion in  several  cases,  apparently  with  considerable  advantage.  Mr.  Cor- 
byn  also  has  mentioned,  that  he  allowed  his  patients  to  drink  freely  of 
amgee  water  abounding  with  salt,  observing,  that  it  tended  to  act  on  the 
boweUy  and  he  did  not  find  that  it  aggravated  thirsty  an  effect  to  be 
apprehended  from  its  use.  Without  discussing  the  probable  action  of  the 
remedy,  I  simll  merely  state  a  fact  which  occurred  in  my  own  practice, 
neither  of  the  above  gentlemen,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  having  dbtinctly 
described  what  the  advantages  of  the  salt  were.  In  May,  1835, 9  sepoy 
of  the  resident's  escort  was  attacked  with  spasmodic  cholera.  I  need 
not  describe  the  case  minutely ;  excessive  thirst,  and  beat  at  the  pit  of 
the  stomach,  formed  psrt  of  the  symptoms,  and  his  calls  for  colcf  water 
were  urgent  and  incessant.  He  vomited  everything  as  soon  as  swallowed. 
I  had  lately  been  reading,  that  English  medical  men  had  tried  commcNi 
salt,  and  independently  of  its  praises  as  an  emetic,  I  saw  a  solution  of  it 
recommended  for  the  dreadful  thirst,  and  burning  at  the  praecordia.  De- 
tennining  to  try  it^  I  put  four  lai^e  table-spoonfuJs  of  salt  to  a  wine  bot- 
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tie  of  cold  water»  of  which  1  gave  a  table-spoonful  every  three  or  four 
minutes.  The  first  two  doses  were  rejected,  but  before  half  a  dozen 
doses  were  taken,  the  patient  was  relieved.  I  then  repeated  the  scruple 
doses  of  calomel  and  opium,  which  I  had  at  first  given  ;  these  were  now 
retained,  and  I  continued  the  salt  and  water,  at  the  man^s  urgent  request. 
At  length  the  gastric  symptoms  subsided,  and  it  was  not  until  he  had 
taken  nearly  the  whole  of  the  salt  and  water  that  be  discovered  its  saline 
taste.  He  slept,  and  rapidly  recovered.  The  case  is  interesting,  and 
may  be  useful,  as  regards  the  effect  of  the  salt  and  water  in  relieving  the 
burning  thirst,  quieting  the  stomach,  and  enabliiig  U  to  retain  other 
remedies,  to  an  extent  which  was  surprising  to  myself  and  all  the  attend- 
ants. I  do  not  think  it  acted  on  the  bowels,  and  I  am  sure  it  did  not 
create  thirst,  either  at  the  time  or  after wards.-*Mr.  T.  G.  Batfield, 
Afta,  in  the  India  Med.  Jour, 

Circumstances  favorable  and  unfavorable  to  Ldthotrity, — ^These  (says 
M.  Civiale)  frequently  depend  on  the  severe  disorders  in  the  urinary 
organs,  or  the  general  health  attendant  on  the  progress  of  stone  in  the 
bladder,  and  also  on  the  stones.    It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  consider,-* 

1st.  The  size,  strength,  and  situation  in  the  bladder  of  the  stone, 
whether  it  be  free  and  floating,  or  adherent ;  and  the  number  of  stones. 

2d.  The  state  of  the  bladder,  prostate,  urethra,  and  kidneys. 

3d.  The  general  state  of  the  patient. 

The  diseases  thus  classed,  may  again  be  divided  into  four  series  :-* 
The  first  comprises  the  most  favorable  cases,— only  one  stone,  of  mid- 
dling size,  friable,  even,  hard,  with  a  healthy  bladder,  the  urethra  free, 
and  a  good  constitution. 

The  second  series  offers  conditions  much  less  advantageous,  but  which 
principally  depend  on  the  size  and  number  of  the  stones.  The  treat* 
raent  then  demands  greater  length  of  time,  and  more  precaution.  In 
this  series  the  stone  is  large  and  hard,  or  else  there  is  much  gravel, — the 
bladder  nearly  healthy. 

The  cases  comprised  in  the  third  series  are  unfavorable ;  yet  do  not 
quite  repel  lithotrity,  which  succeeds  when  proper  attention  is  paid  to 
the  evil  disposition  of  the  organs.  It  will  then  be  well  to  make  one  or 
two  trials,  not  injurious  to  cystotomy,  if  at  last  that  be  necessary. 

In  a  fourth  series  we  must  place  the  cases  for  which  lithotrity  is  gene- 
rally contra-indicated  ;  a  single  stone,  but  voluminous  and  hard,  quantity 
of  gravel  of  niiddling  size,  encysted  stone,  horny  bladder,  bloody,  and 
very  painful;  prostate  hypertropbied,  painful,  strong  deviation  of  the 
urethra,  persisting  coarctation  of  long  standing ;  urine  purulent,  amnoo- 
niacal ;  kidneys  diseased,  patient  irritable,  weak,  and  worn  out. 

Originally,  paralysis  and  chronic  catarrh  of  the  bladder  were  looked 
on  as  contra*indications  of  lithotrity.  Experience  has  proved  that  these 
are  not  of  great  consequence  in  lithotrity.  Most  calculous  patients  are 
affected  with  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  more  or  less  intense.  Instead  of 
this  complication  being  increased  by  lithotrity,  it  improves  during  the 
treatnaeot,  and  generally  disappears  with  tbe  principal  disease. 
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THE  MEDICAL  STUDENT* 

Dr.  Dunglison  has  here  presented  those  pursuing  the  study  of  medicine 
with  a  work  which  is  designed  expressly  for  their  use.  It  makes  no  pre- 
tensions to  originality,  nor  does  it  contain  anything  not  to  be  found  in 
other  publications.  The  chief  merit  in  the  author  consists  in  concentrat- 
ing those  facts  which  are  always  interesting  to  a  person  who  is  commenc- 
ing a  course  of  medical  studies.  Those  whose  early  advantages  have 
been  limited,  will  be  especially  benefited  by  this  compilation.  *Io  such, 
the  glossary  of  technical  words  must  be  exceedingly  advantageous.  That 
portion  of  the  volume  which  contains  a  bibliographical  synopsis  of  the 
books  most  valued  by  the  profession,  is  the  lamest  of  the  whole.  There 
is  the  appearance  about  it  of  a  desire  to  swell  the  manuscript  into  what  a 
bookseller  would  call  respectable  dimensions.  Hereafter,  should  the 
Mboical  Student  reach  a  second  edition,  we  trust  this  barren  biblio- 
graphic heath  will  be  covered  by  something  more  valuable  to  the  reader, 
and  more  in  keeping  with  the  usual  literary  exhibitions  of  the  writer. 

The  last  division  of  the  Medical  Student  is  a  detailed  catalogue  of 
the  schools  of  medicine  in  the  United  States,  collected  probably  from 
annual  catalogues,  and  consequently  very  convenient  to  consult,  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  bird's  eye  view  which  is  given  of  ail  the  institutions 
in  the  country. 

When  we  had  completed  the  first  hasty  examination  of  this  truly  novel 
undertaking,  we  were  inclined  to  consider  it  a  total  failure,  and  unworthy 
of  bearing  the  name  of  one  who  has  toiled,  with  uncommon  success,  in 
various  departments  of  science.  But  a  closer  examination,  and  furthet 
consideration  of  the  benevolent  motives  which  probably  influenced  Dr. 
Dunglison  in  this  effort  for  the  advancement  of  those  who  are  compelled 
to  surmount  many  difficulties,  under  very  complicated  disadvantages, 
have  changed  our  first  impressions — and  it  would  be  ungenerous  not  to 
acknowledge  our  present  conviction  that  the  book  will  prove  essentially 
serviceable.  It  is  a  sort  of  introductory  medical  encyclopoedia  of  many 
things  which  it  is  necessary  to  know,  in  order  to  understand  and  appre- 
ciate the  ideas  of  authors.  Although  conscious  that  it  is  easier  to  find 
fault  than  to  produce  a  faultless  volume,  we  confess  it  would  give  us 
pleasure  to  see  such  additions  and  amendments  in  future  editions  of  this 
work,  as  the  learned  gentleman  who  ushered  it  into  being  is  well  able  to 
make. 


Mymnian  Pathology, — When  Mr.  Gobat,  a  missionary,  now  resident 
in  that  distant  region,  was  confined  by  illness,  Deflera  Matteos  and  Deftera 
Gualo,  two  learned  men,  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Isenberg  upon  the 
character  of  diseases  generally,  and  gave  it  as  the  prevailing  opinion  that 

*  Tba  Medical  Student,  or  Aldi  to  the  Study  of  Medicine,  with  a  Gloeaaiy,  Jcc,  try  Bobley  Du^ 
iliMni»MJ).    miadeliktata,  lanr. 
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they  were  caused  by  geoii.  The  Abysstnians  entertain  no  other  idea  of 
the  causes  of  sickness  and  death,  other  than  infernal  spirits  and  witch- 
crafl,  if  the  symptoms  do  not  yield  to  commonly  prescribed  remedies, 
which  contain  nothing  more  potent  than  short  prayers,  or  very  inefficient 
topical  applications.  As  in  all  countries  of  the  East,  a  foreign  physician 
is  sought  with  avidity.  It  matters  not  what  he  prescribes,  if  called  medi- 
cine It  is  taken  in  full  faith  that  it  will  effect  a  cure.  Very  much  the 
same  kind  of  respect  is  manifested  by  the  Indians  of  America  ;  however 
low  in  the  scale  of  humanity,  a  medicine  man  is  regarded  with  peculiar 
reverence. 


A  Medical  Opinion. — The  writer  of  an  anonymous  note  enclosing  the 
original  of  what  he  calls  a  medical  opinion^  by  a  quack  of  this  city,  must 
excuse  us  for  not  giving  it  insertion.  It  is  altogether  too  barbarous, — 
being  no  recognized  language,  and  therefore  poorly  calculated  to  answer 
the  intention  for  which  it  was  designed.  Were  we  disposed  to  hold  up 
to  contempt  the  pretensions  of  half  a  score  of  charlatans  who  are  driving 
a  profitable  business  in  Boston  and  its  neighborhood,  there  would  be  but 
little  room  for  anything  else.  Besides,  the  very  idea  of  persecution,  which 
a  fair  exposition  of  these  adventurers  would  be  denominated,  would  con- 
tribute both  to  their  importance  and  emolument  among  the  class  of  igno- 
rant vulgarians,  who  wrong  their  children  out  of  bread  to  pay  for  moon- 
shine. It  occurs  to  us  to  mention,  in  connection  with  the  foregoing 
remarks,  that  we  have  a  letter,  addressed  to  a  board  of  overseers  of  a 
public  institution  in  this  city,  by  a  physician  whose  name  became  quite 
familiar  to  the  Medical  Society  at  the  time  Dr.  Bartlett  was  on  the  tapis, 
beginning  thus — '^  To  ihoes  whoom  ii  consemSy  this  sertifySy^^  &c.  8ic. — 
signed  with  his  name  in  full,  with  the  affixion  of  M.D. — which  is  enough 
to  sicken  one  of  honors,  intended  to  be  the  evidence  of  professional  ac- 
quirement, when  so  unworthily  bestowed  upon  a  stupid  ignoramus. 

•d  new  Esculent  Sea-weed  has  been  lately  brought  to  England  from 
Calcutta.  It  is  said  to  possess  nutritious  properties  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  the  Iceland  moss,  without  the  bitter  principle  contained  in 
that  weed.  A  jelly  made  from  it  contains  wax,  gum,  sulphate  and  muriate 
of  soda,  with  54  parts  of  starch  in  the  100,  and  is  quite  equal  to  hlanc 
mange.  Large  quantities  of  this  fucus  grow  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cey- 
lon, where  it  is  called  the  Ceylon  moss.  It  has  been  much  employed  by 
the  profession  in  Calcutta. 

Cholera  in  Central  America, — At  no  time  has  the  destruction  'of  the 
human  race  been  greater  in  a  given  time,  by  chnlera,  than  at  present,  in 
those  countries  through  which  this  modern  pestilence  is  travelling.  In 
Central  America,  the  destruction  of  life  has  been  melancholy  in  the  ex- 
treme— whole  districts  are  represented  to  have  been  depopulated.  With- 
out any  preparation  for  meeting  the  dreadful  foe,  the  people  have  been 
swept  away  with  an  awful  destruction.  An  impression  that  the  rivers 
were  poisoned  seems  to  be  universally  diffused,  which  has  led  to  several 
barbarous  outbreakings  against  the  government,  hardly  less  fearful  than 
the  cholera  itself. 


Poison^  the  Snake  in  a  GoaVsMilk — At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Calcutta 
Medical  Society^  Mr.  Egerton  dluded  to  a  letter  which  he  had  received 
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from  the  upper  provinces  on  the  subject  of  a  snake  bite.  A  goat  had 
been  bitten,  and  the  milk  of  the  animal  was  given  to  the  family,  the  head 
of  which  was  affected  with  sickness;  he  shortly  after  quitted  home,  to 
which,  however,  he  was  soon  recalled,  and  informed  that  the  children 
were  likewise  attacked  with  sickness,  as  well  as  his  wife.  Mr.  Egerton 
descanted  on  the  remarkable  circumstance  of  the  venom  of  the  serpent 
being  communicated  to  the  family  through  the  medium  of  the  goat's  milk. 

4- 

Medical  Miscellany, — A  Life  of  Hahnemann,  the  founder  of  the  homoso* 
pathic  system  of  prescribing  billionth  doses  of  medicine,  is  about  being 
published,  with  plates,  written  by  himself  He  now  resides  at  Paris, 
where  he  contrives,  by  dint  of  German  perseverance,  to  keep  all  the 
world  talking  about  himself  and  his  system. — The  cholera  is  travelling, 
with  unabated  fury,  through  the  cities  of  Italy.  At  Marseilles  and  Trieste 
the  consternation  has  been  very  great. — A  French  baron  is  making  an 
unusual  excitement  in  London,  by  his  public  lectures  on  animal  magnet- 
ism.— The  term  Jllbino  is  said  to  be  of  East  Indian  origin — meaning  a 
light-shunning  beetle,  blatta  gigantea, — A  man  in  England,  being  sen- 
tenced to  three  years'  imprisonment,  swallowed  seven  half  crowns,  lest 
they  should  be  taken  from  him.  No  bad  effects  were  developed  till  the 
expiration  of  twenty-seven  months,  when  complaining  of  a  slight  pain  and 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  a  dose  of  medicine  brought  away  the  whole 
number. — Dr.  Dunbar,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  appointed  Frofessor  of 
Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  at  Washington. — Dr.  J.  Pancoast,  of 
Philadelphia,  will  commence  a  course  of  lectures  on  anatomy  and  opera- 
tive surgery,  probably  the  present  month.  His  winter  course  will  open 
the  first  of  November.  Gentlemen  belonging  to  the  North,  who  are  de- 
sirous of  improving  as  much  as  possible  while  they  remain  in  that  city, 
are  confidently  recommended  to  take  Dr.  Pancoast 's  ticket. — A  physician 
in  a  neighboring  city  has  been  indicted  for  procuring  an  abortion,  under 
highly  criminal  circumstances,  the  particulars  of  which  may  be  given 
hereafter. — The  physician  of  the  N.  Orleans  Charity  Hospital,  Dr.  Stoan, 
has  furnished  a  very  satisfactory  notice  of  the  present  state  of  the  public 
health,  which  shows  that  the  number  of  yellow  fever  patients  admitted  to 
that  institution,  is  rapidly  diminishing. — Ten  cases  of  yellow  fever  were 
reported  at  Natchez  on  the  19th  ult. — Several  cases  are  given  in  the 
London  Lancet,  showing  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  external  application 
of  colchicum  in  gout. — Mr.  Wakley,  surgeon,  of  London,  and  editor  of 
the  Lancet,  has  been  again  elected  Member  of  the  British  Parliament  for 
Finsbury. — M.  D.  Koninck,  of  Belgium,  has  discovered  a  medicine 
which  he  calls  phhrizine,  which  is  an  extract  from  apple-tree  bark.  Inter- 
mittents,  which  could  not  be  cured  by  quinine,  are  represented  to  have 
yielded  under  the  potent  influence  of  this  article. 

Died, — In  Lexinffton,  Mass.  Dr.  Joseph  Fiske,  aged  85. — In  Newport,  R.  I.> 
Dr.  John  P.  Mann,  fe ;  Dr.  William  Turner,  a  highly  esteemed  physician,  aged 
64. — ^In  Framingham,  Maes.  Dr.  John  T.  Kittredge,  aged  26.--In  London,  Mr. 
Lynn,  aged  84,  a  distinguished  surgeon,  and  almost  the  last  survivor  of  the  per- 
sonal friends  of  John  Hunter.— At  Princeton,  Washington  Co.,  Mi.,  Dr.  Matthew 
Irvine  Millikin,  aged  ^  late  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  30,  38.    Males,  93— Females,  15. 

Consumption,  4— inflammation  of  the  lanp,  1— booplDg-congh,  1— dysentery,  5— cholera  Infantum, 
5— by  flUling  or  a  bank  of  earth,  1— croup,  1— apoplexy,  I— measles,  1— scarlatina,  ]~t;rpbu8  fever, 
1— <ad  age,  1— cajiker  In  ttie  bowels,  I— diopqr,  1— diabetes,  l->diowned,  1— dianboBa,  1— stinbom,  1. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

COLLEGE   or    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS. 

THE  LectarM  cooimeDee  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  of  each  year,  and  eootinne  for  Axtr 
monihs. 

J.  AuouiTiifB  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Phvsiolofy 

ALBXARDaa  H.  Stbvbki,  M.D.,  Professor  or  Clinical  Barcery,  (to  loctare  at  (be  N.  York  Hospital.) 

Josaru  Mathcs  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine* 

Edward  DsLAriELD,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Ibe  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

John  B.  Baca,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurlapradence. 

John  Toaacr,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  itnd  Botany. 

JoHiv  R.  Ehiuclandbr,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy.    (J>ctare8  on  General,  Surgical  and  Fatbo> 
logical  Anatomy.)  ^^ 

Albaiv  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Amabiah  baioHAM,  M.D.  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

Dcmmutratora.—J A.ULi  QuAcaaffsuiH,  M.D.,   J.  B.  Swett,  M.D. 

The  expense  of  attending  a  eompleie  course  of  Lectures  by  ail  (be  Professors,  is  $108.  The  matrieo- 
latton  fee,  which  is  $5,  entitles  the  student  to  the  use  of  the  College  Library.    Graduation  fee,  $S5. 

Oct.  4--4C.  NirOLL  H.  DER1N6,  M.D.,  Registrar. 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL  OF  HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o*clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.    For  tlie  following  fiMir 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out addiiioiiat  expeniie,  to  such  students  a«  mny  remain. 
Tlie  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  elass  of  the  ensuing  season.       Fes*. 
Anatomy,  by  Eowahd  Bbtnolds,  M.D.*  $15 

Chemistry,  by  Jo  HIV  W.  Wbhitks,  M.D.  15 

Midwilery  aiid  .Miedical  Jurisprudence,  by  Waltbb  CHARfviifo,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bioelow.  M.D.  10 

Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgerv  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Geo.  Havwabd,  M.D.       10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Jomk  Ware,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Le»i!«laiure  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prae- 
tieai  Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  ex|>ense. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  o|>en  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectures  of  the 
physteians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  open- 
Uoiis  are  freouent. 

To  the  Medical  College  Is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costiv  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Gollectiona  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materlu  Medica,  and  Healiiiy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Enmpe,  and  having  annonnced  his  intention  not  to  retura 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  University  tmve  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lectures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  37.  W.  CHANNING,  2>ean. 

[Printera  whose  papera  eonUin  the  advertisement  of  the  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  insert 
the  above.] 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

THE  couree  of  Medical  instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  I'hursday,  Nov.  Sd,  1837,  and  it  cou« 
tinues  seventeen  weeks.    The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by    -       .       .  Thomas  Uubsabo,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by         ...      Eli  Itei,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  ....  Bbitjamiiv  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.  D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by        -       -       -     William  Tullt,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -       -       .        _         JoivATHAif  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by Timotht  P.  Berrs,  M.D. 

The  inatricnlaiion  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7..'S0  ;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $12.50  each  ;  and  for  Obstetrics,  f6— amounting  to 
f76— the  whole  to  be  paid  In  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 
Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1837.  Sept.  13— 6t 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY.—COUNSELLORS*  MEETING. 

A  STATBD  Meeting  of  the  Counsellora  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  ba  held  at  the 
Society's  Room,  Athenaeum  Building,  Pearl  Street,  on  WEDNESDAY,  4th  of  October  next,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.  Sept.  ao-tm.  JOHN  HOMANS,  Ase.  Sse'ry. 

THEODORE  METCALF— APOTHECARY, 

NO.  33  Tremont  street,  ten  doors  north  of  the  Tremoni  House,  devotes  his  chief  attention  to  com- 
pounding prescriptions ;  and  assures  physicians  that,  in  his  establishment,  no  peraons  will  be  en- 
trusted with  this  datjf,  except  thoee  of  skill  and  experience,  and  no  articles  ased  but  those  of  the 
best  quality. 

T.  A.  keeps  no  qttaek  medUines^  but  chooses  to  rely  for  support  upon  regnlar  practltionen  and  their 
patients.    He  is  permitted  to  refer  to  Dre.  Jackson  and  Reynolds. 
May  34.  3m 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, po«(-patd.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
vear  in  advance,  $3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis — Orden  ft-om  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  la  advanee,  or 
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"  f¥hai  are  the  causes  and  nature  of  Cholera  Infantum,  and  the  best 
mode  of  treatment  to  be  employed  therein  V^ 

[Concluded  from  jMige  138.] 

Cholera  Infantum  frequently  terminates  in  chronic  diarrhoea.  The 
stomach  is  very  much  eRfeebled,  and  incnpable  of  performing  its  funo- 
ttoiis.  Its  irritability  increases  with  its  debility,  and  it  rejects,  almost 
immediately,  whatever  nourishment  may  be  taken.  The  skin  is  dry  and 
withered,  the  patient  restless  and  irritable.  The  stools  vary  in  appear- 
ance, according  to  the  existence  of  acidity,  the  state  of  the  hepatic  secre- 
tion, and  the  degree  of  inflammation.  If  the  evacuations  be  sour,  green- 
ish, watery  and  frothy,  alkaline  and  cretaceous  preparations  should  be 
employed,  as — 

R.  Greta  ppt.  3iij.  or  Garb.  Sod»    3JS8. 

Tinct.  Thebaic,  gtt.  xx.—xxx. 

Ol.  Ginnam.  gt.  j. 

Saccb.  Alb.    3ij. 

Aq.  Font.    Siij. 
M.  a,  Julap.    (Dewees.) 
S.  tea-apoonfoi  every  two,  three,  or  four  hours. 

Dr.  Ktthn,  of  Philadelphia,  was  in  the  habit  of  giving  a  tea-spoonful 
of  tbc  feUowing  mixture  every  two  hours,  to  correct  acidity. 
R.  Magnesis  calcin.    9iv. 
Pulv.  G.  Arab.   9j. 
Sacch.  Alb.   3ij. 
Aq.  Menth.   388. 
Aq.  FoDtaiMs   3iJB8. 
M.  adda  Aq.  Ammonin,  pur.  gtt.  xlviij.  to  cixiv.  nooordin^  to  the 
age  of  the  patient. 
FreparatioQS  of  rhubarb  will  also  be  useful,  from  their  tonic  efiect  on 
the  stomach  and  bowels.     A  tea-spoonful  of  spiced  or  simple  syrup  of 
rhubarb,  oorebined  with  a  small  quantity  of  laudanum,  may  be  given 
every  three  hours  till  it  checks  the  too  frequent  discharges.     To  correct 
the  functional  disorder  of  the  liver,  one  fourth  of  a  grain  of  caloiDel,  with 
one  half  of  a  grain  of  Dover's  powder,  or  ooe  twentieth  of  a  grain  of 
opium,  may  be  given  every  four  hours.     A  few  grains  of  prepared  chalk 
loay  be  (tdded  to  each  powder,  to  correct  the  acidity  of  the  prims  vi». 
10 
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To  prevent  the  too  sudden  suppression  of  ihe  dischart^es,  the  bowels 
must  be  regulated  by  an  occasional  dose  of  castor  oil,  with  a  few  drops 
of  laudanum. 

When  the  tongue  is  dry  and  coated,  or  dry,  smooth  and  polished,*  the 
discharges  black,  pitchy,  and  exhausting,  and  the  skin  of  a  shrivelled  ap- 
pearance. Dr.  Cartwright  advises  a  liiile  of  the  ext.  of  white  walnut,  one 
6flh  of  a  grain  of  acet.  plunibi,  and  a  very  minute  portion  of  opium,  given 
e?ery  three  or  four  hours.  He  also  uses  the  croton  oil,  for  the  exhaust- 
ing discharges ;  one  third  of  a  drop,  in  syrup  of  roses,  may  be  given  to  a 
child  a  year  old,  when  the  abdomen  is  tense,  sore  and  swollen,  and  the 
pulsation  of  the  carotids  is  quick  and  weak. 

When  we  have  evidence  of  a  tendency  to  structural  changes  in  the 
ntucous  membrane,  the  stools  being  slimy,  watery,  of  a  red  color,  and 
like  the  washings  of  flesh,  the  abdomen  tender  on  pressure,  the  patient 
drawing  up  his  legs  when  lying  down,  the  pulse  rapid,  and  the  emacia- 
tion general,  two  or  three  leeches  or  a  blister  may  be  applied  to  the 
abdomen.  These  measures  may  be  followed  by  the  renewed  applica- 
tion of  large  emollient  poultices,  and  the  frequent  use  of  small  doses  of 
calomel  and  opium,  or  of  hyd.  cum  creta,  and  sub  carbonate  of  soda, 
with  camphorated  tincture  of  opium,  in  mucilage  of  gum  arabic. 

If  the  tongue  be  loaded  and  the  stools  slimy,  the  balsam  of  copaiva, 
in  doses  of  five  or  six  drops,  or  the  spirits  of  turpentine  in  doses  from 
five  to  twenty  drops,  wiih  a  drop  or  two  of  laudanum,  niay  be  given, 
with  benefit,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

When  the  signs  of  follicular  ulceration  are  decided,  and  the  stools  are 
mixed  with  purulent  matter,  small  doses  of  the  chlorate  of  lime,  or  of  the 
chloride  of  soda,  may  be  adnnnistered.  The  nitrate  of  silver,  dissolved 
10  gum  arabic  water,  in  doses  of  half  a  grain,  with  one  or  two  drops  of 
laudanum,  the  sulphate  of  iron,  and  the  sulphate  of  copper,  in  doses  of 
one  eighth  of  a  grain,  with  one  twentieth  of  a  grain  of  opium,  are  advised  , 
by  Dr.  Eberle,  three  or  four  times  in  a  day. 

The  other  indications  of  this  disease  are  to  support  the  strength,  and 
restore  the  healthy  tone  of  the  organism.  In  the  acute  stage  of  this  dis- 
ease, the  debility  of  all  the  important  functions,  especially  the  vital  func- 
tions of  the  respiratory  and  circulating  systems,  is  caused  by  an  excessive 
irritation  of  the  innumerable  follicles  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane. 
To  remove  this  prostration,  we  must  not  apply  to  the  irritated  membrane 
tonics,  stimulants,  and  astringents,  but  administer  remedies  calculated  to 
soothe  irritation,  and  prevent  inflammatory  action.  By  applying  stimu- 
lants and  counter-irritants  to  the  skin,  we  shall  allay  the  secretory  irrita- 
tion, and  restore  the  exhausted  functions.  If  the  prostration  be  excessive, 
in  the  early  stages,  frictions,  with  stimulating  liniments,  as  equal  parts  of 
aq.  ammoniae  and  oil  of  amber,  or  fomentations  with  hot  brandy,  con* 
taming  a  few  pods  of  red  pepper,  and  the  internal  administration  of  a  few 
drops  of  tincture  of  cinnamon  or  a  little  wine  whey,  may  be  resorted  to 
with  advantage. 

Tbe  advanced  stages  of  the  complaint  are  more  adapted  to  the  use  of 

•  When  the  dlechBrsee  are  acrid,  dark-colored  and  offensive,  Dr.  Condie  gives  from  Ave  to  ten 
gmlM  of  paWarixed  charcoal,  foor  graina  of  Abel,  and  one  grain  i>r  Ipecac,  every  three  or  four  houi*. 
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tonics,  stimulants,  and  astringents.  For  severe  colic  pains,  from  flatulent 
distention  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  Dr.  Eberle  uses  from  ten  to  fifteen 
drops  of  the  following  solution,  three  or  four  times  daily. 

R.  Ol.  Juniper   3ij. 
Sulph.  iBiher   3  ss. 
Tinct.  Opii  git.  Ix. 
M.  ft. 
When  the  hepatic  secretion  has  become  healthy,  astringents  and  tonics 
will  be  of  service  to  restore  the  tone  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane. 
For  this  purpose  we  may  use  a  decoction  of  black  berry  root,  or  of  gera* 
nium  maculatum,  in  milk,  or  of  pomegranate  bark   and  flowers  ;  or  an 
infusion  of  columbo  root,  or  of  logwood  ;  or  a  combination  of  chalk  mix- 
ture with  tinct.  of  kino,  or  sulphate  of  quinine  in  syrup  of  roses.     Dr. 
Chapman  uses  the  supersaturated  sulphate  of  iron. 

R.  Sal  Martis  gr.  ij. 

Acid  Sulph.  Dil.  gtt.  x. 
Sacch.  Alb.    5j. 
Aq.  Font.    3  j. 
M.   3j.  pro  dosi. 

Dr.  Eberle  has  found  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  lime  water  and  in- 
fusion of  Peruvian  bark  n)ost  beneficial  in  restoring  the  tone  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal.  He  gives  a  dessert  spoonful  of  this  mixture,  with  four  or 
five  drops  of  tinct.  of  kino,  in  a  solution  of  gum  arabic,  four  or  five  times 
daily.  During  convalescence,  the  abdomen  should  be  bound  in  a  flannel 
roller. 

The  diet  must  consist  almost  exclusively  of  breast  milk,  in  infants  un- 
der the  age  of  a  twelve  month,  or  who  have  been  recently  weaned. 
A  healthy  wet  nurse  should  always  be  procured  for  children  who  have 
been  weaned  at  an  improper  age  or  season.  Gum  arabic  water  may  be 
given,  occasionally,  where  the  child  is  aflfected  with  excessive  thirst.  In 
children  who  have  been  weaned,  or  who  will  not  nurse,  barley  or  rice 
water  and  milk,  toast  water,  gum  arabic  water,  soda  water,  marshmallow 
tea,  infusion  of  toasted  oatmeal,  and  liquid  farinaceous  preparations  of 
arrow-root,  tapioca,  sago,  rice  and  boiled  flour,  will  constitute  proper  arti- 
cles of  nourishment.  In  the  protracted  form  of  the  disease,  beef  tea, 
chicken  tea,  and  animal  broths,  will  be  of  service.  Dr.  Rush  advises  a 
more  stimulating  diet,  as  salted  meats,  where  the  child  has  an  instinctive 
craving  for  them.  A  removal  from  the  city  to  the  country,  or  to  the 
sea  side,  exerts  a  most  salutary  effect  upon  this  disease.  A  change  of 
air  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated  as  a  means  of  cure.  If  the  advan- 
tage of  a  removal  from  the  town  to  the  country  cannot  be  enjoyed,  the 
child's  residence  may  be  changed  from  a  low  and  moist  to  a  high  and 
dry  situation,  and  he  may  be  daily  exposed  to  the  fresh  air,  either  by 
being  carried  out  by  means  of  attendants,  or  by  frequent  rides  into  the 
country.  When  the  patient  has  been  restored  by  a  removal  to  the 
country,  he  should  not  be  returned  to  the  city  until  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber, or  while  the  miasm  of  cholera  infantum  continues  to  prevail. 

Prophylaxis, — ^The  prophylactic  measures  consist  in  protecting  the 
infant  from  the  action  of  the  specific  miasm,  and  in  guarding  it  against 
the  eflfects  of  the  concui:rent  causes  of  the  disease. 
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First,  the  specific  niiasm.  Dr.  Caldwell  has  suggested,  in  his  disser- 
tation on  malaria,*  ihie  following  preventive  measures. 

1.  The  best  and  only  certain  means  of  protecting  infants  frou)  cholera 
infantum,  is  to  allow  them  to  pass  their  sunmier  in  the  country.  2.  The 
next  best  plan  of  security,  is  to  allow  the  patient  to  sleep  in  the  country 
every  night,  during  the  summer  months ;  because  exposure  to  the  miasm, 
at  night,  during  the  inartion  of  sleep,  is  more  dangerous  than  exposure 
during  the  day.  3.  Where  these  measures  are  not  convenient,  the  child 
should  pass  his  nights  and  days,  when  at  home,  in  the  upper  stories ;  be- 
cause the  febrile  miasm  does  not  rise  to  the  highest  stories  of  lofty  city 
dwellings,  or,  at  least,  does  not  reach  them  in  a  state  of  full  concentra- 
tion and  strength.  4.  A  few  hours  exercise  daily,  in  the  open  air, 
especially  in  the  country,  without  the  limits  of  the  malaria,  will  contribute 
to  maintain  the  vigor  of  the  system,  and  to  protect  it  from  the  disease. 
The  coolness  of  evening,  and  the  extreme  heat  of  noon-time,  should, 
however,  be  avoided.  5.  An  artificial  eruption  on  the  skin,  by  main- 
taining a  centrifugal  action,  would  probably  protect  the  system  from  the 
influence  of  the  miasm.  Children  affected  with -prickly  heat  escape 
cholera  infantum,  unless  from  sudden  change  of  the  atmosphere,  or  other 
cause,  the  eruption  disappears. 

Beside  these  means,  the  child  should  be  clothed  it)  flanne),  and  the 
lower  extremities  kept  warm  by  the  use  of  worsted  stockings.  The  fre- 
quent immersion  of  the  child  in  cool  water,  and  the  use  of  the  tepid 
bath,  will  promote  cleanliness,  invigorate  the  system,  and  render  it  less 
susceptible  to  the  action  of  the  miasm. 

It  is  important  that  the  child  be  cool  and  comfortable  during  sleep. 
The  child's  bed  should  consist  of  a  mattress,  or  of  folded  blankets  laid 
on  the  floor,  and  light  covering.  The  air  of  his  sleeping  apartment 
should  be  rendered  cool,  and  as  pure  as  possible ;  the  door  of  the  room 
being  kept  open,  and  the  windows  with  the  shutters  closed,  if  he  sleep 
in  the  upper  stories. 

Dr.  Parrish  recommends  the  free  use  of  cool  and  fresh  water,  during 
the  heat  of  summer ;  and  in  infants  predisposed  to  the  disease,  moderate 
quantities  of  weak  infusions  of  ginger,  nutnieg  and  cinnamon. .  The  tone 
of  the  stomach,  in  languid  infants,  is  raised  by  the  moderate  use  of  spices, 
pepper,  cloves,  and  the  sucking  of  small  pieces  of  salt  meat,  as  ham  or 
dried  beef. 

Dr.  Rush  advises  the  use  of  sound  old  wine  in  the  summer  months. 
"  From  a  tea-spoonful  to  half  a  wine-p^Iassful,  according  to  the  age  of  the 
child,  may  be  given  every  day.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  children  of 
persons  in  easy  circumstances,  who  sip  occasionally,  with  their  parents, 
the  remains  of  a  glass  of  wine  after  dinner,  are  much  less  subject  to  this 
disorder  than  the  children  of  poor  people,  who  are  without  the  benefit  of 
that  article  of  diet."  Dr.  Eberle  has  found  the  use  of  small  portions  of 
porter  and  water  beneficial  in  feeble  and  relaxed  infants,  as  a  preventive 
to  bowel  complaints.  Farinaceous  preparations  of  arrow-root,  sago  and 
tapioca,  and  weak  animal  broths,  form  the  best  noi»rishment  for  childrea 

*  American  Journal  of  Medical  Scieneea.  No.  «▼!.,  J8SJ,  p.  330. 
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who  have  been  weanerl.     The  occasionni  use  of  a  moderate  quantity  of 
sailed  meat  is  advised  by  Dr.  Ruslh     In  children  who  have  not  been 
^weaned,  healthy  breast  milk  must  constitute  the  chief  nourishment. 

Other  important  prophylactic  remedies  will  now  be  enunierated,  as 
necessary  to  guard  (he  infant  against  the  ill  efTects  of  deniilion.  The 
preventive  measures  are: — 1st.  Exercise  in  the  open  air.  2d.  Daily 
cold  sponging,  followed  by  friction.  3d.  Particular  attention  to  produce 
coolness  of  the  head ;  washing  the  head,  daily,  with  cold  water.  4tb. 
Proper  regulation^of  the  diet.  The  nurse  should  avoid  stimulants  in  her 
food  and  drinks.  The  child  should  take  the  breast  often,  but  not  long 
at  a  time,  to  pivvent  overfeeding.  5th.  Attention  to  the  state  of  the 
gums.  Painful  tension  should  be  relieved  by  a  free  incision  of  the  gum 
anil  capsule;  and  if  the  advancing  tooth  be  double,  a  crucial  incision 
should  be  preferred.  6th.  Gentle  laxatives,'  when  plethora  exists,  or 
where  the  customary  salivation  is  not  present.  7th.  Blisters,  or  the 
occasional  application  of  one  or  two  leeches  behind  the  ears,  if  there  be 
detennination  of  blood  to  the  head.  8th.  Avoid  premature  weaning,  as 
within  the  year,  or  weaning  at  an  improper  season,  as  between  the 
months  of  May  and  October. 


ON   THE   INDISTINCTNESS   OF   IMAGES   FORMED   FROM   OBLIQUE 
RAYS  OF   LIGHT. 

[Coiaiaunlcated  ftirtlM  Bo4ton  Medical  and  Surreal  Joornalt] 

It  is  well  known  that  only  those  rays  pf  light  proceeding  from  objects  to 
which  our  attention  is  turned,  strike  the  cornea  in  directions  parallel,  or 
very  nearly  so,  to  the  axis  of  vision ;  and  that  such  rays  are  consequently 
concentrated  upon  that  portion  of  the  retina  which  immediately  sur- 
rounds the  point  where  the  axis  passes  through  it.  Images  formed  by 
rays  thus  transmitted,  are  the  only  ones  which  can  be  called  truly 
distinct. 

It  must  have  fallen  under  the  observation  of  every  one,  that  to  what*- 
ever  object  the  eye  is  turned,  it  is  that  alone  of  which  we  have  a  distinct 
impression ;  and  that  the  images  of  those  objects  which  surround  it  are 
indistinct  in  proportion  to  their  distance  from  it.  For  example — let  the 
eye  be  directed  to  a  word  in  the  middle  of  a  line ;  of  that  we  have  a  dis- 
tinct impression;  of  the  words  on  either  side,  the  images  will  not  be 
quite  so  well  defined ;  but  of  those  at  either  end  of  the  line,  they  are  so 
confused  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  even  the  different  letters. 

This  indistinctness  of  images  which  fall  on  portions  of  the  retina  not 
situated  in  the  axis  of  vision,  has  been  explained  in  vai»ious  ways.  Some 
physiologists*  suppose  that  point  of  the*  retina  most  sensible  which  cor- 
responds to  the  axis  of  vision ;  while  those  portions  which  are  at  a  greater 
or  less  distance  from  it,  hav€  their  sensibility  diminished  in  proportion  as 
their  distance  from  the  central  point  is  greater.  The  whole  may  be 
more  satisfactorily  explained  as  follows: — 

*  V4da  Skmt^^'^ifhyifAoKf,  Vol.  III.    ArticJe,  Vition. 
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1.  Images  formed  from  rays  which  are  oblique  to  the  axis  of  vision, 
have  a  degree  of  illumination  inferior  to  that  which  results  from  direct 
light,  if  we  hold  a  card,  in  which  there  is  a  circular  aperture,  so  that 
the  light,  coming  from  a  candle,  shall  strike  it  at  right  angles,  the  image 
formed  on  the  wall  will  be  exactly  like  the  card  ;  but  if  the  card  be  turned 
obliquely  to  the  light,  the  image  becomes  altered  in  its  shape,  and  instead 
of  a  circular  spot  in  its  centre,  it  will  have  an  oval  one ;  and  of  course 
less  light  will  be  transmitted  through  the  aperture  in  the  card,  since  in 
the  first  case  the  image  was  round,  whereas  in  the  last  it  was  oval,  con- 
sequently covering  less  space.  It  is  obvious  that  the  aperture  of  the  iris 
will  transmit  the  greatest  quantity  of  light,  when  the  rays  have  a  direc- 
tion perpendicular  to  its  plane,  and  that  the  quantity  will  be  less  in  pro- 
portion as  the  obliquity  of  that  plane  to  the  rays  is  greater.  So  that 
the  images  of  those  objects  to  which  the  eye  is  directed,  or,  in  other 
words,  whose  rays  are  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  iris,  will  have 
the  greatest  degree  of  illumination  ;  while  those,  the  direction  of  whose 
light  is  more  or  less  oblique,  will  have  their  degree  of  illuminatioa 
diminished  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  that  obliquity. 

2.  Those  rays  which  are  situated  nearer  to  the  lens  than  the  focal 
distance,  have  a  corresponding  indistinctness.  If  in  a  darkened  room 
we  place  a  convex  lens  in  the  hole  of  a  window  shutter,  and  receive  the 
images  of  external  objects,  as  of  a  landscape,  or  a  plane  surface,  or  a 
screen,  we  find  that  those  images  are  not  equally  defined  in  all  parts  ; 
that  while  the  centre  of  the  picture  is  well  defined,  the  circumference 
is  not  so  ;  but  by  varying  the  distance  a  little,  the  one  becomes  distinct 
and  the  other  in  its  turn  indistinct.  But  if  instead  of  a  plane  we  substi- 
tute a  screen  whose  surface  is  a  portion  of  a  sphere,  the  radius  of  which 
is  equal  to  the  focal  distance  of  the  lens,  and  place  the  last  in  a  position 
corresponding  to  the  centre  of  the  sphere,  then  we  shall  have  a  picture 
at  the  same  time  equally  distinct  throughout.  The  reason  of  this  is 
obvious ;  the  same  lens  must  have  the  same  focal  distance  for  all  the 
rays  which  pass  through  it,  direct  as  well  as  oblique ;  consequently,  io 
order  that  light  transmitted  should  form  distinct  images,  the  surface  oa 
which  they  are  received  should  be  equally  distant,  in  all  its  parts,*  from 
the  centre  of  the  lens.  This  condition  evidently  cannot  exist  when  a 
plane  surface  is  used,  for  only  one  point  can  at  the  same  time  be  situated 
at  a  distance  equal  to  the  focal  distance ;  but,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
concave  spherical  surface  gives  us  the  necessary  conditions. 

How  is  it  with  the  eye  ?  We  find  that  the  retina  or  screen  on 
which  the  images  are  received  is  a  spherical  surface  ;  the  lens,  however, 
is  not  situated  in  its  centre.  We  know  that  its  situation  is  anterior  to 
the  vitreous  humor,  and  that  the  latter  occupies  about  two  thirds  of  the 
cavity  of  the  ball ;  consequently  the  lens  cannot  be  equally  distant  from 
all  parts  of  the  retina,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  correspond  with  its  centre, 
which  is  situated  somewhere  in  the  vitreous  humor.  Now  that  point  of 
the  retina  which  corresponds  to  the  axis  of  vision  is  the  only  one  oa 
which  distinct  images  are  formed,  and  this,  of  course,  corresponds  to  the 
focal  distance,  and  at  the  same  time  is  situated  at  the  greatest  distance 
from  the  lens.     As  all  other  parts  of  the  retina  must  be  at  a  leas  dis- 
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lance  from  the  lens,  there  will  necessarily  exist  a  deficiency  in  the  con- 
vergence of  the  rays,  and  in  propoilion  as  this  deficiency  is  greater,  or 
the  distance  of  tlie  ilhiniinated  point  froin  the  lens  is  less,  the  picture 
fomied  on  the  retina  will  be  less  distinctly  niaiked. 

From  these  results  it  appears  that  images  formed  by  direct  light  are 
alone  truly  distinct,  for  they  are  the  only  ones  whose  distance  from  the 
centre  of  the  lens  is  equal  to  its  focal  distance  ;  their  degree  of  illumi- 
nation also  is  greater  than  that  of  images  resulting  from  oblique  rays, 
because,  as  we  have  seen,  more  light  is  transnntted  through  the  aperture 
of  the  iris,  when  it  is  at  right  angles  to  the  direction  of  rays,  than  wheo 
there  exists  any  variation  from  this  condition.  Moreover,  we  can  have 
a  distinct  impression  of  only  one  portion  of  a  picture  at  the  same  time, 
and  that  in  nil  cases  is  the  one  to  which  the  eye  is  directly  turned  ;  from 
this  results  that  constant  change  of  direction  in  the  eye,  that  ^*  constant 
searching,"  as  it  is  called,  when  we  look  at  a  picture,  landscape,  or  any 
number  of  objects,  or  parts  of  objects ;  since  they  cannot  all  be  seen 
equally  distinct  at  the  same  time,  the  direction  of  the  organ  of  visbn  is 
changed,  that  all  the  oblique  rays  may  in  turn  become  direct. 

A  curious  fact  has  been  observed  by  astronomers,  especially  by  Mr. 
Herscliei  and  Sir  James  South,  which  would  seem  to  contradict  what 
has  been  advanced  above,  viz.,  that  in  looking  at  very  small  stars,  these 
were  only  visible  when  the  eye  was  turned  to  another  part  of  the  field 
of  the  telescope,  so  that  the  stars  were  seen  by  oblique  instead  of  direct 
rays ;  their  images  falling  consequently  on  portions  of  the  retina  more 
or  less  distant  from  the  4ixis  of  vision.  This  seems  to  be  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  by  Dr.  'Brewster  as  follows ;  objects  seen  indirectly  are 
represented  by  images,  which  from  the  want  of  convergency  in  the 
rays  are  more  diffused,  and  consequently  occupy  a  larger  space  on  the 
retina.  Although  in  this  case  the  image  would  be  less  distinct,  yet  from 
experiments  recorded  on  page  249  of  Brewster^s  treatise  on  optics, 
it  would  seem  that  the  retina  is  not  sensible  to  very  small  luminous 
points ;  these  are  perfectly  distinct,  however,  when  the  position  of  the 
image  is  so  varied,  as  in  the  case  of  the  astronomers,  as  to  occupy  a 
larger  portion  of  the  retina — and  this  last  condition  is  attained  by  caus- 
ing the  image  to  fall  on  a  portion  of  the  retina  where  the  degree  of  con- 
vergence is  more  or  less  deficient.  J.  W. 

Boston,  Sept.  29tk,  1837. 


AMATIVENESS   VS.  PHRENOLOGY. 

iCoinmiinlcated  for  the  Boston  Uedlcal  and  Surgical  Joarnal.] 

The  case  of  Nymphomania  in  a  late  Na  of  the  Journal,  must  be 
acknowledged  to  weigh  heavy  against  such  evidence  as  is  produced  by 
Phrenologists  to  support  their  system.  It  contes  as  near  the  character 
of  a  positive  fact,  as  the  nature  of  pathological  investigations  allows  us 
to  hope  for.  When  to  this  is  added  the  case  of  a  young  idiotic  female 
addicted  to  masturbation,  published  by  Cruvelhier  some  years  since,  w^ 
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-whom  the  cerebellum  was  wanting,  and  in  whom  be  inferred,  froni 
uhe  appearances  present,  that  it  had  never  existed,  the  fraihy  of  ilie 
whole  theory  is  obvious. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  the  evidence  in  favor  of  the  cerebellum 
being  the  organ  of  amativeness.  derived  from  affections  of  the  head,  is 
4his  ; — that  excitement  of  the  genital  organs  sometimes  takes  place  when 
-this  portion  of  the  encephalon  is  diseased  ;  and  that  tiie  frequency  of 
erection  and  seminal  emission  during  sleep,  and  especially  while  lying 
on  the  back,  can  best  be  explained  on  the  supposition  of  congestion  of 
blood  there,  by  its  weight. 

With  respect  to  the  6rst  of  these  arguments,  it  is  incumbent  on 
phrenologists  to  prove,  not  only  that  it  is  a  constant  fact,  but  that  there 
is  no  accompanying  circumstance  which  might  give  rise  lo  the  phe- 
nomena in  question,  and  which  is  intermediate  between  the  diseased 
action  itself,  and  the  consequence  attributed  to  it.  In  both  these  points  it 
fails.  But  a  fractional  part  of  those  cases,  in  which  the  cerebellum  is 
found  diseased  after  death,  exhibit  the  functional  disturbance  during  life ; 
while  the  two  cases  al>ove  show  functional  derangement,  where  neither 
the  irritation  nor  the  inflammation  necessary  to  produce  it  could  have 
existed.  Again,  whether  we  suppose  the  cerebellum  to  be  the  organ  of 
sensation,  or  that,  whose  office  is  to  secrete  the  stimulus  to  muscular 
contraction  subservient  to  the  will,  the  amatory  excitement  wiiicb  ooca* 
sionally  attends  its  disorders  might  be  explained  as  a  secondary  conse- 
quence, on  as  good  grounds  as  (waving  all  direct  evidence  against  it) 
are  now  urged  by  phrenologists  to  show  its  immediate  and  direct  depen- 
dence, as  of  a  function  upon  its  appropriate  organ. 

This  observation  will,  I  believe,  be  justified  by  some  considefntions 
which  seem  to  indicate  a  connection  between  what  is  called  amati?enesS| 
:and  the  general  distribution  of  nervous  excitement  through  the  system. 
'Phrenologists  seem  to  have  left  unnoticed  the  consent  and  sympathy 
that  prevails  between  the  genito-urinary  organs  and  the  rectum,  and  the 
inference  that  may  be  derived  from  thence  that  they  are  often  aflected 
by  one  common  cause. 

Lallemand,  in  his  late  work  on  seminal  emissions,  says  that  be  has 
been  consulted  on  150  cases  which  were  supposed  to  be  diseases  of  the 
brain,  but  which  he  found  to  depend  either  on  the  local  irrititfion  of 
gonorrhoea  or  niasturbation,  or  sympathetic  irritation  from  retention  of 
urine,  hardened  faeces,  and  ascarides  in  the  rectum,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  which  were  benefited  by  local  applications.  Cantharides  and 
strychnine  produce  priapism,  increase  the  desire,  and  have  been  known 
to  restore  virility  after  it  has  been  lost.  Such  is  the  consent  betweee 
the  action  of  the  sphincters  of  the  rectum  and  bladder,  and  priapisni 
and  seminal  emission,  that  we  are  almost  justified  in  referring  the  latter 
to  a  modification  of  the  same  cause-  with  the  former.  In  apoplexy,  epi- 
lepsy, and  asphyxia  from  strangulation,  especially  this  last,  the  urine, 
'faeces  and  semen  often  pass  off  involuntarily.  In  sleep,  at  the  period 
df  infancy,  the  foeces,  in  childhood  the  urine,  and  after  the  age  of  pu- 
'berty  the  semen,  pass  -away  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  wiping  stale 
'Che-wiilDentrols,  to  a  certain  extent,  all  of  these.    In  sleep, 'the  {MMfrer 
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of  hatrit,  whidi  is  relvtively  weaker  over  the  ejaculatory  diict  than  over 
the  other  spbincters,  controls  and  counteracts,  within  its  peculiar  limits, 
the  stimulus  of  distention.  The  physiological  explanation  of  these 
Acts  consists  in  supposing  these  evacuations  to  be  restrained  by  the 
same  nervous  influence,  whose  tendency  is  to  be  distributed  or  with- 
held from  the  sphincter  muscles  consentaneously,  but  whicb  tendency  ia 
modified  by  habit  and  volition.  That  this  nervous  influence  is  derived 
froni  the  lower  part  of  the  spinal  marrow,  we  bave  a  right  to  infer  from 
the  paralysis  of  these  muscles  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  inferior 
extremities  in  concussion  of  the  s))ine,  and  frotM  their  constriction  in 
spinal  irritation  and  tetanus.  SoRie  experiments  performed  by  Brachet, 
of  Paris,  iMve  been  thought  to  prove,  conclusively,  that  while  this 
nervous  influence  was  derived  from  the  spinal  marrow,  that  which  pro- 
pels the  contents  of  the  bladder  and  colon  onward  is  from  the  gan- 
glionic system. 

'  It  is  oujch  more  easy  to  conceive  of  the  emission  of  semen  in  this 
way,  than  to  account  for  the  priapism  itseli^  which  is  the  first  step  of  the 
process.  This  difficulty  would  probably  vanish  if  we  were  acquainted 
with  the  intimate  structure  of  the  erectile  tiasoes.  Whatever  that  strue- 
Isre  may  be,  whether  cells,  venous  plexuses,  or  helicine  arteries,  this 
much  is  certain,  that  there  is  a  contractile  power  in  it,  subject  to  a  ner- 
vous influence  ;  for  a  moral  idea,  a  sympathetic  irritation,  or  a  local  one, 
ftuffice  to  direct  the  blood  into  it  so  as  to  produce  erection.  Now  this 
influence  nuist  either  be  of  a  nature  to  produce  relaxation  of  the  cells 
or  their  ojpeniogs,  stricture  of  their  outlets,  or  it  roust  increase  the  vis  a 
tergo.  No  one  will  maintain  that  its  primary  operation  is  to  increase 
tbe  action  of  the  heart  or  of  the  arteries  ;  and  since  the  effect  of  agents 
which  produce  contraciioo,  as  cold  and  galvanism,  is  to  lessen  the  size 
of  tbe  organ,  we  have  tbe  moat  reason  to  conclude  that  erection  takes 
place  in  consequence  of  relaxation  of  its  tissue,  and  is  not  unlike  the 
diatentioii  and  fulDess  of  the  capillaries  in  congestion  or  inflammation. 
Tbe  opposing  force  to  the  contractility  of  the  erectile  tissue  being  the 
ection  of  the  heart  and  the  arterial  system,  whatever  increases  the  latter 
without  increasing,  in  the  same  raiioy  tbe  former,  or  diminishes  the  first, 
without  diminishing,  in  the  same  ratio,  the  last,  is  liable  to  produce  erec- 
tioa  and  all  the  eirctimstances  attending  it.  It  is,  then,  easy  to  perceive 
'wby  this  erection  is  so  common  in  sleep,  and  why,  in  fMirticular,  when 
lying  on  tbe  back. 

in  sleep  there  is  a  geoeml  relaxation  of  the  muscles  which  receive 
-Aew  nervous  mfluence  from  tfae  brain  and  spinal  marrow,  and,  what  ia 
remarkable,  it  takes  place  in  tetanus,  where  the  violent  muscular  spasnw 
arise  independent  of  the  will.  When  tbe  patient  falls  asleep  in  the  in- 
tervals between  the  paroxysms  of  this  disease,  tbe  rigidity  of  the  muscles 
ma  those  times  present,  gives  way  to  a  state  of  complete  flexibiiity.  Tbe 
nervous  influence  is  then  withdrawn  to  a  degree  beyond  what  might  be 
expected  from  tbe  consciousness  of  tbe  patient — to  a  degree  beyond  that 
in  which  be  is  sensible  of  a  contractile  eibrt.  And  though  thb  is  made 
-Jcnowtt  to  us  by  -a  moribid  conditioD  of  tbe  system,  why  may  not  tbe  foot 
4io>applied  to  ila  hedthy  conditiop  i    in  Am  bhiah  oi  abame,  and  pilo^ 
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ness  from  fear,  we  notice  the  influence  of  the  brain  on  the  contraction 
of  the  capillaries.  Relaxation  of  the  skin  is  often  manifested  in  sleep 
by  a  tendency  to  perspiration  and  night  sweats.  Physiological  experi- 
ments prove  that  the  capillaries  can  be  injected  with  much  greater  ease 
when  the  nerves  of  a  part  have  been  cut  or  tied.  Is  it  not  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  after  the  suspension  of  all  stimulus  to  volition,  sensation 
and  reflection,  there  may  be  a  further  withdrawal,  which  would  leave 
the  capillaries  and  the  erectile  tissue  (nearly  allied  in  nature)  more  dis- 
posed to  yield  to  the  distending  force  constantly  exerted  upon  thero  7 
Certainly  it  is  more  just  than  to  suppose  erection  to  be  connected  with 
congestion  of  blood  in  the  cerebellum,  from  the  recumbent  pasture,  when 
it  can  be  proved  conclusively  that  the  cerebrum  must  share  in  greater 
proportion  with  it,  any  change  of  circulation  in  consequence  of  change 
of  position. 

We  can  see,  from  this  view,  why  erection  takes  place  so  much  more 
frequently  when  lying  on  the  back,  than  on  the  side.  Lying  on  the 
aide  is  a  constrained  position.  Some  muscular  exertion  is  necessary  to 
maintain  it.  But  in  lying  on  the  back,  relaxation  is  complete  ;  there  is 
no  muscular  eflTort,  consequently  no  emanation  from  the  brain. 

But  it  may  be  objected,  that  erection  sometimes  occurs  in  tetanus, 
when  the  stimulating  influence  of  the  nerves  directed  to  the  capillaries 
and  erectile  tissue  is  greater  than  ordinary.  To  this  objection  we  may 
reply,  that  though  this  influence  may  be  somewhat  increased,  it  is  not 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  action  of  the  heart  and  large  arteries, 
which  is  evidenced  by  the  profuse  perspiration  in  the  fits,  and  by  tbe 
fact  that  amputation  has  been  performed  in  this  disease,  and  the  large 
arteries  contracted  so  as  to  prevent  haemorrhage,  without  the  application 
of  ligatures.  Besides,  it  has  been  rarely  observed  in  this  disease.  The 
existence  of  the  venereal  desire,  in  cases  where  erection  and  seminal 
emission  take  place,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  is  an  effect  rather 
than  a  cause,  and  is  referable  to  that  law  by  which  any  local  impression 
in  dreams  suggests  ideas,  bearing  relation  to  it,  and  calls  into  activity 
appetites,  passions,  and  whatever  has  morally  or  physically  been  asso- 
ciated with  it. 

The  condition  of  the  brain,  in  these  instances,  resembles  tbe  first 
stage  of  excitive  apoplexy  ;  and  when  we  consider  how  often  apoplexy 
is  a  result  of  the  venereal  orgasm,  and  that  universal  relaxation  attends 
both,  producing  all  the  evacuations  referred  to  above,  we  may  justly 
infer  that  they  are  more  related  to  each  other,  as  general  afiections  of 
the  brain,  than  that  venereal  excitement  is  simply  a  morbid  manifes- 
tation of  the  function  of  the  cerebellum. 

The  turgescence  of  the  vessels  of  the  head  and  of  the  neck,  and  the 
convulsive  beating  of  the  heart,  it  should  be  remembered,  which  attend 
the  venereal  act,  difier  not  in  the  least  from  the  effects  consequent 
upon  any  violent  excitement  of  the  brain,  whether  moral  or  physical. 

Finally,  on  the  principles  adopted  by  phrenologists  themselves,  there 
is  as  much  reason  to  assign  the  *'  function  "  to  the  spinal  marrow  as  to 
the  cerebellum ;  for  if  the  blood  gravitates  in  the  cavity  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  marrow,  more  than  the  cerebral  substance  and  tbe  cepbalo- 
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spinal  fluid,  the  spinal  nriarrow  being  lower  than  the  cerebellum,  must 
receive  the  mosi  o(  it.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  lesions  of  the  spinal 
marrow  have  been  attended  with  priapism,  fac,  and  we  have  evidence 
of  the  same  specific  gravity,  in  favor  of  the  spinal  marrow  being  the 
organ  of  antativencss^  as  we  have  of  the  cerebellum.  B.  D. 
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MASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  this  Society,  at  the  Athenseum,  on 
Wednesday  last,  Oct.  4th,  twenty-two  members  were  present — George 
G.  Shattuck,  M.D.,  the  President  of  the  Society,  in  the  chair.  After 
the  records  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read,  by  Dr.  Homans,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  ordinary  business  which 
usually  accumulates  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretaries.  A  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  Dr,  Ebenezer  Alden,  of  Randolph,  announcing  his  accept- 
ance of  the  appointment  to  deliver  the  next  annual  address.  This  was  a 
happy  selection,  and  the  Society  may  anticipate  Komething  worth  hearing. 

JDr.  Charles  Hastings,  of  Worcester,  England,  Secretary  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  Society,  an  eminently  distinguished  gentleman  in  the 
profession,  was  elected  an  honorary  member.  Thomas  Miner,  M.D., 
of  Middletown,  late  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  was  also  elected  an  honorary  member,  together  with  Usher 
Parsons,  M.D.,  of  the  City  of  Providence,  President  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society.  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.,  of  Charlestown,  late 
of  New  Hampshire,  was  admitted  to  a  fellowship.  The  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Dr.  Hale,  of  Boston,  then  read  the  names  of  twenty-nine 
gentlemen,  settled  in  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  have  be- 
come fellows  by  signing  the  by-laws.  As  soon  as  we  can  procure  a  cor- 
rect list,  it  is  our  intention  to  publish  both  their  names  and  residences. 
A  communication  from  the  Censors  of  the  Second  District,  who  hold 
their  meetings  at  Worcester,  was  disposed  of  as  they  probably  expected. 

Another  Part  of  Copland's  Dictionary,  that  celebraied  inviMU  toork  in 
this  latitude,  is  to  be  obtained,  if  possible,  for  distribution  on  the  next 
anniversary  \  but  in  case  of  failure,  a  volume  of  the  lectures  of  Mr. 
John  Hunter  may  be  expected. 

Some  minor  matters  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Council,  but  in  the 
foregoing  sketch  the  substance  of  their  doings  has  been  given.  Al- 
though the  day  was  cold,  a  cheerful  iire  contributed  to  make  the  room 
Tery  comfortable,  and  the  meeting,  taken  altogether,  was  less  stiff  and 
formal  than  in  times  past.  Dr.  Millec,  the  Vice  President,  arrived  too 
late  to  take  a  seat  before  the  adjournment. 


Putmanary  Cofwumpfum  in  the  West  IndUi, — From  the  New  Yerk 
American,  a  correspondent  baa  taken  the  following  article,  which  came 
to  our  address  in  a  letter,  with  a  request  that  it  might  appear  in  the  Jour- 
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nal.  It  is  accordtugly  introduced,  with  the  hope  that  k  will  elicit  from 
gentlemen  who  are  conversant  with  the  West  Indies,  a  true  statement  of 
the  facts.  From  Dr.  Tuckerman^  we  should  be  pleased  to  receive  a 
statement  in  relation  to  the  actual  mortality  of  consumptives  in  those 
islands  where  he  has  resided. 

"  A  few  days  ago  I  noticed  in  the  American  a  very  seductive  article 
respecting  the  climate  of  St.  Croix,  and  simuhaneously  with  it,  appeared 
another  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tuckerman,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Jonrnal.  I  am  especially  inclined  to  send  you  this  communi- 
cation, by  the  circumstance  of  the  latter  having  appeared  under  the 
sanction  of  a  name  of  high  authority  in  medicine. 

*'  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  this  subject.  I 
shall  content  myself  with  stating  the  results  which  have  been  obtained  by 
the  most  enlightened  medical  inquirers.  This  may  be  done  by  a  short 
extract  frdm  a  late  author  of  the  highest  celebrity,  Dr.  James  Clarke.* 

*' '  The  mortality  from  consumption,'  says  Dr.  Clarke,  '  is  greater  in 
the  West  Indies  than  any  other  station,  and  lea»t  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  the  East  Indies.  The  great  prevalence  of  consumption  in  the 
West  Indies  I  consider  one  of  the  most  remarkable  results  of  my  re- 
searches. It  confirms,  in  a  striking  manner,  the  opinion  I  gave  in  an- 
other work  on  the  injurious  effects  of  that  climate  on  consumptive  pa- 
tients sent  there  from  this  country.^  The  general  mortality  is  also 
greater  in  the  West  Indies  than  on  any  other  station,  with  the  exception 
of  the  west  coast  of  Africa. ' 

'*  I  may  also  say,  it  is  the  result  of  critical  inquiry  by  European  physi- 
cians, that  the  climate  of  Madeira  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  in  its  adaptation  to  phthisical  patients.  The  excessive  heat 
of  the  West  Indfes  is  also  considered,  in  itself,  an  insuperable  objection. 

^*  Very  few  Europeans  visit  the  West  Indies  for  the  improvement  of 
health.  The  migration  thither  is  almost  confined  to  Americans,  who  are 
too  little  inclined  to  profit  by  the  experience  uf  others.         Medicus." 


Dr,  Joshua  B.  Flini. — This  gentleman  is  now  on  his  way  to  Louisville, 
to  enter  upon  the  course  of  surgical  instruction  assigned  him  by  the  trus- 
tees of  the  new  medical  school  in  that  city.  Fromyears  of  acquaintance, 
we  can  speak  with  confidence  of  his  ability.  For  several  seasons,  in 
succession,  we  were  associated  in  giving  a  series  of  anatomical  lectures, 
for  which  be  was  exceedingly  well  qualified.  In  the  department  of 
surgery  we  are  inclined  to  believe  be  will  manifest  the  whole  strength  of 
his  mind.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  not  a  member  of 
the  medical  profession  in  Boston,  of  his  age,  who  is  better  qualified,  by 
systematic  study,  for  the  station  to  which  he  has  b^en  called,  than  Dr. 
Flint.  He  has  our  best  wishes  for  his  success  in  the  discharge  of  the 
complicated  and  arduous  duties  belonging  to  the  chair  which  he  is  about 
to  fill,  and  we  trust  his  new  conaectioa  will  be  attended  with  honor  to 
himself  and  to  the  Louisville  Institute. 


Charilable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. — In  consequence  of  the  new  class 
of  duties  devolving  upon  Dr.  Reynolds,  the  ensuing  winter,  the  whole 
oare  of  the  infirmary  neeesaarily  falls  upon  Dr.  Jeffries.  A  lecture 
roofld  has  been  fitted  up  in  propet  order,  in  which  we.  hope  Dr.  J.  will 

*  A  TiMdM  M  Polmoiwry  ConrampUon,  p.  \56.'  183S.        f  iDfluenco  of  CUmat0,  p.  115,  Ifec 
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open  a  course  of  inatraction  oo  diseases  of  the  eye,  simultaneouslj  with 
those  at  the  college,  which  should  be  attended  by  every  student  matricu- 
lated by  the  faculty.  Medical  strangers,  visiting  Boston,  should  visit  ihe 
infirmary,  without  failure,  as  it  is  decidedly  one  of  the  noblest  and  best 
conducted  charities  in  the  city,  although  io  comparative  infancy. 


Scarlatina, — Our  old  friend  and  early  anatomical  instructor,  William 
Ingalls,  M.D.,  formerly  engaged  in  extensive  practice  in  this  city,  from 
which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  withdraw  himself  before  he  was  quite 
worn  out,  has  addressed  a  letter  to  his  son,  Dr.  William  Ingalls,  Jr.,  on 
the  subject  of  '*  Scarlatituij  in  which  is  contained  cases  of  angina  sine 
efflorescentia  ;  scarlatina  anginosa;  beoigna,  maligna  vel  angina  gangre- 
nosa ;  and  their  sequels,  &c.,"  which  has  been  recently  published,  and 
will  be  more  particularly  made  icnown  to  our  readers  forthwith.  We 
supposed  that  Dr.  Ingalls,  in  the  enjoyments  of  the  splendid  moiintain 
scenery  by  which  his  residence  in  the  country  is  bounded|  would  never 
trouble  himself  again  with  professional  concerns.  In  this,  however,  wa 
are  happy  to  find  ourselves  totally  mistaken.  His  active  mind  is  still 
exercised  upon  his  favorite  science. 


Special  Anatomy. — An  inquirer  wishes  us  to  state  what  two  professors 
of  anatomy  have  to  do  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at 
New  York.  Dr.  Rhinelander  is  expressly  declared  to  be  Professor  of 
Anatomy— and  that  he  lectures,  also,  on  General,  Surgical  and  Patho- 
logical Anatomy.  One  would  suppose,  says  our  correspondent,  that  this 
gentleman  had  quite  labor  enough  imposed  upon  him  by  the  regents,  and 
that  he  must  necessarily  embrace  every  thread  and  fibre  belonging  to  th« 
domain  of  human  anatomy.  But  a  lecturer  on  Special  Jinatomy  is  added 
«t  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  professors  ;  and  for  what  ?  Is  it  for  spong- 
ing an  extra  fee  ?  says  the  inquirer,  or  is  it  a  contrivance  to  discharge 
an  old  obligation,  to  a  favorite,  in  the  most  economical  way  ?  Perhaps 
Dr.  Rhinelander  could  explain  the  paradox,  which  would  have  more 
weight  in  convincing  the  querist,  that  declarations  from  any  other  source. 


Oreai  Jiafwrnl  Soda  Foimtom.— The  Rev.  Mr.  Bpauldtng,  of  the  Mts- 
aionary  service,  in  a  letter,  just  published,  dated  Sept.  30,  1836,  from 
Fort  Vancouver,  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  says  that  three  daya  be- 
fore reaching  Fort  Hall,  he  passed  what  he  considered  one  of  tha  great- 
est curiosities  in  the  world — a  natural  soda  fountain,  of  unknown  extent. 
It  has  several  openings,  one  of  them  about  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  with 
no  discovered  bottom.  About  twelve  feet  below  the  surface,  are  two 
large  glofbes,  on  either  side  of  the  orifice,  from  which  the  eflTervescence 
seems  to  rise.  A  few  minutes  after  dropping  in  a  stone,  the  fountain  is 
thrown  into  violent  agitation.  Another  of  the  openings,  only  about  four 
tnehes  in  diameter,  is  through  an  elevated  rock,  from  which  the  water 
•pouts  at  intervals  of  about  forty  seconds. 

The  water,  in  all  its  properties,  is  equal  to  any  artificial  fountain,  and 
is  constantly  foaming  and  sparkling.  Those  who  visit  these  magnificent 
and  exhaustless  reservoirs,  drink  prodigious  quantities,  with  good  eflTect 
to  health.  Perhaps,  continues  Mr.  Spaulding,  in  the  days  when  a  rail- 
road connects  the  waters  of  .the  Columbia  with  those  oC  the  Miasoiiri, 
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this  fountain  may  be  the  source  of  great  gain  to  the  company  that  shall 
accomplish  such  a  noble  work,  if  they  are  beforehand  in  securing  it. 
He  is  confident  that  if  visiters  can  go  from  the  far  east  to  visit  the  mag- 
nificent falls  of  Niagara,  they  would  not  value  a  few  more  days*  travel 
into  the  west,  to  contemplate  the  wonder  and  taste  of  the  invigorating 
water  of  the  great  natural  soda  fountain  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 


Report  of  the  Commiltee  on  Hernia. — To  our  surprise,  the  report,  be- 
fore alluded  to,  on  the  subject  of  Dr.  Chase's  truss,  for  the  radical  cure 
of  hernia,  makes  a  volume  of  two  hundred  and  forty-three  octavo  pages, 
with  numerous  notes,  by  Heber  Chase,  M.D.  Were  it  extensively  cir- 
culated, it  would  have  the  two-fold  efl^ect  of  pioneering  the  way  for  the 
instrument  and  giving  information  of  the  philosophy  of  its  action. 


Arrest  of  Uterine  Haemorrhage  by  Compression  of  the  Aorta. — M.  Bau- 
delocque,  of  Paris,  has,  for  some  years,  been  in  the  habit  of  using  ex- 
ternal compression  in  cases  of  uterine  heemorrhage.  The  pressure  is 
made  by  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  applied,  while  the  patient  is  on  her 
back,  about  an  inch  above  the  umbilicus.  The  intestines  gradually  yield, 
to  the  right  and  led,  and  the  vessel  will  be  felt,  pulsating,  a  little  on  the 
led  side  of  the  vertebral  column.  If  the  fingers  of  the  led  hand  be 
applied  to  the  femoral  arteries,  it  will  be  found  that  all  pulsation  has 
ceased.  The  remedy  has  also  been  applied  in  cases  of  haemorrhage 
arising  from  injury  of  the  arteries  of  the  leg  or  thigh. 


Aeu>  Theory  of  the  Circulation, — Mr,  J.  R.  Wood,  of  Manchester, 
£ng.,  has  published  what  he  considers  a  new  theory  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood.  He  supposes  that  the  iron,  which  is  proved  to  exist  in  the 
blood  of  all  animals,  is,  by  some  modification  of  electricity,  an  a^enl  in 
this  process,  the  external  surface  being  in  one  electrical  condition  and 
the  internal  surface  of  the  lungs  in  an  opposite  condition.  The  venous 
blood,  he  supposes,  being  in  a  state  of  electricity  similar  to  that  of  the 
external  surface,  is  repelled  from  the  extremities,  and  attracted  inter- 
nally ;  while  the  arterial  blood,  being  in  a  state  similar  to  the  interior,  is 
repelled  thence,  and  attracted  to  the  extremities.  By  this  explanation 
we  are  not  compelled  to  assent  to  the  incredible  muscular  force  of  the 
heart  which  the  laws  of  hydraulics  would  require,  nor  to  admit  the  ex- 
pansibility and  contractility  of  the  bloodvessels,  which  we  do  not  per- 
ceive them  to  possess. 


Large  Bleedings  in  Purpura, — Mr.  EUiotson  has  lately  treated  a  case 
of  purpura,  successfully,  by  large  bleedings.  The  patient,  a  man  aged 
45,  of  spare  habit,  regular  life,  and  who  had  always  enjoyed  good  health  ^ 
with  the  exception  of  an  attack  of  rheumatism  and  the  influenza,  was 
bled  to  the  amount  of  150  ounces  from  the  25th  of  April  to  the  22d  of 
June,  and  yet  he  was  stronger  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  than  at 
the  commencement.  He  was  discharged  on  the  25th  of  June,  nearly 
cured. 


Treatment  of  Tinea. — Dr.  Schneider  recommends  strongly  the  follow- 
ing method  of  treatment  in  caaes  of  tinea  : — 
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A  circumscribed  portion  of  the  eruption  is  covered  with  Jasser's  oint- 
ment, composed  of 

Sulphur,  purifcat.  ; 

VihioL  alb,  ;  aa  3  ij. 

•dxung,  recent,  3vj.     M.,  fl.  unguentum. 

In  a  few  days  the  crusts  begin  to  split,  and  soon  fall  off;  the  secretions 
change  their  character,  and  a  cure  is  rapidly  obtained. 

A  mercurial  purge  is  given  every  eight  days,  and  the  child  takes  lor 
drink  a  decoction  of  the  woods. 

The  mean  duration  of  the  treatment  is  from  four  to  five  weeks. 


Use  of  the  Air  Pump  in  Stran^lattd  Hernia, — In  five  cases  of  strangu- 
lated hernia,  lately  treated  by  Dr.  Reuter,  he  assures  us  that  he  suc- 
ceeded in  reducing  three  by  means  of  the  air-pump  (aaug  pumpe)y  al- 
though the  symptoms  of  strangulation  were  of  the  most  unequivocal 
nature.  In  the  fourth  case,  the  exhausling  pump  produced  little  or  no 
relief,  and  an  operation  became  necessary.  In  the  fifth  case  (one  of 
crural  hernia),  it  also  became  necessary  to  operate.  This  case  termi- 
nated favorably,  although  the  intestine  was  extremely  discolored.  On 
opening  the  hernial  sac  a  great  quantity  of  serum  was  discharged  from 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. — Berlin  Med,  Zeit,  Mai  17,  1837. 


Preservation  of  Animal  Substances, — M.  Gannal,  of  Paris,  has  discov- 
ered that  the  substance  most  efficacious  for  preserving  dead  bodies  is 
the  acetate  of  alumina,  with  which  a  dead  body  may  be  preserved  for  a 
long  time  as  effectually  as  if  embalmed,  and  at  a  very  trifling  expense. 
The  aluminous  fluid  may  be  introduced  by  the  carotid  artery,  and  any 
desiccation  produced  may  be  counteracted  by  a  layer  of  varnish.  The 
preservation  of  specimens  of  natural  history  for  museums  may  be  hence- 
forth effected  with  a  great  saving  of  labor  and  cost,  and  the  study  of 
anatomy  may  be  pursued  with  comfort  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

To  CoaRBspoNDENTS. — The  commuDications  of  Mesmer,  W.  A.  A.,  and  other 
papers,  are  on  file  for  insertion.    The  request  of  J.  W.  G.  will  be  complied  with. 

DiEP, — In  Richmond,  Va.,  Dr.  William  Reid  McGaw,  aged  43. 

Whol«  number  of  deaths  in  Botiton,  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  7,  43.    Males,  Sd—Femaies,  SO. 

Consnmption,  4— Intemperance,  1— brain  fever,  1— paresis,  I— old  age,  3— cholera  morbus,  1— 
dterrb(ea,9— typhus  fever,  9— cholera  Infantum,  9— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— croup,  9— inflam- 
mation, of  the  epiglottis,  1— dropsy  on  the  chest,  I— dysentery,  I— throat  distemper,  1— measles,  1— 
•earlatina,  1— teething,  1— boopiug  cough,  1— scroHila,  I— canker  in  Uie  bowels,  l-^sttllborn,  1. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Van  aabscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.    A  convenient  room 
feM  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whirh  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours,    'i  hey  will  have 
mecess  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
tliorDOfh  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  t«e  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1, 9  and  3,  and  in  eaaeg  tchich  viU  be  treated  at  the  room  daily. 

Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Saficlent  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

Forftartber  information,  application  maybe  made  at  tlie  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  t* 
tMe  svbtcribera.  EPURAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
AM(e»,  JhLgmtt 9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK.  M.D. 

^  JOSEPH  MORI  ARTY,  MJ>. 
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UNIVERSITY  or  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

COLLKOR   or   PHY8ICIAR8   ARD    StJROBORS. 

THE  Lectaret  comment  on  the  flnt  Monday  of  November  of  each  year,  and  eoatteae  for  fliar 
months. 

J.  AuGUSTiifB  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pbysloloicy 

ALBXAirDSB  H.  STBTKifs,  M.D.,  Professor  OF  Cllnlcal  Sofgitry,  (to  lecMre  at  the  N.  York  Hoepifal.) 

JosiPH  Mathcb  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  tbe  Theoiy  and  Pmetice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Edward  D£LAriBLD,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  tbe  Diseases  of  Women  and  CfalldreD. 

JoHR  B.  Bkok,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Toaaar,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Cbemistiy  and  Botany. 

JoHjf  R.  Rhinslandeb,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy.    (LeauiM  on  General,  Sarglcal  and  Path<H 
logical  Anatomv.) 

AC.B4R  6.  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Pmctioe  of  Sargeiy. 

Amariah  Brioram,  M.D.  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

De«4MMtratorj(.— Jambi  Quackbnbush,  M.D.,  J.  B.  Swbtt,  M.D. 

The  expense  of  atlendina  a  complete  course  of  Lectures  by  all  tbe  ProfiBsaon,  is  $108.  The  matrku- 
latton  fee,  which  is  $5,  entitles  the  student  to  the  use  of  the  Collec^ibraiy.    Graduation  fee,  fSS. 

Oct.  4— 4i.  NICOLL  H.  DE&ING,  M.D.,  JUgutmr. 

MEDICAL   SCHOOL  OF  HARVARD    UNIVERSITY. 
THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  In  Noivember,  In 
Masun  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.    For  the  following  four 
weekA,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectorei^  will  be  given,  wttli- 
out  additional  expense,  to  such  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  season.       As«. 
Anatomy,  by  Edwabd  Rbtnou)*,  M.D.*  91ft 

Chemistry,  by  Johiv  W.  WasaTBa,  M.D.  1ft 

Midwifery  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Waltbr  Chan nino,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bioai<ow.  M.D.  10 

Priaciples  and  Operations  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Gno.  HAvwAno,  M.D.      10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Wabb,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massaehnsetto,  the  opportanlties  for  the  stody  of  Pma* 
tical  Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  tbe 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  exnense. 

Too  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Is  o|ien  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Leeturee  of  tbe 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Leeturee  are  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opem> 
tious  are  frequent. 

To  the  Medical  College  Is  attached  a  Medical  Library«  A  eostly  and  eztoasive  Cheailcal  AppanH/u, 
and  Collections  illustntive  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CUANmNG, 
Boston,  July  ft,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  MedlelMb 

«  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Europe,  and  having  announced  his  Intention  not  to  retnni 
this  winter,  tbe  Corporation  of  Harvard  University  have  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lectnier 
on  Anatomy  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lecturet 
on  Operative  Surfscy.  Sept.  97.  W.  OHANNING^  Dwam. 

[Printers  whose  papert  oontala  tbe  adveitla»Beoi  of  the  Leetwea,  an  partlodarly  dealied  lo  luflrt 
tbe  above.] 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OP  YALE  COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction  In  Yale  College  begins  on  Thursdav,  Nov.  Sid,  1837,  and  It  coa« 
tinues  seventeen  weeks.    The  several  branches  are  teught  as  follows,  vie  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by    ...         Thomas  Hubbabd,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by         ...     Eu  Iras,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  ....         Bbrjamiiv  Sillimar,  M.D.  and  LL.  D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by        >       -       -     Wiixiam  Tuixr,  M.D. 
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ON  THE  US£  OF  CONIUM  FOR  THE  PALLIATION  OF  CANCER. 

FROM    BIOMOIVD's  LECTURES    OH   THE   MATERIA  MEDICA. 

The  power  of  conium,  as  a  narcotic  and  sedative,  approaches  much 
nearer  to  opium  tiian  clo  the  other  naedicines  of  the  class  which  has  . 
been  the  subject  of  my  lectures,  and  it  is  upon  the  nervous  system  thai 
its  agency  is  more  particularly  to  be  observed.  It  lulls  pain  with  con- 
siderable rapidity,  when  occurring  in  some  of  the  most  sensitive  parts  ;  it 
does  not  so  completely  induce  sopor  as  does  the  juice  of  tlie  poppy. 
The  state  in  which  an  individual  under  its  influence  appears,  approxi- 
mates more  nearly  to  stupefaction,  from  which  there  is  some  difficulty  of 
completely  arousing  him,^  and  this  is  occasionally  attended  by  tremors. 
In  very  many  cases  of  acute  suflTering  it  has  been  found  to  enjoy  the 
power  of  palliating  and  of  essentially  relieving,  and  it  can  be  given  with 
great  safety  in  many  of  those  diseases  in  which  opium,  belladonna,  and 
byoscyamus  are  acknowledged  to  be  useful.  It  may  be  usedjn  combi- 
nation with  them,  or  it  may  be  substituted  for  them,  when  they  have  lost 
their  influence.  As  a  speciflc  in  any  one  complaint,  1  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  to  be  trusted. 

Although  the  great  encomiums  which  it  has  received  in  cancer  are  not 
altogether  undeserved,  it  byjio  means  has  fulfilled  the  high  expectations  . 
which  the  recommendations  of  Baron  Stoerck  had  excited.     It  certainly 
is  true,  that  in  many  of  those  painful  sores  which  have  been  called  ma- 
lignant, and  which  approximate  to  cancerous  ulceration,  soon  after  its 
administration  the  acute  agony  is  very  much  mitigated,  that  the  dis- 
charge assumes  a  less  virulent  appearance,  and  that  even  the  external 
character  of  the  ulcer  wears  a  somewhat  diflTerent  aspect,  and  that  it  is 
even  possible  to  maintain,  <<  with  other  appliances  to  boot,"  this  amend- 
ment for  some  short  space  of  time ;  even  delusive  hopes  of  ultimate 
recovery  have  been  inspired.   The  fallacy,  however,  of  sanguine  views  at 
last  becomes  exhibited,  for,  after  this  suspense  of  action,  the  disease 
again  advances,  and,  though  iu  rapid  strides  may  be  prevented,  it  uiti* 
mately  proves  the  inefficacy  of  hemlock  as  a  decided  curative  agent, 
though  it  may  be  acknowledged  to  be  a  palliative.     Most  of  the  sur- 
geons who  have  adorned  the  science  of  this  country,  have  devoted  con- 
siderable* attention  to  carcinoma,  and  all  acknowledge  how  many  points 
of  difficult  explanation  invest  the  subject;  it  is  a  source  of  the  most 
anxious  investigation,  for  not  only  must  diseases  be  accurately  distin- 
guished one  from  the  other,  but  there  must  be  a  conscientious  feeling  of 
11 
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the  necessity  of  jud|ing  when  the  knife  is  to  be  employed,  and  when 
the  fearful  and  painml  operation  is  to  be  avoided.  Tlie  physician  who 
knows  the  truth  of  Hunter's  observation,  that  **  the  necessity  for  opera- 
tion is,  in  truth,  the  defect  of  surgery,"  is  called  upon  to  discover  what 
are  the  means  by  which  excision  may  be  rendered  unnecessary,  pain 
alleviated,  life  rendered  less  burthensome,  and  its  days  protracted  to  the 
utmost  span. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  cancer,  in  that  state  in  which  scirrhus  only 
exists,  the  pain  is  alleviated  by  hemlock ;  it  is- at  6rst,  however,  so  tran- 
sient, as  scarcely  to  require  any  anodyne,  but  at  that  sta^e  in  which  a 
change  is  about  to  occur,  which  is  denoted  by  the  skin  wearing  a  dusky 
or  livid  red,  with  an  appearance  of  a  shining  tension,  the  suffering  be- 
comes more  decided  ;  instead  of  a  shooting  pain,  occasionally  felt,  it  be- 
comes distinct  and  frequent,  like  the  darting  of  a  sharp  instrument,  or, 
as  it  has  been  tenned,  lancinatitig,  and  there  is  a  sense  of  heat  or  of 
burning.  In  this  state  great  relief  is  afforded  by  narcotics  generally,  and 
particularly  by  hemlock,  which  appears  to  reduce,  in  a  singular  manner, 
the  acute  sensibility  of  the  system  ;  it  likewise  seems  to  retard  the  mo- 
ment when  the  tissues  become  infiltrated  with  serous,  gelatinous,  bloody, 
or  purulent  fluids. 

In  the  various  indurations  of  the  mammary  glands  which  excite  sus- 
picion as  to  their  ultimate  tendency,  from  their  occurrence  at  a  particu- 
lar period  of  life,  it  is  in  your  power,  by  cautious  watchfulness,  by  en- 
forcing the  strictest  Kgularity  of  diet,  and  by  the  exhibition  of  appro- 
priate remedies,  to  ward  off,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and,  indeed, 
sometimes  to  suspend,  during  life,  any  further  development  of  diseased 
action  i  and  although  you  cannot  expect  in  every  instance  to  be  enabled 
to  carry  into  effect  this  most  desirable  object,  you  will,  in  a  great  number 
of  cases,  succeed  in  checking  the  advance  of  the  malac^y,  in  mitigating 
the  severity  of  the  pain,  and  in  palliating  the  worst  features  that  present 
themselves  to  you.  Age  has,  it  must  be  remembered,  a  very  considera- 
ble influence  upon  the  development  of  carcinomatous  tumors,  and  they 
will  run  with  much  greater  quickness  through  their  sad  career,  in  a  fe- 
male at  the  age  of  forty-five,  than  they  will  when  they  attack  a  woman 
who  is  sixty  years  of  age ;  they  will  at  that,  or  at  a  later  period  of  life, 
remain  for  years  without  any  advance,  continuing  perfectly  stationary  to 
the  last  hour.  In  such  cases  exposure  of  the  part  to  atmospheric  influ- 
ence must  be  prevented  by  the  application  of  belladonna  plaster,  or  of 
hemlock,  and  these,  alternated,  sometimes  are  more  influential  than 
when  kept  constantly  employed,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  patient  believes  so. 

In  that  carcinoma  which,  in  the  female  breast,  begins  from  a  very 
small  spot,  and  radiates  from  thence  as  from  a  central  point,  in  diflPerent 
directions,  and  which,  as  the  progress  of  the  disease  advances,  exhibits 
itself  in  firm  white  bands,  like  thickened  and  compact  cellular  substance, 
which  may  be  easily  traced  through  the  fat,  you  may,  for  a  very  consid- 
erable length  of  time,  keep  the  disease  in  abeyance]  and  allay  the  gen- 
eral constitutional  irritation,  by  the  application,  externally,  of  conium, 
and  also  by  its  occasional  internal  administration  ;  and  to  this  has  been 
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added  the  watery  diet,  as  a  further  prophj  lactic  means,  advised  by  M. 
Pouteau,  and  carried  into  effect  by  John  Pearson. 

Ahhough  there  may  be  some  opinions  to  the  contrary,  and  though 
these  opinions  have  been  asserted  by  some  distinguished  physicians  and 
surgeons,  1  think  you  will  6nd  that  the  general  impression  is,  that  cancer 
of  the  mamma  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  local  alteration  of  structure, 
but  as  a  proof  of  a  general  diathesis,  and  that  by  the  removal  of  the 
local  lesion,  we  not  only  do  nothing  but  remove  merely  the  symptom  of 
the  general  disorder,  but  frequently  cause  greater  danger,  and  sontetimes 
accelerate  a  fatal  termination  ;  even  those  who  believe  that  scirrhus  is  a 
local  disease,  acknowledge  that  there  is  a  point  at  which  it  contaminates 
the  system.  Thus,  Sir  Everard  Home  thinks  that  no  cancerous  disease 
was  ever  so  in  its  origin,  but  that  when  parts  have  been  long  in  a  diseased 
state,  there  is- no  security*  against  their  not  ultimately  taking  on  a  can- 
cerous  action.  Mr.  Travers  believes  that  the  system  is  not  contaminated 
till  the  scirrhous  tumor  begins  to  ulcerate  in  its  centre,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter of  the  poison  is  generated,  not  by  the  action  which  forms  the  tuber- 
cle, but  by  the  series  of  actions  instituted  to  destroy  and  remove  it. 
The  object  which  I  have  to  impress  upon  your  mind  is  the  duty  of 
examining  the  therapeutic  agents  which  we  possess,  which  may  prevent 
the  necessity  of  the  performance  of  an  operation  which,  from  the  earliest 
annals  of  our  art  to  the  present  moment,  lias  been  pronounced  not  only 
to  be  dangerous,  but  to  hasten  the  termination  of  human  life.  The  lao- 
guage  of  Hippocrates  on  this  subject  is  very  striking,  and  I  will  show 
you  that  after  a  lapse  of  two  thousand  years,  his  descendants  come  near- 
ly to  the  same  conclusion  as  he  had  formed,  and  had  expressed  to  bis 
contemporaries.  He  says,  "  It  is  better  not  to  cure  all  latent  cancers, 
for  those  who  have  been  cured  die  quickly  ;  those  who  are  not  cured 
may  last  a  longer  time." 

But  the  chief  of  surgeons,  the  experienced  Celsus,  speaks  still  more 
explicitly,  when  he  tells  us  that  ''  some  employ  escharotics,  some  the 
actual  cautery ;  others  remove  it  by  the  knife ;  but  no  medicine  has 
proved  of  service  to  any.  When  cauterized,  the  cancerous  parts  are 
quickly  irritated,  and  increase  till  death  takes  place  ;  if  extirpated,  even 
after  the  wound  has  cicatrized  the  disease  returns."  Paul,  of  ^gina, 
maintains  nearly  the  same  opinion ;  the  remedies  that  he  proposes  are 
ibe  narcotics,  more  particularly  the  solanum  nigrum,  externally  applied, 
io  the  juice  of  which  he  recommends  folded  linen  to  be  immersed,  and 
then  spread  on  the  diseased  parts.  He  it  is  who  gives  us  the  deriva- 
tion of  the  word  cancer,  which  was  employed,  he  says,  in  consequence 
of  the  veins  swelling,  and  extending  like  the  claws  of  the  crab,  whilst 
others  derive  it  from  the  outstretched  claws  with  which  the  crab  seizes 
any  aquatic  animal. 

In  later  days  the  judgment  of  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Monro  may  be 
quoted  in  confirmation  of  ancient  authority  ;  he  says  that  of  nearly  sixty 
cases  at  which  he  had  been  present  during  their  extirpation,  only  four 
patients  remained  free  from  the  disease  for  two  years.  He  doubts  the 
propriety  of  any  excision,  remarking  that  upon  a  relapse,  the  disease  in 
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tbos«  he  saw  was  more  violent,  and  noade  a  much  quicker  progress  than 
it  did  in  others  on  whom  no  operation  had  been  performed. 

In  a  number  of  *'  Rust's  Magazine,"  is  a  very  important  review  of 
the  surgical  clinique  at  the  University  of  Breslau,  which  contains  some 
observations  from  the  note-book  of  Professor  Benedict,  who  teils  tis  that 
he  had  performed  ninety-eight  amputations  of  the  breast ;  two  ended 
fiitally,  from  exhaustion,  during  heahng  of  the  wound,  and  in  all  the  rest, 
with  the  exception  of  thirteen,  the  disease  returned  after  the  wound  was 
healed,  and  terminated  in  death.  With  regard  to  the  remaining  thirteen, 
the  author  is  morally  convinced  that  in  several  cases  an  error  of  diagno- 
sis was  committed,  and  breasts  were  removed  that  were  merely  affected 
with  scrofulous  tumors,  sarcoma,  or  some  other  innocent  change  of  struc* 
ture.  If  all  medical  men  had  the  honesty  and  candor  to  proclaim  their 
want  of  success,  and  the  truths  that  have  burst  in  upon  them  after  long 
experience,  what  inestimable  advantage  to  the  suffering  sick  would  be 
the  result !  What  a^  treasure  to  the  medical  man  to  guide  him  on  his 
onward  path ! 

I  hope  I  do  not  take  too  much  upon  myself  when  I  say,  that  the 
greater  the  experience  the  surgeon  has  acquired,  the  more  6rmly  is  he 
rooted  in  the  opinion  that  the  operation  is  very  seldom  to  be  performed ; 
and  though  such  an  authority  as  Scarpa  may  be  quoted  against  my  as- 
sertion, that  even  in  the  earlier  stages,  before  the  enlai*gement  of  the 
absorbent  glands,  leading  from  the  original  seat  of  the  malady,  and  al- 
though Mr.  Nooth  may  have  believed  that  there  are  indications  in  the 
state  of  the  glands  which  can  guide  the  surgeon,  still,  only  the  mildest 
and  gentlest  treatment  is  to  be  adopted.  I  will  here  quote  the  language 
of  one  who,  for  &fty-seven  years,  had  opportunities  of  which  he  fully 
availed  himself  to  obtain  the  most  valuable  practical  knowledge;  I  mean 
Sir  Everard  Home,  who,  in  1830,  took  leave  of  the  profession  in  a  man- 
ner which  was  honorable  to' himself  and  useful  to  the  community,  by 
the  publication  of  a  short  tract  on  the  formation  of  tumors,  and  the 
peculiarities  that  are  met  with  in  the  structure  of  those  that  have  become 
cancerous,  with  their  mode  of  treatment.  Having  in  this  invaluable 
legacy  stated  the  principal  causes  of  this  disease  that  came  under  his 
notice f  so  as  to  explain  its  nature  and  symptoms,  and  their  progress  in 
peculiar  instances,  he  is  sorry  to  add  that  very  little  progress  has  been 
made  either  towards  a  cure  or  prevention.  Many  tumors,  he  observes, 
that  were  formerly,  by  violent  applications,  rendered  true  cancers,  now 
never  take  on  the  disease  ;  he  then  states,  that  mild  means  have  been 
employed  with  great  advantage,  and  adds : — 

<'  The  treatment  in  my  own  practice  that  calls  forth  this  commenda- 
tion, is  the  internal  and  external  use  of  hemlock,  and  in  proof  of  its  efli- 
cacy,  in  some  cases  where  the  medicine  was  left  off*,  the  symptoms  be- 
came more  violent,  and,  when  resumed,  abated.  Also,  when  the  pow- 
der of  the  leaves  was  prepared,  at  the  proper  season,  and  the  light  en- 
tirely excluded  while  the  drying  of  it  was  carried  on,  even  in  confirmed 
cancerous  ulcers,  benefit  was  derived  in  so  great  a  degree,  that  the  pa- 
tient could  ascertain,  from  increase  of  pain,  some  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  application,  when  powder  less  accurately  prepared  was  used 
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as  a  substitute  for  the  other.  I  have  even  prevented  the  operation  when 
the  day  was  6xed,  and  the  patient  lived  for  months  under  this  palliative 
mode  of  treatment,  without  any  progress  of  the  tumor,  and  was  carried 
off  by  epileptic  fits.  In  many  cades  the  swelling  diminished,  and  in 
others  remained'  stationary  for  years,  and  never  afterwards  made  any 
advance,  so  that  1  am  convinced  that  I  had  been  before  too  mucfa 
alarmed,  and  frequently  came  to  an  operation  before  it  was  required/' 

Such  testimony  I  cannot  but  impress  upon  your  minds,  as  the  moat 
invaluable  admonition  from  a  surgeon  of  great  experience,  of  first  rate 
anatomical  knowledge,  and  from  one  who  bad  studied  under  him  who  is 
recognized  as  the  founder  of  a  school,  John  Hunter. 

In  combination  with  iron,  hemlock  has  been  found  very  serviceable. 
It  was  first  suggested  by  Jusiamond,  and  Mr.  Carmicbael  of  Dublin, 
whose  essay  on  the  effects  of  carbonate  and  other  preparations  of  iron 
upon  cancer,  contains  some  very  valuable  knowledge  ;  be  tried  it,  and, 
in  some  cases,  the  union  was  attended  with  evident  benefit.  In  one 
case  the  iron  produced  no  amendment  until  it  was  united  with  the  ex^* 
tract,  and  then  the  relief  was  immediate  and  permanent. 

When  the  skin  covering  the  immediate  scirrhus  is  no  longer  move^ 
able,  in  consequence  of  the  adhesions  that  have  been  contracted— -when 
it  becomes  altered  in  its  color,  is  reddish,  or  has  a  darkened  hue,  is  in 
an  irritable  state,  softens,  and  ulcerates  in  one  or  more  points  which,  at 
a  subsequent  period,  unite  in  one  ulcer — when  the  mass  beneath  under- 
goes a  very  remarkable  change,  is  traversed  by  numerous  bloodvessels, 
loses  its  former  hardness,  becomes  infiltrated  with  secretions,  the  result 
of  morbid  action,  and  the  general  appearance  indicates  that  the  struc- 
ture of  the  parts  has  undergone  a  considerable  change-^it  is  right,  at  this 
stage  of  the  disease,  at  first,  to  suspend,  for  a  time,  the  administration  of 
hemlock,  and  to  have  recourse  to  those  means  which  give  strength  to 
the  general  frame,  and  to  soothe  and  tranquillize  the  nervous  system, 
without,  if  possible,  (he  use  of  narcotics,  for  the  conslitution  is  other- 
wise so  habituated  to  them,  that,  in  the  last  stage,  in  which  they  ought 
to  prove  of  essential  value,  they  are  too  often  inert,  and  fail  to  give  that 
alleviation  of  pain,  without  which  the  last  hours  of  the  unfortunate  pa- 
tient are  rendered  most  miserable. 

At  this  particular  period  of  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  is,  that  the 
preparations  of  iron  afford  so  much  aid,  and,  whilst  they  strengthen  the 
health,  appear  to  possess  some  power  over  the  incipient  ulceration,  giving 
It  a  more  healthy  aspect,  checking  its  progress,  and  even,  it  has  been 
asserted,  curing  the  disease. 

The  sole  benefit  which  could  be  derived  from  the  hemlock  is  from 
its  allaying  pain,  and  rendering  the  nervous  system  obtuse,  and  patients 
have  been  kept  almost  in  a  state  of  stupefaction,  which  at  last  has  ended 
in  the  loss  of  reason,  or  of  memory.  The  great  art,  at  this  stage  of  the 
complaint,  is  to  palliate  by  all  the  soothing  applications,  and  by  avoiding 
every  injudicious  stimulus,  remembering  the  golden  maxim,  that  when 
you  can  do  no  good  you  must  do  no  barm.  It  is  true  that  what  were 
formerly  called  simples,  and  from  which  much  utility  was  derived,  from 
the  mildness  of  their  operations,  such  as  the  juices  and  barka  of  one  in- 
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digenous  plants,  have  been  long  since  banished  from  ihe  PbarmacopcBia, 
and  it  now  exhibits  only  a  foiniidable  array  of  poisons.  All  that  inge- 
nuity and  art  could  devise  to  extract  from  every  substance  its  concen- 
trated virulence,  has  been  collected  together  for  the  purpose  of  curing 
diseases,  and  the  most  energetic  and  destructive  drugs  are  allowed  to  be 
used,  by  the  youngest  members  of  our  profession  in  cases  where  the 
greatest  nicety  and  most  discriminating  judgment  are  to  be  exercised  ; 
the  art  of  palliation  is  too  often  abandoned  for  an  anxious,  and  for  that 
which  might  be,  under  proper  regulations,  a  praiseworthy  desire  to  try 
new  remedies ;  the  stages  in  which  various  medicines  are  useful  are 
neglected  ;  hence  our  science  loses  its  character ;  hence  the  opponents 
of  the  most  regular  and  systematic  practice  of  physic,  that  has  gained 
honor  and  esteem  wherever  it  is  known,  are  enabled  to  brand  it,  as  the 
Homoeopathists  have  done,  as  conjectural  and  uncertain. 

In  the  last  sad  stage  of  cancer,  hemlock,  if  it  has  not  been  so  injudi- 
ciously employed  as  to  bate  no  longer  any  efficacy,  becomes  the  chief 
support  and  the  best  friend  of  the  sufferer;  it  is  preferable  to  opium:  it 
is  true  it  does  not  produce  any  of  the  agreeable  influence  of  the  latter 
drug,  but  it  is  fully  as  quick,  and  much  more  permanent,  in  its  sedative 
and  anodyne  virtue,  and  it  does  not  require  to  be  so  frequently  bad 
recourse  to.  Heberden  6rst  told  us,  in  the  last  stage,  besides  the  usual 
distress  of  fever,  the  hectic  patient  is  often  harassed  with  pains  like  those 
of  the  rheumatism,  which  wander  throughout  the  whole  body,  or  remain 
constant  and  Gxed  in  one  part,  and,  what  is  rather  strange,  often  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  primary  malady,  and,  in  appearance,  unconnected 
with  it ;  he  observes,  that  these  pains  have  been  so  great  as  to  make  no 
small  part  of  the  patient's  sufferings,  and  not  to  be  tolerable  without  the 
assistance  of  opium.  These  pains,  at  a  very  distant  part  of  the  body 
from  the  seat  of  cancer,  are  found  principally  where  the  ulceration 
exists  in  parts  that  are  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air,  and  are  fre- 
quently met  with  even  where  this  disease  is  developed  upon  the  lips,  or 
upon  the  glans  penis.  Hemlock,  in  such  states,  is  invaluable,  and,  in- 
deed, is  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  medical  man  in  the  last  moments. 

Amongst  those  distinguished  men  of  the  present  day  who  have  writ- 
ten on  the  varieties  of  diseases  which  are  comprehended  under  the 
name  of  *^  Carcinoma  Mammae,"  is  Sir  Charles  Bell,  who,  as  Surgeon 
to  the  "  Middlesex  Hospital,"  had  such  opportunities  of  studying  the 
disease.  He  observes,  ^'  that  the  patient,  excessively  attenuated,  will  at 
last  sink  from  the  continuance  of  a  peculiar  hectic,  attended  with  pain 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  spine,  hips,  and  shoulders  ;"  it  is  at  this  moment 
that  hemlock  gives  relief,  and  that  I  should  strenuously  commend  its 
use,  and  1  now  conclude  this  lecture  with  Sir  Charles  Bell's  remarks  on 
the  patient  endurance  of  the  female  of  this  most  melancholy  disease  : 
*^  though  conscious  that  she  is  dying,  suffering  the  most  acute  agony» 
she  allows  no  expression  of  complaint,  or  of  impatience,  to  escape  her; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  calm  and  placid,  giving  an  example  of  unostenta- 
tious resignation,  and  the  blessed  influence  of  religion,  by  witnessing 
which,  the  mind  naturally  reverts  to  the  boasted  instances  of  pbilosopbjr 
ID  tbe  other  sex,  which,  are  as  nothing  in  comparison." 
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EXTRACTING  SMOOTH  BODIES  FROM  THE  NOSE.  •    ' 

[Coromanieated  fur  the  Bovton  Medical  nnd  Surgical  Journal.] 

Several  years  ago  I  was  requested  lo  extract  a  tamarind  stone  from  thn 
nose  of  a  girl  aged  five,  which  was  far  back  and  barely  visible  on  exami- 
nation. On  attempting  to  grasp  it  with  various  kinds  of  forceps,  I  en- 
tirely failed.  I  then  curved  the  eye  end  of  a  large  silver  seton  needle, 
passed  it  over  the  stone  in  the  nose,  and  extracted  it  without  difficulty. 

The  following  is  a  roush  sketch  of  the  instrument  I  would  propose 
for  the  above  purpose.  It  may  be  made  of  a  piece  of  wire  (either  sil- 
ver or  iron)  of  the  size  of  a  crow  quill,  six  inches  long,  one  inch  of  one 
end  flattened  to  three  sixteenths  of  an  inch  in  width.  A  slit  one  six- 
teenth of  an  inch  in  width,  and  one  half  inch  in  length,  may  be  made  in 
this,  one  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  end.  At  the  other  end  a  handle  may 
be  attached  to  complete  the  instrument.  The  flattened  end  is  (o  receive 
the  necessary  curve.  A. 

MeHderiy  Ct. 


MESMERISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bonton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — There  are  two  opposite  extremes,  to  which  mankind  are  exceed- 
ingly apt  to  run.  In  cases  of  mere  Whim  and  caprice,  to  say  nothing  of 
obvious  absurdities,  they  blindly  follow  fashion,  just  as  a  flock  of  sheep 
do  their  bellwether,  even  when  he  leaps  from  a  precipice  or  jumps  into 
a  welt.  But  in  most  matters  of  high  importance,  they  are  led  with  the 
utmost  difficulty.  Every  useful  invention  or  discovery  is  generally  op- 
posed, and  has  prejudices  to  overcome,  in  proportion  to  its  importance ; 
and  it  is  commonly  long  before  it  is  carried  into  full  operation.  It  required 
a  hundred  years  for  Sydenham's  cool  regimen  in  the  smallpox  to  become 
general.  Harvey  made  no  proselyte  who  was  more  than  forty  years  of 
age.  Inoculation  and  vaccination  met  with  powerful  opposition.  In- 
stances of  the  kind  are  innumerable. 

It  has  been  just  the  same  with  homceopathy,  phrenology  and  animal 
magnetism.  Dr.  Grim,  Dr.  Vandercastle,  Dr.  Channel,  and  Dr.  Gran, 
have  as  many  unimpeacbed  and  unimpeachable  witnesses  in  favor  of 
tbe  success  of  their  infinitessimal  practk:e,  as  any  other  physicians  in 
the  commercial  emporium  ;  and  yet,  as  I  understand,  they  do  not  have 
a  very  lai^e  proportion  of  the  medksal  business.  There  is  even  an  im- 
provement on  homceopathy.  We  are  told  by  the  highest  authority,  that 
as  many  patients  recover  from  typhus,  when  they  take  nothing  but  bread 
pills  for  medicine,  as  when  they  are  treated  in  the  usual  manner ;  with 
this  proviso,  that  the  sick  and  their  attendants  are  made  to  believe  that 
an  efficient  course  is  followed.  Hence  it  seems  that  medicine  operates 
on  tbe  body  only  through  the  mind,  and  that  the  whole  art  of  the  suc- 
cessful practitioner  consists  in  bis  influence  over  tbe  mind.  This  is 
exactly  as  it  ought  to  be ;  tbe  body  should  always,  be  subject  to  tbe 
miod.    Strange  that  men  will  suffer  their  stomachs  to  be  drenched  with 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


172  Mesmeriim. 

such  quantities  of  nauseous  drugs,  when  infinitessimal  medicine,  or  even 
no  medicine,  does  as  well ! 

It  is  strapger  still,  that  mankind  should  continue  so  stupid  and  care- 
less, as  not  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  and  blessings  of  phre- 
nology. It  ought  to  be  a  part  of  the  constitution,  that  no  man  should 
be  allowed  to  be  a  candidate  for  any  office,  from  the  president  oF  the 
U.  S.  to  the  constable  oF  a  town  or  the  hay  ward  of  a  district,  until  his 
head  had  been  phrenologically  examined,  and  it  had  been  craniologically 
settled  that  he  was  qualified  for  the  post.  This  would  remove  all  occa- 
sion for  grumbling  against  government,  since  it  would  be  ascertained  that 
every  station  was  filled  by  the  fittest  man,  and  no  change  could  be  made 
for  the  better.  Every  candidate  for  marriage  should  have  his  or  her 
bead  examined,  as  this  would  eiTectually  prevent  unhappy  matches,  and 
matrimonial  disappointments.  Every  agent,  clerk,  journeyman,  or  ap- 
prentice, ought  first  to  have  his  head  scrutinized,  so  that  his  honesty 
and  capacity  may  be  knowi  by  bis  employer  at  the  beginning.  This 
would  have  prevented  all  embezzlement  of  banks  by  cashiers  and  tellers; 
and  if  the  directors  had  undergone  the  same  process,  our  monied  insti- 
tutions could  hardly  have  fallen  into  their  present  embarrassment.  Did 
we  not  see  the  fact  constantly  before  us,  it  would  be  incredible  that  man- 
kind should  be  so  stupid  as  to  despise  this  infallible  means  of  obtaining 
all  necessary  knowledge  of  the  human  character.  No  court  ought  ever 
to  pretend,  in  this  state  of  the  science,  to  convkst  a  criminal,  unless  the 
phrenologist  can  discover,  from  his  head,  that  be  has  mischievous  pio* 
pensities.  It  could  be  nothing  but  the  most  inveterate  prejudice  that  a 
few  years  since  induced  learned  judges  to  rule  out  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence  of  this  kind.  Most  probably  Oliver  Watkins  would  neve 
have  been  hanged,  if  he  had  been  allowed  the  testimony  of  phrenolo- 
gists. They  could  not  have  confounded  the  protrusion  of  amativeDOSS 
with  that  of  destructiveness. 

The  utility  of  animal  magnetism  was  obvions  at  an  early  date ;  at 
least,  it  was  of  solid  benefit  to  its  founder,  who  is  said  to  have  left  Paris 
with  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  his  pocket.  Why  has  its  utilttyi 
latterly,  been  less  apparent  ?  The  amputation  of  a  woman's  breast 
without  her  suffering  or  consciousness  while  the  operation  was  perform- 
ing) just  as  martyrs  are  said  sometimes  to  feel  no  pain  from  fire,  and  a 
few  other  feats  of  the  kind,  are  almost  the  only  instances  of  practksal 
utility  which  we  have  adduced.  Even  but  few  of  these  are  so  myste- 
rious— were  we  only  so  skeptical  as  to  suspect  a  little  delusion  and  col- 
lusion, which,  however,  I  would  not  be  thought  to  be  so  un philosophical 
as  to  insinuate,  in  defiance  of  such  overwhelming  testimony-^as  many  of. 
the  tricks  of  common  itinerant  jugglers  ;  and  I  must  confess,  that  unfor- 
tunately, in  many  instances,  they  have  too  much  of  the  same  aif  and 
appearance.  In  this  respect,  both  the  magnetizers  and  their  patients 
have  been  careless,  and  have  suffered  themselves  to  be  employed  id 
matters  of  curiosity  and  wonder,  rather  than  of  practical  utility.  la- 
stead  of  amusing  people  by  describing  streets,  houses,  and  furaitore  of 
rooms  in  distant  cities,  very  much  after  the  manner  in  which,  the  profee* 
sor  of  an  occult  art  informs  the  applicant  of  the  past  events  of  bis  life, 
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why  have  they  not  more  TrequeDtly  turned  their  attention  to  objects  of 
real  interest  and  advantage  ?  By  the  last  intelligence,  some  or  our 
dearest  friends  were  sick  of  the  yellow  fever,  at  New  Orleans.  Do,  for 
mercy's  sake,  let  us  know  whether  they  are  dead  or  living.  Why  ndl,  at 
once,  furnish  High  Constable  Hays  with  a  magnetized  girl  from  Provi- 
dence, that  he  may  immediately  detect  every  haunt  of  vice  and  crime, 
in  the  city  of  New  York  ?  One  of  our  cities,  of  only  twelve  thousand 
inhabitants,  has  bad  about  thirty  6re$,  within  a  month  past.  Why  have 
not  the  police  bad  the  assistance  of  animal  magnetism,  to  detect  the 
incendiaries  ? 

Avery  important  suit  ibr  malpractice,  in  an  injury  of  the  hip-joint,  and 
the  consequent  variation  of  opinion  and  unpleasant  controversy,  betweea 
the  two  most  eminent  surgeons  of  New  England,  might  have  been  de- 
cided in  a  moment  by  animal  magnetism.  Could  the  late  very  respect- 
able  Dr.  *****  have  had  the  assistance  of  this  art,  he  would  never  have 
committed  the  mistake,  or  have  been  subject  to  the  morti6cation,  of  tap* 
ping  a  girl  for  dropsy,  when,  as  the  event  showed,  the  distention  was 
caused  by  something  more  substantial  than  water.  Happily,  the  case 
was  not  mortal,  notwithstanding  the  magnitude  of  the  disease,  and  the 
ludicrous  blunder  of  the  doctor. 

In  further  addition  to  my  remarks  in  a  late  communication,  I  will  only 
observe,  that  philosophy  ought  never  to  be  trifled  wiih,  or  to  be  allowed 
Co  assume  the  slightest  appearance  of  jugglery,  or  to  be  principally  em- 
ployed for  exciting  wonder,  or  gratifying  an  inquisitive  curiosity,  when  it 
is  capable  of  being  converted  to  such  extensive  utility,  as  is  the  case  in 
homoeopathy,  phrenology,  and  animal  magnetism,  where,  if  we  can  place 
any  reliance  upon  the  most  respectable  human  testimony,  it  only  need 
be  applied  to  almost  every  event  of  life,  to  produce  the  most  important 
advantages  to  mankind.  These  discoveries  and  improvements,  when 
put  into  a  proper  train,  cannot  fail  of  effecting  an  entire  revolution  in 
the  civilized  world.  Mesmer. 

Oct.  2,  1837. 


OPIUM  IN  RHEUMATIfiJf. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — ^Though  it  is  now  eight  years  since  I  have  had  anything  to  do 
with  medkrine  as  a  profession,  I  still  tak^  an  interest  in  the  progress  of 
your  science,  and  would  gladly  contribute  my  mite  to  its  improvement. 
An  article  in  one  of  your  numbers,  headed  <<  Opium  in  Rheumatism,*' 
reminded  me  of  a  case  which  occurred  twelve  years  since,  under  my 
own  observation,  and  which,  though  it  presents  nothing  new,  is  yet  afad^ 
and  may  not  be  useless  to  your  readers. 

It  was  a  case  of  hereditary  sciatica,  excited  by  imprudent  exertion  at 
daily  labor,  and  aggravated  by  much  wrestling.  The  patient  was  about 
50  years  of  age,  and  corpulent.  The  pain  was  most  severe  on  first 
getting  warm  in  the  bed ;  and  was  so  intense  that  it  was  often  impossi- 
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ble  for  him  to  remain  in  bed  or  shut  his  eyes  in  sleep  for  several  hours. 
I  proposed  opium.  To  this  he  strongly  objected  ;  said  he  could  not 
bear  it ;  and  that,  taken  in  any  quantity  whatever,  it  always  kept  him 
awake,  and  otherwise  distressed  him.  At  length,  however,  I  prevailed 
upon  him  to  tak«,  half  an  hour  before  going  to  bed,  about  six  grains. 
He  immediately  fell  asleep,  and  rested  quietly  till  morning ;  a  circum- 
stance which  had  not  before  occurred  for  weeks  together.  There  was 
some  nau<«ea  on  rising,  the  next  morning,  but  it  was  not  considerable. 

The  pill  was  repeated — though  in  diminished  quantity,  say  6ve  grains 
— >the  next  evening,  and  with  the  same  success,  but  with  more  nausea 
the  following  morning.  The  third  night  I  gave  four  grains.  The  results 
were  the  same,  except  that  he  vomited  the  next  morning  and  refused  to 
take  any  more  medicine.  The  pain,  however,  was  gone,  and  did  not 
reappear  for  several  weeks. 

It  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  the  case  of  this  person,  and 
one  or  two  other  individuals  I  have  met  with,  the  effects  of  opium,  on 
the  bowels,  in  considerable  quantities,  are  always  laxative.  I  may  also 
add,  that  I  have  found  some  obstinate  cases  of  rheumatism  in  laborers 
who  were  intemperate,  which  would  yield,  to  nothing  but  opiates.  la' 
one,  1  recollect  giving  laudanum  in  doses  of  half  an  ounce  or  more. 

Boston,  Oct.  5, 1837.  Yours,  &c.        W.  A.  A. 


A   CASE  OF  CONGENITAL  OSCILLATION  OF  THE  EYEBALLS. 

BT   EDWARD   J.  DAVENPORT,  U.D.,   BOSTON. 
[Communicated  for  tbe  Boiton  Medical  and  Surgical  Joornal.] 

Oscillation  of  the  eye-ball,  or  a  perpetual  semi-rotaiory  motion"  round 
its  antero-posterior  axis,  invariably  attends  congenital  cataract,  especially 
if  of  some  years'  standing.*  It  likewise  occurs  in  young  children  in 
other  diseases  of  the  eye,  in  which  vision  is  materially  and  permanently 
impaired.  "  It  seems  to  be  produced  by  the  antagonizing  action  of  the 
obliqui,  the  recti  having  lost,  in  a  great  measure,  their  control  over 
the  eye.  The  motion  varies  in  extent,  from  a  scarcely  perceptible  de- 
gree, to  as  much  as  a  fourth  of  the  circumference  of  the  eye-ball."  In 
the  case  detailed  below  ^the  only  one  of  the  kind  that  has  come  under 
my  notice),  the  power  ot  vision  is  good,  and  nothing  presents  itself  to 
explain  the  occurrence  of  these  diseased  motions,  except  a  slight  degree 
of  what  has  been  termed  morbid  sensibility  of  the  retina,  or  inability  in 
the  nervous  apparatus  of  the  organ  to  sustain  long-continued  application. 
The  subject  of  this  case  is  B.  Smith,  an  intelligent  lad  of  13  years  of 
&ge»  of  good  general  health  and  active  habits.  Complicated  with  the 
tremulous  oscillating  motion,  there  is  a  frequent  convulsive  motion  of  the 
eye-ball  from  side  to  side — nystagmus  of  some  authors — and  also  a  con- 
stant *'  morbid  nictitation,"  or  spasmodic  action  of  the  orbicularis  palpe- 

•  Yl.  Bfackensfe  on  Uw  Eye. 
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hrarum.  He  is  not  conscious  of  either  motion,  nor  can  he  restrain  them 
or  fix  his  eyes  steadily  on  any  object.  Yet  such  is  the  force  of  habit 
or  education,  that  he  possesses  perfect  command  over  the  liiuscles  of 
the  body,  as  in  walking,  running,  &lc.  The  convulsive  motions  of  the 
eye-ball  are  evidently  aggravated  by  agitation  of  n^ind,  when  they  suc- 
ceed one  another  with  astonishing  rapidity.  The  eye-balls  are  well 
formed,  and  perfectly  free  from  inflamniation.  Corneas  clear  and  trans- 
parent ;  anterior  chamber  and  deep-seated  humors  in  a  healthy  state  ; 
the  irides  are  of  a  li^ht  blue  color,  with  the  smaller  or  internal  rings^  of 
an  orange  ;  their  motions  lively,  the  pupils  dilating  and  contracting,  as 
the  quantity  of  light  is  diminished  or  increased,  with  great  quickness 
and  to  a  remarkable  extent.  At  the  same  time,  when  exposed  for  a 
while  to  a  moderate  degree  of  light,  the  pupils  seemed  rather  more 
dilated  than  usual  in  a  sound  eye.  The  power  of  vision  is  quite  suffi- 
cient for  a  moderate  application  of  the  eyes,  but  any  long-continued 
application  upon  small  objects,  as  in  reading,  occasions  a  sensation,  as 
expressed  by  the  patient,  ''as  if  the  objects  were  moved  from  the  eyes 
to  a  great  distance  ;"  or,  in  other  words,  vision  becomes  indistinct. 

This  patient  is  not  affected  with  muses  volitantes,  ocular  spectra,  or 
double  vision,  nor  any  of  those  states  of  defective  vision  usually  pre- 
ceding amaurosis.  Upon  inquiry,  says  he  thinks  himself  somewhat 
nearsighted.  Has  brothers  and  sisters,  whose  eyes  are  perfect  in  all 
respects.  Says  his  parents  believe  that  the  convulsive  motions  are 
gradually  diminishing,  though  very  slowly. 

No  treatment  was  recommended,  except  rest  for  the  eyes,  the  appli- 
cation of  leeches,  if  pain  should  occur,  and  active  exercise  in  the  open 
air,  with  attention  to  the  state  of  the  general  health. ' 

No.  4  Winter  Street,  Oct.,  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    OCTOBER   18,    J837. 


FESSENDEN'S  STOVES. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  urged  upon  our  professional  brethren 
the  health  and  economy  of  this  excellent  contrivance,  which  is  intended 
for  warming  apartments  principally  by  hot  water,  and  may  by  seen  at  the 
Agricultural  Warehouse,  North  Market  Street.  Wards  of  hospitals 
might  be  made  comfortable  by  these  stoves,  and  we  hope  to  see  them 
introduced  into  such  establishments.  In  libraries,  also,  those  snug  quar- 
ters where  literary  men  pass  so  many  hours  of  the  twenty-four,  the  in- 
mates would  have  a  better  colored  skin  and  a  much  freer  pair  of  lungs,  if 
they  would  inhale  an  atmosphere  delightfully  moistened  and  tempered  by 
the  evaporations  of  one  of  these  admirable  inventions.  The  consump- 
tion of  fuel  is  small — bearing  no  ordinary  proportion  to  the  dimensions 
of  a  room.  Water — hot,  boiling  hot — is  necessarily  always  at  hand^ 
which  in  a  family  or  a  public  institution^  cannot  fail  of  being  continaallj 
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wanted,  and  therefore,  actually,  of  itself,  gives  a  double  value  to  the  ap- 
paratus. Physicians  roust  make  themselves  familiar  with  its  construc- 
tion, and  we  are  quite  sure  it  will  then  he  recommended,  above  all  other 
schemes,  for  warming  the  sitting  rooms,  &c.,  of  invalids.  Consumptives,' 
in  many  cases,  might  prolong  their  lives,  and  find  the  cough,  which  is 
the  worst  feature  of  their  sufferings,  essentially  relieved  by  breathing 
the  warm  vapor.  Mr.  Fessenden  is  no  adventurer — no  quack  in  philoso- 
phy. His  invention  is  the  result  of  many  long-tried  experiments,  and 
we  trust  will  eventually  become  as  popular  on  account  of  its  intrinsic 
value,  as  *'  Terrible  Traciorationy^^  that  offspring  of  his  wit,  was  irresisti- 
ble in  the  age  of  Perkinism. 


Bowdoin  College, — Joseph  Rohy,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  has  accepted  the 
appointment  of  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,. the  ensuing  term,  io 
the  medical  department  of  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me.  This 
will  probably  terminate  in  a  permanent  connection  with  the  school.  At 
all  events,  if  the  trustees  consult  the  true  interests  of  the  institution, 
they  will  never  suffer  this  gentleman  to  leave  them  for  want  of  suitable 
encouragement.  Dr.  Roby  belongs  to  the  class  of  workers,  and  is  com- 
petent to  any  undertaking'in  the  exact  sciences.  There  are  still  several 
medical  gentlemen  in  this  city,  who,  were  they  transplanted  three  months 
in  the  year  into  the  deserted  lecture  rooms  of  waning  colleges,  hither 
and  thither,  which  might  be  named  without  slander,  would  rouse  them 
from  the  Rip  Van  Winkle  slumbers  into  which  they  have  unhappily  fallen, 
in  consequence  of  trying  to  force  professors  upon  the  public  in  the  char- 
acter of  great  men,  when  the  fact  is  notorious  that  some  of  them  would 
appear  to  better  advantage  in  less  elevated  stations. 

Washington  Medical  College. — A  pamphlet  circular  of  this  institution, 
located  at  Baltimore,  accompanied  by  a  very  pretty  lithographic  view  of 
the  college  edifice,  is  circulating  about  Boston.  We  do  not  precisely 
understand  the  medical  arrangements  of  the  monumental  city.  There 
appears  to  be  two  medical  schools,  and  two  distinct  faculties,  both  claim- 
ing, or  their  friends  do  for  them,  to  be  the  true,  legitimate  Simon  Pures. 
Notwithstanding  this  apparent  uncertainty  in  relation  to  the  validity  of 
the  course  of  instruction,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration of  the  Washington  Medical  College,  by  the  authority  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Maryland,  we  believe  it  is  clothed  with  full  and  ample 
power — and  if  its  internal  administration  corresponds  with  the  building 
in  which  the  lectures  are  to  be  given,  good  success  will  follow. 

The  lectures  commence  on  the  last  Monday  of  October  and  continue 
to  March  1st.  Each  ticket,  $15,  Matriculation,  ^5.  Dissecting  (op- 
tional), $10.     Diploma,  $20. 

In  the  other  school,  the  professors  are  men  of  profound  acquirements, 
with  whose  professional  character,  the  community,  far  and  wide,  have 
been  long  familiar.  When  they  have  filled  the  vacant  chair  of  chemis- 
try by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Charles  Page,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  they  may 
proudly  defy  any  college  in  the  Union  to  exhibit  more  originality,  science 
and  tact,  in  that  laborious  department. 


VFestem  Jicademy  of  J^atural  SdenceSy  at  St.  Louis. — A  prospectus 
the  act  of  incorporation,  together  with  the  by-laws,  of  this  highly  praise 
woithy  effort  of  the  learned  men  of  the  fiur  west,  to  eoAoentrate  tbek 
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literarj.Iabora  and  discoveries,  is  before  us,  for  which  we  tender  onr 
(banks  to  the  gentleman  who  kindly  forwarded  it.  St.  Louis  is  destined 
to  become  a  great  city,  a  central  point  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  therefore  a  happy  selection  for  the  museum  which  will  hereafter 
show  the  extent,  activity,  and  value  of  the  academy.  We  like  the  subdi-' 
visions  of  study  into  an  orderly  series.  The  plan,  too,  for  observing  and 
preserving,  is  admirable.  The  more  corresponding  members  the  acade- 
my constitutes  amon^  the  industrious,  indefatigable  savans  of  New  Eng- 
land, the  better  it  will  be  for  the  health  and  vigor  of  their  well-conceived 
Institution. 


Physiological  Lectures. — A  Society  has  been  formed  in  Boston,  under 
the  name  of  the  American  Physiological  Society,  whose  course  of  lec- 
tures have  already  commenced.  The  introductory  discourse,  by  Dr.  fi. 
Haskell,  of  South  Boston,  is  spoken  of  as  a  thorough  intellectual  per- 
formance.    He  has  no  superior  in  deep  physiological  investigations. 


Universal  Lyceum. — A  report  of  this  noble  scientific  association,  con- 
sisting of  twenty -four  closely  printed  pages,  begins  to  attract  attention. 
Lord  Brougham  is  the  President,  and  a  large  number  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dents and  Secretaries  reside  in  this  country.  Next  to  a  National  Medi- 
cal Convention,  which  we  have  urged  upon  our  professional  brethren  till 
Suite  discouraged,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  the  Universal  Lyceum 
ourish  in  perpetual  vigor. 


Progress  of  Jhdmal  Magnetism. — A  new  work,  on  the  utility  of  this 
science  as  a  medical  agent,  by  M.  Poyen,  will  appear  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks.  Being  at  Salem,  the  other  evening,  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  a  part  of  one  of  this  gentleman's  lectures,  at  the  Mansion 
House.  Several  of  the  physicians  of  the  city  were  present,  ready  to 
believe  all  facts  ;  but  owing  to  some  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  Miss 
Gleason,  the  ambulating  magnetizee  (whose  reputation  is  likely  to  be  inti- 
mately associated  with  the  history  of  the  revivification  of  Mesmerism  in 
America),  who  was  oppressed  by  fatigue  and  headache,  having  but  just 
arrived,  no  manipulations  were  exhibited  upon  her.  One  toUchj  only, 
baa  been  found,  in  that  ancient  theatre  of  marvellousness,  sini^e  the 
eventful  days  of  Cotton  Mather,  and  she  was  selected  for  that  evening  by 
our  friend  Poyen  ;  but  we  grieve  to  add,  that  Dr.  Choate's  critical  ana- 
lysis of  the  character  of  the  experiments  strangely  operated  against  their 
success.  She  did'nt  sleep  worth  a  fig  in  the  presence  of  the  Salem 
physicians. 

AavaZ  Surgical  ^ppoiniments. — S.  Wilson  Kellogg,  of  New  York  ; 
Joseph  Beale,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  William  £.  Coale,  of  Maryland  ;  Ed- 
ward J.  Rulter,  of  Maryland  ;  Richard  J.  Harrison,  of  Virginia  ;  John 
T.  Mason,  of  Virginia  ;  James  M.  Smith,  of  Penn.  ;  Charles  W.  Tait, 
of  Alabama  ;  and  Charles  D.  Maxwell,  of  Penn.,  have  all  received 
commissions  of  Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  which  are  dated 
September  6th. 

Scrotal  Tumor. — One  of  the  most  formidable  operations  known  to 
modem  surgery,  was  successfully  performed  at  Dr.  McFarlane's  in- 
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firmary,  New  Orleans,  a  few  weeks  ago,  by  Dr.  J.  M.  W.  Picton,  in 
the  presence  of  Drs.  McFnrlane,  Davidson,  Labatut^  Hunt,  Muex, 
Thomas,  Landreux,  Stone,  Kennedy,  Thompson,  and  several  other  phy- 
sicians, and  a  number  of  respectable  citizerts,  in  the  removal  of  a  scrotal 
hypertrophy,  weighing  the  enormous  and  almost  incredible  amount  of 
fiAy-three  pounds.     The  patient  is  doing  well. 

Dr.  Picton  was  assisted  in  the  operation  by  Drs.  Stone,  Landreux, 
Puisson,  Hunt,  and  Labatut. 

It  is  in  the  hands  of  such  skilful  and  distinguished  surgeons  as  Dr. 
Picton  and  his  compeers,  that  the  profession  of  surgery  is  destined  to 
assume  that  lofly  position  to  which  it  is  entitled,  and  which  is  eventaUy  to 
place  the  scientific  professional  character  of  New  Orleans  in  the  front 
rank  among  her  sister  cities  of  the  Union.  ^ 


Aneurism  Treated  by  Ligature. — Mr.  Listen,  of  Edinburgh,  has  lately 
been  successful  in  removing  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  the  two  fists  from  the 
hip  of  a  man  aged  64.  It  was  considered  a  good  specimen  of  **  aneu- 
rism by  anastomosis."  The  tumor  was  operated  upon  by  incision  and 
ligature,  in  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  L.  practises  in  certain  cases  of  nsvi. 
This  was  done  on  the  26th  of  June.  The  heat  of  tVie  tumor  soon  di- 
minished, and  it  gradually  befcame  quite  cold  ;  on  the  28th  it  was  entire- 
ly removed,  and  a  yeast  poultice  applied  to  its  base.  The  wound  was 
cicatrizing  on  the  7th  of  August,  and  the  patient's  health  was  good. 


Hysteria  from  excessive  Depletion. — A  patient  suffering  under  hysteria 
was  recently  admitted  to  the  Westminster  Hospital.  She  had  been  bled 
some  time  previous,  for  an  attack  of  pneumonia,  to  an  enormous  extent, 
together  with  the  use  of  leeches  and  blisters.  At  one  venesection  40 
ounces  of  blood  were  abstracted.  The  inflammation  was  subdued  by 
these  outrageously  antiphlogistic  measures,  but  the  ensuing  prostration 
confined  her  to  her  bed  for  the  next  two  months.  A  severe  pain  along 
the  whole  spinal  column  ensued,  which  was  relieved  only  by  hot  fomen- 
tations, and  the  relief  by  these  was  but  temporary.  Menstruation  was 
imperfect  and  irregular.  A  scruple  of  scammony  powder  was  ordered 
every  other  night,  and  a  saline  draught  the  next  morning,  with  the  moxa 
daily  to  the  affected  vertebrae.  This  was  continued  three  months  without 
the  slightest  benefit.  She  then  went  into  the  country,  where  regular 
exercise,  good  diet,  and  wholesome  mental  occupation,  without  any  medi- 
cal treatment,  soon  restored  her  to  heahh. 


Brandretk^s  PUls. — Our  correspondent,  "  A." — whom,  by  the  way,  W6 
ishould  be  glad  to  hear  from  oflen— sends  us  the  following  recipe,  which, 
he  says,  was  obtained  from  an  individual  in  New  York,  who  has  the 
means  of  knowing  that  it  is  the  prescription  made  use  of  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  this  celebrated  nostrum. — R.  colycinth  3iv.  ;  aloes  Ibii.  ;  gam- 
boge Ibi. ;  soap  Ibss.  ;  ol.  peppermint  fsii.  ;  ol.  cinnamon  f3i.  Pulv. 
mix,  and  make  into  pills. 


Turkish  Quarantine. — ^An  account  is  given,  in  a  recent  publication,  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  Divan  at  Constantinople,  in  relation  to  the 
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ravages  of  the  plague.  The  Sultan  proposed  the  following  question — 
why  does  the  plague  rage  cootinualiy  among  Mussulmen,  and  not  among 
the  Europeans  ?  The  Council  agreed  that  the  reason  was  obvious  ;  viz. 
the  latter  observed  a  rigid  quarantine.  The  result  of  the  meeting  was 
thisy  that  precautionary  measures  were  positively  necessary.  Some  con- 
sidered the  pestilence  an  evidence  of  the  anger  of  God,  as  the  people 
were  very  sinful,  praying  but  little,  and  were  too  licentious,  being  given 
to  the  drinking  of  spirituous  liquors.  Although  the  surest  method  of 
arresting  the  awful  calamity  then  threatening  the  subjects  of  the  Sublime 
Porte,  depended  upon  fervent  prayer  and  repentance,  a  quarantine  was 
clearly  necessary.  Since  the  decision  of  the  divan  has  been  promul- 
gated, it  is  as  common  to  be  fumigated  on  entering  the  house  of  a  Turk, 
as  on  entering  one  inhabited  by  a  Frank.  Some  individuals  among  the, 
common  people  are  greatly  opposed  to  this  course,  which  has  been 
thought  an  excellent'  measure,  during  the  period  of  fasting  ;  because  it 
is  unlawful  for  smoke  to  enter  the  mouth  during  those  solemn  festivals. 
Plague  hospitals,  to  which  persons  were  immediately  conveyed  on  mani- 
festing symptoms  of  the  disease,  are  an  extraordinary  featiire  in  the  police 
regulations  of  Constantinople  and  Smyrna.  To  see  vessels  moored  at  a 
distance  from  the  port,  to  be  inspected,  that  no  cases  of  sickness,  of  a 
contagious,  or  infectious  character,  may  be  introduced  into  those  cities, 
is  a  striking  change  in  the  administration  of  their  municipal  regulations, 
the  good  effects  of  which  are  readily  perceived  and  candidly  acknowl- 
edged by  all  intelligent  Turks. 


Operation  of  EmpyevM. — M.  Recamier  considering  hectic  fever  afler 
empyema,  as  the  result  of  alteration  in  the  pus,  by  its  mixture  with  ex- 
ternal air,  advises,  immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  the  liquid,  to  in- 
ject into  the  chest  water  (temperature  28  degrees,  R.),  sufficient  to  occupy 
the  place  that  the  external  air  would  fill.  M.  Recamier  did  not  find  this 
water  in  the  pleura  greatly  affect  a  patient  in  whom  he  has  employed  it  ; 
but  the  plan  is  based  on  an  improved  supposition,  and  is  of  doubtful  pro- 
priety.— London  LanceL 

Died,— In  New  Orleans,  Dr.  William  H.  Boyd,  of  New  York. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  14,  91.    Males,  9— Femnles,  12. 

Consumption,  3— cbnlera  morbus,  1— inflsmmation  of  the  bowels.  1— lung  fever,  2— dropny  on  the 
brain,  I— enlargement  of  the  heart,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1— scarlet  frver,  1— typhus  fever,  2— 

Cralysis,  1— child-bed,  1— old  age,  1— dysentery,  I— throat  distemper,  1— inflauimaiiou  of  the  brain, 
-stniborn.S. 


MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 
Trb  ■ubeeribers  are  asaoctated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  coarse  of  medical  Instruction, 
tnd  wiH  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pnplls  will  be  admitted  to  the  prmclice  of  the  Massachnsetta  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
cHnkal  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Insiruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  b« 
given  In  the  intervals  of  the  publiclectnres,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,    by     Da.  CnAirifiRo. 
On  Physiology.  Pa:hology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Da.  Wass. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        - "      Da.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,       ----  .._-_-  -  ««      Da.  Lxwis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Or.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
Ubmry.  Lights  and  Aiel  without  nny  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
aiy  are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  feei*  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sutBcieut  secuiity  of  some 
person  In  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channtng,  Tremonl  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANMiN6, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Cct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JB. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 
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MEDICAL   SCHOOL  OF  HARVARD   UNIVERSITY. 

THE  Medicul  Lectures  in  Harvard  UiiiversKy  will  bcgta  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  fn 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.    For  the  followiDf  roar 
weeks,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  will  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
oat  additional  expense,  to  sach  students  as  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  tathe  elus  of  the  enaaiog  aeaeoa.       JVss. 
Anatomy,  by  Eowabo  RsrifOLDS,  M.D.*  $15 

Chemistry,  by  Johh  W.  Wbbstkb,  M.O.  15 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Waltsr  CHAiririN«,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bioblow.  M.D.  10 

Pribclples  and  Operations  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Gbo.  BAvwAte,  M.D.       10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  JoHif  Wabb,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Lej;i4lature  of  MaRsachusetta,  the  opportunltiea  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  sabjects  for  th» 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  exiienoe. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hmpital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attending  the  Lectoree  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lectures  are  given  several  limee  in  each  week,  and  surgical  opeimF 
tious  are  fretyuent. 

To  tlie  Medical  College  Is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extenrive  Chemical  Apparaiiis, 
and  Collections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy.- 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  5, 1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine* 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  In  Europe,  and  having  announced  his  intention  not  to  return 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  University  have  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  ilie  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lectures 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  27.  W.  CHANNING,  Dsom. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  the  Lecturee,  are  particularly  desired  to  Ineert 
the  above.] 

UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

COLLKOB   or   PHYSICIAKS   AKD    SORGEOHS. 

THE  Lectures  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  of  each  year,  and  contlnoe  for  four 
months. 

J.  AuGDSTiivB  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology 

Albzanobb  H.  STBrans,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  (to  lecture  at  the  N.  York  Boepital.) 
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PROPOSITIONS  ON  THE    NERVOUS   SYSTEM,  AND    ON  THE  FORMA- 
TION OF  ANIMALS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JownaL 

Sir, — Inm  induced  to  send  you  the  annexed  propositiong  in  physiology, 
from  having  ohserved  the  following  question  in  a  southern  paper,  co|Mtd 
from  the  New  York  Stnr,  which  I  shall  quote  entire.  The  question  has 
been  already  answered  in  your  Journal  of  the  20th  of  September,  in  ao 
article  under  the  head  of  Aniinal  Magnetism.  Proceeding  on  the  sup- 
position that  there  was  an  elastic  fluid  pervading  all  space,  on  the  nM>- 
tions  and  undulations  of  which,  among  the  particles  of  matter,  depend 
all  material  phenomena,  vital  as  well  as  chemical  and  mechanical,  that 
article  reconciles  the  facts  of  animal  magnetism  with  the  opemtions  of 
natural  laws.  Allusion  was  also  made  in  it  to  sympathy,  fascinatioOy 
irritation  and  embryotic  influences,  and  the  forms  of  organised  bodies,  as 
susceptible  of  a  better  explanation  by  this  than  any  other  hypothesis. 
These  propositions  may  be  regarded  as  a  continuation  and  more  definite 
exposition  of  the  same  views.  The  facts  which  I  am  able  to  bring  for- 
ward in  support  of  them  warrant  my  urging  them  upon  the  attention  of 
physicians  and  other  scientific  men,  as  containing  the  germ  of  a  discovw 
ery  of  greater  importance  to  the  interests  of  mankind  than  aoy  which 
has  been  made  since  that  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 
Boston^  Oct.  \6th,  1837.  Benjamin  Haskell,  H.D. 

"  Philosophical  Problem. — Why  has  Nature  not  produced  any  squava 
tonus  1 

*'  Nature  has  produced  circular,  curvilinear  and  polyangular  forms,  ia 
endless  variety,  but  not  one  square  form. 

''  The  public  prinu  throughout  the  United  States  and  in  Europe,  asa 
respectfully  requested  to  publish  the  above  question,  a  correct  answer  to 
which  will  embrace  tlie  discovery  of  an  universal  law  of  nature,  wbich 
has  been  lost  to  philosophy  for  several  thousand  years." 

1.  The  true  method  of  arriving  at  the  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
use  of  the  nervous  system,  is  to  presuppose  a  fluid  to  exist  in  organized 
matter,  which,  undulating  and  moving  in  currents,  disposes  the  nervous 
molecules  in  the  manner  in  which  the  nervous  tissue  exhibits  them. 

2.  The  currents  of  this  fluid  commence  on  the  superfices  of  bodies^ 
and  take  a  eentripetal  direciioii.    They  are  first  set  in  motipp  by  the 
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impression  of  agents  without,  on  the  sensitive  surfaces;  and  the  develop- 
ment of  animals,  from  the  circumference  to  the  centre,  according  to  the 
law  of  Serres,  well  known  by  the  term  Lex  Serrenia,  is  a  complete 
illustration  of  this  position. 

3.  The  ganglions  on  the  posterior  nervous  chords  of  the  spinal  mar- 
row were  originally  the  points  of  stasis  or  dispersion  of  the  fluid  mov- 
ing towards  the  centre,  their  centripetal  force  being  there  counteracted 
by  the  opposing  force  of  fluid  at  rest  or  moving  in  contrary  directions. 
By  supposing  a  fluid  to  move  in  this  way  through  the  nervous  corpus- 
cles of  the  polypus,  its  6rst  effect  would  be  to  form  the  single  isolated 
nerve  and  ganglion  of  the  molluscous  animal. 

4.  The  nervous  chords  intervening  between  the  ganglions  and  spinal 
marrow,  may  be  regarded  as  the  appendices  of  the  spinal  marrow. 
They  were  formed  by  the  projection  of  a  fluid  from  the  ganglion  towards 
tbe  spinal  column,  in  consequence  of  the  attraction  produced  by  a  cur- 
rent passing  longitudinally  upward,  or  downward,  or  both,  along  the 
spinal  canal,  the  union  of  these  several  currents  forming  the  spinal  mar- 
row itself;  one  tendency  to  the  formation  of  these  longitudinal  currents 
arising  from  the  meeting  of  tbe  fluid  of  the  opposite  ganglions  in  the 
centre. 

5.  Tbe  anterior  chord  bad  its  origin  in  the  reverse  or  after-current, 
that  passing  from  the  spinal  marrow  towards  the  surface  transmitting  the 
stimulus  of  volition,  and  may  also  be  considered  as  an  appanage  of  tbe 
spinal  marrow.  This  current  must  join  the  nerve  anterior  to  the  gan- 
glion, to  correspond  with  the  law  of  Ampere,  that  two  currents  moving 
to  the  same  direction  attract  each  other ;  the  other  current  moving  from 
the  ganglion  towards  the  circumfereoce. 

6.  Tliere  exbt  two  circles  through  which  the  nervous  influence  passes, 
¥12.  one,  where  sensation  and  volition  are  unnoticed  ;  the  other,  where 
tbey  both  take  place.  The  former,  commencing  at  the  external  surface, 
18  reflected  back  at  the  ganglion  ;  the  latter,  commencing  at  the  same 
place,  is  reflected  back  from  the  cerebro-spinal  apparatus. 

7.  The  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  are  but  the  greater  development  of 
the  circles  of  which  a  single  nerve  aflfords  tbe  type.  The  corpora  stri- 
ata and  optic  beds,  containing  grey  matter,  and  the  corpus  dentatum, 
were,  like  tbe  ganglions,  the  points  of  stasis  and  accumulation  of  the 
fluid  passing  up  the  crebro-spinal  cavity,  from  whence,  as  its  intensity 
increased,  simultaneously  with  the  elevation  of  the  animal  in  tbe  scale 
of  intellectual  life^it  proceeded  forward  and  formed  the  convolutions,  the 
grey  matter  of  which  corresponds  to  the  grey  matter  of  the  spinal  mar- 
row, and  the  diverging  and  converging  fibres  of  Spurzheim  and  Gail 
correspond  to  the  anterior  and  posterior  chords. 

8.  The  cause  of  variety  in  the  manifestation  of  function  in  the  several 
nerves  depends  on  a  principle  closely  analogous  to  that  by  which  diflfer- 
ent  crystals  exhibit  difllerent  forms  and  colors  when  subjected  to  the  ro- 
floence  of  polarized  light,  and  may  lead,  at  some  future  day,  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  intricate  strticture  of  the  nervous  expansions,  as  the  phe- 
nomena of  polarization  has  led  to  tbe  discovery  of  tbe  composition  of 
ciystab  in  tbe  disposition  of  tbe  atoms  which  form  tbem ;  tbe  motions 
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of  the  fluid  among  the  nervous  corpuscles  both  aflfecting,  and  being 
affected  by,  the  disposition  of  the  corpuscles. 

9.  The  analogy  to  this  mode  of  formaiion  of  the  nervous  system  is 
found  in  tiie  gradual  formation  of  brooks,  creeks,  and  rivers,  by  water 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  water  penetrates  the  soil  everywhere, 
and  everywhere  is  seen  to  form  grooves,  which  afterwards  help  to  con« 
fine  it  in  its  course,  and  impress  upon  its  currents  modifications,  which, 
within  certain  limits,  are  fixed  and  constant.  So  the  nervous  fluid  pene- 
trates  the  whole  body,  and  is  everywhere  active,  like  the  blood.  But 
by  the  various  tendencies,  to  move  in  different  directions  which  it  receives 
from  the  motions  of  the  elastic  fluid  without,  or  "  stimuli,"  combined 
with  that  ptay  of  its  motions  within  which  constitutes  life,  it  must  form 
to  itself  channels,  which  enable  it  to  concentrate  itself  and  pass  with 
celerity  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another.  These  channels  are  tbe 
nervous  chords. 

10.  The  reason  that  animals  and  vegetables  have  rounded  forms,  and 
minerals  angular,  is  this  : — in  the  former  exists  a  motion  compounded  of 
the  principle  of  life  and  of  that  which  accomplishes  crystallization.  To 
effect  crystallization,  perfect  rest  of  the  fluid  medium  in  which  it  takes 
place,  is  necessary.  In  animation  a  moving  force  commences  at  the 
punctum  saliens,  or  in  consequence  of  an  external  impression,  and  is  al- 
ways interfering  with  the  crystallizing  force,  in  tbe  manner  that  rays  of 
light  interfere,  producing  curvilinears,  and  are  explained  by  M.  Fresnel 
on  the  theory  of  light  depending  on  the  undulations  of  ether.  It  is 
owing  to  the  same  cause  that  drops  of  water  have  a  circular  form,  and 
the  waves  of  the  sea  are  rounded  by  the  undulations  of  the  atmosphere. 

11.  The  simplest  mode  of  undulation  is  exhibited  in  the  formation  of 
tbe  circular  and  radiated  animals.  Their  form  is  described  by  the  cir- 
cular wave  made  by  dropping  a  pebble  perpendicularly  on  the  .surface  of 
a  fluid,  and  by  the  radiation  of  light. 

12.  The  second  simplest  mode  is  exhibited  by  the  spiral  animals,  or 
sea  snails.  In  these  a  perpendicular  motion  occurs  along  with  the  hori- 
zontal. Its  analogy  is  found  in  electro-magnetism,  in  that  appear- 
ance of  polarized  light  made  to  pass  through  quartz,  which  Mr.  Herschel 
has  compared  to  a  corkscrew,  and  still  more  plainly  by  the  little  whirl- 
pools so  often  seen  in  the  eddies  of  a  running  stream.  It  seems  impos- 
sible for  a  theory  to  be  false,  and  explain  the  formation  of  these  simple 
animals  as  this  does.     The  probabilities  in  its  favor  are  infinite. 

13.  The  fluid  accumulates  internally,  and  by  its  attractive  force,  as  it 
expands  and  endeavors  to  fly  off  in  all  directions,  exerts  a  pressure  on 
the  body  from  within,  outwards,  and  occasions  it  to  grow  to  a  certain 
point.  This  point  is  attained  when  it  has  acquired  such  an  extent  of 
surface,  that  an  equilibrium  is  established  between  its  intensity  and  tbe 
inertia  of  matter ;  as  when  the  atmosphere  reaches  the  height  of  45 
miles,  the  elasticity  of  air  is  counterbalanced  by  the  weight  of  the  par- 
ticles of  air.  The  analogy  for  the  accumulation  of  the  fluid  by  the 
motions  of  the  particles  among  each  other,  is  found  in  the  excitement  of 
electricity  by  friction  ;  and  that  for  the  diminution  of  its  intensity  by  the 
increase  of  surface,  is  found  in  the  inverse  proportion  of  the  intensity  of 
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electricity  aod  the  extent  of  surface  of  the  prime  conductor.  Hatry 
bristles,  spines,  scales,  be,  are  formed  by  the  fluid  passing  off  from  the 
superfices  of  bodies,  and  hence  the  reason  why  they  are  found  most 
abundantly  over  those  parts  of  the  body  where  the  fluid  is  directed  in 
the  greatest  quantities,  as  over  the  brain  in  man,  and  diffused  over  the 
body  in  animals.  The  black  color  of  the  negro  is  the  slightest  degree 
of  the  same  effect.  The  blowing  of  a  soap-bubble,  which  expands  be- 
tween two  pressures  of  the  same  medium,  the  ordinary  pressure  of  the 
atmosphere  without,  and  the  constantly  accumulating  pressure  within,  is 
a>stmple  and  almost  perfect  illustration  of  the  expansion  and  rounded 
form  of  all  organized  beings. 

14.  The  reason  why  the  foetus  is  expelled  from  the  uterus  at  nine 
months,  is,  that  all  its  organs  being  then  developed,  it  cannot  receive 
from  the  mother  the  same  amount  of  fluid  it  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving,  and  which  the  system  of  the  mother  has  been  habituated  to 
yield  to  it.  The  fluid  then  accumulating  in  the  mother  will  be  most 
naturally  directed  towards  the  nearest  focus  of  irritation,  which  is  the 
uterus,  and  will  produce  muscular  contractions  of  that  organ.  The  next 
transition  will  be  to  the  breasts,  when  the  uterus,  being  disgorged  of  its 
contents,  can  receive  no  more  of  it. 

15.  We  can  also  form  a  conception  of  the  preservation  of  the  type 
of  every  species  of  animals,  from  generation  to  generation.  For  we 
suppose  this  fluid  to  be  the  cause  of  light,  as  well  as  electricity,  &c. ; 
and  on  the  same  principle  that  it  forms  images  by  its  vibrations  in  re- 
flection and  refraction  (which  images  are  the  exact  portraits  of  the 
originals,  both  in  form  and  color),  those  same  vibrations  acting  on  matter 
80  mobile  as  that  which  constitutes  the  embryo  in  its  earliest  stages,  and 
the  image  of  both  parents  being  the  ones  most  constantly  impressed  upon 
it  in  consequence  of  its  long  continuance  within  the  body  of  each,  the 
type  of  the  race,  and,  to  some  extent,  of  the  individual,  will  be  repro- 
duced forever.     Hence,  too,  the  form  of  each  of  the  bodily  oi^ans. 

16.  The  explanation  of  the  physiolc^ical  experiments  of  Magendie, 
in  which  forward  motion  is  produced  by  destroying  the  crura  of  the 
cerebrum,  backward  by  destroying  the  crura  of  the  cerebellum,  rotatory 
by  destroying  the  crura  of  either  side,  be,  depending  on  the  law  of 
equilibrium  of  fluids,  will  account,  also,  for  the  erect  attitude  of  man. 

17.  The  ciliary  motions  lately  discovered  in  animals,  by  Purkinje, 
Mayer,  and  others,  and  the  undulatory  movements  lately  noticed  by  the 
celebrated  botanist  Brown,  of  organized  molecules  in  fluid  matter,  de- 
pend on  the  vibration  of  this  fluid,  as  do  light,  heat,  electricity,  magnet- 
ism, and  gravitation. 

18.  It  is  well  known  that  the  vibrations  of  a  musical  instrument  will, 
if  continued  a  length  of  time,  throw  another,  at  a  distance  from  it,  into 
t  e  same  series  of  vibrations,  and  elicit  the  same  sounds,  provided  it 
harmonizes  with  it.  Assuming  that  these  vibrations  depend  on  the 
ether  present  in  the  atmosphere  and  in  all  bodies,  which  gives  them 
elasticity,  this  phenomenon  must  be  owing  to  the  tendency  that  this 
fluid  has,  when  undulating,  to  provoke  the  same  undulations  through  ail 
its  extent.     Now  supposing  this  fluid  to  exist  among  organic  molecules. 
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free  and  mobile  as  they  are  found  in  the  polypus,  it  cannot  undulate  in 
a  given  way  among  these  molecules  without  disposing  them  in  a  certain 
manner,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  disposes  them  will  be  that  which 
renders  them  least  liable  to  interfere  with  that  f  articular  mode  of  tiii- 
dulation.  It  is  on  this  principle  that  the  ear  is  formed,  with  a  spiral 
cochlea,  semicircular  canals,  iic.  In  like  manner  that  variety  of  undu- 
lation which  causes  light,  is  sufficient  to  form  the  eye  out  of  polypous 
matter.  The  cause  of  the  eye  existing  in  one  spot,  instead  of  being 
spread  over  the  whole  body,  as  well  as  its  being  rounded,  instead  of 
angular  like  a  crystal,  is  the  interference  of  other  vibratory  motions,  as 
that  which  constitutes  life,  together  with  those  made  by  other  external 
impressions,  which  modify  it  at  the  edges  where  they  meet  tbal  particu- 
lar class  of  vibrations  engaged  in  forming  it.  What  is  true  of  the  for- 
mation of  one  organ,  is  true  of  that  of  all  the  rest.  The  support  which 
this  proposition  derives  from  the  slow  and  gradual  evolution  and  perfec- 
tion of  these  organs,  from  the  inferior  animals  up  to  man,  is  in  the  high- 
est degree  astonishing. 


MESMERISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonmal, 

Sir, — It  is  needless  to  add  anything  to  my  former  remarks,  to  demon- 
strate my  high  estimation  of  animal  magnetism,  and  my  confidence  in 
the  immense  benefits  of  its  general  difiusion.  In  the  present  letter,  it  is 
my  object  to  notice  some  of  the  obstacles,  which  have  hitherto  injured 
its  reputation,  and  prevented  its  progress.  In  the  first  place,  both  the 
magnetizer^  and  the  magnetizec^  seem  to  be  still  under  the  influence  of 
many  old  imperfections  and  prejudices,  and  to  have  operated  more  for 
exciting  wonder  and  curiosity,  than  for  real  utility.  Most  of  their  finest 
exhibitions  have  been  intermingled  with  feats  very  similar  to  those  which 
are  performed  by  any  common  juggler ;  and  in  many  of  their  perform- 
ances, there  are  obvious  omissions  and  defects,  which  give  occasion  to 
the  cavils  of  the  skeptic.  If  one  woman's  breast  has  been  removed 
without  her  being  awoke  from  her  magnetic  sleep,  why  is  not  every  pa- 
tient made  insensible  of  pain,  during  all  common  surgical  operations  ? 
There  have,  certainly,  not  only  been  careless,  but  inhuman,  oversights 
in  this  respect.  It  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  the  patient  was  not  in  such 
feeble  health,  as  to  be  susceptible  of  the  magnetic  influence.  By  de- 
pletion, evacuation,  total  abstinence,  and  starvation,  the  nervous  system 
of  the  stoutest  man  might  speedily  be  reduced  to  the  magnetic  level. 
Nor  is  the  common  excuse,  that  he  had  not  been  sufficiently  magnetized 
to  be  brought  under  the  full  eflPecl,  satisfactory.  Why  not  magnetize 
him  to  the  hundredth  time,  rather  than  let  him  endure  the  pains  of  litho- 
tomy ?  Why  did  not  the  philosophical  Colonel,  during  his  aerial  voy- 
age, and  in  the  subsequent  walks,  let  his  companion  tell  her  own  story, 
rather  than  constantly  direct  her  by,  what  the  lawyers  call,  leading  ques- 
tions 1    Why  not  settle  the  whole  matter  at  onee,  beyond  the  reach  of 
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any  quibbling  caviller,  by  having  her  read  every  sign,  and  the  name  on 
every  door,  in  their  imaginary  promenade  in  Broadway  ?  Why  did  not 
the  Right  Reverend  Prelate,  instead  of  employing  her  in  describing  the 
furniture  and  pictures,  and  tliQ  portrait  of  the  man  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  in 
his  friend's  house — very  probably  by  the  same  course  of  leading  ques- 
tions, as  were  employed  by  the  Colonel — set  her  at  once  to  read  the 
lettering  on  the  backs  of  the  books,  lying  on  the  centre  table  ?  By  a 
few  thorough  processes  like  these,  the  most  captious  skepticism  might  be 
convinced  and  silenced  in  ten  minutes,  and  there  could  be  no  loop  hole 
for  a  single  cavil  to  escape.  Why  did  the  Colonel  allow  her  to  make 
the  blunder  of  going  into  the  wrong  kitchen  ?  Why  could  she  not  read 
one  word  within  the  sealed  envelope,  as  well  as  another  ?  Is  a  mill- 
stone any  more  transparent  from  its  being  an  inch  thinner  in  one  place, 
than  in  another  ?  Is  it  not  an  opaque  mill-stone  still  ?  The  great  diffi- 
culty seems  to  arise,  from  the  magnetizers  and  the  magnetizees  not  be- 
ing sufficiently  familiar  with  their  own  art,  and  from  their  not  being 
aware  of  but  a  small  part  of  the  advantages  which  are  the  necessary 
result.  They  seem  to  suppose,  that  one  unaccountable  fact  is  sufficient 
to  establish  its  reality,  and  are  not  aware  of  the  great  handle  that  will 
ever  be  made  by  a  single  failure.  The  skeptics  adopt  the  maxim  of 
the  late  eccentric  John  Randolph,  that  when  a  single  addle  egg  is  suf- 
fered to  find  its  way  into  a  pudding,  the  addition  of  a  hundred  new-laid 
eggs  will  not  make  the  pudding  sweet.  Nothing,  done  by  the  halves,  is 
ever  well  done.  The  magnetizer  must  commit  himself  horribly,  if  he 
ever  attempts  to  magnetize  a  person  whose  nervous  system,  he  is  not 
sure,  is  first  reduced  to  such  a  state  of  atony  and  susceptibility,  as  to  be 
excitable  by  the  slightest  impression,  made  either  on  the  mind  or  body, 
either  by  contact,  sympathy,  or  imagination.  Then  there  will  never 
be  needed  the  excuse,  that  the  patient  had  not  taken  a  sufficient  dose 
of  magnetic  influence. 

It  should  be  especially  recollected,  that  every  new  and  beneficial  pro- 
ject, to  become  popular,  must  be  advocated — so  prone  are  mankind  to 
follow  respectable  leaders — by  distinguished  public  characters.  If  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been  magnetized,  he  would  never  have 
fallen  into  the  mistake  of  employing,  as  deposite  banks,  those  which  were 
unable  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie.  Or  at  any  rate,  he  ought  to 
have  had  the  heads  of  their  directors  examined  by  the  phrenologists,  to 
determine  whether  they  were  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment. By  some  such  means,  he  might  have  easily  saved  the  govern- 
ment the  embarrassment  of  refusing  what  were  apparently  its  own  bills. 
Let  the  magnetizers  first  strike  at  the  head,  and  immediately  put  our 
politicians  and  great  men  under  magnetic  influence,  that  some  efficient 
measures  may  be  instantly  adopted,  upon  safe  and  sound  principles,  so 
as  immediately  to  put  an  end  to  popular  clamor  and  discontent.  Let 
the  phrenologists  also  be  active,  and  exhibit,  before  every  election,  the 
characteristics  of  the  head  of  every  candidate  for  the  suffi^ges  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  Let  the  homoeopaths  join  them,  and  cure  every  disease 
of  body  or  mind  by  the  sure,  safe  and  pleasant  course  of  infinitessimal 
medicine.     Let  the  irresistible  argument  of  never-failing  success  be  at 
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once  brought  before  the  public,  in  all  its  force.  A  universal  revohitioii 
and  reformation  will  be  the  speedy  consequence.  Enough  of  over* 
whelnning  evidence  now  exists,  if  the  homoeopaths,  tlie  phrenoiogisis, 
and  the  rnagnetizers  could  only  have  decision  and  magnanimity  sitfficient 
Co  divest  it  of  all  embarrassing  circumstances.  In  fact,  the  mistakes 
and  false  pretences,  which  are  the  sources  of  the  skeptical  cavils,  nvliea 
rightly  viewed,  are  the  strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  these  all-ioipor- 
tant  discoveries  and  improvements.  Talk  not  of  the  addle  egg,  or  the 
alloy  from  blunders  and  mistakes.  The  very  idea  of  a  counterfeit,  sup- 
poses that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  sterling,  standard  coin.  There  could 
be  no  motive  for  any  inagneiizee  to  pretend  to  more  than  can  be  actual- 
ly done,  to  see  more  than  can  be  seen,  if  the  magnetic  influence  did 
not  actually  enable  the  possessor  to  distinguish  more  than  can  be 
done  by  other  eyes.  Though  Ann  More  deceived,  by  pretending  that 
she  lived  without  eating  at  all,  she  actually  possessed  the  faculty  of  dis- 
pensing with  food,  nearly  as  much  as  a  hybernating  animal,  during 
winter.  There  was  an  uncommon  fact  at  the  bottom.  Perhaps  nothing 
has  ever  suffered  more  by  the  hasty  tampering  of  the  inexperienced  and 
unskilful,  than  liomoeopathy,  phrenology  and  animal  magnetism.  There 
has  been  a  swarm  of  mere  pretenders,  and  tlie  public  have  not  always 
been  able  readily  to  distinguish  the  counterfeit  from  the  true  coin.  Judg- 
ing irom  the  many  failures,  and  often  ridiculous  blunders,  I  should  imas- 
ine  that  most  of  those,  who  were  actually  the  richest  in  these  valuable 
commodities,  are  often  troubled  with  many  pieces  of  base  metal,  which 
have  accidentally  ilbund  way  into  their  pockets.  Unless  there  is  some 
remedy  for  such  evils,  the  progress  of  these  all-important  arts  will  be 
infallibly  retarded.  The  wheat  must  be  winnowed  from  the  cbaflT.  An 
art  that  fails  one  time  in  four,  and  is  liable  to  mistakes  even  in  its  most 
favorable  exhibition,  for  all  practical  purposes  is  no  art  at  all. 

I  would  not,  however,  look  upon  such  all-important  subjects  as  ho- 
moeopathy, phrenology  and  animal  magnetism,  with  such  desponding 
views.  As  far  as  any  reliance,  in  such  matters,  is  to  be  placed  upon 
the  most  credible  human  testimony,  these  arts  are  founded  upon  a  arm 
and  unshaken  basis.  The  fault  lies  not  in  the  art,  but  in  the  unworthy, 
superficial  professors.  It  does  not  need  leading  questions ;  and  trifling 
tricks,  resembling  legerdemain,  are  beneath  its  dignity.  It  is  the  mistake 
of  the  conductor  alone  when  he  leads  the  magnetizee  into  the  wrong 
cellar  kitchen  ;  and  when,  in  his  narration,  he  assumes  an  air  of  credulity » 
and  exhibits  the  excitement  of  a  fanatic,  he  only  injures  the  cause 
which  he  injudiciously  attempts  to  supi)ort.  In  such  cases  the  advk^ 
of  old  Hecuba  liolds  good,  non  taUbus  auxiliis.  Mesheb. 

Oct.  9, 1837. 
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fCoDtlnued  from  page  64.} 

To  the  Editor  of  ike  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — The  remarks  in  your  Journal  of  the  11th  inst.  on  the  importance 
of  the  <<  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Hernia,''  has  iodaced  me  fo  eolisC 
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your  pageg  to  distribute  it  more  generally  among  the  members  of  our 
profession.  Respectfully,  &c. 

Boston,  Oct.,  1837.  E.  W.  Leach. 

Anatomical  View  of  the  Anatomy  of  Hernia. 

Fig.  ] . — The  skin  and  superfi' 
f  'l^  1  cial   fascia  removed  frum   tJie 

left  aide  of  the  abdomen,  and 
the  left  groin,  so  as  to  display 
the  surface  of  the  tendons,  the 
position  of  the  abdominal  rings, 
and  canal,  dec. 

a  The  internal  abdominal 
ring,  marked  in  dots,  as  seen 
through  the  tendon  of  the  ex- 
ternal oblique  muscle. 

6  The  eiternal  ring,  formed 
by  a  natural  separation  of  the 
fibres  of  the  same  tendon  ;  the 
spermatic  cord  seen  passinc 
through  it  to  the  scrotum,  and 
the  ootted  line  between  tho 
two  rings  marking  its  course 
upwards,  under  the  tendoOi 
through  the  abdominal  canal. 

c  The  spot  where  the  tumor 
in  femoral  hernia  is  generally 
seen  when  it  rises  from  beneatn 
the  ftiscia  lata  of  the  thigh,  tho 
femoral  canal  not  bein^  visible 
in  this  view,  because  it  is  hid- 
den by  Poupart*8  ligament. 

4  The  umbilioas. 

6  The   middle  of  Poupart*s  ligament. 
/  The  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  o«  ilium. 

fThe  body  of  toe  os  pubis,  forming  the  lower  boundary  of  the  eitemal  ring. 
The  saphena  vein  passing  through  the  fascia  to  join  the  great  femoral  vein. 

The  inventions  and  improvements  of  Dr.  Chase,  many  of  which  have 
been  adopted  since  the  presentation  of  the  Preliminary  Report,  extend 
to  all  parts  of  the  truss  and  its  appendages,  and  his  attention  to  minute 
but  highly  important  details  has  beeb  carried  to  an  extent  never  equalled 
by  any  of  his  predecessors  in  this  branch  of  surgery.  The  complete 
instruments  employed  by  him  are — 1st.  The  Inguinal  or  ComoKxi 
Truss.  2d.  The  Ventro-Inguinal  Truss.  3d.  The  femoral  Truss. 
4th.  The  Umbilical  Truss.  5th.  The  Umbilical  Belt.  6th.  The 
Double  Truss,  Each  of  these  demands  separate  notice,  and  in  most  of 
them  the  following  parts  require  distinct  examination,  (a)  The  Block  ; 
(b)  the  Block-attachment ;  (c)  the  Spring  and  Strap-attachment ;  (d) 
the  Appendages. 

(a)  Of  the  Block. — The  block  of  this  truss  was  warmly  approved 
in  the  Preliminary  Report  (Op.  cit.  p.  323),  and  it  has  amply  main- 
tained its  character  throughout  the  more  recent  investigations ;  it  is  so 
perfectly  adapted  to  the  form  of  the  parts  interested  in  common  ingui- 
nal hernia,  that  the  Committee  are  unable  to  perceive  in  what  manner 
it  could  be  improved  ;  nor  has  it  ever  failed,  under  their  observation,  in 
rotuniDg  the  bowel  both  permanently  and  completely  during  the  time  of 
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its  employment,  after  the  first  few  days  required  for  the  accurate  adjust- 
ment of  the  instrument.  Nothing  fartlier  appears  necessary  to  prove 
the  decided  superiority  of  this  block  over  all  others  known  to  the  pro- 
fession, in  the  particular  form  of  hernia  for  which  it  is  designed. 

Chasers  Common  hgtUnal  Blocky  with  Attachment, 

jfmSSBSSmStSSSSs  Fig.  2.~a  The  eztremitj   of 

^^— -..^.^  J^  the  main-epringof  the  truw. 
.y^^'^Lai^^    (^                        «      2      6  The  block, 

^/^^^^^^gffl      ^^  c   The   brass  block- rider,  the 

X     J^rlf^Wiw^s^'^                scrowi   by  which  it  is  attached 

/■     j^f  Ai^ W    i^^SiiiMSMiimMimiimEL-  being  covered  by  the  block-slide. 

/    ^lJ^^JW      J  ^  '^''®  block-slide. 

/   MjKrJ^   y  «  The  window  in  the  block- 

I     ^^^^^^  ^^  3   //  The  two  broad-headed  screws 

\  ^^     J ^ J     of  the  block-adjiisimeni, securing 

Vi^       ^^^^  V  J     the  rider  to  the  slide,  and  whrn 

X^^^  ^^^       loosened,  sliding    freely    in  the 

^*^^  ^^"^^  window. 

g  The  soft  iron  flexible  neck, 
V  I  4  attaching  the  block-slide  to  the 

X,^^  J  Diain-spring. 

^^^*—     -^  h   The  button  for  the  pelvic 

•trap,  which  is  generally  used  for  the  perineal  strap  also. 

The  proper  perineal  strap-button  on  the  end  of  the  block-slide  is  omitted  in  this  and 
tome  succeeding  figures,  to  prevent  confusion. 
Fig.  3  — Longitudinal  section  of  the  block. 
Fig.  4. — Transverse  section  of  the  same. 

(&^  Of  the  Block-attachment. — Two  very  important  improvements 
upon  the  old  modes  of  attaching  the  pad  to  the  spring  of  the  truss  are 
observable  in  the  block-attachment  of  the  inguinal  truss.     The  block  is 
surmounted   by  a  thin  oval  plate  of  brass,  termed  by  the  inventor  a 
Uock-Tider;  and  this  is  adapted  to  the  under  surface  of  an  iron  plate  of 
nearly  similar   form,  called  the  block-slide,  to  which  it  is  attached  by 
means  of  two  round-headed  screws,  playing  freely,  when  loosened  a  lit- 
tle, in  a  longitudinal   fenestrum  in  the  block-slide,  so  as  to  admit  of  any 
required  change  of  the  position  of  the  block  in  this  direction,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  about  an  inch  in  the  trusses  designed  for  adults.     The  block- 
slide  is  comiected  to  the  spring  by  means  of  a  round  neck  of  soft  iron, 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  sufficiently  stiff  to  resist  any 
change  of  shape  during  the  most  active  movements  of  the  patient,  and 
sufficiently  pliable  to  act  like  a  universal  joint  under  the  hands  of  the 
surgeon.     The  combined  action  of  the  slide  and  the  neck  enables  us  to 
adjust  the  block  with  the  utmost  precision  to  the  edge  of  Pou part's  liga- 
meoty  the  rout  of  the  abdominal  canal,  and  the  internal  ring,  whatever 
may  be  the  peculiar  form  of  the  abdomen  of  the  patient,  while  the 
Mock  remains  invariably  in  the  exact  position  chosen  by  the  surgeon  ; 
advantages  possessed  by  none  of  the  trusses  previously  in  use,  so  far  as 
tbey  are  known  to  the  Committee.     These  improvements  are,  in  them- 
selves,  sufficient  to  add  very  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  instrument. 

(cj  Of  the  Spring  and  Strap-attachment^-^The  endless  varieties  of 
fiyrnri  which  have  been  given  to  the  springs  of  trusses,  render  it  appa* 
really  impossible  that  anything  intrinsically  novel,  in  this  part  of  the 
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hernial  apparatus,  should  be  presented  to  the  public  hereafter ;  but  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  profession  should  determine  what 
class  of  springs  are  calculated  to  give  ti)e  greatest  degree  of  security 
and  permanency  to  the  action  of  trusses. 

This  subject  has  been  amply  discussed  in  the  work  of  Dr.  Chase, 
already  repeatedly  cited ;  and  the  Committee  are  prepared,  after  due 
reflection,  to  coincide  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  that  gentleman,  that 
the  semicircular  steel  springs  of  Salmon  and  Ody  are  objectionable,  be- 
cause they  are  brought  into  accurate  relation  with  the  body  only  at  the 
spots  corresponding  with  the  spine  and  the  hernial  orifice  ;  the  whole 
arch  of  the  spring  resting  loosely  over  the  side  of  the  pelvis  without  a 
fixed  location,  and  remaining  liable  to  continual  change  of  place  from 
the  movements  of  the  glutei  muscles  and  the  reaction  of  the  dress  of  the 
patient.  The  changes  just  mentioned  must  inevitably  lead  to  the  dan- 
ger of  corresponding  changes  in  the  position  of  the  pads  or  blocks,  and 
consequent  insecurity  of  retention.  The  motives  for  the  invention  of 
this  class  of  springs  were  the  three  following,  and  they  are  obviously 
fallacious.  1st.  It  was  supposed  that  the  pressure  of  the  spiral  elastic 
springs,  being  exerted  throughout  their  whole  length,  renders  them  liable 
to  derangement  by  the  motions  of  the  parts  on  which  they  press ;  but, 
excepting  on  the  front  of  the  hypogastric  region  of  the  abdomen,  those 
parts  have  so  slight  a  degree  of  mobility — based  as  they  are  upon  the 
solid  structure  of  the  pelvis,  and  almost  uninfluenced  by  muscular  con- 
tractions— that  their  alterations  of  figure  are  of  no  real  importance. 
The  changes  in  the  figure  of  the  hypogastric  region  are  fully  compen- 
sated by  the  elasticity  of  the  spiral  springs,  and  those  of  the  parts  over 
the  ring  of  the  ilium  are  successfully  counteracted  by  perineal  straps,  so 
that  the  accuracy  and  permanence  of  retention  are  not  contravened 
when  spiral  springs  are  employed.  2d.  It  was  supposed  that  the  changes 
of  shape  in  the  hypogastric  region  required  some  mode  of  adjustment 
more  complete  than  that  eflfected  by  the  elasticity  of  the  main  spring, 
to  enable  the  pad  or  block  to  accommodate  itself  at  all  times  to  tbe 
form  of  the  parts  ;  and  hence  the  ball-and-socket  pad  attachment,  to 
which  the  semicircular  spring  was  deemed  peculiarly  adapted.  But,  if 
desirable,  this  mode  of  attachment  may  be  as  readily  employed  in  cod- 
nection  with  the  spiral  spring.  Your  Committee  do  not  deem  it  desira- 
ble ;  because  the  ball-and-socket  attachment  renders  secure  but  one 
point  on  the  back  of  the  pad  or  block,  while  the  circumference  may  be 
tilted  in  any  direction  by  the  pressure  of  an  intestine  from  within,  almost 
as  readily  as  by  the  movements  of  the  abdomen,  to  which  the  pad  is 
designed  to  yield  ;  for  the  soft  and  compressible  surface  of  the  hypogas- 
tric region  cannot  securely  prevent  this  tilting  when  the  adjustment  of 
the  pad  is  not  remarkably  accurate,  or  when  the  propulsive  force  of  the 
intestine  in  hernia  is  considerable.  A  third  argument  urged  in  favor  of 
the  introduction  of  semicircular  springs  was  drawn  from  the  tendency  of 
the  strap  attached  to  the  spiral  spring  trusses  to  draw  upwards,  and  thus 
displace  the  pad  ;  but  this  difficulty  is  completely  removable  by  giving 
to  tbe  spiral  spring  and  the  accessory  parts  of  the  truss  a  proper  form 
and  disposition,  as  will  be  explained  hereafter. 
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Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  Dr.  Chase  has  done 
wisely  in  adopting  the  spiral  spring,  and  retaining  the  strap  so  as  to  en- 
circle the  whole  pelvis  by  the  truss,  in  preference  to  the  semicircular 
spring  and  universal  joint  of  Salmon  and  Ody's  instrument,  and  the 
modifications  of  the  same  by  the  late  Dr.  Hull,  of  Mew  York,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Reed,  of  Georgia,  be.  &c. 

Although  there  is  nothing  positively  novel  in  this  part  of  the  inguinal 
truss  of  Chase,  the  inventor  has  established  definite  rules  for  the  degree 
of  temper  and  the  extent  of  the  various  curvatures  of  the  spring,  and 
also  for  the  position  of  the  strap-bution,  which  render  it  easy  to  adjust 
the  instrument  more  securely  and  permanently  in  all  cases  than  can  be 
done  when  these  points  are  left  to  the  discretion  of  instrument-makers. 
Experience  has  decided  that  there  is  an  advantage  in  giving  an  elastic 
temper  to  all  that  portion  of  the  spring  which  intervenes  between  the 
pad-attachment  in  front  and  the  opposite  sacro-iliac  symphysis  in  the 
rear,  but  that  the  portion  extending  from  the  latter  point  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  pelvis  should  be  so  far  softened  as  to  admit  of  adjustment 
by  being  permanently  bent.  Three  inches  of  the  hinder  extremity  are 
left  ductile  in  all  the  trusses  of  the  full  size  ;  and  thus  the  necessity  of 
making  an  instrument  expressly  for  each  individual  case  (the  great  diffi- 
culty in  the  employment  of  spiral  springs  entirely  of  tempered  steel)  is 
completely  obviated,  without  sacrificing  the  accuracy  of  the  adjustment 
on  the  one  hand,  or  its' permanency  on  the  other. 

It  has  been  customary  to  curve  downward  the  anterior  end  of  the 
spiral  spring,  so  that  when  the  part  which  lies  across  the  back  is  hori- 
zontal, the  front  extremity  may  approach  more  nearly  toward  the  ab- 
dominal canal.  In  Chase's  inguinal  truss  this  curvature  does  not  exceed 
three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and  its  commencement  is  found  far  back  upon 
the  costa  ilii  when  the  instrument  is  applied  ;  so  that  the  spring,  in  pass- 
ing forward  from  that  point,  winds  downward  below  the  anterior  superior 
spinous  process  without  encroaching  too  much  upon  the  bellies  of  the 
glutei  muscles  or  disturbing  the  proper  position  of  the  spring  and  strap 
on  the  back  part  of  the  pelvis.  Any  further  increase  of  this  curvature 
is  attended  with  inconvenience,  by  giving  the  direction  of  the  strap  too 
iriucb  obliquity,  and  disposing  the  instrument  to  tilt  upward  in  front ; 
and  such  increase  is  rendered  altogether  unnecessary  by  the  soft  iron 
neck  of  the  pad-attachment.  In  the  last  three  inches  of  the  anterior 
end  of  the  spring  there  is  another  curvature,  resulting  from  a  slight  tor- 
sion of  the  axis  of  the  generating  curve  of  the  spring,  which  brings  the 
flat  side  of  this  part  of  the  spring  into  more  complete  correspondence 
with  the  surface  of  the  hypogastric  region — a  matter  of  much  import- 
ance to  the  comfort  of  the  patient,  and  one  giving  additional  security  to 
the  position  of  the  instrument. 

It  has  been  customary,  almost  invariably,  with  truss-makers  to  place 
the  strap-button  upon  the  plate  or  expansion  which  supports  the  pad, 
but  Dr.  Chase  has  very  wisely  affixed  it  to  the  anterior  end  of  the 
spring,  by  which  means  the  obliquity  of  the  strap  is  much  diminished, 
and  the  pelvis  is  enclosed  by  the  instrument  in  a  direction  approaching 
▼ery  nearly  to  the  circle,  the  strap  lying  altogether  above  the  level  of 
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the  block-slide,  and  the  disposition  of  the  instrument  to  tilt  or  ride  up- 
wards being  reduced  almost  to  nothing. 

*  The  Coininittee  consider  the  establishment  of  a  Gxed  model  for  the 
triple  curvature  of  the  spiral  spring,  and  the  position  of  the  strap-button, 
as  a  highly  important  recommendation  to  the  instrument  under  notice. 

[To  be  continued.] 


POTHOS  FCETIDA. 

[Communleated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  HAVE  been  in  the  habit  of  examining  indi8;enous  plants.  I  send 
you  the  result  of  my  observations  on  Pothos  Fcetida,  Mick, ;  Syin- 
plocarpus  fatidusy  NuU. ;  Ictodes  foetidus,  Big,  The  seeds  and  root 
are  the  parts  used  ;  the  seeds  are  by  far  the  strongest,  and   retain  their 

Properties  for  years.  The  root  loses  many  of  its  properties  by  drying. 
*he  whole  plant  has  a  foetid  odor,  which  is  owing  to  a  volatile  essential 
oil,  which  I  have  never  collected.  Its  taste  is  pungent  and  acrid,  but 
less  disagreeable  than  capsicum  or  arum.  Medicinally  it  is  an  acrid 
tonic  and  nervine ;  when  given  in  suitable  doses,  and  repeated  at  proper 
intervals,  it  imparts  warmth  to  the  body,  increases  the  force  and  fullness 
of  the  pulse,  allays  morbid  mental  irritability,  relieves  depression,  ele- 
vates the  mind,  and  produces  a  highly  pleasurable  state  of  feeling. 
When  given  in  over  doses,  it  produces  burning  and  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  headache,  somnolency  and  vomiting. 

I  have  found  it  highly  serviceable  in  several  species  of  limosis,  ca- 
tarrhal phthisis,  dyspnoea  exacerbans,  flatulent  colic  and  chronic  rheu- 
matism. My  mode  of  using  it  has  been  to  reduce  the  seeds  and  root 
to  a  6ne  powder,  mix  this  with  such  other  articles  as  I  wished  my  pa- 
tient to  take,  and  give  it  in  some  convenient  fluid,  in  as  large  doses  as 
the  stomach  would  bear,  repeating  it  once  in  two,  four,  or  six  hours,  ac- 
cording to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms.  I  have  usually  found  ten 
grains  of  the  seeds  a  full  dose. 

I  consider  it  adapted  to  that  condition  of  the  system  in  which  there  is 
diminished  nervous  or  muscular  ener^^y,  torpor  of  the  stomach  or  system 
generally,  deficient  or  morbid  secretions  of  the  alimentary  canal,  unat- 
tended with  irritability,  and  especially  when  these  occur  in  habits  im- 
paired by  the  excessive  use  of  alcohol.  R.  Pothos  foeiida,  gum  guaia- 
cum,  aa,  pulverized  and  mixed,  is  a  favorite  form  where  there  is  con- 
stipation attending  the  disease — given  in  quantities  to  regulate  the 
bowels.  Should  acidity  attend,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  adding 
magnesia,  chalk,  or  carbonate  of  soda,  according  to  circumstances. 
Should  there  be  nothing  to  indicate  either  guaiacum  or  an  alkali,  they 
may  be  left  out.  (n  diarrhxa,  pulverized  nut-galls,  or  geranium  macu- 
latum,  or  any  suitable  astringent,  may  be  united  with  it.  Should  a  bit- 
ter be  indicated,  it  may  be  united  with  pulverized  cinchona. 

I  have  used  it  for  eight  years  past,  and,  as  1  think,  with  great  bene6t 
In  ouuiy  cases  I  prefer  it  to  any  other  aciid,  being  not  disagreeable  and 
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more  efficacious.  Both  the  root  and  seed  contain  a  large  proportion  of 
fecula,  and  are  easily  reduced  to  a  powder  by  grinding  in  a  coffee  mill. 
About  the  first  of  September  is  the  best  time  for  collecting  them.  For 
keeping,  the  seed  should  be  cleaned,  dried  and  kept  close  in  a  glass 
bottle.  The  root  should  be  cleaned,  sliced,  dried,  ground,  packed  and 
corked  tightly  in  a  glass  bottle.  A. 

Mmdetij  Ct.,  Oct.  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    OCTOBER   25,     J837. 


INFIRMARY  FOR  DISEASES  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

From  a  small,  unostentatious  beginning,  there  has  been  a  very  valuable 
institution  forming  in  this  city,  which  is  perfectly  charitable  in  its  char- 
acter, and  therefore  claims  the  attention  and  fostering  influences  of  all 
benevolent  people.  It  is  an  infirmary  exclusively  devoted  to  the  service 
of  the  poor  who  are  sufl^ering  from  diseases  of  the  lungs. 

By  consulting  the  bills  of  mortality,  it  is  apparent  that  pulmonary  con- 
sumption has  swept  multitudes  to  the  grave.  The  causes  producing  this 
melancholy  fatality  are  still  operating,  as  they  always  will  in  this  varia- 
ble climate.  As  the  population  increases,  the  mortality  arising  from  va- 
rious aflfections  of  the  respiratory  organs,  increases  in  a  corresponding 
ratio,  till  the  aggregate,  in  any  given  year,  in  the  large  towns  and  cities 
in  New  England,  and  particularly  in  Boston,  preponderates  over  all 
others  in  the  nomenclature.  Believing  that  it  was  possible  to  offer 
some  temporary,  if  not  permanent  relief  to  those  whose  circumstances 
ibrbid  them  from  procuring,  in  all  instances,  that  advice  which  their  con- 
dition obviously  requires,  an  association  was  formed  expressly  to  meet 
this  demand.  To  this  infirmary  every  one  is  welcome.  The  exact  con- 
dition of  the  lungs  is  ascertained,  so  far  as  it  has  been  found  practica- 
ble by  modern  improvements  and  discoveries.  Medicines  are  dispensed 
gratuitously,  and,  in  a  word,  nothing  is  omitted  which  can  be  of  utility 
to  the  patient.  A  charity  based  on  this  broad  foundation,  we  trust,  will 
find  favor  with  an  intelligent  community.  Gentlemen  of  the  city,  the 
clergy,  physicians — indeed,  all  who  sympathize  with  this  class  of  sufl^er- 
ers — are  invited  to  direct  them  to  the  infirmary,  with  full  confidence  in 
the  skill  and  assiduity  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  make  a  voluntary 
service  of  their  labors. 

For  the  present,  the  patients  are  examined  and  prescribed  for  in  the 
east  wing  of  the  old  stone  Court  House,  on  the  first  floor,  entrance  from 
School  street,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  from  12  to  I 
o'clock.  A  suitable  edifice  will  be  selected,  we  trust,  within  a  reason- 
able time,  in  which  the  infirmary  will  be  permanently  located.  It  would 
be  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  to  doubt  their  willingness 
to  provide  some  quiet,  commodious  building,  as  soon  as  the  business  of 
this  charity  demands  it,  which  cannot  he  long,  meeting,  as  it  does,  the 
entire  approbation  of  every  friend  of  sufiTering  humanity. 

Uerealler^  we  shall  speak  more  particularly  of  the  medical  regula- 
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tions  of  the  infirmary,  publish  statistics,  aod  report  cases — hoping,  in  the 
mean  time,  that  editors  of  the  public  papers  will  have  the  kindness  to 
notice  the  organization  of  the  infirmary,  for  the  sake  of  those  for  whom 
it  was  instituted. 


Boston  Medical  Dispensary. — At  n  recent  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
to  this  charity,  the  following  gentlemen  received  appointments  : — Con- 
sulting Physicians  J  John  Randall,  M.D.,  Winter  street  ;  and  Solomon 
D.  Townsend,  M.D.,  Somerset  street.  Visiting  Physicians y  Henry  G. 
Clark,  M.D.,  Wards  1  and  3;  Joseph  Moriarly,  M.D  ,  Ward  2;  Francis 
H.  Gray,  M.D.,  Ward  4  ;  John  H.  Dix,  M.D.,  Wards  5,  6,  and  7  ; 
Warren  I.  Whitney,  M.D.,  Broad  street  ;  H.  B.  Inches,  M.D.,  Fort 
hill;  Abner  B.  Wheeler,  M.D.,  Ward  10;  H.  I.  Bowditch,  M.D.,  Ward 
11  ;  John  Odin,  M.D.,  ward  12;  Marcellus  Bowen,  M.D.,  South 
Boston. 


Travelling  PestUence. — At  Marseilles,  the  cholera  was  abating,  when 
the  last  despatches  were  sent.  Only  24  deaths  were  caused  by  it  on 
the  6th  of  Sept.  At  Berlin,  on  the  same  day,  there  were  41  deaths  by 
cholera.  It  had  also  broken  out  at  Magdebourg,  and  some  other  places 
in  that  neighborhood.  In  Rome,  more  than  two  hundred  persons  were 
dying  daily.  On  the  29(h  of  August  there  were  366  new  cases,  and  217 
deaths  ;  on  the  30th,  357  new  cases,  and  211  deaths.  There  were  on 
the  same  day,  1415  sick,  under  medical  treatment.  In  Italy,  generally, 
the  cholera  was  abating.  Very  suddenly,  it  had  began  to  show  itself  at 
Prague.  From  the  29ih  to  the  30th,  there  were  100  new  cases  of  cholera 
and  55  deaths  at  Berlin,  and  from  the  30th  of  Sept.  to  the  31st,  102  cases 
and  64  deaths.  The  king  dispensed  with  the  usual  exercises  of  the 
guard,  and  decided  that  as  soon  as  there  shall  have  been  20  cases  of 
•cholera  in  the  camp,  the  soldiers  shall  be  dispersed.  At  Breslau,  from 
the  12th  to  the  29tb,  there  were  only  12  new  cases.  At  Dantzic,  the 
weather  being  cold  and  damp,  the  disease  had  nearly  disappeared  on  the 
12th.     Naples  was  almost  entirely  free  from  the  scourge  at  the  lost  dates. 


Plague  in  Germany. — At  Sophia,  which  has  a  population  of  50,000, 
there  have  been  200  deaths  a  day.  It  is  now  spreading  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Danube,  and  may,  if  it  journeys  more  northward,  associate 
its  terrors  with  its  sister  pestilence,  the  cholera.  This  horrible  pesti- 
lence, plague,  is  gradually,  but  positively  creeping  into  Europe,  and  un- 
less some  uncommon  sanative  exertions  are  immediately  enforced  to 
hem  it  in,  and  have  its  power  exhausted  where  it  now  is,  a  desolation, 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  disease,  will  assuredly  mark  its  fearful  pro- 
gress. The  continent  seems  destined  to  be  overrun  by  this  alMevour- 
ing  minister  of  death. 


Physician  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital— A  meeting  of  the 
trustees  was  held  on  Friday,  Oct.  13th.— Dr.  James  Jackson  resigned 
his  place,  having  been  the  physician  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the 
institution,  and  Dr.  Enoch  Hale,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  was  appointed  to  the 
ofiice  80  long  and  honorably  filled  by  Dr.  Jackson. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — It  is  very  sickly  at  Port  Gibson. — M.  Henry,  of 
Montreal,  is  said  to  have  discovered  a  remedy  for  hydrophobia. — Messrs. 
Fowler  and  Brevoorl  are  lecturing  on  phrenology  at  Detroit. — D.  J. 
Browne,  the  naturalist,  has  located  himself' at  Tonawi^nda,  near  the  Falls 
of  Niagara. — Thirty  thousand  dollars  have  been  appropriated  by  the 
Common  Council  of  Boston,  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  for  the  insane 
and  idiotic,  at  South  Boston. — Dr.  B.  Ticknor  is  fleet  surgeon  of  the 
exploring  expedition,  and  attached  to  the  frigate  Macedonian.  The  as- 
sistant surgeons  of  the  same  vessel,  are  Drs.  John  L.  Fox  and  J.  J. 
Abernethy.  Passed  assistant  surgeon  of  the  store  ship  Relief,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Gilchrist.  In  the  brig  Consort,  assistant  surgeon  Dr.  Charles 
Guillon  goes  out  medical  officer. — Dr.  Sweetser  proposes  to  deliver  a 
popular  course  of  twelve  lectures  on  the  principles  of  health,  at  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple,  commencing  on  Thursday  evening,  Oct.  19th.  He  is  a  fine 
writer  and  a  worthy  man. — Two  albinos  are  exhibited  at  Philadelphia. — 
Seventeen  cases  of  smallpox  have  recently  occurred  at  Lowell. — Sick- 
ness has  abated  at  New  Orleans,  and  also  at  Natchez. — The  plague  has 
entirely  subsided  at  Smyrna. — The  yellow  fever  has  been  felt  severely  at 
Mobile,  although  the  public  authorities  attempted  to  conceal  its  exist- 
ence. From  June  to  Oct.  Ist,  there  were  275  deaths,  of  which  95  were 
in  September. — The  deaths  in  Central  America,  by  cholera,  amount  to 
one  fifteenth  of  the  population. — Mr.  Durant's  exposure  of  the  arts  and 
impositions,  as  they  are  called,  of  animal  magnetists,  sells  rapidly. — 
Richard  K.  Frost,  a  Thomsonian  infirmary  keeper,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  has  been  arrested  and  held  to  bail  in  $5000,  charged  with  having 
caused  the  death  of  T.  G.  French,  by  the  administration  of  improper 
drugs.  Dr.  Ephriam  Buck,  of  Boston,  has  given  publicity  to  a  similar 
case,  at  Maiden — the  patient  being  a  victim  to  outrageous  quackery. 


To  CoRaKSPo?rDENTS. — Professor  Mettauer's  paper  on  Amputation  of  the  Penis, 
with  the  respective  communications  of  Dr.  Hopton,  Dr.  Davenport,  Dr.  Jones,  Dr. 
Knight,  and  X.  Y.  Z.,  and  several  translations  from  the  Italian  of  Dr.  Portal,  are  on 
file  for  publication. — Dr.  Sweetser's  work  on  Digestion  was  received  too  late  for 
any  further  notice  in  this  number. 

DiRD, — In  Alton,  III.,  Dr.  William  8.  Emerson,  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Emerson,  of 
Eennebunk. — In  New  Orleans,  of  yellow  fever,  Dr.  Wellington  Peabody,  son  of 
Dr.  Nathaniel  Peabody,  of  Salem,  and  Resident  Physician  of  the  New  Orleans 
Infirmary,  aged  21. — At  Scituate,  Mass.,  Dr.  Gushing  Otis. — At  West  Suffield, 
Ct,  David  Phelps,  M.D.,  aged  30. — By  the  upsetting  of  a  stage,  near  Bainbridge, 
Florida,  Dr.  L.  Osborn,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  91,  S3.    Mules,  9— Fenmles,  14. 

Coosnmption,  3— nrnrasmus,  9— rheumatism,  1— croup,  1— typhus  fever,  3— flts,  1— chnlem  Influi' 
tnm,  I-— teethinf,  1— intemperance,  l-^convulsions,  ]— hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  9— inflammailoa 
ef  the  lungs,  1— spasms,  1— stillborn,  3. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Trb  sobseribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.    A  convenient  room 
IMS  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  siudenis  at  all  hours.    1  hey  will  have 
•eoesstoan  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  Acility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
tbofoogb  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  olflered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  In  «»•  DlspeDsary 
dittrlets,  embracing  Wards  1,9  and  3,  and  m  owm  vkick  will  be  trtated  at  As  ro&m  iailf. 
InstmctloD  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Soflicient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy^ 

For  Airtber  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
tbembMribera.  EPUBAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
B.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
AMfM,  jffMfWt  9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK.  M.D. 

^  JOSEPH  MORIARTT,  M.D. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


196  Medical  Advertisements. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

PHTSfciAira  In  any  aectfon  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pvaa  Vaccirx 
Viavs  by  return  mail,  on  addreMing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  eDclos- 
ing  one  dollar,  po»tpaidy  wiihf>ut  which,  no  letter  will  be  talten  Trom  the  post  office.         Oct.  S5. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  THli  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

COLLEGE   or   PHYSICIAllfl   AMD    8DRGEOR8. 

TSE  Lectures  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  of  each  year,  and  continue  for  four 
months. 

J.  AuausTiifB  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology 

ALszANDBa  H.  STE?cna,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  (to  lecture  at  the  N.  Tork  Hospital.) 

JosBPH  MATMaa  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Pmciice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medlein*. 

Edward  Delafibld,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diveases  of  Women  and  Chitdren. 

John  B.  Beck,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Toaasr,  M.D.,  Professorof  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

John  R.  Rhinblandbr,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy.    (Lectures  on  General,  Sur|^cal  and  Patbo* 
logical  Anatomy.) 

AI.B4N  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

AM4RIAH  Brioham,  M.D.  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

Demonstrators. — Jamb*  QuackbnbCsh,  M.D.,   J.  B.  Swett,  M.D. 

The  expense  of  attending  a  complete  course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is  $108.  The  matrlca- 
lation  fee,  which  Is  $5,  entitles  the  student  to  the  use  of  tlie  College  Library.    Graduation  fee,  $25. 

Oct.  4— 4t.  NICOLL  H.  DER1N6,  M.D.,  RegiHrar, 

MEDICAL    SCHOOL   OF  HARVARD    UNIVERSITY.  " 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  iiarvard  University  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  in 
Mason  street,  Boston,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M..  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.    For  the  following  four 
week4,  the  Hospital  and  Dissecting  room  wilt  be  kept  open,  and  some  Lectures  will  be  given,  with- 
out ailditional  expense,  to  such  students  a«  may  remain. 
The  following  Courses  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  to  the  class  of  the  ensuing  aeaaon.       Fsss. 
Anatomv,  by  Edward  Rbtnoldi,  M.D.*  $15 

Chemistry,  by  John  W.  Wbsstbr,  M.D.  15 

Midwilery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Waltbr  Charnino,  M.D.  10 

Materia  Medica  acid  Clinical  Medicine,  by  Jacob  Bioblow,  M.D.  10 

Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by  Gbo.  Batwabd,  M.D.       10 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Wabb,  M.D.  15 

By  an  additional  act  of  the  Leifiilaiure  of  Massachusetts,  the  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Prac- 
tical Anatomy  are  now  placed  upon  the  most  liberal  footing,  and  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
wants  of  science  will  be  legally  provided  at  a  small  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  Gt^neral  Hospital  is  open  without  fee  to  students  attendine  the  Lectures  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Clinical  Lecturesare  given  several  times  in  each  week,  and  surgical  open- 
tions  are  frequent. 

To  tile  Medical  College  is  attached  a  Medical  Library,  a  costly  and  extensive  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  Coltections  illustrative  of  Midwifery,  Materia  Medica,  and  Healthy  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 

WALTER  CHANiNING, 
Boston,  July  5,  1837.  tNov.  1.  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

*  Professor  John  C.  Warren  being  in  Europe,  and  having  announced  his  intention  not  to  retnni 
this  winter,  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  (JniverAity  have  appointed  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy  the  ensuing  winter.  Professor  Hay  ward  has  also  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  Lecturee 
on  Operative  Surgery.  Sept.  37.  W.  CUANNING,  Dsam. 

[Printers  whose  papers  contain  the  advertisement  of  the  Lectures,  are  particularly  desired  to  inseit 
the  above.] 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instmctloii, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachnsetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lecrures  on  the  ca.«es  they  witness  there.  Inr.ruction,  by  lectures  or  exarolnatloiM,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  CHAifiri:«a. 
On  Physiology,  Paihulogy,  Therapeuiics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Dr.  Wars. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -  .....  "      Da.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,       -.--  -._-..  _  ««      |>a.  Lbwis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  honse,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  wiih'iut  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee^  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  HoaM, 
Boston.  WALTER  CUANNINO, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIfl,  JR. 

^ WINSLOW  LBWIS,  JR 

T'lB  B>iiTON  MEOrCAL  A.VD  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wedneaday,  by 
1).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  ItM  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  comnittnicaiioDS 
ni'Ht  he  ad  iressed, /yo«t-pai(/.  It  is  al«o  published  in  Monthly  Parln,  each  Part  coniaininc  the  weekly 
nutniiersoftheprecttdinc  month, stitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.*C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  9^,00 a 
ve-irin  advance.  <$:l..)0  after  three  months,  and  .$4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agenta allowed 
every  seventh  copy  ^t«<w.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
•atisfltctory  reference.— Postage  the  same  aa  for  a  Newspaper. 
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AMPUTATION  OF  THE  PENIS. 

BY    JOHN    P.   METTAUBR,    M.D.  OF     TIROIRIA. 

(Communicated  for  the  BoetoD  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonraal.] 

The  diseases  which  render  a  resort  to  this  horrid  mutilation  necessary,  ar6 
generally  of  such  a  nature  as  to  leave  their  unfortunate  subjects  to  choose 
between  their  death-like  tendencies,  and  the  appalling  operation  which 
forms  the  subject  of  this  article.  Notwithstanding  the  many  painful 
considerations  which  unite  to  render  such  a  dismembering  one  of  the 
most  important  steps  in  operative  surgery,  there  are  others  not  less  so, 
connected  with  the  operation  itself,  because  they  occasionally  involve 
the  safety  of  the  individual,  and  even  life  itself  is  placed  in  imminent 
jeopardy  by  them  in  some  instances. 

All  surgeons  must  have  experienced  some  difficulty  from  the  traumatic 
accidents,  which,  according  to  the  present  modes  of  operating,  occasion** 
ally  follow  amputation  of  the  penis.  Hemorrhage,  in  an  especial 
manner,  sometimes  presents  itself  as  a  most  perplexing  and  troublesome 
occurrence ;  indeed,  it  is  to  be  regarded  in  every  case  of  such  amputa* 
tioo,  as  a  necessary  and  unavoidable  concomitant  upon  the  present 
modes  of  operating.  The  shrinking  away  and  deforming  retractions  of 
the  member,  also  essentially  embarrass  the  after-treatment,  and  add  to 
the  perplexities  of  the  surgeon.  By  the  present  mode  of  operating  it  is 
impossible  to  prevent  the  sudden  effusion  of  blood  from  the  cavernous 
and  spongy  textures,  as  soon  as  they  are  divided  ;  and  this  occurrence 
greatly  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  restraining  the  arterial  hemorrhage  by 
suddenly  converting  the  penis  into  a  flabby  and  soft  membranous  state 
of  the  organ,  which  renders  the  mouths  of  ti)e  bleeding  arteries  ex-* 
tremely  difficult  of  access.  In  despite  of  the  various  expedients  hither- 
to employed,  much  blood  is  invariably  lost  during  the  operation,  and 
sometimes  the  hemorrhage  has  actually  proved  fatal. 

The  older  surgeons,  to  enable  them  to  guard  against  hemorrhage  in 
soch  cases,  sometimes  removed  the  diseased  portion  of  the  penis  by  liga* 
tare  around  the  organ,  and  applied  so  Grmly  as  to  intercept  the  farther 
supply  of  blood  to  the  extremity  beyond  it,  with  a  view  of  causing  its 
death  and  separation,  by  the  sloughing  process.  In  this  manner  the 
removal  of  a  diseased  penis  was  once  effected  by  the  celebrated  Ruysch ; 
but  the  process  being  exceedingly  tedious  and  painful,  it  has  not  gained 
favor  with  surgeons,  notwithstanding  it  received  the  sanction  of  Hunter's 
high  authority.     . 
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Several  other  methods  of  amputating;  the  penis  have  been  adopted 
and  proposed  by  surgeons ;  but  none  of  them  have  furnislied  the  pro- 
per guards  against  the  accidents  which  have  been  pointed  out.  The 
plan  recommended  by  Callisen,  an  eminent  Danish  surgeon,  united  some 
valuable  agencies,  but  is  nevertheless  defective,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not 
secure  to  the  surgeon  the  means  for  guarding  against  hemorrhage,  and 
the  inconvenient  shrinking  and  retraction  of  the  penis,  as  soon  as  the 
cells  of  it  are  cut  across.  The  cautions  against  drawing  the  skin  back 
with  some  force,  and  the  directions  to  employ  a  catheter  in  the  urethra, 
are  the  only  steps  in  his  mode  of  operating  worthy  of  imitation  ;  and  as 
far  as  our  experience  extends,  we  decidedly  approve  of,  and  have  adopt- 
ed, them  in  our  operations,  with  very  inconsiderable  modifications  of  our 
own.  According  to  Callisen's  method,  as  soon  as  the  circular  incision 
divides  the  integuments,  the  corpora  cavernosa,  corpus  spongiosum, 
and  urethra,  are  to  be  cut  through  on  a  plane  with  the  incision  of  the 
skin,  by  a  single  stroke  of  the  knife.  Some  operators  advise  the  draw- 
ing (in  the  direction  of  the  glans),  of  the  integuments,  before  they  are 
divided,  with  the  design  of  removing  as  much  of  them  as  possible,  un- 
der the  impression  that  there  will  be  a  superabundance  unless  this  is 
done,  after  the  division  of  the  cells  of  the  cavernous  and  spongy  textures. 
Sabatier  adopted  this  practice.  His  .mode  of  operating  is  also  exceed- 
ingly simple :  it  is  effected  by  a  single  stroke  of  the  knife,  which  di- 
vides the  skin,  corpora  cavernosa,  corpus  spongiosum,  and  urethra,  upon 
the  same  plane.  After  these  sections  are  formed,  the  arteries  are  to  be 
secured  by  separate  ligatures,  and  the  oozing  of  blood  from  the  cells  of 
the  spongy  textures  to  be  restrained  by  the  application  of  sponge  to  the 
surface  of  the  stump,  or  fine  lint,  or  agaric  and  styptics.  It  has  also 
been  advised,  as  a  means  of  restraining  the  oozing,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  favor  the  healing  of  the  stump,  to  introduce  into  the  urethra  a  canula 
or  catheter,  to  cover  the  surface  of  the  stump  with  the  integuments,  and 
to  confine  them  whh  adhesive  plasters,  until  adhesion  takes  place. 

These  plans  are  defective  ;  and  a  mode  of  operating  which  will  sup- 
ply the  desiderated  aid,  cannot  fail  to  rob  amputation  of  the  penis  of 
much  of  its  danger,  and  to  give  to  the  surgeon  the  proper  control  over 
an  operation  intrinsically  simple  and  easy  of  execution. 

The  sudden  collapse  of  the  penis,  as  soon  as  its  cavernous  cells  are 
emptied  by  the  division  of  the  elastic  ligament,  and  the  constant  ten- 
dency of  it  to  retract  still  farther,  as  long  as  the  cells  effuse  blood,  will 
always  render  the  application  of  the  means  in  the  traumatic  stage — par- 
ticularly such  as  are  designed  to  arrest  hemorrhage,  and  to  supply  dress- 
ings— exceedingly  troublesome.  In  our  practice  we  have  found  them 
so  ;  and  the  first  intimations  which  directed  to  the  plan  of  operating  we 
have  since  adopted,  and  propose  to  describe  in  the  sequel  of  this  paper, 
were  presented  by  a  case  we  treated,  and  much  to  our  satisfaction,  as 
well  as  to  that  of  the  patient. 

Our  operation  consists  Qf  several  stages: — 1st.  The  introductioo  of 
a  canula  into  the  urethra,  of  a  size  sufficient  to  place  the  canal  some- 
what upon  the  stretch,  and  to  extend  some  distance  beyond  the  point 
at  which  the  section  is  to  be  performed.    This  canula  may  consist  either 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Amputaiian  of  the  Penis.  199 

of  silver,  box,  or  any  other  hard  substance ;  the  elastic  gum  would 
'answer  very  well,  possibly  belter  than  any  other  material,  but  it  would 
not  resist  the  edge  of  a  sharp  knife  with  sufficient  certainty  to  entitle  it 
to  a  preference  in  such  an  operation.  In  the  next  place  we  advise  the 
skin  to  be  rendered  smooth  by  a  very  gentle  retraction  of  it,  and  a  circu** 
lar  section  of  it  aboqt  three  or  four  lines  from  the  diseased  mai^in  of 
the  glans.  By  a  still  further  retraction  of  it,  the  elastic  ligament  is  brought 
into  view,  when  the  third  step  of  the  operation  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  inserting  a  strong  ligature,  well  waxed,  at  points  between  the  corpus 
spongiosum  and  corpora  cavernosa  on  opposite  sides,  and  on  the  dorsum 
of  the  penis,  a  little  exterior  to  the  groove,  on  its  most  superior  aspect ; 
thus  inserted,  the  ligature  resembles  the  basting-thread  of  an  un6nisbed 
garment,  with  the  extremities  on  the  median  line  of  the  dorsum.  At 
this  {)oint  a  noose  must  be  formed,  by  passing  the  ends  of  the  thread 
through  it  often  enough  to  form,  when  they  are  drawn,  the  surgeon's  knot. 
This  done,  the  fourth  step  of  the  operation  is  to  be  effected,  by  sud- 
denly and  forcibly  tightening  the  noose  around  the  penis,  until  the  arte- 
ries and  cells  are  6rmly  and  completely  compressed  between  its  grasp 
and  the  convex  surface  of  the  canula  in  the  urethra.  In  the  execution 
of  this  step  the  ligature  must  be  instantly  tightened,  or  the  pain  may 
become  insupportable.  The  force  of  the  compressing  noose  may  now 
be  6xed  by  the  addition  of  a  second  knot.  Taking  care  now  to  exam- 
ine the  situation  of  the  canula,  and  to  know  that  the  extremity  within 
the  urethra  is  considerably  beyond  the  point  at  which  aniputation  is  to  be 
effected,  the  fifth  step  of  the  operation  is  to  be  accomplished  by  a  sweep 
of  the  knife,  similar  to  the  movement  performed  in  the  amputation  of 
the  limbs,  by  which  the  compressed  textures  are  to  be  divided  about 
two  lines  anterior  to  the  ligature,  and  the  knife  made  to  cut  fairly  down 
to  the  canula.  The  excised  parts  are  now  to  be  removed,  and  may 
generally  be  drawn  over  the  projecting  portion  of  the  canula.  After 
washing  the  parts,  the  canula  should  be  adjusted,  and  then  the  super- 
fluous parts  of  the  ligature  are  to  be  cut  off*  within  three  lines  of  the 
knot.  Thus  arranged,  it  cannot  possibly  be  displaced.  In  the  per- 
formance of  the  section  no  pain  is  experienced,  nor  will  there  be  a  drop 
of  blood  effused,  if  the  ligature  ha?  been  properly  tightened.  The  re- 
traction of  the  penis  which  attends  upon  this  operation,  does  not  proceed 
from  loss  of  blood,  as  it  takes  place  with  the  commencement  of  the 
incision  of  the  skin  ;  it  doubtless  proceeds  from  pain  of  the  parts  during 
the  operation,  and  the  mental  state  necessarily  connected  with  such  an 
operation.  Reaction  very  soon  restores  the  parts  to  a  state  of  com- 
parative tension  and  fulness.  The  skin  may  now  be  drawn  over  the 
face  of  the  stump  quite  down  to  the  canula,  so  as  to  leave  the  cut  mar- 
gin in  contact  with  it,  in  which  position  it  is  to  be  confined  by  adhesive 
strips,  and  a  soft,  narrow  bandage.  After  the  bandage  is  well  secured 
around  the  stump,  the  extremity  of  the  canula  must  be  included  in  the 
noose  of  a  strong  ligature,  well  waxed,  to  prevent  its  slipping  off",  and 
this  should  be  attached  to  the  dressing  of  the  slump,  to  prevent  the 
dislodging  of  the  canula  from  the  urethra.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to 
remove  the  dressing  for  four  days.    Should  the  tube  become  obstructed, 
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it  may  be  opened  with  a  probe.  When  the  dressing  is  removed,  if  the 
ligature  is  (bund  to  be  loose,  it  may  be  cut  away  ;  if  not,  it  should 
remain  longer.  As  soon  as  the  ligature  is  removed,  the  eanula  may  be 
withdrawn  for  the  first  time,  but  must  be  replaced,  and  kept  in  the  canal 
for  some  weeks,  or  the  orifice  may  close  up,  and  produce  suppression  of 
the  urinary  flow. 

Id  eight  or  ten  days,  by  this  simple  mode  of  operating,  a  perfect  cure 
may  generally  be  efifected  ;  and  if  the  disease  requiring  the  amputation 
shall  not  render  the  removal  of  a  large  portion  of  the  member  neces- 
sary, it  leaves  a  stump  of  great  neatness  to  console  the  unfortunate  indi- 
vidual, and  will  serve  all  the  common  purposes  of  life — even  the  pro- 
creative  in  some  instances. 

Our  experience  in  amputation  of  the  penis  enables  us  to  state,  that 
extensive  cancerous  conditions  of  the  glans  and  prepuce,  and  of  long 
standing,  should  not  discourage  the  operation,  even  when  the  inguinal 
glands  are  enlarged  to  some  extent.  These  glands  may  be  affected  by 
the  irritation  of  the  diseased  prepuce  or  glans  penis,  and  take  on  the 
inflammatory  action,  which  results  in  their  enlargement  merely  as  a  sym- 
pathetic disturbance ;  or  they  may  become  enlarged  in  consequence  of 
irritation  in  other  and  remote  parts,  accidentally  associated  with  the  can- 
cerous aflfection,  and  in  both  cases  free  from  the  cancerous  irritation.  Un- 
der such  circumstances,  amputation  might  be  performed  with  the  certain 
prospect  of  successfully  arresting  and  eradicating  the  disease.  It  is 
often  the  case  that  cancer  of  the  penis  occurs  with  individuals  laboring 
at  the  same  time  under  a  varicose  state  of  the  branches  of  the  saphena, 
and  varicose  ulcers  on  different  parts  of  the  corresponding  extremity. 
In  such  cases,  the  varicose  affections  generally  precede  the  cancerous ; 
and  they  uniformly  produce,  soon  after  their  occurrence,  more  or  less 
sympathetic  enlargement  of  the  inguinal  glands,  and  before  the  cancer 
begins. 

Oct  12,  1837. 


MECHANICAL  TREATMENT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  want  of  success  which  attends  the  arduous  labors  of  many  of  the 
medical  profession  in  their  practical  career,  arises,  in  many  cases,  from  a 
very  obvious  cause,  which  they  have  never  been  led  suflSciently  to*  in- 
vestigate— that  is,  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  formality.  We  are  all  aware 
of  the  unsuccessful  results  which  oftentimes  occur  in  the  daily  routine 
of  practice — results,  thwarting  at  once  our  best  directed  essays  for  the 
removal  of  some  inveterate  disease.  None  of  our  medicines  appear  to 
have  the  desired  eflTect ;  in  vain  we  resort  to  the  materia  medica,  till  we 
nearly  exhaust  every  article  which  seems  likely  to  benefit  or  relieve. 
At  last  some  unforeseen  event  takes  place,  which  puts  the  patient  in  an 
immediate  state  of  convalescence.  The  result  of  such  a  favorable  oc- 
currence, impels  us  to  ascribe  the  cure  to  the  medicine  last  given,  be  it 
what  it  may.    This  accounts  for  the  popularity  of  the  celebrated  do»- 
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trums  and  quack  recipes  which  611  the  public  journals  of  the  day. 
These  spontaneous  results  inspire  niany  practitioners  with  a  blind  sort  of 
confidence  in  the  worst  of  cases.  They  see  dreadful  forms  of  disease 
sometimes  get  well,  while  their  patients  are  taking  some  particular  arti- 
cle ;  but,  I  fear,  they  lose  sight  of  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  whose 
efficacy  often  confers  an  undeserved  reputation  on  almost  every  article 
of  the  materia  medica.  However  nature  overcomes  the  disease,  it  only 
serves  to  confirm  their  prejudice.  A  preposterous  belief  in  the  possi- 
bility of  discovering  some  peculiar  remedy,  calculated  for  every  sort  of 
disease  (mirabile  dictu),  for  every  stage  and  state  of  it,  has  been  one  of 
the  greatest  absurdities  which  has  disgraced  the  practice  of  medicine. 
From  idiosyncrasy,  one  would  naturally  suppose  it  would  require  but 
little  intelligence  to  discern,  that  from  the  same  genera,  many  distinct 
species  arise,  varying  according  to  the  age,  constitution,  and  habits  of  the 
diseased.  Therefore  it  is  evident  that  no  single  plan  of  treatment  can 
be  invariably  right,  and  productive  of  happy  consequences.  Too  often 
the  salutary  operation  of  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae  has  been  mistaken 
for  a  sort  of  proof  of  the  good  effect  of  several  inert  and  pernicious 
remedies.  And  it  has  not  been  properly  remembered  how  many  dis- 
es^es  would  get  well  of  themselves,  nay,  how  many  do  actually  undergo 
a  cure>  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  created  by  bad  and  unskilful 
practice. 

A  variety  of  management  is  necessary,  as  exemplified  in  the  different 
stages  of  inflammation,  ulceration,  mortification,  &c.  If  we  follow  the 
advice  of  some  writers,  we  are  to  dress  all  wounds  the  first  day  with  a 
certain  application,  the  second  day  with  another,  and  other  alterations 
follow  every  rising  of  the  sun.  But  this  mechanical  and  unscientific 
way  of  legislating  in  surgery  by  the  clock  or  sun  dial,  is  totally  inconsis- 
tent with  every  notion  1  can  form  of  right  practice.  Whatever  degree 
of  credit  practitioners  may  take  upon  themselves,  from  such  spontaneous 
results,  the  majority  of  such  cases,  I  think,  ought  to  be  ascribed  to 
nature.  The  candid  and  judicious  practitioner  should  not  always  think 
a  plan  of  treatment  right,  because  bis  patient  gets  well ;  for  there  b  an 
essential  difference  between  a  cure  promoted  by  really  useful  ineanSi 
and  an  escape,  notwithstanding  the  employment  of  unskilful  ones. 
These  are  important  facts  to  be  remembered,  in  judging  of  the  true 
merit  of  any  preventive  methods  of  treatment.  These  mistakes  have 
bad  as  much  influence,  as  credulity,  in  conferring  a  temporary  reputation 
upon  quackery.  Let  it,  therefore,  ever  be  borne  in  mind  that  one  plan 
of  treatment  will  never  answer  in  every  case  of  the  same  disease,  for 
diseases  are  greatly  modified  by  circumstances.  The  judgment  is  an  im- 
portant faculty  to  be  exercised  in  discriminating  when  to  vary  the  modus 
operandi  according  to  the  exigences  of  the  case.  All  these  are  impor- 
tant facts,  and  worthy  of  consideration.  The  physician  can  never  be 
guided  in  all  circumstances  by  any  fixed,  invariable  rules.  He  cannot 
practise  one  continued  round  of  application,  but  must  conform  himself 
to  existing  indications.  When  he  does  this,  he  will  not  so  often  have 
cause  to  regret  his  ill  success,  nor  be  subject  to  the  roortificatkni  coo- 
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sequent  upon  the  aggravation  of  the  disease,  ab  origin,  by  his  remedial 
means. 

I  might  enlarge  upon  this  interesting  tben)e,  but  I  forbear.  A  word 
to  the  wise  is  sufficient.  X.  Y.  Z. 

South  Venice,  JV.  F.,  Oct.  13M,  1837. 


OPIUM  IN    RHEUMATISM—ADDITIONAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

[Comma nlcated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  the  Journal  I  observe  much  is  said  on  the  subject  of  opium  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism.  Allow  me  to  ask  one  question.  Will  opium 
cure  a  case  of  rheumatism  of  6fteen  years  standing?  I  have  a  case  of 
this  duration  on  hand,  which  I  am  very  anxious  to  cure. 

Opium,  as  a  remedy  in  rheumatism,  has  been  long  known  to  me,  and 
is  a  preferred  therapeutical  agent  under  certain  circumstances.  1  have 
employed  it  about  twenty  years — 6rst  in  the  form  of  Dover's  powders, 
which  in  those  days  was  a  fashionable  prescription  ;  afterwards,  in  pills 
or  tinctures  ;  and  6nally,  morphia,  &c.  &c.  But  I  do  not  know  that  I 
have  ever,  in  a  single  instance,  cured  a  case  of  rheumatism  by  opium. 
I  adroit  that  opium  will  allay  pain  and  irritation,  and  that  excruciating 
pang  peculiar  to  this  disease,  and  no  doubt  it  is  the  best  remedy  for  this 
particular  purpose ;  but  whether  opium  radically  removes  the  disease,  is 
another  question.  In  my  hands  I  apprehend  it  never  has.  The  subject 
above  alluded  to  can  always  have  his  pains  relieved  by  opium,  morphia 
or  colchicum  ;  or  even  emetic  tartar,  &c.  And  this  is  all  opium  can  do 
for  him  ;  for  he  is  at  this  hour,  as  he  was  fifteen  years  ago,  unable  to 
move.  No  treatment  or  remedy,  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  has  been 
left  untried.  He  has  consulted  physicians  far  and  near — resorted  to 
quackery  and  quack  remedies,  steam  doctors,  catholicons,  steam  and  va- 
por baths,  springs,  electricity,  &c.  &c.,  but  all  to  no  purpose.     A.  H. 

Ckeraw,  S.  C,  Oct  1th,  1837. 

P.  S. — ^I  have  several  other  cases  of  both  acute  and  chronic  rheuma- 
tbm  on  hand,  which  I  have  put  upon  a  course  of  opium,  in  order  to  test 
it  thoroughly. 


INDIAN  ARROW-WOOD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— I  noticed  in  the  eighth  No.  of  Vol.  XV.  of  your  Journal,  a  note 
giving  the  botanical  name  of  the  "  Wahoo,"  or  «  Indian  arrow-wood," 
referred  to  by  Dr.  Fullerton,  of  Indiana.  I  thought,  at  the  time,  your 
correspondent,  J.  C.  A.,  labored  under  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the  arti- 
cle, but  was  not  at  that  time  sufficiently  positive  to  warrant  a  cor* 
rection  of  it.  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  thought  of  it  again,  but 
b  rov  botanical  excursions  this  summer  and  fall,  I  found  the  article, 
called  by  the  above  common  names  in  this  countrvy  and  upon  a  careful 
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examination  I  foiind  my  first  impression  was  correct.  It  is  not  a  vibur- 
num, nor  in  fact  of  the  same  natural  family.  It  is  the  Euonymus  atro* 
purpureus,  the  natural  order  Celastrinea  ol  Linneus  and  other  authors. 
I  am,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  classed  wrong.  All  the  speci- 
mens 1  have  found,  and  they  are  not  a  few,  have  only  four  stamens,  a 
perfectly  crucial  corol,  and  a  very  peculiar  quadrangular  four-celled 
capsule.  It  is  put  in  the  fifth  class,  and  first  order,  in  the  books.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  may  occasionally  be  found  to  vary  from  my  speci- 
mens ;  identity,  however,  is  all  Uiat  is  necessary.  It  is  a  small  shrub, 
from  four  to  eight  feet  high,  bearing  very  small,  dark-purple  flowers,  on 
rather  long,  slender  axillary  foot  stalks,  irregularly  interspersed  on  the 
main  stalk  and  larger  brandies,  within  a  foot  or  two  of  the  tops  ;  rarely, 
if  ever,  found  on  the  extremities  of  either. 

The  stem  has  smooth,  opposite,  square  branches ;  leaves  petiolate, 
oblong  lanceolate,  accuminate,  serrate,  pubescent  beneath ;  peduncles 
divaricate,  many  flowered.     Fruit  smooth,  bright  red. 

The  bark  of  the  root  is  thick,  and  of  a  light  yellow  or  whitish  color, 
and  very  bitter. 

I  wish  to  add  my  testimony  to  the  statement  of  Dr.  Fullerton,  in  re- 
gard to  its  hydragogue  cathaitic  properties;  and, still  farther,  from  con- 
siderable experience,  I  can  speak  with  confidence  of  it  as  a  most  valu- 
able remedy  in  chronic  asthma.  I  have  used  it,  in  a  strong  infusion,  in 
some  long-standing  and  exceedingly  obstinate  cases,  with  entire  success. 
Its  eflfects  are  slow,  but  permanent,  and  it  probably  aets,  in  this  disease, 
by  giving  tone  to  the  digestive  organs  and  the  whole  system,  and  keep- 
ing up  a  regular  action  of  the  bowels.  It  must  have  been  observed  by 
all  who  have  had  much  experience  in  this  disease,  that  it  is  almost  inva- 
riably accompanied  with  a  furred  tongue,  and  symptoms  of  general  de- 
rangement of  the  digestive  organs  in  particular.  And  it  is  from  its 
peculiarly  salutary  eflfects  in  regulating  the  bowels  and  giving  tone  to  the 
digestive  apparatus,  that  1  suppose  it  acts  beneficially  in  this  disease; 
though  it  may  have  a  more  extended  action  on  the  system  than  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  assigning  it.  At  all  events,  I  think  it  well  worthy 
a  place  in  our  materia  medica,  and  deserving  more  extensive  experi- 
ments than  i)ave  heretofore  been  made  with  it.  I.  G.  Jones. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Sept.  \9tky  1837. 


CREOSOTE   IN   UTERINE  HiEMORRHAGB. 

To  the  EdUor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sib, — Creosote  appears  to  me  to  be  preferable  to  any  other  medicine 
now  ID  use  in  this  most  frightful  complaint,  where  it  takes  place  from  a 
relaxed  state  of  the  vessels  after  parturition,  or  at  any  other  time  when 
the  system  is  in  a  similar  state.  I  have  given  it  in  a  few  cases,  and  it 
operated  like  a  charm.  1  administer  it  as  follows.  R.  Alcohol  dil.  Si. 
creosote  gtt.  60.  M.  take  ^i*  every  third  hour  in  a  little  sweetened 
water.  As  soon  as  the  haemorrhage  is  arrested,  diminish  the  quantity 
taken  at  a  ume,  and  giv6  at  longer  intervals. 
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This  medicine  allays  nausea,  and  operates  favorably  by  not  retarding 
the  action  of  the  bowels.  1  have  given  the  same  preparation  in  one 
case  of  haemoptysis,  and  ttie  result  was  truly  flattering. 

I  make  this  communication,  that  others,  more  favorably  situated,  may 
test  the  efficacy  of  creosote  in  these  complaints,  and  be  led  to  give  us 
the  result  of  their  practice.  I  am  not  now  aware  that  any  one  has  ad- 
ministered creosote  in  like  circumstances.  Yours  truly, 

Truro,  OcL  ISM,  1837.  N.  J.  Knight,  M.D. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL  AND  THERAPEUTICAL   PROPERTIES  OF   PURE 

TANNIN. 

The  process  discovered  by  M.  Pelouze,  for  the  extraction  of  tannin  in 
a  pure  state,  from  the  substances  containing  it,  is  now  familiar  to  every 
chemist,  and  has  thus  given  the  physician  an  opportunity  of  experiment- 
ing with  this  substance,  free  from  all  extraneous  combinations.  This 
has  been  lately  done  by  M.  Cavarra,  the  result  of  whose  experiments 
we  now  lay  before  our  readers. 

The  author  commenced  by  administering  this  substance  to  animals. 
Several  large  strong  dogs  were  given  from  two  to  twelve  grains,  without 
any  accidents  being  produced,  or  any  other  symptoms  occurring,  than  a 
most  obstinate  constipation.  Having  established,  in  this  manner,  that 
pure  tannin  possesses  no  poisonous  qualities,  M.  Cavarra  took  three  pills, 
each  containing  two  and  a  half  grains,  for  three  successive  days.  The 
result  was  an  obstinate  attack  of  constipation,  which  lasted  for  eight 
days,  and  was  only  dissipated  on  the  ninth  by  two  drops  of  croton  oil. 
An  exactly  similar  effect  was  produced  on  two  other  healthy  individuals, 
who  took  the  tannin  in  the  same  dose. 

It  now  remained  to  determine,  if  possible,  in  what  way  tannin  produces 
so  powerful  an  effect  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal. 
A  dog,  in  which  the  maximum  of  constipation  had  been  attained  by 
giving  large  doses  of  tannin,  was  killed.  The  intestinal  mucous  mem* 
brane  was  found  to  be  dry.  The  faecal  matter  was  extremely  hard,  and, 
as  It  were,  parted  against  the  sides  of  the  colon.  On  examining  the  sur- 
face of  the  mucous  membrane  with  a  strong  magnifier,  the  villosities  and 
their  pores  were  found  considerably  contracted.  From  these  and  several' 
other  experiments,  the  author  concludes,  that  tannin  acts  chemically  on 
the  intestinal  mucous  surface,  in  the  same  way  that  it  acts  on  the  skin  of 
an  animal,  and  produces  constipation  by  the  restriction  which  it  catises 
in  the  secreting  parts  or  tissues. 

The  superiority  of  pure  tannin  over  such  substances  as  contain  it  in 
greater  or  less  quantity  (nux,  gaL^  fyc),  is  incontestible.  Its  relative 
power  is  much  superior,  but  experience  alone  could  decide  whether 
pure  tannin  possessed  any  medicinal  properties  or  not.  The  first  experi* 
raent  which  the  author  made,  was  on  a  lady  who  was  affiscted  with 
diarrhoea,  of  an  obstinate  nature,  for  sixteen  months.  Every  kind  of 
treatment,  including  astringents,  had  been  tried  without  success.  After 
the  administration  of  five  pills,  each  oontainiog  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  the 
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diarrhoea  completely  disappeared,  and,  m  addition,  the  lady  found  her- 
self cured  of  a  leucorrhoea,  with  which  she  had  been  affected  for  the 
last  eighteen  years.  It  is  now  a  year  since  this  lady  has  been  cured, 
and  she  continues  to  enjoy  perfect  health. 

This  first  experiment  proves  that  tannin  acts  not  only  on  the  mucous 
membrane  with  which  it  is  in  contact,  but  also  exercises  a  marked  influ- 
ence on  all  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  body.  Other  cases  soon 
confirmed  this  conclusion.  Thus,  a  young  woman,  who  was  affected 
with  chronic  pulmonary  catarrh,  was  cured  with  six  §;rains,  administered 
in  the  dose  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain  per  day.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
give  an  account  here  of  all  the  cases  of  diarrhoea,  catarrh,  &c.,  which 
have  been  cured  under  the  hands  of  the  author  by  the  use  of  tannin. 
We  shall,  therefore,  content  ourselves  by  simply  transcribing  the  con- 
clusions to  which  the  experiments  of  M.  Cavarra,  with  this  new  roedici- 
oal  agent,  have  conducted  him. 

1st.  That  pure  tannin,  by  producing  a  degree  of  impermeability  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  and  also  by  its  action  on  the  nervous  system, 
cures  diarrhoea,  leucorrhoea,  and  chronic  catarrh. 

2d.  That  iis  efficacy  in  haemoptysis,  uterine  haemorrhage,  and  gonor- 
rhoea, is  also  well  demonstrated.  The  author  reports  having  cured  two 
old  claps,  one  dating  fifteen,  the  other  twenty  years. 

Tannin  may  be  given  in  the  form  of  pill,  or  lavement,  or  as  a  draught, 
and  in  the  dose  of  from  a  quarter  to  two  grains,  without  producing  any 
unpleasant  constipation,  but  its  effects  must  be  observed  with  a  jittle 
care.— jBm/.  Tkerap.,  March,  1837. 


TREATMENT  OF  EXTENSIVE  BURNS  AND   SCALDS. 

[At  the  close  of  a  report,  in  the  Western  Medical  Journal,  of  several 
cases  of  scalding  by  steam,  treated  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  which 
were  occasioned  by  an  accident  on  board  the  steamboat  Flora,  near 
Cincinnati,  the  following  clinical  remarks,  by  Professor  Parker,  are 
given.] 

In  bis  practical  remarks  on  the  applications  appropriate  to  injuries 
from  caloric,  the  professor  drew  a  distinction  between  burns  and  scalds. 
A  very  limited  scald  and  a  superficial  burn,  may  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner.  A  simple  emollient  or  a  refrigerant-^a  bread  and  water,  or  an 
elm  bark,  or  a  carrot  poultice— or  a  compress  dipped  in  lead  water,  will 
be  sufficient,  and  equally  adapted  to  both  cases.  It  is  when  the  injury  is 
severe,  that  a  necessity  for  some  variety  in  the  topical  applications 
arises.  The  reduction  of  the  vital  powers  of  the  part,  in  deep  burns,  is 
very  great,  and  the  dressings  from  the  beginning  should  be  stimulating. 
It  was  in  cases  of  this  kind,  occurring  in  the  mining  districts  of  England, 
that  Mr.  Kentish  first  used  his  turpentine  liniment.  Tar  is  an  excellent 
application  to  such  burns.  An  emollient  poultice  should  be  applied 
over  these  stimulant  dressings.  EUrly  suppuration  is  the  desideratum. 
If  the  state  of  excitement  which  attends  purulent  secretion  should  not 
in  time,  the  part  will,  lose  its  yitality.    Scalds  aie  dangierous  in 
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proportion  to  their  extent.  The  disease  is  con6ned  to  the  sktn,  wliich 
is  exquisitely  sensible,  and  brings  into  sympathy  a  great  number  of  the 
vital  organs.  Bad  scalds,  therefore,  do  not  require  applications  so  stimu- 
lating as  tliose  adapted  to  bad  burns.  Of  every  kind  of  dressings,  Pro- 
fessor Parker  prefers  the  liniment  of  flax  seed  oil  and  lime  water.  It  is 
slightly  stimulating,  emollient,  and  calculated  to  exclude  the  atmosphere, 
the  action  of  which  on  the  skin  denuded  of  its  cuticle,  is  always  inju- 
rious. It  is  only  when  the  surface  changes  from  a  bright  to  a  dark  red, 
indicating  passive  congestion,  with  but  little  tendency  to  puriform  secre- 
tion, that  the  Kentish  liniment,  and  other  exciting  applications,  are  re- 
quired, or  even  proper.  To  this  remark,  however,  exceedingly  superfi- 
cial scalds,  not  amounting  to  vesication,  are  an  exception  ;  as  such  are 
often  successfully  treated  with  whiskey  and  other  alcoholic  lotions,  which 
seem  to  introduce  a  new  action  into  the  part.  The  Professor  doubts 
the  propriety  of  applying  liniments  of  white  lead  extensively  to  parts 
denuded  of  their  cuticle.  They  may  act  on  the  nervous  system  as 
poisons.  In  the  granulating  stages  of  scalds,  he  has  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  lint  dipped  in  cold  water ;  provided  it  is  covered  with  oiled 
or  varnished  silk,  to  prevent  evaporation  and  exclude  the  air.  it  is  ac- 
ceptable to  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  and  favorable  to  early  and  health- 
ful cicatrization. 

Farther  Remarks  by  Professor  Drake, — At  the  close  of  the  treat- 
ment of  these  cases,  the  Professor  took  occasion  to  point  out  to  the  pupils 
iSbme  of  the  difficulties  attendant  on  the  constitutional  treatment  of  ex- 
tensive scalds.  The  nervous  function  is  prostrated ;  not,  however,  by 
a  narcotic,  but  an  agent  whose  ultimate  or  secondary  action  is,  to  produce 
iriflammation  and  a  phlogistic  diathesis.  Therefore,  while  the  vital 
powers  are  greatly  reduced,  there  is  a  tendency  in  the  central  organs 
to  inflammation.  This  tendency  is  greatest  in  the  brain.  Hence  the 
symptoms  of  phrenitis,  in  the  patients  whose  cases  have  been  narrated ; 
and  the  actual  existence,  on  dissection,  of  the  products  of  inflammation 
in  the  case  of  S.  D.  The  professor  observed,  that  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  injury,  such  cases  would  always  be  liable  to  a  sinister  ter- 
mination. If  patients  were  over  stimulated,  they  would  certainly  die  of 
acute  inflammation — if  depleted,  they  would  sink.  Depletion  could 
not  reach  the  inflammation,  while  the  prostration  of  the  nervous  power 
continued  ;  and  blood-letting  was  apt  to  increase  and  prolong  the  con- 
stitutional irritatiori,  even  when  it  did  not  occasion  death.  In  this  com- 
bination of  irritation  and  inflammation,  he  supposed  the  best  remedy 
was  the  compound  of  opium  and  tartarized  antimony,  in  a  solid  form— 
the  latter  being  used  in  large  doses,  after  the  manner  of  the  Italian  physi- 
cians.    Sometimes  full  vomiting,  followed  by   an  anodyne,  is  beneficial. 


SELECTIONS   FROM  FOREIGN   JOURNALS. 

Deformity  succeeding  Bums  of  the  Arm. — Performing  the  operatioo 
for  their  removal  by  a  single  incision  cannot  remedy  this  deformity  to 
any  great  extent,  as  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  prevent  the  cicatrix 
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from  again  contractini;  as  the  wound  heals.  The  operation  I  now  detail 
will  answer  belter  llian  either  of  those  proposed  by  Dupuytren  and  Mr. 
Roberts,  of  Bangor.  Make  two  incisions,  so  close  to  the  arm  and  fore- 
arm as  to  include  a  portion  of  the  normal  integuments  of  both.  An  in- 
cision of  this  description  giving  to  the  excised  part  a  triangular  form,  a 
good  deal  of  blood  necessarily  flows,  but  it  is  easily  restrained  by  pres- 
sure. By  this  mode  the  arm  is  brought  immediately  to  nearly  its 
natural  form,  and  the  wound,  while  healing,  is  much  less  disposed  to 
contract.  Lint,  smeared  with  a  little  simple  ointment,  to  the  raw  sur- 
faces, is  to  be  used,  and  two  fracture  splints,  on  the  arm  and  fore-arm, 
are  to  be  applied,  with  moderate  pressure.  That  portion  of  the  treat- 
ment on  which  depends  the  success  of  the  operation,  consists  in  keep- 
ing up  a  proper  extension  by  suspending  from  the  wrist  a  weight,  of  at 
first  one  and  a  half  pounds,  and  increasing  the  weight  as  the  cure  pro- 
ceeds ;  at  the  same  time  binding  at  the  wrist  and  top  of  the  shoulder  an 
elastic  piece  of  bamboo  band,  drawing  with  a  bandage  the  centre  of  it 
towards  the  bend  of  the  arm  ;  this  is  of  much  consequence,  as  ir  forms 
an  antagonist  power  to  the  flexors,  which  the  patient,  to  receive  tempora- 
ry relief  from  the  suspended  weight,  constantly  throws  into  action.  Two 
cases  which  1  treated  in  this  manner  have  succeeded  quite  to  my  satis- 
faction ;  one  of  them,  a  robust  jail  prisoner,  who  received  the  injury 
eight  years  since — the  other,  a  delicate  boy,  aged  14  years,  whose  de- 
formity was  of  four  years*  standing. — Dr.  Chapman,  in  the  India  Medi- 
cal  Journal, 

Caution  respecting  the  Numerical  Method, — In  1774  StoH  was  ap- 
pointed ,to  the  hospital  of  the  Santa  Trinity,  and  found  the  register  kept 
by  bis  predecessor  during  fourteen  years.  This  register  indicated  each 
year  the  general  mortality,  and  the  mortality  of  malignant  fever  during 
twelve  years.  In  1769  the  hospital  lost  in  malignant  fever,  I  in  3  1-2. 
In  1772,  1  in  11,  the  medium  being  1  in  7.  Referring  to  such  facts  as 
these,  at  a  late  n>eeting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris,  M. 
Bousquet  concluded  that  too  much  importance  should  not  be  given  to 
the  minute  calculations  of  medical  statistics,  lest  they  should  prevent 
the  practitioner  from  studying  the  particular  case  which  be  is  treating. — 
Lsondon  Lancet, 

Dr,  Mondiere  on  Incontinence  of  Urine, — It  has  been  said  that  this 
infirmity  generally  ceases  at  puberty,  which  is  by  no  means  the  case, 
though  it  occasionally  disappears  in  girls  when  the  catamenia  comes  on. 
Moral  means  to  cure  this  complaint  are  only  salutary  with  idle  children  ; 
they  are  totally  useless  in  weakness  of  the  sphincter  of  the  bladder. 
This  complaint  cannot  always  be  attributed  to  general  debility,  but 
rather  to  partial  atony  of  the  organs.  Tonics  cannot,  therefore,  have 
much  influence  on  the  disease,  and  we  have  seldom  found  a  cure  froai 
tbeir  sole  employment.  A  young  lady,  with  whom  it  ceased  on  the 
day  on  which  the  catamenia  appeared,  had  for  several  years  taken  wine, 
meat,  and  tonic  medicaments.  However,  some  tonics  and  stimulants 
have  proved  efficacious.  Cantharides  may  be  safely  recommended. 
Dr.  Roth  has  cured  it  by  rhatany  ;  sub-carbonate  of  iron  may  also  be 
employed.     The  patients  should  drink  good  wine,  mixed  with  ferrajginous 
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water,  and  take  exercise.  Dupuytren  was  a  great  advocate  for  cold 
baths.  Aromatic-plant  baths,  employed  by  Lallemand,  are  preferable 
to  cold  baths ;  at  least  ten  are  requisite.  We  doubt  the  use  of  elec- 
tricity, lhou«^h  it  is  much  lauded.  Cupping,  blisters,  and  moxas,  on  the 
perineum  have  been  successful ;  but  more  advantage  is  derived  from 
catheterism,  which  is  strongly  recommended  by  Baudelocque.  M. 
Mondiere  chiefly  advises  nux  vomica,  8  grains  of  the  extract,  with  a 
drachm  of  oxide  of  iron,  in  24  pills,  3  to  be  taken  daily. — Can.  and 
Brit.  M.  Review. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    NOVEMBER   1,    J837. 


A  TREATISE  OF  DIGESTION.* 

Dr.  Sweetser,  of  whom  mention  has  heretofore  been  made  in  terms  of 
commendation,  has  laid  the  comn\unity  under  renewed  obligations  :  he 
writes  on  subjects  of  the  highest  importance  to  all  classes  of  people,  and 
in  a  manner  to  be  perfectly  understood.  It  has  been  the  complaint,  since 
medicine  was  taught  as  a  science,  that  physicians  have  only  written  for 
each  other;  and  to  render  it  morally  impossible  for  those  not  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  the  crafl,  to  derive  wisdom  from  their  literary  labors,  all 
the  dead  languages,  it  is  said,  since  the  confusion  of  Babel,  have  been  put 
in  requisition,  to  barricade  their  arts.  When  treatises  like  the  one  now 
under  consideration,  or  that  on  Pulmonary  Consumption,  by  the  same 
author,  are  presented  in  the  plainest  dress,  in  the  vernacular  language 
of  the  country,  and  purposely  fitted  to  the  meridian  of  all  intelligent  per- 
sons, it  must  be  acknowledged  that,  if  the  complaint  was  just,  a  happy 
revolution  has  been  effected  in  this  respect.  But  it  is  no  part  of  our  de- 
sign, in  this  bibliographic  notice,  to  discourse  on  the  faults  of  past  ages, 
or  to  hold  up  to  special  admiration  the  improved  condition  of  our  own. 
That  much  might  be  said  of  both,  cannot  be  questioned  ;  but  the  next 
epoch  in  medicine  will  produce  a  revulsiori.  The  fashion  of  this  day 
will  be^  severely  reprobated,  because  a  disposition  is  manifested  to  study 
a  little  of  everything,  without  becoming  thoroughly  instructed  in  anything. 
There  is  nothing  to  fear,  however,  from  a  free  dissemination  of  the 
laws  of  life  :  the  more  men  know  of  their  own  organization  and  the  ten- 
ure of  existence,  the  less  disposed  they  will  be  to  hazard  the  loss  of  that 
which  is  infinitely  precious.  An  elementary  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
physiology,  and  pathology,  is  a  death-blow  to  quackery.  Nothing  would 
so  suddenly  and  effectually  exterminate  the  entire  army  of  American 
quacks,  as  a  series  of  volumes,  in  the  manner  of  Dr.  Sweetse.r's,  widely 
circulated  over  our  vast  republic.  Those  pests  of  society — who  like 
leeches  draw  directly  upon  the  fountain  of  vitality — flee  before  the  potent 
energies  of  a  well-taught  mind. 

*  A  TreatiM  on  Digestion,  and  the  ditordara  Incident  to  it,  whieb  are  comprebended  nader  the 
term  Dr^rarf  ia  ;  adapted  to  general  readers.  By  William  Sweetser,  M.D.,  author  of  a  TreatiM  tm 
CoBsamptioo,  Jfce.    Boaton :  T.  B.  Carter,  1837.    8vo.  p.  360. 
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Thftt  Dr.  Sweetser  does  not  look  to  the  profession  for  readers,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  construction  of  the  work,  though,  we  can  assure  him,  they 
will  be  amongst  the  foremost  in  both  patronizing  and  sustaiuing  him. 
And  we  feel  safe  in  predicting  its  popularity  in  any  country  where  the 
English  language  is  spoken.  The  style  is  clear  and  concise — the  deduc* 
tiooa  philosophical,  and  in  strict  conformity  to  the  teachings  of  those  who 
are  revered  in  the  schools.  While  we  earnestly  recommend  its  purchase 
to  our  brethren,  we  would  with  more  earnestness  urge  it  upon  the  multi- 
tude. Its  influence  would  be  of  the  best  kind — as  it  speaks  plain,  com- 
mon-sense truth  in  relation  to  the  important  subject  of  health. 

In  twenty-one  chapters,  the  author  treats  of  nutrition  and  digestion  ; 
mastication  and  digestion  ;  deglutition  ;  function  of  the  stomach  ;  chyli- 
fication  ;  passage  of  the  chyle  ;  hunger  and  thirst  ;  the  food  of  animals 
and  man  ;  also  the  disorders  of  digestion.  As  a  whole,  though  we  can- 
not say  that  it  is  strikingly  new,  yet  it  is  a  capitally  well-executed 
treatise. 


Practical  Instruction  in  •Animal  Magnetism, — Part  second  of  the  trans- 
lation of  J.  P.  F.  Deleuze,  now  in  progress  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  by  T. 
G.  Hartshorn,  Esq.,  has  reached  the  bookstores.  When  the  whole  un- 
dertaking has  been  completed,  we  shall  ful6l  our  design  of  examining 
this  inexplicable  matter  in  detail,  as  a  medical  agent. 

Curiosity  prompted  us  to  visit  Providence,  the  last  week,  expressly  to 
have  an  interview  with  Miss  Brackett,  the  blind  clairvoyant,  who  sees 
best,  as  the  Irishman  said  at  the  depot,  when  she  cannot  see  at  all  !  To 
Mr.  Hartshorn,  Dr.  Capron,  Dr.  Miller,  beside  niany  other  gentlemen 
of  that  city,  we  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  obligation  for  their 
polite  attentions  in  facilitating  the  object  of  inquiry.  When  we  re- 
turn from  a  second  examination,  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  some 
ten  or  twelve  days  hence,  our  medical  readers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
result. 


American  Medical  Library  and  Intelligencer, — The  editor,  in  the  16th 
of  October  Number,  reminds  us  of  a  mistake  occurring  in  this  Journal, 
some  weeks  since,  in  relation  to  the  lectures  in  the  Liniversity  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  were  stated  to  begin  in  jYovember^  and  that  the  professors 
were  the  same  as  last  year,  '^  the  truth  being  that  the  lectures  are  adver- 
tised to  commence  on  the  first  of  September  ;  and  that  of  the  three  pro- 
fessors of  the  last  spsdion,  one  has  resigned  and  another,  died."  We 
take  no  offence  in  being  set  right  in  this  matter.  How  the  mistake  was 
made,  with  the  prospectus  in  hand,  quite  puzzles  us: — but  so  it  is,  and  it 
gives  OS  pleasure  to  correct  it.  Once  more,  we  are  told  that  in  speaking 
of  strychnine^  we  alluded  to  doses  of  one  sixteenth  of  a  grain^  as  too  infini- 
tessimal.  On  reflection,  this  strikes  us  as  being  of  more  importance  than 
we  at  first  conceived  it  to  be,  and  it  therefore  requires  a  reconsideration. 


BUI  of  Mortality. — The  superintendent  of  burial  grounds  has  frequent- 
ly shown  us  the  returns'^made  by  some  physicians,  to  his  office,  which 
are  outrageously  at  variance  with  the  nomenclature  of  diseases  which 
was  agreed  upon  by  the  Medical  Association.  It  will  be  as  difficult  to 
loake  up  the  bill  of  mortality  for  the  year,  in  December,  as  it  ever  has 
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been,  unless  those  on  whom  it  obviously  devolves  to  correct  the  evil,  are 
under  all  circumstances  determined  to  conform  to  their  own  proposal  to 
the  city  government.  Mr.  Hewes  is  certainly  disposed  to  co-operate 
with  the  profession  in  presenting  a  scientific  arrangement,  but  he  will 
have  his  match,  on  the  very  first  trial.  As  he  has  carefully  filed  the 
returns,  it  would  be  worth  the  while,  for  those  who  are  curious  in  these 
matters,  to  call  in  and  examine  some  of  the  chaotic  materials,  from  which 
the  next  bill  of  mortality  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  to  be  constructed. 


Jfno  York  Luing^n  Asylum. — A  call  upon  the  benevolent  people  of 
the  city  to  contribute  to  that  institution,  to  sustain  it,  shows  very  clearly 
that  no  permanent  funds  were  originally  provided  for  its  existence.  The 
Lying-in  Hospital  of  Boston,  long  before  patients  were  received,  was 
well  located  and  amply  endowed — and  as  no  representation  has  ever 
been  made  to  show  that  it  was  wanting  in  anything  necessary  to  carry 
into  successful  operation  the  charitable  intention  of  the  founders,  it  is  to 
be  presumed  that  no  call  like  that  now  made  on  the  citizens  of  new  York, 
is  likely  to  be  made  here. 


United  Slates  Army  Surgeons. — W.  L.  Wharton  has  received  the  com- 
mission of  Surgeon,  from  July,  vice  Dr.  Minis,  resigned.  W.  S.  King, 
of  Penn.,  and  F.  L.  Sewall,  of  Alabama,  have  been  created  Assistant 
Surgeons  in  the  Army,  from  Oct.  Idlh. 


Lectures  on  Life. — Mr.  Graham  is  delivering  a  course  of  lectures  on 
his  favorite  subjects,  life,  health,  and  longevity,  at  Clinton  Hall,  New 
York,  which  do  not  appear  to  be  so  well  attended  as  the  same  kind  were 
in  this  neighborhood.  The  complaint  that  the  discourses  are  individually 
interminable,  is  no  new  excuse  for  not  going  to  hear  them.  Mankind 
are  not  willing  to  be  dragooned  into  long  life. 


Exploring  Expedition. — Ample  hospital  stores  have  been  provided  for 
this  interesting  voyage  to  the  South  Pole.  Various  kinds  of  clothing, 
to  meet  all  sorts  of  climates,  are  provided  at  the  expense  of  government, 
which  are  among  the  most  necessary  appendages  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment. Various  antiscorbutics  constitute  another  important  item.  Dr. 
Ticknor  has  had  so  much  experience  on  the  ocean,  that,  together  with 
the  means  at  his  disposal,  no  fleet  has  ever  been  better  prepared,  medi- 
cally, for  a  voyage  of  discovery.  , 


^aval  Surgeons. — ^A  board  of  naval  surgeons,  for  the  examination  of 
assistant  surgeons  for  promotion,  and  candidates  for  admission  into  the 
navy  as  assistant  surgeons,  will  be  convened  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next.  The  board  will  consist  of  Sur- 
geon W.  P.  C.  Barton,  President.  Surgeons  Thomas  Harris,  Mordecai 
Morgan,  Thomas  J.  Boyd,  and  Thomas  Dillard,  Members. 


HeaUh  of  Mobile. -^The  Board  of  Health  of  Mobile  officially  announced 
on  the  16th  inst.  that  there  were  at  that  time  in  the  city  ten  or  twelve 
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cages  of  malignant  disease,  some  of  which  were  evidently  yellow  fever. 
'  The  announcement  was  make  to  correct  exaggerated  reports,  and  to 
warn  strangers  against  coming  to  the  city  to  remain  any  length  of  time, 
until  cold  weather  sets  in  permanently,  as  most  of  the  cases  have  origi- 
nated with  those  who  have  been  absent  during  the  summer. 


Statistics  of  Health. — It  appears  that  in  manhood  when  one  person  in 
one  hundred  'dies  annually,  two  are  constantly  sick.  Calculating  from 
this  datum  and  the  yearly  mortality  of  England  and  Wales,  the  total 
number  constantly  disabled  by  sickness  will  bo  at  least  600,000  persons; 
and  if  the  same  proportions  be  extended  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  1,1 30,000. 
Some  tables  prepared  from  the  facts  of  the  Portsmouth  dock  yard^  give 
these  results  : — In  the  year,  one  man  in  six  is  seriously  hurt — two  in  five 
fall  ill.  Each  man  on  an  average  has  an  attack  of  illness,  eithor  spon- 
taneous, or  caused  by  external  injury,  once  in  every  two  years  ;  and  at 
an  average  each  disease  lasts  fourteen  days.  And  from  returns  from 
other  yards,  it  would  seem  that  the  sick  time  of  the  dock-yard  laborers  is 
seven  to  eight  per  cent,  of  their  life  time.  The  elaborate  returns  of  the 
East  India  Company's  laborers  give  a  lower  proportion. 


J^Tew  Medical  FTorAw.— -The  First  Part  of  a  Treatise  "  On  the  Nature 
and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  with  some  new  views  of  the 
Physiology  of  the  Circulation,'*  by  Mr.  Wardrop,  has  just  been  publish- 
ed, in  8vo.,  with  plates,  by  Mr.  Churchill,  London. — Dr.  Spillan  has  just 
issued  '^  A  Manual  of  Percussion  and  Auscultation,  as  employed  in  the 
Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest  and  Abdomen,"  pocket  size^  pub- 
lished by  T.  Jones,  Aldersgate  street,  London. 


Medical  Miscellany. — His  grace^  the  earl  marshal  of  all  quacks,  and 
inventor  of  the  matckUss  sanative,  Louis  Oflen  Goelicke,  talks,  it  is  said, 
of  coming  to  America  ! — Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Mobile  during  the 
week,  ending  Oct.  7th,  35. — Williams,  notorious  in  the  annals  of  charla- 
tanism, after  having  traversed  the  Union  in  one  triumphant  march  of  im- 
position, notwithstanding  the  warning  voice  of  all  editors  in  the  country, 
has  finally  returned  to  New  York,  to  his  "  own  house.'* — Mr.  Andros  is 
giving  exhibitions  of  animal  magnetism  in  Liberty  street.  New  York, 
twice  a  day,  for  a  moderate  fee. — The  British  Association  was  recently  in 
session  at  Liverpool,  at  which,  an  interesting  paper  was  read  by  Dr. 
Warren,  of  this  city,  on  the  resemblance  between  the  mound  crania  of 
our  Western  country  and  the  Peruvian  crania. —  Dr.  Patterson  has  re- 
turned from  Europe,  and  will,  therefore,  be  in  readiness  to  commence  his 
lectures  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  when  the  term  opens. — Ani- 
mal Magnetism  is  receiving  much  attention  in  London  at  the  present 
time.  The  Baron  Dupotet  de  Sennevoye  has  been  performing  experi- 
ments at  the  University  College  Hospital,  where  he  has  one  patient  with 
whom  he  has  been  more  particularly  successful,  and  who  is  styled,  par 
excellence^  the  prima  donna  of  the  magnetic  stage.  Dr.  Elliotson  has 
given  a  lecture  at  the  same  hospital  on  the  subject,  part  of  which  we 
may  hereafter  insert  in  the  Journal. — The  '*  Library  of  Useless  Knowl- 
edge "  has  just  been  published  in  London,  which  annihilates,  it  is  said, 
Hahnemann  and  HomcBopathy. — Dr.  Mott,  of  New  York,  now  residing 
near  Paris,  is  preparing  a  work  on  surgery. 
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Whole  number  of  deathi  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  98,  37.    Mnlee,  Id—Femalei.  19. 

Consumption,  3'iiiflammation  of  the  bowels,  3— scroAila,  1— abscess,  1— burn.  1— apoplexy,  1— 
inflammation  of  the  stomach.  1— throat  distemper,  1— child-bed  fever,  a—typhus  fever.  4— suicide, 
3— ecariallr.a,  1— peritonitis,  *^<-inllammaiion  of  the  brain,  1— ulceration  and  rupture  or  the  coau  of 
the  stomach,  1— hiioping  cough,  1— croup,  L— rheumatism,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  l~old  age,  1— 
qntnsy,  1— stillborn,  5. 


PROLAPSUS   UTERC   CURED   BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UrCROABliOAlNAL  SUPPORTSR  is  oflbred  to  those  afflicted  with  Prelapmu 
ITlsW,  and  oihor  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  cAlculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  I^'hen  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  priiperiy  fltted  to  the  form  ufthepatient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing  *'  dragging  sind  bearing  down  "  sensations  whichaccompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Uiero- Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  «re<it  succe^a  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgratifying  to 
state,  that  it  hii  :nei  the  decide  J  apprub.ition  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  H  ibsf.ribers  h  iving  been  aiipointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
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ON  THE   USE  OF  DIGITALIS   IN  DROPSY. 

FKOM    SIGMOND's    LECTURES     Oil    THE     MATERIA     MEDICA. 

Yon  must  be  made  aware  that  dropsy  is  to  be  considered  as  the  promi- 
Dent  symptom  of  some  morbid  condition  of  the  body.  It  is  not  an  idio- 
pathic disease,  but  it  is  the  result  of  some  unwonted  action,  into  the 
nature  of  which,  before  you  search  for  your  remedy,  you  must  carefully 
inquire.  To  obtain  a  relief  from  the  discbarge  of  the  fluid  is  of  course 
an  object  of  anxious  consideration,  but  beyond  this  you  roust  ascertain 
what  has  been  the  predisposing,  what  the  excitin§^  cause,  whether  any 
other  remedy  may  not  be  more  effectual,  whether  the  constitution  of  the 
individual  is  such  that  you  may  prescribe  an  agent  which,  when  it  does 
not  produce  good  effects,  may  become  the  source,  of  mischief,  and,  in- 
deed, be  more  detrimental  than  the  disease  which  you  undertake  to 
cure  by  it. 

Nosologists  have  applied  the  name  dropsy  too  indiscriminately  ;  they 
have  merely  taken  the  striking  symptom,  and  the  locality  in  which  the 
hydropic  effusion  has  occurred,  as  the  sole  objects  of  their  attention* 
The  disease  is,  however,  anything  but  uniform  in  its  character,  in  tlie 
causes  from  which  it  arises,  or  in  the  effects  which  are  consequent  upon 
it  The  states  of  the  system  in  which  it  makes  its  inroads,  the  various 
diseased  organs  which  produce  it,  the  morbid  conditions  of  which  it  is  t 
sequela,  the  variations  apparent  in  the  urinary  secretion,  the  diversities  of 
tissues  liable  to  its  influence — all  demand  the  most  earnest  attention,  and 
must,  in  every  individual  case  brought  before  you,  be  the  subject  of  your 
inquiry  before  you  c^an  employ  to  advantage  the  remedies  which  have 
been  placed  in  your  hands. 

Since  the  days  of  Aretasus,  we  have  gained  great  experience ;  and 
we  cannot,  at  the  present  hour,  coincide  altogether  with  the  remark 
with  which  he  commences  bis  chapter  on  dropsy,  that  <^  very  few  re** 
cover  from  this  disease,  and  those  rather  by  good  fortune,  and  the  kind* 
ness  of  the  gods,  than  by  our  science,  for  the  gods  alone  watch  over 
great  events."  We  must  attribute  all  we  know  to  a  supreme  power ; 
and  it  is  by  examining  and  availing  ourselves  of  all  by  which  we  are 
surrounded,  that  we  best  show  our  gratitude,  and  we  have  been  taught 
that  there  are  conditions  in  which  relief  can  be  decidedly  afforded  by 
the  art  that  we  have  studied. 

To  remove  .simple  effusion,  where  oo  diseased  viscus  is  present^  ia  bj 
14 
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no  means  a  difficult  task  ;  but  we  have  other  objects  in  view.  Some- 
times we  are  called  upon  to  alleviate  the  most  acute  suffering,  which 
arises  from  water  in  the  chest  and  in  the  abdomen,  where  we  know  that 
no  effectual  cure  can  be  contemplated,  and  therefore  we  require  to  have 
in  our  possession  varied  means  of  action,  to  know  when  *each  is  to  be 
employed  and  when  it  is  to  be  avoided.  In  some  instances,  a  combi- 
natioQ  of  medicines  will  materially  assist  us,  and,  as  Dr.  Ferriar  has 
shown,  a  mixture  of  many  liquid  diuretics  will  be  found  eminently  useful, 
and  where  digitalis  is  properly  united,  it  is  invaluable.  It  is  one  of 
those  medicines  which  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  homoeopathic  doctrine, 
for,  prescribed  with,  other  drugs,  its  beneficial  consequences  are  often- 
times more  striking  than  when  alone.  Dr.  Ferriar  has  upon  this  point 
somewhat  a  fanciful  idea,  but  there  appears,  in  the  general  principle, 
much  soundness  of  judgment.  He  says,  that  he  has  been  led  by  obser- 
vation to  suspect  that  there  exists,  in  the  relative  effects  of  medicines, 
something  similar  to  the  harmony  of  colors  and  sounds,  and  that  the  im- 
pulse requisite  to  the  living  powers  of  the  body,  which  cannot  be  pro- 
duced by  a  single  impression,  may  be  effected  by  a  concurrence  or  suc- 
cession of  impressions,  in  some  measure  dependent  on  each  other.  His 
"  Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Dropsy,"  and  his  comparison  of 
"  The  Remedies  of  Dropsy,"  two  admirable  papers,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  three  volumes  which  contain  his  medical  reflections  and 
histories,  fully  bear  him  out  in  his  practice,  if  they  do  not  in  his  theory. 
His  prescriptions  are  well  combined,  and  discriminately  applied.  They 
are  not,  as  Crasbaw  has  very  fairly  termed  some  of  those  *'  farragos  " 
which  are  occasionally  seen  in  chemists'  shops,  <'  certain  hard  words 
made  into  pills,"  but  they  are  compositions  which  deserve  attention  and 
imitation. 

^  With  regard  to  the  peculiar  state  of  an  individual  who  is  laboring  un- 
der effiision,  you  will  find  that  digitalis  will  not  only,  generally  speaking, 
be  useless,  but  occasionally  injurious,  when  there  is  great  natural  strength 
and  vigor,  which  have  been  unimpaired  by  the  ravages  of  disease,  where 
the  muscular  fibre  is  tense,  the  skin  hard  and  dry,  if  the  individual  be 
inclined  to  corpulence,  if  the  countenance  be  at  all  indicative  of  deter- 
mination to  the  head,  or  venous  retardation,  or  if  the  habit  of  the  bowels 
be  slow  and  difficult  to  be  called  into  action. 

Dr.  Withering  first  drew  the  distinction  of  the  cases  of  hydropic  effu- 
sion in  which  digitalis  would  be  found  unsuccessful,  and,  I  believe,  the 
great  majority  of  medical  men  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  employing 
it,  coincide  with  his  view,  and  the  experience  of  the  most  acute  and  in- 
telligent practitioners  has,  on  the  other  hand,  satisfactorily  demonstrated 
that  there  are  states  in  which  it  is  pre-eminently  efficacious.  In  weak, 
delicate,  irritable  constitutions,  where  there  may  be  present  much  laxity 
of  fibre,  a  thin,  soft,  smooth,  pale  skin,  which  in  the  anasarcous  limb 
seems  to  be  transparent,  when  upon  pressure  by  the  finger  on  the  sur- 
face there  appears  to  be  no  elasticity  whatever,  but  the  impression  sinks 
in  deep,  and  there  is  no  evident  power  of  resistance  ;  when  the  emacia- 
tion of  the  other  parts  of  the  body  is  very  striking,  where  the  counte- 
nance is  pale,  where  there  is  feeble  or  intermitt'mg  pulse^  when  the 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


On  the  Use  of  DigitaKs  in  Dropsy.  915 

constitution  has  been  much  broken  down,  more  particularly  if  it  were 
originally  strong,  sound,  and  robust,  where  any  indulgence  in  spirituous 
liquors,  bad  habits  of  life,  the  action  of  mercury,  or  any  debilitating 
cause,  has  produced  the  mischief— in  such  states  digitalis  will  be  indicated 
in  preference  to  most  of  tiie  diuretics,  of  which  I  shall  hereafter  have 
to  speak.  You  must  remember,  however,  that  it  is  merely  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  hydropic  fluid  that  you  will  effect ;  but  you  have  not  ad- 
vanced more  than  a  step  in  the  cure  of  disease,  more  particularly  if  that 
disease  be  connected  with  disordered  state  of  the  viscera,  or  if  it  be  at- 
tended with  paralysis.  It,  however,  will  do  that  which  sometimes  is  of 
as  much  importance  as  any  object  you  can  have  in  view  ;  it  will  alleviate 
the  most  distressing  symptoms,  and  you  will  gain  time,  during  which  the 
system  may  be  enabled  to  rally,  and  then  sustain  the  impression  of  well- 
directed  energetic  remedies.  •  JVIany  have  been  the  contradictory  state- 
ments made  of  the  diuretic  effects  of  digitalis,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  attention  to  these  principles,  which  you  will  Gnd  to  be  of  vital 
importance  to  you,  and  you  will  not  fail  in  ^ving  relief  where  you  ju- 
diciously employ  digitalis.  You  will  frequently  be  astonished  at  the 
quickness  with  which  the  fluid  is  evacuated  ;  but  you  must  not  be  sur- 
prised at  the  rapid  accuuiulatioo  which  may  agaiii  take  place,  when  you 
remember  what  I  have  told  you,  that  you  do  not  influence  the  disease 
which  caused  it. 

The  man  whose  name  I  scarcely  ever  venture  to  pronounce  without 
expressing  my  admiration — Sydenham — gives,  with  that  sincerity  and  love 
of  truth  which  distinguished  every  word  that  fell  from  him,  a  very  happy 
illustration  of  prescribing  for  the  name  of  a  disease  without  inquiring  into 
its  causes.  He  was  called  on  to  attend  Mrs.  Saltmash,  of  Westminster, 
who  had  the  dropsy  in  the  greatest  degree  he  had  ever  seen,  her  belly 
being  swelled  to  an  incredible  size.  He  gave  her  an  ounce  of  syrup  of 
buckthorn  before  dinner,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  time,  and  it 
brought  away  an  almost  inconceivable  quantity  of  water,  without  causing 
any  disturbance  or  faintness.  Encouraged  by  this,  he  gave  her,  every  day, 
interposing  a  day  or  two  occasionally,  a  smaller  dose  until  she  recovered. 
He  says,  this  was  twenty-seven  years  before  he  wrote  his  treatise,  and 
the  lady  was  his  first  dropsical  patient.  Being  young  and  inexperienced, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  he  was  possessed  of  an  infallible  medi- 
cine for  the  cure  of  any  kind  of  dropsy  ;  but  in  a  few  weeks  he  dis- 
covered his  error,  for,  being  soon  after  called  on  to  attend  another  wo- 
man afflicted  with  the  dropsy,  which  succeeded  an  inveterate  quartan 
fever,  he  gave  the  syrup,  and  repeated  it  frequently,  increasing  the  dose 
by  degrees ;  but  having  ineffectually  attempted  to  evacuate  the  water, 
inasmuch  as  the  medicine  did  not  operate,  and  the  swelling  of  the  belly 
increased,  she  dismissed  him  ;  and  he  adds,  '*  If  my  memory  do  not  fail 
me  she  recovered,  by  the  assistance  of  another  physician,  who  adminis- 
tered more  powerful  remedies." 

It  is  upon  the  heart  and  arterial  system  that  digitalis  acts ;  it  decreases 
the  irritability  of  the  constitution,  it  diminishes  the  frequency  of  action 
of  the  heart,  and  hence  the  circulation  through  the  system  is  so  stow, 
that  the  kidneys  have  more  time  to.  take  from  the  blood  the  watery 
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portion  which  they  excrete,  for  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  those 
organs  are  stimulated  to  any  increased  action  by  the  herb.  The  physio- 
logical reasoning  upon  the  action  of  digitalis  has  been  considered  to  be 
obscure,  from  its  having  been  supposed  that  it  diminished  action  in  one 
instance,  and  excited  it  in  another ;  but  I  should  attribute  the  apparently 
newly-acquired  energy  of  the  kidneys,  not  to  any  stimulus  imparled  to 
them,  but  to  their  having  a  longer  period  to  act  upon  the  fluid  which  is 
detained  in  the  renal  vessels.  Some  authors  have  contended  that  digi- 
talis is  a  powerful  stimulant,  that  it  produces  flushed  face,  hot  skin,  rest- 
lessness, and  all  the  syhiptoms  of  febrile  action  ;  and  this  you  will  Gnd 
to  be  the  case  where,  from  a  diseased  state  of  the  kidneys,  the  due  sepa- 
ration of  the  fluid  from  the  blood  does  not  occur,  or  where,  from  pul- 
monary disease,  the  due  transpiration  does  not  take  place  ;  for  the  sys- 
tem of  circulation  is  slowly  carried  on  at  6rst,  but  if  no  elimination  from 
the  blood  occurs,  the  whole  frame  is  thrown  into  disorder,  and  a  febrile 
state  is  produced. 

Some  believe  that  digitalis  only  acts  as  an  indirect  sedative,  and  only 
when  it  accumulates  in  the  system,  and  the  experiments  of  Jorge,  at  Leip- 
sie,  are  referred  to  ;  the  herb  was  given  to  individuals  in  a  state  of  health, 
in  doses  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  powder  increased  to  three  grains.  It 
produced  upon  the  alimentary  canal  marked  efiects,  and  this  also  oc- 
curred to  Sandrart  in  his  trials,  when  the  digitalis  was  administered  in 
powder  ;  but  I  have  before  observed  to  you,  that,  in  this  form,  it  is  liable 
to  produce  considerable  irritation  of  the  stomach  :  it  likewise  influenced 
the  brain,  a  state  resembling  intoxication  coming  on.  Upon  the  genera- 
live  system  its  power  was  stningly  marked,  even  to  the  excitement  of 
eeminal  excretion  in  the  male,  and  symptoms  similar  to  the  premonitory 
sensations  which  females  experience  at  particular  periods. 

AH  these  phenomena  may  depend  upon  the  retardation,  in  the  capil- 
lary vessels,  of  the  blood  ;  Dr.  Mossman,  in  the  year  1806,  was  the 
first  who  drew  the  conclusion,  from  its  influence  on  the  minute  arteries, 
and  the  diminution  of  vascular  action,  that  it  was  strictly  a  sedative  ;  be 
went  so  far  as  to  state  that  he  could  obviate  pneuuionic  inflammatioD 
with  as  much  certainty  by  it  as  he  could  arrest  the  progress  of  an  inter- 
mittent fever  by  means  of  the  bark  of  cinchona.  To  his  other  observa- 
tions I  may,  in  my  next  lecture,  draw  your  attention  when  we  come  to 
notice  the  eflfects  of  digitalis  in  inflammation  and  in  phthisis. 

I  cannot,  either  with  justice  to  myself  or  to  this  very  important  dis- 
ease, detain  you  much  longer  upon  the  influence  of  this  herb  on  drop- 
sies,  more  especially  as  I  shall  hereafter  have  fuller  opportunities  of  ex- 
plaining to  you  the  effects  of  diuretics,  but  I  must  observe  that,  in  hy- 
drothorax  arising  from  any  obstacle  to  the  circulation,  such  as  hypertro- 
phy of  the  heart,  when  it  is  the  termination  of  long  protracted  diseases 
of  the  thorax,  if  they  be  not  accompanied  by  disordered  conditions  of 
the  valves  of  the  heart,  digitalis  may  be  employed.  In  ascites,  in  ana- 
sarca, dependent  upon  disordered  states  of  the  exhalent  vessels,  which 
throw  out  a  larger  quantity  of  fluid  than  can  be  absorbed,  you  produce 
good  eflfect  by  diminishing  the  impulse  with  which  the  blood  is  directed 
to  the  capillaries,  and  you  present  that  fluid  to  the  kidneys  for  a  greater 
ff  ^ 
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length  of  time,  in  consequence  of  which  they  can  take  up  more  to  ex- 
crete than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  In  ovarian  dropsy  it  seldom  is 
found  that  digitalis  succeeds  ;  in  hydrocephalus,  in  infancy,  it  is  highly 
noxious.  Few  states  of  the  system  have  had  more  diligent  inquirers. 
Amongst  them,  Wells,  Blackall,  Parry,  Abercrombie,  Ayre,  YeatSi 
Bostock,  Bright,  Golis,  Cheyne,  have  most  indefatigably  labored,  and 
the  analysis  of  the  urinary  fluid  has  been  of  late  years  looked  to  witK 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  fresh  source  of  information.  Many  prefer  ample 
depletion  before  the  exhibition  of  this  remedy,  but  I  think  you  will  geo* 
erally  Gnd  that  when  you  must  lower  the  system  previously,  other  diu- 
retics will  be  more  serviceable,  and  1  would  strongly  urge  upon  your 
minds,  as  I  think  it  a  matter  of  deep  importance,  to  avoid,  if  possible^ 
the  junction  of  these  two  means  of  cure.  It  is  true  that  after  veneseo- 
tioD  digitalis  is  more  diuretic,  but  the  most  fatal  effects  have  occurred 
from  giving  the  herb,  where  blood-letting  has  taken  place.  To  use  ah 
expression  which  I  have  somewhere  seen — *^  It  kills  the  heart." 

During  the  action  of  digitalis  for  the  cure  of  dropsy,  the  recumbent 
position  is  preferable,  for,  from  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Baildon,  detailed 
m  the  "  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,"  for  the  year '1807,  we  learn  that 
it  decreases  the  action  of  the  heart  most  when  an  individual  is  lying 
down.  He  observed  in  liis  own  case,  and  he  repeated  the  experiment 
several  times,  that  after  digitalis  had  taken  its  effect,  as  long  as  he  stood 
erect,  his  pulse,  which  was  upwards  of  100,  had  not  lessened  in  fre- 
quency ;  when  he  Sat  down  it  became  about  75 ;  but  when  he  lay  upon 
his  back,  it  fell  very  considerably,  and  became  as  low  even  as  40.  Dr» 
Baildon  found  that  the  same  effect  was  produced  upon  all  those  patients 
to  whom  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  administer  the  herb.  This  effect 
b  one  of  the  most  astonishing  facts  in  our  history  of  this  sedative  ;  it  is 
very  singular  that  it  has  not  excited  more  attention,  and  led  to  some  de- 
cisive experiments.  Although  Dr.  Baildon's  trials  of  this  interesting 
substance  have  been  detailed  by  a  vast  number  of  authors,  there  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  drawn  from  them  that  result  which  minute  inves- 
tigations would  most  probably  afford  to  us  in  our  practice. 

There  is  almost  always  some  degree  of  nausea,  of  hunger,  of  un- 
easiness, of  general  irritability  present,  whenever  digitalis  is  given  ;  in* 
deed  it  woold  almost  appear  to  be  necessary  for  its  salutary  influence  to 
be  produced,  and  Dr.  Paris  has  a  very  judicious  and  a  very  practical 
remark  upon  this  point,  whk;h  I  think  will  be  fully  borne  out  by  all  tbosd 
who  use  it,  that  every  attempt  to  prevent  these  unpleasant  effects,  or  to 
correct  the  operation  of  digitalis,  by  combining  it  with  aromatic  or  stimu- 
lant medicines,  seems  to  be  fatal  to  the  diuretic  powers  of  the  remedy : 
he  has  likewise  quoted  Dr.  Blackall,  who  objects,  in  some  cases,  to  the 
anion  of  mercury,  digitalis,  and  squill ;  to  the  combination  of  the  two 
latter,  however,  1  do  not  think  the  same  objections  arise  as  to  the  flrst 

In  some  individuals  the  miserable  train  of  sensations  that  follow  upoa 
the  employment  of  this  remedy,  precludes  the  possibility  of  persevering 
in  it  even' when  we  perceive  that  it  has  been  successful;  nausea,  vomit- 
ing, excessive  depression  of  spirits,  and  fainting,  often  prevent  us  from 
proceeding  fiirtber  with  it,  and  as  toy  attempt  then  to  combine  k  with 
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any  drug  that  might  be  supposed  to  obviate  its  bad  influence  destroys  its 
efficacy,  we  are  obliged  to  abandon  it  altogether. 

There  is  a  point  at  which  we  can  no  longer  administer  digitalis ;  this 
is  g^enerally  ascribed  to  its  accumulation  in  the  stomach,  but  it  seems  to 
be  rather  dependent  upon  the  very  low  tone  to  which  the  vascular  and 
muscular  systems  have  been  lowered,  for  neither  by  vomiting  nor  by 
purging  has  any  portion  of  the  digitalis  been  thrown  off,  and  the  same 
eflfects  are  visible  if  the  endermic  mode  of  acting  upon  the  system 
have  been  pursued.  It  is  generally  at  about  the  eighth  dose  that  the 
baneful  influence  of  the  herb  is  visible,  and  this  often  happens  whether 
the  dose  have  been  large  or  small,  whether  it  have  been  diminished  or 
increased,  whether  it  have  been  given  twice  or  three  times  in  the  course 
of  the  day  ;  some  curious  examples  have  been  quoted  by  Sandrart'in 
two  papers  which  appeared  in  the  "  Bulletin  General  de  Therapeu- 
tique,"  in  the  year  1833.'  They  present  some  very  extraordinary  results 
from  its  continued  use  ;  his  cases  were  principally  diseases  of  the  heart; 
out  of  57,  31  had  maladies  of  that  organ,  13  being  hypertrophy  without 
dilatation,  eight  hypertrophy  with  dilatation,  and  eight  dilatation  without 
hypertrophy ;  they  fully  bear  out  the  great  necessity  of  caution  which 
the  wisest  and  most  experienced  men  of  our  own  country  have  so  strong- 
ly  inculcated  ;  he  seems,  with, Dr.  Halloran,  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  others, 
to  consider  it  as  a  narcotic,  flrst  stimulating,  and  afterwards  acting  as  a 
sedative.  When  the  poisonous  efl!ects  are  produced  after  the  symptoms 
of  disturbance  of  the  alimentary  canal  (indicated  by  the  vomiting  and 
puiging,  then  vertigo,  drowsiness,  and  frequent  faintings)  come  on,  the 
akin  is  bedewed  with  a  cold  sweat,  the  tongue  and  lips  swell,  profuse 
salivation  occurs,  sometimes  the  action  of  the  kidneys  is  totally  suspend* 
ed,  at  others  it  is  increased,  with  frequent  desire  to  expel  the  urine,  or  at 
others  inability  to  retain  it  is  felt ;  the  pulse  intermits  and  is  slow,  and 
delirium,  hiccoughs,  cold  sweats,  confused  vision  and  frequent  faintings 
follow,  till  death  closes  the  scene. 

Dr.  Henry  gives  us  an  instructive  example,  iti  the  eighth  volume  of 
the  '^  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal :" — A  female,  laboring 
under  dropsy,  took  an  over  dose  of  a  decoction  which  had  been  made 
by  boiling  two  handfuls  of  the  leaves  in  a  quart  of  water,  then  pressing 
the  mass  so  as  to  express  the  whole  of  the  liquor.  At  seven  in  the 
morning  she  drank  two  tea-cupfuls,  amounting  to  not  less  than  ten  ounces 
by  measure.  In  an  hour's  time  she  began  to  be  sick,  and  vomited  part 
01  the  contents  of  her  stomach.  Enough,  however,  was  retained  to 
excite  vomiting  and  retching  throughout  that  and  the  whole  of  the  foU 
lowing  day,  during  which  everything  that  was  taken  was  rejected.  In 
the  intervals  of  sickness  she  was  exceedingly  faint,  and  her  skin  was 
covered  with  a  cold  sweat,  the  tongue  and  lips  swelled,  and  there  was  a 
constant  flow  of  viscid  saliva  from  the  mouth ;  very  little  urine  was 
voided  on  the  day  she  took  the  digitalis,  and  on  the  following  days  the 
action  of  the  kidneys  was  entirely  suspended  ;  when  Dr.  Henry  saw  her, 
which  was  48  hours  after  she  had  taken  the  poison,  the  tongue  was 
white,  the  ptyalism  continued,  though  in  a  less  degree,  and  the  breath 
was  foetid ;  the  pulse  was  low,  irregular,  not  exceeding  40,  and  after 
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every  third  or  fourth  pulsation  an  intermission  occurred  for  some  seconds ; 
she  complained  also  of  general  pains  in  the  limbs,  and  cramps  in  the 
legs.  By  the  use  uf  effervescing  draughtSi  and  ether  with  ammonia,  she 
gradually  recovered  from  her  imperfect  health.  Dr.  Henry  states  that 
she  had  taken  no  mercury,  and  that  the  ptyalism  was  the  effect  of  the 
digitalis. 

Professor  Brande,  in  his  <'  Elements  of  Pharmacy,"  gives  an  instance 
of  that  carelessness  which  is  sometimes  met  with  in  our  public  institu- 
tions, where  those  who  order  an  important  drug,  forget  to  give  the 
necessary  caution,  and  the  patient  continues  to  take  daily,  without  hav- 
ing any  one  to  watch  its  effects,  an  energetic  poison  as  a  remedy.  He 
says  that  he  knew  an  instance  of  a  person  who  suffered  under  anasarca 
of  the  legs,  and  who  applied  for  relief  to  a  dispensary,  where  he  re- 
ceii'ed  a  box  of  pills,  one  of  which  he  was  directed  to  take  three  times 
t  day;  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  he  complained  of  great  de- 
bility and  faintness,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  vomiting  and  fainting 
came  on  ;  in  the  morning  he  died  upon  attempting  to  get  out  of  bed. 
This  sudden  death,  from  the  influence  of  digitalis,  is  by  no  means  an 
unusual  event ;  and  hence  it  is  advisable,  that  when  it  has  been  ad- 
ministered for  a  short  time,  exertion  should  be  avoided,  and  the  patient 
kept  in  a  recumbent  position  ;  the  slightest  movement  may  prove  fatal, 
ibr  the  pulse  instantaneously  quickens,  the  heart  throbs  and  labors  ex- 
cessively, and  fainting  occurs  from  which  there  is  no  recovery  ;  not  only 
have  there  been  such  instances  of  sudden  death  during  the  administra- 
tion of  the  medicine,  but  even  two  or  three  days  after  it  had  been  dis- 
continued. It  has  been  very  properly  described  by  my  late  valued 
friend,  Professor  Burnett,  in  one  of  the  best  works  on  botany  that  we 
possess,  his  "Outlines  of  Botany," — "as  one  of  our  most  beautiful 
uative  plants,  and  one  of  our  most  active  indigenous  medicines  and  in- 
sidious poisons.  Its  influence  over  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  its 
power  of  reducing  the  rate  of  the  sanguineous  circulation,  would  alone 
render  it  an  important  remedial  agent,  but  when  to  the  above  are  added 
the  collateral  effects  on  the  kidneys  and  salivary  glands,  and  its  peculiar 
characteristic  of  lying,  as  it  were,  for  a  time,  latent,  and  accumulating 
the  power  of  repeated  doses,  so  that  by  one  fell  swoop  the  heart  is  in  a 
moment  palsied,  and  life  at  once  extinct,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
it  is  a  most  fearful  as  well  as  useful  drug." 

Few  medicines  have  been  •  more  fairly  tried  as  an  iatraleptic  or  cu- 
taneous medicament  in  France,  than  this  has  been  in  the  cure  of  dropsy, 
and  it  has  answered  the  most  sanguine  expectations  that  had  been  formed 
of  its  efficacy.  Dr.  Chrestien,  to  whom  we  are  much  indebted  for  his 
experiments,  has  given  us  a  fair  narration  of  the  cases  in  which  he  was 
successful,  and  those  in  which  he  failed.  He  is  borne  out  in  his  prac- 
tice by  M.  Cros  Rogery,  of  St  Geniez  ;  by  Bernard,  of  Bezieres ;  by 
Blavet,  of  Monthozin  ;  by  Roucher,  of  Montpelier  ;  and  by  Archibold 
As|K>ld.  Under  M.  Rogery's  treatment  by  tl  e  friction  with  digitalis,  a 
case  of  dro|>sy  of  the  abdomen,  which  followed  upon  a  repelled  erup- 
tioDy  was  cured.  Under  Dr.  Chrestien,  dropsy,  the  sequela  of  scarlet 
Jever,  disappeared ;  and  dropsies  consequenx  oo  vascular  inflammation^ 
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tnd  on  splenitis,  after  intermittent  fever,  have  yielded  to  friction  upon 
the  hypogastrium,  with  tincture  of  digitalis,  three  times  in  the  course  of 
the  day.  The  tincture  is  made  by  macerating,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
an  ounce  of  the  leaves  in  three  ounces  of  alcohol.  The  method  em- 
ployed by  Brera,  which  was  the  6rst  introduced,  and  therefore  some- 
what rude,  consisted  in  macerating  the  digitalis  in  saliva,  and  then  ap- 
plying it  by  friction  on  the  abdomen.  I  drew  the  attention  of  the  profes- 
sion to  what  had  been  done  in  this  way,  in  France,  three  years  ago.  I 
bave  tried  the  system,  but  do  not  find  it  as  successful  as  the  internal 
administration. 


REPORT  ON  THE  RADICAL  CURE  OF  HERNIA. 

[Cooiinaed  from  page   191.] 

(  ^)  Qf  ^^  Appendages. — The  perineal  strap  is  never  wanting  in 
the  inguinal  truss  of  Dr.  Chase.  It  is  attached  behind  by  means  of  a 
sliding  loop,  through  which  pass  Hie  spring  and  cover.  Before,  it  is 
oommonly  secured  to  the  strap-button,  but  each  instrument  is  also  pro- 
vided with  another  button  made  expressly  for  the  perineal  strap.  This 
u  seated  on  the  lower  extremity  of  the  block-slide,  and  may  be  used  to 

E've  additional  security  and  force  to  the  action  of  the  block  when  the 
wer  part  of  the  abdomen  is  very  prominent  and  loaded  with  fat.  The 
back-pad  is  a  very  important  appendage  to  the  truss,  giving  great  cer- 
tainty to  the  position  of  the  instrument,  by  protecting  from  irritation  the 
spinous  processes  of  the  sacrum,  and  filling  the  interval  between  the 
spring  and  the  integuments  along  the  median  line  on  the  back  of  the 
pelvis.  Some  very  important  improvements  bave  been  made  in  the 
construction  and  mode  of  attachment  of  this  pad.  It  is  formed  of  a 
simple  circular  disk  of  tin,  about  four  inches  in  diameter}  covered  with 
soft  buckskin,  and  lightly  wadded.  A  broad  sliding  loop  of  leather  sus- 
pends it  on  the  spring  and  cover,  so  that  its  position  may  be  adapted 
exactly  to  the  size  of  the  patient  and  other  accidental  circumstances. 
This  perfectly  free  mobility  of  the  back-pad  is  believed  to  be  a  novel 
arrangement  and  one  of  high  practical  importance  ;  for  it  is  found  that 
the  parts  about  the  back  of  the  pelvis  are  so  intolerant  of  even  slight 
pressure,  when  very  long  continued,  that  the  subcutaneous  fat  becomes 
absorbed  and  the  skin  irritated  by  the  mildest  back-pad,  if  it  be  worn  in 
one  invariable  position  for  many  months  consecutively.  .  This  difficulty 
18  entirely  obviated  by  an  occasional  change  of  position  produced  by 
sliding  the  pad  a  little  toward  one  or  the  other  side-^a  change  that  is 
not  attended  with  any  loss  in  the  security  of  retention,  and  which  is  ac* 
oomplislied  more  readily  by  the  arrangement  just  described  than  by  any 
other  known  to  the  Committee. 

Having  thus  analyzed  the  several  parts  of  the  inguinal  truss  of  Dr. 
Chase,  the  Committee  feel  bound  honestly  to  state  their  conviction  that 
this  iflstrument  surpasses  all  others  known  to  them  in  the  accuracy  and 
permanence  of  its  retentive  power  in  common  inguinal  hernia ;  a  convic* 
tkw  fidly  sustained  by  all  their  practical  observations  of  the  action  of 
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trusses.  The  instrument  is  worn  with  so  much  comfort,  that  patients 
geoerallj  relinquish  it  unwillingly,  and  sometimes  absolutely  refused  so 
to  do,  even  when  pronounced  well  by  the  surgeon. 

Chasers  Common  Inguinal  Truss  for  the  Right  Side. 
5 


Fig.  5.— a  The  block  and 
block-attnchment. 

b  The  part  of  the  spring 
which  bears  the  greatest  streaa 
and  requires  the  highest  temper. 

e  The  termination  of  the 
spring,  made  more  flexible,  and 
extending  to  the  edge  of  the  os 
ilium  between  the  two  spinous 
processes  on  the  opposite  nde 
of  the  body. 

d  The  back-pad  seen  in  situ. 

e  The  perineal  strap  with  its 
end  thrown  round  the  extremitj 
of  the  spring-cof  er. 


Chasers  Fentro-Inguinal  Block  and  Attachment. 


Fig.  6 —The  attachment  being 
in  all  respects  similar  to  that  in  fig. 
2y  no  references  are  required. 


:) 


the 


Fig.  7. — Longitudinal  section  of 
block. 


Fig.  S.-^Traasverse  section. 


It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  time  of  the  Preliminary  Report,  Dr. 
Chase  employed  in  ventro-inguinal  hernia,  eiiher  his  own  common  in- 
guinal blotrk,  or  a  modification  of  Hood's  block  with  a  parabolic  projec- 
tion. The  fornier  did  not  furnish  sufficient  securiiy  against  protrusion, 
and  we  have  already  mentioned  that  the  latter,  though  approved  by  the 
Oommittee  as  the  best  solid  block  then  in  use  for  inguinal  liernia,  is  liable 
to  some  decided  objections,  not  altogether  unattended  with  danger.  The 
Committee,  therefore,  stated  that  they  considered  "  a  more  perfect  instru- 
ment to  fulfil  the  same  purposes,  both  possible  and  desirable."  (Pre. 
Rep.  323.)  Their  views  on  this  subject  having  been  freely  communi- 
cated to  Dr.  Chase,  wbo  was  already  conscious  of  the  necessity  of  im* 
provement  io  this  instrumeiity  he  devoted  his  mechanical  talent  to  the 
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removal  of  the  difficulty.  The  result  was  the  construction  of  the  ven- 
tro-inguinal  blork,  described  by  the  Chainnan  under  the  head  of  Ameri- 
can Intelligence,  in  the  same  number  of  the  American  Journal  which 
contains  the  report  (p.  543).  At  the  time  that  the  note  was  written, 
the  Committee  had  not  enjoyed  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  practical 
application  of  this  block.  Thej^  have  since  witnessed  its  operation  in 
many  cases,  some  of  which  were  of  a  very  unfavorable  character.  It  is 
extremely  difficult  perfectly  to  retain  a  ventro-inguinal  or  direct  hernia 
by  any  of  the  forms  of  soft  pads,  as  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that 
those  pads  should  press  extensively  upon  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  in  order 
that  they  may  completely  guard  an  orifice  bounded  or  one  side  by  the 
pubic  bone.  This  pressure  not  only  increases  the  number  and  severity 
of  the  cases  of  varic(x;ele,  a  disease  of  frequent  occurrence,  under  the 
use  of  all  trusses,  though  seldom  of  much  moment,  but  it  also  gives 
rise  occasionally  to  troublesome  hydrocele,  and  sometimes  to  wasting  of 
the  testicle.  The  form  of  Chase's  ventro-inguinal  block  is  so  accurate- 
ly adapted  to  that  of  the  os  pubis,  that  it  has  secured  the  bowel  perfectly 
in  every  instance  of  ventro-inguinal  hernia  in  which  it  has  been  seen 
applied  b^  (he  Committee.  The  primary  adjustment  of  the  truss  is 
considerably  more  difficult,  and  requires  more  time  and  skill  in  the  worst 
cases  of  this  accident  than  in  the  inguinal  variety,  but  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  retention  does  not  appear  to  be  less  perfect  when  once  accom- 
plished. The  pressure  of  this  block  upon  the  os  pubis  has  been  made  a 
subject  of  coihplaint  in  only  one  instance,  and  the  inconvenience  then 
resulted  from  a  slight  mal-adjustment  in  the  Grst  application,  which  being 
corrected,  the  difficulty  never  recurred. 

[To  be  continued.] 


CONTROLLING  POWER   OF  VACCINATION. 

BT  TH09.   PRITCHARD,   OF  HRREFORD,   BNG. 

[The  following  communication  was  made  to  the  Ix)ndon  Lancet  in  con- 
Grmation  of  the  opinion  rece/itly  advanced  by  Mr.  Bree,  in  the  same 
Journal,  that  vaccination  has  no  power  of  preventing,  or  even  modifying, 
the  smallpox,  if  performed  after  exposure  to  the  influence  of  the 
contagion.] 

August  4.  I  vaccinated  a  very  healthy  child  in  Lugwardine,  near  this 
city  ;  the  vaccine  pustule  formed,  and  went  through  iis  usual  stages. 

10.  I  took  lymph  from  the  arm  for  the  purpose  of  further  vaccination. 

16.  I  was  called  to  the  same  child,  and  found  it  laboring  under  the 
premonitory  symptoms  of  smallpox,  and  in  due  course  it  had  that  dis- 
ease in  a  confluent  form.     Fearing  that  the  nurse  might  also  become  in- 

*  «•  GhMe*a  ventro-ineuinal  block  resembles  Uie  common  Ingninal  block,  stronirly  compreseed 
upon  its  broider  convexity,  iintiLthe  more  sudden  cuirature  is  made  to  overhang  the  base  to  a  graat 
extent,  particularly  in  the  middle  of  the  lengfth  of  the  block,  so  that  when  the  block  is  placed  on 
Its  base  and  viewed  perpendicularly,  It  presents  on  one  marxin  a  semi-elilptlcal  cnrvatnre,  and  oa 
the  other  an  effuse  parabola.  This  form  permits  the  effective  pressure  of  the  block  to  act  very 
near  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  without  Injuring  the  sperwiatie  cord,  or  contusing  the  integamente 
against  ttae  bone ;  and  it  would  appear  difficult  to  contrive  a  form  of  pad  better  fitted  to  aeeare  the 
ntaatloA  of  the  bowal  in  tliia  very  uoableaonie  vaxiety  of  berala.'* 
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Success  of  Remedies  in  the  Hospital  at  Palermo. 


fected,  I  immediately  vaccinated  her,  but  in  ten  days  after  (although  vac« 
cination  satisfactorily  matured),  she,  as  well  as  the  mother  of  the  child, 
sickened,  and  had  confluent  smallpox.  Three  other  servants  in  the 
same  house  are  now  under  my  care  with  th»  same  disease,  all  having 
marks  of  early  vaccination  in  (heir  arms^  I  beg  you  to  observe  that  the' 
nurse,  who  was  vaccinated,  ha.d  a  heavier  load  than  those  who  were  not, 
and  this  I  think  clears  up  the  point,  that 

Vaccination  has  no  power  of  preventing  or  even  modifying  variola, 
if  not  had  recourse  to  before  the  system  has  become  contaminated. 


SUCCESS    OF    VARIOUS    REMEDIES    IN    THE    GRAND   HOSPITAL  OF 

PALERMO. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surfdcal  Journal.] 

The  subjoined  table,  translated  from  Portal's  "  Trattalo  di  Clinica  Chi- 
rurgica,"  is  of  some  practical  interest,  though,  of  course,  partial  and  de* 
fective  in  its  character.  Its  object  is  to  give,  summarily,  the  success  of 
the  curative  means  employed  in  the  Grand  Hospital  of  Palenno,  and 
elsewhere,  during  ten  years,  from  1825  to  1835.  It  is  to  be  noticed 
that  opium,  camphor,  and  red  precipitate  are,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  employed,  necessarily  excluded  from  the  table. 


Remedies. 


Dfieasee. 


Beton     -    -     -    - 

Seton  in  nape  of  tho 
neck 


Belladonna 


Belladonna^  with 

mercurial  oiniin(;nt 
Tinct.  of  Strychnia 

Anetate  of' Morphia, 
with  Janin's  pomade 


Nitrate  of  Silver 


Mercurial  Ointment 
and  ita  prepara- 
tion! 

Sartaparilla  •    -    • 

Cinchona    -    -    - 

Calomel      -    -    - 
AceUte  of  Lead    - 


Ancient  frHCtiire 

Lymphatic  ab«cesB  of  tho  mamma    ... 
.Mania  -----.- 

\\  Chronic  ophthalmia,  with  opacity  of  the  cornea 

'Inguinal  hernia 

Crurnl  *• 

Hernia  of  the  iria         -        -        -        -        - 

Ophthalmia     ------- 

Spasm  of  the  muacica  of  the  face  and  the  sterno-maa- 
toidciia       ------ 

^Umbilic-MJ  hernia      ------ 

'Articular  dropsy  of  the  knee        -        -        - 
Swelling  of  the  teaticle    -        .        .        -        - 
Paraplegia    ----.-. 

Sl*iiipubral  wab  ------ 

Purulent  discharge  from  palnebra 
Morbid  granulations  of  the  Meibomian  glaiids- 
'Epilefisy      ----.-- 
Opacity  of  the  cornea       -        -        -        -        - 
ulcers  upon  the  cornea         -        -        .        . 

Hernia  of  the  iris     - 

Fistula  lachrymalis       -        -        •        -        - 
^Coniirmed  lues        ------ 

j  Chronic  ophthalmia 

I  Chronic  Fwellings    ------ 

[  Venereal  ulcers 

Confirmed  lues 

SDry  i^anerene       ------ 
Humid  do.       -     .   - 
Ophthalmia,  internally  and  externally 
In  colly rium  for  ophthalmia     -        -        -        - 
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24 

57 
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45 

301 

36 
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38 
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Remedies  by  Surgical  Operation. 


Operations. 


Natara. 


Amputation    - 


Dtsarticulation     - 

Semi-castration    - 
Hydrocele    -    -    - 
do.        -    -    - 
Cutting  for  Fistula 


Extirpation 


Herniotomy    -    -     * 

Extensive  cutaneous 

incisions 
Circurai^ision    -    - 
Resection  of  Bones 
Tapping     -     -    - 
Urelnrotomy     -    - 
Rccisiun     -    -    - 


'  Of  the  thigh  (circular) 

CI      arm  " 

"      forearm    ** 
\  Of  the  metacarpal  of  thumb  ' 

<*      hand  (circular) 

«     phalanges  (do.)  - 


(Incision) 
(Injection)  • 


Of  tumors 

excrescences 
fungi    - 
polypi      T 
mamma        » 

Inguinal 

Crural 

Umbilical 


Ofthe  knee  joint 


Actual  Cautery 


Reduction  of  Luxa-^ 
tioDS. 


Ligature  of  Arteries 


Of  tonsils      -        -        -        - 

In  sweUing  ofthe  tonsils  - 
rnnula       -        -        - 
hemorrhage  from  piles  - 
malignant  pustule     - 
parulis  -        -        -        -        - 
epulis       -        -        -        - 
cnronic  venereal  bubo  - 
parotitis   -        -        -        -^ 
.      caries  of  lower  jaw  and  tibia 

Of  the  humerus     -        -        - 
"      femur     -        -        -        - 
"      wrist  -        -        - 

"      tarsus     -        -        .        - 
"      lower  jaw  -      .  - 
«      patella    -        .        -        - 

'Ofthe  radial 

"      brachial  -        -        - 

«<      femoral     - 
"      temporal         -        -        • 
•*     crural        •        -       - 


Lateral  operation 


Removal  of  Pterygium 
For  Empyema  - 
Resection  of  Uvula 
Lithotomy  -  -  - 
Artificial  Pupil  ^  • 
Fistula  lachrymalis 
Acupuncture  -  - 
Recision  of  Conjunctiva 

\  For  apoplexy 


Arteriotomy    - 

Incision      -    - 
Cathnterism  -    - 
For  Cataract  - 

Panceoteiii    • 


oph^almo-blenorrboBa 
For  imperfbratioo  - 


\  Of  bladder 
\      abdomtA 
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Op«ratioDf. 


Nature. 
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For  Harelip 
Recision  -    • 


Reduction  of  Frac- 
tures 


Amputation  of  Penis 
Extirp.  of  Ganglions 


Of  lower  lip 
Of  nnsal  bone 

frontal  do.    - 

clavicle   - 

humerus  (Boyer's) 

radius 

ulna     -        -        - 

ulna  and  radius 

nock  of  feiutjr 

fe/bur  (Pnu*s)  - 

patella  (Assaliua's) 

tibia 

fibula  ... 

tibia  and  fibula 

bones  of  carpus     - 

ribs 

acromion 

olecranon 

lower  jaw    - 


In  this  prospectus  to  his  clinical  observations  and  cases,  Signor  Portal 
presents  an  exhibition  of  success,  so  remarkable,  as  almost  to  alarm  tis 
for  bis  veracity.  But  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  allow  him  the  con6dence 
due  to  an  ardent  lover  of  science,  at  least  after  deducting  a  reasonable 
percentage  as  a  commission  to  the  love  of  one's  own  reputation  ;  espe* 
cially  when  we  can  place  by  the  side  of  what  he  claims  in  the  use  of 
belladonna,  and  the  nitrate  of  silver,  his  humiliating  admissions  in  re- 
gard to  amputating  the  breast.  He  remarks  in  a  note  concerning  the 
extract  of  belladonna  combined  with  acetate  of  lead,  that  he  has  used  it 
happily  for  acute  ophthalmia  of  severe  character,  in  cases  too  numerous 
to  calculate.  The  fatal  cases  of  amputated  breast  were  all  decided  bj 
a  reproduction  of  the  cancerous  disease.  The  five  fatal  cases  following 
the  cutaneous  incisions,  were  from  extended  gangrene.  The  fatal  result 
following  the  resection  of  a  bone,  arose  from  a  fierce  meningitis  occur- 
ring after  the  operation.  The  two  deaths  following  the  operation  of 
lithotomy,  and  the  two  from  paracentesis  of  the  bladder,  were  occasioned 
by  cysto- peritonitis.  The  single  fatal  case  of  fractured  cervix  femoris, 
depended  on  an  attack  of  apoplexy ;  and  that  of  fractured  femur,  on 
tetanus. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
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DR.    WARREN'S  RHINOPLASTIC  OPERATION. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  detailed  report  of  Dr.  Warren's  operation 
for  a  new  nose,  aocompaaied  by  three  lithographic  heads,  iliusirative  of 
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the  appearance  of  the  parts  before  and  afler  the  operation,  appeared  in 
this  Journal  several  months  ago.  The  expression  was  at  the  time — that 
it  was  one  of  the  triumphs  of  modern  surgery — the  construction  of  a  per- 
fect nasal  organ  from  the  teguments  of  the  furehpad.  As  it  has  beea 
circulated  of  late  that  the  case  was  not  as  successful  in  the  end,  as  was 
anticipated,  we  have  taken  pains  to  investigate  the  matter  in  person/  On 
Sunday  evening  an  interview  was  held  with  the  patient.  He  is  not  only 
in  most  perfect  health,  but  lie  has  a  good  and  wholesome  facial  expres- 
sion. No  person,  unacquainted  with  the  facts,  would  ever  suspect  that 
bis  strongly  marked  aquiline  nose  was  wholly  taken  from  the  forehead, 
above  the  orbits.  It  might,  perhaps,  occur  to  the  spectator,  as  a  casual 
thought,  that  the  individual  had  received  a  sabre  wound  ou  the  left  side  of 
the  nose,  down  to  the  corner  of  the  mouth.  He  is  a  painter,  by  profes- 
sion, and  labors  constantly — almost  forgetting  the  sufferings  through 
which  he  has  passed.  The  nostrils  are  well,  turned — and  the  new  nasa^ 
apparatus  is  used  for  all  the  common  purposes.  If  compressed  or  closed, 
the  character  of  the  voice  is  changed — even  colds  produce  the  same 
phenomena  as  in  the  original  one. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  defects  of  the  rhinoplastic  operation  are  shown 
in  the  diminutive  size  of  the  new  nose — the  bridge  of  which  falls  down, 
ultimately,  to  a  level  with  the  face,  presentinj^  a  shocking  deformity,  of 
which  the  patient  cannot  divest  his  mind.  He  therefore  shuns  society, 
and  is  an  outcast,  partly  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  and  partly  from  choice. 
But  in  Dr.  Warren's  case,  the  usual  errors  of  other  surgeons,  in  this  re- 
spect, were  avoided — more  material  being  secured,  which  is  always 
safest,  as,  if  any  absorption  takes  place,  enough  will  remain  to  maintain 
the  desired  prominence,  the  chief  character  of  the  external  organ.  A 
kind  of  muscular  motion  at  the  wings  and  at  the  root j  on  the  left  side, 
near  the  inner  canthus  of  the  eye,  is  quite  perceptible.  This  is  undoubt- 
edly eflecied  by  the  fibres  of  the  levators  of  the  lip,  corrugators  and  occi- 
pito-frootalis.  No  diminution  in  the  size  will  probably  hereafter  take 
place.  The  operation  occurred  on  the  19th  of  September,  1836 — and  as 
oo  change,  either  in  appearance  or  function,  has  since  been  manifested, 
it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  it  will  remain  permanently  as  it  is — as  perfect 
as  it  is  possible  for  an  artificial  nose  to  be.  The  sensation  is  precisely  as 
in  the  old  nose.  At  first,  the  tip,  when  touched,  appeared  to  be  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  forehead  ;  but  the  sensation  is  now  referred  to  the  point 
where  impressions  are  actually  made.  On  the  whole,  our  admiration  has 
been  greatly  increased  by  this  opportunity  of  reinspecting  the  perfect 
success  of  this  remarkable  operation. 


SmaUpox. — Several  cases  occurred,  as  heretofore  stated,  a  week  or 
two  since,  in  the  city  of  Lowell.  Only  one  new  one  has  since  appeared, 
which  demonstrates  ^he  value  of  vaccination.  At  Nashua,  N.  H.,  one 
person  has  the  disease — a  small  child  has  died  with  it,  and  there  is  also  a 
case  at  Merrimack.  At  the  south  and  west,  where  there  was  a  preva- 
lence xif  the  malady  a  few  months  since,  it  seems  to  have  been  circum- 
scribed. Vaccination  is  the  only  course  to  be  pursued  with  any  prospect 
of  limiting  the  wide-spreading  devastation  of  smallpox,  where  it  once 
makes  its  appearance. 


•dnijptiteJiant.— A  good,  judicious  work  on  this  simplest  branch  of  sur- 
gery, is  as  mudi  wanted  in  this  country  as  any  scientific  treatise  that 
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could  be  indicated.  Every  manual,  from  the  cost  of  an  English  shilling 
to  the  dearest  books  on  operative  surgery,  are  elaborate  enough  on  am- 
putations, and  yet  scarcely  any  two  agree  in  deciding  what  method  is  best. 
It  is  precisely  so  with  the  operators  throughout  the  entire  country  :  one 
pursues  one  particular  plan,  and  a  second  adopts  another.  No  more 
compilations  should  be  tolerated; — if  practicable,  let  us  have  an  Ameri- 
can book.  Amputations  at  the  articulations,  and  amputations  generally, 
should  be  treated  of,  and  nothing  extraneous  ought  to  be  introduced. 


Foreign  Correspondence. — An  interesting  letter  from  a  Boston  physi- 
cian, dated  at  Edinburgh,  was  received  too  late  for  this  number,  but  it 
shall  have  insertion  next  week. — Dr.  Warren^s  paper  read  at  Liverpool, 
before  the  British  Association,  on  American  Crania,  has  also  been  re- 
ceived by  the  last  packet.  This,  too,  we  propose  to  present  our  readers 
as  soon  as  other  matters  can  be  disposed  of. 


Medical  Introductory  Lectures, — Though  disappointed  in  not  finding  it 
convenient  to  be  present  when  the  several  professors,  at  the  Medical 
College  in  this  city,  gave  their  introductories,  last  week,  we  have  been 
assured  they  were  highly  satisfactory.  Dr.  Lewis,  who  should  never  be 
permitted  to  leave  the  school  so  long  as  the  corporation  can  devise  ways 
and  means  for  paying  him  for  his  services,  will  render  important  assist- 
ance to  the  students  of  the  anatomical  department  the  present  term. 
Last  season,  there  was  a  general  regret  that  he  had  neither  part  nor  lot 
in  the  matter. 


Dartmouth  College. — Ninety-two  students  compose  the  present  class. 
Of  this  number,  one  is  an  Indian  and  another  a  negro. — No  returns  have 
been  made  of  the  classes  at  Berkshire,  Fairfield,  New  Haven,  or^Das- 
tleton.  Probably  the  publication  of  the  catalogues  has  been  postponed 
to  the  close  of  the  term. 


Baylston  Medical  Society, — On  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  14th,  an  address 
will  be  delivered  before  this  energetic  association,  at  the  Medical  Col- 
lege, which  we  recommend  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  city,  and  par- 
ticularly all  honorary  members,  to  attend. 


Blind  Institution. — Dr.  Howe,  the  director  of  this  institution,  and  a 
member  of  the  medical  profession,  who  eminently  distinguished  himself 
as  a  surgeon  in  Greece,  in  the  memorable  struggle  of  that  oppressed 
country  against  the  Turks,  will  transmit  his  names  to  posterity  in  the  char- 
acter of  one  of  the  benefactors  of  the  age  in  which  he  lives.  His  im- 
provements in  embossed  printing,  the  singular  advantages  of  his  alphabet, 
beside  various  other  devices  by  which  the  blind  are  able  to  enlarge  their 
sphere  of  knowledge  through  the  sense  of  touch, 'are  meritorious  in  the 
highest  degree.  « 

To  CoaRRspoifDBNTS. — Dr.  Carpenter's  singular  cases  of  disease  of  the  ute- 
rus, Dr.  Sewell  on  Doable  Amputation,  with  the  ipteresting  letter  referred  to 
above,  are  reserved  for  next  week. 


Died,— In  Natchez,  Mi.,  of  the  yellow  fever,  Dr.  Thomas  Davis. 
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Whole  number  of  death*  In  Bonton,  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  4,  fil.    Males,  IS^Femalei,  9. 

Consumption,  3— burn.  1— drowned,  ]— Inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— old  age,  1— measles,  1— 
drojixy  in  ihe  head,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— Inflammation  of  the  stomach,  l>-croii|i,  9— 
disea«e  of  the  heart,  1— paralysis,  l^stillborn,  3. 


LECTURES   ON   THE   DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 

Da.  JoHir  JaFraiEs  will  deliver  a  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  (he  Eye,  at 
the  Massachusetts  Bye .  and  Ear  Infirmary,  corner  of  Pitts  and  Green  stieeis,  to  commence  on  ihe 
eighth  day  of  Novemher.  Apply  to  DR.  JEFFRIES,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  or  at  the  Infirmary,  any 
day,  at  11  o'clock,  A.M.  Nov.  I— «p3t 

MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF   MAINE. 

Ths  Medical  Lectures  at  BiHvdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  I9th  of  February,  1838. 
Anatomy  and  durgerv,  by  Joikpm  Roar,  M.D.,  late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical 

School  of  Harvara  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Phytic,  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Jamxi  M'Kisii,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,<by  Paskxr  Clkavblard,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  aud  the  Library  are  annually  increaslnc- 

Every  person,  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  Is  required  previously  to  present  tatlsflictoiy 
evidence  of  possessing  a  gtK>d  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  lectures  is  $50.    The  lectures  continue  three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term  in  May,  aud  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  i^eptemher. 

Professor  M'Kcaw,  who  has  been  absent  duringthe  last  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Great  Britain 
and  Frauce,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  the  lectures. 

P.  CLEAVELAND,  Sssrslerf. 
J}ntii«iP(di:,Oct.  1837.  Nov.  8— eop6l 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Trs  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.    A  convenient  rooiD 
has  been  prtwlded  for  this  purpose,  whirh  will  be  open  to  ilie  students  at  all  hours.    'I  hey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  ties Dispensaiy 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1 , 3  and  3,  and  in  v/um  whick  will  be  treated  ai  ike  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
SulBcienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  «  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.Db 
Boston,  August  9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  MJ). 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Tmk  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  lns:runtion,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  wdl  be 
given  in  the  intervals  oft  he  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  CnAiriviiva. 
On  Physiology,  Pa;hulogy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Dr.  Wabm, 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        >  .....  «      Da.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy,       ----  -.__-_  .  «      Da.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  Jarge 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee>*  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficieut  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  •  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Cct.  18~tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEW^p,  JB 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 
Pkysiciaivs  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  pmcare  ten  qntlls  charged  with  Puaa  Vacci hs  ' 
ViauB  by  return  mail,  on  addresfting  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  poHpaidf  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.        Oct.  fiS. 

THE  80.ST0N  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  coromunlcatione 
miistbeadlres.4ed,/}o«t-pai4i.  It  is  al!«o  published  in  Monthly  Parti«,  each  Part  containing  the  w(>ekly 
nuin'>ersoftbepreceilins  month, stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Bditor.~PrI«^ef3,00a 
year  in  idvauce.  ^3.50  alter  three  months, aud  #4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  cupv  ^ratur  "-Orders  from  a  dizitanceuiust  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
•aiisitectory  refbieace.— Postage  the  aarae  as  fbr  a  Newspaper. 
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MEDICAL    MEMORANDA. 

BT  ▲  BOSTON    PHYSICIAN  KOW   III   EUROPE. 

[Communieated  for  the  Boston  MedlcBl  and  Surgical  Joarnal.] 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  give  my  friends  at  home 
some  notion  of  the  advances  our  science  has  made  in  this  country.  But 
they  rim  into  every  department  of  the  profession,  and  are,  of  course,  so 
numerous  that  I  cannot  describe  them.  To  understand,  you  must  see 
them.  It  is  no  discredit  to  our  country  that  we  do  not  keep  pace  with 
Europe  in  the  improvement  of  physical  science.  The  division  of  labor, 
the  high  rewards  of  successful  industry,  but,  above  all,  the  collision  and 
comparison  of  opinions  between  the  master  spirits  of  the  day,  give  to  Eu^ 
rope  advantages  which  America  cannot  expect  to  attain  at  present.  We 
are,  however,  advancing  so  rapidly  that  we  shall  not  be  far  behind  them. 

Among  the  most  active  and  successful  cultivators  of  science,  is  Dr. 
Arnott,  the  inventor  of  the  water  bed.  He  is  a  physician  of  an  amia- 
ble and  philanthropic  disposition,  of  very  active  habits  and  agreeable 
manners.  He  has  contrived  a  water  chair  for  invalids,  on  tbe  principle 
of  his  water  bed.  The  sofa,  on  which  we  sat  at  his  tM>use,  was  of  tbe 
same  description ;  and  1  would  state,  for  the  information  of  any  one  who 
may  have  occasion  to  use  the  water  beds,  that  the  water  in  this  sofa  had 
not  been  changed  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  perfectly  sweet  at  the 
time  I  saw  it.  Dr.  Arnott  has  contrived  a  stove,  on  philosophical  prin- 
ciples, which  gives  out  nearly  all  the  beat  generated  by  combustion,  and 
of  course  must  be  a  great  advance  on  other  inventions.  The  most  es- 
sential and  peculiar  part  of  it  consists  in  making  it  a  regulator  of  the 
quantity  of  air  admitted  for  combustion.  This  stove  he  will  perhaps 
exhibit  at  the  meeting  of  tbe  British  Association  in  Liverpool,  next 
month. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  zealous  and 
successful  cultivators  of  anatomical  and  pathological  science.  Having 
acquired  an  ample  fortune,  be  has  no  occasion  to  submit  to  tbe  laborious 
and  responsible  duties  of  the  profession;  but  he  is  ready,  at  stated 
hours,  to  give  advice  to  those  who  apply,  both  at  his  own  house,  and  in 
the  town.  He  rises  early,  and  employs  two  or  three  hours  in  anatomi- 
cal and  surgical  investigations  before  breakfast.  Afterwards  he  receives 
patients  at  his  house  till  two;  then  visits  till  six  or  seven,  the  commoD 
boor  of  dinner ;  and  when  he  entertains,  which  he  frequently  does,  tbe 
16 
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even'mg  is  devoted  to  his  friends ;  and  when  not,  he  commits  to  writing 
what  he  has  seen  in  the  day.  He  does  not  regularly  attend  any  hos- 
pital, though,  as  consulting  surgeon  of  Guy's,  he  is  ready  to  visit 
when  he  can  be  useful,  and  his  attendance  is  hailed  with  pleasure  by 
the  surgeons,  as  a  gratifying  occurrence.  You  may  ask,  perhaps,  what 
subjects  he  investigates.  He  told  me  he  was  employed  in  studying  the 
anatomy  of  the  female  breast,  as  a  preparation  to  bis  work  on  the  malig- 
nant diseases  of  that  organ.  When  he  intends  to  publish,  he  did  not  say. 
Probably  it  may  be  some  time  Grst.  The  researches  necessary  to  eluci- 
date this  subject,  require  frequent  injections  and  dissections.  His  injec- 
tions are  among  the  most  beautiful  and  fortunate  which  now  exist. 
Those  of  the  thymus  gland  finely  illustrate  the  anatomy  of  this  organ, 
and  go  far  to  establish  its  physiology.  As  an  example  of  his  great  in- 
dustry and  insuperable  perseverance,  I  will  stale  a  fact.  He  accident- 
ally came  in  possession  of  the  whole  viscera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen, 
exhibiting  phenomena  which  are  rare,  and  of  which  there  is  no  existing 
preparation.  Sir  Astley  determined  to  inject  and  preserve  this  as  a 
dried  preparation.  The  labor  in  securing  the  thousand  small  wounded 
vessels  did  not  deter  him.  He  succeeded  in  injecting  and  preserving  all 
the  organs,  even  the  liver,  in  a  dried  state,  and  produced  an  invaluable 
preparation  which  may  last  for  centuries.  This  distinguished  person  is 
DOW  in  Ekiinburgh,  the  first  time  for  fifty  years,  and  has  been  received 
with  great  cordiality  by  the  profession,  and  a  public  dinner  is  to  be  given 
to  him  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

The  number  of  distinguished  men  in  London  is  so  great  that  I  am 
doubtful  of  the  propriety  of  speaking  of  any  individual,  aware  as  I  am 
of  the  impossibility  of  doing  justice  to  the  characters  of  such  men  in  a 
few  words.  The  editor  of  the  works  and  author  of  the  biography  of 
Dr.  Armstrong,  is  almost  as  well  known  in  our  country  as  in  England. 
In  this,  he  holds*  a  high  reputation,  both  as  an  author  and  a  man  of 
science  ;  and  to  show  the  standing  that  he  occupies  here,  it  is  sufficient 
to  mention  that  he  has  lately  been  selected  as  one  of  the  governors  of 
the  new  university. 

The  friend  of  Dr.  Boott,  Dr.  James  Clark,  is  also  well  known  in  our 
country.  Dr.  Clark  is  the  author  of  the  best  treatise  on  consumption 
which  we  have  in  the  language — a  work  which  places  the  prevention 
and  treatment  of  this  great  enemy  of  our  race  in  a  more  distinct  light, 
and  on  a  more  rational  plan,  than  any  other.  Every  physician  and 
every  student  should  read  it,  and  they  will  there  find  all  they  require  to 
conduct  them  in  those  practical  pursuits  for  which  no  readin  gcan  be  a 
substitute.  Dr.  Clark  is  a  person  whose  character  and  manners  excite 
extraordinary  interest  in  those  who  meet  him  ;  quiet  and  retiring  in  man- 
ner, yet  whatever  he  says  shows  thought  and  good  judgment.  He  is  now 
physician  to  the  queen,  and  has  reposed  in  him  a  high  degree  of  confi- 
dence by  distinguished  persons. 

Having  mentioned  Dr.  Amott,  I  will  state  that  he  is  about  publishing 
another  edition  of  his  excellent  work  on  natural  and  experimental  phi- 
losophy. This  will  contain  many  improvements  on  the  fonner  editiorts. 
Sir  Charles  Bell  is  about  to  publish,  in  two  volumes^  a  work  on  the  Prin- 
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ciples  and  Practice  or  Surgery.  Sir  Charles  has  been  appointed  Profes- 
sor of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  to  which  city  he  has 
removed  (torn  Liondon.  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie  is  preparing  another  edition 
of  his  work  on  Joints.  He  told  me  that  his  views  of  practice  in  their 
diseases  were  much  changed.  Mr.  Listen  has  a  new  surgical  work  in 
hand)  with  numerous  wood  cuts.  This  will  be  a  valuable  and  usefiii 
work.  Among  the  works  recently  published  is  Dr.  Alison's  Outlines 
of  Physiology  and  Pathology.  This  gives  a  correct  view  of  the  present 
improved  state  of  these  sciences  in  Europe.  Mr.  Syme  has  printed  a 
second  edition  of  his  Principles  of  Surgery — a  work  well  known  for  its 
comprehensive  and  exact  statements.  Dr.  Abercrombie  has  not  pub- 
lished anything  new  in  medicine  of  late.  He  is,  however,  always  occu- 
pied in  some  useful  work,  and  has  lately  printed  a  small  book  addressed 
to  the  working  classes,  which  will  be  of  great  use,  and  shows  the  extent 
of  his  philanthropy  and  power  of  observation. 

1  began  to  write  with  the  intention  of  giving  some  little  information  of 
new  publications  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  thinking  it  might  be  useful 
and  interesting ;  but  have  extended  my  thoughts  to  subjects  of  a  diflbr- 
ent  nature,  and  which,  perhaps,  had  better  have  been  omitted  or  referred 
to  a  future  period.  As,  however,  I  am  unwilling  to  lose  the  time  em- 
ployed in  writing  them,  I  send  them  for  your  amusement,  wishing  them 
to  be  considered  as  hasty  and  inadequate  sketches  of  the  distinguished 
persons  whose  name5i  are  mentioned.  I  remain  yours,  &c. 

Edinburgh,  August  29,  1837.  W.'  /^m- >j 


CASES  OF   DOUBLE   AMPUTATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  JBoston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  you  annexed  two  cases  of  double  amputation,  as  they  oc- 
curred in  the  Hotel  Dieu  Hospital,  of  this  city.  As  far  as  1  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  the  plan  followed  is  new,  and  as  the  results  in  both 
cases  have  been  highly  satisfactory,  I  shall  feel  obliged  (should  they  be 
deemed  of  sufficient  interest)  if  you  will  give  them  a  place  in  your 
valuable  Journal.  I  have  contented  myself  with  merely  detailing  the 
facts  of  the  two  cases,  as  drawn  in  the  Grst,  from  notes  furnished  to  me 
by  Dr.  Morrin  ;  and  in  the  second,  from  memory,  it  having  so  recently 
come  under  my  own  observation,  and  reserve  to  another  time,  if  neces- 
sary, some  arguments  in  favor  of  the  mode  pursued,  premising  here, 
however,  that  1  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  recommend  it  in  ordinary 
cases  of  sudden  and  severe  accidents,  as,  for  instance,  compound  frac- 
tures, &c.,  where  the  immediate  removsA  of  both  limbs  may  be  required. 
(Quebec,  Oct.  20,  1837.  1  remain,  sir,  your  obt.  servt. 

Jas.  a.  Sewell,  M.D. 

James  Brown,  ast  27,  was  admitted  into  the  Hotel  Dieu  early  in  May, 
1833,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Morrin.  His  history  was,  that  he  was  a 
sailor,  and  bad  been  shipwrecked  the  fall  previous  in  the  Gulph  of  St* 
Lawrence — that  he  had  been  exposed  for  a  considerable  time  to  intense 
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cold,  by  which  both  legs  were  frozen — that  he  got  with  difficulty  to  the 
nearest  habitation,  where  he  remained  all  winter,  without  medical  assist- 
ance, emiuring  a  series  of  privations  and  suffering.  On  admission  into 
the  hospital,  both  limbs  were  found  to  be  in  a  complete  state  of  sphace* 
lation,  the  lower  ends  of  the  tibie  and  Gbulte,  togetlier  with  the  bones 
and  ligaments  of  the  ankle  joints,  being  entirely  exposed,  and  his  whole 
general  appearance  indicating  great  constitutional  disturbance.  It  was 
at  once  apparent  that  amputation  alone  could  save  life.  The  question, 
however,  whether  one  limb  should  be  removed,  and  some  time  allowed 
for  the  system  to  rally  before  the  second  operation  should  be  under- 
taken, or,  on  the  other  hand,  whether  the  double  amputation  should  be 
simultaneously  performed,  could  not  so  readily  be  decided.  After  due 
deliberation,  it  was  determined  that  the  latter  plan  should  be  adopted, 
and  the  operations  were  accordingly  performed  at  one  and  the  same 
moment  by  Dr.  Morrin  and  the  late  Dr.  Hall.  The  operation  occupied 
about  the  usual  time,  the  man  was  removed  to  his  ward,  and  recovered 
without  one  untoward  symptom,  with  the  exception  of  an  abscess 
which  formed  in  the  pectoral  muscle  of  the  right  side,  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  operation,  but  caused,  I  believe,  entirely  by  his  having 
been  exposed  to  much  hardship  during  his  passage  up  to  Quebec,  on 
board  a  small  schooner,  where  his  only  bed  for  several  days  and  nights 
consisted  of  a  coil  of  coarse  cable^  the  pressure  from  which  (considering 
the  poor  fellow's  helpless  condition),  may  be  easily  conceived.  The 
abscess  healed  kindly,  and  he  was  discharged  perfectly  cured  within  the 
month. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  young  Canadian,  who  came  under  my 
care  in  March  last,  in  the  Hotel  Dieu.  He  was  of  very  inteniperate 
habits,  and  had,  one  night  in  January  (when  in  a  state  of  intoxication), 
lost  his  way  on  tlie  ice  between  Quebec  and  the  island  of  Orleans.  He 
was  found  on  the  following  morning  with  both  feet  completely  frozen* 
When  I  6rst  saw  him  morti6cation  had  extended  about  midway  up  each 
leg,  the  bones  of  which  were,  to  a  considerable  extent,  perfectly  denud- 
ed, the  feet  remaining  attached  by  the  lateral  ligaments  alone.  He  was 
at  this  time  losing  ground  rapidly — appetite  entirely  gone,  with  profuse 
night  sweats  and  colliquative  diarrhcea,  and  expressed  an  earnest  desire 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  legs.  Double  amputation  below  the 
knees,  as  in  the  forecroing  case,  was  accordingly  performed  by  Dr.  Pa- 
raut  and  myself.  The  first  dressings  were  removed  on  the  fifth  day, 
when  both  slumps  were  found  almost  cocnpletely  united  by  the  first  in- 
tention. The  man  recovered  rapidly  and  perfectly,  and  was  discharged 
in  about  five  weeks  from  the  day  of  the  operation. 

I  wish  it  to  be  fully  understood,  that  in  both  cases  the  incisions  on 
each  leg  were  made  at  one  and  the  same  instant  by  the  two  operating 
surjteons.  I  mention  this,  because  a  case  of  double  amputation  was 
published  in  your  Journal  a  short  time  since,  in  which  it  does  not  exactly 
appear  whether  both  limbs  were  removed  as  has  been  described,  or 
wbetber  they  were  removed  in  succession  by  the  same  operator. 
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SINGULAE  CASES  OF  UTERINE   INFLAMMATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— The  following  cases  are  reported,  not  so  much  because  they  aro 
considered  anomalous  by  the  writer,  as  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  iufor- 
mation  from  the  older  members  of  the  profession. 

Sept.  25th.  Was  called  to  see  M.  H.,  a^ed  15  months.  Found  ber 
discharging  moderate  quantities  of  fresh  venous  blood  from  the  boweb. 
On  inquiry  found  she  had  been  ill  three  days ;  had  discharged  blood  the 
day  before  I  saw  her.  Pulse  natural ;  no  constitutional  disturbance. 
Supposed  it  a  severe  case  of  dysentery.  R.  Oleum  ricini,  ii.  f3.  to  be 
followed  by  enema  xii.  gtt.  tinct.  opii  in  mucilage  of  gum  arable  ii.  f  3  • 

26.  Cathartic  operated  kindly.  Enema  quieted  the  bowels.  No 
bloody  stools.  Pulse  natural.  R.  Piilv.  Dov.  i.  gr.  with  1-2  gr.  super 
teet.  plumbi,  every  4  hours ;  sp.  nit.  dulc.  x.  gtt.  every  6  hours. 

S7.  Had  a  bad  night,  with  frequent  bloody  discharges  per  anuro. 
Pulse  natural.  No  pain,  except  with  the  discharges.  R.,  S.  M.  H.  vi. 
gr.,  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours  till  catharsis,  followed  by  enemt 
tinct.  opii  xii.  gtt.  in  ii.  f  3  mucilage  of  gum  arable.  In  the  mean  time 
the  patient  was  taking  gum  arabic,  slippery  elm,  and  bread  water  for 
Dourisliment. 

23.  S.  M.  H.  operated  with  its  characteristic  appearances.  Enema 
quieted  the  bowels.  No  hemorrhage.  Pulse  natural.  R.  TiocL  opii 
gtt.  v.,  tinct.  kino  gtt.  xii.,  pulv.  Dov.  gr.  i.  every  8  hours,  alternating. 

29.  Found  the  patient  in  severe  paroxysms  of  pain,  discbai^ng 
blood  copiously  from  rectum  and  vagina.  On  examination,  found  the 
hymen  niptured,  the  perineum  lacerated  two  thirds  across,  and  distended 
during  the  tenesmus,  like  that  of  a  woman  in  labor.  Pulse  natural,  ex« 
eept  during  tenesmus.  Constitutional  disturbance  not  severe.  It  was 
impossible  to  say  whether  the  blood  had  its  origin  in  the  vagina  or  reo« 
turn.  R.  Enema  tinct.  opii  xii.  gtt.  followed  by  super  acet.  plumbi  gr. 
i.,  opii  1-6  gr.  every  4  hours.  Vesication  on  lower  region  of  the  abdo* 
luen.     Diet  as  before. 

30.  No  dejection.  Good  night  and  day.  Could  not  bear  vesicatioD. 
Pulse  natural.     Continue  treatment. 

Oct.  1.  Good  night  and  day.  Two  dejections.  No  beax)rrbage» 
No  appetite.     Continue  treatment. 

2d.  Bad  night.  Hemorrhage  from  vagina  severe.  Countenance  pal- 
lid and  sunken.  Pulse  100,  small  and  quick.  R.,  S.  M.  H.  gr.  viil 
followed  by  enema  of  super  acet.  plumbi  gr.  i v.,  tinct.  opii  xii.  gtt.  io 
ii.  f 3  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.     Pulv.  Dov.  gr.  i.  every  4  hours. 

3.  Did  not  retain  enema  ;  gave  vi.  gtt.  tinct.  opii  in  its  place.  Other 
medicine  as  directed.  S.  M.  H.  operated  without  pain.  Is  quiet,  but 
failing.     Continue  treatment  of  September  30ih. 

4.  Bad  night  and  day.  Frequent  discharges  of  grumous  blood,  with 
shreds  of  a  fibrous  subsunce.  Pulse  as  on  2d,  but  more  feeble.  Con* 
tinue  treatment. 

5.  Patient  has  bad  frequent  dischai^es  of  pus,  mingled  with  grumoae 
Uoodi  per  Yagbai  with  severe  tenesmus  and  baaring-down  pain9>  as  if 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


334  tSngular  Cases  of  Uterine  Injlammatian. 

the  fundus  of  the  uterus  was  pressing  upon  the  perineum.  Perineum 
lacerated  quite  across.  At  this  time  the  stools  were  passed  by  both 
passages.  It  was  evident  there  was  adhesion  and  ulceration  from  the 
rectum  into  the  uterus  or  vagina.  Pulse  flagging.  R.  Brandy  and  loaf 
sugar ;  the  mucilages  as  before.  Tmct.  opii  vi.  gtt.  every  8  hours. 
This  treatment  was  continued  till  the  8th,  when  the  patient  expired. 
She  continued  to  discharge  pus,  mingled  with  grumous  blood,  until  her 
death.     Body  not  examined. 

Sept.  6th.  H.  M.,  a  twin  sister  of  the  former  patient,  was  seized  dis- 
charging fresh  blood  from  the  rectum,  precisely  as  in  the  former  case. 
Being  convinced  that  the  structural  disease  in  the  former  case  was  located 
entirely  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  rectum  and  the  uterus  or  vagina,  it 
was  determined  to  combat  the  local  disease  as  much  as  possible.  This  case 
ran  precisely  the  same  course  as  the  other,  and  terminated  in  the  same 
way  on  the  21st.  The  treatment,  up  to  the  16th,  was  oleum  ricini  and 
S.  M.  H.  for  cathartics  ;  vesication  upon  the  lower  region  of  the  abdo- 
men, astringent  and  anodyne  injections,  with  leeches  to  the  anus  and 
▼ulva.  Having  in  view  the  good  effects  of  the  terebinthinate  prepara- 
tions upon  the  mucous  surfaces,  it  was  determined  to  try  the  oleum  tere- 
binth., but  it  was  done  without  success.  There  having  been  no  good 
effects  from  the  lead  in  the  fonner  case,  it  was  omitted  in  this,  but  the 
opium  was  given  nearly  as  before. 

16.  On  consultation  it  was  thought  best  to  try  carbon.  R.  PuW. 
charcoal  ii.  tablespoons,  with  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  every  24  hours. 
This  was  pursued  36  hours,  with  no  good  effect.  On  the  contrary  the 
irritatioD  which  it  produced  on  the  bowels  increased  the  tenesmus  and 
bearing-down  efibrts  of  the  uterus,  and,  consequently,  the  suffering. 
From  the  17th,  calomel  and  opium  were  freely  given  until  death,  with 
DO  good  effects.  In  neither  case  was  there  any  strangury  or  other 
trouble  in  the  urine.  Large  coagula  formed  in  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
which  obstructed  the  hemorrhage  per  vagina  24,  and  at  times  48  hours, 
but  when  passed,  was  followed  with  fresh  blood,  mingled  with  portions 
of  a  flbrous  substance.  Perineum  lacerated  nearly  across  on  the  fourth 
day  of  the  disease. 

Fost'Mortem  Etaminationy  sixteen  hours  after  death. — As  there  was 
DO  indication  of  disease  in  the  brain,  that  organ  was  not  examined.  The 
thoracic  viscera  perfectly  healthy,  except  being  uncommonly  pallid,  pro- 
bably the  result  of  the  loss  of  blood  during  disease.  The  liver  in  the 
same  situation.  Gall-bladder  natural ;  stomach  healthy  ;  slight  traces 
of  inflammation  on  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  ilium.  The  mucous 
and  villous  coats  of  the  lower  part  of  the  rectum  considerably  inflamed, 
yet  not  apparently  enough  to  cause  death.  The  urinary  bladder  per- 
fectly healthy. 

The  uterus  and  vagina  highly  inflamed  and  sphacelated.  The  fun- 
dus of  the  uterus  entirely  sloughed  off,  leaving  an  open  communication 
from  this  organ  into  the  abdomen.  At  least  1-3  of  this  organ  had 
sloughed  off,  and  had  probably  been  carried  away  with  the  hemorrhage, 
pving  it  the  flbrous  appearance  of  which  we  have  spoken.  Adhesion 
and  ulceration  from  the  rectum  toto  the  vagina.   This  last  lesion  accouot- 
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ed  for  the  passage  of  the  stools  per  vagina.  The  whole  or  these  organs 
were  in  a  complete  state  of  sphacelation,  and  were  probably  fast  verging 
to  that  point  when  the  perineum  was  lacerated. 

The  above  cases  ran  parallel  with  each  other,  and  terminated  alike 
fatally.  Had  the  6rst  been  examined  after  death,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
it  would  have  been  found  precisely  like  the  last.  The  hemorrhage 
commenced  from  the  bowels  in  both  cases,  yet  the  uterus  seems  to  have 
been  the  organ  primarily  diseased.  The  remedies  might  have  mitigated 
the  disease  in  the  bowels.  The  patients,  as  already  mentioned,  were 
twin  daughters,  about  15  months  old  ;  were  of  rather  delicate  constitu- 
tions, and  were  recovering  from  severe  hooping  cough,  at  the  time  of 
the  attack.  Both  had  the  same  symptoms,  and  lived  about  the  same 
length  of  time  from  the  first  attack. 

Query. — Would  astringent  or  anodyne  injections,  per  vagina,  have 
been  useful  ?  Had  the  hooping  cough  any  agency  in  producing  this 
disease  ?     Is  uterine  inflammation  frequent  in  such  young  children  ? 

Will  some  of  the' elder  members  of  the  profession  answer  these  que- 
ries through  the  medium  of  your  Journal  ?         Yours,  respectfully, 

Seekonk,  Mass.  Nov.  2,  1837.  B.  Carpenter,  M.D. 


POLYPI   IN  THE  MEATUS  AUDITORIUS  EXTERNUS. 

BT    EDWARD  J.  DAVEHFORT,  M.D.,   BOSTON. 
[ConnnaBtcated  for  the  Boaton  If  •dical  and  Bargkal  Joonwl.] 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  meatus,  like  the  mucous  surfaces  of  other 
cavities,  is  not  unfrequently  the  seat  of  polypous  excrescences.  Profess- 
ed works  on  the  diseases  of  the  ear  afford,  however,  very  meagre  and 
unsatisfactory  accounts  of  their  origin,  and  the  mode  of  treatment  to  be 
pursued  for  their  removal.  Polypi  are  referred,  by  the  best  authorities, 
to  the  occurrence  of  irritation  or  inflammation  in  the  auditory  passage  or 
in  the  chamber  of  the  tympanum,  and  are  often  found  among  the  seque- 
ls of  scarlet  fever,  measles,  be.  They  consist  chiefly  of  congeries  of 
bloodvessels,  loosely  connected  by  cellular  membrane,  and  possess  a 
very  low  degree  of  vitality.  Patients  of  a  strumous  habit,  and  those 
who  have  been  exposed  to  a  cold,  moist  atmosphere,  are  believed  to  be 
more  particularly  liable  to  these  excrescences,  as  well  as  to  other  dis- 
eases of  the  ear.  Recent  polypi  are  of  a  soft  and  spongy  consistence, 
of  a  reddish  color,  and  bleed  easily  when  injured.  When  first  present- 
ed for  examination,  they  are  always  found  surrounded  and  partly  con- 
cealed from  view  by  a  thin,  purulent  fluid,  secreted  by  the  diseased  ceru- 
minous  glands,  and  probably  by  the  surface  of  the  excrescence.  The 
above-named  glands  take  on  a  morbid  condition  from  the  constant  irrita- 
tion of  the  polypus,  which  acts  as  a  foreign  substance,  and  the  increased 
and  vitiated  secretion  is  both  a  proof  and  effect  of  their  presence.  The 
discharge  is  not  always  thin,  but  varies  in  consistence,  being  sometimes 
thicker  and  more  like  pus,  particularly  when  the  disease  is  of  |op| 
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standiDg.  It  may,  likewise,  be  foetid  and  acrimonious.*  After  a  time, 
the  tumor  will  be  found  denuded  of  its  cuticle  or  excoriated,  and  some- 
times ulcerated.  In  those  cases  in  which  a  portion  of  it  protrudes  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  meatus,  and  is  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  extremity,  being  unprotected  by  the  discharge,  becomes 
somewhat  hardened  and  of  a  whitish  color,  similar  to  the  cuticle  of  ex- 
ternal parts. 

Polypi  of  the  ear  have,  in  general,  a  narrow  neck  or  peduncle,  while 
the  body  of  the  tumor  may  nearly  fill  up  the  auditory  passage,  and 
diminish  to  a  point  externally,  sometimes  projecting  4  or  5  lines  beyond 
the  orifice  of  the  meatus.  In  many  cases,  however,  the  origin  of  the 
tumor  is  equal  in  size  or  larger  than  the  body,  and  then  the  latter  as- 
sumes a  conical  form  ;f  in  others,  there  is  more  than  one  tumor  spring- 
ing apparently  from  the  same  base.  Polypous  excrescences  may  grow 
from  the  parietes  of  the  auditory  passage,  or  from  the  surface  or  the 
edge  of  the  membrane  of  the  tympanum,  but  perhaps  their  most  fre- 
quent origin  is  from  the  lining  membrane  of  the  chamber  of  the  tym- 
panum,{  this  cavity  being  frequently  the  seat  of  abscesses  and  purulent 
collections,  after  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
membrana  tympani  is  uniformly  more  or  less  destroyed  or  perforated, 
and  Buids  injected  into  the  ear  will  often  pass  into  the  throat,  much  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  patient. 

As  to  the  progress  of  polypi,  under  ordinary  circumstances  they  are 
of  slow  growth,  and  they  may  exist  for  many  years  without  impairing 
the  general  health.  But  not  so  with  respect  to  the  sense  of  hearing, 
which  is  always  more  or  less  impaired  by  the  mechanical  obstruction  of 
the  tumor,  and  most  commonly  is  irretrievably  lost  by  the  ulceration  of 
the  su^rrounding  parts  and  the  destruction  of  the  membrana  tympani, 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  the  ossicula  auditus.  Cases,  however,  have 
been  reported  of  the  recovery  of  hearing,  upon  the  removal  of  polypi  of 
many  years'  standing.<^  In  these  instances  no  doubt  the  tumors  grew 
from  the  parietes  of  the  meatus,  and  merely  presented  mechanical  ob- 
stacles to  the  passage  of  vibrations  of  the  air  to  the  membrana  tym- 
pani, without  destroying  the  internal  mechanism  of  the  organ. 

Among  other  causes  of  nolypi,  may  be  mentioned  blows  and  falls  up- 
on the  head,  a  spiculum  or  bone  forming  a  nucleus,  the  frequent  use  of 
an  ear-pick,  causing  irritation,  tic. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  as  might  have  been  expected,  injec- 
tions into  the  ear  have  been  much  resorted  to.  These  have  consisted 
of  solutions  of  stimulating  and  escharotic  substances,  infusion  of  tobacco, 
&c.  Their  removal  has  also  been  attempted  by  repeated  applications 
of  caustic  in  a  solid  form,  by  the  knife,  by  ligature,  and,  finally,  by  ex- 
traction or  laceration.  In  children,  and  where  the  polypus  is  of  small 
size  and  recent,  a  cure  may  usually  be  efliected  by  the  frequent  applica- 
tion of  a  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc — 9ij.  to  3i.  to  one  ounce 
of  distilled  water;  or  it  may  be  slightly  touched  with  a  camel's  hair  |)en- 


*  vide  Bnchanftii's  Illaftratlont  of  Acoustic  Surgery. 

{8o«oUme«  Uiey  have  the/'«rM,  color,  and  consistence  of  a  ttrawbemr.— Vide  Baiasy  on  the  Sar. 
Vlda  StavenaoA  on  the  Ear.  $  In  one  insunce  foartaan,  and  Ia  aaotber  Mven  yaaia. 
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cil  dipped  in  the  tincture  of  the  muriate  of  iron,  once  each  day,  until 
its  removal  is  effected,  after  which  the  parts  may  be  dressed  with  weak 
citrine  ointment  on  soft  lint.  Extraction  of  the  tumor  has  the  merit  of 
being  at  once  effectual  and  |>erleciiy  safe.  It  is  most  easily  accom- 
plished with  a  pair  of  artery  forceps.  The  patient  being  placiEfd  so  that 
the  rays  of  the  sun  mW  fail  in  a  line  with  the  direction  of  the  meatus, 
and  the  external  ear  being  slightly  elevated  and  drawn  backwards,  so  as 
to  reduce  the  curvature  of  the  passage,  the  forceps  are  to  be  6rmly  ap- 
plied, as  near  as  possible  to  the  origin  of  the  polypus  ;  then  giving  the 
iustrument  a  half  turn  and  withdrawing  it  at  the  same  time,  the  tumor 
IS  displaced  and  removed.  The  hemorrhage  that  follows  the  operation 
IS  not  of  serious  consequence,  and  generally  ceases  spontaneously.  In 
one  case,  it  is  stated  that  nearly  five  ounces  of  blood  was  lost,  and  the 
patient  was  benefited  thereby.  Usually  the  quantity  is  very  much  less 
than  this.  Should  any  portion  of  the  excrescence  ren)ain,  or  a  fungous 
growth  take  place,  powdered  alum  may  be  applied  daily  ;  or  a  mixture 
of  creosote  with  almond  oil,  in  the  proportion  of  one  dmp  of  the  former 
to  six  of  the  latter,  may  be  dropped  into  the  meatus  once  or  twice  each 
day.  This  latter  remedy  has  the  farther  advantage  of  restraining 
any  purulent  discharge  that  may  continue  from  the  diseased  state  of 
the  tube. 

1  subjoin  an  account  of  two  cases  in  which  polypi  were  removed  by 
ligature.     The  first  occurred   in  a  young  wornan   18  years  of  age,  of 
delicate  health  and  pale  complexion.     Of  her  case  1  have  the  following 
notes.     Six  years  previous  to  her  application,  she  was  attacked  with 
slight  otorrhcea  in  the  right  ear,  for  which  she  could  assign  no  cause. 
During  this  period,  the  discbarge   had  never  ceased  entirely,  but  a  few 
months  since,  previous  to  the  formation  of  an  abscess  in  the  meatus,  it 
diminished  greatly  for  a  short  time.     It  has  varied  from  time  to  time  in 
amount,  quality,  and  consistence,  being  sometimes  santous  and  bloody, 
and  at  others  more  like  true  pus.  The  ear  has  not  been  generally  pain- 
ful, except  during  the  formation  of  the  abscess  mentioned  above.     Hear- 
ing, in  this  ear,  is  neariy  or  quite  extinct,  but  in  the  left  ear  it  continues 
perfect,  except  when  suffering  from  catarrh,  to  which  she  is  subject. 
Upon  examination  there  was  found,  filling  up  the  meatus,  a  polypous 
excrescence  of  a  pale  red  color,  having  its  surface  granulated  somewhat 
like  a  mulberry,  and   its  body  divided  into  two  portions,  uniting  at  the 
base  of  the  tumor  in  the  chamber  of  the  tympanum.     The  origin  of  the 
tumor  was  ascertained  by  means  of  a  small,  blunt  probe.     It  possessed 
but  little  sensibility,  but  bled  upon  the  slightest  touch,  even  upon  inject- 
ing the  passage  with  simple  water  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  co- 
Jiious  secretion  of  purulent  matter,  with  which  it  was  enveloped.     The 
ining  membrane  ol  the  meatus  was  in  a  state  of  high  inflammation,  with 
increased  sensibility   and  tenderness.     The  mother  of  this  patient  has 
been  affected  with  otorrhoBa,  more  or  less,  since  childhood,  and  her  hear- 
ing is  impaired.     The  tumor  was  removed  two  years  ago,  with  a  flexible 
silver  wire  ligature  introduced  by  a  small  eye  probe,  as  near  the  base  as 
poeeibie.     A  slight  hemorrhage  followed  the  operation,  but  ceased  spon- 
cmnaously.    OlorxboM  conlinued  for  a  tiine^  though  much  less  than  bo- 
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fore.  Hearing  was  not  improved.  At  the  end  of  five  or  six  moDlbSy 
she  returned  with  otorrhoea  somewhat  troublesome,  and  with  occasional 
pain  referred  to  the  meatus.  A  fungus,  of  a  granulated  appearance  and 
florid  color,  was  now  perceptible  near  the  edge  of  the  membrana  tym- 
pani.  Upon  touching  it  with  a  pencil  dipped  in  a  saturated  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  it  bled  freely.  Upon  the  use  of  creosote  injectionssand 
the  occasional  application  of  a  blister,  all  the  unpleasant  symptoms 
subsided. 

Two  months  since,  this  patient  had  a  slight  return  of  otorrhoea  from 
oold,  which  induced  her  to  apply,  from  the  apprehension  of  a  recurrence 
of  the  polypus.  Not  the  slightest  trace,  however,  of  this  could  be  seeo, 
and  the  otorrhoea  was  soon  checked  by  the  usual  remedies. 

The  second  case  occurred  in  the  person  of  C.  M.,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, 28  years  of  age.  In  this  patient  there  was  a  large,  firm  polypus 
in  the  left  ear,  with  destruction  of  the  membrana  tympani  and  entire 
loss  of  lieartng ;  and  in  (he  right  ear,  a  troublesome  otorrhoea  with  per- 
foration of  the  tympanum,  and  the  sense  of  hearing  very  much  impaired. 
He  had  otorrhoea  in  left  ear  since  he  was  a  child,  and  in  consequence  of 
cold  and  wet,  while  on  his  passage  to  this  country  two  years  ago,  be 
experienced  a  severe  attack  of  pain  in  head  and  ear,  attended  with  in- 
creased discharge  of  purulent  matter  from  the  meatus.  Soon  after  be 
perceived  a  polypous  excrescence  in  the  auditory  tube,  which  remained 
about  the  same  in  size  up  to  the  time  when  be  applied  for  advice. 
There  has  been  a  constant  foetid  dischai^e  from  this  ear,  occasboal 
hemorrhage,  more  or  less  pain,  and  a  buzzing  (bourdonnement)  or  roar- 
ing noise,  which  equally  affects  both  ears.  The  disease  in  the  other  ear 
be  attributes  to  a  violent  blow  on  the  right  side  of  the  head  from  a  stick 
of  wood,  when  about  16  years  of  age.  This  was  followed  by  a  dis- 
cbarge of  blood  mixed  with  pus,  and  at  the  same  time  a  diminution  of 
the  power  of  hearing.  The  dej^ree  of  hearing  varies,  however,  at  dif- 
ferent times  ;  thus  when  affected  with  catarrh,  hearing  is  more  imperfect ; 
likewise  when,  from  any  cause,  the  discharge  from  the  ear  is  materially 
diminished  in  amount,  he  does  not  bear  so  well  as  usual.  This  circum- 
stance has  been  noticed  in  other  cases  where  the  membrane  of  the  tym- 
panum and  the  chain  of  little  bones  have  been  destroyed,  and  it  is  ex- 
plained by  the  supposition  that  the  matter  acts  in  some  measure  as  a 
substitute  for  these  parts  in  conveying  the  vibrations  of  the  atmosphere 
to  the  labyrinth,  the  immediate  seat  of  the  sense  of  hearing.  In  this  ear 
the  parietes  of  the  meatus  and  the  edges  of  the  membrana  tympani  were 
much  inflamed  and  thickened — not  an  uncommon  state  in  chronic  af- 
fections of  the  ear  attended  with  purulent  discharges.  Injections  passed 
from  the  ear  into  the  throat,  and  air  could  be  forced  through  the  meatus. 
The  polypus,  which  was  somewhat  firmer  than  usual,  was  removed  by 
ligature.  No  bad  consequences  followed  the  operation  ;  but  the  bearing 
was  not  at  all  benefited,  when  the  patient  changed  bis  place  of  resi- 
dence and  was  not  again  seen. 

In  the  case  of  a  child,  6  or  8  months  after  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever, 
a  polypus  of  the  meatus  was  removed  entire,  which  presented  a  narrotr 
pedtincle,  with  a  broad  root  or  base,  by  which  it  was  attached  within  tha 
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eiiamber  of  the  tympanum.  In  another  case,  of  a  young  girl  from  the 
country,  a  polypus  existed  at  the  same  time  in  each  ear,  the  result  of 
measles  or  scarlet  fever.  This  patient  retained  a  slight  degree  of  bear- 
ing. Other  cases  have  fallen  under  my  observation,  the  particulars  of 
which  I  cannot  now  recall  to  mind. 
Ho.  4  WirUer  Street,  JVot?.  1837. 


EXTRACT  FROM  DR.  INGALLS'S    LETTER  ON  SCARLATINA. 

Observations  on  various  Remedies  in  Scarlatina, —  Fcn€«cction.— In 
the  treatment  of  scarlatina,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  detraction  of 
blood  by  the  lancet  or  leeches.  In  severe  cases  it  is  a  very  hazardous 
practice.  In  the  inflammatory  stage  of  the  disease,  the  concomitant  fe- 
ver must  be  of  a  very  high  grade  to  render  it  necessary  to  employ  these 
modes  of  depletion,  and  then  it  should  be  resorted  to  with  great  reserve 
and  at  the  very  onset  of  the  distemper,  or  not  at  all.v  In  the  whole  course 
of  my  practice  in  scarlatina,  I  have  never  employed  ^ood-letting,  either 
general  ov  local;  and  1  do  not  recollect  a  single  instance  in  which  I  have 
had  reason  to  regret  the  omission.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  my  prac- 
tice has  been  chiefly  within  the  city  of  Boston.  As  the  situation  of  a 
place,  and  of  course,  its  climate  and  soil,  the  customs  and  manners  of 
the  inhabitants,  may  have  great  influence  in  varying  the  type  of  acute 
diseases,  a  difierence  in  the  mode  of  treatment  may  not  only  be  proper, 
but  required.  ^ 

These  remarks  appertain  to  cases  of  great  hazard.  In  those  of  a 
milder  nature,  inappropriate  remedies  often  acquire  a  supposititious  repu- 
tation, because  the  constitution  is  able  to  support  their  operation,  and 
the  deteriorating  effects  of  the  disease. 

Tartras  AntimoniL^^Soou  after  I  engaged  in  practice,  scarlatina  be- 
came epidemic.  At  this  period  I  adopted  the  antiphlogistic  plan  of 
treatment,  commencing  with  a  watery  solution  of  tartrate  of  antimony, 
by  which  the  stomach  and  intestines  were  evacuated  thoroughly  ;  but 
its  tendency  to  produce  hypercatharsis,  and  thereby  exhaust  the  vital 
powers,  has  induced  me  to  abandon  its  use  ds  an  evacuant ;  but  when- 
ever its  operation  happened  to  be  gentle,  its  effect  was  productive  of 
much  advantage  by  promoting  the  secretions.  An  emetic  of  ipecacuan- 
ha is  to  be  preferred. 

Svb  Murias  Ht/drarj^ri, — I  have  employed  this  article  not  so  much 
with  the  expectation  oi  deriving  advantage  from  its  specific  action,  as  its 
being  serviceable  as  a  laxative,  alterant  and  promoter  of  the  secretions. 
But  it  was  soon  found,  when  the  sub  muriate  of  quicksilver  was  given  in 
a  glutinous  vehicle,  it  adhered  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces 
for  some  time ;  and  in  this  way  had  considerable  efficacy  as  a  topical 
remedy,  in  reducing  inflammation  of  the  throat ;  this  advantage,  how- 
ever, was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  irritation  it  induced. 

Emetico^Cathartica. — Doses  of  tartrate  of  antimony  and  sub  muriate 
of  qoickailver  in  various  proportions  have  been  administered  hi  this  dis- 
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ease,  and  it  has  been  thought  by  some  with  advantage.  The  sjmptocns 
of  acute  diseases  are  aggravated  by  the  retention  of  the  contents  of  the 
digestive  tube,  which  are  liable  to  become  acrid,  and  consequently  a 
source  of  irritation  ;  under  such  circumstances  laxatives  are  indispensa* 
ble  ;  but  drastic  cathartics  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  irritate  the  inner 
membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  depress  the  vital  powers,  and  disturb 
th\e  regular  course  of  the  exanthem. 

Laxativa, — Infusion  of  senna  sweetened  with  manna,  castor  oil,  rhu- 
barb and  calcined  magnesia  in  sufficient  doses  to  operate,  are  all  the 
medicines  of  this  description  required  :  and  will  answer  tlie  purpose  of 
keeping  the  bowels  soluble  in  more  severe  cases. 

Cinchona,  Acidum  Sulphuricum  DUuium, — During  the  two  first  epi* 
demies  that  prevailed  after  I  began  to  practice,  many  of  the  older  prac- 
titioners relied  on  the  tonic  power  of  these  remedies,  probably  with  the 
view  of  coimteracting  the  supposed  tendency  of  this  distemper  to  putre- 
faction. But  at  present,  so  far  as  the  practice  of  physicians  of  this  city 
has  coDie  under  my  cognizance,  these  medicines  are  disused. 

Anthemis  Nobilis.  ArUtolochia  Serpentaria.  Crocui  Sativus.^^A 
warm  infusion  of  these  articles  was  formerly  much  in  use ;  their  virtues, 
however,  in  scarlatina  are  not  to  be  depended  upon.  I  mention  these 
articles  because  at  the  present  time  they  may  be  considered  as  domestic 
medicines.  The  people  generally  believe  a  warm  infusion,  particularly 
of  the  two  latter,  is  essential  in  the  cure  of  eruptive  diseases. 

Sub  Tonica.— When  strengthening  medicine  is  indicated,  I  rely  on 
the  subtonic  power  of  chalk  mixture. 

Solutio  Supercarbonatis  Soda.  The  formula  is  as  follows.  R.  Su- 
percarbonaiis  sodas  3  ii)  aquae  3  viii.     M. 

To  a  teaspoonful  of  this  solution  add  a  wine  glass  of  warm  water ;  of 
this  take  a  wineglassful  every  three  hours ;  it  is  not  to  be  drank  at  once, 
but  by  the  teaspoonful  at  a  time  every  few  minutes,  and  swallowed 
slowly  till  the  whole  be  consumed.  At  the  expiration  of  every  three 
hours  the  process  is  to  be  repeated. 

Supercarbonas  Potasstt, — A  half  drachm  of  this  article  dissolved  in  a 
pint  of  balm  tea,  for  common  drink,  is  a  very  good  substhute  for  the 
dilute  solution  of  the  supercarbonate  of  soda.  Mucilaginous  and  farina* 
ceous  drinks  are  of  great  advantage  in  soothing  the  irritation  in  the  fau- 
ces, as  well  as  affording  a  suitable  diet. 

Gar^amma.— There  is  a  variety  of  gargles  recommended  which  ap- 
pear to  be  n)ore  the  result  of  caprice  than  judgment. 

Those  who  prefer  acids  may  use  the  dilute  sulphuric  acid  in  sage  tea, 
in  the  proportion  of  five  drops  of  the  acid  to  a  wineglass  of  the  tea,  to 
be  given  according  to  circumstances. 

Capnicum  Annuuun  '<  is  a  warm,  powerful  stimulant,  promoting  diges- 
tion, and  obviating  Batulency.  Its  abuse,  however,  produces  visceral 
obstructions  and  an  inflammatory  disposition  in  the  system."  ''  In  the 
West  Indies  it  has  been  employed  both  externally  and  internally  in  the 
sore  tbroac"    I  have  never  employed  it  in  scarlatina. 
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INTERMITTENT  NEURALGIiE. 

Dr.  McPb ail,  of  the  army,  has  communicated  to  the  American  Medi- 
cal Library  and  Intelligencer,  five  papers  on  the  diseases  that  prevail  in 
the  south  western  parts  of  the  United  Slates,  under  the  title  of  Medical 
Topography,  which  show  him  to  be  a  man  of  critical  observation,  a  care- 
fal  practitioner,  and  a  desirable  correspondent.  Dr.  McPbairs  obser- 
vations on  the  particular  subject  of  intermittent  neural^ise,  constituting 
the  fi(\h  article  of  the  series,  is  that  which  has  most  interested  us,  and 
this  circumstance  has  led  to  the  publication  of  the  spirit  of  it  in  this 
place.  He  represents  that  periodical  aJfectionSy  not  siridly  febi'Ue^  are 
common  in  Arkansas.  We  should  judge  that  they  were  painfully  so 
from  the  remark  that  follows. — '^  I  have  treated  cases  of  intermittent 
frontal,  facial,  digital  and  articular  neuralgia,  cephalalgia,  odontalgia, 
otalgia,  gastrnlgia,  hepatalgia  and  pneumonalgia.  This  IsHt  form  of  af- 
fection has,  I  believe,  not  yet  been  noticed  by  medical  writers."  Dr. 
McPhail  describes  this  as  so  much  resembling  inflammation  of  the 
hings,  as  to  have  deceived  the  physician,  who,  by  adopting  a  treatment 
iodicated  by  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  condition  of  those  organs,  well 
Digh  brought  on  fatal  results.  He  goes  on  to  say,  that  neuralgia,  de- 
pending upon  the  influence  of  malaria,  may  bo  easily  distinguished  from 
that  havmg  its  origin  in  morbid  alteration  of  the  brain  or  nervous  cen- 
tres, the  generation  of  tumors,  &c.  In  cases  of  tic  douloureux,  depend- 
ing upon  malaria,  the  paroxysms  are  generally  periodical — passing  ofF 
speedily.  Those,  however,  depending  on  organic  changes,  are  charac- 
terized by  an  almost  constant  pain — remitting,  or  in  fits  of  long  duration. 
In  those  instances  where  the  brain,  nervous  trunks  or  slender  filaments, 
like  the  frontal  or  facial  twigs  of  the  fifth  pair,  or  the  digital  branches  of 
the  median  or  ulnar  nerves,  have  been  the  seat  of  the  disease,  the  pain 
has  ordinarily  been  quick,  sharp  and  shooting.  When  the  liver,  spleen, 
or  stomach  were  attacked,  then  the  pain  has  been  dull,  gnawing,  or 
having  the  sensation  of  burning.  These  are  nice  distinctions,  not  to  be 
lost  sight  of  by  the  practitioner,  let  his  residence  be  where  it  may. 
Again,  when  the  organs  of  reproduction  are  the  seat,  then  the  pains  are 
lancinating.  In  the  supra-orbital  nerve,  the  true  character  of  the  affec- 
tion may  be  recognized  by  a  contraction  of  the  pupil,  in  some  individuals, 
and  in  some  which  came  under  this  gentleman's  eye,  a  sanguineous  sufiu- 
tion  of  the  conjunctiva,  with  intolerance  of  light,  and  profuse  lachryma- 
tion,  were  the  accompaniments.  If  the  infra-orbital  nerve  gives  evi- 
dence of  being  aflected,  it  is  manifested  by  muscular  twitchings  ;  the 
•ame  may  be  said  of  the  sign  of  neuralgia  in  the  facial  threads  of^tbe  in- 
ferior maxillary. 

There  is  a  necessity  for  passing  over  many  paragraphs  quite  as  inter- 
astiog,  evincing  the  writer's  powers  of  investigation.  The  treatment  is 
an  essential  appendage  to  the  foregoing  epitome  of  Dr.  McPhail's 
Tuluable  c>ommtinication.    In  those  attads  of  the  small  nerves  of  Che 
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head,  face,  and  jaws,  adverted  to,  if  there  is  no  appreciable  disturbance 
of  the  general  economy,  in  the  interim  between  the  attacks,  to  use  his 
own  expression,  he  gives  "  two  grains  of  the  sulphate,  or  a  quarter  of  a 
grain  of  the  arseniate  of  quinine,  in  pills,  every  two  hours — with  from 
six  to  twelve  grains  of  the  sulphate  or  one  grain  of  the  arseniate  at  the 
period  of  time  next  that  of  the  expected  paroxysm — always  with  the 
eftect  to  prevent  a  recurrence."  By  pursuing  this  course  till  the  terms 
of  two  or  three  paroxysms  pass  by,  a  pill  of  two  grains  of  sulphate  or 
phosphate  of  quinine  or  arseniate  of  quinine  and  piperine,  or  six  or  eight 
drops  of  Fowler's  solution,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  finishes  the  treatment. 

In  two  cases  of  hysteralgia  treated  at  Fort  Jackson,  below  New  Or*- 
leans,  on  the  Mississippi  river.  Dr.  McPhail  speaks  of  hysterical 
mania  in  its  most  frightful  form,  complicated,  in  one  instance,  with 
dysmenorrhcea. 

The  scheme  so  fully  and  perfectly  carried  out  in  writing  the  medical 
topography  of  the  region  in  which  he  is  temporarily  located,  is  very 
honorable  to  the  author,  and  it  moreover  redounds  to  the  character  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  that  talent  and 
learning,  of  so  high  an  order,  are  to  be  found  in  the  staflT.  The  appeals 
which  have  been  unremittingly  made  to  the  profession  to  study  the  char- 
acter of  diseases  where  they  reside,  the  causes  which  produce  them,  the 
modes  of  treatment,  and  the  result  on  the  public  health,  seem  to  have 
been  absolutely  forgotten.  However,  we  feel  no  less  solicitous  on  this 
account,  discouraging  as  it  may  seem,  to  persevere,  and  we  shall  con- 
tinue, therefore,  to  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  our  readers,  the 
claims  of  the  people  upon  them  to  be  active  in  the  inquiry.  How  is  it 
possible  to  obtain  pathological  facts  of  topographical  value  to  a  succeed- 
ing generation  of  physicians,  if  the  present  occupants  of  the  soil  con- 
tribute nothing  towards  the  object  ? 


Mortality  of  Medical  Men  in  India, — From  1795  to  1810,  the  number 
of  medical  men  at  Fort  William,  was  366.  Of  this  number,  33  retired 
and  71  died.  Now  before  one  of  the  medical  staflT  can  obtain  a  chief 
surgeoncy  in  the  Company's  service,  the  probability  is  that  he  will  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  50.  As  only  a  few  can  hope  to  reach  that  period, 
in  a  variable  climate,  the  chance  of  realizing  a  comfortable  income,  even 
enough  to  meet  absolutely  necessary  expenses,  is  small  indeed  :  as  a 
general  observation,  not  a  single  medical  officer  is  compensated  for 
his  labors. 


Formidable  Tumor  of  the  JVecA:.— Dr.  Mackinnon,  of  Tirhoot,  India, 
dissected  a  tumor  from  the  neck  of  a  native,  which,  when  detached  from 
the  cheek,  jaw  and  neck,  weighed  six  pounds.  Usually  the  patient  had 
supported  it  with  one  hand,  ft  had  deep  attachments,  lying  close  to  the 
parotid  gland  and  the  external  carotid.  Very  little  blood  seems  to  have 
been  lost.  Dr.  Mackinnon  *s  assistant  proved  too  chicken-hearted,  so  that 
formidable  as  the  operation  proved  to  be,  it  was  accomplished  almost 
alone.     On  examination,  he  called  it  an  adipose  sarcoma. 


Pepperell  Insane  Asylum.— Br.   Cutter's  private  asylum  for  the  re- 
ception of  lunatics,  at  Pepperell,  Ms.  which  from  having  been  a  long  time 
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in  successful  operation,  has  become  extensively  known,  is  well  sustained. 
Perhaps  there  are  now  a  greater  number  of  patients  under  Dr.  Cutter's 
charge,  than  have  been  brought  together  there  for  many  years.  His 
thorough  acquaintance  with  that  particular  class  of  unfortunate  beings, 
and  the  rural  beauties  of  the  place,  give  it  many  advantages  over  similar 
private  establishments  at  the  north.  In  making  reference  to  this,  how- 
ever, Dr.  Gordon's  retreat  (or  the  insane,  in  the  delightful  town  of  Hing« 
bam,  should  by  no  means  be  overlooked. 


Scrotal  Hypertrophy. — When  notice  was  taken  of  Dr.  Picton's  removal 
of  a  tumor  weighing  j^fi/-/ico  pounds^  at  ^^ew  Orleans,  no  one  had  much 
confidence  in  the  recovery  of  the  patient.  It  seems,  however,  by  a  com- 
munication from  that  city,  that  he  is  actually  convalescing — and  the  phy- 
sicians entertain  an  expectation  of  a  speedy  restoration  to  health.  Dr. 
McFarlan's  infirmary  has  become  quite  distinguished  by  having  this  ex- 
traordinary operation  performed  in  it.  Dr.  Picton,  who  is  appreciated  in 
this  city,  possesses  precisely  the  requisites  to  constitute  an  eminent  sur- 
geon— a  well  cultivated  mind,  a  steady  hand,  and  moral  excellence  of 
character. 

Medical  Miscellany, — A  catalogue  of  the  Castleton  Vermont  Academy 
of  Medicine  has  been  received.  The  school  seems  to  be  in  as  flourishing 
condition  as  ever.  Professor  Armsby  being  awhile  indisposed  during  the 
late  lecture  term,  the  chair  of  anatomy  was  acceptably  filled  by  Dr. 
March,  of  Albany,  an  excellent  demonstrator. — Suicides  have  been  un- 
commonly rife  of  late  in  France.  The  number  of  females  who  have  de- 
stroyed themselves,  is  truly  shocking. — Two  hundred  dollars  have  been 
presented  the  Boston  Dispensary,  by  a  charitable  society. — The  entire 
population  of  several  towns  on  the  Danube,  near  Belgrade,  has  been 
swept  away  by  the  plague. — Afler  much  delay,  our  regular  files  of  the 
India  Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Science,  have  arrived.  A  copy 
of  the  India  Review  is  in  the  editor's  care,  in  exchange  for  Professor 
Silliman's  Journal,  which  will  be  sent  to  the  nearest  agent.  Two  pack- 
ages, of  two  volumes  each,  of  surgical  works,  are  also  in  the  editor's 
keeping,  from  a  foreign  country,  addressed  to  the  Medical  Societies  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  If  any  gentleman  connected  with  these 
institutions  will  inform  us  to  whom  the  books  are  to  be  addressed,  to 
reach  their  respective  libraries,  they  will  confer  a  favor. — The  epidemic 
which  has  been  raging  at  the  river  Gambia,  Africa,  still  continues  with 
unabated  force  :  nearly  all  European  settlers  have  died. — In  the  month 
of  September  last,  the  number  of  suicides  in  Paris,  was  sixty-six.  For- 
ty-four of  these  killed  themselves  in  their  own  houses,  and  twenty-two 
being  found  in  the  river  Seine,  were  supposed  to  have  drowned  them- 
selves.— The  health  of  New  Orleans  was  manifestly  improving  at  the 
last  dates. — Dr.  Beaumont,  now  of  St.  Louis,  who  has  distinguished 
himself  by  a  work  on  Digestion,  founded  on  experiments  with  St. 
Martin  (the  roan  with  an  external  orifice  from  the  stomach),  is  making 
arrangements  to  renew  and  enlarge  these  experiments  on  the  same  indi- 
vidual.— Cholera  has  finally  shown  itself  at  Rieti,  Narni,  Terni,  and 
Yillerbo,  near  Rome.  At  Catania,  near  Messina,  up  to  Sept.  12th,  the 
number  of  deaths  ranged  from  200  to  250  a  day.  The  dead  were  actu- 
ally lying  by  the  sides  of  the  streets.  A  few  cases  only  were  developed 
at  Pisa.  At  Leghorn,  it  seems  to  have  exhausted  itself.  In  the  south 
of  France  it  is  spreading.  ^  I 
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To  CoRRESPorrDBMTs. — Dr  Fuller's  Prize  Dissertation  on  Delirium  Trement, 
will  be  commenced  shortly.    Other  favors  are  received. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Bontun,  for  the  week  ending  Not.  II,  94.    Malee,  14 — Pemaleii,  10. 

Con«iiinplton,  3— burn.  2 — croup,  1— typhuft  fever,5— iuflamniatiun  of  the  bmiu,  1— typhui  with 
hemorrhage,  i— tumor  on  the  lungs,  1— fracture  of  the  spine,  1— marasmus,  I— dropsy,  i—convul- 
sioBS,  I— apoplexy,  I— hooping  cough,  1— measles,  l—stlllbfirn,  1. 


PaOLAPSUS   UT£K[  CURED   BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  6.  HULL'S  U  r^aOABDO  vlLN  AL  dUPPORTSR  i.^  offisred  to  those  afflicted  with  Pr»Upwu» 
Utsrij  and  other  diseases  dopeuJing  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  Instrument  In 
every  vv.ty  cilcul'iie J  far  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  V\'hen  thi*  Instniuieut  Is  care- 
fully and  ,)ri)perty  ritted  to  the  form  ofihep>uient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  linmediale  Immunlly, 
from  the  disireMing  **  dr.istging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearl}  all  visceral  dis« 
phice.iiontM  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  dpplicaiiun  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patieiii  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utaro-Abdomknal  Supportara 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  ituccess  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  eiamlnation 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  lo  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgralifying  to 
slate,  that  it  has  met  ihe  Jrtcidai  a,)iiri)bitiiiii  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  hasap* 
plied  it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  hiving  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  tbvin  will  be  promptly  attended  to.    Price,  $10. 

Lows  di  Rsao,  Boston  ;  Oatio  Kimwall,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Joshua  Duaoiif,  Portland,  Nab, 
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CANCER  OF  THE  PENIS. 

FftOM  THE  "  CLXHICA  "  OF  FLACIDO  MORTAL. 

[Translated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sorglcal  Journal.] 

Although  cancer  may  arise  spoDtaneousIy  in  the  penis,  from  a  can- 
cerous diatbesis,  as  happens  in  other  organs,  yet  it  is  frequently  the 
result  of  some  other  aflfection,  counterfeited  and  degenerated  through 
the  negligence  of  the  patient,  the  abuse  of  coition,  or  by  improper 
treatment.  It  requires,  therefore,  the  closest  attention  of  the  skilful 
surgeon  to  distinguish  this  from  the  other  diseases  which  imitate  it, 
especially  the  syphilitic.  It  being  necessary,  however,  to  proceed 
promptly  to  the  extirpation  of  the  cancerous  tissue,  before  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  sanies  produces  a  general  infection,  we  must  carefully  com- 
pare the  peculiarities  of  other  ulcers  infecting  these  parts,  with  those  of 
cancer,  which,  indeed,  does  not  present  forms  so  ambiguous  but  that  it 
may  be  diagnosed  with  certainty.  As  long  as  the  disease,  either  undmr 
the  form  of  a  hard,  6ssured  swelling,  or  of  an  indurated  fungous  ulcer, 
remains  local,  and  is  limited  to  the  subjacent  cellular  textures,  the  ez« 
tirpation  of  merely  the  part  affected  is  always  successful ;  and  to  pro- 
ceed  imprudently  to  the  complete  amputation  of  the  penis,  can  avail  no 
more  than  the  partial  operation,  namely,  a  radical  cure.  But  if  the 
cancer  has  attacked  the  6brous  envelope  of  the  corpus  cavernosum, 
even  though  the  substance  be  clear,  the  amputation  of  the  entire  mem- 
ber becomes  indispensable.  The  malady  is  sometimes  reproduced  after 
this  operation.  This,  however,  only  happens  when  it  is  diffused  through 
the  whole  system,  and  has  taken  the  character  of  a  general  affection. 
Such  a  diffusion,  taking  place  through  a  cancerous  swelling  of  the  ingui- 
nal or  anal  glands,  or  by  the  extension  of  the  mischief  to  the  base  of 
the  penis,  is  always  a  powerful  reason  with  the  surgeon  against  any 
operation  whatever. 

In  general,  the  cancerous  ulcer  of  these  parts  attacks  the  old  rather 
than  the  young.  In  the  former,  the  diminished  volume  of  the  organ 
allows  the  prepuce  to  become  lengthened,  and  this  part  usually  wanting 
cleanliness,  readily  becomes  cedematous  and  ecchymosed  :  these  ecchy- 
moses,  the  dripping  of  the  urine  slowly  discharged,  and  its  acrimonious 
nature,  tend  continually  to  increase,  the  frenum  swelling,  and  complete 
phymosis  being  produced.  The  urine  and  the  want  of  cleanliness  then 
acting  with  a  constantly  increasing  effect  upon  the  gians,  or  upon  the  in- 
16 
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flamed  prepuce,  give  rise  to  an  incurable  malady,  in  the  form  of  cancer, 
called,  properly,  carcinomatous  ulcer  of  the  penis,  and  which  is  curaUe 
only  by  a  surgical  operation.  This  frequently  happens,  also,  in  those 
who  bear  a  congenital  phymosis  ;  and  in  some,  besides  the  above-men- 
tioned causes  and  venereal  mischiefs,  the  greater  sensibility  of  the  glans, 
or  of  the  iniereal  face  of  the  prepuce,  more  readily  gives  occasion  to 
cancer. 

Case  1st.  Amputatio7i  of  the  Penis, — Antonio  Arena,  having  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  puberty,  and  being  naturally  inclined  and  excessively 
addicted  to  venery,  contracted  primary  syphilis.  Instead,  however,  of 
attempting  to  rid  himself  of  the  disease,  he  nourished  it  by  coition,  and 
had  intercourse  with  infected  persons  until  some  ulcers  of  a  phagadenic 
character  made  their  appearance  upon  the  glans.  These  resisted  every 
curative  means,  and  the  tissues  of  the  penis  constantly  wasting,  it  be- 
came necessary,  as  a  last  resource,  to  make  a  partial  removal  of  the 
glans.  Being  thus  cured  of  this  serious  difficulty.  Arena  recommenced 
the  abuse  of  coition  with  more  ardor  than  before,  wholly  regardless  of 
consequences.  By  this  course  he  contracted  new  disease,  which  taking 
the  same  form  as  before,  soon  assumed  all  the  characters  of  a  carcino- 
matous affection.  Indeed,  when  I  first  saw  the  patient,  the  ulcers  upon 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  glans  were  so  deepened  and  degenerated, 
as  to  offer  altogether  this  character.  The  man,  although  by  his  natural 
conformation  of  a  strong  fibre,  yet  found  himself  emaciated  and  weak ; 
and  a  slight  fever  constantly  attacked  him  towards  nightfall,  with  wan- 
dering pains  over  his  whole  body.  These  were  signs  of  a  general  infec- 
tion, and  1  hesitated,  therefore,  at  first,  as  to  an  operation ;  but  I  con- 
fided in  the  idea  that,  though  these  ulcers  had,  by  the  influence  of  such 
causes,  degenerated  and  become  carcinomatous,  yet  it  might  happen 
nvell  to  change  the  nature  of  the  locality,  while  the  simple  venereal 
taint  predominated  in  the  whole  system.  I  was  the  more  encouraged, 
as  neither  the  glands  of  the  groin  nor  of  the  anus  were  at  all  involved. 
For  these  reasons  I  advised  the  amputation  of  a  large  part  of  the  penis, 
which  was  executed  as  follows. 

Having  arranged  the  apparatus,  and  having  placed  the  patient  hori- 
zontally upon  a  bed,  I  committed  to  an  assistant  the  root  of  the  mem- 
ber, with  a  suitable  portion  of  skin,  and,  using  a  knife  with  a  straight 
and  long  blade,  I  cut  with  one  stroke  perpendicularly  through  the  organ 
three  lines  below  the  base  of  the  glans.  Having  tied  the  two  dorsal  ar- 
teries, and  the  two  cavernosas,  I  introduced  a  catheter  of  gum  elastic  in- 
to the  bladder,  and  carried  down  the  ends  of  the  ligatures,  and  covering 
the  wound  with  lint,  I  secured  the  whole  by  a  suitable  bandaging.  The 
patient,  after  this  operation,  was  submitted  to  an  external  mercurial  treat- 
ment, by  which  he  sensibly  improved,  became  better  nourished,  the 
wound  healed,  and  the  general  morbid  phenomena  of  confirmed  lues 
entirely  disappeared. 

This  individual,  however,  being  possessed,  as  I  have  said,  by  an  irre- 

Sressible  desire  for  venery,  new  and  inevitable  misfortunes  awaited  him. 
aring  nothing  for  the  disgrace  he  incurred,  he  again  gave  himself  up  to 
the  most  abandoned  debauchery.     He  soon,  therefore,  contaminated 
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himself  with  new  and  serious  maladies,  which  after  a  time  dragged  him 
miserably  to  the  grave.  Before  this  took  place,  however,  a  partial  re- 
moval  of  the  penis  was  practised  upon  him  for  the  third  time. 

Case  52d.  A  monic,  Peter,  had  a  congenital  phymosis  which  in  adult 
age  was  little  or  no  hindrance  to  coition.  At  the  age  of  55  he  began  to 
suffer  from  a  pruriginous  herpes  upon  the  glans  and  prepuce,  which  at 
times  was  so  troublesome,  by  its  intense  itching,  as  to  prevent  sleep. 
Having  for  this  difficulty  employed  much  counsel,  and  many  remedies 
internally  and  locally,  he  went  at  last  to  a  surgeon,  who  made  an  incision 
along  the  prepuce,  in  order  to  dilate  the  aperture.  This  operation  was 
followed  after  a  time  by  a  strong  irritation  in  the  part,  and  this  disap- 
pearing, there  was  discovered  a  small  excrescence  upon  the  right  lateral 
and  lower  portion  of  the  glans.  To  get  access  to  this  it  was  necessary 
to  continue  farther  the  first  incision,  and  thus  being  exposed,  it  was  easily 
and  entirely  removed.  The  wound  which  resulted  from  this  operation, 
resisted  curative  means,  began  to  degenerate,  and  a  year  afterwards  put 
on  the  aspect  of  a  cancerous  ulcer.  The  most  diligent  treatment  was 
employed  internally,  and  escharotics  and  tonics  locally,  but  all  produced 
no  efiect ;  or  rather  the  latter  greatly  increasing  the  inflammatory  nature 
of  the  malady,  rendered  it  more  malignant  and  extended.  At  this  stage 
I  visited  the  patient.  The  cancerous  ulcer  extended  over  all  the  upper 
surface  of  the  glans  and  prepuce.  Its  margin  was  irregular  and  indu- 
rated, much  elevated,  and  from  its  pallid  and  irregular  centre  a  sanious 
and  ofiensive  matter  constantly  drained.  In  the  right  groin  there  was  a 
gland  enlarged  to  the  size  of  an  almond.  The  patient  was  somewhat 
iat,  but  of  a  feeble  and  lax  fibre.  A  continual  fever,  with  a  red  tongue 
and  burning  thirst,  complicated  the  local  malady.  A  strict  antiphlogis- 
tic treatment,  internal  and  external,  quickly  calmed  this  local  and  general 
phlogosis,  so  that  after  a  few  days  he  was  in  a  state  to  admit  of  the 
performance  of  amputation  of  the  organ.  This  was  executed,  in  my 
presence,  by  the  attending  surgeon. 

Excepting  an  obstinate  haemorrhage,  occasioned  by  the  excessive  di- 
latation of  the  bloodvessels  distributed  in  the  fibrous  tissue  of  the  cor- 
pora cavernosa,  which  was  soon  arrested  with  the  actual  cautery  and 
moderate  pressure,  the  operation  was  complicated  with  no  inconvenience, 
and  the  patient  gradually  improving,  in  less  than  a  month  the  wound 
was  entirely  healed. 

Twelve  days  after  the  cicatrization  of  the  wound,  a  slight  inflamma- 
tion manifested  itself  in  a  gland  of  the  groin,  the  skin  covering  it  became 
of  a  pale  rose  color,  and  some  twinges  of  pain  were  experienced.  In 
vain  the  patient  employed  local  antiphlogistics,  the  gland  increased  in 
volume,  and  finally  opened  at  the  lower  part,  discharging  a  small  quanti- 
ty of  sanious  and  foul  matter.  After  some  days  the  aperture  enlarged, 
and  became  an  ulcer  of.  a  cancerous  nature.  In  this  state  the  actual 
cautery  being  freely  applied  to  the  affected  part,  failed  to  produce  those 
favorable  results  which  some  have  recently  proclaimed  for  it.  At  the 
separation  of  the  eschar,  the  lesions  caused  by  the  burning  iron  reduced 
themselves  into  ulcers,  and  a  severe  inflammation  invested  the  whole 
groin.    The  wound  became,  by  the  suppuration  which  ensued,  latter 
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and  deeper,  was  covered  by  a  morbid  vegetatioOy  and  intersected  by 
large  fissures,  was  very  sensitive  to  the  contact  of  the  lint,  and  wept  a 
very  foetid  sanies.  A  continual  and  intense  fever  exhausted  the  strength 
of  the  patient  daily,  and,  tormented  by  day  with  constant  thirst,  and  by 
oight  with  wandering  pains,  he  found  no  repose.  At  this  critical  time, 
a  severe  local  and  general  antiphlogistic  treatment  rendered  his  situation 
less  painful,  and  gave  hopes  for  the  future.  Straitened  circumstances 
DOW  compelled  the  suflferer  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  hospital,  where  the 
disease  being  treated  rather  in  an  exciting  than  soothing  manner,  dis- 
played its  malignant  and  fatal  character.  The  extending  ulcer  pene- 
trated, by  a  gangrenous  process,  the  abdominal  cavity  ;  and  the  patient, 
consumed  by  fever  and  pain,  and  suffering  lesions  in  organs  so  important, 
was  forced  to  succumb. 


MUSIC  IN  SCHOOLS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jowmal. 

Sir, — As  a  Bostonian,  I  have  been  much  interested  in  the  proposed 
experiment  of  introducing  musical  instruction  into  the  public  schools,  as 
a  liberal  measure,  promising  good  results  in  several  ways.  But  as  a 
member  of  the  profession,  I  regard  it  with  interest  in  its  hygienic  rela* 
tions  to  a  numerous  class  of  the  community,  and  eventually  to  all. 

The  circumstances  under  which  children  attending  school  are,  by  the 
necessary  regulations,  unavoidably  placed  during  school  hours,  are  very 
remarkable;  and  though  they  have  often  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
physiologist,  are  still  too  much  neglected.  Here  we  have  children  kept 
K>r  a  fourth  or  fifth  part  of  the  twenty-four  hours  as  nearly  motionless, 
so  far  as  their  bodies  are  concerned,  as  the  efforts  of  the  instnicters, 
striving  against  the  impatience  of  nature  and  of  their  inclinations,  can 
make  them.  There  are  intermissions  of  this  constraint,  indeed,  which 
are  arranged  as  judiciously,  without  doubt,  as  the  present  system  will 
admit.  But  these  occasional  outlets  for  the  accumulated  energies  of  the 
body,  though  invaluable,  are  not  what  we  should  desire.  They  are  al- 
together too  short  to  answer  the  desired  end  ;  and,  again,  the  impetuous 
and  unnatural  activity  with  which  the  interval  is  filled  up,  is  as  inconsis- 
tent with  the  perfection  of  the  vital  processes,  as  the  opposite  extreme. 
The  grand  desideratum,  therefore,  if  it  be  necessary  to  continue  the 
time  of  confinement  at  school  the  same  as  now,  must  be  something  to 
relieve  the  dulness  and  oppressive  inactivity  of  school  hours  on  the  one 
hand,  and  thereby  moderate  on  the  other  hand  the  violence  of  excite- 
ment and  exertion  during  play  hours.  This  desideratum  the  introduc- 
tion of  singing  promises,  at  least  in  some  small  measure,  to  supply.  And 
the  advantages  of  even  a  small  acquisition  in  this  way,  if  it  become 
general  (and  for  this  I  have  no  fear),  will  be  incalculable.  Nor  will  the 
gain  of  healthy  exercise  and  relaxation  be  so  small  as  we  should  at  first 
view  suppose.  Under  the  circumstances  of  the  schoolroom,  the  mere 
change  of  situation  and  object  of  attention  is  something ;  but  that  the 
absolute  exercise—- the  consumption  of  nervous  and  muscular  energy  in 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


American  Crania.  S49 

even  half  an  hour  of  disciplinary  practice  in  singing,  is  ?ery  considera- 
ble, no  one  will  deny  who  is  acquainted  with  the  modern  thorough 
mode  of  teaching.  Few  kinds  of  exertion  call  into  action  so  much  mus* 
cU  at  once  as  singing ;  which  brings  into  moderate  action  (these  muscles 
being  designed  never  to  be  exhausted,  cannot  be  urged  to  violent  effi)rt) 
ail  the  principal  and  auxiliary  muscles  of  respiration.  At  the  same 
time  the  viscera  both  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  are  all  subjected  to  a 
vigorous  action  in  the  highest  degree  salutary  and  natural.  This  must 
be  a  great  relief  and  aid  to  the  vital  functions  when  embarrassed  by  tbe 
constrained  positions  of  the  schoolroom.  Again,  there^seems  nothing 
irrational  in  the  position  assumed  by  the  advocates  of  singing,  that  it  foi^ 
tifies  the  lungs,  when  not  already  morbidly  disposed,  against  disease ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  noted  increase  in  their  capaci^ 
ty,  and  the  temporary  vigor  conferred  by  it,  may  be  connected  with  a 
permanently  improved  development,  by  which  fatal  diseases  shall  be 
resisted. 

We  must  add  to  these  advantages  of  singing  in  schools,  tbe  peculiar 
manner  in  which  it  exercises  and  awakens  the  attention,  and  the  pleas- 
ant, yet  harmless  exhilaration  which  it  must  afibrd,  thus  acting  like  a 
safety  valve  upon  the  animal  spirits,  otherwise  waiting  to  explode  in  up* 
roar  and  mischief.  The  moral  effects  which  must  follow  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  proposed  plan,  from  the  union  of  voices  in  harmony  as  op- 
posed to  discord,  well  deserves  attention  ;  but  they  cannot  probably  be 
fully  appreciated  till  seen  and  felt.  The  subject  at  present  might  seem 
to  be  one  of  local  interest  only,  but  1  conceive  it  to  be  far  otherwise.  I 
conBdently  look  upon  the  experiment  here  as  a  starting  point,  from 
which  will  proceed  results  that  will  rapidly  become  as  universal  as  they 
will  be  important  in  their  bearing?.  And  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  generally  will  be  directed  to  it  as  the  germ  of 
a  more  complete  system  of  general  education,  in  the  future  develop- 
ment of  which  they  will  be  peculiarly  called  upon  to  give  their  aid. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Boston,  Nov.  10, 1837.  L.  C. 


AMERICAN   CRANIA. 

KLT  the  late  meet'mg  of  the  medical  section  of  the  British  Association,  in 
verpooi,  Dr.  Warren,  of  this  city,  made  the  following  remarks,  as 
published  from  the  notes  of  a  stenographer ;  but  they  are  not,  we  are 
informed,  exactly  reported.  Probably  a  more  precise  account  will  b^ 
published  hereafter.] 

Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  U.  S.,  was  called  on  for  his  paper  on  ^'  Some 
remarks  on  the  crania  of  the  Mound  Indians  of  the  interior  of  North 
America,  as  compared  with  the  crania  of  the  South  American  Indiana 
of  Peru."  As  a  stranger,  though  not  exactly  a  foreigner,  be  felt  it  bis 
duty,  for  tbe  very  valuable  information  be  had  received  at  the  roeetiogB 
of  that  section  of  ^he  association,  to  make  some  contribution  towards 
die  facta  which  tbe'BritisbAssoeiatioD  had  so  sedulously  coUectad.  Tkei» 
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were  some  facts  peculiar  to  that  part  of  the  world  in  wbick  be  resided 
which,  of  course,  could  not  come  within  the  cognizance  of  the  noem- 
bers  of  the  association,  and  he  would  endeavor  to  state  them ;  whether 
they  would  be  considered  important  or  not,  would  be  for  their  considera- 
tion.    A  considerable  number  of  years  ago,  he  accidentally  came  into 
possession  of  a  cranium  which  struck  him  as  an  extraordinary  one,  and 
on  examination  he  found  that  it  differed  from  the  crania  of  all  the  well- 
known  races,  and  the  individual  nations  composing  those  races.     He 
was  led  by  this  to  make  some  inquiry  into  its  history,  and  he  ascertained 
that  it  came  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  river,  far  back  in  America,  in 
^faat  was  called  the  Western  Country,  and  that  it  was  discovered  in  a 
cavern  on  the  top  of  a  high  and  almost  inaccessible  rock,  at  the  distance 
of  about  forty  or  fifty  feet  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  by  some  hunters 
pursuing  an  animal,  which  took  refuge  in  the  cave.     They  there  found 
the  scull  and  the  other  bones  of  the  body,  in  a  fine  state  of  preservation. 
The  bones  were  so  situated  that  they  might  have  been  there  for  several 
ages  without  decomposition,  the  calcareous  rock  which  formed  the  bot- 
tom of  the  cavern,  absorbing  all  moisture.     From  the  inaccessibility  of 
the  place  in  which  they  were  found,  it  was  probable  that  they  had  re- 
mained there  for  centuries.     It  was  natural  to  suppose  that  this  bead 
must  have  been  one  of  the  aboriginal  Indians  of  North  America  ;  but, 
on  examination,  he  ascertained  that  such  was  not  the  fact,  its  whole 
structure  being  different  from  the  Indian  crania.     He  suspected  that  it 
might  have  connection  with  those  races  which  had  been  discovered  to 
be  deposited  in  the  ancient  works  or  mounds  of  North  America,  and  he 
soon  obtained  heads  from  that  part  of  the  country,  and  satisfied  himself 
of  the  fact.     He  would  presently  state  the  particulars  in  which  they 
differed  from  other  heads.    They  had  frequently  heard  of  the  mounds 
in  the  interior  of  North  America.     They  were  exceedingly  curious,  and 
many  of  them  were  found  in  wilds  which  had  scarcely  been  trod  by  the 
foot  of  civilized  man,  and  were  covered  with  immense  forests.     They 
found  elevations  of  earth  which  were  quite  extraordinary,  and  would  be 
80  even  in  any  country.     These  mounds  were  covered  by  immense 
trees,  and  the  observer  was  struck  at  once  with  the  great  antiquity  which 
must  belong  to  them.    There  were  difierent  kinds  of  mounds.    There 
were  some  which  had  a  great  resemblance  to  fortifications,  regularly 
made  and  of  considerable  extent.     There  was  one  at  Circleviile  which 
was  more  than  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  which  was  surrounded  by  a 
wall  or  fortification,  about  thirty  feet  in  height,  with  regular  openings  in 
different  parts  of  it,  and  these  openings  guarded  by  interior  works,  simi* 
kr  to  those  in  fortifications  in  the  present  day.    These  mounds  were 
generally  situated  near  the  confluence  of  important  rivers ;  there  was 
one  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ohio  and  Muskingum  rivers ;  they  were  so 
situated  as  to  command  the  passage  of  the  rivers.    The  mounds  were 
perfectly  regular,  flat  on  the  summit,  and  frequently  a  sort  of  excava- 
tion on  the  lop  of  the  summit.     They  were  partly  intended  for  the  pur- 
poses of  interment,  and  partly  for  places  of  worship ;  and  probably  the 
excavation  found  on  the  summit  was  a  place  where  human  sacrifices 
were  made*    Some  of  these  works  wejre  very  similar  to  the  great  tern* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


American  Crania.  S51 

p\e  at  Cbolula,  in  South  America.  These  works  were  of  very  great 
extent,  extending  a  length  of  1000  miles,  from  the  banks  of  the  great 
lakes  in  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  61led  all  the  roost  fruitful 
parts  of  North  America.  The  heads  he  had  spoken  of  as  having  ob- 
tained were  taken  from  one  of  these  circular  mounds.  The  head  in 
question,  in  common  with  all  the  heads  taken  from  these  mounds,  dif- 
fered from  the  Indian  and  European  formation.  There  was  less  exten- 
sion of  forehead  than  in  the  European  head,  but  it  resembled  it ;  the 
elevation  of  Ibrehead  being  equal  to  the  Caucasian  race.  The  vertex 
also  was  uncommonly  elevated.  The  seat  of  the  organ  of  veneration 
seemed  to  be  very  much  developed,  and  it  was  evident  that  they  were 
a  very  religious  nation,  for  there  was  evidence  that  they  made  many 
human  sacrifices.  The  formation  of  the  scull  approached  to  the  Peru- 
vian. But  the  most  remarkable  fact  was  the  flattening  of  the  occipuij 
which  gave  the  cranium  a  peculiarly  rounded  form,  and  some  even  were 
quite  circular.  The  occiput  also  was  almost  always  more  flattened  on 
the  right  side  than  on  the  left.  Another  peculiarity  in  these  heads  was 
that  the  palatine  fossa  was  of  a  rounded  form.  The  lower  we  descended 
in  the  scale  of  races,  the  nearer  we  approached  the  animal  formation. 
They  knew  that  in  the  animal  formation  the  jaws  were  very  elongated, 
which  gave  animals  greater  perfection  in  taste  and  smell.  There  was  an 
approximation  to  the  African  race  in  a  small  degree  in  the  North  Ameri- 
can Indian  ;  but  as  we  rose  to  the  Caucasian  race  the  palate  was  shorter 
and  smaller ;  so  that  taste  and  smell  were  inferior  in  the  Caucasian  races. 
Animals  probably  had  a  power  in  discriniinating  noxious  smelU  and 
herbs,  which  we  had  not. 

After  he  had  been  in  possession  of  these  heads  for  a  number  of  years, 
he  was  anxious  to  generalize  his  remarks.  When  he  was  expecting  con- 
tributions from  the  interior  part  of  the  country — for  the  mounds  were 
situated  very  far  from  the  pan  where  he  lived — say  a  thousand  miles — 
it  was  difficult  also  to  obtain  these  bones,  as  many  of  them  were  found 
in  a  state  of  decomposition — he  found,  one  morning,  three  heads  lying 
on  his  table.  He  immediately  examined  them,  and  supposed  ihern  to 
be  sculls  of  the  Mound  Indians.  But  a  few  days  after,  the  gentlemen 
who  had  furnished  them  came  to  Boston,  and  said  to  him  that  these  were 
the  heads  of  Peruvians,  and  that  they  were  taken  from  an  island  near 
the  city  of  Lima,  a  place  renowned  amongst  Peruvians,  where  Mango 
Copac  was  said  to  have  descended  from  the  Sun  in  order  to  enlightea 
the  Peruvian  race.  He  afterwards  showed  the  sculls  to  Dr.  Spurzheim, 
and  he  said  they  were  all  precisely  of  the  same  race.  He  perceived 
that  the  organ  of  constructiveness  was  peculiarly  developed  in  all  these 
heads.  Inquiring  further  into  the  history  of  the  Peruvian  heads,  be 
focmd  three  descriptions ;  one  similar  to  the  one  he  had  been  describing, 
having  a  flattened  occiput,  temples  wide,  and  forehead  particularly  eler 
vated.  But  there  was  another  description  much  more  common,  which 
was  of  an  oblong  form,  and  very  much  resembled  an  egg  in  shape.  lo 
this,  the  occiput,  instead  of  being  compressed  and  flattened,  was  very 
prominent  indeed.  Then,  there  was  a  third  kind  of  Peruvian  head, 
which  did  not  exhibit  any  marks  of  compression.    Tb^  first  kind  w^rv 
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all  remarkably  irregular,  and  wanting  in  symmetry.  These  heads  bad 
evidently  been  artiBcially  flattened  on  the  occipital  and  frontal  part,  and 
were  well  known  to  belong  to  the  Inca  race  of  Peruvians,  as  they  were 
taken  from  the  place  where  they  were  buried  ;  and  they  also  had  some 
specimens  of  the  people  amongst  them.  {The  lecturer  here  described 
that  a  whole  family  of  the  noble  race  of  Inca  had*  been  buried  with  their 
clothes,  and  every  part  of  them  in  a  surprising  state  of  preservation, 
just  as  they  lived  before  the  Spanish  conquest.  The  tomb  in  which 
they  were  found,  was  cfrcular,  like  a  well,  lined  with  bricks,  and  near 
the  bottom  a  flat  stone  was  put  down,  supported  at  the  sides  like  a  floor, 
leaving  a  large  cavity  underneath.  The  bodies  were  then  put  into  the 
tomb  upon  this  stone,  and  loose  earth  thrown  over  them.  The  cavity 
underneath  the  tomb  drained  oflf  the  water  and  damp,  and  thus  the 
bodies  were  preserved.]  Having  traced  the  exact  similarity  between 
the  Mound  sculls  and  the  Peruvian  sculls  of  the  Inca  race,  the  conclu- 
sion was  irresistible,  that  these  two  people  had  a  similar  origin.  Now 
they  were  situated  at  a  distance  of  1000  or  1500  miles  from  each  other, 
and  the  heads  of  the  intervening  nations  were  entirely  diflerent  from 
the  one  or  the  other.  At  Grst  this  appeared  to  him  very  extraordinary. 
And  here  he  might  remark  on  the  great  importance  of  investigations  by 
anatomists  to  point  out  the  history  of  those  nations  which  tradition  did 
not  hand  down.  There  was  a  race  between  these  two  races,  and  thej 
had  heads  almost  as  flat  as  a  pancake.  [A  Peruvian  head  was  here  ex- 
hibited, which  had  been  subjected  to  artiflcial  compression,  and  which 
was  nearly  square,  being  perfectly  flat  behind,  and  nearly  so  on  the  fore- 
head.] He  must  say,  for  the  benefit  of  phrenology,  that  so  far  from 
the  intellects  of  these  flat-headed  persons  being  inferior,  the  Indians  who 
possessed  them  were  quite  equal  in  intelligence  to  others  of  the  same 
nation.  He  had  the  head  of  a  celebrated  chief,  who  had  a  roost  extra- 
ordinarily flattened  forehead,  and  he  was  known  to  have  remarkable  tal- 
ent. In  fact,  no  person  was  thought  of  any  consequence  in  that  country, 
unless  he  possessed  a  flat  head. — [A  laugh.]  They  then  legitimately 
inferred,  that  these  two  nations  were  closely  allied  to  each  other — that 
was,  the  nations  who  had  inhabited  the  mounds,  and  the  Peruvians,  be- 
cause there  was  no  resemblance  between  the  heads  of  these  nations,  and 
any  other  heads  that  were  known.  He  might  conclude,  with  just  inti- 
mating that  there  had  been  observed  to  be  a  resemblance  between  these 
two  sets  of  heads,  and  the  heads  of  the  Hindoo  race  ;  the  same  rounded 
form,  and  similar  smoothness  in  the  bones  of  the  head  and  face.  The 
conclusion  drawn  was  that  the  race  of  the  Mound  Indians  was  entirely 
dissimilar  to  the  North  American  Indians ;  and  second,  that  they  were 
entirely  similar  to  the  Peruvian  race,  which  would  lead  to  the  inference 
that  these  two  were  one  race.  The  American  Indians,  he  thought,  bad 
emanated  from  two  diflferent  sources,  one  from  the  south  part  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  the  other  from  the  North  West  Coast. 

Dr.  Warren  sat  down  amidst  very  loud  and  continued  applause. 

Dr.  Roget  here  vacated  the  chair  to  Dr.  Carson. 

Dr.  Logan  would  ask  Dr.  Warren  if  he  considered  the  Peruvian  and 
Mound  sculls  belonged  to  the  same  period  of  time  ? 
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Dr.  Warren  had  no  doubt  that  the  sculls  taken  from  the  Mounds  had 
much  greater  antiquity. 

Dr.  Logan. — They  possess  much  more  elevated  frontal  bones  than 
the  Peruvians,  and  he  should  therefore  infer  that  they  had  a  later  source. 

Dr.  Warren  said,  the  sculls  were  precisely  alike  in  form. 

Dr.  Holland  wished  to  ask  whether  the  pressure  made  on  the  heads  of 
the  flat-headed  Indians  was  entirely  lateral  ? 

Dr.  Warren  said,  the  pi-essure  on  the  frontal  bone  was  horizontal. 

Dr.  Logan  would  conceive  that  the  forehead  would  be  flattened  by 
the  same  process  as  the  occiput.  If  two  pieces  of  wood  were  tied  before 
and  behind,  the  same  pressure  must  flatten  both. 

Dr.  Warren  said  that  was  a  fair  inference,  but  such  was  not  the  fact 
He  did  not  know  how  they  managed  the  pressure. 

Mr.  Cull  asked  if  there  was  any  proof  of  pressure  ? 

Dr.  Warren  said  they  had  no  facts  or  traditions  from  the  Mound  In- 
dians, but  it  must  be  evident  to  any  anatomist,  that  these  heads  must  be 
artiGcially  compressed,  as  there  was  nothing  in  nature  like  these  irregu- 
lar compressed  heads.  He  had  seen  heads  of  South  Sea  Islanders,  which 
exhibited  a  great  degree  of  compression,  but  not  of  flattening. 

Mr.  Cull  said  it  was  stated,  that  the  Caribs  had  their  heads  flattened 
by  boards  ;  but  these  had  never  been  seen  worn. 

Professor  Evanson  begged  pardon  ;  such  had  been  seen  by  travellers. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  M'lntosh,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  then  unani- 
mously passed,  amidst  loud  applause,  to  Dr.  Warren,  for  his  very  vi^lu- 
able  communication. 


A  CASE  OF  STRABISMUS,  WITH  DOUBLE  VISION  AND  AMAUROSIS. 

BT   EDWARD  J.   DATEfrPOKT,   M.D.,   BOSTON. 
[Commanicated  for  tbo  Boiton  Medical  and  Surgtcnl  Joornal.] 

Cases  of  Strabismus,  from  their  frequency  and  the  deformity  they  occa- 
sion, are  often  presented  for  medical  advice  and  treatment.  In  nearly 
every  instance,  a  careful  examination  will  show  in  the  strabismatic  eye, 
a  deficiency  in  the  power  of  vision,  more  or  less  complete.  In  all  cases 
the  practitioner  should  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  cause  and  origin  of  the 
strabismus,  and  regulate  the  treatment  accordingly.  In  the  following 
case,  the  disease  was  recent  and  readily  yielded  to  treatment. 

Samuel  Gass,  house  servant,  thirty  years  of  age,  after  a  day  of  more 
than  usual  fatigue,  was  exposed,  while  sleeping,  to  a  current  of  cold  air 
upon  the  head  and  face.  Upon  rising  in  the  morning,  he  noticed  that 
the  sight  of  the  right  eye  was  impaired,  and  that  the  dimness  of  sight 
was  accompanied  with  double  vision. 

June  24th.  All  objects  viewed  with  the  right  eye,  appear  to  the  pa- 
tient as  if  seen  through  a  mi^t  or  smoke,  and  upon  turning  his  eyes  either 
to  the  right  or  left,  he  has  double  vision,  but  when  looking  straight  for- 
ward with  both  eyes,  or  with  either  separately,  objects  appear  single. 
Vision  of  the  left  eye  is  unimpaired.     Upon  examination,  it  was  appa*- 
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rent  that  the  antero-posterior  axis  of  each  eye  was  parallel  when  looking 
forward,  but  upon  turning  the  eyes  strongly  to  the  right,  the  right  eye 
was  unable  to  concur  in  the  motions  of  the  other  ;  for  while  the  left  eye 
turned  towards  the  inner  canthus  of  that  side,  the  right  eye  was  directed 
nearly  forward — hence  double  vision,  from  want  of  correspondence  in 
the  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  eye-ball.  To  the  same  cause  should 
be  attributed  the  strabismus,  which  it  may  be  observed  was  partial  in  de* 
gree,  and  was  merely  one  of  a  train  of  morbid  actions,  symptomatic  of 
disease  of  the  eye-ball  or  appendages. 

Upon  inquiry,  the  patient  denied  having  received  any  blow  or  other 
mechanical  injury  that  could  have  produced  any  disease  of  the  eye. 
General  health,  good.  He  was  directed  to  take  an  active  cathartic,  and 
to  have  five  or  six  leeches  applied  to  the  right  temple  daily.  Entire 
rest  for  the  eyes. 

June  28th.  Complains  of  considerable  pain  in  the  eye,  chiefly  in  the 
morning  and  towards  evening  ;  the  right  eye-ball  feels  full  and  somewhat 
firmer  than  the  left ;  there  is  likewise  tenderness  on  pressure.  The 
strabismus  remains  the  same  ;  the  iris  is  moderately  active,  and  the  pu- 
pil natural  in  form  and  size.  Apply  leeches  more  freely,  and  take  four 
grains  of  blue  pill  every  night. 

July  I.  Eye  feels  less  painful,  and  the  strabismus  has  diminished; 
vision  remains  dim.  Continue  the  blue  pill,  and  have  leeches  applied 
pro  re  nata. 

10.  Since  free  bleeding  by  leeches,  he  has  had  no  pain,  and  the  eye 
seems  to  be  gradually  rei^aining  its  natural  motions.  Leeches  to  be  ap- 
plied if  pain  returns.     Omit  the  blue  pill. 

20.  Vision  of  the  affected  eye  has  become  much  clearer.  Has  ap- 
plied leeches  once  or  twice. 

August  I.  Vision  is  perfectly  restored;  a  slight  difficulty  in  turning 
the  eye  towards  the  inner  canthus  remains,  but  will  undoubtedly  wear 
off,  as  the  muscles  of  the  eye  recover  their  full  power. 

No.  4  fVinter  Street^  Nov.  1837. 


AMPUTATIONS— NO    SYSTEM    IN  AMERICA. 

'^'To  the  Editor  of  ike  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — I  noticed  in  a  late  number  of  your  Journal  some  well-timed  sug- 
gestions upon  the  subject  of  amputation,  urging  the  necessity  of  settling 
the  question  with  regard  to  the  best  method  of  performing  that  opera- 
tion. Those  suggestions  would  apply,  with  nearly  equal  force,  to  the 
operations  for  the  radical  cure  of'  hydrocele. 

The  methods  of  performing  the  operation  of  amputation  are  almost 
as  numerous  as  the  operators  themselves.  The  well-known  fact  that 
the  operation  will  generally  succeed  when  performed  in  any  one  of  a 
great  variety  of  ways,  has  induced  surgeons  to  vary,  from  time  to  time, 
their  mode  of  operating,  and  even  to  exercise  their  ingenuity  in  making 
improvements  of  their  own.    The  preference  is  too  apt  to  be  given  to 
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that  method  which  leaves  the  parts  in  a  state  to  heal  in  the  shortest 
time,  without  dulv  appreciating  the  difference  between  a  stump  well 
cushioned  with  muscular  substance,  and  one  where  the  end  of  the  bone 
18  merely  covered  with  skin.  With  the  present  Tacilities  Tor  acquiring  a 
surgical  education,  a  young  man,  when  he  enters  the  profession,  feels 
himself  competent  to  perform  so  plain  an  operation  as  amputation.  An 
opportunity  will  at  length  present  itself;  he  then  begins  to  review  his 
authorities ;  there  he  finds,  in  bis  best  books,  such  a  strange  diversity  of 
opinions  on  the  subject,  that  he  is  constrained,  after  all,  to  make  his  own 
selection  with  regard  to  the  method  of  operating.  This  is  not  only  a 
source  of  embarrassment  to  him,  but  he  is  liable  to  combine  in  bis  opera- 
tion the  objectionable  parts  of  two  or  more  different  systems.  That 
some  one  method,  other  things  being  equal,  is  preferable  to  any  other, 
there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  as  surgeons  are  rapidly  multiplying,  it  be- 
comes the  more  necessary  that  this  question  should  be  permanently  set- 
tled. An  expert  operator  may  occasionally  deviate  from  established 
rules ;  he  may  bestride  his  hobby  and  amble  away,  as  fancy  may  dictate, 
and  this,  too,  with  comparative  safety,  for,  bolt  or  plunge,  the  rider  gen- 
erally comes  upon  bis  feet.  But  let  the  new  beginner  presume  to 
mount  the  same  hobby,  he  will  be  liable  to  turn  a  summerset  when  be 
least  expects  it.  It  is  important  for  him,  not  only  that  every  step  of 
his  operation  should  be  clearly  defined,  but  that  a  uniform  method  should 
be  established  on  such  high  authority,  as  to  leave  as  few  things  as  possi- 
ble to  the  discretion  of  the  operator. 

In  the  remarks  referred  to  in  the  Journal,  allusion  is  made  to  ampu- 
tation at  the  joints.  This  circumstance  brought  to  my  recollection  a 
case  in  which  I  was  concerned  several  years  a&;o.  I  was  called  to  am- 
putate both  the  great  toes  of  a  young  lady  in  Pembroke,  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  operation  had  been  determined  upon  before  I  saw  her,  by 
men  competent  to  decide  the  question.  It  was  desirable,  on  account  of 
distance,  to  remove  both  toes  at  the  same  time ;  but  being  aware  that 
the  operation  would  be  attended  with  pretty  severe  pain,  and  not  having 
entire  confidence  in  the  fortitude  of  the  patient,  I  made  the  first  incision 
on  one  toe,  and  left  the  operation  unfinished  till  after  the  other  toe  had 
been  removed.  This  was  done  that  both  operations  might  be  com- 
pleted at  one  sitting.  This  case  presented  a  fair  opportunity  of  testing 
the  comparative  advantages  of  operating  at  the  articulation,  or  dividing 
the  bone  with  the  saw.  I  accordingly  separated  one  toe  at  the  joint 
above  the  nail ;  the  other,  at  the  centre  of  the  phalanx  above.  I  was 
unable  to  cover  the  ends  of  the  bones  as  perfectly  as  I  could  have  wish- 
ed, but  in  this  respect  the  two  were  very  much  alike.  I  then  left  the 
patient,  and  never  saw  her  afterwards  ;  but  requested  the  attending  phy- 
sician, who  was  a  very  intelligent  practitioner,  to  carefully  note  the  pro- 
gress of  the  two  cases,  and  give  me  the  result,  which  be  afterwards  did 
in  writing.  He  informed  me  that  the  one  separated  at  the  joint  healed 
sooner  than  the  other ;  that  it  was  attended  with  much  less  pain  ;  that 
healthy  granulations  soon  covered  the  surface  of  the.  cartilage,  and  that 
the  core  progressed  without  interruption  or  trouble. 

I  have  been  thus  minute  in  ^ving  the  details  of  this  case,  not  that  it 
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was  in  itself  of  much  importance,  but  because  it  afforded  an  opportunity, 
^hich  could  very  rarely  occur,  of  trying  both  methods  of  operating  on 
the  same  subject,  on  corresponding  parts,  and  at  the  same  time ;  and 
subsequent  experience  has  induced  me  to  prefer  separating  the  small 
bones  of  the  feet  and  hands  at  the  articulation,  rather  than  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  saw,  whenever  circumstances  would  allow  me  to  make 
my  selection.  X.  X. 

BiUtrica,  Nov.,  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    NOVEMBER    22,    J837. 


MARINE  HOSPITAL,  CHELSEA. 

Last  week  there  were  seventy  patients  in  ward,  among  which  were 
four  cases  of  scurvy,  well  marked  ;  three  of  enlargement  of  the  spleen  ; 
and  one  of  perceptible  abscess  of  the  liver.  These  are  all  comparative- 
ly rare  diseases  at  the  north,  and  we  hope,  therefore,  that  the  pbyaicians 
of  the  city  found  time  to  visit  the  institution.  £very  student  at  the  col- 
leffo  should  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  Chelsea 
Hospital,  in  which  there  is  always  a  rare  exhibition  of  the  maladies  of 
all  countries  with  which  the  port  of  Boston  holds  a  maritime  intercourse. 
Dr.  Stedman,  the  surgeon,  has  invariably  expressed  a  perfect  willingness 
to  oblige  those  who  manifest  a  desire  to  profit  by  what  he  has  it  la  his 
power  to  show  them. 


Electro-Mtignetic  Power. — Mr.  Davenport,  now,  we  believe,  in  New 
York,  and  Dr.  Page,  of  Salem,  have  both  been  anticipated  in  what  are 
here  considered  discoveries,  viz.,  the  propulsion  of  machinery  by  elec- 
tro-magnetic influences.  Dr.  O^Shaughnessy,  of  Calcutta,  exhibited  at 
a  scientific  meeting,  on  the  3d  of  January  last,  a  working  model  of  his 
machine,  which  appears  to  have  been  altogether  superior  to  the  models 
shown  by  the  above-named  gentlemen,  at  the  late  fair  in  Boston.  A 
plan,  together  with  engravings,  illustrating  the  construction  of  Dr.  O* 
Shaughnessy's  surprising  invention,  may  be  seen  in  the  tenth  number  of 
the  India  Review,  conducted  by  Dr.  Corbyn,  page  460. 

Dr.  Rankin,  Officiating  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Calcutta, 
has  also  made  what  is  considered  an  important  discovery — a  method  by 
which  steamboats  may  give  notice,  tkemseheSy  when  shoals  or  any  other 
obstructions  are  in  the  way  of  the  boat.  An  account  of  this  may  be 
found  in  the  same  work. 


Boston  Eye  Infirmary. — We  notice  a  sign  in  Winter  street,  pointing  to 
this  new  establishment.  It  is  not  intended,  we  understand,  to  be  a  rival 
to  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  but  is  intended 
for  a  private  institution — ^there  being  business  for  both,  without  at  all  in- 
terfering with  each  otker.    It  was  projected  by  Dr.  Edward  J.  Deven- 
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port,  formerly  attached  to  the  other,  but  now  in  private  practice.  He  is 
a  worthy  roan,  and  a  judicious  medical  adviser.  Desiring,  above  idl 
things,  a  multiplication  of  the  means  of  contributing  to  the  relief  of  the 
blind,  no  one  at  all  interested  in  the  progress  of  medical  philanthropy 
could  object  to  the  creation  of  as  many  eye  infirmaries  as  the  community 
demand. 


Preservation  of  Animal  Bodies, — About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  Lieut. 
Col.  Bagnold  presented,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  a  piece  of 
beef  and  a  human  hand,  preserved  in  vegetable  tar,  brought  from  the 
vicinity  of  Mocha,  on  the  borders  of  the  Red  Sea.  The  article  is  manu- 
factured in  most  parts  of  Syria  and  Arabia  Felix,  by  subjecting  a  small 
tree,  growing  there,  to  a  considerable  degree  of  heat.  The  Arabs  call 
it  kairaan.  In  conversation  with  some  Bedouin  Arabs,  Col.  Bagnold 
was  led  to  suspect  that  this  was  the  identical  substance  used  in  Egypt 
for  embalming,  having,  perhaps,  camphor,  &c.  combined  with  it.  When 
the  thermometer  ranged  at  94  degrees,  in  the  month  of  July,  he  made 
experiments  with  fowls  and  legs  of  mutton,  which  were  highly  satis- 
factory,  and  all  tended  to  convince  him  of  the  antiseptic  properties  of 
the  tar. 

On  a  careful  inspection  of  several  Peruvian  bodies  recently  brought 
to  this  city,  by  Mr.  Blake,  who  opened  an  ancient  stone  vault,  from 
which  they  were  taken,  all  being  in  a  sitting  posture,  we  are  satisfied 
that  they  are  actually  mummies.  The  odor  of  tar  is  strikingly  percepti- 
ble, and  the  bones  seem  to  be  saturated  with  a  black,  adhesive  fluid. 
With  these  facts  before  us,  of  the  property  of  tar  in  Syria,  and  its  pre- 
sumable use  in  embalming  in  South  America,  perhaps  a  thousand  years 
before  the  Indians  or  Tartars  reached  this  part  of  the  continent  from  the 
north,  we  ask  our  professional  brethren  to  commence  a  series  of  experi-* 
ments  with  the  common  tar  of  the  country,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
its  antiseptic  and  preservative  powers. 


MortalUy  of  Military  Men  in  the  Bengal  Army. — In  the  last  twenty 
years,  there  have  died  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  officers 
of  the  Bengal  Army,  or  59.2  per  annum,  out  of  an  average  number  of 
1897  persons,  or  about  31.2  per  cent.  The  mean  ages  of  the  deceased 
were  as  follows — viz.,  81  colonels,  whose  mean  age  was  61  years;  97 
lieut.  colonels,  at  51  ;  78  majors,  at  40  ;  277  captains,  at  36  ;  and  651 
subalterns— the  mean  age  not  ascertained,  but  ranged  from  18  to  33. 
The  extreme  age  of  the  oldest  pilot  acting  under  orders  of  the  Marine 
Board,  has  been  only  47  years,  the  mean  age  of  all  who  have  died  in 
the  government  service,  being  44.  The  oldest  pilot  on  the  list  served 
only  30  years.        

Effects  tf  Ardent  Spirits  on  hfusoria, — At  one  of  the  scientific  parties 
given  at  Lord  Auckland's,  at  the  government  house,  Calcutta,  which  are 
exceedingly  popular,  in  January  last,  Mr.  Prinsep  and  Dr.  Weifer  ex- 
hibited the  astonishing  powers  of  the  ox-hydrogen  microscope.  Amongst 
other  exhibitions  with  that  instrument,  living  infusoris  were  seen  in  cova^ 
men  drinking  water,  contending  with,  and  destroying  each  other  with 
■lafvellons  activity.  A  little  brandy  was  introduced,  upon  which  they 
iely  &U  to  the  bottom^  unable  to  resist  its  potency. 
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Medical  Prize  Fund  in  India. — ^A  native  gentleman,  apparently  a  man 
of  great  wealth,  judging  from  his  various  acts  of  liberality,  whose  name 
is  Dwarkanauth  Tajore,  presented  in  March,  1836,  to  the  Medical  Col- 
lege established  at  Calcutta,  the  annual  sum  of  2000  rupees,  for  three 
successive  years,  to  be  distributed  in  the  form  of  prizes  to  native  stu- 
dents of  medicine.  Another  native  has  offered  the  prize  of  1000  rupees 
.  to  any  medical  gentleman  who  shall  succeed  in  extracting  stone  from  the 
bladder  without  pain  and  cutting.  The  editor  of  the  India  Medical 
Journal  remarks  that  this  is  encouragement  to  the  profession  to  improve 
in  the  present  mode  of  lithotomy,  and  to  study  animal  magnetism. 


A  Case  of  Suicide  is  related  by  Dr.  Isaac  Parrish,  in  the  November 
number  of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  which  is  re- 
markable as  having  been  committed  by  a  girl  in  her  fiAeenth  year,  ap- 
parently from  no  other  cause  than  having  recently  read  of  several  instan- 
ces of  suicide,  and  having  been  in  the  same  house  where  the  crime  was 
committed  a  few  months  previous.  It  was  proved  that  the  patient  bought 
half  an  ounce  of  arsenic  at  an  apothecary's  shop  in  the  neighborhood, 
two  days  previous  to  her  death,  and  nearly  that  amount  of  it  was  found 
in  the  stomach  after  death.  It  was  also  proved  that  she  mentioned,  in  the* 
morning,  having  read  an  account  of  suicide  by  the  same  means.  This 
case  tends  to  confirm  what  has  long  been  thought  true — that^the  great 
publicity  which  is  given,  through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers,  to  nearly 
every  case  of  suicide  that  occurs,  is  productive  of  incalculable  mischief, 
and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  continued. 


l^eaiinent  of  Paralysis, — M.  Jobert,  of  the  Hopital  St.  Loais,  Paris, 
has  lately  revived  the  treatment  of  paralysis  by  the  actual  cautery.  Sev- 
eral striking  cases  are  published,  showing  his  success  with  this  mode  of 
treatment.  In  a  case  of  complete  paralysis  of  the  arm,  the  red  hot  iron 
was  gently  drawn  from  the  superior  boundary  of  the  disease,  down  along 
the  inner  side  of  the  deltoid  muscle  as  far  as  its  insertion,  and  then  along 
the  external  margin  of  the  same  muscle,  uniting  the  two  lines  by  two  or 
three  transverse  sections.  The  surface  was  afterwards  dressed  with 
linen  steeped  in  oil,  as  a  protection  from  friction  of  the  clothes.  The 
cautery  was  not  allowed  to  penetrate  deeper  than  the  surface,  the  object 
being  merely  to  produce  a  shock  on  the  nerves  of  the  extremity.  In 
this  case  the  remedy  was  applied  five  several  times,  and  the  patient  was 
discharged,  cured,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  after  admission. 

A  new  mode  of  vesication,  as  a  remedy  in  the  same  complaint,  has 
been  practised  in  the  French  provincial  hospitals.  The  blister  is  raised, 
on  the  extremity  affected,  in  the  following  manner.  A  piece  of  brown 
paper,  of  the  size  and  shape  of  the  desired  blister,  is  moistened  with  wa- 
ter and  placed  on  the  affected  limb.  A  common  smoothing  iron,  pre- 
viously well  heated,  is  then  applied  over  the  moistened  paper,  which  pro- 
duces a  vesicated  surface  almost  instantaneously,  by  means  of  the  steam 
generated  by  the  contact  of  the  hot  iron  and  wet  paper.  This  method  is 
said  to  be  Jess  painful,  and  is  certainly  more  expeditious,  than  that  com- 
monly adopted. 

JSjconite  in  Headache. — Mr.  Radley,  of  Dover,  in  England,  has  been 
Terj  successful  in  the  use  of  the  monks-hood  (aeonitum  napelliu)  ia 
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cephalalgia.  The  form  in  which  he  has  used  it  is  the  simple  extract  made 
from  the  inspissated  juice  expressed  from  the  bruised  leaves  of  fresh 
gathered  plants,  in  the  latter  end  of  May,  just  before  the  time  of  flower- 
mg,  poured  into  shallow  vessels  of  earthen  ware,  and  allowed  to  evapo- 
rate slowly  in  the  shade  in  warm  weather.  The  following  was  his  pre- 
scription in  one  case.  R.  Ext.  aeon.  Bij. ;  powdered  liquorice  sufficient 
to  make  20  pills.  One  or  two  to  be  taken  at  night.  The  cases  of  head- 
ache in  which  he  mostly  uses  it  are  those  of  idiopathic  cephalalgia,  true 
nervous  headache,  not  dependent  on  other  causes.  Mr.  R.  justly  urges 
upon  medical  men  greater  attention  to  the  indigent  of  their  neighborhood 
and  country — a  long-neglected  department  of  the  .healing  art,  which 
ought  to  resume  its  natural  and  important  place  in  the  pursuits  of  medi- 
cal men.  ^'  When  the  qualitiesLof  vegetable  substances  are  known,  true 
it  is  that  chemistry  modifies  them,  and,  in  some  cases,  arms  them  with 
increased  powers  of  assuaging  suffering  ;  but  still,  to  obtain  the  basis  of 
our  knowledge,  we  must  rely  on  botanical  research." 


JHedicat  Miscellany. — Dr.  D.  G.  Perry  has  opened  rooms  at  Wood- 
stock, Vt.,  for  the  study  of  surgical,  pathological  and  recent  anatomy^— 
The  Western  Medical  Reformer  would  have  more  success  in  the  great 
work  it  proposes  in  medical  reformation,  if  its  pages  were  enlivened  by 
more  practical  matter,  and  of  a  better  quality,  than  usually  appears  there  ; 
and  besides,  the  articles  are  insufferably  long.  Ail  this  is  said  in  kind- 
ness, though  we  feel  no  sort  of  interest  in  the  extension  of  the  doctrines  it 
inculcates. — Dr.  Charles  6.  Putnam  hns  been  appointed  Attending  Phy- 
sician of  the  Lying-in  Hospital. — Dr.  Francis  Moran,  of  Newton,  jN.  J., 
recently  extracted  a  cent  from  the  throat  of  a  man,  after  it  had  been 
transfixed  six  days  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pharynx. — Washing  the 
bands  in  a  solution  of  alum  prevents  any  bad  effect  upon  the  health  of 
dissectors,  it  seeming  to  neutralize  the  poison  of  anatomical  subjects, 
which  is  sometimes  fatal,  when  a  small  quantity  of  matter  is  absorbed  by 
the  wound  of  a  cut  finger.  This  discovery  goes  to  the  credit  of  Dr.  Ma- 
cartney.— There  are  just  one  hundred  and  twelve  practitioners  of  medi- 
cine in  Boston,  belonging  to  the  Medical  Association  ;  besides  which, 
the  irregular  pretenders  to  physic  and  surgery  border  upon  a  legion. — A 
public  advertisement,  dated  at  the  beautiful  town  of  Brighton,  a  few 
miles  from  Boston,  says — ''  Physician  wanted,  who  will  devote  his  time 
to  the  duties  of  his  calling,  instead  of  employing  it  in  officious  interfer- 
ence with  the  avocations  of  the  citizens." — Seventy-five  students  are  in 
attendance  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College. — The  India  Journal  of 
Medical  and  Physical  Science,  published  in  Calcutta,  and  edited  by  F. 
Corbyn,  Esq.,  contains  many  articles  from  our  Journal  of  last  year. 
Among  them  we  notice  Dr.  L.  V.  BelPs  Cases  in  Pathological  Anatomy, 
Dr.  Gillespie's  Case  of  Fracture  of  the  Maxillary  Bone,  the  Review  of 
Louis  on  Bloodletting,  Dr.  HalFs  Treatment  of  Inflammation  of  the 
Lungs,  Dr.  West's  Case  of  Animal  Magnetism  (under  the  head  of  im- 
portant discovery),  beside  editorial  remarks. — The  Thomsonians  are 
nolding  a  convention  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  consisting  of  delegates  from 
most  of  the  New  England  States  and  New  York.  Thomson,  the  founder 
of  the  system,  is  also  present. 

Died, — At  Monroe,  La.,  Dr.  James  W.  Mason,  formerly  of  Cambridge. — In 
London,  Dr.  Uwins,  an  a^ed  and  respectable  practitioner,  though  for  the  last 
few  years  of  his  life  he  has  been  a  disciple  of  Hahnemann. 
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IVhole  number  af  danths  In  Boston,  Tor  the  week  ending  Nov.  18,  40.    Males,  16— Femalea,  94. 

C>)ri4ii:ii,ni  >n,  7—i.iieniiporance,  I— drowned,  1— tnrtiiininatton  of  the  brain,  l—pnlay,— apoplexy, 
I— croup,  S—mnrasniud,  I— in  Hum  mat  ion  of  tlie  intestine,  J— old  age,  3— droppy  on  the  braia,  1 — 
typhus  fever,  3— convulsions,  *i— cachexia,  I— choleia  infantum,  1— dropsy,  4 — inHamuialion  of  the 
bovrels,  I— measles,  1— scarlatina,  1— bsuiorrhage,  uterine,  1 — sudden,  1— siiiiborn,  4. 


MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF   MAINE. 

Thz  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoiu  College  will  coniiuence  ou  Monday,  the  I9th  of  Febro^iy,  189B. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Josara  Roar,  M.O.,  late  Denionstxator  of  Anatolny  in  tJie  Medical 

School  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  ubstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Jamss  M'Kjibv,  MJ>. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Parkkr  Clkavjilakd,  M.D. 
The  Anatomieal  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increaNing. 

£very  pereun,  bectiining  a  member  uf  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  aatiflftctoiy 
evidence  of  porfsessing  a  good  moral  chanicter. 
The  amount  of  fees  fur  the  lectures  ia  $31).    The  lectures  continue  three  months. 
Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  tlie  lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  CooinMac*- 
ment  of  the  College  in  September. 

Professor  M'Kisif,  who  has  been  absent  during  the  laet  year,  visiting  the  hospitalf  of  Great  Britato 
and  France,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  the  lectures. 

P.  CLEAVBLAND,  Seertiarf. 
BnuuwickfOU.  1837.  Nov.  8— eop6t 

BIEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thk  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenieat  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whinh  will  be  open  to  the  (>tudenrs  at  all  hourii.  'I  hey  wUl  kave 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquiraaMUt  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  In  IvsDIspeiisaiy 
districts,  embracing  Wards  i ,  2  and  3^  and  in  ciue*  which  vili  be  treated  at  the  room  dail^. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinatlonsrat  least  twice  a  week. 
SuOlcienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy.  . . 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Han ovep street,  or  to 
tfee  eubscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW.  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Boslea,  A%g%tt  9, 1837.  HENRY  6.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MO&IA&TV,  MJ9. 

LECTURES  ON   THE   DISEASES   OF  THE  EYE. 
Da.  John  JarFRias  will  deliver  a  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  tfea  Eye,  at 
the  Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  corner  of  Pitts  and  Green  streets,  to  commence  oa  tbe 
eighth  day  of  November.    Apply  to  DR.  JEFFRIES,  No.  9  Franklin  street,  or  at  the  Infirmary,  any 
day,atllo*clocli,  A.M.  Nov.  1>^p3t 


MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 
Thc  Bubecribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  eoorw  of  medical  inatnctloa, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachnsetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Ins:rurtlon,  by  lectures  or  ezamiDatlona,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseafies  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by     Ov.  CHxnmna, 
On  Physiology,  Pa:hoh>Ky,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Da.  Waob. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        - "      Do.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy, «      Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  lerse 
library.  Lighu  and  fuel  with-tut  any  cliarge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  AaMe- 
my  are  not  Inferior  to  any  In  the  country. 

The  fee5  are  $103— to  be  paid  in  advance.  Noeredlt  iriven,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  oomo 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Btieet,  opposite  tbe  Tremont  Hottse, 
Boeton.  WALTER  CHAN:*91NQ. 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 
FnvsiciAirs  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  qnills  charged  with  Poac  Vscerirs 
Viaui  by  return  mail,  on  addres!«ins  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  e»clo»- 
Ing  one  dollar,  postpaid^  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  SJ5. 


THE  B03TOM  MBDfCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesdiiy  fey 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklln  Street,  to  whom  all  communicetioeo 
niu!<tbe  adlre.-i:«eil,tfo«t-paid.  It  is  al.4o  published  in  Montlilv  Partn,  each  Part  contain Inr  the  ^eektv 
numhers  ofthe  preceding  month, stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Edilor.^Price  ^3  CM}e 
year  in  advance.  ^:i.50  after  three  months,  and  f4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  year.^Agenis  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  «  ' 
■aiisftotory  reference — i'oeiage  the  same  ai  for  a  Newspaper. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


THE 

« 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


VOL.  XVIL]  WEDrfESDi^T,  November  29,  1837.  [NO.  17. 


'      FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

Professor  Evakson  being  called  upon,  at  the  late  meeting  of  the 
British  Association  in  Liverpool,  for  his  paper  on  ''  A  critical  analysis 
of  the  different  methods  adopted  for  determining  the  functions  of  the 
brain/*  said  he  meant  to  conGne  himself  very  strictly  to  what  the  title 
of  his  paper  announced.  He  felt  the  necessity  of  being  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible at  that  late  period  of  the  section.  The  subject  he  had  undertaken 
was  one.qf  considerable  extent,  and  he  should  endeavor  to  curtail  that 
extent  by  conGning  himself  to  particulars.  He  should  avail  himself  of 
extemporary  speaking,  in  order  to  increased  facility  and  rapidity  in  com- 
municating his  views.  He  need  say  nothing  upon  the  difficulty  of  the 
subject :  its  mere  announcement  would  speak  for  that — to  pass  in  critical 
review  each  of  the  methods  which  had  been  at  different  times  adopted 
by  physiologists  in  endeavoring  to  solve  the  problem,  ^'  What  is  the  use 
of  the  brain  ?"  and  to  compare  each  of  these  methods,  as  he  proposed 
to  do,  according  to  two  standards — first  its  applicability  to  the  object 
proposed,  and  next  the  final  test  of  whether  it  was  partially  or  equally 
successful ;  so  that  he  need  not  say  that  he  had  a  task  of  some  difficulty 
and  importance,  and  that  the  subject  required  to  be  a  little  dilated  upon. 
The  brain  was  a  very  large  and  a  very  important  organ  of  the  body. 
The  question  was,  did  they  really  at  this  time  of  day  know  its  func- 
tions ?  He  believed,  at  least,  that  it  would  be  agreed  upon  that  they 
did  not  agree  on  its  functions.  He  could  hardly  have  brought  forward 
a  more  important  proposition  for  the  consideration  of  the  section  than  an 
analysis  of  the  functions  of  this  organ  and  the  methods  by  which  it  had 
been  attempted  to  ascertain  its  functions.  The  particular  object,  then, 
that  he  wished  to  bring  before  the  section,  was  the  analysis  of  a  few  of 
these  methods;  and  he  need  not  say  anything  to  impress  on  all  present 
the  importance .  of  the  inquiry  in  order  that  they  should  get  into  the 
right  road.  For  Lord  Bacon  had  said  that  a  cripple  in  the  right  road 
would  beat  a  racer  in  the  wrong.  (Hear.)  The  proposition  was, 
"What  are  the  uses  of  the  brain?"  There  was  this  important  viscus 
in  the  body — what  were  its  uses,  or  was  it  of  no  use  whatever  ?  This 
question  had  naturally  attracted  the  attention  of  the  most  distinguished 
physiologists.  One  of  the  first  methods  was  to  anatomise  the  brain. 
They  said,  "  We  will  dissect  it,  and  find  out  its  uses  thereby."  But 
this  was  soon  found  to  be  ineffectual.  Mere  anatomy  would  not  reveal 
its  use,  or  that  of  any  organ.    The  mere  examination  of  a  structure  will 
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not  show  the  functions  of  which  that  structure  is  capable.  (Hear.)  If 
they  wanted  any  proof  of  this  they  might  instance  the  brain.  It  was 
dissected  and  demonstrated  every  day,  and  many  hard  names  which 
served  to  puzzle  the  student  were  learned,  but  all  this  shovved  little  light 
as  to  its  functions.  The  mere  anatomy  of  the  brain  was  insufficient. 
"  Oh  but,"  said  some  pysiologists,  "  we  have  found  out  a  method  by 
which  the  question  can  be  determined  ;  we  will  not  rest  satisfied  by 
dissecting  it  in  the  dead  subject,  but  we  will  dissect  it  in  the  living." 
This  was  one  step  in  the  advance  of  inquiry.  They  certainly,  when 
they  proposed  to  cut  up  a  section  of  the  brain  and  compare  its  results 
with  others,  had  made  an  advance  ;  they  came  to  an  attempt  to  ascer- 
tain how  far  the  exercise  of  function  was  connected 'with  the  integrity 
of  particular  parts.  But  they  came  now  to  inquire,  was  this  measure 
adequate  to  the  object  proposed,  and  had  it  been  attended  with  success? 
That  method  was  unable  to  solve  the  proposition  it  pretended  to.  To 
cut  out  the  parts  of  the  brain  and  then  determine  its  functions,  implied 
that  they  knew  what  part  to  cut  out.  It  implied  also  that  they  knew 
bow  to  take  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  function,  lest  they  should 
commit  an  injury  on  surrounding  parts.  They  were  as  badly  off  as 
Shylock,  when  he  had  to  take  a  pound  of  flesh,  but  to  take  neither 
more  nor  less.  Had  it  been  satisfactory  ?  Certainly  not.  The  same 
investigators  had  differed  from  themselves  at  different  times  as  to  the  re- 
sults. The  principal  result  had  been  a  conviction  that  certain  emotions 
appertain  to  certain  parts  of  the  brain ;  it  appearing  to  be  ascertained 
on  investigation  that  an  abstraction  of  particular  parts  of  the  brain — of 
the  cerebellum,  was  attended  with  disturbance  of  peculiar  emotions. 
Injury  to  the  crura  cerebelli  was  said  to  be  attended  with  certain  rota- 
tory motions.  It  appeared  strange  enough,  that  making  wounds  in  the 
ears  of  birds  was  attended  with  disturbed  rotatory  motions.  It  was 
therefore  as  legitimate  a  conclusion,  that  a  particular  part  of  the  brain 
had  the  function  of  motion,  as  that  the  canal  of  the  ears  of  birds  had  a 
similar  function.  This  was  an  argumentum  absurdum  sufficient,  without 
going  any  farther.  But  so  far  as  this  had  gone  in  the  hands  of  another 
investigator,  Boileau,  he  seemed  to  have  established  this  fact,  that  the 
removal  of  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain  was  always  followed  by  a  loss 
of  perception.  This  seemed  to  be  so  universal  as  to  give  a  general  assent. 
And  so  far  as  this  rude  examination  went,  this  method  had  proved  the 
use  of  the  anterior  lobes.  There  were  some  facts  stated  with  respect 
to  injury  of  the  human  brain,  which  were  very  puzzling,  but  they  were 
puzzling  to  all  classes  of  philosophers.  It  would  appear  from  some  of 
them  that  man  was  different  from  animals  ;  that  he  could  afford  to  lose  a 
part  of  his  brain  and  not  miss  it — that  brain  was  of  more  necessity  to  a 
rabbit  than  to  a  man.  (A  laugh.)  This  might  be  a  consolation.  An- 
other class  of  inquirers  then  came  forward  and  said,  ^'  we  have  now  the 
best  method ;  we  will  not  depend  on  merely  dissecting  the  brain  in  the 
dead,  nor  in  cutting  it  up  in  living  subjects;  we  see  the  disadvantage  in  that, 
as  the  investigation  could  never  be  applied  to  man."  "  We,"  said  the 
pathologists,  "  will  wait  till  nature,  or  rather  disease,  does  for  us  what 
the  dissecting  anatomist  does  for  himself;  we  will  wait  till  particular 
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parts  of  the  brain  are  affected  ;  we  will  see  the  cause  of  disturbance! 
and  infer  therefrom."  No  one  could  feel  more  than  he  did  the  great 
assistance  that  had  been  derived  from  pathological  observations  of  the 
brain ;  but  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  thought  pathology  was  a  sort  of 
Alexandrian  sword,  with  which  they  were  to  cut  every  gordian  knot. 
He  would  read  to  them  some  of  the  results  which  had  followed  these 
observations.  Looking  at  the  effect  of  diseases  of  the  brain,  they 
would  find  that  investigation  had  proceeded  a  very  sniall  way  indeed. 
So  far  as  these  investigations  had  gone,  it  had  been  agreed  on  by  investi- 
gators that  the  loss  of  the  power  of  utterance  seemed  to  depend  on  the 
loss  of  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum.  Little  light  has  been  thrown  on 
the  subject.  He  would  suggest  to  different  investigators,  that  they  qualify 
themselves  to  do  more  than  they  had  done.  (Hear.)  A  great  number  of 
pathological  cases  were  brought  forward  to  prove  by  individual  cases  the 
power  of  connecting  signs  with  sense,  when  disease  existed  in  that  part 
of  the  brain  which  was  demonstrated  the  organ  of  language.  He  would 
take  the  liberty  to  inculcate  on  the  junior  part  of  his  audience,  the  ne- 
cessity of  their  making  inquiry  for  themselves.  A  gentleman  became 
possessed  of  a  case,  and  he  wrote  an  account  of  it,  either  for  or  against 
phrenology,  without  having  a  full  knowledge  of  tlie  subject.  The  pa- 
tholc^ical  method  for  determining  the  functions  of  the  brain,  was  really 
not  fully  sufficient,  and  he  passed  from  it.  A  wholly  different  investi- 
gation was  now  taken  up.  It  was  said,  *<  we  will  take  the  brain  as  it  is, 
in  its  natural  living  state,  and  institute  an  investigation,  and  compare  it, 
and  make  out  why  it  was  that  a  man  was  the  most  intelligent  anirnal  in 
the  world."  Oh,  it  was  because  he  has  the  largest  brain  in  the  world  ; 
no  animal  has  so  large  a  brain."  Now,  there  were  hvifer  brains  in  the 
world  ;  therefore  that  theory  was  overturned.  Then  it  was,  "  he  has 
not  the  largest  brain,  but  he  has  the  largest  brain  compared  with  the 
size  of  his  body."  That  was  not  the  fact.  The  wren  and  the  sparrow 
had  larger  brains  compared  to  the  size  of  their  bodies.  Then  it  was, 
"  he  has  a  larger  brain  in  comparison  with  his  spinal  marrow  than  any 
animal."  He  had  not  the  largest  brain  in  comparison  to  his  spinal  mar- 
row, so  there  was  an  end  of  that  statement.  It  was  remarkable  that 
great  names  were  attached  to  each  of  these  theories,  whilst  the  state- 
ments of  others,  deserving  respect,  had  not  been  so  well  and  properly 
treated.  One  said,  '<  1  will  compare  the  brain  to  the  face,  and  then  I 
will  make  it  out.  The  reason  that  man  is  the  head  of  the  creation  in 
his  intellectual  powers,  is,  that  man  has  the  greatest  brain  in  comparison 
to  his  face."  This  was  not  correct.  Campier's  facial  line  was  next  in- 
troduced. Accordingly,  as  the  angle,  showing  the  comparative  promi- 
nence of  the  forehead  with  the  jaws,  used  in  his  plan,  was  greater  or 
less,  the  intellect  was  to  be  greater  or  less.  This  appeared  quite  suc- 
cessful at  first.  Now,  it  appeared  so  from  an  accidental  circumstance. 
It  was  accidentally  right,  as  it  happened  to  take  in  tiie  anterior  part  of 
the  brain,  which  was  the  part  of  intellect.  But  when  investigated  it 
was  not  true  in  principle  nor  in  fact ;  for  in  the  young  child  you  have  a 
larger  anterior  brain  than  in  man.  And  again,  according  to  their 
method,  the  oaost  intelligent  negro  must  be  more  deficient  than  the  mosi 
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stupid  European,  the  angle  being  altered  as  the  jaws  or  face  pVotruded. 
All  these  methods  failed  in  being  reasonable  methods  of  inquiry  ;  and 
he  bad  shown  that  they  failed,  in  being  irreconcileable  with  matters  of 
fact.  They  took  the  whole  brain  to  be  a  single  organ,  which  it  was  not; 
and  the  measure  of  the  brain  to  be  the  measure  of  the  intellect,  which 
it  was  not.  A  man's  brain  was  Gxed.  What  mattered  it  whether  an- 
other part  of  his  body  grew  small  or  great ;  that  would  not  aher  his  in- 
tellect. If  they  changed  the  shape  of  the  bones  of  his  face,  that  would 
not  alter  his  intellect.  Yet,  according  to  these  methods,  the  alteratioD 
of  any  one  of  them  would  alter  the  man's  intellectual  powers.  These 
methods  would  seem  not  to  be  adequate  in  this  investigation  :  they  have 
been  tried  and  found  wanting.  Another  investigator  now  appeared  in 
the  field  ;  a  man  possessed  of  the  power  of  original  thought — of  the 
power  of  observing  nature  with  the  greatest  accuracy — and  he  particu- 
larly mentioned  this,  because  he  was  represented  in  an  opposite  light — 
as  a  physiologist  coming  out  with  so  perfect  a  theory  that  its  very  per- 
fection was  an  argument  against  it — Dr.  Gall  (loud  applause),  proceeded 
to  investigate  the  brain  and  put  his  facts  together ;  and  he  put  down  no- 
thing but  what  he  believed  to  be  a  fact ;  and  to  this  day  Dr.  Gall's  own 
system  was  infinitely  behind  hand  with  all  others  as  to  fact.  He  bad 
given  in  his  adhesion  to  the  power  of  the  organs  being  determined,  more 
than  any  other  person,  showing  the  slowness  with  which  he  gave  in  his 
verdict  to  what  was  not  fully  settled.  He  looked  on  the  brain  as  a  plu- 
rality of  organs  ;  and  his  method  was  not  to  compare  it  with  anything 
else,  or  any  other  brain,  but  to  compare  one  part  of  it  with  another. 
This  had  been  ridiculed ;  but  what  there  was  ridiculous  in  it,  be  could 
not  discover.  The  result  of  his  observations  was,  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  where  the  anterior  part  of  the  brain  predominated, 
the  intellect  held  sway  ;  where  the  superior  pan  predominated,  the 
moral  powers  were  more  exalted  ;  and  where  the  posterior  and  inferior, 
the  animal  propensities.  If  they  came  to  look  into  this  rationally,  what 
more  rational  than  tiiis,  that  the  brain,  the  organ  of  the  mind,  and  the 
organ  of  the  feelings,  as  one  part  of  it  predominated,  so  in  that  the  func- 
tion predominated.  If  the  anterior  lobes  preponderated  and  it  be  sup- 
posed to  be  the  part  of  intellect,  so  would  the  intellectual  part  prepon- 
derate. They  might  be  here  met  by  an  opinion  which  was  very  gener- 
ally adopted,  thit  the  feelings  and  sentiments  did  not  belong  to  the  brain. 
They  all  knew  that  the  sympathetic  aflfections  between  the  brain  and 
other  parts  of  the  body  were  very  remarkable  ;  and  that  certain  feelings 
or  passions  were  accompanied  with  sensations  in  different  parts  of  the 
body,  from  which  it  had  been  inferred  that  the  passion  lived  in  the 
place  where  it  was  felt — as,  for  instance,  some  of  the  finer  feelings  in  the 
heart,  and  some  of  the  less  amiable  in  the  liver.  The  same  reason,  if 
this  were  well  founded,  should  make  them  place  grief  in  the  lachrymal 
glands^  because  they  shed  tears.  Or,  if  the  feeling  of  fear  produced 
the  result  which  a  friend  of  his,  who  had  been  in  the  army,  said  it  did 
— that  he  could  generally  tell  from  his  nose  where  the  young  recruits 
lay  in  the  line  of  battle  in  the  morning — they  should  place  it  in  the  ex- 
crement.    (Loud  laughter.)     Such  an  idea  was  an  ai>3urd  t>ne.     The 
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system  that  Gall  bnd  pursued  in  his  investigations,  he  had  endeavored 
to  show  was  a  rational  system.  He  did  nol  fall  inio  the  error  of  calling 
the  brain  a  single  organ,  or  comparing  it  wit*h  other  brains  with  which  it 
had  nothing  to  do  ;  but  he  compared  one  part  of  the  same  brain  with 
other  parts,  and  by  observing  the  difference  in  the  shapes  of  heads  and 
the  diflference  in  individuals,  he  was  able  to  come  to  a  conclusion.  Ma- 
ny objected  that  size  was  a  measure  of  power.  Phrenologists  did  not 
say  that  mere  size  was  a  criterion  of  power.  If  they  came  to  compare 
the  heads  of  different  individuals,  they  would  Gnd  that  such  was  not  the 
case.  His  system  was  equally  tested  by  comparison  with  the  same 
head,  and  with  the  same  part  of  another.  Now  the  only  question  re- 
specting this  science  was,  was  it  true,  or  was  it  not  ?  As  to  the  question 
that  injurious  result  arose  from  such  opinions,  he  thought  it  was  not 
worthy  of  physiological  investigation.  It  was  a  great  oversight  not  to 
recollect  that  the  works  of  nature  were  the  works  of  the  Creator;  and 
that  every  fact  ascertained  in  nature  was  really  but  a  line  written  by 
the  Lord  in  his  own  book.  (Hear.)  To  determine,  then,  whether 
these  facts  be  true  or  not,  there  were  two  orders  of  testimony*— the  tes- 
timony of  others  and  of  ourselves.  The  testimony  of  others,  of  scien- 
tific authors,  was  long  against  this  science ;  but  so  far  from  that  being  the 
case  now,  it  was  extraordinary  the  number  of  scientific  men  that  had 
given  in  to  these  opinions — of  meh  who  had  attained  a  certain  age,  and 
yet  received  a  new  science.  He  would  say,  if  one  distinguished  man, 
and  that  man  before  an  opponent,  came  round  to  an  adhesion  to  the 
theory,  it  overcame  the  opposition  of  one  hundred  other  men  who  had 
not  investigated  it,  and  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  would  know  nothing 
about  it.  He  would  appeal  to  the  junior  part  of  the  audience,  to  think 
and  examine  for  themselves.  When  they  came  to  think  of  and  exam- 
ine into  this  science,  he  would  venture  to  say,  they  would  find  in  it 
some  of  the  most  physiological  truths  of  any  which  had  yet  been  pre- 
sented to  their  notice.  But  they  must  go  to  the  trouble  of  studying 
and  inquiring  into  the  subject.  He  should  conclude,  by  a  reference 
simply  to  the  character  of  the  opposition  which  had  been  oflfered  to 
phrenology,  and  the  character  of  the  actual  evidence  in  its  favor.  A 
man  undertook  to  speak  or  write  against  phrenology  ;  put  a  sen II  into 
that  man's  hand,  and  ask  him  to  point  out  the  phrenological  characters 
and  name  them  ;  ask  an  opponent  to  do  this,  and  they  would  not  find  a 
single  opponent  who  could  point  out  six  organs  in  the  head.  He  un- 
dertook to  decide  that  a  thing  was  wrong,  without  knowing  what  it  was 
that  was  wrong.  (Hear.)  When  a  gentleman  gave  him  proof  that  he 
really  knew  the  subject,  he  should  listen  to  him  with  great  deference, 
but  not  otherwise.  Again,  on  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  and  he  would 
conclude.  Cases  were  recorded  against  this  science  of  individual  fail- 
ure by  persons  of  incompetent  skill  to  deride.  He  contencied  that  the 
affirmative  evidence  outweighed,  one  thousand  times,  the  evidence  of 
their  opponents. 

Dr.  Simms  considered  that  pathology  had  thrown  considerable  light  on 
this  subject.  It  had  been  found  that  the  brain  decreased  in  weight  after 
forty  or  fifty  years  of  age^  when  man  was  in  bis  best  estate. 
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Dr.  M'Intosh  said  that  Professor  EvaDSon  bad  not  alluded  to  insanity, 
which  was  the  stronghold  of  phrenology.  Many  phrenologists  pretended 
to  deterniine  character  who  were  not  qualified  to  do  so.  He  related 
several  instances  where  the  phrenological  knowledge  of  Mr.  Combei 
of  Edinburgh,  had  been  most  satisfactorily  put  to  the  test. 

Mr.  Milnes,  a  non-medical  member,  said,  if  there  was  any  objection 
against  phrenology  more  striking  than  another,  it  was  the  very  little  pro- 
gress that  had  been  made  in  it  since  the  time  of  Dr.  Gall. 

Dr.  M'Intosh  said  that  was  not  correct. 

A  member,  whose  name  we  did  not  learn,  said  be  had  had  a  cast  of 
his  head  taken,  and  had  submitted  it  to  Mr.  Combe,  but  he  had  de- 
clined to  give  an  opinion  upon  it.  He  had  it  afterwards  submitted  to 
two  other  eminent  phrenologists,  and  they  differed  very  considerably 
about  it,  and  also  from  the  truth,  so  far  as  he  knew  himself  and  the  ac- 
tions of  his  life. 

Dr.  Cull  said,  a  good  phrenologist  could  ascertain  character  from  the 
brain  as  well  as  from  the  scull,  and  produced  a  cast  of  the  brain  of 
Greenacre,  the  murderer,  whose  character  had  been  shown  from  it. 

Dr.  Macartney  said  he  had  been  a  phrenologist,  and  a  pupil  of  Spurz- 
heim,  and  took  his  education  from  the  fountain  head ;  but  experience 
bad  led  him  to  change  his  opinions.  Therefore  the  argument  that  peo- 
ple came  round  to  phrenology  was  met  by  people  going  away  from  it. 
That  part  of  the  brain  most  intimate  in  its  structure  was  entirely  over- 
looked by  phrenologists.  They  could  never  find  that  out.  Phrenolo- 
gists overlooked  entirely  what  was  the  real  structure  of  an  organ — the 
internal  structure  of  the  brain.  They  might  as  well  examine  an  orange 
and  say,  fiom  its  appearance,  without  culling  into  it,  whether  it  was  a 
fruit  fit  to  eat.  He  had  known  an  instance  where  a  pitchfork  had  been 
driven  into  the  eye  of  a  man,  and  had  pierced  the  brain,  and  fixed  itself 
so  firmly  in  the  scull  at  the  top  of  the  head,  that  it  was  obliged  to  be 
banmiered  out  from  the  opposite  bone,  and  the  man's  mental  functions 
were  never  disturbed  at  all  by  it,  and  he  recovered  and  lived  for  some 
time. 

Dr.  M'Intosh.— What  did  he  die  of? 

Dr.  Macartney. — He  died  of  dysenteryy  seven  years  afterwards. 
(Much  laughter.)  He  had  already  seen,  in  the  internal  structure  of  the 
brain,  by  dissecting,  a  great  many  varieties  connected  with  character. 
Professor  Evanson  said  the  brain  was  not  an  organ,  but  that  there  were 
a  great  many.  How  did  he  get  over  this  fact,  that  the  filaments  of  the 
brain  were  so  intimately  connected  with  each  other,  that  no  traces  of 
any  division  could  be  found.  He  therefore  could  not  conceive  how  any- 
thing could  go  into  one  organ  which  was  not  taken  cognizance  of  by 
the  whole  brain. 

Dr.  Carson  here,  as  president,  abruptly  put  an  end  to  the  discussion, 
by  saying  the  time  would  not  afford  it,  in  order  to  get  through  the  other 
papers. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  given  to  Professor  Evanson,  and  the  dis- 
cussion closed. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


(367) 

[As  an  appendix  to  the  preceding  debate,  ^ve  insert  the  following  com- 
munication, which  has  been  banded  us  by  our  correspondent,  Dr.  Has- 
kell, of  South  Boston,  whose  views  we  recommend  to  the  attention  of 
the  readers  of  the  Journal.] 

FORMATION  OF  THE  BRAIN,  HEART,  Ac. 

,  The  investigations  that  have  been  carried  on  in  comparative  and  phi- 
losophical anatomy,  particularly  the  latter,  seem  to  converge  towards 
the  establishment  of  one  principle  ;  and  that  is,  that  there  is  a  slow  but 
continuous  evolution  of  structure  and  function,  from  the  lowest  form  of 
organized  matter  to  the  highest ;  that  in  the  polypus  we  have  the  sim- 
plest type  of  animal  life,  in  man  the  most  complex.  The  former  is  but 
a  mass  of  matter  endowed  with  mobility,  expanding  with  an  inherent 
force,  and  by  the  combination  of  its  activity  and  the  impression  of  ex- 
ternal agents,  continuing  through  successive  ages,  it  is  made  to  exhibit 
all  the  changes  wrought  among  animated  beings.  If  it  be  supposed  that 
this  inherent  force  is  a  dense,  elastic  fluid,  which  organizes,  agitates  and 
expands  the  particles  of  bodies  through  which  it  moves,  we  might 
naturally  look  for  the  exhibition  of  the  properties  of  such  a  fluid  in  the 
permanent  forms,  as  well  as  functions,  which  thes^e  bodies  assume. 

1.  If,  for  instance,  the  phenomena  of  light  depend  on  the  motions  of 
a  fluid  similar  to  it,  we  might  expect  a  class  of  appearances  to  corres- 
pond with  the  properties  of  light,  as  radiation,  color,  &c. 

2.  If,  again,  electricity,  galvanism,  &c.,  are  effects  of  the  motions  of 
this  fluid,  the  laws  which  are  said  to  govern  these  agents  should  be  illus- 
trated by  all  beings  which  have  life. 

3.  A  third  class  of  appearances  would  represent  the  motions  that 
take  place  when  two  elastic  fluids,  in  motion,  interfere  or  strike  against 
each  other — as  the  undulations  of  the  sea  produced  by  winds,  vortexes^ 
whirlpools,  and  whirlwinds,  the  common  characteristic  of  all  which,  is  a 
circular  motion  communicated  by  the  impulse. 

4.  A  fourth  class  of  phenomena  would  correspond  with  that  pressure 
of  fluids  which  is  exerted  against  the  parietes  of  the  cavities  that  con- 
tain them,  as  the  pressure  of  air  against  the  internal  surface  of  a  soap 
bubble  or  bladder  when  blown  into  it,  which  is  opposed  to  two  pressures 
from  without,  viz.,  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  elasticity  of 
the  tissue  which  it  is  expanding. 

Now  phenomena,  belonging  to  one  or  more  of  these  four  classes,  ex- 
hibit themselves  abundantly  in  everything  that  has  life,  and  in  every  or- 
gan and  tissue  where  variety  of  structure  is  cognizable  to  the  senses. 

1.  Radiation  is  shown  in  arborization;  in  the  divergence  of  the 
petals  of  flowers ;  in  the  radiated  fibres  of  wood  ;  in  umbels,  corymbs, 
&c. ;  in  the  net  work  of  leaves  ;  in  their  frequent  arrangement  in  whorls; 
in  the  formation  of  the  flat  bones ;  in  the  extensive  class  of  animals, 
called,  from  this  circumstance,  "  Radiatae  ;"  in  the  distribution  of  blood- 
vessels, the  veins  representing  the  converging,  the  arteries  the  diverging 
rays,  the  heart  the  focus ;  in  the  bronchial  ramiflcations,  and  those  of 
secretory  tubes,  the  intermingling  of  several  of  these  arborizations  con- 
stituting secretory  glands. 
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2.  The  tendency  of  fluids  to  move  in  a  spiral  direction,  like  the  elec- 
tric fluid,  exhibits  itself  in  the  spiral  vessels  which  carry  the  sap  in 
plants ;  in  vines,  and  their  tendrils  ;  in  the  arrangement  of  leaves  and 
their  foot-stalks,  in  many  plants ;  in  the  arrangement  of  the  vessels  of 
the  umbilical  chord  ;  in  the  spiral  turns  of  the  sudoriferous  ducts,  lately 
discovered  ;  in  the  peristaltic  motions,  as  manifested  by  the  arrangement 
of  the  valvulae  conxiiventes — some  animals,  as  one  species  of  shark,  hav- 
ing a  spiral  lamen  passing  the  whole  length  of  the  intestines ;  in  the 
biliary  ducts ;  and  most  strikingly  in  the  fact  that  two  currents  have 
been  discovered  flowing  in  opposite  directions,  and  contiguous  to  each 
other,  each  describing  a  helix,*  within  the  same  cylindrical  vessel. 

3.  The  tendency  to  a  curvilinear  motion  is  manifested  in  the  spheri- 
cal form  of  cellules  and  closed  sacs  ;  in  fruits  ;  in  the  rounded  forms  of 
the  prominent  parts  of  bodies,  and  of  internal  organs ;  in  cylindrical 
tubes,  chords  and  bones;  in  all  the  univalve  and  bivalve  shells;  in  the 
growth  of  hair,  horns,  the  bills  of  birds,  and  the  scales  of  fishes. 

4.  The  pressure  is  exemplified  in  the  growth  of  all  animals  and  vege- 
tables. This  fluid,  constantly  accumulating  within,  has  a  tendency  to 
difl!use  itself  equally  in  all  directions.  This  effort  at  diffusion  occasions 
the  expansion  of  all  bodies  and  organs  of  bodies,  from  the  centre  to  the 
circumference.  One  effect  of  this  pressure  is  exhibited,  in  a  striking 
manner,  in  the  growth  of  the  brain. .  Another  in  the  formation  of  valves 
and  membranes,  when  currents,  originally  united,  are  made  to  assume 
opposite  directions,  and  the  disappearance  of  membranes,  when  cur- 
rents move  in  the  same  direction.  It  is  to  the  operation  of  this  cause 
that  the  vessels  on  the  chorion  of  the  fcetus  gradually  unite,  until  they 
form  the  placenta  and  umbilical  cord ;  that  the  blood-vessels,  coming 
from  the  gills  of  fishes,  unite  in  a  single  tube  before  they  pass  to  the 
surface.  But  the  clearest  manner  in  which  it  is  shown,  is  in  the  closure 
of  the  foramen  ovale  in  the  heart,  and  the  formation  of  the  membrana 
tympani ;  and  as  this  connection,  together  with  the  agency  of  this  fluid 
in  evolving  the  brain,  can  be  pointed  out  with  briefness  and  precision,  I 
shall  devote  a  short  space  to  their  illustration,  as  the  chief  object  of  this 
communication.  * 

The  foramen  ovale  in  the  heart  of  the  foetus  is  closed  by  a  membrane, 
as  soon  as  the  blood  is  attracted  to  the  lungs,  in  the  first  efforts  of  res- 
piration. The  pressure  of  this  fluid  in  the  parietes  of  the  heart,  in  the 
same  plane  with  the  foramen  ovale,  continuing,  while  the  counteracting 
pressure  of  that  contained  within  the  blood,  passing  from  one  auricle  to 
the  other,  is  taken  away,  the  fluid  would  of  course  move  forward  in  that 
plane,  and  by  attracting  the  tissue  of  the  heart  with  it,  would  form  a 
membrane  closing  the  foramen. 

The  membrane  of  the  tympanum  is  placed  at  the  plane  of  junction 
of  the  current  of  air  passing  in  and  out  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum, 
by  the  Eustachian  tube,  and  that  passing  into  the  concha ;  the  air  would 
not,  therefore,  move  backwards  and  forwards  through  this  plane,  and 
perpendicularly  to  it,  so  as  to  interfere  with  a  current  of  fluid  converging 
from  the  circumference  to  the  centre,  as  it  does  through  every  other 


•  Sogot's  Bridcewator  Tieatiae,  Vol.  Sd,  |M«»  170. 
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plane  that  may  be  imagined  in  these  cavities.  In  like  manner  the  mem* 
branes  over  the  foramen  ovale  and  rotundum  of  the  ear,  the  valves  of 
the  heart,  arteries  and  veins,  as  well  as  the  ductus  arteriosus  and  venosus, 
may  be  traced  to  their  origin. 

The  polypus  presents,  in  its  tissue,  the  analogue  of  every  superior 
animal  io  its  enibryolic  state.  It  moreover  corresponds  to  the  condition 
of  the  tissue  in  which  every  important  organ  is  formed.  If  it  is  consid« 
ered  as  a  single  animal,  inhabiting  the  bed  of  coral  which  it  forms,  instead 
of  a  number,  an  opinion  which  is  now  gaining  ground,  the  pieces  of 
coral  will  be  tl)e  cast  or  mould  of  the  mass  of  animal  matter  contained 
within  it ;  and  since  it  is  homogeneous  in  texture,  with  the  principle  of 
life  difiused  equally  through  all  its  parts,  there  will  be  every  reason  to 
believe  that  where  ii  exhibits  resemblances  to  any  bodily  organ,  these 
resemblances  are  owing  to  the  action  of  the  same  law  of  development* 
Now  in  that  species  of  coral  which  is  called  brain  coral,  we  have  a  com- 
plete  representation  of  the  convolutions  of  the  cerebrum.  In  the 
branching  coral,  we  have  also  the  image  of  the  arbor  vitas  of  the  cere- 
bellum. Again,  in  that  variety  which  is  called  ruffle  coral,  we  have  an 
example  of  an  arrest  of  development,  constituting  a  primary  stage  of 
that  which,  in  its  more  perfect  state,  is  the  brain  coral.  The  growth  of 
coral,  in  this  way,  is  easily  explained.  Supposing  the  base  of  its  forma- 
tion to  be  a  horizontal  straight  line,  covered  with  polypous  matter,  from 
the  base  to  the  circumference  of  the  polypus,  the  fluid  is  moving  and 
diverging  in  all  directions,  but  is  more  especially  attracted  upwards.  It 
'would  6rst  dispose  the  organic  molecules  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  a 
fan ;  the  upper  edges  of  the  fan  would  then  begin  to  undulate,  and 
these  undulations  increasing  from  the  central  plane,  would  soon  be 
thrown  in  plaited  folds  like  the  mesentery.  As  the  fluid  passes  off  more 
readily  from  the  upper  edges  than  the  sides,  the  plaits  would  approach 
each  other,  until  they  unite  and  present  an  appearance  precisely  like 
that  of  the  convolutions  of  the  brain,  and  which  would  afford  the  great- 
est number  of  points  possible  on  a  convex  surface  for  this  fluid  to  di- 
verge without  interference.  Should  the  diverging  force  be  so  great  as  to 
overcome  the  power  of  cohesion,  the  plaits  would  split  and  form  branch- 
es, corresponding  to  the  cerebellum.  These  branches  are  flattened,  and 
the  lainina  thin  in  the  cerebellum,  from  the  joint  action  of  the  fluid  in 
the  cerebrum  above  and  the  body  below.  That  the  formation  of  the 
brain  and  intestinal  tube  takes  place  by  the  operation  of  the  same  force, 
somewhat  modified  in  each,  reason  and  analogy  afford  little  room  to 
doubt. 

By  bearing  in  mind  that  the  plaits  or  folds  are  not  so  much  the  effect 
of  an  actual  bending  of  the  tissue  once  formed,  as  of  the  successive 
accretion  of  molecules  added  in  the  lines  of  divergence  of  the  fluids  in. 
the  polypus  and  in  the  brain,  we  hai'e  only  to  conceive  of  a  stratum  of 
blood  in  constant  apposition  with  the  periphery  of  the  brain,  out  of 
which  the  nervous  molecules  are  elaborated  and  deposited,  and  the 
anatomy  of  tbe  convolutions  is  at  once  perfectly  understood. 

But  there  is  one  powerful  objection  to  so  simple  a  view  of  tbe  forma- 
tion of  tbe  cerebrum  and  cerebellum.     All  wise  men  have  proceeded 
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on  the  supposition  that  the  brain  was  a  very  complex  organ  ;  that  na* 
ture  could  not  accomplish  so  much  with  it  as  she  does,  by  a  means  so 
simple.  Too  many  hard  names  have  been  given  to  the  little  irregulari- 
ties and  bulgings  occasioned  by  the  meeting  of  opposing  currents  of  this 
fluid.  Too  many  volumes  have  been  published,  too  many  vivisections 
have  been  made,  too  many  patliological  observations,  thus  to  be  lightly 
thrown  away.  The  sublime  science  of  Phrenoloc^y  will  be  undone. 
Her  six  times  six  cerebral  organs  will  nielt  away  before  the  eye  of  im* 
agination,  as  they  have  always  done  before  the  eye  of  the  dissector. 
The  corpus  callosum  will  be  callous  to  such  reasoning.  The  lyra,  in  the 
hand  of  some  modern  Orpheus,  will  play  a  tune  beneath  the  roof  of 
the  ventricles,  that  will  wake  the  slumbers  of  the  thalami ;  and  the 
pedes  hippocampi  will  dance  to  the  music  thereof.  The  cornu  ammo- 
nis  will  out  and  rebut  such  innovations.  The  grit  of  the  pineal  gland^ 
the  very  seat  of  the  soul,  will  be  roused.  The  iter  ad  infundibulum, 
and  the  iter  a  tertia  at  quartum  ventriculum,  will  reverberate  iter-umque, 
iter-umque,  and  the  calamus  scriptorius  will  be  taken  in  hand  to  re-echo 
the  burden  of  the  encephalon,  from  the  tears  of  the  pituitary  body  to 
the  gnashings  and  biting  sarcasms  of  the  corpus  dentatum. 

The  only  reply  to  this  objection  is,  that  after  all  the  labor  and  re- 
search spent  in  investigating  the  brain,  we  know  of  nothing  that  opposes 
the  supposition  of  the  brain  being  a  single  organ.  Every  attempt  to 
make  a  particular  part  of  it  subservient  to  a  particular  faculty,  has  failed. 
If  evidence  were  wanted  for  this  assertion,  evidence  enough  would  be 
found  by  reading  that  portion  of  the  debate  before  the  British  Associa-* 
tion  for  the  promotion  of  science,  relating  to  this  subject ;  or  Professor 
Dunglison's  detailed  view  of  the  opinions  and  experiments  on  the  func- 
tions of  the  nervous  system,  from  which  he  draws  the  only  legitimate 
conclusion  that  can  be  drawn,  from  the  light  in  which  they  were  contem- 
plated, which  is,  that  it  is  best  to  repeat  the  experiments  over  again.  A 
sufficient  reason  this  to  regard  the  method  of  proceeding  in  experiment- 
ing on  the  brain,  as  wrong  ab  initio.  Instead  of  endeavoring  to  find  out  for 
what  purpose  an  organ  is  formed,  and  confining  our  attention  to  that  ob- 
ject, exclusivelyy  we  should  also  endeavor  to  discover  the  law  which 
regulates  the  formation  of  the  several  organs.  There  are  two  questions 
to  be  answered  in  this  connection,  which  mutually  explain  and  lend  a 
clue  to  the  investigation  of  each  other.  These  questions  are,  first,  the 
design,  and  second,  the  mode  of  evolution,  of  the  organs.  By  looking 
after  particular  organs  in  the  brain,  and  particular  purposes  to  be  an- 
swered in  the  formation  of  such  parts,  as  the  fornix,  pmeal  gland,  and 
corpus  callosum,  physiologists  have  been  looking  for  needles  in  a  hay- 
stack. In  this  way  we  may  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  solution  of  many 
appearances  which  now  perplex  and  puzzle  us.  By  supposing  the 
brain,  as  well  as  other  organs,  to  be  developed  between  the  pressure  of 
two  mediums,  one  accumulating  from  within  and  tending  outwards,  the 
other  pressing  upon  it  from  without,  we  have  at  once  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation, not  only  of  the  anatomy  of  the  convolutions,  but  of  all  the 
appearances  it  presents.  The  globular  appearances  in  the  early  stages 
of  its  development,  the  bulging  out  of  the  cerebellum  and  the  convola- 
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tioos  afterwards,  are  the  result  of  a  pressure  nearly  equal  aod  uniform 
from  below  upward  and  from  within  outward  ;  while  the  corpus  callo- 
sum,  the  septum  lucidum,  the  fornix,  the  pineal  gland  and  the  mamil- 
lary eminences,  are  the  result  of  currents  estabiislied  to  make  up  the 
equilibrium.  The  medium  pressing  upon  the  brain  and  the  body  from 
without,  is  the  ether  which  in  its  vibrations  is  supposed  to  cause  light, 
beat,  and  electricity.  That  within  is  the  same  fluid  more  concentrated, 
and  which  seeks  to  diflfuse  itself.  The  whole  body  may  be  considered 
a  sphere,  having  within  it  a  focus  from  which  the  fluid  radiates,  and  to 
which  the  fluid  without  tends;  and  each  organ  a  smaller  sphere,  having 
a  similar  central  point.  The  mutual  action  of  these  several  centres 
modifles  each  other,  and  occasions  the  varieties  in  the  forms  of  the  diflfer- 
ent  organs.  They  are  like  the  different  centres  of  gravity  in  a  system 
of  bodies,  the  common  centre  of  which  exists  in  neither.  The  common 
centre  for  the  cerebrum,  cerebellum  and  spinal  marrow,  is  tbe  pons  va- 
rolii, as  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  its  structure,  position,  and  the  con- 
verging of  the  fibres  of  the  crura,  as  well  as  by  the  bulgings  of  the  me- 
dulla before  it  enters  the  mass. 

This  fluid  forms  bone,  when  its  course  is  uninterrupted  in  one,  two, 
or  three  directions ;  it  forms  cartilage,  when  its  motions  are  broken  in 
the  slightest  degree  ;  tendon,  when  still  more  interrupted  ;  muscle  and 
membrane,  when  a  greater  variety  of  motions  are  impressed  upon  it ; 
and  nerve,  when  it  is  obliged  to  vibrate  in  small  spaces.  The  particles 
of  each  tissue,  when  they  are  deposited,  are  so  disposed  as  to  give  a 
disposition  to  the  continuation  of  precisely  the  same  motions  that  arrang- 
ed them  in  that  particular  way.  Nervous  flbres  indicate  the  course  in 
which  the  fluid  moves.  Nervous  expansions  of  soft  or  semifluid  con- 
sistence, like  the  retina  or  auditory  nerve,  show  that  the  fluid  vibrates  in 
small  arcs. 

It  is  impossible  here  to  enlarge  on  these  points.  Each  of  them  would 
aflbrd  matter  for  a  volume.  They  are  thrown  out  en  masse,  simply  to 
elicit  attention.  In  a  future  number  of  the  Journal  an  exposition  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  ear  will  be  given,  which,  as  it  presents  a  number  of 
mathematical  relations  in  the  shape  and  position  of  the  semicircular 
canals  and  cochlea,  will  nearly  demonstrate  the  existence  of  this  fluid, 
if  further  demonstration  is  wanting,  as  the  grand  moving  principle  of 
life,  manifested  in  the  composition  and  decay  of  bodies,  in  health 
and  disease. 

Note. — I  would  take  this  occasion  for  correcting  a  misapprehension, 
that,  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  in  conversation,  has  arisen  in  the  minds 
of  some  in  relation  to  the  views  set  forth  in  the  article  on  animal  mag- 
netism, and  in  the  propositions  on  physiology,  recently  published  in  this 
Journal.  I  am  supposed  to  imagine  the  existence  of  two  fluids,  separate 
and  distinct  in  their  nature,  as  the  active  agent  in  the  changes  and  forms 
wrought  by  the  principle  of  life.  This  is  altogether  a  mistake.  I  have 
ne^er  seen  any  necessity  for  the  admission  of  more  than  one  fluid,  which 
is  generally  and  universally  diffused.  This  fluid  I  conceive  to  be  the 
efher,  the  vibrations  of  which,  in  certain  spaces  and  times,  is  commonly 
believed  to  occasion  the  sensation  of  light  and  heat,  and  its  currents,  elec- 
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tricity.  Any  concentration  or  motion  of  l?iis  fluid  must  be  attended 
with  the  formation  of  a  new  medium,  which,  like  the  diflferent  strata  and 
currents  of  the  air,  would  «,nve  rise  to  virtually  the  same  physical  effects 
as  two  fluids  encountering  each  other  in  their  movements.  And  it  was 
in  treating;  of  these  concentrations  and  niotions,  excited  in  organized 
matter,  that  I  may  have  spoken  of  two  fluids,  or  of  two  mediums,  in 
a  manner  intended  to  flx  more  deflniteiy  in  the  mind  the  several  points 
aimed  at  in  the  discussion,  but  at  the  same  time  calculated  to  mislead 
into  the  opinion  of  my  imagining  two  causes  to  account  for  phenomena 
which  one  will  account  for  as  well.  B.  H. 


A  CASE  OF   MALFORMATION  OF    THE    SEPTUM  NARIUM. 

[CommnnlCRted  for  the  Boston  Medical   and  Surgical  Journal.] 

From  youth  up,  persons  with  whom  I  conversed  often  justly  complained 
of  my  indistinct  enunciation^  and  remarked  that  it  was  oftentimes  im- 
possible for  them  to  understand  many  words  I  uttered.  Being  reminded 
of  this  defect  by  teachers  and  friends  almost  from  the  moment  I  was 
able  to  articulate  the  first  words  in  childhood,  until  I  had  attained  to 
maturer  years,  I  made  constant  efforts  to  overcome  the  difficulty,  and 
particularly  in  all  words,  which  I  had  occasion  to  use,  having  the  nasal 
sound,  yet  without  any  success.  I  was,  therefore,  greatly  to  my  annoy- 
ance, compelled  to  sit  as  a  silent  listener  to  the  conversation  of  others. 
It  was  not  until  the  summer  of  1830,  that  I  began  to  suspect  the  real 
cause  of  all  my  trouble.  From  my  then  entire  ignorance  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  difficulty,  I  was  apprehensive  of  serious  consequences,  and 
consulted  the  most  eminent  neighboring  surgeon.  Not  comprehending 
its  character,  his  prescriptions  tended  to  increase,  rather  than  lessen,  my 
affliction ;  for  the  local  use  of  iodine  ointment  and  tincture  had  not  a 
very  soothing  effect  on  the  delicate  and  sensitive  surface  of  the  schnei- 
derian  membrane.  Great  determination  of  blood  ensued,  and  conse- 
quent thickening  of  its  tissue.  After  this,  the  same  surgeon  advised  me 
to  have  an  incision  made  through  the  ala  nasi  to  the  nasal  process  of  the 
superior  maxillary  bone,  and  then  the  offending  substance  removed.  To 
this  I  declined,  as  there  was  already  too  great  a  disflguration  of  the  nose, 
without  the  addition  of  a  cicatrix. 

I  then  applied  to  another  surgeon,  a  professor  in  a  medical  institution, 
and  was  advised  the  same  operation,  to  be  performed  in  the  same  way. 
I  lastly  repaired  to  Philadelphia,  and  consulted  Dr.  George  McClellan, 
of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College.  This  gentleman,  for  the  6rst  time, 
pronounced  it  a  congenital  malformation  of  the  septum  narium.  Upod 
examination,  it  was  ascertained  to  commence  where  the  cartilaginous 
septum  joins  to  the  vomer  ;  thence  inclining  to  the  right  of  the  mesial 
line,  it  completely  obstructed  the  right  nasal  passage,  giving  to  the  ex- 
ternal appearance  of  the  nose  a  very  marked  lateral  curvature.  Profes- 
sor McClellan  commenced  the  operation  of  extirpating  the  septum  by 
passing  a  sharp-pointed  bistoury  through  its  iofehor  porticMii  with  tbie 
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edge  quite  to  the  floor  of  the  nostril ;  then  adroitly  curving  and  carrying 
it  posteriorly  nearly  to  the  vomer,  it  was  turned  upwards  and  then  for^ 
wards  to  tiie  place  of  beginning,  entirely  removing  the  septum,  without 
iQ  the  least  interrering  with  either  alse. 

Since  that  time,  thanks  to  the  skilful  hand  of  the  operator,  my  nose 
has  become  straight,  my  enunciation  good,  and  I  am  enabled  to  breathe 
without  an  half-opened  mouth.  An  M.D. 

Nov,,  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    NOVEMBER    29,    1837. 


LISTON'S  SURGERY* 

In  sitting  down  to  examine  a  new  book,  a  person  feels  the  same  kind  of 
curiosity  that  be  does  in  looking,  for  the  first  time,  at  some  ingenious 
piece  of  mechanism.  The  binding,  the  dimensions  of  the  pages,  the 
character  of  the  type,  the  arrangement  of  the  subjects,  and,  last,  though 
not  least,  the  claims  of  the  author,  are  each  the  objects  of  interest 
in  turn. 

A  few  days  ago  our  friend  Ticknor,  who  really  manifests  a  laudable 
ambition  to  stock  his  shelves  with  every  work  that  the  profession  inquire 
for,  sent  us  a  generous  volume  from  the  press  of  Carey  and  Hart,  of 
Phiradciphia,  entitled  Elements  of  Surgery,  by  Robert  Listen,  which 
deserves  something  more  than  a  simple  paragraphic  notice.  The  world 
has  not  yet  been  deluged  with  the  writings  of  surgeons  ;  there  is  abun- 
dant room  for  more.  In  fact,  as  the  art  is  acknowledged  to  be  progres- 
sive, it  is  as  necessary  to  multiply  them,  as  it  is  to  record  the  advances 
made  in  domestic  economy.  Every  age,  every  year — indeed  every 
operation — adds  to  the  preceding  slock  of  this  particular  kind  of  knowl- 
edge ;  and  to  be  qualified  for  discharging  the  duties  devolving  upon  one 
who  professes  to  be  always  prepared  to  alleviate  distress — nay,  to  save 
life,  endangered  as  it  continually  is^  by  unnumbered  incidents,  and  an  al- 
most countless  catalogue  of  diseases  which  fasten  upon  the  complicated 
framework  of  man — he  should  avail  himself  of  the  proffered  experience 
of  all  who  are  able  and  willing  to  give  him  instruction. 

It  is  presumed  that  no  surgeon  deliberately  goes  through  the  thankless 
labor  of  constructing  a  guide  book  in  operative  surgery,  in  these  days^ 
virho  does  not  feel  conscious  of  his  ability  to  instruct  the  reader.  Occa- 
sionally, in  this  as  in  other  professional  departments,  an  author  may  mis- 
take his  own  power,  and  suflfer  the  mortification  of  bemg  forgotten  before 
be  ceases  to  exist ;  but  it  rarely  happens  that  sterling  merit  goes  unre- 
quited. Envy,  jealousy,  selfishness,  and  the  despotism  of  a  name,  may 
limit  for  a  while  the  influence  of  the  most  meritorious  and  deserving. 
Stilly  in  the  end,  real  talent  will  triumph,  and  true  greatness  have  its 
reivard. 

•  BlemenU  of  Surgery,  by  Robert  Llston,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  or  Surgeons  In  London  nn& 
V|||Dt>urKh  i  Senior  surgeon  of  the  Roval  Dispensary  of  the  city  and  county  of  £dioburgb ;  Leaujrer 
la  0orsery,  Jbc    Philadelphia :  £.  L.  Carey  Sc  A.  Hart,  1637.    8yo.  p.  M4. 
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A  sketch  of  Mr.  Liston'a  life  would  be  but  a  republication  of  the  his- 
tory of  an  excellent  man,  a  bold  and  successful  operator,  a  popular 
teacher,  and  one  who  is  already  familiar  to  the  reader.  The  announce- 
ment, therefore,  of  a  scientific  treatise  from  his  pen,  is  simply  notifying 
his  admirers,  a  numerous  body  in  this  country,  that  they  can  procure  what 
they  have  long  desired — a  system  of  surgery  from  high  authority. 

He  professes  to  present  the  elements  only  ;  yet  those  who  have  given 
this  edition  a  thorough  investigation,  pronounce  it  a  full  and  complete 
work.  The  author  has  a  happy  mode  of  arriving  at  the  point,  without 
obliging  the  student  to  follow  him  through  a  whole  chapter  of  prelimi- 
nary observations.  This  circumstance  is,  in  itself,  a  recommendation. 
As  a  whole,  it  is  characterised  by  simplicity  and  conciseness  ;  and  yet 
every  idea,  every  process,  and  every  leading  fact,  is  introduced  in  an 
orderly  manner,  as  from  one  understanding  their  value  and  bearings. 

Mr.  Listen's  Elements  of  Surgery,  in  a  word,  is  a  valuable  acquisi- 
tion to  the  library.  Although  he  has  in  preparation  another  upon  the 
same  subject,  illustrated  with  wood  engravings,  it  is  presumed  it  will  not 
vary  essentially  from  the  present  American  edition. 

We  entertain  no  fears,  nor  do  we  design  to  court  favor,  in  speaking  of 
authors.  If  we  praise  them,  it  is  because  we  think  they  have  intrinsic 
claims  :  on  the  contrary,  adventurers  in  medical  literature,  who  push 
their  frail  vessels,  without  compass  or  chart,  beyond  the  depths  where  they 
would  have  sailed  in  safety,  excite  but  a  momentary  compassion  when 
lost  in  the  great  ocean  which  they  had  neither  skill  nor  qualifications  for 
navigating. 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs. — Since  the  Boston  infirmary  for  diseases  of  the 
lungs  was  opened,  it  is  surprising  to  observe  the  number  seeking  advice 
at  that  institution.  A  large  proportion  of  the  applicants  are  young  per- 
sons. We  were  struck  with  the  evident  tendency  to  inflammation  of  the 
lungs  in  this  region  of  country,  years  ago,  but  had  no  just  idea  of  the 
amount  of  hereditary  disease  of  those  liie-preserving  organs,  till  we  had 
listened  over  and  over  again  to  the  melancholy  details  of  patients — how 
their  grandfathers,  grandmothers,  fathers,  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters, 
had  been  swept  away  by  that  scourge  of  New  England,  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. The  late  lamented  Dr.  Spurzheim  always  spoke  with  pecu- 
liar boldness  on  the  subject  of  the  intermarriage  of  persons  actually 
diseased,  as  well  as  those  descended  from  parents  in  whom  a  family  ten- 
dency existed  to  phthisis.  Now  the  fact  is  established,  beyond  all  con- 
tradiction, that  children  born  of  parents  whose  lungs  are  tuberculous  or 
ulcerated,  will,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  have  the  same  fearful  malady. 
Ought  not  the  suggestion,  then,  of  that  accurate  observer  of  man  in  all 
the  phases  of  life,  from  infancy  to  age,  in  respect  to  matrimonial  alli- 
ances, at  least,  to  have  some  influence  in  all  intelligent  communities  ? 


Dietetic  Rctdicalistn, — The  author  of  the  <'  The  House  I  Live  tit,"  a 
well  devised  little  treatise  on  elementary  anatomy,  calculated  to  create  m, 
taste  amongst  non-professional  youths  for  understanding  the  great  princi- 
pies  of  animal  organization,  has  produced  a  duodecimo,  of  late,  which, 
though  quite  foreign  in  its  design  from  anything  ordinarily  treated  of  in 
our  Journal — being  called  the  Yodng  Wife — is,  nevertheless,  withiQ 
our  province.  It  is  so,  because  the  author,  almost  without  being  per- 
ceived, through  the  guise  of  a  moralist — a  character  for  which  we  enter- 
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tain  the  highest  respect,  and  we  certainly  respect  him  as  plain  Dr.  Alcott 
— holds  Qp  his  prejudices  to  the  contemplation  of  the  reader,  as  the  de- 
ductions of  sound  philosophy.  Tea  and  coffee — the  old  hobby  of  the  de- 
funct anti-eaters,  anti-drinkers,  anti-sleepers,  yea  anti-thinkers — figures 
in  the  "  Young  Wife  "  as  a  fiend  that  sucks  out  the  life-blood  like  a 
vampire.  Now  this  is  a  doctrine  that  cannot  be  sustained  by  that  best  of 
all  evidence,  the  experience  of  ages.  It  was  not  our  intention,  when 
these  remarks  were  commenced,  to  be  argumentative,  nor  do  we  purpose 
to  cite  facts  in  order  to  illustrate,  what,  ai)er  all,  would  be  but  an  mdi- 
vidual  opinion,  viz.,  that  the  world,  with  the  men  and  women  upon  it,  is 
doing  very  well — leaving  it  optional  with  ihem  all,  however,  to  starve  on 
bread  and  water,  or  breakfast  on  coflee,  dine  on  beef,  and  chat,  at  even- 
ing, over  a  cup  of  tea,  just  as  suits  their  own  convenience,  sincerely  be- 
lieving they  will  live  just  as  long  and  as  well  in  the  temperate  use  of  the 
latter  articles  as  they  will  in  the  entire  abstinence  from  them. 


VermorU  Academy  of  Medicine. — The  annual  autumnal  term  of  the 
Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine  closed  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  8th,  1837. 
The  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  twenty-one  gentlemen. 

The  honorary  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  Eli  Bois,  M.D.,  Jef- 
ferson, N.  Y.,  and  John  D'Wolf,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

The  annual  spring  term  commences  on  Thursday,  the  8th  of  March, 
1838,  and  continues  thirteen  weeks. 


Medical  Miscellany, — Dr.  Flint's  introductory  lecture  at  the  Medical 
Institute  of  Louisville,  is  spoken  of  as  being  an  uncommonly  elegant 
production.  The  school  there  is  represented  to  be  flourishing. — Profes- 
sor Lock  has  returned  from  Europe,  to  Cincinnati,  bringing  valuable  ap- 
paratus for  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. — Mr.  Fletcher,  the  phrenolo- 
gist, is  carrying  on  a  profitable  business  in  Boston,  examining  numbsculls 
— price  fifty  cents. — The  deaths  in  September,  at  Natchez,  by  yellow 
fever,  were  76  ;  in  October,  168. — The  bones  of  an  extraordinary  ani- 
mal were  discovered  in  Jackson  Co.,  Ohio,  lately,  one  of  the  fuska 
weighing  180  lbs,  and  one  of  the  teeth  4  lbs.,  4  oz. — The  yelloV  fever 
has  been  making  melancholy  havoc  at  Opelousas,  La. — A  maker  of  pa- 
tent pills,  in  New  York,  remarked  to  a  box  maker,  the  other  day,  that  he 
had  sixteen  bushels  of  pills  on  hand,  for  which  boxes  were  wanted. — A 
child  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  18  months  old,  was  killed,  recently,  by  a  needle^ 
which  was  unaccountably  forced  through  the  walls  of  the  thorax.  The 
poor  little  sufiTerer  died  as  Dr.  Harris  was  in  the  act  of  making  an  in- 
cision for  extracting  the  needle — not  enough  being  without  the  skin  to 
seize  it  by.  An  examination  exhibited  the  needle  in  the  substance  of  the 
lungs— causing  an  efi^usion  of  blood  and  suflTocation. — Cases  of  smallpox 
have  occurred  at  Woodstock,  and  other  towns  in  Vermont. 


Died, — In  North  Yarmouth,  Me.,  Dr.  Gad  Hitchcock,  aged  about  50. — In  New 
York,  Dr.  William  Grigg,  aged  33,  formerly  of  this  city. — In  this  city,  on  Satur- 
day last,  the  Hon.  John  Cotton,  in  his  67th  year,  formerly  proprietor  and  publisher 
of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Wbole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  S5.  34.    Males.  Id—Females.  99. 

Consumption,  4— typhns  fever,  4~scarlatina,  6— teething,  I— old  age,  1— ulcerated  sore  tliroat,  1 
—croup,  1— ulcer  of  the  antrum,  l~child-bed,  l^-measles,  S—liing  fever,  I— lumlNur  abscess,  1— pan- 
iTtie,  1— Aingas  bematodes,  1— dropsy  in  tbe  head,  1— decline,  1— stiUbom,  9. 
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PROLAPSUS  UTERI   CURED   BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  17TGRO-ABUOM1N  AL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
Uteris  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  Tar  relier  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  filled  to  the  form  oflhepaiient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity, 
from  the  distressing  **  drugginj^and  bearing  down*'  sensations  which  accompany  nearlyall  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  id  of  simple  construction,  and  can  l>e  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  yean  700  of  the  Uiero-Abdominai  Supporien 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  re«iult8. 

The  very  «re.it  success  which  thi.^i  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  Its  examination 
by  the  Phy!«ician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  dii«gu.4ting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgratifyin^  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  tlie  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied il,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  It. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  ageuts  for  the  sale  of  the  above  inatrumentc,  all  orden  td- 
dressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.    Price,  $10. 

ItowB  6l  Rk£d,  Boston  ;  David  Kimsall,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Joshua  Duaotif,  Portland,  Me., 
JossPH  Baix:h.  Ja.  Providence,  R.  I.3  E1.1  ih a  Edwards,  tipringtield.  Mass,  j  N.  S.Wooobr, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  May  10 — 6m 

~~"  MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  roo^n 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  educiition. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  In  t«e  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  in  cotes  which  viU  be  treated  at  the  room  daily, 
fnstruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D. 
Boston^  August  9,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORI  ARTY.  M.D. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 
Thk  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instructloii, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils)  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachnsetts  General  Honpitnl, and  wilt  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  ca!>es  they  witness  there.  Ins:ruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Mid%vifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Chawiviro. 
On  Physiology,  Pa;holugy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     *<      Da.  WAas. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         - «*      Da.  Orii. 

On  Aoalomy,       ....  ......  .  tc      q^^  Lbwis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  In  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  largo 
library.  Lights  and  fiiel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $IOJ— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  Rooso, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18-tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWJiS,  JR. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

PHviiciAiri  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Purc  Vaccikb  , 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addre.4sing  liie  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  &>urgical  Journal,  eneloo- 
ittg  one  dollar,  poH  paid^  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  95. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Thb  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
li'irary,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Bye 
and  Ear  Indrmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ol  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  tiie  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  In  the  study  ofthe  pupils. 
For  further  iuformatlon,apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER    M.D. 
Franklin  Street^  ^rov.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D* 

TUG  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, /»««(-paic{.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Partn,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  tlus  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  t3  00  a 
yeir  in  advance.  <J3.50  after  three  months,  and  t4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  la  advaace.  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Poslace  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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FIdKG  FUND  PRIZE  DISSERTATIONS   OF  THE  RHODE  ISLAND 
MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

KO   IV. — BY  JACOB   FULLER,  M.D.,   PROYIDBIfCB. 

[Communicated  for  the  Bomoii  Medtcal  and  Surgical  Jouraal.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Fiske  Fd.\o  Trustees,  held  at  AVtcporf,  R.  I^  on  the 
27th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1837,  it  was  decided  that  the  Dissertation  bearing  the 
motto,  ^Poculum  Baccho^  et  namgium  PlvJUmi^  and  which,  on  breaking  the 
seal  of  the  accompanying  letter,  was  found  to  be  written  by  Jacob  Fuller,  M.D. 
of  Providence,  was  entiSed  to  the  premium  of  forty  dollars  offered  for  the  best 
Dissertation  on  the  question,  **  What  is  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of 
Delirium  Tremens  ?"  In  awarding  the  premium  to  this  Dissertation,  neither  the 
Trustees  nor  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  hold  themselves  responsible  for 
the  doctrines  herein  inculcated,  treatment  recommended,  or  opinions  advanced. 

C   Charles  E.  Eloridob, 
Signed,  <   Samuel  West, 

^   William  G.  Shaw. 

*^  What  it  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  Delibium 

Tremens  ?" 

This  mysterious  and  dangerous  disease  is  frigbtfullj  prevalent  through- 
out the  whole  United  States,  in  consequence,  we  presume,  of  the 
moderate  price  of  ardent  spirits  and  the  facility  with  which  they  can  be 
obtained,  which  leads  to  an  excessive  and  too  frequent  use  of  these  in- 
toxicating beverages — which  stimulants  may  be  considered  almost  the 
sole  parent  of  this  affection.  Formerly  this  disease  was  confounded 
with,  or  mistaken  for,  phrenitis,  until  at  length  Dr.  Sutton  and  some 
other  physicians  called  the  attention  of  the  faculty  to  it  as  a  specific 
complaint.  It  differs  from  common  delirium  in  being  accompanied  with 
a  trembling  of  the  hands,  feet,  tongue,  and  often  every  part  of  the  body, 
tlence  the  common  name  of  Delirium  Tremens. 

Dr.  Cross,  of  Licxington,  Ky.,  has  divided  the  disease  into  four  spe- 
cies, or  varieties  ;  but,  as  we  think,  a  division  into  two  species  is  suffi- 
cient for  all  practical  purposes,  and  this  division  we  regard  as  founded 
in  nature  and  highly  important  in  the  treatment.  The  first  species  is 
attended  with  more  or  less  inflammation  and  vascular  excitement  of  the 
arachnoid  and  other  membranes  of  the  brain,  and  is  accompanied  with 
great  irritability  and  impatience  of  contradiction  or  restraint. 

The  second  species  is  attended  with  exhausted  nervous  energy,  trem- 
bling, irritability  and  great  indirect  debility  ;  but  between  these  two  spe- 
cies there  are  intermediate  shades  olr  forms  of  the  disease,  which  caniiot 
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be  referred  to  either.  Yet  a  distinction  should  be  kept  up,  and  the  dis- 
ease treated  according  to  its  inclination  to  one  or  the  other  forms, 
otherwise  both  species  are  apt  to  be  submitted  to  the  same  treatment, 
often  to  the  destruction  of  the  patient ;  and  for  want  of  this  distinction, 
much  discrepancy  of  opinion  has  prevailed  respecting  the  treatment  of 
the  complaint. 

In  the  tirst  species  the  pulse  are  frequent,  full  and  hard,  the  counte- 
nance flushed,  the  head  hot,  great  vascular  excitement  in  the  mem- 
branes of  the  brain,  great  irritability  of  temper  and  violence  in  being 
opposed,  constant  watchfulness  and  trembling  of  the  hands  and  limbs. 
This  species  of  the  disease  is  caused  by  the  direct  stimulation  and  ex- 
citement raised  by  the  intemperate  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  opium, 
strong  beer  containing  the  Cocculus  Indicus  and  other  narcotic  ingre-  ' 
dients ;  also  by  the  excessive  use  of  any  narcotic  or  intoxicating  sub- 
stance. Likewise  it  may  be  produced  by  long-continued  watching, 
when  attended  with  much  anxiety.  A  physician,  who  had  an  exten- 
sive practice  of  midwifery,  informed  us,  that  when  he  was  deprived  of 
sleep  for  seven  or  eight  successive  days,  it  never  failed  to  produce  a 
morbid  wakefulness,  accompanied  with  delirium  treme7is»  Young  ladies 
possessed  of  great  sensibility  and  irritability,  who  spend  half  their  nights 
in  novel  reading,  by  which  their  minds  become  highly  excited  and  wake- 
fulness is  induced,  often  suffer  severely  from  the  delirium  tremens. 
And  in  such  cases  it  is  very  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  some  other  kind  of 
delirium.  Intense  and  prolonged  studies,  in  either  sex,  especially  when 
prosecuted  under  the  influence  of  depressing  passions  ;  excessive  vene- 
real indulgence,  and  masturbation,  under  particular  circumstances,  are 
likewise  said  to  produce  the  disease. 

The  second  species,  or  true  delirium  tremens,  from  exhausted  nervous 
energy,  is  characterized  by  a  constant  watchfulness,  frequent,  weak  and 
small  pulse,  constant  trembling  of  the  hands  and  limbs,  delirious  illu- 
sions ;  the  feet  and  hands  are  cold,  and  the  surface  of  the  body  continu- 
•ally  covered  by  a  profuse  cold  sweat ;  the  tongue  trembles,  is  cold  and 
much  loaded,  though  generally  moist. 

Whilst  the  first  species  of  this  disease  is  generally  caused ^ircct/y  by 
drunkenness,  the  second  is  indirectly  produced  from  the  same  cause ;  one 
being  the  immediate  consequence  of  intoxication,  whilst  the  other  is 
produced  by  withholding  the  accustomed  stimuli.  A  slight  form  of  the 
disease,  without  intoxication  being  induced,  may  be  seen  amongst  bar 
bitual  tipplers,  with  a  trembling  of  the  hands  and  occasional  illusions,  es- 
pecially in  the  morning  before  receiving  their  usual  dram.  The  same 
trembling  in  the  morning  universally  accompanies  the  intemperate  use 
of  opium  ;  and  opium-eaters,  like  drunkards,  are  unfit  for  business  in  the 
morning,  until  after  receiving  their  accustomed  stimulus.  An  attack  of 
this  disease  in  intemperate  subjects  is  generally  brought  on  by  the  neg- 
lect of  proper  food,  and  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  beverages, 
followed  by  a  sudden  deprivation — especially  when  accompanied  with 
other  depressing  causes,  such  as  haemorrhage,  diarrhoea,  and  fractured 
bones,  in  which  cases  a  low  diet  and  abstinence  from  spirituous  liquors 
are  injudiciously  prescribed,  and  if  persisted  in,  will  soon  induce  the  dis- 
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ease.  Hence  it  is  chieBy  when  sobriety  has  followed  a  protracted  de- 
bauch, and  the  previous  indulgence  of  the  patient  has  induced  that 
condition  of  the  nervous  system  which  readily  takes  on  diseased  action, 
that  the  delirium  tremens  takes  place.  And  hence  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  species  is  readily  perceived ;  a  single  indulgence,  to  ex- 
cess, in  inebriating  liquors,  being  sufficient  to  produce  the  former,  whilst 
abstinence  after  an  habitual  and  protracted  use  is  required  to  produce 
the  latter. 

The  symptoms  of  delirium  tremens  remarkably  vary  in  different  cases, 
from  slight  nervous  tremors,  illusions,  and  quickened  pulse,  to  the  most 
alarming  state  of  muscular  agitation,  vital  depression,  and  alienation  of 
mind. 

The  characteristics  of  the  first  species  are,  that  it  comes  on  during  a 
fit  of  intoxication  and  other  exciting  causes,  or  immediately  afterwards ; 
that  the  pulse  are  full  and  hard  ;  the  face  Ousbed,  and  the  animal  heat 
greatly  increased  ;  that  the  vascular  excitement  is  of  the  sthenic  kind, 
and  the  delirium  violent.  Without  careful  attention  to  the  history  of 
the  disease,  this  species  may  be  taken  for  phrenitis,  the  delirium  of  fe- 
vers, and  insanity. 

The  second  species,  or  true  delirium  tremens  of  modern  writers,  has 
been  divided  by  Dr.  Blake  into  three  stages.  The  first  stage  usually 
comes  on  in  the  course  of  from  two  to  eight  days  after  a  protracted  fit  of 
intoxication  has  been  followed  by  sobriety,  or  abstraction  of  the  accus- 
tomed stimulus.  It  is  commonly  preceded  by  gastric  derangement  and 
slight  febrile  action,  and  is  often  aggravated  by  some  contingent  or  acci- 
dental injury,  fractured  bones,  &tc.  Loathing  of  food,  lassitude,  indis- 
tinct chills,  cold  moist  skin,  great  debility,  disturbed  slumbers  with  fright- 
ful dreams,  are  among  the  first  feelings  of  indisposition.  These  are 
soon  followed  by  general  irritability,  accompanied  with  a  quick  and  weak 
pulse,  oppression  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  vertigo,  wildness  and  quick- 
ness of  the  look ;  the  slightest  exercise  increases  the  tremors  of  the 
hands  and  the  profuse  perspiration ;  the  bowels  are  often  relaxed,  but 
sometimes  constipated.  The  tongue  partakes  of  the  general  tremor, 
and  is  much  furred,  though  moist.  The  patient  is  melancholy,  and  often 
sighs  ;  his  countenance  is  anxious  and  dejected.  This  state  continues 
three  or  four  days,  when  the  second  stage  commences,  which  is  charac- 
terized by  a  total  want  of  sleep,  constant  tremor  and  delirium,  great 
anxiety  of  countenance  and  extravagant  fancies,  great  susceptibility  of 
the  nervous  system,  great  excitability  of  temper  and  irritability  of  the 
muscles,  frequent  mental  illusions  and  '^  thick-coming  fancies."  Some- 
times the  patients  think  themselves  covered  with  lice,  and  will  spend 
hours  in  combing  their  heads  and  in  brushing  their  clothing  in  order  to 
free  themselves  from  them,  but  they  multiply  faster  than  the  patient  can 
brush  them  off.  At  other  times  their  optical  illusions  enable  them  to 
see  their  dwelling  beset  or  filled  with  all  kinds  of  noxious  animals  which 
fancy  could  draw  or  imagination  could  paint,  and  these  horrid  animals 
grinning,  with  open  mouths  ready  to  bite  and  devour  them.  Wherever 
tbey  go,  these  frightful  creations  attend,  and  the  patients  are  constantly 
endeavoriag  to  avoid  them.     The  tongue  becomes  more  loaded,  and  the 
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heat  of  the  body  increased,  though  the  hands  and  feet  become  cold  and 
clammy.  The  pulse  are  quick  and  weak.,  from  120  to  140  in  a  minute. 
The  patient  is  constantly  occupied  with  the  object  of  his  delusions, 
talking  incessantly,  and  when  opposed  and  kept  in  one  place,  is  violent 
and  noisy.  This  stage  continues  three  or  four  days,  and  is  followed  by 
a  mitigation  of  the  symptoms,  or  a  further' collapse  of  the  vital  powers. 
The  third  stage,  in  the  most  favorable  cases,  is  a  mitigation  of  the 
symptoms  of  the  second,  followed  by  a  deep  and  profound  sleep,  from 
which  the  patient  awakes  convalescent;  but,  in  the  most  severe  cases, 
the  symptoms  of  the  second  stage  are  increased ;  the  patient  makes  vio- 
lent struggles,  and  becomes  bathed  with  a  cold  perspiration  ;  the  coldness 
of  the  hands  and  feet  increases,  and  at  length  pervades  the  whole  body  ; 
the  pulse  are  much  quickened,  and  the  irritability  and  trembling  in- 
crease and  constantly  agitate  the  whole  body,  like  the  cold  6t  of  ao  in- 
termittent. The  trembling  is  often  so  violent  as  to  prevent  the  patient 
from  carrying  a  cup  of  drink  to  his  mouth.  The  perspiration  becomes 
colder  and  colder,  the  countenance  is  pale,  the  delirium  increases  in 
violence,  the  mind  is  excessively  irritable,  and  so  continues  until  the 
calm  comes  on,  which  immediately  precedes  the  death  of  the  patient. 

These  are  the  usual  symptoms,  though  cases  often  occur  where  the 
disease  cannot  be  distinguished  into  different  stages,  the  symptoms  being 
so  confused  as  to  admit  of  no  distinction.  Nor  can  the  two  species  be 
always  distinguished  from  each  other ;  for  there  are  so  many  different 
shades  and  gradations  between  them,  that  they  seem  imperceptibly  to 
pass  into  each  other,  and  therefore  in  the  treatment  these  things  must  be 
kept  in  view,  and  the  disease  treated  according  to  its  approach  to  either 
species. 

The  two  species  of  the  disease  are  often  confounded  with  each  other, 
and  as  such  mistakes  may  lead  to  the  fatal  application  of  the  remedies 
employed,  the  attending  physician  should  be  very  circumspect  in  mak- 
ing up  his  mind  to  which  species  the  disease  under  investigation  should 
be  referred.  The  second  species  may  be  distinguished,  as  already  re- 
marked, from  the  6rst,  by  the  circumstance  of  its  being  caused  indirectly 
from  intoxicating  beverages,  whereas  the  6rst  species  occui*s  directly 
from  the  same  source  ;  also  by  being  accompanied  with  a  weak  and 
quick  pulse,  paleness  and  a  profuse  perspiration,  moist  trembling  tongue, 
and  trembling  over  the  whole  body  from  the  commencement ;  whilst  in 
the  first  species  the  disease  does  not  always  commence  with  trembling. 
Also  the  illusions  in  the  second  species  are  almost  peculiar  to  the  true 
delirium  tremens.  These  symptoms,  with  the  previous  history,  may 
likewise  serve  to  distinguish  it  from  any  other  disease. 

The  pathological  condition  of  the  brain  in  delirium  tremens  is  con- 
sidered by  Dr.  Coates,  of  Philadelphia,  ^^  to  consist  in  a  heightened  ac- 
tivity of  the  sensorium  ;  and  this  appears  to  arise  from  the  generatkMi, 
in  that  organ,  of  an  unusual  vital  power,  which  is  not  exhausted  by  the 
narcotic  poisons  habitually  used.  This  is  not  to  be  considered  a  by-* 
pothesis,  but  the  expression  of  a  fact  existing  in  nature." 

Now  this  condition  of  tlie  brain  may  be  perfectly  correct,  but  accord- 
ing to  our  experience  the  encephalon  is  not  the  organ  primarily  affected^ 
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for  the  6rst  species  consists  9oleIy  in  a  sympathy  transmitted  to  the 
brain,  by  the  stimulated  condition  of  the  stomach,  before  any  organic 
lesion  could  have  been  produced.  And  the  second  species  we  believe 
to  be  always  preceded  by  a  nervous  and  vascular  irritation,  or  by  actual 
inflammation  of  the  liver  and  stomach,  and  generally  these  organs  are 
more  involved  in  the  morbid  actions  than  any  other,  not  even  exceptmg 
the  brain  itself.  It  therefore  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  when 
these  organs  are  implicated,  that  the  disease  cannot  be  entirely  cured 
without  the  employment  of  mercury. 

Dr.  James  Johnson,  of  Lfondon,  ^'  maintains,  from  many  cases  which 
be  had  seen  of  delirium  tremens,  and  some  dissections,  tliat  pure  speci- 
mens of  the  disease  were  not  necessarily  connected  with  inflammation 
of  the  brain,  and,  consequently,  that  the  basis  of  the  treatment  was 
opium  to  procure  sleep,  and  diflfuslble  stimulants  to  equalize  the  circula- 
tion and  the  excitement."  He  fuither  adds,  <<  The  membranes  of  the 
brain,  like  every  other  part  of  the  animal  frame,  may  suflfer,  not  directly, 
but  by  sympathy  mth  diseased  organs,  situated  at  a  distance  from  them. 
Thus  irritation  of  the  brain  may  be  induced,  by  hepatic,  gastric,  or  in- 
testinal disorder ;  this  irritation  may  pass  into  more  active  derangement, 
if  the  operation  of  the  cause  continue ;  inflammation  may  ultimately  be 
established,  and  the  original  disease  so  masked  by  the  cerebral  affection, 
or  so  secondary  in  importance,  as  at  length  to  escape  all  notice." — John- 
son's Review,  Vol  15,  iV.  S.  page  29. 

Furthermore  we  add  that  excessive  stimulation  by  ardent  spirits,  and 
varioiis  narcotics,  never  fails  at  length  to  produce  chronic  gastritis  and  a 
diseased  and  deranged  state  of  the  hepatic  organs,  and  also  a  debility  of 
the  whole  nervous  system — a  state  of  the  human  body  which  always 
induces  the  delirium  tremens,  when  for  a  fe^  days  the  accustomed 
stimuli  has  been  withdrawn.  These  observations  are  added  because 
they  are  deemed  important  to  a  judicious  treatment  and  a  radical  cure 
of  the  disease. 

Persons  of  strong,  robust  constitutions  may  recover  under  proper 
management  from  repeated  attacks  throui^h  a  long  course  of  years ;  but 
in  feeble  and  broken-down  constitutions,  especially  where  the  abdominal 
viscera  are  much  disordered,  the  patient  usually  dies  on  the  second  or 
third  attack  of  the  delirium  tremens. 

Id  the  few  cases  of  post-mortem  examination  which  we  have  seen  of 
the  second  species,  the  brain  exhibited  the  very  reverse  of  inflammation, 
though  it  is  true  that  the  arachnoid  at  the  base  of  the  brain  exhibited  in 
somexases  a  slight  opacity,  and  sometimes  there  was  a  slight  eflusion 
into  the  ventricles.  The  stomach  exhibited  the  appearance  of  chronic 
gastritis,  and  the  liver  was  enlarged,  tuberculated,  sometimes  scirrhous, 
and  sometimes  presenting  the  fatty  degeneration.  In  the  first  species 
the  brain  is  congested,  and  there  is  often  a  great  efl[usion  of  serum  into 
the  ventricles. 

Treatment. — In  the  first  species,  which  is  attended  with  vascular  ex- 
citement, a  strong,  hard  pulse,  flushed  countenance,  and  a  great  increase 
of  animal  heat,  moderate  depletion  by  means  of  leeches  or  cupping 
from  the  nape  of  the  neck,  or  behind  the  etrsi  will  be  produciive  of 
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much  good,  or  the  leeches  may  be  applied  with  equal  benefit  to  the  re- 
gion of  the  liver,  or  to  the  scrobiculis  cordis,  but  a  full  bleeding  from 
the  arm  will  soon  destroy  life.  Deceived  from  appearances,  we  have 
more  than  once  seen  this  species  of  delirium  tremens  treated  by  the 
inexperiencd  as  phrenitis  attended  with  delirium,  and  every  case  so 
managed  has  uniformly  proved  fatal ;  nor  has  it  proved  less  destructive 
to  life  when  treated  with  stimulants  from  the  commencement.  After 
the  application  of  the  leeches,  if  the  head  is  not  relieved,  the  occiput 
should  be  shaved  and  a  blister  applied  to  that  part  of  the  nucha.  In 
the  mean  time,  calomel,  in  the  dose  of  four  or  five  grains,  should  be 
given  every  hour  or  iwb  until  it  acts  freely  upon  the  bowels  ;  or  if  it  does 
not  relax  the  intestines  in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  hours,  its  opera- 
tion may  be  quickened  by  a  decoction  of  senna,  manna,  and  anise-seed,  or 
by  jalap  combined  with  aromatics;  and,  indeed,  whatever  cathartics  are 
employed,  they  should  be  given  in  combination  with  aromatics,  with 
assaf(Btida,  ammonia,  or  with  hyoscyamus,  or  with  the  comp.  tinct.  of 
jalap,  or  the  comp.  tinct.  of  senna;  and  if  the  bowels  are  obstinately 
constipated,  the  action  of  the  cathartics  may  be  quickened  with  turpen- 
tine injections,  combined  with  assafoetida. 

When  the  disease  is  the  effect  of  spirituous  potations,  extreme  cau- 
tion should  be  used  that  the  leeching  and  cupping  are  not  persisted  in 
too  long,  but  upon  the  first  subsidence  of  the  cerebral  and  vascular  ex- 
citement the  local  depletion  should  give  place  to  the  employment  of 
opium,  camphor,  ammonia,  the  accustomed  stimulants  disguised,  or  other 
cordials,  to  procure  sleep  and  to  prevent  the  depression  and  debility 
which  are  sure  to  follow  the  previous  excitement.  In  cases  where  the 
patient  will  not  permit  the  abstraction  of  blood  by  leeching,  or  where  it 
cannot  be  performed,  tartarized  antimony  in  nauseating  doses  may  be 
substituted  for  it.  It  will  control  the  circulation  and  lower  the  excite- 
ment as  much  or  more  than  leeching,  and  when  it  is  desirable  to  give 
calomel  at  the  same  time  with  antimony,  it  may  be  combined  with  the 
pulvis  antimonialis  instead  of  the  tartarized  antimony;  but  the  same 
caution  as  in  leeching  must  be  exercised,  lest  the  debilitating  effect  of 
the  antimonialis  should  be  carried  too  far — and  as  soon  as  the  increased 
action  has  abated,  cordials  should  be  used  until  health  is  restored. 

Another  powerful  remedial  agent  is  found  in  the  cold  shower  bath, 
whenever  the  animal  heat  and  general  excitement  are  much  above  the 
standard  of  health.  It  may  be  applied  by  means  of  confining  the  pa- 
tient to  a  sentry  box,  on  the  top  of  which  there  is  a  cask  containing  a 
barrel  of  water,  which  by  lifting  a  valve  may  be  made  to  flow  suddenly 
on  the  patient's  head  ;  after  which  he  should  be  wiped  dry  and  desired 
to  walk  until  reaction  takes  place,  when  sleep  is  generally  induced. 
We  know  of  no  remedid  measure  so  sure  to  induce  sleep  as  the  cold 
shower  bath,  when  followed  by  reaction  and  sweat.  If  the  heat  should 
return,  the  bath  may  be  repeated  twice  a  day,  and  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  bathing  the  head  may  be  kept  cool  by  means  of  cloths  wet  in 
cold  vinegar  and  water,  and  applied  to  the  head.  When  the  cold  shower 
bath  cannot  be  had,  nearly  the  same  good  effect  will  follow  the  applica- 
tion of  cold  water  poured  from  a  height  on  the  patient's  head  by  means 
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of  a  large  tea  kettle,  or  a  plunge,  head  foremost,  into  the  river.  We 
have  sometimes  cured  this  species  of  the  complaint  by  the  employment 
of  the  cold  bath  v;ithout  the  use  of  one  particle  of  medicine. 

We  knew  a  clergyman,  who,  from  excessive  study  and  night  watch- 
ing, was  attacked  with  this  species  of  delirium  tremens.  When  we  first 
saw  him  he  had  not  slept  for  a  week,  and  he  was  exceedingly  talkative 
and  wild  in  his  actions.  The  shower  bath  was  prescribed  and  submit- 
ted to,  and  after  the  patient  received  a  barrel  of  water  on  his  head,  he 
was  wiped  dry,  and,  when  clothed,  his  friends  were  directed  to  walk 
with  him  until  he  should  sweat.  This  occurred  after  walking  about  two 
miles.  When  he  reached  home,  he  soon  began  to  nod  and  grow  sleepy, 
be  was  put  to  bed,  and  soon  fell  into  a  profound  sleep,  which  lasted  for 
twenty-four  houi*s,  with  the  exception  of  waking  up  a  few  times  and 
asking  for  drink,  which  being  received  he  again  slept,  and  at  last  awoke 
free  from,  disease,  and  continued  so.  In  this  case  no  other  remedy  was 
employed. 

In  short,  we  consider  the  cold  bath  one  of  the  most  efficient  remedial 
measures  which  can  be  employed  in  the  delirium  tremens,  whether  of 
the  sthenic  or  asthenic  kind,  but  more  especially  in  the  species  now 
under  consideration ;  and  we  think  the  physician  highly  culpable  who 
would  neglect  to  prescribe  it  whenever  the  excitement  is  much  above 
the  standard  of  health.  If  there  is  any  case  where  its  use  is  improper, 
it  is  in  the  second  and  third  stages  of  the  most  asthenic  kind. 

The  observations  of  Dr.  Stokes,  of  the  Meath  Hospital,  are  so  ap- 
propriate and  so  nearly  correspond  with  our  own  views  of  the  subject, 
that  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  the  following  quotation  from  one 
of  bis  lectures.  "  The  supervention  of  inflammatory  diseases  of  the 
brain,  in  delirium  tremens,  is  not  understood  by  many  practitioners ;  and 
they  go  on  administering  stimulant  after  stimulant,  totally  unconscious 
that  they  are  bringing  on  decided  cerebral  disease.  I  have  witnessed 
the  dissection  of  a  great  many  persons  who  died  of  delirium  tremens, 
and  one  of  the  most  common  results  of  the  dissection  was  the  discovery 
of  unequivocal  marks  of  inflammation  in  the  brain  and  stomach.  Brous- 
sais  considers  all  such  cases  as  merely  examples  of  gastritis,  and  ridicules 
British  practitioners  for  inventing  ^  a  new  disease  ;'  but  in  this  he  is  cer- 
tainly wrong,  for  there  have  been  several  cases  in  which  no  distinct 
marks  of  gastric  inflammation  could  be  discovered.  In  all  cases,  how- 
ever, where  the  delirium  supervenes  on  an  excessive  debauch,  there  is 
more  or  less  of  gastritis ;  and  though  it  may  occasionally  happen,  that  a 
patient,  under  such  circumstances,  may  recover  under  the  stimulant 
treatment,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  the  physician  will  very  frequently  do 
barm  by  adopting  it. 

"  This  complication  of  delirium  tremens  with  gastritis  is  also  exceed- 
ingly curious  in  another  point  of  view,  as  it  illustrates  bow  completely 
the  local  symptoms  are  placed  in  abeyance,  and,  as  it  were,  lost  during 
the  prevalence  of  strong  sympathetic  irritation.  The  patient's  belly 
will  not  be  tender  ;  the  tongue  may  not  be  red ;  the  symptoms  present 
may  be  indicative  of  mere  cerebral  affection ;  and  yet  intense  gastric  in- 
flammation may  be  going  on  all  the  time,  and  all  the  appearance  of  cere- 
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bral  affection  be  quickly  removed  by  treatment  calculated  to  subdue  a 
gastritis.  Is  this  all  theory  ?  No,  for  we  have  practised  on  th'is  princi- 
ple with  the  most  extraordinary  success  in  the  Meath  Hospital. 

"  We  have  seen  cases  of  the  most  violent  outrageous  delirium  subside 
under  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  epigastrium,  and  iced  water, 
without  a  single  drop  of  laudanum.  I  beg  of  you,  if  you  meet  with 
any  cases  of  delirium  tremens  under  such  circumstances,  to  make  trial 
of  this  mode  of  treatment,  and  record  its  effects,  for  it  is  important  that 
they  should  be  more  extensively  known.  I  have  seen  the  whole  train 
of  morbid  phenomena,  the  delirium,  the  sleeplessness,  the  excessive 
nervous  agitation,  all  vanish  under  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  epi- 
gastrium. In  some  cases,  after  the  sleeplessness  and  delirium  were  re- 
moved by  the  practice,  and  the  tremors  alone  remained,  we  have  again 
applied  leeches  to  the  epigastrium,  and  succeeded  in  removing  the  tre- 
mors also.  On  the  other  hand,  where  a  stimulant  plan  of  treatment 
was  employed,  and  the  patient  died,  we  have  most  commonly  found  in- 
flammation in  two  places,  in  the  stomach,  or  in  the  brain  or  its  mem- 
branes. The  rule,  then,  is  this — ^in  a  case  of  delirium  tremens  from 
want  of  a  customary  stimulus,  use  the  stimulant  and  opiate  treatment ; 
but  when  it  comes  on  after  an  occasional  and  violent  debauch,  such 
remedies  must  be  extremely  improper.  Adopt,  here,  everything  calcu- 
lated to  remove  gastric  irritation.  We  have  facts  to  show  that  most  de- 
cided advantage  may  arise  firom  the  application  of  leeches,  even  where 
the  symptoms  of  gastritis  are  absent." 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.) 
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Fig.  9. — A  view  of  the  Pehisy  with  Chasers  Fentro-lnguinal  Block 
in  situ — to  show  the  adaptation  of  its  curvature  to  the  form  of  the 
body  and  spine  of  the  os  pubis, 

Q 


a  a  The  bodiei  of  the  pabic 
bones. 

b  b  The  anterior  Miperior  i pi- 
nous  processes  of  the  ilia. 

e  The  Yentro-ioguioal  block  in 
situ. 

d  The  symphysis  pubis. 

s  The  base  or  the  sacrum. 

/  The  spines  of  the  pubic  bones. 


As  re^rds  the  accidents  consequent  to  the  use  of  this  instrument, 
tbe  coexistence  of  varicocele  has  been  observed  in  several  instances, 
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but  the  Committee  think,  not  more  frequently  than  after  the  use  of  the 
old  common  inguinal  trusses.  This  affection,  to  the  extent  noticed,  is  so 
common  in  persons  laboring  under  hernia,  and  even  among  those  who 
are  not  affected  with  any  other  disease,  that  they  feel  considerable  doubt 
whether  in  the  cases  observed,  it  wbs  generally  referable  to  the  action 
of  the  truss,  to  the  pressure  of  the  intestines  when  protruded,  or  to 
some  pre-ex,isting  cause.  They  have  not  been  able,  in  more  than  one 
instance,  to  determine,  positively,  that  it  was  caused  by  the  instrument, 
and  in  no  case  has  it  produced  material  inconvenience.  One  case  of 
slight  and  temporary  hydrocele  has  been  observed  by  the  Chairman, 
and  in  this  the  hydrocele  attracted  but  liule  attention  until  after  the  pa- 
tient had  been  ordered  to  relinquish  the  truss.  It  occasioned  him  some 
alarm  at  6rst,  for  he  supposed  that  a  relapse  of  hernia  had  taken  place  ; 
but  the  symptoms  disappeared  in  a  few  weeks. 

An  agent  for  Dr.  Chase  mentions  another  similar  case,  but  it  appears, 
from  the  slender  amount  of  evidence  heretofore  obtained,  that  this  form 
of  hydrocele  is  of  short  duration,  and  of  no  material  importance.  In 
the  very  old  and  extensive  ventro-inguinal  hernia  described  in  Case  I., 
there  was  an  alteration  of  texture  observable  on  the  side  corresponding 
with  the  hernia,  both  in  the  spermatic  cord  and  the  testicle,  the  latter 
being  almost  destroyed  by  absorption.  The  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, by  whom  these  parts  were  most  cautiously  examined,  is  decidedly 
of  the  opinion  that  this  change  could  not  have  been  induced  by  the 
pressure  of  the  wooden  truss-blocks  employed,  defective  as  some  of 
them  were,  because  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  such  results  could 
have  followed  an  embarrassment  in  the  circulation  of  the  cord,  in  the 
.  short  space  of  time  during  which  the  hard  blocks  were  in  use,  without 
occasioning  pain  or  inconvenience  to  the  patient.  It  is  fair  to  conclude, 
then,  that  as  the  condition  of  the  testicle  had  never  been  perceived  by 
the  patient  until  pointed  out  by  the  Committee,  the  absorption  was  the 
result  of  the  long-continued  action  of  the  ill-supported  intestines,  to- 
gether with  the  occasional  pressure  of  ill-applied  trusses  upon  the  pu- 
bic bone. 

The  Committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  exist  no  physio- 
logical objections  to  the  use  of  the  ventro-inguinal  block  of  Dr.  Chase, 
which  are  not  equally  applicable  to  all  known  means  of  retention  in 
ventro-inguinal  hernia ;  that  this  block  is  more  accurately  adapted  to 
the  form  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  parts  on  which  it  is  intended  to  act,  than 
any  pad  or  block  previously  in  use,  and  that  it  escapes  the  objections 
felt  to  the  ventro-inguinal  block  of  Dr.  Hood,  by  the  greater  regularity 
of  its  arched  form,  and  the  absence  of  any  angularity  or  other  pecu- 
liarity of  shape  designed  for  the  production  of  irritation. 

The  only  peculiarity  of  the  ventro-inguinal  truss  of  Dr.  Chase,  con- 
sists in  the  form  of  the  block.  In  every  other  particular  it  is  identical 
with  the  inguinal  truss.  But,  in  the  application  of  the  instrument^  it  is 
necessary  that  the  perineal  strap  should  be  secured,  at  its  anterior  ex- 
tremity, to  the  button  on  the  end  of  the  block-slide,  and  not  to  that  on 
the  anterior  extremity  of  the  spring. 

To  the  complete  instrument,  as  it  has  been  actually  employed  during 
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the  last  year,  the  Committee  may  safely  apply  the  same  language  used 
in  concluding  their  remarks  on  the  inguinal  truss. 

Chase's  Femoral  Block,  with  Attachment. 

Fig.  10.— The  leUers  from  a  lo 
A,  inclusive,  have   the  same  refer- 
ence H8  in  fig.  2. 
a  k  A   window  in  tlie  anterior  ex- 

tremity of  the  main  spring. 

I  The  iron  nock  of  the  block-slide, 
continued  along  the  luuin  spring  for 
some  inches  and  seen  through  the 
window  k. 

m  m  Two  broad-headed  screws  of 
the  spring-adjustment,  securing  the 
flattened  extremity  of  the  iron  neck 
to  the  main  spring,  and,  when  loose, 
permiuing  it  to  slide  on  it. 

Fio.  n. — A  longitudinal  section  of  the  femoral  block. 

The  comparative  rarity  of  femoral  hernia,  and  the  fact  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  of  this  class  occur  in  females,  have  prevented 
the  Committee  from  receiving  testimony  upon  a  sufficient  number  to 
form  a  safe  basis  for  calculation  in  estimating  the  value  of  instruments 
by  practical  tests  alone  ;  and  they  feel  under  the  necessity  of  treating 
this  branch  of  their  subject  chiefly  as  a  mechanical  question. 

Even  the  anatomy  of  femoral  hernia  has  not  been  very  well  under- 
stood until  recent  times,  and  this  furnishes  the  only  reasonable  excuse 
for  the  fact  that,  no  truss  expressly  designed  for  the  treatment  of  this 
variety  of  hernia  has  ever  been  strongly  pressed  upon  the  attention  of, 
the  profession.  Many  trusses  have  indeed  been  advertised  as  applicable 
to  all  the  forms  of  hernia — a  degree  of  pretension  carrying  with  it  the 
proofs  of  its  own  fallacy — and  certain  works  on  surgery  contain  direc- 
tions for  slight  modifications  in  the  form  of  the  pads,  the  curvature  of  the 
springs,  and  the  mode  of  application  of  inguinal  trusses,  to  adapt  these 
instruments  to  cases  of  femoral  hernia  ;  but  your  Committee  cannot  re- 
call any  apparatus  entitled  to  the  name  of  a  fenioral  truss  (the  invention 
of  Dr.  Hood  being  not  a  truss,  but  simply  a  block  intended  to  be  added 
to  the  spring  of  one  of  the  common  trusses  under  certain  circumstan- 
ces), prior  to  the  construction  of  the  instrument  of  Dr.  Chase,  which  is 
now  under  examination. 

It  is  proper  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  peculiarity  al- 
ready pointed  out  as  common  to  all  the  trusses  previously  in  use,  and  to 
the  femoral  block  of  Dr.  Hood.  The  pad  or  block  invariably  covered 
not  only  the  site  of  hernial  tumor,  but  also  a  portion,  and  generally  a 
considerable  portion,  of  Poupart's  ligament.  The  pads  or  blocks  which 
act  in  the  manner  above  described  cannot  effect  any  great  certainty  of 
retention  unless  the  ligaments  be  made  to  yield,  and  the  neck  of  the 
hernial  sac  become  pressed  against  the  pubic  bone  with  considerable 
firmness.  In  the  opinion  of  your'  Committee,  the  degree  of  pressure 
required  to  accomplish  this  purpose  would  exceed  the  power  of  any 
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truss  spring,  and  the  capacity  of  endurance  possessed  by  the  patient,  or 
that  of  the  parts  acted  upon  by  the  instrument. 

All  the  instruments  employed  prior  to  the  invention  of  Mr.  Sfagner 
are  liable  to  another  objection.  They  press  upon  so  large  a  surface,  that 
when  employed  in  femoral  hernia,  they  are  necessarily  liable  to  displace- 
ment in  the  extensive  motions  of  the  thigh. 

When  the  Committee  view  these  remarks,  in  connection  with  the  fact 
that  they  have  met  with  no  detailed  and  satisfactory  records  of  the  radical 
cure  of  femoral  hernia,  by  instruments,  prior  to  the  year  1835,  they  are 
strongly  induced  to  conclude  that  no  truss  employed  before  the  inven- 
tion of  Dr.  Chase  was  capable  of  securing  and  maintaining  that  perfect 
retention  of  the  last  portion  of  the  bowel  beneath  Poupart's  ligament, 
which,  by  the  hypothesis  adopted  in  this  Report,  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  the  radical  cure  of  this  form  of  hernia. 

It  will  be  naturally  asked,  why,  if  the  retention  has  always  been  im- 
perfect or  inconstant,  have  so  many  patients,  laboring  under  femoral  her- 
nia, been  secured  for  years  against  strangulation. 

The  reply  does  not  appear  difficult.  The  older  trusses,  with  soft 
pads,  when  arranged  with  great  care,  were  quite  capable  of  closing  all 
that  part  of  the  hernial  sac  which  lay  below  Poupart's  ligament ;  and  if, 
during  exertion,  or  unusual  flexion  of  the  thigh,  a  small  portion  of  in- 
testine was  accidentally  protruded  into  the  sac,  the  pressure  of  the  pad 
must  have  acted  as  the  best  of  all  modes  of  taxis,  the  moment  that  the 
exertion  ceased  or  the  position  of  the  limb  was  changed.  This  action 
would  tend  to  confine  the  protrusion  almost  constantly  to  the  femoral 
canal,  which,  being  very  short  and  narrow,  cannot  accommodate  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  intestine  to  produce  much  danger  of  strangulation,  or  to 
arrest  the  passage  of  alvine  matter ;  yet  the  frequent  presence  of  even 
minute  portions  of  intestine  irr  the  canal,  would  effectually  prevent  the 
contraction  of  the  orifice  and  destroy  the  hope  of  radical  cure.  The 
belief  that  trusses  with  soft  pads  do  not  actually  retain  femoral  hernia, 
receives  additional  support  from  the  symptoms  of  abdominal  uneasiness, 
indigestion,  chronic  pains,  &c.,  which  are  usually  made  a  subject  of 
complaint  with  those  who  are  treated  by  such  instruments  both  in  this 
kind  of  hernia  and  the  inguinal  varieties ;  symptoms  which  speedily 
disappear  in  the  latter,  when  the  retention  is  made  accurate  and  constant 
by  the  instruments  already  described. 


PROFESSIONAL  ANNOYANCES. 

To  the  EdUor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — ^There  are  few  of  us,  who  have  not  cause  to  complain  of  a  forced 
tax  put  upon  us  in  the  shape  of  postage  and  carriage  in  receiving  pam- 
phlets and  letters,  which  the  authors  send  to  us  in  the  way  of  advertise- 
ments to  forward  their  own  interests.  A  wholesale  edition  of  Carpenter's 
advertising  pamphlets  are  annually  paid  for  by  the  profession  ;  then 
comes  the  catalogue  of  every  medical  school  in  the  country,  then  a  re- 
port upon  hernia  which  we  have  already  paid  postage  upon  in  the  public 
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journals,  then  every  man's  private  griefs,  if  he  thinks  proper  to  publish 
a  book  about  them,  are  sent  to  us  by  the  inail  or  the  stageman.  1  have 
sent  this  catalogue  of  annoyances  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  in  hopes  that  you 
will  give  it  publicity  and  recommend  to  the  sel6sh  perpetrators  of  them 
an  attention  to  the  Hon.  Tom  Shuffleton's  olt-repeated  advice,  '*  Pay 
the  post  boy,  Muggins."  Cruden. 

Botton,  Dec.  1,  1837. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     DECEMBER    6,    J837. 


PRICHARD  ON  INS.ANITY.* 

The  name  of  Dr.  Prichard  will  at  once  be  rero^irnizpd  by  our  readers, 
for  his  English  reputation  has  preceded  his  writings  in  this  country. 
Nevertheless,  we  are  happy  to  introduce,  as  far  as  our  humble  means 
will  allow,  an  American  edition  of  his  TreaUse  on  Iiisanily  and  other  dis^ 
orders  affecting  the  mind,  it  would  be  presumption  in  us  to  pretend  to 
judge  of  the  precise  merit  of  the  work  :  that,  indeed,  would  be  a  deli- 
cate undertaking,  and  those  most  conversant  with  the  management  of 
the  insane,  of  all  others,  would  be  most  careful  in  giving  an  opinion. 
One  thing  is  certain  in  relation  to  it,  viz..  Dr.  Prichard  is  constantly 
consulted,  as  high  authority.  There  seems  to  be  nothing  e.xtant  embody- 
ing more  essential  matter,  in  a  compact,  scientific  form — nor  is  there,  to 
our  knowledge,  a  recent  publication  taking  equal  rank. 

There  are  twelve  chapters,  in  this  work,  embracing  every  known  va- 
riety of  mental  affection,  methodically  arranged  and  perspicuously  and 
interestingly  treated  of.  There  are  no  new  things  under  the  sun  in  this 
field  of  inquiry  ;  but  facts  are  illustrated  in  a  clear  and  wonderfully  dis- 
tinct light— thereby  manifesting  to  the  world  that  Dr.  P.  possesses  a  sane 
mind  himself.  There  is  one  excellent  quality  in  the  character  of  this 
popular  author,  worthy  of  imitation,  that  is,  conciseness^  without  poverty 
of  language.  That  writer  is  to  be  envied  who  possesses  the  happy  talent 
of  saying  just  enough.  When  a  great  Chinese  philosopher  presented  to 
the  emperor  a  hundred  volumes  on  the  duties  of  a  prince,  his  majesty 
declared  that  life  was  too  short  to  read  them,  and  he,  therefore,  refused  to 
admit  such  voluminous  wisdom  into  the  royal  library  ;  but  when  informed, 
shortly  afler,  that  a  priest  of  Fou  had  condensed  the  whole  mass,  so  that 
the  spirit  of  the  hundred  volumes  was  beautifully  stamped  upon  a  fan, 
the  ruler  of  the  celestial  empire  raised  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  choui,  or 
essence  of  learning,  with  the  privilege  of  burning  gilt  paper  od  the  tombs 
of  his  ancestors. 

This  book  should  certainly  be  in  the  hands  of  all  advocates  of  animal 
magnetism,  on  account  of  the  closing  observations  upon  ecstatic  visions, 
cataleptic  somnambulism,  and  the  history  of  animal  magnetism  generally. 

In  Boston,  the  work  is  on  sale  at  Ticknor's  medical  bookstore,  corner 
of  Washington  and  School  streets. 

•  A  Tr«atlM  on  Intmnlty  and  other  dteorden  affeeting  the  mini.    By  Janoa  OowIm  PrIelHtttf , 
ILO.  F.R.a.,  ttc.  ace.  Ac.    PbiladelpliU :  E.  L.  Cany  St  A.  Hart,  1637.   8?o.  p.  339. 
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WEEKLY  EEPORT  OF  CASES    AT  THE  MARINE  HOSPITAL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  the  subjoined  list  of  cases  which  have  been 
treated  in  this  hospital  during  the  week  ending  the  30th  uit.  It  is  my 
present  intention  to  transmit  to  you,  weekly,  a  similar  statement,  should 
you  think  it  sufficiently  interesting  to  any  of  your  numerous  readers. 

Yours  respectfully, 
U.  S,  Marine  HospUaly  Dec.  1,  1837.  C.  H.  Stsdman. 
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1 
1 
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-  1 
1 
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.  6 
7 

82 

2 
1 
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Abscess  of  the  pleura, 

• 

Fracture  of  finger, 

Asthma,         -         -        - 

. 

Gonorrhoea, 

Bronchitis,  acute, 

- 

Haemoptysis, 

"          chronic, 

Herpes  exedens. 

Cachexy, 

- 

Inflammation  of  lungs, 

Carbuncle, 

- 

"           of  pleura, 

Caries,        -        -        . 

- 

3 

Prolapsus  of  rectum. 

Cataract, 

- 

Psoriasis  diffusa, 

Consumption, 

- 

Phlegmon, 

Contusion, 

. 

Rheumatism,  acute, 

Chilblains, 

- 

"           chronic, 

Deafness, 

- 

Scabies, 

Delirium  tremens, 

• 

.  Scrofula, 

Diarrhoba,  chronic, 

• 

*'       with  ecthyma. 

Dislocation  of  humerus. 

- 

Scurvy, 

'^             femur  and  comp. 

Sprained  ankles. 

fracture  of  humerus. 

- 

Stricture  of  urethra, 

Dropsy,  anasarca, 

- 

Syphilis,  primary. 

Dropsy  of  knee  and  ankle. 

"        secondary. 

Dropsy,  with  enlarged  sple 

en, 

Ulcers  of  legs. 

Dysentery,  chronic. 

- 

Enteritis,  acute, 

. 

Total,      .      - 

Fever,  intermittent, 

- 

Cured,         .        .        - 

"     typhus, 

. 

Relieved, 

Fistula  in  perineo. 

- 

Died, 

Fracture  at  elbow, 

- 

"       of  patella. 

- 

Remaining, 

*^      comp.  of  femur, 

" 

Natural  Boneseitera. — Perhaps  there  is  not  another  town  or  city  on  the 
continent  more  distinguished  for  indigenous  bonesetters,  than  the  good 
city  of  Boston.  One  not  well  acquainted  with  the  actual  condition  of 
the  inhabitants,  by  reading  the  stereotyped  advertisements  of  the  bone* 
setting  trade,  would  be  led  to  imagine  that  the  whole  community  had 
either  been  fractured  from  head  to  foot,  were  born  out  of  joint,  or  lived 
in  a  state  of  painful  dislocation.  At  any  rate,  some  of  them  get  prodigioa»- 
ly  rubbed  in  the  plastic  hands  of  these  bone-mongers — but  for  what,  or 
why,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  ascertain.  Although  these  ignorant  pre- 
tenders, ill  bred,  presuming,  and  acquisitive,  to  a  proverb,  are  seldom 
trusted  with  the  management  of  recently  injured  limbs,  it  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  they  are  driving  a  profitable  business.  There  is  an  unac- 
countable charm  about  themi  like  the  faacination  of  the  serpent,  and  many 
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invalids  seem  to  glory  in  giving  their  diseased  bodies  to  the  keeping  of 
speculators  in  heaith,  with  whom  they  could  not  be  persuaded  to  entrust 
their  purses. 

C(tsarean  Operation. — **  On  the  22d  of  July  last,  a  single  woman^ 
named  Frances  Manley,  aged  39  years,  was  admitted  into  Lambeth  poor 
house,  in  an  advanced  state  of  pregnancy,  for  the  purpose  of  being  passed 
in  the  usual  way  to  her  parish,  Sevenoaks,  in  Kent.  Upon  being  visited 
by  Mr.  Bryant,  the  parish  surgeon,  he  found  it  would  be  a  matter  of  im- 
possibility, from  the  malformation  of  the  patient,  that  her  accouchment 
could  take  place  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature.  A  consultation  of 
five  surgeons  was  held,  and  it  was  ultimately  decided  that  she  should  un- 
dergo the  CsBsarean  section.  The  operation  was  most  skilfully  performed 
by  Mr.  Bryant,  his  assistant  (Mr.  Osborne),  and  three  other  surgeons, 
in  three  minutes,  on  Wednesday  last.  The  unfortunate  woman  went 
through  the  dreadful  trial  with  wonderful  fortitude,  but  e.xpired  in  three 
hours.     The  child  is  a  remarkably  fine  boy.    It  is  alive,  and  doing  well.'^ 


Lithotripsy, — The  last  number  of  the  American  Journal  contains  two 
articles  on  this  subject,  with  cases — one  by  Dr.  Randolph,  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,  and  the  other  by  Dr.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore. 
The  latter  is  more  candid  in  his  praises  of  this  new  operation,  than  some 
of  its  European  practitioners,  as  he  confesses  there  are  many  cases  in 
which  lithotomy  is  to  be  preferred  to  it.  The  following  are  his  remarka 
on  the  subject. 

'*  Queries  are<of\en  rather  absurdly  made  in  regard  to  the  comparative 
merits  of  lithotripsy  and  lithotomy.  In  regard  to  most  cases  of  stone, 
they  can  be  compared  with  no  more  propriety  than  can  lithotripsy  and 
amputation.  Where  the  calculus  is  small  and  the  bladder  healthy,  no 
one  can  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  pronounce  lithotripsy  the  eligible  opera- 
tion ;  indeed,  in  such  a  case  lithotomy  is  unnecessary,  cruel  and  peri- 
lous. But,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  stone  is  very  large  and  the  blad- 
der irritable,  it  is  equally  manifest  that  lithotomy  is  the  only  operation 
which  science  and  humanity  can  recommend.  Cases  will,  however,  oc- 
cur, in  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  decide  to  which  operation  perference 
is  to  be  given. 

"  To  how  large  a  proportion  of  cases  lithotripsy  is  applicable,  the  ex- 
perience of  surgeons  has  not  as  yet  determined.  As  the  operation  be- 
comes more  generally  known  and  practised,  the  proportion  favorable  for 
lithotripsy  will  undoubtedly  increase,  as  patients  will  submit  to  lithotripsy 
while  the  calculus  is  small. 

*'  Within  the  last  two  years  there  have  occurred  in  my  practice  in  the 
city  of  Bahimore,  twelve  cases  of  stone.  In  one  half  of  them  I  have 
performed  lithotripsy,  and  in  the  remainder  lithotomy.  In  one  of  the 
latter  I  attempted  lithotripsy,  but  was  compelled  to  abandon  it.  These, 
I  believe,  are  all  the  cases  which  have  occurred  in  Baltimore  in  that 
time.'' 

Smallpox  and  Vaccinaiion. — In  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pritch- 
ard,  as  quoted  in  the  Journal  a  few  weeks  since,  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
tecting power  of  vaccination  afler  exposure  to  smallpox,  Mr.  Allison,  of 
Retford,  writes  as  follows  in  the  London  Lancet. 
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*^  I  have,  an  fortunately,  seen  a  great  many  affected  with  smallpox  ; 
and,  speaking  generally,  I  place  cor^dence  in  the  power  of  cow-pox  to  prC" 
vetU^  or  to  mod^yy  smallpox. ^^ 

^^  Speaking  of/atr  vaccination  only,  and  speaking  generally,  I  should 
•ay  that  I  think  if  I  were  to  inoculate  one  arm  with  cowpox,  and  the 
other  with  smallpox,  the  former  would  take  precedence,  and  the  latter 
would  be  very  much  modified.  Nay,  further  ;  I  think  that  if  I  were  to 
inoculate  one  arm  for  smallpox,  and,  in  from  six  to  ten  days  after  that^ 
(or  as  long  ader  natural  infection),  to  inoculate  the  other  arm  for  cowpox, 
the  same  results  even  then  would  follow.  I  speak  from  experiments  and 
observations  made  before  I  was  in  practice  on  my  own  account,  and 
many  years  ago.  The  only  question  in  my  mind  is,  whether  the  vaccine 
lymph  can,  or  cannot,  do  now  what  it  did  twenty  years  ago  ?  I  (hink  that 
it  is  equally  efficient.  I  have  seen  a  person  die  from  smallpox,  afler 
having  had  cowpox  ;  and  I  have  seen  a  person  die  from  smallpox,  taken 
naturally,  aAer  having  been  violently  affected  for  some  years  previously 
with  smallpox,  for  which  he  bad  then  been  inoculated.  These  are  rare 
exceptions." 

Medical  Miscellany, — Gen.  Caretto,  near  Naples,  a  military  comman- 
der, has  decided  that  army  physicians,  abandoning  their  posts — that  is, 
run  from  cholera  patients,  as  they  have  ever  since  the  disease  entered 
the  kingdom — shall  be  considered  deserters,  tried  by  court-martials  and 
shot. — Not  less  than  1000  persons,  it  is  said,  were  carried  off  by  cholera, 
in  a  single  night,  at  Palermo,  when  the  scourge  raged  at  its  highest  point. 
»-Dr.  Simard,  of  Montreal,  has  been  thrown  into  prison  on  account  of 
meddling  with  government  affairs.  Dr.  O'Callaghan  was  compelled  to 
leave  the  Province. — Dr.  Sappington,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  mulcted  in 
the  sum  of  $5000  for  breach  of  promise  of  marriage. — Dr.  Brevoort  is 
about  opening  a  course  of  phrenological  lectures  at  Bristol,  R.  I. — Wil- 
liam Walker,  of  Freeman,  Me.,  has  had  a  pin,  measuring  two  inches 
and  a  half  in  length,  extracted  from  the  calf  of  his  leg — the  pin  was  swal- 
lowed in  1830.  Before  it  finally  left  the  stomach,  and  indeed  in  its 
whole  secret  course  through  the  body,  the  patient  suffered  dreadfully. — 
Dr.  Lionais,  of  St.  Arhanase,  Upper  Canada,  has  been  imprisoned  for 
opposition  to  the  government. — Dr.  Carr  Lane  has  been  elected  mayor 
of  the  city  of  St.  Louis. — Smallpox  is  exciting  great  alarm  in  the  town 
of  Monmouth,  Me. — Mr.  Wheeler,  an  oculist,  of  New  York,  is  acquir- 
ing a  reputation,  but  whether  a  rising  or  falling  one,  has  not  yet  been  de- 
termined.— A  few  cases  of  yellow  fever  were  developed  at  New  Orleans 
afler  the  appearance  of  frost,  which  was  considered  a  phenomenon. — The 
.  School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  at  Birmingham,  England,  has  received 
a  donation  of  1000/.,  the  interest  to  be  awarded  annually  to  an  essay,  by 
a  pupil  of  the  institution,  '<  On  the  attributes  of  God,  as  revealed  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  manifested  in  the  structure  of  man  from  demonstra- 
tions of  surgical  and  medical  science,  and  on  religion  being  the  best 
foundation  of  medical  and  surgical  practice,  and  affording  the  best  pros- 

Sects  of  professional  success." — Dr.  Charles  Caldwell,  of  the  Louisville 
iedical  Institute,  has  been  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Phrenologi- 
cal Society  of  Paris. — The  yellow  fever  is  raging  at  Bermuda. — In  the 
Frank  section  of  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  the  plague  has  made  terrific 
havoc. 


*  Before  Uie  consUtution  was  dieturbed. 
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To  Correspondents. — A  paper  on  Hot  Bathing,  with  a  notice  of  the  report 

to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  on  Phthisis,  and  other  communications,  will 
have  place  soon. 

Died, — By  a  fall  from  his  horse,  Dr.  Joseph  Kent,  formerly  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Maryland^  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Senate. 
— At  Newton,  Upper  Falls,  Mass.,  Dr.  Alfred  Hosmer,  aged  35. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  BoKton,  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  3,  44.    Males,  17— Pemnles,  S7. 

Consuniption,  7~gangrene  of  the  face,  1— intemiicrance,  3— scarlatina,  4— throat  distemper,  1 — 
ibflammationof  the  liver,  1— by  a  fall.  1— disease  of  ilie  brain,  1— inflamniation  of  the  brain,  1— in- 
llaiuination  of  the  lungs,  3— typhus  fever,  2— croup,  4— bilious  fever,  1— cancer  of  the  stomach, 
1— measles,  9— old  age,  1— dysentery,  2— spasms,  1— erysipelas,  l—flls,  1— bowel  complaint,  l—pftrar 
lysis,  1— child-bed,  1— palsy,  1— delirium  tremens,  1— stiilborn,  3. 
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so  IT. — BT   JACOB  FULLBB,  M.D.,  PBOVISERCX. 

(Concluded  from  pageS&4<.) 

^<  What  13  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  DKLmnrif 

Tremens  ?" 

Treatment  of  the  second  species,  or  true  delirium  tremens, — At  ihe 
commencemeoty  our  principal  object  should  be  to  cure  the  disease  during 
its  6rst  or  forming  stage.  Hence  four  or  five  grains  of  calooiel,  com*- 
bined  with  an  equal  quantity  of  Dover's  powders,  are  directed  to  be 
taken  every  two  hours,  until  the  caloniel  acts  powerfully  upon  the  boww 
els,  which  it  will  usually  do  in  the  course  of  twelve  hours ;  bot  if 
the. bowels  a(e  unusually  costive,  and  the  calonsel  has  no  effect  upon 
them,  after  the  lapse. of  twelve  or  fifteen  hours  one  drop  of  croton  oil 
should  be  given  between  each  dose  of  calomel,  until  the  bowels  aro 
thoroughly  wrought  upon.  The  compound  powder  of  ipeeac.  and 
opium  in  the  above  prescription  is  combined  with  the  calomel  on  por4> 
pose  to  retard  its  cathartic  action,  and  to  direct  it  to  the  secerniag  sys* 
tern,  for  the  secretions,  especially  that  of  the  liver,  must  be  corrected 
b^fbre  the  disease  can  be  cured.  But  when  the  calomel  has  acted  (Veet 
ly  as  a  cathartic,  and  the  dejections  contain  healthy  bile,  its  further  use 
may  generally  be  suspended.  During  the  exhibition  of  the  calomel^ 
the  patient  may  drink  a  strong  decoction  of  valerian  root,  combined 
with  the  tincture  of  camphor,  from  five  to  fifty  drops,  between  tb« 
doses  of  the  powders,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
symptoms. 

Sometimes,  instead  of  the  camphor,  we  have  employed  the  following 
compound  drops,  viz.,  sp.  lavender,  i.  3  ;  sp.  c.c.  i.  3  ;  9p.  camphor 
i.os. ;  11.  i.  3  ;  chloric  ether  i.  3  ;  combine  and  give  a  small  teaspoonful 
in  the  valerian  tea  between  the  powders.  ]n  cases  of  great  depressiod 
of  the  vis  vitae  the  comp.  drops  are  preferable  to  the  camphor.  With 
this  simple  practice  in  the  first  stage,  we  have  often  removed  the  disease 
in  the  course  of  three  days  ;  but  the  same  course  of  practice  will  nd 
always  prove  equally  eflfectual,  though  followed  from  the  very  coni^ 
inencement  of  the  complaint.  Therefore  in  such  cases,  the  calomel, 
combined  as  above  directed,  or  with  opium,  must  still  be  continued  oDtil 
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a  Blight  ptyalism  is  induced,  or  until  the  morbid  secretions  are  changed 
for  healthy  ones,  and  the  watchfulness  gives  place  to  profound  sleep. 

We  have  prescribed  for  a  person  who  for  the  last  fifteen  years  has 
annually  been  attacked  with  the  delirium  tremens  four  or  five  times,  and 
who  has  been  effectually  cured  in  the  couiie  of  three  or  four  days  by 
the  above  treatment.  After  the  bowels  were  moved  by  the  calomel,  he 
has  sometimes  taken  pills  composed  of  opium,  soap  and  camphor,  in 
equal  parts  (instead  of  the  camphor  or  compound  drops),  which  has 
never  failed  to  induce  sleep. 

In  the  first  stage  we  have  sometimes  exhibited  laudanutn  in  the  dose 
of  25  drops  every  two  hours,  combined  with  effervescing  draughts,  and 
either  camphor,  ammonia,  or  assafoetida,  interposed  between  the  drops, 
without  employing  calomel  at  the  same  time  ;  but  have  never  found  this  , 
practice  so  effectual  as  that  with  the  calomel ;  and  here  we  may  observe 
that  whatever  cathartic  is  given  in  this  disease,  it  will  prove  much  more 
effectual  in  combination  with  stimulant  aromatics,  or  with  hyoscyamus, 
datura  stramonium,  be. ;  and,  next  to  calomel,  the  warming  stomachic 
cathartics  are  the  most  effectual. 

In  some  cases  of  old  inebriates,  with  broken-down  constitutions,  we 
have  occasionally  employed,  with  the  best  effect,  their  accustomed 
stimulants,  disguised,  however,  in  order  to  prevent  an  excessive  use  after 
health  shall  have  been  restored.  Say  brandy  or  rum  one  pint,  gum 
camphor  from  two  to  four  dr. ;  couibine  and  give  one  table-spoonful 
every  two  hours  in  valerian,  ginger  or  pepper  tea.  In  some  particular 
patients,  this  practice  will  prove  more  effectual  than  the  more  difftisible 
stimuli.  Nor  should  cathartics  be  omitted  when  this  remedy  is  era* 
ployed,  for  in  all  the  cases  which  we  have  seen,  purgatives  were  iodi- 
cated,  in  order  to  remove  the  vitiated  secretions  from  the  priniae  viae, 
whether  the  bowels  were  constipated  or  relaxed  ;  and,  we  repeat,  that 
from  accurate  observation  and  long  experience,  calomel,  given  in  com- 
bination with  the  pulv.  Doveri,  or  some  other  anodyne  or  antispasmodic, 
is  of  all  other  cathartics  the  most  effectual  in  removing  the  morbid  accu* 
mulations,  and  in  restoring  the  healthy  secretions.  Furthermore,  Ve 
have  observed  the  mental  hallucinations  and  illusions  to  abate  in  pro- 
portion to  the  removal  of  the  vitiated  substances  from  the  bowels,  and 
the  pitch-like  bile  from  the  gall  bladder  and  hepatic  ducts,  and  that 
sleep  would  soon  follow  their  evacuation  without  the  employment  of  ex* 
cessive  doses  of  opium.  And  we  further  add,  that  let  the  subsequent 
treatment  be  what  it  may,  calomel,  in  our  opinion,  should  always  precede 
the  use  of  other  remedies,  and  then  it  will  seldom  or  never  be  neces- 
sary to  continue  its  use  until  it  produces  ptyalism. 

During  the  use  of  either  the  opium  or  the  camphorated  brandy,  the 
bead  should  be  kept  constantly  wet  whh  cold  vinegar  and  water,  and 
occasionally,  when  the  head  is  quite  hot,  cold  water  from  the  spout  of  a 
tea  kettle  elevated  to  a  considerable  height,  may  be  poured  upon  it  ; 
and  when  the  skin  is  also  very  hot,  either  the  cold  shower  bath,  or  bath- 
ing in  the  river,  may  be  successfully  employed. 

We  once  attended  a  patient  who  had  not  slept  for  a  week  ;  the  pupils 
of  bis  eyes  were  extremely  dilated,  and  he  fancied  he  saw  inillioDS  of 
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lice  creeping  over  his  whole  body  and  through  his  hair ;  consequeotif 
he  kept  continually  combing  his  head  and  brushing  his  clothes,  as  n)uch 
as  bis  trembling  hands  would  permit,  in  order  to  free  himself  from  the 
lice.  But  they  re-appeared  faster  than  he  could  brush  them  off,  and 
became  so  annoying  that  (though  in  the  month  of  March  and  the  weather 
cold)  we  persuaded  him  to  throw  off  his  dress  and  to  go  into  the  river 
and  wash  them  off.  Accordingly  he  went  into  the  river  at  a  proper 
depth,  and  plunged  under  the  water.  When  he  came  up  to  the  sur- 
face, he  carefully  examined  himself,  and  observed  that  nearly  all  the 
lice  were  washed  off.  We  persuaded  him  to  dive  again,  and  this  time 
he  said  every  louse  had  disappeared  ;  therefore  he  was  wiped  dry  and 
clothed,  when  he  walked  about  a  mile  before  he  reached  home,  and  in 
tbe  mean  time  he  became  covered  with  a  warm  perspiration,  and  soon 
after  reaching  his  house  he  became  drowsy  and  went  to  bed,  and  slept 
most  profoundly  for  nearly  twenty-four  hours.  When  he  awoke  lie  was 
rational  and  perfectly  free  from  disease.  This  man's  propensity  for  the 
intemperate  use  of  spirituous  liquors  was  afterwards  perfectly  removed 
by  combining  one  drachm  of  tartarized  antimony  in  solution  with  every 
quart  of  spirits  with  which  he  furnished  himself,  first  observing  to  him, 
that  a  continued  free  use  of  stimulants  would  eventually  cause  a  vomit- 
ing, which  would  soon  destroy  bis  life,  unless  he  refrained  from  further 
use.  His  wife  kept  the  secret,  and  combined  the  remedy  with  his  fa- 
▼orite  drink,  until  all  kinds  of  spirits,  and  even  wine  (for  he  tried  them 
all),  created  such  a  disgust  that  the  very  naming  of  spirits  would  nau- 
seate his  stomach.  He  then  informed  us  that  he  was  satisfied  be  was 
near  death,  for  the  very  drink  which  formerly  made  him  feel  well  and 
curedall  indisposition,  now  made  him  sick.  We  prescribed  Huxham's 
compound  tincture  of  bark,  and  pills  of  soap,  camphor  and  opium, 
which  were  continued  two  or  three  weeks,  and  his  health  was  at  last 
perfectly  restored.  For  many  years  he  has  remained  a  temperate  man, 
and  has  enjoyed  the  '*  mens  sane  in  corpora  sano.'^  This  application 
of  the  tartarized  antimony,  if  judiciously  employed,  would,  we  think, 
cure  the  vitiated  ta^te,  and  create  such  a  disgust,  that  very  uniformly 
the  pernicious  habit  would  be  relinquished  and  temperance  be  the  result. 
A  dislike  to  spirituous  liquors  may  also  be  created  by  giving  bitter  tinc- 
tures, combined  with  the  sulphuric  acid. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  Another  patient,  laboring  under 
delirium  tremens,  thought  that  he  had  swallowed  a  horse  hair,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  had  become  alive  and  grew  to  such  enormous  length  that 
be  could  not  entirely  remove  it  by  pulling,  hand  over  hand,  for  hours 
and  days ;  but  a  barrel  of  water  thrown,  from  some  considerable  height, 
on  his  head  and  body,  soon  dissipated  the  illusion.  Previously  to  the 
use  of  the  coM  bath,  calomel  had  been  prescribed  in  both  of  the  above 
eases;  but  where  the  liver  is  not  much  disordered,  the  cold  bath, 
alone,  without  a  particle  of  calomel,  opium,  or  other  medicines,  will 
soon  induce  sleep  and  cure  the  disease. 

The  general  remedial  measures  are  very  much  assisted  by  tbe  em- 
ployment of  blisters.  They  may  be  applied  either  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck  and  occiput,  or  to  the  region  of  the  liver  or  stomach  ;  they  in  either 
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omfl  aot  as  coMO(er  irriUDtSy  aad^  when  employed  over  tbe  liver,  excite 
(bat  org^n  IQ  a  liealihy  action. 

Iq  tbe  siecond  stage,  if  (be  patient  has  not  been  previously  seen,  of  if 
tbia  stage  supervene,  nocwithstanding  the  remedial  measures  already  em- 
ployed,, the  treatment  should  be  commenced  with  cakwnel,  combined 
wilb  narcotics  and  cordials,  or  with  |)owdered  capsicum,  camphor, 
ammonia,  or  laudanum,  and  continued  until  it  procure  copious  dark* 
green,  and  ofiensive  stools  ;  and  if  tbe  bowels  are  unusually  torpid,  and 
are  not  wrought  upon  by  the  calomel  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours, 
its  action  should  be  promoted  by  warm  stimulant,  aperient  drau^^hts  and 
carminative  injections,  combined  with  assafoetida  and  sfurita  of  turpen- 
tine, or.one  drop  of  the  croton  oil  between  each  dose  of  tbe  calomel. 
These  reioedies  should  be  continued  until  the  bowels  are  tboroughlj 
emptied,  when  tbe  iaiomel  and  other  laxatives  may  be  omitted,  and  the 
opiuie,  eitlier  alone  or  in  combination  with  some  one  of  the  diffusible 
scimulanis,  such  as  ether,  camphor,  ammonia,  assafmtida,  camphorated 
brandy,  given  at  short  intervals,  to  support  the  vis  vitae.  But  in  this 
stage  of  the  disease,  opium  is  our  sheet  anchor,  and  must  be  given  la 
4oses  sufficient  to  procure  sleep ;  for,  as  Dr.  Coates  observes,  "  the 
patient  must  sleep  or  die.  There  is  no  alternative.  Yet  tbe  physiciao 
ahould  personally  watch  the  effect  of  very  large  doses  of  opium."  la 
the  case  of  a  stage  actor,  he  gave  powdered  opium  in  doses  of  six 
grains  every  hour,  until  43  grains  were  exhibited  before  it  procured  full 
sleep.  Next  nfU)rning  the  patient  awoke  perfectly  rational.  Afterwards 
smaller  doses  were  given,  and  the  patient  completely  recovered.  An- 
other patient  recovered  by  the  administration  of  four  hundred  drops  of 
laudanum  in  five  hours.  Hence,  the  doctor  concludes,  that,  "  to  produce 
any  impression,  of  whatever  kind,  during  the  disease,  opium  must  be 
given  in  doses  enormously  increased  beyond  those  which  are  requisite 
U>r  ordinary  purposes.  Five  or  six  grains  alone,  are,  in  a  case  of  aay 
severity,  absolutely  a  nullity— they  will  not  drive  away  a  single  spectre. 
Tbe  successful  amount,  with  me,  has  generally  been  from  twelve  to 
twenty-eight  or  thirty  grains;  but,  in  an  honest  judgment,  I  can  assign 
to  it  no  limit."  '^  I  have  never  seeriy  read  of,  or  heard  of,  an  instance 
in  which  it  was  productive  of  any  harm^  <<  The  only  rule  by  wbich 
I  would  be,  and  have  always  been,  guided,  is  the  following.  A  certain 
effect  is  to  be  produced,  and  we  must  go  on  exhibiting  opium  in  moder- 
ate doses,  at  such  short  intervals  as  are  sufficient  to  permit  its  accumula* 
tjoo  in  the  primse  viae,  until  enough  has  been  taken  to  produce  sleep.  I 
bave  generally  given  it  every  hour;  but  when  sleep  appears actuailjr 
approaching,  a  somewhat  longer  interval  niay  be  allowed  to  ascertain  the 
(act,  without  much  hazard  of  defeating  tbe  plan  of  cure.  If  the  case 
be  a  slight  one,  I  leave  doses  amounting  to  five  or  six  grains  with  the 
attendants,  directing  them  to  proceed  with  it,  either  until  sleep  is  pro« 
duced,  or  the  medicine  has  all  been  taken.  Upon  the  failure  of  one 
trial  like  this,  a  much  larger  amount  must  be  empfoyed ;  and  where 
conaiderable  doses  are  given  at  every  time,  it  is  indispensably  necessary 
that  the  physician  should  superintend  their  effects  himself,  visiting  tbe 
patient  after  every  fresh  administration,  and  watchiag  for  aoy  diaposkioii 
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to  drowsiness.  When  this  has  not  yet  appeared,  there  is  not  the  least 
danger  to  be  apprehended ;  as  we  believe  it  may  be  safely  denied  tbat 
there  is  a  case  on  record  in  which  any  injury  was  sustained/' 

Now  this  is  (he  practice  of  Dr.  Coates ;  but  we  confess  that  we 
have  never  employed  opium  in  such  quantities  as  he  recommends,  nor 
have  we  ever  found  it  necessary,  for  if  the  cold  effusions  or  cold  bath 
be  applied  to  tlie  head,  and  occasionally  to  the  whole  body,  during  the 
employment  of  the  opium,  a  much  less  quantity  of  the  drug  will  be 
required  to  produce  sleep ;  and,  therefore,  from  one  to  two  or  tbretf 
grains  every  one,  two,  three,  or  four  hours,  according  to  circumstances, 
combined  with  the  stimulants  above  mentioned,  will  generally  be  suffix 
eient  to  procure  sleep  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours,  especially  if 
the  calomel  cathartic  has  i»receded  its  employment.  We  cannot  divest 
ourselves  of  the  fear  that  thirty  grains  of  opium,  given  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours,  would,  in  many  cases,  prove  more  certainly  destructive  to  life 
than  the  disease  itself;  therefore  we  should  advise,  at  first,  its  employ* 
ment  in  combination  with  calomel,  and,  after  the  bowels  are  emptied,  to 
combine  its  use  with  other  stimulants  and  the  cold  water,  in  one  of  the 
taried  forms  of  application  already  mentioned,  and  then  moderate,  in- 
stead of  excessive  doses  of  opium  will  be  sufficient  to  the  cure.  But 
still  opium  must  be  considered  as  necessary  for  the  cure  of  deiirium  tre- 
mens, as  bark  is  for  intermittents,  though  we  maintain  that  a  much  less 
quantity  than  usually  recommended  will  be  sufficient  for  the  cure,  after 
the  morbid  colluvies  collected  in  the  bowels  shall  have  been  removed 
by  the  use  of  calomel,  and,  we  repeat,  that  the  cerebrum  is  often  sym^* 
pathetically  affected  in  consequence  of  inflammation  and  morbid  impres- 
sions made  upon  the  membranes  of  the  primse  viae,  by  their  vitiated 
eontents,  and  hence  their  removal  breaks  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of 
morbid  actions. 

When,  from  some  particular  idiosyncrasy,  opium  cannot  be  takeh,  ex- 
tract of  datura  stramonium,  extract  of  cicuta,  henbane,  or  some  other 
narcotic,  may  be  substituted  for  it.  And  here  we  may  add,  that  in  some 
eases  of  delirium  tremens,  where  there  is  a  strong  determination  of  blood 
to  the  head,  and  a  frequent  occurrence  of  epileptic  fits,  if  the  use  of 
opium  and  other  narcotics  is  persisted  in,  a  fatal  termination  of  the 
disease  is  almost  sure  to  follow.  In  such  cases,  these  remedies  must  be 
laid  aside,  and  camphor  substituted  for  them,  which  may  be  given  ill 
powder,  in  the  dose  of  from  five  to  twenty  grains,  every  two,  three  of 
four  hours,  according  to  the  strength  of  the  patient  and  the  urgency  of 
the  symptoms ;  but  generally  five  or  six  grains  every  two  hours  is  a 
sufficient  dose  to  control  the  nervous  symptoms  and  induce  sleep.  It 
may  be  given  in  a  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  or  in  a  synip  or  jelly.  In 
these  cases  it  often  acts  like  a  charm,  by  removing  the  subsultus  tendi- 
Aum,  and  by  quieting  the  nervous  system  ;  by  lowering  the  pulse,  and 
by  changing  the  cold  sweat  to  a  warm  perspiration  ;  by  lessening  irrita- 
bility and  by  inducing  drowsiness,  which  is  eventually  followed  by  ft 
profound  and  protracted  sleep,  from  which  the  patient  awakes  convales- 
cent and  rational. 

Neit  to  opium,  cainphor  is  the  best  remedy  whiefa  csn  be  employed 
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ki  the  cure  of  delirium  tremens,  aud  it  will  often  prove  eSectuai  when 
opium  fails  to  cure,  or  aggravates  the  complaint.  Therefore,  in  all 
cases  like  those  just  mentioned,  the  physician  should  commence  the 
treatment  with  the  camphor ;  and  also  in  all  those  cases  in  which  opium 
disagrees  with  the  patient,  camphor  should  be  immediately  substituted 
ibr  it ;  even  the  treatment  with  opium  will  be  much  more  effectual  in 
combination  with  camphor,  as  already  recommended.  In  the  first  spe* 
cies  of  this  affection,  where  there  is  much  increased  action,  camphor 
may  be  employed  when  opium  is  inadmissible  ;  and  in  all  those  mixed 
cases  which  are  combined  with  fever  and  nervous  irritability,  camphor  is 
a  most  sovereign  remedy. 

It  should  be  constantly  kept  in  mind  that  the  attending  fever  in  this 
disease  originates  from  irritation,  and  therefore  whatever  remedy  most 
allays  the  irritability  of  the  system,  is  found  the  most  effectual  in  re- 
moving this  fever.  Camphor  possesses  this  property  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, and,  according  to  our  experience,  it  is  a  n)uch  safer  remedy  than 
opium  in  the  hands  of  those  physicians  who  are  not  much  conversant 
with  the  disease,  and  consequently  unable  to  make  those  nice  distinc- 
tions which  the  opium  treatment  requires  in  order  to  be  rendered 
effectual. 

The  physician  and  attendants  should  control  the  patient  by  moral 
means,  without  the  employment  of  force  or  coercive  measures,  and  be 
should  be  indulged  in  all  his  innocent  whims  and  caprices,  especially 
when  they  do  not  lead  him  to  injure  either  himself  or  others.  In  fact, 
the  physician  must  conduct  with  much  suaviter  in  modoy  which  will  oAeo 
gain  the  good  will  of  the  patient  and  render  restraint  unnecessary. 

By  the  treatment  just  recommended,  some  remissions  of  the  disease 
will  usually  take  place,  and  a  disposition  to  sleep  manifest  itself,  when 
the  quantity  of  opium  or  camphor,  whichever  is  employed,  should  be 
decreased,  and  finally  left  off  when  sleep  takes  place.  The  sleep  is 
often  at  first  interrupted,  and  the  patient  disturbed  with  frightful  dreams ; 
if  he  awakes,  comp.  sp.  of  lavender  and  sp.  of  cam.  or  warm  wine,  or 
bis  accustomed  stimulus,  should  be  given,  and  bis  mind  soothed,  when 
he  will  often  fall  into  a  sound  sleep,  from  which  he  ought  not  to  be 
awakened  until  he  arouses  of  his  own  accord,  which  will  sometimes  be 
at  the  end  of  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  and  then  be  will  be  com- 
posed and  rational,  when  the  stimulants  should  be  gradually  withdrawn, 
and  his  strength  be  supported  by  light  and  nutritious  food.  But  when 
the  vis  vits  is  low,  the  pulse  quick  and  frequent,  and  a  cold,  clammv 
sweat  pervades  the  whole  body,  a  liberal  use  of  cordial  stimulants,  with 
tlie  opium  and  camphor,  or  the  accustomed  stimulus  disguised  with  cam- 
phor so  as  not  to  be  recognized  by  the  patient,  must  be  continued  until 
the  system  rallies  and  the  usual  health  is  restored,  when  the  stimulants 
must  be  gradually  withdrawn.  In  broken-down  constitutions,  the  opium 
and  other  restoratives  must  be  much  longer  continued  than  is  necessary  ia 
the  young  and  recent  devotees  of  Bacchus. 

Third  stage. — If,  notwithstanding  the  remedial  measures  employed  in 
the  second,  the  third  stage  shall  appear,  verv  little  hope  may  be  enter- 
tained of  recovery,  as  the  nervous  influence  has  becofa&  exhausted,  and 
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serous  effiisioDS  are  about  to  take  place.  But  yet  the  medicines  muse 
be  continued,  niore  especially  if  the  patient  did  not  have  the  benefit  of 
early  medication  ;  and,  if  not  previously  done,  the  hair  should  be  shaved 
from  the  occiput,  and  a  blister  applied  over  that  part  of  (he  nucha. 
Sinapisms  should  also  be  applied  to  the  feet  and  legs  and  over  the 
epigastrium,  and  opium  and  the  other  cordials  above  mentioned,  con- 
tinued, until  the  patient  recovers  or  gets  beyond  the  power  of  medicine. 

Here  we  may  mention,  that  in  the  low  state  of  delirium  tremena,  the 
tincture  of  cantbarides  has  done  wonders  ;  it  is  one  of  the  best  and  moat 
powerful  stimulants  of  the  materia  medica,  and  may  be  given  in  the 
dose  of  forty  or  fifty  drops  every  two  or  three  hours,  until  it  produces 
its  specific  action  on  the  kidneys,  when  its  use  may  be  suspended  until 
the  strangury  abates,  and  then  it  may  be  again  prescribed,  it  the  patient 
requires  a  further  use  of  it.  In  every  case  where  we  have  employed 
the  tincture,  whenever  a  strangury  was  produced,  the  delirium  baa 
ceased  and  reason  returned ;  and  in  the  two  last  stages  of  this  species 
of  the  disease,  we  believe  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  eflTectual  remedies. 
Furthermore,  we  have  often  employed  the  tincture  in  the  low  stage  of 
typhus  fever  attended  with  delirium,  and  have  never  found  it  fail  to 
arouse  the  dormant  powers  of  the  system ;  and  whenever  strangury  was 
produced  by  its  employment,  the  delirium  has  uniformly  ceased  during 
its  continuance,  together  with  the  subsultus  tendinum.  If  persisted  in 
so  as  to  keep  up  a  moderate  strangury,  it  has  uniformly  cured  the  deb- 
xiiiiii.  It  may  also  be  regarded  as  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  the  treats 
ment  of  the  asthenic  delirium  tremens. 

During  the  course  of  treatment  of  this  disease,  little  or  no  nourish- 
ment is  required,  except,  that  of  a  liquid  kind— such  as  bread  water, 
sago,  arrow  root,  rice  water,  or  thin  gruel,  either  of  which  may  be  con»- 
bine^  with  the  brandy  or  wine  which  are  prescribed,  or  with  the  other 
atinrfulants ;  and  when  the  patient  becomes  convalescent,  a  light  and 
nourishing  diet  should  be  given  ;  also  the  digestive  organs  should  be  re- 
stored to  their  accustomed  vigor  by  the  use  of  tonics,  such  aa  bitter, 
berk,  and  some  one  of  the  preparations  of  iron,  and  quinine. 

The  delirium  traumaticum  of  Dupuytren  is  that  state  of  the  disease 
wh'ich  comes  on  after  external  injuries',  breaking  the  limbs,  amputatiooa, 
&c.,  whk:h  may  be  imputed  to  the  former  intemperate  habits  of  the 
patient,  and  sudden  withdrawing  of  the  accustomed  stimuUnts  during 
the  cure  of  the  injury.  Now  this  disease  may  be  prevented  by  albw- 
ing  the  patient  a  moderate  quantity  of  stimulants  during  his  confinement, 
and  taking  care  not  to  reduce  him  too  much  by  bleeding  and  other  de- 
pleting remedies.  But  when  the  disease  has  already  come  on,  it  will 
require  the  same  method  of  treatment  which  has  been  recommended  lor 
tbe  second  species. 

We  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  again  urging  our  brethren  of 
the  fiiculty  to  try  the  elFect  of  cold  water,  either  by  tbe  batb  or  eflusioa, 
in  combination  with  other  remedial  measures,  instead  of  excessive  qtian- 
tities  of  opium— especially  in  the  first  species,  and  in  the  two  first  stages 
of  tbe  second.    And  even  in  the  third  stage,  and  in  tbe  most  aatbeoie 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


906  Hot  Bathing,  if  c 

ewes,  water,  in  the  form  of  ibe  warm  bath,  or  the  warm  efiusioo,  will 
often  induce  sleep  and  be  productive  of  much  benefit  to  the  patient. 


HOT  BATHING,  &c. 

tCommanicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Iir  consequence  of  having  seen  related,  in  the  New  York  Express  of 
Nov.  4th,  a  case  of  insanity  produced  by  Thomsonian  medication,  I  am 
induced  to  send  you  the  following  remarks  on  the  effects  of  heat  and 
hoi  water  bathing  on  the  human  system.  I  do  not  propose  to  give  an 
elaborate  treatise,  or  treat  of  baths  in  general,  but  to  confine  my  remarks 
to  the  effects  of  those  of  a  temperature  greater  than  that  of  the  human 
lM>dy,  or  over  98  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer.  These  remarks 
fure  sot  offered  because  1  suppose  the  profession  at  all  ignorant  of  such 
inatters,  but  just  to  remind  the  junior  members  of  it  in  what  way  some 
of  the  mischiefs  of  Thomsonianism  are  committed  ;  and  should  this  be 
well  received,  I  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  give  you  my  views  on  lobelia. 

The  effects  of  a  very  hot  day  on  the  human  system  need  not  be  illus- 
trated. A  very  high  temperature,  however,  in  a  dry  atmosphere,  owing 
to  the  abstraction  of  caloric  by  perspiration,  may  be  endured  for  a  short 
time.  The  experiments  of  Dr.  Fordyce,  Sir  J.  Banks,  Sir.  Ch.  Blag- 
-deo  and  others,  are  familiar  to  all.  The  japanners  of  tin,  in  this  place, 
are  in  the  constant  habit  of  entering  their  ovens  for  drying  their  vamisb, 
when  at  a  very  high  temperature— -frequently  so  high  as  to  melt  the 
-solder  with  which  their  manufactures  are  united.  Sir  Charles  was  able 
■lo  sustain  a  temperature  of  250  degrees  Fahrenheit,  for  eight  minutes ; 
«t  the  end  of  this  time  his  pulse  was  144,  or  double  its  ordinary  fre^ 
tjuency)  and  he  felt  such  an  oppression  (congestion)  in  his  lungs,  with  a 
lense  of  anxiety,  as  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  room.  The  japanners 
«8sure  me  that  a  few  minutes  detention  in  their  hot  ovens  produces  op* 
pression  in  the  lungs,  difficult  breathing  and  faintness. 

But  in  hot  water,  either  in  a  liquid  or  aeriform  state,  the  effect  is 
very  different.  Here  there  is  no  escape  of  caloric  by  perspiration,  and  a 
temperature  onlya  little  above  that  of  the  human  body  can  be  borne  at 
'all  without  injury,  and  even  this  speedily  becomes  insupportable.  BouN 
gery,  in  his  treatise  on  lesser  surgery,  says,  "  some  few  experimenters 
-have  tried  the  effects  of  very  hot  baths  of  45  degrees  centigrade  ther- 
mometer ;  but  besides  that  the  employment  of  this  measure  is  attended 
with  no  beneficial  results,  experience  has  denx>nstrated  it  to  be  produc- 
tive of  alarming  congestion,  particulariy  of  the  head."  The  prejudice 
of  teany  of  the  common  people  in  North  Haven,  where  1  have  recently 
practised,  against  hot  baths,  was  so  great  that  they  were  generally  objected 
'to  whenever  I  proposed  their  use,  as,  they  said,  they  had  often  proved 
frtal  in  that  neighborhood.  The  vapor  bath,  in  the  hands  of  the  steam 
-doctors,  has  not  met  with  the  same  opposition,  although  not  less  fatal  in 
its  oorisequences.^ 

'     From  much  ihquiiy  and  research,  and  some  observation,  i  am  Iddlo 
think  that  the  following  are  the  ordinary  consequences  of  vapor  bathing 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Case  of  TripUti  and  of  Locked  Heads.  801 

at  a  temperature  from  98  to  115  degrees  Fahrenheit,  when  continued 
even  for  a  short  time.  The  operative  effects  begin  with  rapid  pulse, 
great  relaxation  and  exhaustion  of  vital  and  muscular  energy,  and  <;on- 
sequecit  congestion  in  the  large  cavities  of  the  body,  as  the  chest  and 
head,  with  difficult  and  laborious  respiration  and  pain  in  the  head.  If 
it  be  persevered  in,  epistaxis,  hemoptysis,  and  menorrhagia,  and,  if 
posited,  delirium  or  insanity,  corpa,  and  occasionally  death,  are  the  con* 
sequences.  That  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  this,  a  little  inquiry  will 
satisfy  even  the  most  sceptical.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  any  ofiei 
the  more  ignorant  and  knavish  the  better,  for  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  U.  S.  patent  law,  can  dose,  steam,  parboil^ 
produce  hemorrhage,  insanity,  and  death,  as  he  pleases;  and  if  any  in- 
telligent and  benevolent  individual  dares  to  question  the  propriety  of 
such  conduct,  he  is  at  once  anathematized  and  branded  as  a  friend  to 
exclusive  privileges,  an  aristocract,  an  enemy  to  human  rights  and  a 
traitor  to  his  coimtry  ;  and  should  he  be  a  physician,  and  so  unfortunate  as 
to  be  called  into  a  family  at  all  accessible  to  the  partisans  of  Thomson- 
ianism,  those  friends  of  good  order,  equal  rights  and  patent  privileges, 
bis  character  and  practice  are  slandered  to  bis  patient,  his  remedies  are 
denounced  as  poisons,  until  all  confidence  in  him  be  destroyed,  and  his 
patient  made  to  believe  that  all  his  sufferings  are  caused  by  his  physician. 
The  potency  of  steam,  lobelia  and  cayenne  are  portrayed  to  him  ;  bis 
physician  is  dismissed  ;  a  steam  doctor  is  sent  for,  who  confirnts  his  sus- 
picions. Such  things  are  truly  humiliating  to  a  high-minded  man  ;  but 
if  he  be  a  regularly  educated  and  practising  physician,  he  must  submit. 

One  word  more  on  the  operative  effects  of  hoUvapor  bathing,  as 
performed  by  the  professed  steam  doctors.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  profession  particularly  to  this  subject,  for  1  apprehend  that  few 
ai«  aware  of  the  immense  mischief  that  is  constantly  achieved  by  this 
•gent  alone.  Hemorrhage  is  a  common  consequence.  How  often  do 
we  hear  that  such  an  one  was  taken  with  bleeding  at  the  lungs,  soon 

after  being  "  steamed ;"  that  Miss  was  taken  with  flowing  in  the 

steam  box,  &c.  Two  cases  of  insanity,  produced  by  *^  steam in<^,"  have 
come  within  my  knowledjije.  The  first  was  Theo.  Eaton,  of  North 
Haven,  who  came  out  of  the  steam  box  insane,  and  continued  in  that 
state  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  other  case  I  do  not  give,  as  it  might 
wound  the  feelings  of  friends  if  it  came  to  their  knowledge.  A. 

Meriden,  Cl,  Nov.,  1837. 


CASE  OF  TRIPLETS  AND  OF  LOCKED  HEADS. 

A  CASE  of  this  kind  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Eve,  of 
Aue^usta,  on  the  24th  of  September  last. 

The  woman  was  a  delicate  negress,  aged  about  35  or  40  yoars.  Her 
health  had  been  bad  during  the  whole  period  of  gestation,  and  particu- 
larly about  the  time  of  parturition. 

-    The  first  birth  was  very  easy  and  rapid,  the  child  having  passetf  be* 
fcfe  tbe  doemr'e  arrival.     He  found  tbd  woman  on  ber  knees  oft  tfaa 
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floor,  leaning  upon  a  chair,  and  the  child  suspended  by  the  cord.  As 
soon  as  he  bad  made  ihe  ligature  on  and  cut  the  cord,  she  was  put  to 
bed,  and  he  found,  upon  examination,  tl)e  feet  of  another  child  present- 
ing. The  labor  progressed  with  the  second  child  in  this  presentatioD 
until  the  body  had  passed  as  far  as  the  armpits,  when,  in  consequence 
of  the  pains  becoming  weak,  and  the  fear  of  strangulation  of  the  cord, 
the  ergot  was  administered,  with  the  effect  of  increasing  the  force  of  the 
pains.  Tl>e  next  phenomenon  worthy  of  remark  was  the  indication  of 
undue  pressure  on  the  brain  of  the  second  child,  by  convulsive  contrac- 
tions of  its  legs.  At  the  same  time  the  woman  complained  of  severe 
pain  and  numbness  in  her  right  leg — ^the  same  side  at  which  the  head 
of  the  upper  child  presented.  A  farther  examination  was  then  instituted 
to  discover  the  cause  of  compression,  and  of  the  arrest ;  for  the  pelvis 
ivas  unusually  large,  and  the  child  rather'  small,  though  not  much  be- 
low the  average  size.  On  this  examination  the  doctor  discovered  the  head 
of  a  third  child  below  the  superior  strait,  whilst  the  bead  of  the  second, 
whose  body  was  delivered,  was  still  above  the  same  straiiy  constituting  a 
case  of  locked  heads.  His  first  attempt  was  to  dislodge  the  head  of 
the  third  child ;  but  this  was  soon  found  impracticable,  for  it  was  im- 
movably fixed  below  the  superior  strait.  Not  approving  the  plan  adopt- 
ed by  some,  of  delivering  the  upper  child  by  the  forceps,  before  deliv- 
ering the  head  of  the  lower,  he  determined  to  await  the  delivery  of  both 
together,  as  long  as  he  might  think  it  safe  to  the  mother,  and  if  neces- 
sary, ultimately  to  decapitate  the  lower  child,  press  the  head  up  from 
the  superior  strait,,  and  thus  allow  the  upper  one  to  pass,  or  assist  it  with 
forceps,  as  circumstances  might  demand.  Whilst  awaiting  the  issue  of 
this  plan,  he  requested  a  consultation ;  but  before  the  arrival  of  another 
physician,  and  within  little  more  than  an  hour  after  the  discovery  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  difficulty,  both  heads  passed.  The  superior  child 
made  some  spasmodic  movements  after  birth,  but  could  not  be  resusci- 
tated. Both  heads  were  very  much  indented  by  the  pressure  of  the 
other. 

Except  the  injury  inflicted  by  the  accident,  the  children  were  all  well 
formed,  and  very  little  below  ordinary  size.  Two  of  them  were  boys. 
The  mother  passed  her  accouchment  as  well  as  could  be  expected  un- 
der the  circumstance  of  her  previous  wretched  health. 

Many  cases  of  difficulty  and  perplexity  in  child-bearing  arise  from 
the  small  dimensions  of  the  pelvis ;  but  this  was  one  which  may  be 
fairly  attributed  to  too  large  a  pelvis;  for  had  this  been  of  ordinary  ca- 
pacity, the  head  of  the  third  child  could  not,  with  the  good  develop- 
ments of  both,  have  engaged  the  superior  strait,  with  the  head  of  the 
previous  child  enga^^ed  in  it,  and  the  bead  at  or  near  the  superior  plane. 
•— iSotUAem  Med.  Jour. 


DTERVILLA   CANADENSIS. 

N.  B.  Pickett  writes  to  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sui^i- 
cal  Jouraal  to  say  that  a  plant  in  the  vicinity  of  Great  Bacriogtoo,  Maw. 
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IS  held  in  high  repute  as  a  tpecific  for  the  erytheniatic  inflamination 
produced  by  Rhus  toxicodendron,  Rhus  radicans,  &c.  An  infusion 
of  the  bruised  leaves  and  twigs  is  applied.  The  writer  also  under* 
stands  that  it  is  used  in  calculous  affections,  and  is  known  b)  the  popular 
name  of  bush  honeysuckle,  and  is  the  Diervilla  Canadensis  of  Eaton. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  learn  the  sentiments  of  Professor  Tully  and 
Dr.  Hooker,  to  whom  reference  is  niade  for  information.  At  the  same 
time  we  feel  it  a  duty  to  say,  not  only  fit>m  our  own  observation,  but 
more  confidently  from  the  abundant  observation  and  experience  of  a  ju- 
dicious medical  friend,  that  there  is  perhaps  no  disease,  the  smallpox  it* 
self,  which  is  in  its  periods  one  of  the  roost  uniform  of  all  diseases,  nol 
excepted,  whose  course  is  more  certain  to  be  run,  despite  of  all  reme* 
dies,  than  the  erythematic  or  eruptive  inflammation  which  arises  from 
the  diflerent  species  of  Rhus — that  it  is  unifoimly  stated  in  its  periods, 
exacerbating  for  the  three  first  days,  and  being  well  by  the  termination 
of  the  seventh.  The  fact  of  its  regular  termination,  as  well  as  its  regu- 
lar period  for  decline,  not  being  generally  observed,  renders  it  probable 
that  many  articles  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  named  as  remedies, 
only  from  the  fact  of  their  having  been  resorted  to  during  the  spontane- 
ous decline,  or  termination  of  tlie  disease. 

We  have  often  observed,  and  for  a  long  time  believed,  that  a  lotion  of 
strong  salt  and  water,  or  an  alkaline  lixive,  seemed  to  possess  the  power 
of  gradually  modifying  and  promptly  dispelling  the  inflammation,  with 
its  attendant  distressing  itching,  burning  and  swelling.  But  the  charac- 
ter of  the  disease  being  considered,  we  are  left  in  doubt  whether  the  im* 
provement  observed,  instead  of  being  in  the  relation  of  effect,  to  the 
application  as  cause,  is  not  a  mere  coincidence. 

In  order  then  to  deduce  the  truth  as  to  the  remedial  virtues  of  Dier- 
villa Canadensis,  or  any  other  supposed  remedy  for  tl)is  disease,  the 
period  and  peculiar  character  of  the  disease  should  be  carefully  marked, 
ki  coooection  with  the  administration  of  the  remedy. 

As  to  *<  specific  "  virtues,  as  understood  in  medicine — an  infallible 
curative  power-»we  have  long  doubted  whether  the  term  had  properly 
ft  place  in  regular  medicine. — Ibid. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     DECEMBER    13,    1837. 


PROGRESS  OF   ANIMAL  MAGNETISM* 

That  indefatigable  man,  who  is  perseverance  personified,  M.  Poyeni 
whom  we  roost  heartily  wish  had  devoted  himself  with  equal  zeal  to  some 
other  course  of  study,  has  pounced  upon  the  community  with  an  unlooked- 

•  ppogfMt  of  AnIiDtl  M^ipietiiffl  In  New  EnKl«nd,  betiiff  •  eolleetlon  of  esperimeiiM,  refMrtt  mn4 
c«rtifleatas  from  the  moot  respoetable  loarMi,  preceded  by  a  diMertatlon  on  ihe  proojb  of  aalnwl 
flMfBattom.    B/  Obarlet  Poyeo,  St.  Baaf our.    BoMoo :  WeaJu,  Jordan  k,  Co.    ISno.  p.  llfi. 
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for  book,  eotttled  the  Progress  of  Animal  Magnetism  in  New  England. 
Now  the  true  state  of  things  in  relation  to  this  pablication  is  this-^viz. 
it  is  a  re-arrangement  of  old  matter  with  a  new  title,  plaited  and  folded 
in  the  nicest  typographical  order,  so  that  it  is  the  easiest  thing  imagin- 
able to  turn  to  ^^  proofs  of  animal  nuif^iiifa  derived  from  human  teili^ 
mofijf,"  or  to  ^'  ammal  magnetism  in  Boston  and  Us  vtciniU/y'^  of  which 
there  is,  to  our  apprehension,  but  a  precious  little.  Then  k>IIows  "  ani- 
mal magnetism  in  Providence  and  vicinity,"  where  there  has  been  ver/ 
extraordinary  excitement,  and  an  exhibition  of  a  something  called  mag- 
netism, not  very  well  understood.  Finally,  in  walks  the  actress  of  all 
work-— a  young  woman  who  has  perambolated  the  coast,  not  precisely 
from  Dan  to  Beersheba,  but  from  the  borders  of  Rhode  Island  to  Boston, 
and  from  thence  to  Salem,  sleeping  scientifically  at  all  appointed  stop« 
ping  places,  as  soundly  as  a  boor  in  church-time,  that  we,  doubtless,  might 
have  ocular  demonstration  of  her  facility  in  playing  the  fool.  Other  sec* 
tions,  embracing  topics  intimately  connected  with  the  subject,  are  inter- 
woven in  a  manner  to  give  effect  and  finish  to  the  whole. 

Accompanying  this  book  is  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  seventy-two  pages^ 
entitled  ^^  A  LeUer  to  Col.  William  L.  Stone,  of  Mw  York,  on  the  facts 
related  in  his  letter  to  Dr,  Brigham,  and  a  plain  refutation  of  Mr.  Durant*$ 
exposition  of  animal  magnetismy"  by  the  same  author  ;  but  it  has  no  claim 
\^  upon  us  for  further  notice.  The  first,  the  Progress,  because  it  purports 
"^  to  be  a  history  of  facts,  and  probably  will  be  appealed  to  at  some  future 
period  as  a  veritable  history,  we  feel  bound  to  notice  particuUrly. 

Some  weeks  since,  we  made  a  special  jaunt  to  Providence  to  witness 

<  ^  I     pbenomeno  with  which  the  welkin  was  then  ringing,  and  fully  intended  to 

^  I     repeat  the  visit,  with  a  view  of  giving  our  own  ^gj^iogi^jj^jm^Jgo^lBiiifC*' 

Kj     *«pi  ^Kaaryi^if^^^  upou  auimal  magnetism  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been  con- 

.^•'      venient  to  go,  and  consequently  we  are  not  prepared  to  speak  with  con- 

'^       fidence  at  present.     In  the  mean  while,  pamphlets  have  been  issued  pro 

and  con,  till  their  sale,  in  the  hands  of  the  trade,  at  least,  has  yielded  a 

better  profit  to  them  than  to  their  sapient  authors — for  in  the  sequel  we 

opine  it  will  turn  out  like  the  fabled  law  suit  of  two  cats,  which  appealed 

to  a  monkey  to  decide  which   of  them  had  a  legal  right  to  a  certain 

oyster.     The  judge  declared  that,  in  the  first  plaee,  he  should  take  the 

tpeat  himself,  and  afterwards  divide  the  shell  between  the  parlies. 

That  this  duodecimo  of  Monsieur  Poyen  is  just  what  it  purports  i9 
be,  a  republication  of  all  the  articles  which  have  appeared  in  journals, 
the  public  papers,  &c.,  is  true  ;  but  whether  these  are  not  occasionally 
overcharged,  and  the  writers,  under  the  workings  of  an  excited  imagina- 
tion, have  not  deceived  themselves,  remains  to  be  proved.  No  one 
point,  so  far  as  this  work  is  concerned,  is  any  better  established  than 
when  the  furor  first  commenced. 

Let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  discover  for  ourselves, 
nor  do  we  intimate,  that  this  champion — possessing  more  moral  honestyy 
more  general  erudition,  more  science,  and  more  of  that  indomitable 
spirit  which  scorns  the  shafts  of  ridicule,  than  aioiest  aay  other  man— is 
to  be  branded  with  the  name  of  hypocrite,  knave  or  impostor.  He  mus^ 
have  honest  intentions,  who  nan  openly  face  an  army  of  opponents,  as 
frequently  characterized  by  vindictiveoess  as  any  other  quality,  and  yet  , 
oppose  no  other  weapons  than  those  which  he  denominates  facts,  and  the 
principles  of  a  sound  philosophy.  After  all,  it  is  possible  that  he  is  more 
grossly  deceived,  than  deceiving. 

Those  particularly  desirous  of  having  all  the  American  animal  mag- 
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netism  whtoh  has  been  elaborated  up  to  this  date,  in  a  compact  forn,  will 
find  it  here.  Of  the  value  of  the  testimony — who  can  decide  when  doc- 
tors disagree? 

College  of  Pharmacy, — An  institution  bearing  this  name  appears  to  be 
in  successful  operation  in  the  city  of  New  York.  A  course  of  lectures,, 
to  continue  three  months,  was  commenced  on  Monday  of  last  week,  De- 
cember 4th.  Dr.  Jno.  H.  Griscom  fills  the  chair  of  Chemistry,  and  Dr. 
J.  S.  Rodgers  that  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy.  Besides  the  im- 
mediate application  of  these  sciences  to  the  daily  business  of  the  apothe- 
cary, much  useful  and  interesting  instruction  is  imparted.  Members  of 
the  association,  by  which  is  probably  to  be  understood  regular  druggista 
and  apothecaries,  have  their  apprentices  admitted  for  seven  dollars  ^  all 
ethers  are  to  pay  ten  for  their  tickets. 

The  skeleton  of  a  similar  school  is  in  being  somewhere  in  Boston  ;  but 
in  whose  particular  keeping,  we  know  not.  If  an  annual  course  of  lec- 
tures could  be  delivered  for  the  exclusive  use  and  behoof  of  the  appren- 
tices of  apothecaries  in  this  city,  we  are  sure  that  great  good  would  re- 
suit  from  them.  If,  however,  the  times  are  unfavorable  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  regular  ^stem  of  pharmaceutical  instruction,  what  harm  would 
accrue  were  that  particular  class  of  young  men  furnished  by  their  mas- 
ters with  tickets  of  admission  to  the  lectures  on  chemistry  and  materia 
medial  at  the  Mason  Street  College  ? 


Ji  new  Medical  Journal, — It  is  said  that  a  new  Medical  Journal  has  re- 
cently been  projected  at  New  York  by  an  association  of  young  physi- 
cians, who  feel  that  it  is  a  reproach  to  the  profession  of  that  great  city  to 
be  without  one  in  the  whole  State.  Why  those  which  sailed  oflT  so  gal- 
lantly before  the  breeze  of  popular  opinion,  within  the  last  dozen  years, 
were  stranded  in  the  early  part  of  their  voyage,  we  know  not.'  Mr. 
Webster's,  which  expired  about  a  year  since,  could  not  have  died  of  in- 
anition, surely — if  it  did,  there  is  no  hope  for  another.  A  notion  pre- 
vaik,  to  a  considerable  extent,  that  medical  periodicals  are  profitablcH-a 
mistake  which  a  score  of  experimenters  have  found  out  too  late.  Rather , 
however,  than  discourage  enterprise,  by  citing  disasters  or  detailing  items 
of  oiMT  own  experience,  to  convince  any  person  having  the  genuine  ca- 
ooethes  acribendi,  that  numberless  vexations  and  pecuniary  losses  must 
neces/Mirily  grow  out  of  the  business,  it  is  preferable  that  the  adventurer 
make  a  fair  trial.  We  however  wish  the  editor  of  the  new  Journal, 
should  it  have  a  being,  a  generous  and  sustaining  patronage. 


Weekly  Btport  of  Caeee  at  the  Marine  HoepiiaL — In  fulfilment  of  my 
UftUiDtioo  expressed  in  the  last  number  of  your  Journal,  I  send  you  a  list. 
€^  cases  admitted  during  the  week  ending  the  7th  inst.  Yours,  &g. 

U.  S.  Marine  HaepUalj  Dec.  7,  1837.  C.  H.  Stsdmajc. 

fTumber  of  patients  remakiisg  Dec.  Ist,  70.    Admitted  since  : 
Bronchitis,  acute,        -        -        1     Dysentery,        -        *        .         i 
Cartes  of  tibia,        .        .      -      1     Enteritis^  .         •         *         1 

Delirium  tremens,        -        -        3    Felon,  -  -         -.         i 

Diarrhcea,  chronic,        -       -      i    GoMrrbcBa>         .        .       .,        t 
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Headache,          ... 

1     Wound,  lacerated, 

1 

Psoriasis,  inveterate, 

— « 

Rheumatism,  acute^ 

1            Total, 

17 

"           chronic, 
Syphilis,  primary, 

1  """..a.  i?:sr''  -■ 

4 
IS 

Tumor,  large  cellular, 

— 

Ulcer  (20  inches  in  circumfer- 

Remaining,       -        -        - 

70 

ence),        -          -         . 

1 

TVoubUsome  Jliomsonism. — A  man  whose  name  is  Crafts,  who,  by  way 
of  eminence,  is  reputed  lo  be  at  the  head  of  the  Thomsonian  faculty  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  has  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  on  two 
high  charges — viz.  for  procuring  an  abortion,  and  for  murdering  a 
Mrs.  Lincoln,  by  the  administration  of  his  infallible  remedies.  The 
first  object  was  unfortunately  accomplished,  as  appears  from  the  evidence 
adduced  before  the  grand  jury.  Although  Mrs.  L.  was  enceinte,  and 
far  advanced,  the  fcstus  has  not  been  found.  The  death  of  Mrs.  L.  ia 
represented  to  have  been  rather  a  gradual  operation,  but  fatally  brought 
about  by  his  agency.  Many  important  developments  may  be  expected 
in  the  course  of  the  trial,  which  will  probably  be  faithfully  reported. 


Porbraii  of  Dr.  Jtukson. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Maasa- 
chusetts  General  Hospital,  Dec.  3d,  it  was  voted  that  Dr.  Jackson  be 
requested  to  sit  for  a  portrait,  to  some  artist  of  distinction,  to  be  kept  ii\_' 
the  hospital,  as  a  memorial  of  one  who  has  labored  long  and  faithfufly  in 
that  institution,  and  contributed,  by  his  personal  character  and  high  pro- 
fessional acquirements,  to  gain  for  the  hospital  a  reputation  which  we 
trust  will  never  wane.  If,  instead  of  a  portrait,  a  marble  bust  were  exe-  , 
cuted,  it  would  be  altogether  preferable,  and  a  much  more  enduring 
monument  of  a  man  whom  the  profession  delight  to  honor. 


Weekly  MorialUy  of  Mw  York, — ^The  deaths  in  that  city  for  the  week 
ending  Dec.  ^d,  were  one  hundred  and  mfi«,  and  yet  no  particular  disease 
is  prevalent.  Of  these  27  were  men,  19  women,  31  boys,  and  32  girls. 
Twenty-five  were  returned  consumption,  fourteen  convulsions,  and  three 
smallpox.  Seventv-three  were  natives  of  the  United  States,  21  of  Ire- 
land, 7  of  England,  1  of  Scotland,  1  of  France,  and  3  of  Germany. 


Ccuarean  Section  tMer  Death  of  the  Mother. — This  operation  was  re- 
cently performed  in  England,  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  and 
without  success.  The  mother  had  suffered  for  four  montfhs  under  a 
chronic  affection  of  the  brain,  having  also  vomited  during  that  time  most 
of  the  food  taken  into  the  stomach.  She  died  in  convulsions,  at  the 
seventh  month  of  pregnancy.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  afler  death,  a  mo- 
tion being  felt  with  the  hand  over  the  uterus,  the  .Cesarean  section  was 
made,  and  the  fostus  carefully  removed.  The  heart  was  acting,  and 
there  was  pulsation  at  the  umbilical  cord.  It  was  immediately  introduced 
into  a  warm  bath,  and  artificial  respiration  produced  by  means  of  the  tra- 
cheal pipe.  The  pulsation  continued  about  twenty  minutes,  and  then 
ceased  ;  no  efforts  could  restore  it. 
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Cowpox  and  Measle$  at  the  same  timcy  in  Uie  same  patient.  —Eighteen 
tnonths  ago,  the  following  case  occurred  in  our  practice.  A  fennale  in- 
faot,  1]  months  old,  was  vaccinated  on  the  20th  of  February  ;  and  on 
the  24th,  there  was  a  heahliy  and  well-formed  vesicle,  which,  however, 
was  rather  large  for  the  4th  day.  On  the  following  night  the  child  be- 
came feverish,  thirsty  and  restless,  and  the  next  morning  had  a  palpable 
morbilloos  efflorescence,  which,  by  night,  was  general  over  its  body,  with 
a  cough,  hoarseness  and  watery  eyes.  On  the  26th,  no  areola  had  yet 
began  to  form  around  the  vesicle,  and  it  had  scarcely  grown  the  least 
from  the  fifth  day.  On  the  28th,  the  efflorescence  disappeared,  but  the 
vesicle  remained  unchanged.  On  the  29th  it  was  larger,  and  a  slight  areola 
had  begun  to  appear.  The  child *s  health  was  restored.  On  the  first  of 
March  the  vesicle  was  still  larger,  but  the  areola  had  not  yet  increased, 
and  no  appearance  of  scabbing  existed.  Circumstances  prevented  our 
seeing  the  patient  again.  The  measles  were  more  or  less  prevalent  in 
the  city  at  the  time,  hut  the  child  was  not  known  to  have  been  exposed 
to  the  contagion.  The  reader  will  note,  that,  in  this  case,  the  eruptive 
fever  lasted  but  a  short  time  before  the  efflorescence  came  out,  that  it 
was  transient,  and  that  the  catarrhal  symptoms  followed  it  ;  still  we  pre- 
•ome  the  disease  to  have  been  measles,  modified  by  the  action  of  the 
vaccine  virus  ;  and  that  the  two  contagions  exerted  on  each  other,  as  to 
their  effects,  a  reciprocal  influence. — Western  Med.  Jour 


Pure  Water, — A  writer  in  the  London  Lancet,  states  that  the  good 
people  of  Boston  are  peculiarly  subject  to  attacks  of  colica  pictonum,  or 
dry  belly  ache,  from  the  existence  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  water,  which, 
acting  upon  the  leaden  pipes,  produces  carbonate  of  lead,  perhaps  the  most 
active  form  in  which  that  metal  proves  deleterious  to  the  human  system. 
If  this  were  the  only  way  in  which  the  water  of  this  city  proves  injurious 
^to  health,  we  would  not  complain,  preferring,  as  we  do,  the  invasion  of 
an  acute  disease,  manifesting  itself  by  obvious  symptoms,  to  the  slow  and 
insidious  progress  of  maladies  which  fatally  undermine  the  constitution, 
before  we  are  scarcely  aware  of  their  approach. 

Medical  Mscellany,^Dr.  Joseph  L.  Craft,  a  Thomsonian  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  has  been  indicted  for  murder.  If  found  guilty,  instead  of  being 
executed  with  a  rope,  it  is  proposed  to  give  him  a  chance  for  life  by  tak- 
ing three  courses  of  his  own  medicine. — Smallpox  has  appeared  in  the 
town  of  Fort  Ann,  N.  Y. — Dr.  A.  B.  Cabanis,  who  was  recently  tried  at 
tluntsville,  Alabama,  for  having  killed,  in  self  defence,  his  brother-in- 
low,  has  been  acquitted. — Dr.  John  Parker,  of  Pensacola,  has  disappear- 
ed from  home  in  a  manner  to  lead  to  fearful  apprehensions  that  his  life 
has  been  taken. — The  last  bulletin  from  Rome  states  that  five  new  cases 
of  cholera  had  occurred  ;  ninety,  in  all,  are  reported  cured.  Dr,  Deitz, 
a  German,  has  acquired  considerable  reputation  in  the  eternal  city  for 
his  success  in  cholera.  The  Roman  physicians  insist  on  a  sanitary  cor- 
don.—Dr.  Harvey,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  is  ordered  to  Baton  Rouge,  to  re- 
lieve Dr.  R.  Clarke,  who  is  to  proceed  to  Fort  Brooke,  Florida.  As- 
sistant Surgeon Heiskell  is  waiting  orders,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Cuyler, 
ordered  to  Fort  Pike,  La.-"Dr.  Goodrich,  who  killed  a  man,  at  Houston, 
Texas,  has  finally  ffot  his  quietus,  having  been  shot  in  a  violent  quarrel.— 
At  Berlin,  the  cholera  is  fast  abating.  From  the  2d  to  the  Sd  of  Oct. 
there  were  21  new  cases,  and  firom  the  3d  to  the  4tb,  18  and  14  deaths. 
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PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  EPIDEMIC  INFLUENZA, 

AS  IT  APPBABXD   IN   CBXLTSNHAM,  XHO.,    IIT  THE  BEOINNllTO   OF  THE    PBE8ERT  TEAS. 

BT    JAMES    m'caBE,    H.D.,    OF     CHELTENHAM. 

«  Difficiltf  ett  eommimia  bene  dicere."— Hoiaob. 

The  observation  of  the  poet,  which  I  have  placed  at  the  head  of  this 
paper,  applies  well  to  the  disease  of  which  I  am  here  about  to  attempt 
a  descriptioo.  The  epidemic  iofluenza  which  has  so  recently  extended 
itself  throughout  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  having  presented,  on  its 
first  appearance,  the  symptoms  merely  of  an  ordinary  cold,  it  is,  per- 
haps, the  more  difficult  to  convey,  in  terms  sufficiently  definite,  the 
essential  and  characteristic  distinction,  or  diflference,  between  an  ordi- 
nary cold  or  catarrh,  with  its  accompanying  fever,  and  the  late  formida- 
ble, atid  too  frequently  latal,  epidemic. 

To  this  similarity  6f  symptoms,*at  the  begfnning  of  the  attack,  may, 
}n  a  great  degree,  be  attributed  whatever  mortality  was  occasioned  by 
the  influenza.  Elderly  persons,  who,  for  years,  had  been  accustomed 
in  the  winter  season  to  catarrhal  afiTections,  disregarded  its  first  attack, 
and  merely  had  recourse  to  tlieir  accustomed  remedies.  The  remedies 
used  were  frequently  stimulant,  and  the  public  press  too  generally  lent 
the  sanction  of  pretended  authority,  and  the  contagious  stimulus  of 
publicity,  to  the  recommendation  of  dangerous  specifics.  A  teaspoon- 
ful  of  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  and  the  same  quantity  of  paregoric  elixir, 
was  one  of  these  dangerous  specifics,  ostentatiously  paraded  in  the  pub- 
lic papers  as  an  infallible  remedy  for  the  cure  of  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic ;  and  the  physician,  when  at  length  consulted,  at,  perhaps,  an  ad- 
vanced stage  of  the  disease,  frequently  found  that  such  a  dose  had  been 
taken  night  after  night,  until,  at  length,  the  inflammation  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  air  cells  of  the  lungs,  which  at  first  had  been,  probar 
bly,  merely  catarrhal,  increased  by  this  strong  stimulant  and  opiate,  had 
terminated  in  chronic  bronchitis,  threatening  immediate  sufifocation,  from 
the  efiSjsion  of  phlegm  and  mucus,  and  often  of  a  muco-purulent  fluid 
into  the  bronchial  ramifications. 

Another  symptom  which,  in  elderly  persons,  frequently  masked  the 
real  disease,  was  lumbago ;  shooting  pains  about  the  back  and  loins  gen- 
erally accompanied  the  first  accession  of  the  epidemic,  and  persons  who 
had  long  been  accustomed  to  such  pains,  could  not  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  they  were  different  from  those  of  ordinary  himbago.  The 
SO 
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only  fatal  case  which  happened  in  my  own  practice,  occurred  in  this 
way.  A  lady,  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  who  had  narrowly  escaped 
from  the  epidemic  influenza  of  1833,  was  attacked  with  pams  and 
stitches  about  the  lumbar  region  during  the  prevalence  of  the  late  epi- 
demic. Happening  to  call  upon  her,  1  found  her  ill  in  bed,  with  what  I 
foresaw  would  be  a  dangerous  attack  of  the  influenza,  and  having 
brought  her,  with  great  difficulty,  through  the  epidemic  of  1833,  I  ap- 
prised her  of  the  necessity  of  having  immediate  recourse  to  remedies. 
This  advice  she  refused  to  comply  with,  asserting  her  conviction  that  i( 
was  not  the  influenza,  but  lumbago,  with  which  she  was  attacked,  and 
staling  that  she  had  already  applied  a  belladonna  plaster  to  her  back, 
which,  in  such  attacks,  she  had  always  found  an  infallible  remedy.  I 
beard  no  more  of  her  for  the  following  six  or  seven  days,  when  I  was 
summoned  to  attend  her;  but  it  was, now  too  late.  The  lungs  were 
engorged  with  a  muco-purulent  matter,  which  impeded  the  circulation 
and  respiration,  and  which  she  had  not  the  power  to  expectorate.  The 
distressing  rale  increased,  the  sensorium  became  afTecied,  and  she  died 
on  the  fourth  day  after  i  had  been  called  into  attendance,  and,  probably, 
the  eleventh  or  twelfth  from  the  first  attack  of  the  epidemic. 

A  circumstance  of  some  practical  importance  attended  this  case,  with 
which  the  patient  made  me  acquainted  a  day  or  two  before  its  fatal  ter- 
mination. During  her  attack  of  influenza,  in  the  epidemic  of  1833,  the 
expectoration  was  most  profuse,  and  became  of  a  muco-purulent  nature 
towards  the  termination  of  the  disease ;  after  the  accompanying  fever 
had  entirely  ceased,  the  same  sort  of  discharge  took  place  from  the  mu* 
cous  membrane  of  the  inte^ines.  Finding  her  greatly  weakened  by, 
and  in  danger  of  sinking  under,  these  discharges,  1  ordered  her  port-* 
wine  negus.  This  remedy  acted  most  beneficially,  almost  instan- 
taneously checking  the  expectoration  and  intestinal  discharges.  Recol- 
lecting this  circumstance,  the  patient  told  me  that  she  had  of  herself 
tried  the  same  remedy,  almost  at  the  beginning  of  her  late  and  fatal  at- 
tack, but  that,  instead  of  deriving  any  benefit  from  it,  her  fever  had 
been  greatly  increased,  and  her  breathing  rendered  still  more  difficult. 
This  circumstance  shows  the  impropriety  of  having  recourse  to  stimu- 
lating remedies  in  the  early  stages  of  the  influenza,  and  the  injurious 
eflFects  that  may  probably  have  resulted  to  the  public  by  the  prescrip- 
tions recommended  through  the  public  press ;  for  a  small  quantity  of 
warm  port-wine  negus  is  by  no  ujeans  so  powerful  or  so  dangerous  a 
stimulant  as  paregoric  elixir  and  nitrous  ether  in  the  early  stages  of 
bronchial  inflammation. 

The  first  manifestation  of  an  attack  of  the  epidemic  influenza  was 
seen  in  its  effects  on  the  pulmonary  apparatus,  and  the  cavities  about 
the  face  and  fauces  which  are  ordinarily  aflfected  by  catarrhal  discharges. 
A  fever  of  a  very  peculiar  nature  generally  accompanied  this  attack. 
The  peculiarity  of  the  fever  consisted  in  a  nervous  restlessness  and 
watchfulness,  which  accompanied  its  first  accession,  together  with  an 
anxiety  and  apprehension  which  in  general  appeared  to  exceed  the  im- 
portance or  apparent  danger  of  the  attack.  The  discharge  from  the 
mucous  meinbran^of  the  nose,  and  cavities  about  the  face  and  fauces. 
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was  different  from  the  tb!n  catarrhal  discbarges  which  ordinarily  accom- 
pany a  commou  cold ;  it  was  thick,  yellow,  and,  in  some  instances,  white, 
as  if  the  albuminous  part  of  the  blood  was  secreted  from  the  mucous 
surfaces,  lining  the  cavities  about  the  face  ;  and  the  same  kind  of  secre- 
tion, extending  into  the  bronchial  rami6cations  of  the  lungs,  gave  to  the 
expectoration,  which,  in  most  instances,  was  profuse,  the  appearance  of 
a  muco-purulent  discharge,  particularly  in  the  mornings,  when  thickened 
and  condensed  by  having  remained  for  some  time  in  the  bronchial 
ramiQcalions. 

'  With  regard  to  the  description  of  persons  most  liable  to  the  influenza, 
it  appeared  to  attack  all  indiscriminately  ;  the  very  young  and  the  very 
old,  and  such  as  were  otherwise  infirm,  as  might  be  expected,  suffered 
the  most  severely.  It  was  among  such  only,  in  Cheltenham  at  least, 
that  any  fatal  cases  occurred.  The  disease  generally  attacked  all  the 
members  of  a  family,  either  simultaneously  or  in  rapid  succession.  This 
circumstance  led  many  to  the  opinion,  that  the  influenza  was  propagated 
by  personal  contagion.  But  the  rapidity  with  which  it  attacked  not 
only  the  population  of  towns,  but  the  whole  community,  is  scarcely  re- 
concileable  with  that  opinion.  Various  statistical  circumstances,  in  towns 
and  districts  of  country,  may  hasten  or  retard  the  development  of  a  dis- 
ease arising  from  atmospheric  causes,  so  that  some  appearance  of  suc- 
cession may  be  observed  in  its  progi^ss  in  different  localities,  and  various 
degrees  of  susceptibility  to  the  impressions  of  the  disease  may  exist  in 
different  individuals,  which  may  occasion  a  succession  in  its  attacks 
even  in  the  same  locality.  The  general  characteristics,  however,  of  an 
epidemic,  that  is,  of  a  disease  which  seizes  at  once,  or  nearly  so,  upon 
whole  communities,  seemed  rather  to  belong  to  the  influenza,  than  those 
of  a  disease  arising  from  personal  contagion,  and  afterwards  spreading 
by  the  slow  and  successive  progress  of  contagious  propagation. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  influenza,  it  varied,  of  course, 
according  to  the  circumstances  attending  each  individual  case  ;  such  as 
the  habit  of  body  and  previous  state  of  health  of  the  party  attacked  ; 
the  periods  at  which  the  physician  was  first  called  in,  and  the  functional 
or  organic  derangements  with  which  the  affection  of  the  chest  might 
have  been  complicated.  In  most  cases  the  affection  of  the  chest  was 
complicated,  either  at  its  commencement  or  during  its  progress,  with 
derangement  of  the  biliary  system ;  and  some  cases  were  accompanied 
by  actual  jaundice,  attended  with  excruciating  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
gall  bladder,  leading  to  the  suspicion  of  the  presence  of  gall  stones.  In 
such  complications,  small  doses  of  calomel  and  James's  powder,  with 
warm  baths  or  fomentations  to  the  region  of  the  liver,  together  with 
mild  aperients,  were  found  to  be  most  successful  remedies. 

The  fever  which  accompanied  the  influenza  seldom  required  general 
bloodletting  ;  but  the  difficulty  of  breathing  often  required  local  deple- 
tion, by  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  chest.  I  was  called,  much 
about  the  same  time,  to  two  ladies  who  were  attacked  by  the  epidemic  ; 
they  were  both  of  full  habits  of  body,  and  both  in  the  prime  of  life. 
In  both  cases  there  was  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  high  fever.  In 
one  of  these  cases  I  immediately  directed  the  application  of  a  dozen 
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leeches  to  the  chest,  besides  giving,  internally,  James's  powder  and  the 
extract  of  hyosciamus,  with  nitrous  and  mucilaginous  drinks.  As  the 
other  lady  happened  to  be  then  very  near  the  period  of  her  accouch- 
ment,  I  hesitated  about  ordering  the  leeches,  and  at  6rst  confined  the 
treatment  to  general  remedies.  On  visiting  both  patients  next  morning, 
I  found  so  great  an  improvement  in  the  case  in  which  the  leeches  had 
been  applied,  and  found  that  the  other  patient  had  passed  so  restless  a 
night,  that  I  immediately  directed  the  leeches  to  be  applied,  which,  in 
this  case,  also,  produced  immediate  relief;  and  in  both  were  followed 
by  a  speedy  and  perfect  recovery. 

[n  thet;ase  of  an  infant,  also,  about  six  months  old,  to  which  I  was 
called  in  consultation,  the  application  of  a  few  leeches  was  attended 
with  the  greatest  benefit ;  indeed  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  life  of  the  little  patient  was  saved  by  that  remedy.  When  I  was 
first  called  in  to  see  the  child,  it  was  black  in  the  face  and  gasping  for 
breath,  the  power  of  respiration,  and  also  of  deglutition,  being  almost 
entirely  suspended :  and  such  was  the  state  of  prostration  to  which  it 
was  reduced  that  I  had  some  difficulty  in  persuading  the  medical  attend- 
ant to  try  the  eflfect  of  leeches,  lest  the  child  should  expire  during  their 
application.  By  stating,  however,  my  opinion  strongly  that  nothing 
else  but  taking  away  blood  from  the  engorged  vessels  about  the  throat, 
by  the  application  of  leeches,  afforded  the  slightest  chance  of  recovery, 
it  was  agreed  to,  and  two  leeches  were  applied  immediately,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  trachea ;  the  laborious  heavings  and  eflbrts  which  ac- 
companied the  respiration,  occasioned  the  leeches  to  bleed  profusely ; 
the  little  patient  was  quickly  relieved  ;  it  subsequently  recovered,  and  is 
DOW  a  healthy  child. 

The  fever  and  bronchial  inflammation,  or  irritation  accompanying  the 
influenza,  having  been  reduced  by  leeches,  mild  aperients,  James's  pow- 
der, and  nitrous  and  mucilaginous  drinks,  some  diffusible  stimuli  became 
useful,  and,  perhaps,  necessary ;  for  in  cases  in  which  the  patient  had 
been  kept  long  on  the  antiphlogistic  plan  of  treatment,  the  disease  some- 
times put  on  a  typhoid  character.  At  this  stage  of  the  influenza  the 
following  mixture  was  found  highly  beneficial :  R.  Almond  and  cam- 
phor mixture,  of  each  three  ounces  ;  tincture  of  hyosciamus,  and  spirit 
of  nitrous  ether,  of  each  one  drachm ;  Battley's  sedative  opium,  twen- 
ty drops  ;  syrup  of  balsam  of  Tol.,  half  a  drachm.  Two  large  spoon- 
fuls three  or  four  times  a  day. 

The  above  mixture  generally  afforded  sufficient  stimulation  to  obviate 
the  typhus  tendency,  and,  at  the  same  time,  relieved  the  distressing 
cough  which,  at  this  stage  of  the  disease,  often  harassed  the  patient. 
Light  broths  might  now  be  allowed,  and  where  care  was  taken  to  pre- 
vent a  relapse,  the  patients  in  general  rapidly  recovered. 

In  conclusion,  the  influenza  of  1837  could  not,  abstractedly,  be  con- 
sidered a  very  formidable  disease,  and  patients,  generally  speaking,  re- 
covered from  the  severer  symptoms  in  a  very  short  time ;  relapses, 
however,  were  frequent,  and  when  we  consider  how  extensively  the 
epidemic  prevailed  throughout  the  country,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that, 
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as  one  of  its  many  aod  complicated  consequences,  it  has  entailed  upon 
the  community  an  increased  disposition  to  pulmonary  diseases. 


VERMINOUS  IRRITATION  AS  SIMULATING  OTHER  DISEASES. 

BT   WM.   MARKLBT   LBfi,  M.D.,   OW   INDIAlfTOWN,   8.   C. 

Intestinal  worms  are  often  improperly  supposed  to  excite  fever  in  the 
human  subject ;  for  every  experienced  physician  can  recall  instances  in 
which  worms  have  been  discharged^  and  in  which  the  friends  of  the 
patient  have  in  consequence  ascribed  the  febrile  symptoms  to  verminous 
irritation,  whereas  their  discharge  was  rather  a  consequence,  than  a 
cause  of  fever. 

I  have  often  been  astonished,  however,  that  so  few  instances  have 
been  recorded  in  medical  periodicals,  of  worms  as  causing  the  symp- 
toms of  other  diseases.  They  may,  and  I  am  convinced  frequently  do, 
irritate  certain  nerves,  and  produce  symptoms  which  are  never  attributed 
to  their  influence.  To  demonstrate  this  position,  I  will  describe  certain 
cases  which  have  occurred  in  my  own  practice,  to  all  appearances  to- 
tally disconnected  with  worms,  but  which  were  promptly  cured  by 
anthelmintics. 

Sciatica, — Soon  after  I  commenced  the  practice  of  my  profession  in 
Charleston,  I  was  requested  to  attend  a  lad  about  nine  years  of  age,  la- 
boring under  sciatica.  Blistering  and  the  remedies  usually  employed, 
were  tried  in  vain  for  several  days.  At  one  of  my  visits,  when  at  a  loss 
what  next  to  prescribe,  his  mother  informed  me  that  he  ground  his  teeth 
frequently  in  his  sleep ;  this  led  me  to  suspect  verminous  irritation ;  I 
therefore  sent  him  anthelmintic  medicine,  composed  of  calomel  and 
spigelia,  and  at  my  next  visit  I  was  truly  gratified  to  see  him  walking 
about  the  house,  free  from  all  pain  except  the  irritation  of  the  blister.  I 
was  informed,  that  immediately  after  he  had  discharged  a  number  of 
lumbrici,  the  rheumatic  symptoms  vanished.  He  was  from  that  time 
restored  to  perfect  health. 

Phthisis  Fulmonalis, — I  was  soon  after  requested  to  visit  a  young 
married  woman,  whose  case  was  marked  by  symptoms  of  the  above 
disease— cough  so  incessant  as  to  prevent  sleep,  and  was  exhausting  her 
strength  ;  remedies  usually  exhibited  in  such  cases,  here  failed  to  afford 
relief,  until  one  day  she  mentioned  some  symptoms  which  led  me  to 
suspect  verminous  irritation.  After  the  exhibition  of  the  anthelmintic 
already  mentioned,  in  the  space  of  forty  hours  she  discharged  an  equal 
Dumber  of  lumbrici,  and  the  symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease  were 
relieved  promptly  and  permanently. 

Paraplegia. — I  was  called  during  the  last  summer  to  a  young  girl 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  sick  with  bilious  remittent  fever ;  she  had 
been  bled  and  purged  without  material  benefit ;  the  febrile  excitement 
was  moderate,  but  in  addition  to  considerable  pain  and  soreness  about 
the  prascordia,  there  was  a  remarkable  loss  of  power  over  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, ainouDtbg  even  to  inability  to  turn  io  bed  without  assistance. 
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A  careful  examination  of  the  spinal  column  presented  no  symptom  o( 
local  inflammation.  In  reply  to  my  interrogatories,  I  was  assured  that 
she  had  received  no  blow,  or  injury  of  the  spine,  but  that  the  symp- 
toms of  paraplegia  supervened  at  the  same  time  with  the  fever.  Her 
friends  utiited  in  stating  that  she  frequently  ground  her  teeth  during 
sleep.  A  blister  to  the  epigastrium  was  directed ;  and  as  I  had  never 
seen  nor  read  of  a  similar  case  from  verminous  irritation,  my  treatment 
was  adapted  both  to  fever  and  worms:  R.  Nit.  potass.  3i. ;  cal., 
ipecac,  and  camphor,  aa  9ss.  M.  Of  this  compound,  a  frequent  pre- 
scription of  mine,  in  bilious  remittent,  I  directed  eight  grains  every 
three  hours  during  the  paroxysm,  and  that  Bss.  calomel  be  combined 
with  the  6rst  dose.  I  was  in  hopes,  from  the  well-established  efficacy 
of  this  preparation  of  mercury,  and  the  success  which  is  reported  to  at- 
tend the  exhibition  of  camphor  in  Italian  practice,  that  if  this  form  of 
paraplegia  was  caused  by  worms,  relief  would  be  promptly  obtained. 
A  dose  of  ol.  ricini  and  sp.  terebinthinae  was  also  directed  to  be  admin- 
istered the  succeeding  morning.  At  my  next  visit  I  ascertained  that 
she  had  discharged  a  large  number  of  worms,  and  was  enabled  to  walk 
about.    She  soon  recovered. 

Such  facts  1  consider  interesting  and  important,  and  have  been  as- 
tonished that  they  have  excited  so  little  attention  from  the  profession. 
Have  I  erred  in  attributing  these  cases  to  verminous  irritation  ?  In  the 
two  former,  the  treatment  usually  instituted  had  failed  to  produce  the 
results  expected,  and  it  was  not  until  worms  had  been  evacuated,  that 
relief  was  obtained. 

I  trust  this  hasty  article  may  elicit  the  experience  of  my  medical 
brethren  on  this  point. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  describe  a  case  which  came  under  my  care  while 
assistant  physician  of  the  (Charleston)  Dispensary,  in  1828.  I  was 
called  to  an  elderly  woman  who  for  several  years  bad  been  troubled 
with  taenia ;  several  eminent  physicians,  in  succession,  had  dislodged  a 
portion  of  the  worm ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  medical  aid 
was  again  required — for  as  the  head  of  the  taenia  had  not  been  dis- 
charged, new  joints  had  been  regenerated  and  morbid  symptoms  renew- 
ed-^the  exhibition  of  calomel  and  gamboge,  followed  by  ol.  ricini  and 
sp.  terebinth,  in  a  few  hours  caused  the  discharge  of  a  taenia  about  four 
feet  In  length.  Attributing  the  recurrence  of  the  disease  to  an  atony  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  after  the  exhibition  of  alkalies  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving the  tenacious  mucus  from  the  mouths  of  the  absorbents,  I  pre- 
scribed the  Solution  of  the  acet.  of  iron,  formed  by  digesting  the  car- 
bonate of  iron  in  strong  vinegar,  to  be  taken  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful 
thrice  a  day.  But  a  short  time  was  necessary  to  demonstrate  its  effi- 
cacy, for  her  health  improved  rapidly.  By  my  directions,  she  persisted 
in  the  use  of  the  remedy  for  several  weeks.  After  all  former  attacks, 
a  year  had  never  elapsed  without  a  renewal  of  the  symptoms.  Fully 
three  years  after,  I  again  saw  her,  when  she  stated  that  she  had  never 
since  perceived  any  symptoms  of  the  worm. 

A  few  months  since,  I  attended  a  young  negro,' from  whom,  in  the 
space  of  a  week,  I  succeeded  in  dislodging  more  than  seventy  lumbrici. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


opium  in  Rheumatism.  315 

The  same  tonic  (acet.  iron)  was  prescribed  for  him  ;  and  at  the  present 
time,  his  master  has  not  a  more  lieahhy  young  negro. 

These  latter  cases,  although  not  strictly  connected  with  the  above 
article,  are  adduced  to  show  tiie  expediency  and  necessity  of  following 
up  the  exhibition  of  anthelmintics  by  chalybeates,  or  other  tonics.-— 
Southern  Med.  Jour. 


OPIUM  IN  RHEUMATISM-^FURTHER  EVIDENCE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoumaL 
Sir, — For  some  months  past,  opium,  as  a  remedy  in  rheumatism,  has 
frequently  been  referred  to  and  commented  upon,  in  your  valuable  peri- 
odical. Too  much  has  already  been  said  about  it,  if  it  is  not  a  remedy ; 
and  if  it  is,  it  will  not  be  a  misemployment  of  time  to  say  more.  Hav- 
ing myself,  in  two  previous  communications,  spoken  favorably  of  it,  I 
shall  still  speak  of  it  as  a  useful  medicine  in  this  disorder. 

I  was  induced  to  make  these  remarks,  from  having  seen,  in  your  pa- 
per, the  observations  of  a  writer  who  signs  himself  A.  H.,  of  Cberaw, 
S.  C.  He  states  that  opium  as  a  remedy  has  long  been  known  to  biro, 
but  expresses  a  doubt  whether  it  is  a  real  remedy,  or  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  radical  cure,  and  asks  the  question,  1  should  think  sarcastically, 
whether  it  will  cure  a  case  of  fifteen  years'  standing  ? 

In  regard  to  this  question,  I  will  reply  by  asking  him  whether  any 
disorder  of  fifteen  years*  standing  is  often  totally  and  radically  cured  ? 
It  is  well  known  that  the  longer  the  human  system  has  been  subjected 
to  disease,  the  harder  it  is  to  counteract  the  morbid  tendency,  until  dis- 
ease has  so  interwoven  itself  with  all  its  actions  that  it  becomes  consti- 
tutional, and  it  is  impossible  to  restore  it  to  a  healthy  state.  It  would 
be  as  easy  to  restore  life  to  the  dead  or  decaying  limb  of  a  tree,  as 
health  to  a  person  who  has  been  sick  such  a  length  of  time,  I  should 
ahnost  as  soon  think  of  restoring  a  leg  or  an  arm,  when  either  of  these 
bad  been  amputated,  as  effecting  a  cure  when  a  person  had  been  labor- 
ing under  disease  for  fifteen  years.  Quacks  and  bragadocios  may  pre- 
tend to  do  it,  but  a  physician  who  wishes  to  establish  a  reputation  upon 
something  more  than  mere  pretence,  would  detest  the  idea  of  so  base 
a  fraud. 

Respecting  opium  as  a  remedy  in  other,  or  recent  cases,  it  is  like  all 
other  generally  attested  remedies.  Under  favorable  circumstances  it 
will  cure,  and  under  unfavorable  ones  it  will  be  likely  to  fail.  Like 
other  remedies,  too,  it  requires  the  assistance  of  medicine  possessed  of 
other  attributes.  We  have  but  few  specifics,  or  medicines,  which  will 
always  cure  ;  and  we  have  but  few  single  remedies  that  will  effect  much 
without  the  aid  of  collateral  means.  In  cases  where  there  is  a  high  in- 
flammatory diathesis,  venesection  is  necessary.  When  the  stomach 
and  bowels  are  in  an  improper  condition,  these  should  be  operated 
upon.  When  the  secerning  system  is  in  fault,  this  should  be  looked  to 
wkh  the  most  scropulous  attention.     It  is  not  one  set  of  vessek  alone, 
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or  a  single  viscus,  that  requires  the  care  of  the  physician^  but  every- 
thing belonging  to  the  human  frame.  Though  opium  may  sometimes 
do  good  without  being  conjoined  with  something  else,  yet  its  judicious 
combination  with  some  other  medicine  is  what  renders  it  so  useful,  not 
only  in  rheumatism,  but  in  many  other  disorders.  To  gi?e  opium  alone, 
is  like  taking  a  dead  lift  at  a  heavy  body.  To  give  it  united  with  its 
appropriate  adjuncts,  is  like  adding  the  lever  or  windlass  to  what  is  too 
heavy  to  lift  by  main  strength.  There  is  a  variety  of  diaphoretic  and 
nauseating  medicines  which  should  be  made  use  of  when  opium  is  to 
be  resorted  to.  Cathartics,  judiciously  selected,  are  oftentimes  required. 
When  due  attention  to  what  is  here  suggested,  is  observed,  opium  is  a 
most  desirable  and  valuable  medicine  in  rheumatism,  or  there  is  a  most 
palpable  fallacy  in  appearances,  and  the  physician  can  assure  himself  of 
the  beneficial  effect  of  no  remedy.  There  u  no  fallacy,  however,  in  re- 
gard to  this.  Opium  is  designed  to  do,  and  when  properly  administered 
does,  something  more  than  ''  deaden  painJ^  Were  this  its  only  effect, 
it  ought  not  to  be  despised  in  so  distressing  a  disorder.  But  it  does 
something  besides  this,  not  only  in  rheumatism,  but  in  a  long  list  of  dis- 
orders that  could  be  mentioned ;  and  were  the  world  to  be  deprived  of 
it,  1  know  of  nothing  to  supply  its  place,  and  the  healing  art  would  be 
scarcely  worth  the  name.  Samuel  Fish. 

Boston,  Dee.  14, 1837. 


INFLUENCE  OF  CLIMATE  ON  PHTHISIS. 

6UMKAB.r  or   ▲  REPORT    MADE    TO    THE    VREVCH    AOADEMT     OF   MEDICINE  IH   REFER* 
XVCB  TO  THE  IVFLUBHCB   OF  CLIMATE  VFOV  PHTHISIS. 

[Commanicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joamal.] 

Some  time  during  the  year  1836,  a  physician  proposed  to  the  French  Min- 
ister of  Commerce,  to  establish  at  Algiers  a  public  establishment  for  the 
reception  of  phthisical  patients.  The  Minister  consulted  the  Royal  Acade- 
my of  Medicine,  and  in  consequence  of  this  application  a  committee  was 
appointed.  A  report  was  made  by  M.  Louis,  as  chairman,  in  opposition 
to  the  plan,  and  lor  this  reason,  viz.,  that  there  is  no  proof  at  present 
that  Algiers  has  a  climate  more  favorable  for  phthisical  patients  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  world  possesses.  There  is  need  of  statistical 
data,  and  in  order  to  gain  them,  M.  Louis  proposed  the  appointment  of 
another  committee,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  inform  foreign  physicians 
in  correspondence  with  the  Academy,  of  its  views  m  regard  to  the 
importance  of  collecting  such  data,  and  to  propose  to  them  some  gen- 
eral mode  of  investigation  in  case  they  should  be  willing  to  send  to  the 
Academy  any  of  the  results  of  their  observation.  This  committee's 
report  was  accepted  Jan.  17,  1837.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  it. 
The  Academy  expresses  regret  that  so  little  is  known  in  reference  to 
the  effect  of  climate  upon  phthisis.  This  question  can  be  decided  only 
by  data  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  The  Acsdemj,  therefore,  ap- 
peals to  physicians  of  every  nation  to  send  to  it  any  facts  they  may  oo* 
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tain,  promising  that  the  honor  of  collecting  such  facts  shall  rest  with 
their  authors. 

The  report  then  enters  into  detail  as  to  the  mode  of  procedure.  The 
Academy  wishes  its  correspondents  to  observe,  1st,  the  meaning  of 
phthisis.  ^^  It  b  that  disease  which,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  causes 
death  by  all  the  degrees  of  marasmus,  and  is  characterized  anatomically 
by  tumors  in  the  pai-enchyma  of  the  lungs,  generally  rounded,  of  a  yel- 
low color,  homogeneous,  dull  aspect,  firm,  difficult  to  crush  at  first,  soft- 
ening after  a  space  of  time,  and  causing  cavities."  Not  merely  the 
lungs,  but  all  the  other  organs  are  to  be  examined  carefully.  The  im- 
portance of  fixing  exactly  the  time  of  commencement  of  the  disease,  by 
repeated  questions,  is  urged.  Three  tables  are  proposed,  in  order  to 
have  some  uniformity  m  the  returns  to  the  Academy. 

Phthisis.  TABLE   I .♦  Anatomy. 
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TABLE  II. 


Symptoms. 
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*  It  will  be  seen  that  all  these  tables  are  insufficient  for  the  report  of  every  detail  of  importance. 
I  presttrae  they  are  intended  merely  as  models,  and  that  other  diseases  may  be  added  if  necessary. 

Is  not  this  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  attended  to  by  the 
physicians  of  our  country  ?  There  are  very  many  hospitals  in  which 
great  opportunities  are  afiforded  of  studying  disease.  Will  none  of  the 
physicians  in  attendance  upon  these  institutions  respond  to  the  call  ? 

Boston,  Dec,  1837.  H.  I.  B. 


MEW  EXPERIMENTS  ON   THE  SENSE  OF  TASTE  IN  MAN. 

In  1830,  MM.  Guyot  and  Admirault  published  a  series  of  experiments 
on  the  seat  of  taste  in  man,  from  which  they  drew  the  two  following 
conclusions : 

1.  The  lips^  the  inner  part  of  the  cheeks,  the  roof  of  the  mouth, 
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pharynx,  velum  palali,  dorsal  and  inferior  surfaces  of  the  tongue,  have 
no  share  in  the  production  of  taste. 

2.  The  sense  of  taste  exists  only  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  tongue  ; 
along  its  edges  for  ahout  a  line  or  two  towards  the  dorsal  surface ;  at  the 
point  of  the  tongue ;  and,  finally,  at  a  restricted  point  of  the  velum 
palati,  situate  very  nearly  at  the  centre  of  its  anterior  surface. 

In  a  second  memoir,  lately  published  by  the  same  authors,  an  addi- 
tional number  of  experiments  has  been  recorded,  together  with  a  solu- 
tion of  the  following  questions  : — 

1.  Do  the  gustatory  surfaces  perceive,  with  an  equal  degree  of  in- 
tensity, throughout  their  whole  extent  ? — No.  Taste  is  much  stronger  at 
the  base  of  the  tongue,  and  along  its  edges  the  gustatory  power  goes  on 
increasing  from  the  pillars  of  the  velum  palati  up  to  the  tip  of  the 
tongue,  where  it  is  at  a  maximum. 

2.  Do  the  gustatory  surfaces  perceive  indifferently  all  kinds  of  sa- 
vors ? — Certain  bodies,  such  as  milk,  butter,  oil,  and  especially  alimen- 
tary substances,  only  produce  an  impression  of  tact,  at  the  anterior  part, 
their  characteristic  tastes  being  only  distinguished  at  the  posterior  part  of 
the  tongue. 

3.  Does  a  sapid  body  produce  an  identical  taste  when  applied  to  dif- 
ferent regions  of  the  tongue  ? — A  great  number  of  bodies,  and  salt  in 
particular,  exhibit  this  very  remarkable  phenomenon,  that  the  sensations 
which  they  produce  at  the  anterior  and  posterior  parts  of  the  tongue 
are  extremely  different.  Thus,  solid  acetate  of  potass,  which,  at  the 
anterior  part  of  the  tongue  produces  a  burning  acid  sensation,  is  merely 

.  bitter  and  nauseous  when  applied  to  the  posterior  surface,  upon  which 
it  produces  no  acid  nor  stimulating  impression.  Sulphate  of  magnesia, 
slightly  acid  and  saltish  in  front,  becomes  intensely  bitter  at  the  root  of 
the  tongue.  Acetate  of  lead  produces  only  a  sweet  taste  at  the  poste- 
rior part ;  anteriorly  it  is  styptic,  fresh,  and  stimulant.  The  alkalies, 
the  water  of  lime,  and  of  ammonia,  produce  only  one  taste,  no  matter 
where  they  may  be  applied. 

From  the  very  numerous  experiments  which  M.  Guyot  has  per- 
formed, both  on  himself  and  on  other  individuals,  he  concludes — 

1 .  That  taste  is  a  physical  and  not  a  chemical  sense ;  that  it  is  con- 
nected with  the  nature  of  bodies,  and  not  with  their  densities,  their  tem- 
perature, or  their  consistence.  In  this  respect  it  differs  very  considera- 
bly from  the  senses  of  touch  or  tact,  which  are  exclusively  destined  to 
recognize  the  physical  properties  of  bodies. 

2.  That  the  sense  of  taste  must  be  exercised  by  at  least  two  nerves. 
Numerous  anatomical  investigations  have  led  M.  Guyot  to  regard  the 

glosso-pharyngeal  nerve  as  the  one  which  presides  over  the  perception 
of  taste  at  the  base  of  the  tongue,  and  perhaps  at  the  velum  palati ; 
while  the  lingual  nerve,  on  the  contrary,  exercises  the  sense  of  taste  at 
the  point  of  the  organ. 

In  this  point  of  view  the  sense  of  taste,  reacting  on  the  glosso-pharyn- 
oreal  nerve,  probably  determines  the  acts  of  deglutition  and  regurgita- 
tion. By  the  communications  and  terminations  of  this  latter  it  may 
act  simultaneously  on  the  amygdalae,  provoking  their  secretions ;  on  the 
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glosso-staphyl,  which  aids  in  closing  the  glottis  and  epiglottis,  &c.,  &c. 
In  the  same  manner  the  lingual  nerve,  receiving  sapid  impressions  at 
the  point  of  the  tongue,  may  provoke  contractions  in  that  organ,  and,  in 
a  word,  harmonize  and  complete  the  function. — Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     DECEMBER    20,     J837. 


INTRODUCTORY  AT   VVILLOUGHBY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE* 

An  introductory  lecture  was  delivered  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent term,  at  this  institution,  by  R.  Granger,  Esq.,  the  President,  which 
merits  more  than  an  ordinary  notice,  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  excel- 
lence. Without  knowing  anything  of  the  circumstances  which  deter- 
mined the  faculty  to  fix  upon  that  gentleman  to  give  a  preface  to  the 
course  of  instruction  about  to  be  opened,  we  are  free  to  confess  that  it 
rarely  falls  to  our  lot  to  meet  with  better  sentiments,  more  beautifully 
expressed,  than  are  to  be  found  in  this  short,  though  finely  written 
discourse. 

He  refers  to  the  time  when  the  awful  mysteries  of  religion,  medicine^ 
and  law,  were  professed  and  taught  by  the  same  individual,  and  speaks 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  Jewish  High  Priest  sought  for  the  evidences 
of  leprosy.  Passing  with  rapidity  over  astrological  and  meteorological 
inedicine,  to  consider  the  transcendant  advantages  of  scientific  chemis- 
try, the  author  exhibits  an  acquaintance  with  the  kindred  sciences.  Bo- 
tany seems  to  have  been  particularly  delightful  to  him  as  a  study,  and 
the  fact  is  discoverable  in  the  expressive  eloquence  in  which  the  secret 
is  betrayed. 

''  Were  botany  and  vegetable  physiology  of  no  other  importance  than  to 
discipline  the  mind  to  combine  the  most  minute  observation  with  the  most 
expanded  views,  it  would  not  be  useless  ;  nor  can  it  ever  be  idle  in  him 
who  makes  the  highest  of  organized  beings  his  study  and  care,  to  insti- 
tute comparisons  between  them  and  the  lowest  in  the  natural  scale. 
What  though  plants  rooted  in  earth  are  deprived  of  the  powers  of  loco- 
motion ;  they  are  composed  of  the  same  elements  with  ourselves,  with 
the  doubtful  exception  of  azote.  Like  us  they  are  furnished  with  the 
capacity  to  select  each  its  own  peculiar  pabulum,  with  vessels  and  or- 
gans by  which  it  may  be  elaborated  and  distributed.  Like  animals,  they 
slough  their  useless  parts  ;  and,  though  they  may  lack  a  common  senso- 
rium,  they  at  least  possess  excitability.  Those  who  push  comparative 
anatomy  and  physiology  farthest,  are  compelled  to  admit  that  the  line 
between  the  animal  and  vegetat)le  kingdoms  is  so  finely  drawn  as  to  be 
scarcely  perceptible.  If  no  other  motive  could  induce  a  physician's  at- 
tention to  botany,  it  would  at  least  receive  some  notice  from  that  pride 
which  impels  every  truly  professional  man  to  make  every  other  branch  of 
learning  contribute  to  the  support,  illustration  and  advancement  of  his 
own  cherished  science. 

•  IiiCrodactory  Lecturo  delivered  at  the  Willouf  hbv  Medical  College  of  the  Willougbby  Unlyenl- 
tj  of  LftkB  Erie,  1837-8,  bj  Ralpli  Onnger,  Eeq.,  Preildent. 
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^^  The  wonderful  results  of  organic  action  are  beautifullj  and  readily 
exhibited  by  the  examination  of  a  single  tree.  The  mathematical  rules 
of  combination  seem  to  be  set  at  nought,  by  the  endless  variety  in  which 
the  few  elementary  principles  of  vegetables  are  made  to  appear.  Who 
shall  enumerate  their  various  dyes,  odors  and  flavors,  as  countless  as 
dissimilar  ?  Study  even  a  peach.  Leave  out  of  view  the  structure  of  its 
stem  and  leaves,  with  the  functions  they  perform  ;  and  look  not  at  the 
beauty  of  its  blossom.  Take  the  immature  fruit,  unsavory  to  the  taste, 
and  clad  in  the  common  green  livery  of  vegetation — it  is  fed  by  the  same 
sap  which  might  have  been  converted  merely  to  leaves  or  wood^  yet,  by 
the  action  of  its  own  system  of  vessels,  with  no  unusual  supply  of  sun- 
shine or  of  air,  it  paints  its  own  cheeks  with  the  richest  and  daily  vary- 
ing tints — it  converts  its  gum  to  sugar.  The  crude  juices  it  receives 
are  partly  converted  into  a  pulp,  and  to  fluids  of  a  far  difierent  character, 
wholesome,  fragrant,  and  delicious  to  the  taste.  Within  this,  a  bony  nut, 
harder  than  wood  itself,  in  its  turn  encloses  a  kernel,  in  which  the 
blandest  of  fixed  oils  is  mingled  with  the  most  deadly  poison  known  ; 
and  all  these  phenomena  are  the  results  of  organic  action.  Yes,  and  it 
will  be  demonstrated  that  some  substances  now  called  simple,  even 
metals,  are  but  the  product  of  this  same  action  on  materials  as  simple. 
What  a  study,  then,  must  the  principles  of  organic  action  ever  remain  !" 

Had  the  following  paragraph  been  passed  over,  the  opportunity  would 
have  been  lost  of  showing  the  President's  readiness  in  searching  into 
old  things,  and  his  knowledge,  too,  in  historical  medicine,  brought  down 
to  this  eventful  age. 

^'  To  the  advantages  possessed  by  the  student  of  the  present  day, 
from  the  improvement  of  all  other  branches  of  natural  history,  may  be 
added  those  arising  from  the  safe  and  rapid  intercourse  between  the 
most  distant  and  dissimilar  countries  of  the  globe — and  the  improved 
character  of  those  who  visit  foreign  nations.  Descriptions  of  natural 
objects,  as  well  as  of  diseases  and  their  treatment,  are  now  given  with 
scientific  accuracy.  We  read  no  more  of  those  celebrated  races,  the 
description  of  which,  on  the  authority  of  travellers,  renders  ancient 
works  on  natural  history  so  amusingly  absurd.  The  Blemnegi  without 
heads,  with  mouth  and  eyes  in  the  breast — ^the  Himantapodes  who  crept 
from  incapacity  to  walk — the  Pigmies — ^tho  [Nisicastes  with  three  or  four 
eyes — ^the  Nigrivae  with  a  single  eye  in  the  forehead  ;  and  the  Cynamol- 
ge  with  dogs'  heads,  are  none  of  them  now  to  be  found,  aduH^  in  Ethio- 
pia, though  gravely  described  by  ancient  authors.  Yet  to  know  what 
the  ancients  believed,  is  not  to  be  despised  by  a  physician.  Mingled  in  a 
mass  of  absurdities,  are  some  notions  uncontradicted,  and  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. Take,  as  an  example,  the  following  sentence  from  Pliny. 
'  A  peaiUence  beginning  in  the  south  parts ^  goeth  tUways  to  the  west,*  That 
the  smallpox  originated  in  southern  China  or  Hindostan,  and  pursued  the 
path  suggested  by  Pliny,  has  long  been  matter  of  history. 

"  From  travellers  we  are  beginning  to  trace  the  destructive  progress 
of  a  disease,  with  as  much  geographical  precision,  as  the  devastating 
march  of  an  army  is  delineated.  Since  this  present  century  com- 
menced, the  typhus  gravior,  and  the  Asiatic  cholera,  each  once,  and  a 
fatal  influenza  twice,  have  been  epidemic  ;  and  it  is  a  wonderful  fact, 
that  they  have  all  commenced  in  the  southern  parts  of  Asia,  and  travel- 
led westward,  as  disease  must  often  have  done  before  Pliny  would  have 
obtained  the  notion." 
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^'  It  is  not  for  mere  curiosity,  or  to  lay  by  a  stock  of  idle  learning,  that 
it  is  recommended  to  study  the  general  history  of  diseases,  in  connection 
with  the  physical  structure  of  the  country,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the 
climate,  and  of  the  hahits  of  the  people,  where  each  most  prevails  ;  for, 
in  all  new  forms  of  disease,  the  most  experienced  practitioner,  however 
well  he  may  be  satisfied  by  the  indications  of  the  symptoms,  of  the  course 
probably  the  beet  to  be  pursued,  still  knows  that  the  first  prescriptions 
can  be  little  else  than  experiments,  unless  led  to  them  by  analogies  drawn 
from  known  facts,  and  not  from  simple  dogmas.  As  in  law,  one  pre- 
sumption may  be  founded  on  a  fact,  but  one  presumption  is  not  allowed 
to  rest  on  another  ;  so  in  medicine,  one  theory  may  be  constructed  upon 
facts,  but  never  upon  another  theory.  An  extensive  knowledge  of  facts 
is  therefore  of  great  importance  in  the  treatment  of  those  cases  where  no 
direct  precedent  for  practice  is  given,  and  where  the  method  of  cure 
must  be  devised  by  induction." 

Here  is  a  volume  of  common-sense  philosophy  compressed  into  a  nut- 
shell, which  we  cordially  wish  might  be  both  circulated  and  appreciated. 

^*  The  customs  of  a  country  have  more  influence  upon  the  general 
state  of  health,  and  the  practice  of  medicine,  than  is  usually  supposed. 
It  is  comparatively  easy  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  general 
manner  in  which  health  is  preserved  in  other  regions,  without  being  able 
to  make  that  knowledge  useful  in  any  eminent  degree,  where  customs 
differ.  With  us  the  sicin  receives  no  attention,  until  it  actually  becomes 
diseased.  But  dry  hot  baths,  or  steam  baths,  with  shampooing,  friction 
or  flagellation,  are  used  as  a  preventive  of  disease,  over  more  than  half 
the  globe.  In  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  and  the  South  Sea,  the  nations 
use  cold  bathing  before  meals,  and  aAer  their  meals  are  shampooed  in 
the  manner  sometimes  practised  on  dyspeptics.  In  Sweden,  Finland, 
Russia  and  Tartary,  they  bathe  habitually  in  vapor  generated  by  throw- 
ing water  upon  heated  stones,  in  apartments  constructed  for  the  purpose  ; 
and  are  lashed  with  twigs  during  the  operation.  The  North  American 
savages,  not  habitually,  but  for  sickness  only,  bathe  in  steam  raised  in  the 
same  manner  ;  but  instead  of  flagellation,  pursue  the  more  primitive 
mode  of  employing  the  incantations  of  a  priest  during  the  ceremony. 
The  more  luxurious  orientals  use  suits  of  rooms,  heated  without  vapor  ; 
where,  afler  friction,  various  unguents  are  applied  to  the  whole  surface. 
Such  was  once  the  practice  of  the  Romans  ;  but  it  is  a  singular  fact, 
that,  for  some  unexplained  reason,  practices  so  ancient,  and  once  univer- 
sal, are  now  generally  discontinued  in  all  civilized  portions  of  Christen- 
dom, though  of  undoubted  benefit  to  health." 

The  following  quotations  will  be  read  with  interest. 

'^That  the  disposition  to  generalize  diseases,  and  simplify  their  treat- 
ment, without  reference  to  individual  or  local  peculiarities,  should  in  an 
equal  degree  lessen  the  number  of  remedies  employed,  is  not  only  a  ne- 
cessary consequence,  but,  if  not  carried  too  far,  is  a  grand  desideratum. 
A  catalogue  of  ancient  medicines  is  by  no  means  the  least  amusing 
and  curious  branch  of  the  study  of  medicine.  One  who  reads  the  re- 
cipes given,  even  by  Lord  Yerulam,  would  scarcely  imagine  him  to 
have  been  the  father  of  the  only  correct  method  of  reasoning  for  dis- 
covery— the  inductive  method.  If  the  value  of  a  prescription  depend  on 
its  costliness  or  rarity,  a  solution  of  pearls  or  aurum  portabile  would 
have  been  choice  medicines  ;  but  the  days  of  Mithridate  and  Bezoar, 
of  Mummy  and  Ambergris,  of  gold  and  pearls,  have  departed.    'Though 
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after  th«  examplo  of  Medea,  the  transfusion  of  blood  and  the  injection  of 
medical  solutions  into  the  bloodvessels  may  have  been  resorted  to  in 
modern  times  ;  it  can  be  said  with  pride,  that  the  contents  of  Medea's 
cauldron  find  no  rivals  in  regular  practice,  though  the  '  mille  aliia  post" 
qiMm  sine  noinitie  rebus  '  may  long  find  admirers  among  the  vulgar.' 
m  *  #*«*** 

^'  This  age  looks  favorably  upon  all  attempts  at  improvement  in  sci- 
ence generally.  That  there  never  has  been,  that  there  never  will  be,  any 
want  of  favor  to  the  medical  profession,  is  sufficiently  evinced  by  the 
confidence  still  reposed  in  unscientific  pretenders.  The  truly  learned 
feels  no  chagrin  at  this  want  of  discrimination  in  others.  He  knows 
that  those  who  run  after  nostrums  would,  in  other  countries,  with  the 
same  blind  faith  and  ignorance,  make  pilgrimages  to  kiss  consecrated 
relics.  He  knows,  also,  that  though  occasionally  an  old  prejudice  against 
one  mode  of  practice  or  another,  against  one  class  of  remedies  or  another, 
is  revived,  and  obtains  an  ephemeral  popularity  ;  that  still  the  march  of 
public  confidence  in  learning  is  steadily  onward,  and  exactly  in  propor- 
tion as  the  mass  of  community  itself  becomes  enlightened.  Sustained 
by  this  knowledge,  and  the  delightful  consciousness  of  doing  good,  and 
(for  the  whole  world  is  not  ungrateful),  occasionally  cheered  by  the  tear- 
ful gratitude  of  those  whose  pains  he  has  alleviated,  whose  sorrows  he 
has  soothed,  and  perhaps  whose  lives  he  has  been  instrumental  in  saving, 
he  learns  to  treat  with  indifiference  the  vexations  and  inconveniences 
with  which  his  path  is  strewed." 

If  the  corporation  give  this  lecture  a  liberal  circulation,  it  will  do  more 
for  the  reputation  of  the  Willoughby  Medical  College  than  any  official 
measure  they  can  adopt.  People  delight  to  honor  those  to  whom  honor 
is  due. 


Mammoth  Magnet. — Dr.  William  King,  electrician,  at  No.  62  Corn- 
hill,  Boston,  has  nearly  completed  the  largest  electro-magnet,  probably, 
in  the  world.  It  is  made  of  a  bar  of  iron  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diame- 
ter, thirteen  and  a  half  feet  long,  bent  into  the  horse-shoe  form,  and 
weighs  two  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds.  The  armative,  or  keeper, 
weighs  twenty-eii^ht  pounds,  thrown  into  the  segment  of  a  small  circle, 
in  order  to  meet  the  two  poles  of  the  magnet,  which  are  only  seven  inches 
apart.  Seven  hundred  feet  of  copper  wire,  one  sixteenth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  ;  and  ten  thousand  feet,  one  fortieth  of  an  inch,  are  wound  round 
the  bar,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  It  is  impossible,  at  present,  to 
determine  its  power,  the  frame  on  which  it  is  to  rest  not  yet  being 
finished. 

We  are  persuaded  that  this  will  be  the  most  magnificent  philosophical 
instrument  ever  constructed  in  America,  or,  perhaps,  in  any  other  coun- 
try, if  successfully  charged.  Gentlemen,  curious  in  these  matters,  would 
derive  much  satisfaction  from  an  inspection  of  this  O'Xtraordinary  piece  of 
workmanship,  which  should  be  secured,  at  once,  by  some  of  our  colleges. 
Dr.  King  is  an  aged  man,  and  would  hardly  be  willing  to  undertake  the 
manufacture  of  another  of  such  gigantic  proportions. 


Thomsonxan  Conventions. — If  half  the  efl^ort  were  made  by  scientific 
practitioners  of  medicine  throughout  the  United  States,  to  elevate  the 
profession,  that  is  exerted  by  those  speculating  adventurers  in  the  heat- 
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ing  art,  who  have  neither  science  or  literature  to  recommend  them,  there 
would  hardly  be  a  single  quack  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  The  Thom- 
sonians  are  busily  organizing,  holding  annual  conventions,  publishing 
circulars,  issuing  pamphlets  and  circulating  their  successes,  and  evince  a 
determination  to  make  the  world  know  they  are  in  being,  whether  any 
one  employs  them  or  not.  One  of  their  periodicals,  which  has  an  exten- 
sive circulation,  contains  double  the  number  of  original  reported  cases 
which  are  found  in  our  pages.  But  the  course  they  are  pursuing  is  ad- 
mirable, for  it  tends  to  improve  them  individually  ;  yet  unless  a  coun- 
teracting influence  is  put  in  motion,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country  they  will  eventually  become  the  dominant  party. 


Berkshire  Medical  InstUuiion  Commencement. — The  first  annual  com- 
mencement of  this  institution,  under  the  act  of  incorporation  of  April^ 
1837,  took  place  in  Pittsfield  on  Wednesday,  29th  Nov. 

The  exercises  of  the  day  began  with  the  reading  of  the  Inaugural  The- 
ses. At  12  o'clock  an  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Bartlett,  on  the  re- 
lative improvement  of  the  sciences  and  of  the  human  race,  and  on  the 
influence  of  the  former  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  latter.  After 
which  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  upon  21  gentlemen. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  the 
following  gentlemen  :  Samuel  B.  Barlow,  Florida,  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.  James  W.  Smith,  Rochester,  JV.  Y.  Nathaniel  Smith,  Ben- 
nington, Vt.  The  ceremonies  were  concluded  with  an  appropriate  ad- 
dress to  the  graduates  by  Dr.  Childs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  institution,  held  on  the  29th  Aug., 
1837,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  8  gentlemen. 


Medical  Miscellany, — Dr.  Hart,  of  New  York,  has  recovered  damages 
of  Wood,  the  singer,  to  the  amount  of  $3000,  for  spitting  in  his  face. 
This  is  more  than  he  would  have  earned  in  four  years,  as  a  reporter  to  a 
paper,  having  abandoned  the  practice  of  his  profession. — Dr.  J.  R.  Bur- 
den has  been  elected  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. — The  city 
of  Boston  has  contributed  $454,400  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, since  its  flrst  establishment. — Twelve  thousand  francs  are  ofl'ered  by 
the  government  of  Lower  Canada,  for  the  arrest  of  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson, 
a  patriot.— The  number  of  surgeons  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  has  been  In- 
creased, the  past  year,  from  forty-four  to  fifty,  which  is  not  more  than 
half  enough. — The  cholera  had  again  made  its  appearance  in  the  Pro- 
vinces of  St.  Salvador  and  Gautamala,  Central  America,  and  had  been 
marked  with  unusual  fatality,  but  on  the  1st.  of  October  was  declining. 
In  the  Provinces  of  Nicaragua  and  Honduras,  it  has  made  dreadful 
havoc. — The  smallpox  has  broken  out  in  Eastport,  Me. — Dr.  Ruschen- 
berger,  fleet  surgeon  in  the  Peacock,  has  in  press  at  Philadelphia,  the 
voyage  of  that  vessel  round  the  world. — Dr.  Morrison,  of  Toronto,  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  royalists,  in  the  late  tumult  in  the  capital  of  Up- 
per Canada. — Dr.  C.  Ticknor,  of  New  York,  author  of  "  The  Philoso- 
phy of  Living,"  has  to  press  a  volume  of  three  hundred  pages,  entitled^ 
*  A  Popular  Treatise  on  Medical  Philosophy,  or  an  exposition  of  quack- 
ery and  imposture  in  medicine." 

Died, — At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Philip  Syng  Physic,  aged  70,  long  distinguished 
for  being  the  first  surgeon  in  America. — At  Paris,  Dr.  D.  Franklin  Hofmes,  oi 
Philadelphia.— At  Sterling,  Geo^  Dr.  Francis  £.  K.  Miller^  aged  24. 
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To  CoRRBSPoifDBNT6.~A  histoiy  of  the  Smallpox  in  Lowell^  and  a  paper  on 
Lobelia  inflata,  are  on  file  for  next  week. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Boflton,  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  16, 89.    Ualea,  14^Feinalee,  15. 

Consumption,  8~convulsions,  1— typhus  fever,  9— scarlatina,  1— decline,  1— inflammaiioD  of  tlie 
brain,  1— apoplexy,  fi— disease  of  the  heart,  3— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  l~intemperance,  Ir- 
teething,  1—chiid-bed,  l~-old  age,  1— infantile,  1— flu,  1— stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instnictlon, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  ilie  following  terms  : 

The  pupilj  will  be  udmiited  to  itie  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  iecfures  on  the  c:ues  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  wUl  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  liie  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  Chavhiho. 
On  Phvsiologv,  Paiholugy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Da.  Wasi. 

Oil  the'  Principle!^  and  Practice  of  Surgery, "Da.  Otis. 

On  Auutomy,       -.-_  ..-.--  -  *«      Da.  Lawis. 

The  dli>dent«  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  larfs 
library.     Lis^iiis  and  fuel  wiih3uc  any  ctiarge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  /     ' 
my  are  not  iiirerior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee*  are  ^100— lo  be  paid  in  advance.    No  credit  ^Iveo,  except  on  eofflcieut  security  of  i 
person  in  Bo<iioti,  nor  for  a  longer  period  ilian  six  months. 

Applications  ure  to  be  made  lo  Dr.  Walter  Cbanning,  Tremont  Street,  oppA»itetbe  Tremont  1 
Boston.  *  WaLTEB  CHANMIfiiG, 

JOHN  W^RE, 

Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTf«,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JE. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Phtsiotaxs  in  any  section  of  the  United  Slates  can  prnciiie  ten  quills  charged  with  Puna  Vacciits 
Viaei  by  return  mail,  oo  addreis«:iiig  tiie  editor  oC  tbe  Boston  Medical  and  Sorplcal  Journal,  eockn- 
ittg  one  dollar,  poM|>ai4/,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.        Oct.  95. 

MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF  MAINE. 

Taa  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  19th  of  Febmaiy,  I83B. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Jossph  Rosr,  M.D.,  late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical 

School  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Ptiyi<ic,  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurlspnidence,  by  Jambs  M*Kxbii,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  PAaasa  CLKAVSLAiro,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person,  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  aatlsfacleiy 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  inorni  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  fur  the  lectures  is  $50.    The  lectures  continue  three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  ofthe  lecture  term  In  May,  and  at  the  following  CommeBce- 
naent  of  the  College  in  September. 

Professor  M'Kbbn,  who  has  been  absent  during  the  last  year,  visittnff  the  hospitals  of  Great  Brltate 
and  Prance,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  the  lectures. 

P.  CLBAVELAND,  SmrtJory. 
Bran^vtdfc,  Oct.  1837.  Nov.  8— eop6t 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  have  associated  for  tbe  purpose  of  giving  medical  instraclion.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  aequirament  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  In  tee  DIapeMwy 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1, 3  and  3,  and  m  cases  which  will  he  treated  at  tht  room  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  H.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW.  M.D. 
£.  WALTEB  LEACH,  M.D. 
BoHoH,  August  9, 1837.  HENRY  6.  CLARK,  M.D. 

f 0SEPH  MORIABTT,  UJk 

THB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  ^r 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communicaiksis 
mast  be  addressed, ^s^t-paid.  It  is  also  published  In  Monthly  Parti*,  each  Part  containing  tbe  veefctF 
numbers  of  the  freeedina  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.    J.  V.C.  SMITH,  U.D.Edltor.— rricet3,0ta 

year  in  advance.  ^3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year Agents  alleged 

every  seventh  copy  gratis.— Orden  from  aMistancemust  be  accompanied  by  payment  ia  advasce.sr 
ntlsAwtory  fef(HlBce.*-i*ofUge  th0  wune  as  for  a  Kewapaiwr. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


VOU  XV£I.]  WEowESD.iT,  December  27,  1837.  (NO.  21. 


SMALLPOX  IN  LOW£LL,  MASS. 

BT  JOHN    O.   GRERIV,   M.D. 
[CommuBicaied  for  the  Boston  MedlcaJ  and  Surgical  Jcnirnal.] 

On  the  22d  of  Sept.  last,  an  Irish  woman,  by  the  name  of  Garveji 
came  to  this  city,  rroir\  Quei^ec,  travelling  mostly  on  foot,  and  bringing 
in  her  arms  a  cijiild  about  a^year  and  a  h^)f  old.  She*  at  once  resorted. to 
the  quarter  of  our  city  occupied  exclusively  by  our  Irish  population,  and 
gained  admittance  to  the  second  Hilliard  house,  so  called,  on  Fenwick 
street.  These  houses  are  6ve  in  number ;  they  are  large  wooden  build- 
ings of  two  stories,  constructed  entirely  with  reference  to  this  kind  of 
tenants,  and  containing  sixty  tenements.  Each  tenement  consists  of 
one  room,  and,  perhaps,  a  bed  room ;  and  is  generally  oc6opied  by  a 
iamily,  in  some  cases  of  eight  or  ten  individuals,  with  a  large  proportion 
of  children.  This  whole  neighborhood  is  composed  of  dwellings,  simi<« 
kr,  but  not  so  capacious ;  and  the  whole  street  and  group,  for  dense 
population,  filth,  and  the  utter  destitution  of  every  essential  to  health 
and  virtue,  certainly  cannot  be  equalled  by  any  of  our  elder  cities. 

The  women  of  this  house,  where  Mrs.  G.  gained  admission,  very 
soon  discovered  that  her  child  was  ill  with  the  stnallpox,  and  somewhat 
unwilling  to  expose  their  children,  obliged  her  to  take  possession  of  a 
chamber  in  the  attic.  She  was  kept  in  this  room  until  Sept.  S5,  three 
days,  when  their  apprehensions  getting  the  betterof  their  hospitality,  they 
supplied  her  with  money,  and  she  took  the  half-price  car  on  Monday 
morning,  September  25tb,  for  Boston,  with  her  sick  child  in  hev  arms. 
Here  she  forthwith  repaired  to  the  Worcester  Rail  Road  office,  and 
thence  to  Worcester.  The  child  lived  until  she  reached  her  husband, 
who  was  at  work  on  the  Western  Rail  Road,  about  four  miles  iVom  Wor- 
cester,  where  it  died  at  an  advanced  stage  of  smallpox. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  an  Irishman,  very  unintentionally,  divulged 
tfae  secret  to  one  of  the  health  commissioners,  that  there  were  some 
supposed  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  quarter  of  the  city  above  named  ; 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  i  found  four  children  sick  with  the  dis- 
ease. They  had  been  most  carefully  concealed  by  their  parents,  al- 
though some  of  them  were  as  far  advanced  as  the  sixth  or  eighth  day, 
with  confluent  smallpox. 

When  we  take  into  view  the  crowded  state  of  thi9  population^  their 
peculiar  habits  of  associating  together,  especially  about  the  sick,  their 
iBirant  of  cleaoliness,  their  repugnance  to  Taeeination^  ftom  ignoranotf  of 
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its  advantages  (nearly  all  the  adults  having  had  the  smallpox),  and  the  fact 
that  the  disease  had  been  here  concealed  most  studiously  for  nearly  three 
weeks,  it  is  at  once  apparent  that  no  other  course  than  the  speedy  re- 
moval of  the  infected,  seemed  consistent  with  the  public  safety. 

Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  October  lltb,  m  two  hours,  no  less 
than  eleven  children,  in  all  stages  of  the  disease,  were  detected  and  re- 
moved to  the  hospital.  Of  these  eleven,  six  were  from  the  bouse 
where  Mrs.  G.  staid  ;  four  were  from  the  adjoining,  distant  only  6ve 
feet ;  and  one  from  another  house,  about  six  rods  off,  on  the  same  side 
of  the  street.  The  whole  number  eventually  removed  from  the  house 
in  which  it  first  appeared,  was  nine ;  in  fact,  every  individual  in  that 
house  who  had  not  had  smallpox,  took  it,  except  one  infant  protected 
by  vaccination. 

The  subsequent  admissions  to  the  hospital  were  as  follows : 

Oct.  11,11  cases  from  Fenwick  st.     Oct.  23,  2  cases  from  Fenwick  st. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  nineteen  cases  were  from  Fenwick  street, 
where  the  disease  began.  Twenty-five  were  under  ten  years  of  s^e, 
and  seven  cases  were  fatal.  Up  to  the  3d  November,  when  we  bad 
had  twenty-nine  cases,  it  was  very  easy  to  trace  the  manner  in  whicb 
each  individual  had  contracted  the  disease.  After  this  time,  it  was  not 
possible  to  do  it. 

The  facts  connected  with  the  Johnson  family  are  sufficiently  interest- 
ing to  require  distinct  notice.     In  the  same  car  in  which  Mrs.  G.  aod 
her  child  went  to  Boston,  September  25th,  also  went  Mr.  Jobosoo. 
On  Monday  evening,  October  9th,  he  was  attacked  .with  violent  febrile 
symptoms.     On  Thursday  evening  following,  an  eruption  began  to  ap- 
pear upon  him,  which  was  pronounced  to  be  smallpox  on  the  following 
day,  and  October  14th,  Saturday  evening,  he  was  removed  to  the  bos^ 
pital.     His  case  proved  to  be  confluent  nearly  all  over  the  head  and 
trunk,  characterized  early  by  great  oppression  of  the  brain,  the  pock 
with  purplish  centres  and  large  blisters  of  dark-colored  serum  inter- 
spersed.    He  died  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  on  the  12th  day  of  the 
disease. 

At  the  time  of  bis  attack,  his  family  consisted  of  his  wife,  six  soos, 
the  eldest  fourteen  years  old,  two  female  domestics,  three  male  and  two 
female  boarders ;  in  all,  fourteen  persona.  They  had  all  had  the  vac- 
cine  disease  but  the  six  boys  and  two  of  the  boarders.  The  day  the 
disease  was  declared  to  be  smallpox  in  the  father,  they  were  all  vmcci- 
nated  with  several  quills  in  each.  On  the  following  Monday,  the  vacci- 
nation was  repeated.  In  the  course  of  that  week  it  was  repeated  again, 
and  on  Monday,  the  23d,  it  was  again  done  by  a  neighbor  from  a  fresh 
aim.    The  result  was  as  follows. 
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William,  the  eldest,  escaped  entirely,  his  vaccinatioD  of  the  16th  be* 
iDg  successful,  as  was  also  that  of  the  two  boarders. 

Joseph,  aged  11,  was  seized  violently  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  the 
27th.  He  had  excruciating  pain  in  the  abdomen,  limbs  and  back,  inces- 
sant vomiting,  and  delirium.  On  28th,  entered  the  hospital,  and  on  the 
80th  the  eruption  commenced  on  the  chest  and  neck.  At  this  time  bia 
vaccination  of  the  23d  was  perfect.  Upon  each  arm  I  never  witnessed 
a^more  regular  and  beautiful  vaccine  pustule.  As  the  eruption  appeared, 
his  symptoms  mitigated,  although  previously  very  threatening.  He  went 
through  the  smallpox  with  a  copious  but  distinct  eruption,  and  without  the 
least  modification,  unless  it  was  that  the  pustules  upon  the  face  were  un- 
commonly small.  The  vaccine  pustules  were  eventually  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  the  encroachment  of  the  variolous  ones. 

Cyrus,  aged  9,  went  into  the  hospital  with  the  rest  of  the  family  on 
the  28ih,  but  did  not  complain.  On  the  29th  he  began  to  erupt.  He 
had  a  very  moderate  eruption  of  variola,  and  kept  about  all  the  time. 
His  vaccination  of  the  2dd  produced  a  little  pale  red  conical  tumor,  with 
a  good  deal  of  surrounding  redness,  but  soon  disappeared. 

Charles,  aged  7.  His  vaccination  apparently  proiduced  no  effect.  He 
sickened  on  the  23(1,  and  had  a  copious,  distinct,  variolous  eruption  on 
the  26th.     The  disease  was  perfectly  regular,  but  severe. 

Andrew,  aged  5,  had  the  disease  with  about  the  same  violence  as 
Charles,  his  vaccination  never  having  shown  any  effect  He  was  at- 
tacked and  entered  same  time  as  Charles. 

Horace,  aged  2.     His  arm,  from  the  vaccination,  put  on  the  same  Bp^* 
pearances  as  that  of  Cyrus.     He  had  variola  at  the  same  time  and  with 
the  same  mildness  as  Cyrus,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pustules. 

One  of  the  domestics,  aged  forty-five,  says  she  was  vaccinated  by  a 
physician  about  eight  years  ago.  She  has  a  large,  deep  scar  upon  the 
arm,  but  without  the  indentations  which  are  characteristic  of  the  vaccine 
scar.  She  watched  with  Mr.  Johnson  on  the  night  of  the  10th.  On 
the  23d  she  had  slight  illness,  and  on  the  26th,  a  pretty  copious  erup- 
tion on  the  face  and  neck  only.  These  papuls  went  on  to  enlarge,  and 
on  the  fourth  day  were  conical,  without  any  central  depression.  On 
the  fifth  they  were  filled  with  opake  matter,  and  soon  began  to  desiccate, 
so  that  on  November  6th,  having  had  a  mild  varioloid,  she  was  well. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  escaped  without  any  sickness. 

Edward  Kelly,  a  neighbor,  aged  twenty-three,  watched  with  ^r. 
Johnson  October  13,  and  was  engaged  to  remove  some  bedding  after 
Mr.  Johnson  was  carried  to  the  hospital.  He  was  inoculated  with 
smallpox  when  he  was  nine  months  old,  and  has  its  scars,  and  also  scars 
on  the  face.  With  very  little  constitutional  disorder,  on  the  25th,  be 
tbroke  out  with  a  very  copious  pustular  eruption  upon  the  face  and  chest. 
He  entered  the  hospital  on  the  30th.  In  nine  days,  that  is,  November 
3d,  the  scales  had  all  fallen,  leaving  indurated  knobs  under  the  cuticle. 
This  was  the  second  varioloid. 

Mrs.  D.,  a  sister  of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  with  him  some  hours 
about  the  time  he  began  to  break  out,  and  visited  him  in  the  hospital 
the  day  before  he  died,  and  who  had  the  vaccine  disease  about  ten 
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years  ago,  with  a  perfect  scar,  was  attacked  with  severe  premonitory 
symptoms,  October  21.  A  single  pustule  appeared  on  the  hand,  Octo- 
ber 25th,  and  a  dozen  others  followed  on  the  face  and  scalp,  consti- 
tuting the  third  varioloid. 

The  coexistence  of  the  variolous  and  vaccine  diseases  was  equally  as 
striking  in  two  other  cases  in  the  hospital,  as  in  the  case  of  Joseph 
Johnson.  In  each  of  these  two,  there  was  no  apparent  modification, 
tmless  in  the  smaller  size  of  the  pustules  in  the  face,  which  was  certainly 
true  in  all. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  in  the  family  on  the  t#awrence  corporation, 
consisting  of  forty-six  females,  one  of  the  largest  boarding  houses  in  the 
city,  the  individual  attacked  with  the  smallpox  was  the  only  Mnvacci- 
naled  one  in  the  house ;  and  no  other  case  followed  on  that  corporation. 

Among  twenty-four  persons  employed  at  the  hospital  as  nurses  and 
attendants,  seventeen  had  had  smallpox,  and  seven  the  vaccine  disease. 
One  of  the  former  had  a  single  variolous  pustule  upon  the  hand,  yet 
none  of  the  latter  were  in  the  least  degree  affected.  Of  fifteen  physi- 
cians who  made  occasional  visits  to  the  hospital,  not  one  suffered  at  ail. 

In  Fenwick  street  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  the  Irish,  with  great 
willingness,  brought  forward  their  children  for  vaccination.  On  the  I2th 
of  October,  two  days  after  the  disease  was  discovered  among  them,  197 
children  were  vaccinated.  On  the  17th,  19th,  and  23d  of  October, 
and  1st  and  7th  of  November,  200  more,  so  that  not  less  than  400 
were  vaccinated  in  that  neighborhood.  The  last  case  of  smallpox  from 
this  street  was  October  24th. 

We  do  not  mean  to  have  it  understood  that  vaccination  was  confined 
to  this  quarter  of  the  city.  There  exists  among  all  the  incorporated 
companies  here,  a  permanent  arrangement  which  insures  to  every  indi- 
vidual in  their  employ,  and  to  their  families,  this  privilege  without  ex- 
pense. Through  this  arrangement  the  number  vaccinated  each  year  is 
very  large,  and  shows  the  fearful  extent  to  which  our  country  villages 
are  unprotected.  There  is,  of  course,  an  increased  demand  for  the 
operation  whenever  smallpox  appears  among  or  near  us.  Within  the 
last  fifteen  years,  the  term  of  my  residence  liere,  we  have  had  several 
alarms.  In  January,  1824,  a  fatal  case  occuri'ed  in  this  town.  In 
March,  1824,  another  case,  which  recovered.  In  November,  1833,asingle 
case  at  Billerica  mills,  about  four  miles  from  this.  In  December,  1835, 
a  single  case  at  Dracut,  about  one  mile  from  our  mills.  In  February, 
1837,  two  cases  in  thia  city.  These,  together  with  the  present, 'consti- 
tute all  my  experience  with  the  smallpox.  Limited  as  it  is,  however, 
and  as  it  must  be  to  every  practitioner  under  forty  years  of  age  in  New 
England,  it  seems  to  me  to  add  some  additional  weight  to  the  following 
propositions,  viz. : 

1.  That  our  confidence  rn  the  protective  power  of  vaccination  needs 
not  to  be  impaired. 

2.  That  the  number  of  cases  of  varioloid,  even  under  circumstances 
of  great  exposure  to  the  worst  forms  of  smallpox,  is  very  small. 

3.  That  vaccination   has  no  pow«r  of  preventing  or  even  modify- 
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ing  smallpox,  if  not  had  recourse   to  before  the  system  has  become 
contaminated. 

4.  That  those  who  are  successfully  vaccinated  three  days  after  the 
exposure  to  smallpox,  will  escape. 

5.  That  length  of  time  has  no  tendency  to  diminish  the  effect  of 
kinepox  in  the  prevention  of  smallpox. 

6.  That  the  kinepock  is  a  better  protection  against  variotoid  than 
smallpox  the  natural  way  or  by  inoculation. 

In  our  vaccination  on  a  large  scale  for  the  Companies^  the  foUowiog 
mode  is  the  most  general — in  fact,  nearly  universal.  It  conibioes  econo- 
my of  time  and  materials  with  the  greatest  certainty.  A  portion  of  the 
crust  is  pulverized  and  rubbed  up  with  water,  so  as  to  form  a  fluid,  pastef 
at  the  time  of  using  it.  The  puncture  is  made  with  the  lancet  in  tiia 
usual  place,  and  a  quill,  dipped  in  this  liquid,  is  inserted  and  allowed  to 
^remain  about  ten  minutes.  A  further  saving  of  time  may  be  effected 
by  pointing  the  quills  with  the  paste  and  allowing  it  to  dry  upon  them. 
But  they  should  be  prepared  only  a  short  time  before  using.  The  oum* 
ber  of  failures,  even  with  a  crust  three  or  four  months  old^  will  be  sur« 
prisingly  small. 

In  vaccinating  individuals,  the  surest  mode  is  the  insertion  of  a  small 
portion  of  the  crust,  in  its  dry  state,  with  the  poUrt  of  a  lancet. 

Much  of  the  hesitation  and  error  prevailing  among  us,  have  arisen 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  early  friends  of  vaccination  believed  and 
boasted  too  much :  they  boldly  asserted  that  vaccination  was  a  perfect 
safeguard  in  all  cases  ;  and  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  numerous  facts,  de- 
monstrably proving  that  the  most  violent  course  of  smallpox  could  not 
always  withdraw  the  su6ferer  from  the  power  of  a  second  infection.  It 
is  not  surprising  that  some  persons  should  have  seized  upon  the  excep- 
tions to  show  that,  as  a  part  of  the  doctrine  was  untrue,  tbe  whoje 
might  or  most  be  so.  Such  is  actually  the  state  of  things  among  us 
Tiotv :  and  it  seems  to  us  that  if  the  public  could  be  once  completely 
enlightened  as  to  the  real  degree  of  efficacy,  these  exceptions  would 
not  weigh  a  feather  against  the  general  tenor  and  amount  of  our  success 

Lowell,  Dec.  15M,  1837. 


LOBELIA  INFLATA  (LW.). 
[Comnnnicated  for  tbe  Boston  Uedlcnland  Surgfoal  Joqrnal.J 

Notwithstanding  this  article  has  been  known,  written  upon,  and  oc- 
casionally used,  from  time  immemorial,  still  I  know  of  no  treatise  on 
the  article  that  would  lead  the  student  to  a  correct  understanding  of  its 
operative  effects  or  therapeutic  application  to  disease.  Like  many  of 
my  medical  brethren,  I  formerly  entertained  no  very  favorable  opinion 
of  the  therapeutic  properties  of  this  article ;  but  6nding  no  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  testing  its  operation,  I  have  embraced  every  convenient  op- 
portunity of  doing  so,  and  the  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  tbe  re- 
sults of  my  observations. 
**  This  article  belong?  to  that  class  of  remedies  which  are  known  :to 
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exert  a  peculiar  inBueDce,  or  produce  a  general  change  of  action,  in  the 
secernent  and  absorbent  systems,  removing  torpor  and  occasioning  im» 
proved  and  increased  secretions  from  the  liver  and  other  digestive  or- 
gans, and  also  from  all  the  glandular  viscera ;  and,  by  virtue  of  this 
operation,  relieving  certain  dysthetic  or  cachectic  diseases,  and  often 
likewise  causing  a  direct  revolution  of  many  atonic  acute,  sub-acute,  and 
chronic  inflammations,  not  only  of  the  cranial,  thoracic  and  abdominal 
?iscera,  but  also  of  the  membranes,  muscles  and  joints."  Lobelia  in* 
fiatay  on  being  masticated,  imparts  to  the  mouth  and  fauces  a  disagree- 
able acrid  and  burning  taste,  which  remains  long  afterwards.  It  is  ex- 
pectorant,  that  is,  the  continued  internal  employment  of  lobelia,  in  as 
large  doses  as  can  be  taken  without  disquieting  the  stomach,  and  re- 
peated at  regular  and  short  intervals,  removes  torpor  from  the  lungs, 
promotes  the  secretion  and  excretion  of  mucus,  and  muco-purulent  mat- 
ter from  the  bronchial  membrane,  and  the  secretion  from  the  salivary 
glands.  In  addition  to  this,  it  exerts  a  specific  operation  on  the  pul- 
monary system,  often  diminishing  the  pulmonary  secretion  when  mor- 
bidly increased,  or  improving  or  restoring  to  healthy  action  any  morbid 
deviation.  It  is  cholagogue.  It  removes  torpor  of  the  liver,  occasions 
regular  and  increased  secretions  from  that  viscus  when  preternaturally 
deficient,  or  even  when  natural,  and  also  from  the  digestive  organs  gen- 
erally, thereby  increasing  peristaltic  action.  It  is  resolvent.  Its  power 
of  removing  or  diminishing  atonic  arthritic  articular  inflammation,  has 
long  been  known.  It  has  also  been  recommended  in  membranific  in- 
flammation of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  and  1  am  quite  certain  that  it  is 
DOC  less  eflicient  in  resolving  atonic  erythematic  inflammation  of  the 
bronchial  membrane.  It  is  unquestionably  narcotic.  Of  this,  in  my 
practice^  I  have  seen  but  very  little,  for  when  given  in  ordinary  doses, 
m  proper  cases,  and  judiciously  managed,  I  feel  confident  that  its  nar- 
cotic power  is  so  weak  that  it  will  rarely  do  mischief.  Yet  when  given 
in  extraordinary  quantities,  or  continued  too  long,  or  in  cases  too  irrita- 
ble and  too  susceptible  to  admit  of  its  administration,  as  is  no  uncom- 
mon occurrence  among  certain  privileged  pretenders,  it  is  sufficiently 
narcotic  to  produce  serious  symptoms,  and  we  not  unfrequendy  hear  of 
restlessness,  anxiety,  prostration  of  muscular  strength,  coldness,  vertigo, 
cramps,  and  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  following  its  use.  When  given  in 
small  doses  and  often  repeated,  I  have  occasionally  seen  burning  in  the 
itomach,  great  restlessness,  uneasiness  and  anxiety  produced  by  it,  but 
never  in  cases  that  1  consider  proper  for  its  administration.  That  it  ever 
destroys  life,  I  must  be  permitted  to  doubt.  It  is  emetic.  This  article, 
when  given  in  full  doses,  promptly  increases  the  salivary,  bronchial,  gas- 
tric and  biliary  secretions,  and  freely  and  efficiently  discharges  these 
fluids  with  the  contents  of  the  stomach.  In  my  hands  it  has  uniformly 
operated  kindly,  producing  less  exhaustion,  less  protracted  nausea,  and 
less  liquid  discharges,  than  antimony,  and  more  efficiently  than  cephaelis 
ipecac.,  sanguinaria  can.,  or  zinc,  and  not  less  prompt  than  copper  or 
per  sub.  mercury.  As  an  emetic  for  clearing  the  stomach  of  any  ofiend- 
ing  matter,  morbid  secretions,  or  for  the  purposes  of  producing  a  pow- 
erful shock  on  the  system,  removing  torpor,  or  resolving  certain  non* 
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phlogistic  diseases,  I  consider  it  in  all  respects  an  eligible  article.  But 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  reduction  in  phlogistic  diseases,  I  thinic  it  not  at 
all  adapted  ;  for,  not  to  mention  the  injury  its  acrimony  might  produce^ 
its  action  either  on  the  alimentary  canal,  kidneys  or  skin,  is  too  incon- 
siderable to  render  it  of  any  value  as  a  reducing  agent. 

The  properties  of  lobelia  reside  principally  in  the  seeds,  capsules  and 
leaves.  The  seeds  are  the  strongest,  and  as  they  do  not  so  readily  im- 
part their  acrimony  when  taken  into  the  mouth,  niay  be  administered 
when  the  tincture  and  infusion  are  objected  to  on  account  of  their  acri- 
mony. The  plant  should  be  collected  the  last  of  its  flowering  season, 
before  the  early  capsules  burst,  or  the  plant  becomes  dry.  This  is  usu- 
ally about  the  last  of  August. 

Mode  of  administration. — It  is  given  in  the  form  of  o£5cinal  tincture, 
infusion,  or  the  dry  seed  may  be  very  conveniently  administered  in- any 
suitable  vehicle.  As  this  plant,  like  other  acrids,  loses  much  of  its  prp- 
perties  by  keeping,  the  recent  plant  should  be  selected  for  pharmaoeulic 
purposes,  or  for  keeping,  and  excluded  from  the  air  in  close  vessels. 
The  dose  is  a  relative  thing,  but  generally,  for  an  emetic,  f3ij.  or  fsiij. 
of  the  officinal  tincture,  or  from  four  to  twelve  grains  of  the  seed.  F^or 
deobstruent  purposes,  where  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  disturbing  the  stom- 
ach, f3ss.  of  the  tincture,  two  grains  of  the  seed,  or  four  grains  of  the 
pulverized  leaves,  are  a  medium  dose. 

Therapeutic  application. — This  article,  like  all  other  deobstruenis, 
requires  a  certain  range  for  its  action.  That  is,  it  is  improper  in  all  the 
entonic  phlogoiica.  Neither  is  it  adapted  to  cases  where  there  is  rotoch 
irritation  or  exhaustion  of  the  system.  It  is  best  adapted  to  cases  of 
torpor  without  exhaustion.  If  given  in  an  entonic  state  of  the  system, 
its  use  must  be  preceded  by  venesection,  refrigeration  and  reduction ;  or 
if  when  there  is  irritation,  pain,  or  symptoms  of  considerable  nervous 
susceptibility,  its  use  must  be  accompanied  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
papaver  or  morphia  to  quiet  the  pain  and  irritation.  In  fact,  I  have  in 
most  cases,  when  given  in  small  doses  for  deobstruent  purposes,  com- 
bined it  with  a  small  quantity  of  morphia.  I  have  thouglit  that  this 
qualified  or  corrected  its  action,  and  enabled  the  system  to  receive  a 
larger  quantity  without  unpleasant  eiTects,  and  thereby  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  a  greater  effect  from  the  article.  When  there  is  much  ex- 
haustion, its  use  should  be  accompanied  with  wine,  or  even  brandy. 
When  given  for  emetic  purposes,  to  insure  safety,  I  have  never  given 
more  than  f  3  ss.  of  the  tincture,  or  twenty  grains  of  the  seeds,  and  if 
free  and  satisfactory  emesis  did  not  take  place,  I  have  administered  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  cephaelis  or  zinc  to  answer  the  purpose. 

To  notice  the  abuses  of  an  article  that  is  so  easily  managed,  is  too 
humiliating  for  any  intelligent  member  of  the  profession.  The  idea, 
however,  that  medicine  is  so  simple  that  it  may  be  learned  without  la« 
bor  or  study,  and  may  be  practised  by  any  one,  no  matter  how  ignorant, 
if  he  can  command  twenty  dollars,  is  too  flattering  and  tempting  to  the  ig- 
norant and  indolent  to  be  resisted  ;  the  result  is,  that  the  care  of  thesksk, 
their  health,  happiness,  and  even  their  lives,  are  often  entrusted  to  a  set  of 
men  with  whom  we  would  not  trust  a  dollar,  whom  we  would  not  suffer 
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to  keep  a  liistrict  school,  w  to  transtct  the  most  ordinary  cooceros  of 
life.  Medicines  are  giveo  iu  improper  quantities  and  cases,  and  the 
most  serious  consequences,  the  loss  of  heahh  and  hfe,  are  ilie  result. 
If  the  public  will  tolerate  such  things,  I  care  not  how  much  they  suffer. 
''  A  whip  for  the  horse,  a  bridle  for  the  ass,  and  a  rod  for  the  fool's 
back,"  said  Solomon  ;  see  Proverbs  xxvi.  verse  3d.  A. 

Mtriim,  a.,  Dec.  15^A,  1837. 


FORMATION  OF  THE  EAR. 

CComraiuilcated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Bargicat  Journal.] 

The  bumaa  ear  presents,  in  its  structure,  a  number  of  mathematical 
relations  which  are  explicable  on  the  supposition  that  its  development  is 
the  joint  efiect  of  the  vibrations  of  two  elastic  mediums  impinging  oa 
each  other;  one  without,  which  serves  as  a  vehicle  for  the  transmis* 
gion  of  sounds,  the  other  within,  and  immediately  contiguous  to  the 
acoustic  nerves.  The  most  complete  of  these  are  the  shape  and  posi- 
tion of  the  semicircular  canals,  and  the  cochlea.  The  external  ear  and 
the  ossiculs  afibrd  also  some  interesting  considerations,  but  as  they  are 
more  irregular  and  complex,  especially  when  viewed  with  reference  to 
the  imperfection  of  the  science  of  acoustics,  1  shall  only  attempt  to  show 
the  mode  of  formation  of  the  two  first. 

1.  The  semicircular  canals  are  three  cylindrical  and  symmetrical 
tubes. 

2.  They  have  each  an  enlargement  where  the  nerrous  filaments 
enter. 

8.  They  are  curves,  the  concavities  of  which  all  look  towards  the 
restibole. 

4.  The  planes  of  these  curves  are  perpendicular  to  each  other. 

Comparative  anatomy  exhibits  the  organ  of  hearing,  immediately  pre* 
vious  to  the  formation  of  the  semicircular  canal,  as  consistin<r  of  a 
couple  of  simple  sacs,  with  a  calcareous  body  suspended  in  a  fluid  coo- 
laiiied  within  them  by  nervous  filaments.  These  calcareous  bodies  1 
eonceive  to  occupy  the  points  where  the  undulations  of  sound  are' con- 
centrated, and  are  formed  by  the  nervous  fluid  issuing  from  the  extremi- 
ttet  of  the  nerves  to  which  they  are  attached.  Perhaps  they  represent 
the  foci  of  two  spheres.  Their  use  in  this  primitive  form  is  to  re* 
«eive  the  simple  impression  of  sound  occasioned  by  the  impulse  of  the 
Bonorous  undulations,  being  incapable  of  appreciating  those  higher  modi* 
fioations  on  which  musical  notes  or  articulations  of  voice  depend.  From 
them  the  undulations  are  again  reflected,  and  the  liquid  in  which  they 
ioat  is  the  effect  of  the  vibrations  of  the  elastic  fluid  to  and  fro,  in  ex* 
ceedingly  small  spaces,  as  they  diverge  or  converge  between  these  foci 
JUid  the  stratum  of  fluid  which  may  be  imagined  to  correspond  with  the 
ciaeumferenees  of  the  spheres  which  reflect  them.  In  this  stratum  the 
Ibrmatioo  of  a  nervous  expansion  would  take  place.  Were  these  vibra* 
lima  perfeetly  uiiiforai  and  regukr,  and  from  a  aing^  ceotse,  as  io  the 
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eye,  a  spherical  nenrous  expansion,  like  the  retina,  whose  concavity 
looked  towards  that  centre,  would  be  formed.  The  absence  of  this 
regularity  in  the  ear  is  the  cause  of  the  membrane  dividing  and  forming 
the  semicircular  canals  and  sacculi. 

The  rudimentary  form  of  the  canals  is  first  distinctly  noticed  in  the 
lamprey.  The  membrane  of  the  vestibule  in  this  animal  is  thrown  into 
three  folds.  The  margins  of  these  folds,  looking  towards  the  vestibule, 
are  approximated,  and,  following  the  law  which  is  now  known  to  regu- 
late the  formation  of  hollow  tubes,  doubtless  unite  and  coalesce  in  the 
next  higher  species  of  fish.  As  soon  as  this  takes  place,  the  undula- 
tions are  no  longer  transmitted  to  the  nervous  fibrils  directly  from  the 
centre  of  the  vestibule,  but  enter  at  one  extremity  of  the  tube  and  pass 
to  the  other,  where  they  become  obliterated,  or  reflected  back  again. 
The  increased  concentration  of  nervous  fluid  at  the  point  where  this 
happens,  aided  by  the  lateral  direction  which  must  be  given  to  the  vi- 
brations, unless  (which  is  not  the  case)  they  impinge  perpendicularly  on 
a  plane  of  that  fluid  at  right  angles  to  the  parietes  of  the  tube,  would 
occasion  the  enlargement  to  which  the  name  of  ampulla  is  applied. 

Several  forces  may  be  conceived  to  act  in  giving  the  semicircular 
form  to  the  canals.  The  oblique  direction  in  which  the  vibration  enters 
the  orifices  may  have  something  to  do  with  it,  as  friction  would  be  less 
semicircularly  ;  but  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  two  following  circumstan- 
ces. 1.  The  nervous  fluid  is  diffusing  itself  equally  in  all  directions, 
like  heat  or  electricity,  from  any  point  where  it  accumulates  in  greater 
quantity  than  in  parts  contiguous.  The  nervous  expansion  of  the  vesti- 
bule may  be  considered  one  of  these  points.  A  stratum  of  this  fluid, 
then,  coinciding  with  that  half  of  the  cylinder  nearest  to  the  vestibule, 
is  more  dense  than  a  stratum  coinciding  with  the  opposite  half;  for  both 
being  equidistant  from  the  nervous  cord  within  the  canal,  that  portion  of 
the  fluid  radiating  from  this  cord  is  a  constant  quantity  in  each,  while  an 
excess  is  produced  in  the  one  nearest  the  vestibule  from  the  radiation 
thence.  Each  undulation  would,  therefore,  be  reflected  after  passing 
through  a  smaller  space  from  the  vestibular  portion  than  from  the  op- 
posite portion.  The  consequence  of  the  greater  length  of  these  undu- 
lations on  one  side  than  the  other,  would  be  the  gradual  removal  of  the 
bony  parietes  towards  the  side  where  the  undulations  are  longest,  until 
some  physical  modification  is  produced  which  counterbalances  the  dif- 
ference in  density  and  elasticity  of  the  two  strata.  This  physical  con- 
dition is  attained  when  one  of  these  strata  is  in  the  situation  of  a  con- 
vex reflecting  medium,  and  the  other  in  that  of  a  concave  reflecting 
medium ;  the  efiect  of  a  concave  reflecting  surface  being  to  concentrate, 
that  of  a  convex  being  to  disperse.  Such  is  the  manifest  relation  of 
the  two  opposite  halves  of  the  bony  cylinders  of  the  semicircular  canals 
of  the  ear.  2.  While  such  is  the  effect  of  the  undulations  themselves, 
the  fluid,  passing  off  from  the  nervous  expansions  on  the  membranous 
tubes,  also  causes  them  to  recede  from  the  vestibule,  in  consequence  of 
the  greater  counter-pressure  being  exerted  upon  them  in  a  direction  per- 
pendicular to  the  centre  of  the  nervous  fluid  in  the  vestibule. 

The  position  of  these  canals  relative  to  each  other  is  easily  aooounted 
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for  by  considering  the  effect  which  the  reaction  or  counter-pressure  of 
this  fluid,  radiating  from  every  point  of  their  lengths,  must  have  upon  their 
disposition.  They  must  assume  a  position  as  nearly  corresponding  to  an 
equilibrium  as  is  compatible  with  the  above  conditions.  This  position 
for  three  curved  cylinders  whose  ends  approximate,  is  attained  when 
their  planes  are  perpendicular  to  each  other ;  for  then  the  centres  of 
those  cylinders  are  at  the  greatest  possible  distance  from  each  other, 
allowing  the  fluid  to  radiate  from  all  points  of  their  surfaces  with  the 
least  possible  interference.  Hence  the  combined  repulsion  of  the  three 
tubes,  acting  perpendicularly  from  the  vestibule,  disposes  their  three 
concavities  to  look  in  that  direction,  while  their  mutual  repulsion  places 
them  in  planes  perpendicular  to  each  other. 

The  cochlea  is  developed  precisely  in  the  manner  of  a  turbinated 
shell,  which  it  resembles.  To  the  apex  of  every  spiral  shell  the  liga- 
ment adheres  by  which  the  animal  is  attached  to  its  bony  covering,  and 
this  connection  is  always  maintained,  even  though  the  body  of  the  ani* 
mal  is  removed,  as  it  sometimes  is,  from  the  upper,  and  inhabits  the 
lower  part  of  the  shell.  If,  now,  we  suppose  the  nervous  fluid  to  pro- 
ceed along  the  course  of  the  fibres  of  this  ligament,  at  the  moment  it 
reaches  the  surface  of  the  animal  it  would  be  affected  in  the  same  way 
as  light  when  it  arrives  at  a  convex  surface  of  a  dense  medium,  and  is 
about  to  pass  into  another.  A  part  would  be  reflected  by  the  re- 
sistance it  meets  with,  and  since  it  could  not  be  thrown  back  perpen- 
dicularly, by  reason  of  the  fluid  continuing  to  issue  from  that  direction, 
it  would  be  compelled  to  move  over  the  surface  of  the  animal,  for  the 
stratum  of  space  contiguous  to  this  surface  is  where  the  two  mediums 
are  in  apposition  with  each  other ;  and  if  the  motions  going  on  in  both 
do  not  coincide,  they  produce  an  effect  which  is  the  same  as  would  re- 
sult were  the  fluid  less  dense,  or  opposing  less  resistance  to  the  current 
moving  through  it,  than  through  any  other  stratum  of  either  medium.  It 
would,  therefore,  follow  this  in  preference  to  any  other  direction. 

If  any  one  who  reads  this  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  examining  some 
of  these  shells,  he  will  be  able  to  appreciate  at  once  the  value  of  these 
observations.  He  may  recognize  no  less  than  five  or  six  different  points 
in  which  their  shape  and  structure  correspond  to  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  a  fluid  such  as  I  have  supposed,  issuing  from  the  apex,  reflected 
and  acted  upon  by  a  force  compounded  of  two,  an  horizontal  and  a  ver- 
tical force,  in  the  diagonal  of  which  it  moves.  The  helical  turns,  their 
constant  expansion  vertically,  their  continual  departure  from  the  centre 
of  the  cone,  the  spines  and  undulations,  which  are  found  on  many  of 
them  at  regular  intervals,  and  the  disposition  of  the  crystal  of  carbonate 
of  lime  in  the  three  plates  of  the  laminas  that  compose  the  shell,  are 
deducible  from  the  action  of  such  a  fluid,  with  mathematical  precision. 
Most  of  the  bivalve  shells  are  also  as  plainly  stamped  with  the  impres- 
sions of  this  fluid  on  their  surface,  as  flowers  with  colors. 

Applying  the  same  remarks  to  the  cochlea,  the  formation  of  its  bony 
parietes  may  be  understood.  The  nerve  that  passes  through  the  centre 
of  the  modiolus  corresponds  to  the  ligament  of  the  molluscous  animal. 
The  nervous  expansions  radiating  from  the  modiolus  as  a  base  line  into 
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the  spiral  tubes,  represent  the  body  of  the  animal,  from  which  the  fluid 
is  diverging  in  all  directions,  and  removes  the  spiral  turns  successively 
further  and  further  from  the  modiolus  as  they  approach  the  base.  If 
we  suppose  the  fluid  to  commence  its  departure  from  that  point  of  the 
modiolus  where  the  infundibulum  begins,  the  funnel  shape,  to  which 
that  name  is  given,  being  the  first  effect  of  its  divergence^  is  an  addi- 
tional corroboration  of  the  hypothesis.  A  further  confirmation  is  the  fact 
that  the  spiral  tubes  of  the  cochlea  are  developed  from  the  apex,  and 
increase  towards  the  base,  in  the  successive  gradation  of  animals. 
Dec.  21, 1837.  B.  H. 


SECONDARY  VARIOLOUS    OPHTHALMIA. 

BT    EDWARD   J.   DAVRNPORT,   U.D.,   BOSTON. 
[Commanlcated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. [ 

Mant  of  the  eruptive  fevers,  it  is  well  known,  are  accompanied  with,  or 
followed  by,  diseases  of  the  eye  and  its  appendages.  Thus  we  have  mor- 
billous  and  scarlatinous  ophthalmia,  as  the  result  of  measles  and  scarlet  fe- 
ver. Oiher  cutaneous  diseases  occasionally  invade  these  parts  ;  and  I  have 
recently  seen  a  patient  with  pytiriasis  rubra,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Gor- 
don, of  this  city,  in  whom  the  disease  had  effected,  extensively,  the  in- 
teguments of  the  eyelids  of  both  eyes.  In  former  times,  before  the 
practice  of  vaccination  had  become  general,  variola  was  a  very  common 
cause  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  frequently  of  the  most  destructive  charac- 
ter. Hence  many  cases  of  indelible  opacity  of  the  cornea  and  staphy- 
loma, which  occur  in  this  way.  During  the  time  of  the  general  erup- 
tion on  the  body  and  face,  one  or  more  pocks  or  pustules  form  on  the 
cornea,  where,  unfortunately,  they  are  much  more  apt  to  occur  than  on 
the  conjunctiva  covering  the  sclerotica.  When  the  pustule  bursts,  the 
ulcer,  thus  formed,  spreads  and  deepens,  and  perforating  the  cornea  gives 
rise  to  protrusion  of  the  iris.  Then  lymph  being  thrown  out,  and  adhe- 
sions taking  place  between  the  iris  and  cornea,  a  dense  leucoma  or  indeli- 
ble opacity,  perhaps  complicated  with  closure  of  the  pupil  and  oblitera- 
tion of  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye,  would  result.  In  some  cases, 
the  cornea  being  so  much  weakened  as  to  be  unable  to  resist  the  pres- 
sure of  the  humors  from  behind,  is  protruded  more  or  less  between  the 
lids,  and  a  partial  or  total  staphyloma  takes  place.  Vision  is  entirely 
destroyed  in  some  cases,  while  in  others  it  is  impaired  only,  according  to 
the  situation  and  extent  of  the  opacity  consequent  upon  the  disease. 
Among  other  diseases  caused  by  smallpox,  I  have  seen,  more  than  once, 
io  children,  chronic  inflammation  with  purulent  discharge,  or  blenorrhoea 
of  the  lachrymal  sac,  attended,  of  course,  with  stillicidium  lachrymarum, 
and  the  usual  train  of  disagreeable  symptoms  resulting  from  any  obstruc- 
tion of  the  excreting  parts  of  the  lachrymal  organs.  The  mai^ins  of 
the  eyelids  may  also  be  left,  by  an  attack  of  smallpox,  with  red  marks 
or  scars,  accompanied  by  a  great  proneness  to  inflammation  upon  any 
exposure ;  in  some  cases  an  inversion  of  the  eyelashes  may  occur,  be. 
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In  the  treatment  of  variolous  ophthalmia.  Mackenzie  speaks  of  rene* 
section,  as  a  remedy  that  is  harely  admissible,  and  one  that  is  to  be 
made  use  of  with  the  greatest  caution.  This  caution  may  have  refer- 
ence to  the  state  of  the  patient's  system,  which  is  by  no  means  to  be 
disregarded  in  the  general  treatment  adopted  in  diseases  of  the  eye  ; 
but  under  ordinary  circumstances,  1  presume  that  variolous  ophthalmias 
require  the  same  remedies  as  other  acute  inflammations  of  this  organ. 
lo  the  following  case,  the  good  effect  of  venesection,  in  subduing  inflam- 
mation, was  striking  and  immediate. 

James  Bell,  seaman,  28  years  of  age,  applied  18th  February.  On 
his  passage  from  Smyrna  to  this  port,  when  some  days  out,  he  was  at- 
tacked with  smallpox,  which  became  confluent  on  the  face.  During 
the  height  of  the  eruption,  the  eyelids  were  closed  and  adhered  together, 
as  frequently  happens  from  the  swelling  of  the  integuments,  and  the 
matter  discharged  from  the  meibomian  glands  in  a  state  of  irritation. 
Upon  the  subsidence  of  the  swelling  and  the  commencement  of  the 
process  of  desiccation  of  the  pustules,  he  examined,  of  his  own  accord, 
the  condition  of  his  eyes,  to  ascertain,  as  he  said,  whether  any  of  the 
"  pocks  '*  had  affected  the  eyeballs.  He  found  them  free  from  any 
pock  or  inflammation,  and  there  existed  merely  a  stiflfness  of  the  eye- 
lids and  a  slight  irritability  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva,  which  rendered 
exposure  to  strong  light  somewhat  unpleasant.  He  considered  himself^ 
indeed,  in  all  respects,  well  enough  to  return  to  his  duty  on  board  ship, 
when,  without  any  known  exciting' cause,  he  was  attacked  with  the 
ophthalmia,  on  account  of  which  he  now  applies.  The  disease  was  con- 
fined to  the  right  eye,  and  commenced  with  the  usual  symptoms  of 
acute  conjunctivitis,  such  as  a  feeling  of  roughness,  or  a  sensation  as  of 
sand  or  some  foreign  body  in  the  eye,  smarting  and  flow  of  tears. 
These  symptoms  were  very  soon  followed  with  pain  in  the  brow  over 
the  aflfected  eye,  extending  along  the  head,  on  the  right  side,  to  the  occi- 
put. The  character  of  this  pain  was  "  sharp ;"  it  was  invariably  ag- 
gravated at  night,  and  was  so  severe,  that  for  the  last  three  months  be 
bad  had  no  quiet  sleep  at  all.  Upon  exposure  to  the  light,  or  upon 
Qsing  the  well  eye,  he  experienced  a  darting  pain  through  the  inflamed 
eye,  which  obliged  him  immediately  to  desist.  Vision  became  impaired 
soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  Has  had  no  medical  treat- 
ment. Upon  removing  the  thick  bandages,  with  which,  in  accordance 
with  popular  error  and  prejudice,  the  inflamed  organ  was  bound  up,  be- 
ing irritated  by  the  heat  and  the  retained  secretions,  the  vessels  both  of 
the  conjunctiva  and  sclerotic  were  found  to  be  much  injected  and  of  a 
dark-red  color.  The  vascularity,  however,  was  mostly  confined  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  cornea,  forming  around  that  membrane  a  broad  circle  or 
zone.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  cornea,  there  was  a  deep-seated  opaque 
spot,  of  a  dull-white  color ;  and  extending  from  this  towards  the  mar- 
gin, was  observed  a  nebulous  opacity  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  of  which 
the  dense  spot  formed  the  apex.  This  spot  was  a  pustule  situated  in 
the  substance  of  the  eornea,  and  from  the  circumstance  that  the  con- 
iunctiva  covering  it,  was  flattened  or  depressed,  it  may  be  inferred  that 
Its  contents  bad  either  been  discharged  in  some  way,  or,  what  is  more 
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probable,  bad  been  absorbed.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  cornea 
presented  a  hazy  and  lack-lustre  appearance — if  the  term  is  allowable. 
The  pupil  was  contracted  and  motionless ;  but  the  exact  condition  of 
the  iris  and  pupil  could  not  be  ascertained,  owing  to  the  opacity  of 
the  cornea.  Vision  was  nearly  extinct ;  he  could  distinguish  the  light, 
be  said,  and  that  was  all.  Tongue  coated,  with  thirst  and  a  disagreea* 
ble  taste  of  the  mouth  ;  the  pulse  full  and  strong,  and  the  patient  of  a 
robust  habit  of  body.  The  supra-orbital  pain — indicating,  according  to 
Mackenzie,  inflammation  of  some  of  the  more  iinpoitant  textures  of  the 
eyeball,  as  the  cornea,  sclerotic  and  internal  tunics — continuing  severe, 
he  was  bled  from  a  large  ori6ce  in  the  arm  to  twenty-five  ounces,  when 
he  became  faint.  Before  this  amount  had  been  taken,  and  previous  to 
any  indications  of  faintness,  the  patient  was  entirely  free  from  pain,  and 
the  power  of  vision  was  so  far  restored  to  the  affected  eye,  as  to  enable 
him  to  distinguish,  readily,  objects  in  the  room.  At  the  same  time  the 
eyeball  became  nearly  as  pale  as  in  health,  and  a  very  perceptible  dimi- 
nution of  the  haziness  of  the  cornea  was  noticed.  This  rapid  disper- 
sion of  nebulous  or  diffused  opacity  of  the  cornea,  by  active  depletion, 
serves  to  show  that  such  opacities  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  depen- 
dent on  a  congested  state  of  the  serous  vessels  of  that.membrane,  which 
being  relieved,  the  natural  transparency  returns.  In  addition  to  the 
venesection,  the  patient  was  directed  to  take  a  full  dose  of  calomel  and 
jalap,  and  to  have  six  or  eight  leeches  applied  to  the  temple  in  the 
evening ;  also  to  apply  to  the  brow  an  anodyne  embrocation  with  tinc- 
ture of  stramonium.     Antiphlogistic  diet  and  rest. 

February  19.  Had  had  some  pain  about  the  brow,  which  was  re- 
lieved by  the  local  application.  The  redness  of  the  eye  and  the  opacity 
of  the  cornea  have  diminished  in  a  remarkable  manner,  the  entire  cornea 
having  regained  its  transparency,  except  a  small  spot  now  occupied  by 
the  pustule.  The  iris,  previously  concealed  from  view,  it  was  evident 
from  its  change  of  color,  from  the  contraction  of  the  pupil,  &c.,  had 
participated  in  the  inflammation  of  the  other  textures.  May  repeat  the 
application  of  leeches  to  the  temple,  and  take  every  night  one  of  the 
following  pills.  R.  Hydrar^.  submur.,  camph.  pulv.  aa  gr.  xij.  ;  opii 
pulv.  gr.  vj.     M.  in  pil.  no  vj.  dividend. 

21sc.  Inflammation  much  diminished  ;  pupil  remains  fixed  and  mo- 
tionless as  before.  Repeat  the  leeches,  and  apply  round  the  eye  the  di- 
luted extract  of  stramonium,  morning,  noon,  and  night. 

22d.  Vision  improving  :  can  distinguish  the  figures  on  the  face  of  a 
watch;  state  of  the  pupil  not  influenced  by  the  stramonium.  Continue 
the  extract  and  the  pills  of  the  19th. 

26th.  Pupil  remains  the  same ;  gums  slightly  tender.  Omit  the 
pills ;  continue  the  stramonium  and  application  of  leeches. 

28th.  The  pupil  is  now  moderately  dilated,  and  presents  a  very 
irregular  margin,  with  partial  adhesions  to  the  capsule  of  the  crystalline 
lens.     Vision  improving. 

March  6th.  The  opaque  spot  on  the  cornea  is  reduced  to  a  scarcely 
perceptible  point ;  vision  nearly  as  perfect  as  that  of  the  well  eye.  As 
a  stimulant  and  corroborant,  may  use  daily  a  collyrium  of  sulphate  of 
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zinc,  grains  two  to  four  to  the  ounce  of  rose  water,  and  omit  other 
.  remedies. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  above  case  presents  a  well- 
marked  instance  of  the  extension  of  inflammation  from  the  external  to 
the  internal  textures  of  the  eye,  a  consideration  never  to  be  overlooked 
in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  severe  ophthalmia. 

No.  4  Winter  Street.,  Dec,  1837. 
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•     MAUNOIR  ON  CATARACT. 

An  Essay  on  Cataract,  by  Theodore  Maunoir,  M.D.,  of  Geneva,  trans- 
lated from  the  French  {Mimoires  de  la  Sociiti  Midicale  d^ Observation), 
by  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Boston,  is  given  in  the  last  number  of  Dr.  Dungli- 
son'a  Journal,  which  is  an  uncommonly  excellent  production,  arranged 
under  the  following  heads,  viz.,  let,  causes  of  cataract  ;  2d,  origin, 
course  of  disease  ;  3d,  symptoms  and  diagnosis  ;  4th,  length  of  time 
elapsing  between  the  commencement  and  perfect  formation  of  the  cata- 
ract ;  5th,  description  of  the  operation,  its  difficulties  and  accidents ; 
6th,  consequences  of  the  operation  ;  7th,  results  ;  and  8th,  prognosis. 
It  is  decidedly  one  of  the  most  important  papers  which  has  appeared  in 
that  publication  since  its  commencement,  and  we  doubt  not  will  be  folly 
appreciated  by  medical  readers.  Everything  in  it,  in  the  first  place,  is 
exact — and  then,  again,  it  is  not  so  burdened  by  extraneous  matter  as  to 
conceal  the  author's  intention  of  instructing  those  who  consult  him.  To 
those  who  do  not  take  the  Library,  we  cordially  recommend  them  to  pos* 
sess  themselves  of  this  very  useful  and  instructive  translation. 


Cure  of  Varicose  Veins, — From  the  Bulletin  G^n^rale  de  Thera* 
peutique,  a  short  article  has  been  introduced  into  the  American  Medical 
Library,  stating  that  M.  Bonnet,  Surgeon-in-chief  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  at 
Lyons,  has  treated  eleven  cases  of  varicose  veins  by  introducing  pins 
through  their  cavities,  and  allowing  them  to  remain  some  time.  Nine  of 
them  were  cured,  in  hernial  sacs  he  has  pursued  a  similar  mode  of 
treatment.  Three  or  four  pins  are  forced  through  the  herniary  en- 
velopes, dose  to  the  inguinal  ring,  and  in  order  that  they  may  exert  a 
certain  degree  of  irritation  as  well  as  compression,  on  the  sac,  the  heads 
and  points  are  twisted,  so  as  to  give  them  a  circular  direction.  The  in- 
flammation and  pain  commence,  usually,  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  after 
the  operation,  and  soon  afler,  in  M.  Bonnet's  cases,  the  pins  were  re*> 
moved.  Caution  is  recommended,  in  order  to  secure  the  spermatic  cord 
from  injury. 

Medical  Books.-'Mr.  W.  D.  Ticknor,  Washington  street,  has  issued  a 
catalogue  of  medical  books,  which  he  has  on  sale  at  his  extensive  book- 
store in  Boston^  embracing  the  most  complete  assortment,  perhaps,  ever 
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offered  before  in  New  England,  in  anatomy,  surgery,  theory  and  prac- 
tice  of  physic,  chemistry,  materia  medica,  midwifery,  and  medical  juris- 
prudence, together  with  a  host  of  periodicals  for  which  he  receives  sub- 
scriptions and  furnishes  back  numbers.  We  take  pleasure  in  Recom- 
mending this  collection  to  the  patronage  of  the  medical  publtQ,  with  a 
hope  that  the  encouragement  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  our  professional 
brethren  to  bestow,  will  be  an  inducement  to  him,  in  future,  to  anticipate 
their  wishes  by  procuring  from  domestic  and  foreign  publishers  an  early 
supply  of  all  the  valuable  productions  emanating  from  the  press.  Those 
who  have  never  examined  the  magnificent  system  of  anatomy  by  Bour* 
gery,  no  where  else  to  be  purchased  this  side  of  New  York,  will  be 
amply  compensated  by  devoting  an  hour  to  its  inspection  at  Mr.  Tick- 
Dor's  bibliographical  establishment. 


Lectures  on  the  Materia  JUedica, — We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Dr. 
Tully,  of  New  Haven,  is  preparfhg  for  publication  a  synopsis  of  his 
lectures  on  the  materia  medica.  There  is  not,  probably,  an  individual  in 
the  country  so  well  qualified  to  send  forth  a  work  on  this  important 
branch  of  our  science,  as  Dr.  T.  He  has  undertaken  it,  we  are  in- 
formed, at  the  request  of  his  present  class,  in  the  Medical  School  of 
Yale  College.     It  will  not  be  published,  we  presume,  before  spring. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  malignant  fever  has  been  very  fatal  to  the 
Europeans  on  the  river  Gambia,  in  Africa. — ^Dr.  James  Holmes  has 
been  re««lected  mayor  of  Darien,  Geo. — Dr.  Morrison,  now  in  prison  for 
high  treason,  was  mayor  of  the  City  of  Toronto.  The  Canadian  physi- 
cians seem  to  have  taken  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  late  rebellion.  Dr. 
Kimber,  Dr.  Valvise,  of  Ponte  Claire,  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson,  besides 
many  others  belonging  to  the  profession,  are  either  in  durance  at  this  mo- 
ment, or  seeking  refuge  in  the  States.  Dr.  Rolph,  one  of  the  patriot 
leaders,  is  at  Buffalo.  Dr.  Baldwin  is  among  the  persecuted. ---A  bill 
has  been  reported  in  the  South  Carolina  Legislature,  exempting  the 
Thomsonian  practitioners  of  that  State  from  their  disabilities. — Nineteen 
cases  of  smallpox  existed  at  Woodstock,  Yt.,  at  the  last  accounts.  Dr. 
Perry,  of  that  town,  is  reported  to  have  died  with  it. — Invalids  are  hasten- 
ing to  St.  Croix  and  St.  Thomas,  in  great  numbers,  from  the  Atlantic 
cities.  Most  of  them  would  be  far  more  comfortable  at  home,  at  a  much 
less  expense. — Gregory's  truss  begins  to  gain  the  praise  of  surgeons.— 
Messrs.  Brewer  &  Brothers,  No.  92  Washington  street,  have  an  admira- 
ble collection  of  excellent  surgical  instruments,  worthy  the  attention  of 
professional  gentlemen. — Mens.  Poyen  has  delivered  one  lecture  on  ani- 
mal magnetism  at  Worcester. — The  cost  of  advertising  quack  medicines 
in  the  twenty-four  States,  annually,  is  supposed  to  amount  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  A  peck  of  pills  a  day  is  considered  necessary  for 
Boston,  and  half  a  bushel  for  New  York.  On  an  average,  only  one 
in  twenty-five  who  take  them  are  actually  sick — and  the  proportion  of 
those  who  dispense  with  some  necessary  of  life  to  purchase  nostrums 
which  do  them  a  positive  injury,  is  in  the  ratio  of  eighty-seven  to  every 
hundred,  throughout  the  country. — The  Thomsonians  seem  inclined  to 
revolutionize  orthography  as  well  as  medicine.  In  a  late  No.  of  one 
of  their  New  England  periodicals,  the  word  volume  is  spelt,  repeatedly, 
vo/tttnn. 
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Comparative  Pain  of  Cupping, — As  to  pain,  many  persons  prefer  being 
cupped  to  leeching  or  venesection.  Those  who  calculate  the  pain  in- 
curred in  cupping  by  comparison  with  a  cut  finger,  are  very  much  de- 
ceived ;  in  fact  there  is  rarely  any  pain  felt  in  this  (the  cutting)  part  of 
the  opef a|ion,  nor  is  any  inconvenience  suffered  from  it  afterwards.  *  The 
previous  application  of  the  glasses  seems  to  deprive  the  part  of  its  usual 
sensibility.  The  whole  inconvenience,  in  fact,  rests  in  the  glasses,  the 
application  of  which  seems  to  lay  a  very  heavy  load  upon  the  part  ;  but 
this  is  all  that  is  felt.  On  the  temple,  the  extra  pressure  made  by  the 
glass  upon  one  particular  part,  of  necessity  forms  a  slight  exception  to 
this  rule  j  and  of  course,  in  cases  where  the  mere  touch  of  the  finger 
will  occasion  pain,  we  cannot  expect  the  cupping  glasses  to  be  applied 
with  impunity. 

Died,— At  Princeton,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Stockton,  aged  77.— At  Halifax,  N. 
S.,  Samuel  Head,  M.D.,  an  eminent  physician  and  magiiitrate  of  that  city .^ At 
Exeter,  N.  H.,  Joseph  Tiltoo,  M.D.,  aged  94.— At  Amherst,  Dr.  Riifus  Cowles. — 
At  the  McLean  Asylum,  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Dr.  Joseph  Chapman,  of  Con- 
nectieut,  aged  44,  of  epUepsy. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Bo«iun,  for  the  week  ending  0ec.  20,  lb.    Malei,  1  l-'Fein&le?,  7. 

ConsutapUoo,  9— dro|My  in  the  head,  9— child-bed,  1— scarlet  Tever,  2— iiiflaniiiiation  of  the  Iudss, 
9— measles,  1— typhus  fever,  1— coma,  effect  of  nervous  convulsions,  1— delirium  tremens,  l^cramp, 
1— marasmuB,  1— still  born,  2. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thm  subecriben  ate  aaaociated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  cuursi>  of  meillcal  inatructlon, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupiU  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Oenoral  HoMpital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  c:%*es  they  wiiiiesa  there.  Insiruciion,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  hitervalf  of  the  public  leeiures,  every  week  day. 

Oo  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry »•    by      Dn.  Cnxtniino. 
On  Physiology,  Paiholugy,  Thera^teuiics,  and  Materia  Medlca,  -  -     "      Da.  WAas. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        - «      Da.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,       ..-.• _  «c      jj^,  L«wis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.    Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Analo- 
'  my  are  not  Inferior  to  any  In  the  country. 

The  feed  are  $IOi)<-io  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  safficient  security  of  some 
person  In  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  nionlhs. 

Applicatiuas  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremool  Hoom, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHAA'NLVG, 

JOltN  WARE, 
Oct.  18-tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LfiWlB,  JR. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 
PMrsioiAivs  In  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quIIIs  charged  with  Pints  Vaccirs 
Viaus  by  return  mail,  on  addressinfr  the  editor  of  the  l3uaton  Medical  and  fcsurgical  Jottrnal,  enclos- 
ing one  dsllar,  postpaid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  25. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
Tna  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  thebraaehe*  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pnpils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Bar  Inflrmary,  and  of  attending  n  course  ol  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  profegsional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  popila. 
Foe  further  tufocmation, apply  to  eitherof  the  sabscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
FrazUi*  5tr««t,  JVoe.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DiX,  M.I>. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  hy 
I).  CLAPP.  JR.  at  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  coniHiunicnlioas 
niusth8addreriied,/io.««-paid.  it  is  atno published  in  Monthly  Partn,  each  Part  contHininfr  the  weeldy 
uiiuVrs  of  the  preceiimg  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  tdjDOa 
vear  in  advance.  4)3.^30  after  three  monthK,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agenip  allowed 
every  xevenih  oopv  ^^«ei«.— Orders  from  a  distance  mast  bo  aecompantad  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— PtMiage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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CASE  OF  STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA  OF  LONG  STANDING, 

CURED   BT   CUTTING   DOWN    UPOK  THE    CONTRACTED   POINT. 
BT   COWARD   MAI.'fVrARIfrO,   SUReCOIf,   BIRMIXfOHAM,   CfOLAND. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1834,  six  o'clock,  A.  M.,  1  was  called  upon  to 
attend  William  Bentley,  of  Sheepcote  street,  Birnnin|ham.  On  my 
arrival  I  found  him  laboring  under  all  the  distressing  symptoms  of  com- 
plete suppression  of  urine,  of  some  hours  duration ;  great  distention  of 
bladder ;  high  fever ;  quick,  hard  pulse ;  furred,  dry  tongue ;  great 
anxiety,  and  ammoniacal  odor  of  l)^eath  ;  has  had  warm,  bttttiis,  and  twi^ 
strong  anodyne  draughts,  without  relief,  by  order  of  Dr.  Eccles.  I  ira- 
mediately  had  recourse  to  the  catheter.  The  urethra  was  very  irritablei 
and  I  found  a  formidable  stricture  at  the  bulb,  rigid  spasm  of  the  mem- 
branous portion,  and  a  very  much  enlarged  prostate  gland,  being  full  aa 
large  as  a  hen's  egg ;  but  by  perseverance,  and  raising  the  point  of  the 
catheter  with  the  finger  of  the  left  hand  in  the  rectum,  I  succeeded  in  its 
introduction  into  the  bladder,  and  drew  off  upwards  of  two  quarts  of 
urine,  at  once  affording  complete  relief.  I  then  ordered  an  enema,  to 
be  administered  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered  from  his  exhaustion,  and  ao 
anodyne  draught  at  bedtime. 

I  called  ^during  the  day,  and  made  some  inquiries  into  my  patient's 
history.  He  is  sixty  years  of  age,  and  by  trade  a  carpenter  ;  has  been 
more  abstemious  in  bis  habits  than  otherwise,  occasionally,  only,  taking  a 
drop  too  much.  His  appearance  is  that  of  a  dark-hairecf,  thin,  pale 
man,  about  five  feet  six  inches  high,  not  emaciated,  but  still  looks  like 
one  who  has  seen  some  hardship.  He  bears  a  good  character  for  indus- 
try, and  has  reared  a  large  family  ;  his  general  heahh  good.  He  states 
that  he  has  had  difficulty  in  making  water  for  twelve  years,  but  that 
twelve  months  ago  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  stoppage  of  his  urine, 
and  with  anxious  desire  to  void  it,  after  walking  half  a  mile  on  a  hot 
day,  and  drinking  a  draught  of  porter  while  he  was  heated  ;  since  then 
has  had  occasional  attacks  of  this  sort,  accompanied  by  severe  pain  io 
his  back  and  lower  part  of  his  belly  ;  but  these  attacks  went  off,  by  rest 
and  quiet,  without  medical  assistance.  Has  been  subject  to  haemorrhoids 
for  twenty  years,  which  are  very  painful  occasionally ;  to  hydrocele  of 
the  left  scrotal  sac  for  twelve  years,  and  has  been  in  the  hospital  here 
several  times  for  relief,  but  no  permanent  cure  effected,  the  sac  being 
22 

.      •  ,  '  '         Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


348  Stricture  of  the  Urethra. 

now  much  distended  wi|h  fluid.  Never  had  gonorrhcea  or  syphilis  of 
any  kind. 

27.  To-day  I  was  sent  for,  and  found  my  patient  laboring  under  the 
same  symptoms  as  yesterday.  I  again  attempted  the  catheter, ^and  I 
suppose  was  an  hour  using  every  manoeuvre  possible  to  introduce  it,  but 
without  success.  He  complained  most  horribly  of  the  pain  and  irrita* 
lion  I  gave  him,  although  I  used  but  very  little  force.  His  pulse  was 
hard  and  full,  which,  with  his  other  symptoms,  induced  me  to,  imme- 
diately, tie  up  his  arm  and  bleed  him  to  faintness.  Administered  an 
enema,  and  gave  him  an  anodyne  draught,  containing  forty  drops  of  Bat- 
ley*s  sedative  solution,  and  to  have  constant  fomentations  of  poppy-head 
water  to  the  abdomen  and  perineum. 

Three  hours  after.  The  distressing  symptoms  continue,  and  the  blad- 
der seems  fast  distending.  I  attempted  the  catheter  again,  but  did  not 
succeed.  I  now  directed  my  attention  to  the  scrotum,  thinking  that,  from 
its  great  distenti9n  with  fluid,  it  might  exercise  some  sympathetic  influ- 
ence over  the  bladder.  I  punctured  it,  and  drew  off  the  fluid  collected. 
Applied  six  leeches  to  the  perineum,  and  gave  a  starch  injection,  con-* 
taining  3j-  of  laudanum.  An  hour  after,  1  used  the  catheter  again,  but 
without  success.  His  symptoms  were  now  of  that  alarming  nature  that 
I  determined  upon  calling  in  further  Assistance.  Mr.  Freer  and  the  late 
Mr.  Chester  were  sent  for,  when,  afier  many  fruitless  attempts  to  pass 
the  catheter,  we  determined  to  puncture  the  bladder,  as  being  the  only 
means  left  to  save  my  patient.  This  1  immediately  did  about  three 
inches  above  the  pubis,  and  through  the  canula.  1  introduced  an  elas- 
tic gum  catheter  into  the  bladder,  which  rentained  in  the  new-made  pas- 
sage for  twelve^  weeks,  during  which  time  I  had  to  combat  several  severe 
attacks  of  peritonitis,  which  I  subdued  by  the  steady  and  persevering 
use  of  calomel  and  opium,  warm  fomentations,  glysters,  and  strict  watch- 
ing, scarcely  ever  leaving  him  for  more  than  two  or  four  hours  at  a 
time,  day  or  night,  during  the  whole  period  of  twelve  weeks'  painful 
confinement. 

About  every  fifth  or  sixth  day  I  had  rec6urse  to  the  catheter,  which  I 
at  last  succeeded  in  passing  into  the  bladder.  I  now  felt  delighted  at 
the  prospect  of  a  speedy  cure  to  my  patient,  and  a  termination  to  my 
anxiety  and  care ;  and  for  five  days  he  went  on  well,  sat  up  for  several 
hours  in  the  day,  enjoyed  his  meals,  and  slept  well  at  night.  The  in- 
flammation of  the  prostate  had  been  reduced  by  leeching,  and  other 
suitable  means,  and  he  was  now  gaining  strength  rapidly.  He,  how- 
ever, on  the  fifth  night,  and  he  says  in  his  sleep,  pulled  the  catheter  out 
of  his  bladder,  although  I  had  secured  it  with  tape ;  and  when  I  called 
at  midday,  expecting  all  was  going  on  well,  I  was  exceedingly  mortified 
to  find  my  patient  with  his  bladder  painfully  distended,  and  unable  to 
void  his  urine.  I  immediately  attempted  to  pass  the  catheter  per  ure- 
thram,  but  could  not  succeed,  from  its  excessively  irritable  state.  The 
gentlest  introduction  of  a  well-oiled  gum  catheter  produced  therein  ex- 
cruciating pain  and  spasm,  rendering  it  impossible  to  pass  it  more  than 
two  or  three  inches.  Here  was  a  condition  to  be  in !  the  punctured 
iround  had  quite  healed ;  my  patient's  bladder  full  and  painful ;  he  was 
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Fery  weak  and  reduced,  and  seemed  now  to  resign  all  hope  of  reliefs 
1,  however,  cheered  him,  gave  him  an  anodyne  draught  and  a  starch  in*- 
jection,  with  3  j-  of  laudanum,  and  ordered  fomentations  to  be  constaot- 
ly  applied. 

1  called  again  in  three  hours ;  in  the  meanwhile  a  slight  oozing  of 
urine  had  commenced  from  the  puncture  in  the  abdomen^  and  on  my 
removing  the  bed  clothes  a  fine  stream  of  urine,  of  the  thickness  of  a 
pin,  jetted  to  the  height  of  fifteen  or  twenty  inches.  Taking  advantage 
of  this,  1  seized  the  catheter  and  bored  it  into  the  bladder,  and  relieved 
my  patient.     1  again  left  him  tolerably  comfortable. 

We  now  went  on  much  as  before ;  he  in  bearing  his  sufferings,  and  I 
attempting  to  relieve  them,  for  another  period  of  seven  weeks  ;  during 
which  time  I  used,  at  intervals,  every  means  possible  to  again  enter  the 
bladder  per  urethram,  but  without  success.  I  could  pass  the  catheter 
somewhere,  its  Tull  length,  but  certainly  not  into  the  bladder.  By  this 
time  my  patient's  mind  was  so  harassed  by  his  distressing  situation,  thai 
he  hoped  I  would  end  his  miserable  existence,  or  devise  some  means  of. 
relief  from  this  most  extreme  state  of  suffering.  I  then  determined  up' 
on  performing  the  lateral  operation  ;  to  this  he  joyfully  consented,  and 
with  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  Baynham  and  Mr.  Welshman,  I  accom- 
plished it.  My  patient's  health  had  been  much  shattered,  certainly, 
but  there  yet  remained  considerable  courage,  and  for  some  time  the 
thought  had  struck  me,  that  I  could  take  advantage  of  the  opening  into 
the  bladder  through  the  abdomen,  and  render  the  operation  less  difficult, 
and  success  far  more  certain.  With  this  view  I  prepared  a  sound  a 
little  longer  than  the  common  one,  and  bent  it  into  this  shape  «^,  and 
having  placed  my  patient  on  the  table,  secured  as  for  lithotomy,  I  passed 
a  sound  down  to  the  bulb  of  the  urethra,  this  being  quite  as  far  as  I 
could  go  with  certainty  ;  and  having  placed  it  in  the  hand  of  one  of 
my  kind  assistants,  I  withdrew  the  gum  catheter  from  the  bladder, 
through  the  wound  in  the  abdomen,  and  introduced  the  prepared  sound 
through  the  sanr>e  passage.  Having  found  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  I 
pushed  the  sound  into  it  as  far  as  1  could,  and  placed  it  in  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Welshman.  Thus  prepared,  1  made  my  incision  down  to  the  point 
of  the  sound  in  the  urethra,  and  dissected  carefully  on  till  I  could  dis- 
tinctly feel  the  sound  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  when,  having  fixed 
my  knife  on  its  point,  I  gently  withdrew  it,  and  followed  with  my  knife, 
dividing  in  its  course  part  of  the  prostate  gland  and  the  neck  of  the 
bladder.  Having  now  obtained  a  satisfactory  entrance  into  the  bladder, 
and  this  being  accomplished  without  much  foss  of  blood,  my  patient  bore 
up  well.  He  was  now  placed  in  bed,  and  the  wound  left  open,  with  the 
view  of  keeping  up  a  steady  drain  from  the  diseased  gland,  and  an  easy 
passage  for  the  urine.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  my  patient  not  hav- 
mg  had  a  bad  symptom,  and  the  prostate  very  much  diminished,  1  ven- 
tured upon  passing  a  catheter  down  the  whole  length  of  the  urethra^ 
and  healing  up  the  wound  in  the  perineum  (the  one  in  the  abdomea 
was  perfectly  so).  To  effect  this  I  had  a  silver  trough  made,  which  I 
introduced  through  the  wound  into  the  bladder ;  then  passed  an  elastic 
gum  catheter  down  the  urethra,  and  fixing  its  point  in  the  tiougb,  I 
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passed  it  into  the  bladder.  The  trough  was  then  withdrawn,  and  the 
wound  dressed  with  caustic  and  lint.  At  the  end  of  nine  days  the 
wound  in  the  perineuiii  was  quite  healed,  and  I  withdrew  the  catheter, 
and  in  a  few  hours  my  patient  made  water,  to  use  his  own  expression, 
*^  as  well  as  ever  he  did  in  his  life."  It  is  now  nearly  three  years  and 
a  half  since  the  operation,  and  he  has  remained  perfectly  well,  never 
having  once  complained  of  difficulty  in  voiding  his  urine.  •    . 

The  haemorrhoids  are  much  better,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  able 
to  follow  bis  occupation  with  comfort. — London  Lancet. 


ANIMAL  MAGNETISM  IN  LONDON. 

[An  able  writer  in  the  London  Lancet,  after  describing  some  experi- 
ments which  he  witnessed  at  the  University  College  Hospital,  by  Baron 
Dupotet  de  Sennevoye,  makes  the  following  observations.  Whether 
they  contain  a  true  solution  of  the  mystery  of  animal  magnetism  or  not, 
they  are  worthy  of  attention  in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  public' 
mind  on  this  interesting  subject.] 

And  now  1  come  to  the  impression  made  on  me  in  the  way  of  ex- 
planation. I  entirely  give  up  the  idea  of  collusion  on  the  part  of  the 
patient ;  she  was  much  too  pretty  and  light-hearted  to  be  the  instrument 
of  a  cold-blooded  and  painful  fraud.  To  say  no  more  of  the  pinching 
and  the  snuff,  it  would  have  required  a  long  drilling  to  teach  a  girl  the 
symptoms  to  be  counterfeited ;  and  what  would  be  the  chance  of  a 
foreigner's  finding  the  requisites  united,  in  an  out-patient  in  the  Univer- 
sity College  Hospital  ? 

The  explanation,  I  apprehend,  lies  in  a  much  shorter  compass.  It  is 
simply,  that  the  waving  motion  of  the  hands  (which  it  is  observable  is 
as  perceptible  to  the  patient  when  the  eyes  are  shut  as  when  open,  es- 
pecially if  the  face  be  turned  towards  the  light,  as  anybody  may  con- 
vince themselves  by  experiment  with  their  own  hands)  produces  an  ac- 
tion on  the  brain  (akin,  perhaps,  to  the  dizziness  produced  by  the  sight 
of  running  water),  sufficient  in  some  epileptic  patients  (in  the  actual 
case,  one  out  of  two)  to  bring  on  a  real  repetition  of  the  epileptic  fit.  I 
never  felt  any  doubt  that  the  patient  was  in  one  of  her  epileptic  fits ; 
and  the  remark  of  the  women  is  con6rmation  of  the  identity.  What 
troubled  me,  was  the  idea  of  what  would  become  of  us  all  if  the  patient 
never  recovered,  and  we  were  brought  before  the  coroner.  How  the 
recovery  was  brought  about,  I  admit  to  be  the  mysterious  point ;  but  if 
we  will  only  keep  our  wits  about  us,  and  not  be  run  away  with  by  ad- 
miration of  the  marvellous,  we  must  be  on  the  point  of  finding  out  the 
wliole.  The  fact  already  ascertained,  I  maintain  to  be,  that  certain  mo- 
tions before  the  eyes  produce  a  cerebral  affection,  capable  of  inducing 
epilepsy  in  certain  states  of  predisposition.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
more  wonderful  than  in  many  other  facts  established  by  experiment. 
For  example,  a  few  weeks  ago  I  experienced,* for  the  first  time,  what  I 
remember  hearing  the  servants  talk  of  when  I  was  a  boy,  that  certain 
j^atteros  upon  walls  and  furniture  produce  giddiness.     I  was  in  a  roodi 
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at  the  Albion,  and  found  the  walls  turning  round.  My  first  thoughta 
were  of  apoplexy ;  but  the  recollection  of  the  servants'  assertion  cama 
to  my  relief.  The  paper  on  the  walls  was  a  crimson  ground,  with  some- 
thing like  serpentine  columns  in  white,  reaching  from  the  floor  to  the 
ceiling.  Now  if  so  slight  a  circumstance  can  produce  a  cerebral  affec- 
tion in  a  person  of  strong  nerves  and  free  from  disease,  there  seem^  no- 
thing unreasonable  in  believing  that  a  wavy  motion  before  the  eyes  of  a 
weakly  patient  may  produce  a  sui  generis  effect  upon  the  brain,  which 
in  epileptic  habits  shall  have  a  tendency  to  produce  recurrence  of  the 
fit.  It  aj)pears  to  be  merely  a  question  of  experiment.  An  honest 
aceptu^ism  does  not  consist  in  refusing  to  believe  that  a  cause  A  may 
produce  an  effect  B,  if  experiment  proves  them  to  be  connected  ;  but 
in  refusing  to  believe  anything  without  competent  proof. 

Another  point  of  circumstantial  evidence  in  support  of  the  absence 
of  collusion,  I  think  I  see  in  the  following.  Though  not  medical,  I 
have  enough  of  general  information  to  know,  that  one  of  the  first  symp- 
toms by  which  cerebral  affections  in  general  demonstrate  themselves,  and 
particularly  in  women,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  greater  contrast 
with  their  previous  habits,  is  a  diminution  of  the  ordinary  restraint  on 
language.  It  takes  place  in  insanity,  in  drunkenness,  in  the  delirium  of 
opium,  and  in  epileptic  fits  which  are  only  another  form  of  cerebral  af- 
fection. Everybody  knows  that  when  ladies  faint,  there  is  a  hustlieg 
away  of  gentlemen ;  whksh  is  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  necessity 
of  cutting  laces,  as  for  fear  of  what  might  be  said  by  the  patient  during 
the  temporary  suspension  of  restraint.  The  purest-minded  woman  up- 
on earth,  might  talk  of  her  innocent  preferences,  her  state  of  health,  or 
many  other  subjects  on  which  witnesses  would  not  be  desirable.  Now 
I  submit  that  in  the  case  described,  there  is  just  so  much  of  this  kind 
of  evidence  as  goes  to  establish  the  cause  assigned.  It  is  out  of  the 
range  of  probability,  that  a  foreigner  should  have  been  able  to  instil  with 
effect  into  the  mind  of  a  hospital  patient,  that  precisely  such  and  such  a 
departure  from  her  ordinary  restraint  in  language  and  conversation, 
would  best  keep  up  tlie  character  she  was  to  assume.  1  therefore  coo- 
dude  it  to  be  more  likely  that  there  was  a  real  affection  of  the  brain. 

One  inference  would  appear  to  be,  that  thecrebral  irritation  which  in- 
duces the  epileptic  action,  at  least  of  the  artificial  kind,  is  attended  with 
no  pain.  It  may  even  be  attended  with  soothing  and  agreeable  sensa- 
tions ;  as  in  the  case  of  a  little  girl  of  my  own,  of  four  and  a  half  years, 
who  always  requeste  to  be  "  tickled  "  to  sleep,  the  "  tickling "  con- 
sisting in  somebody  drawing  their  bands  over  her  face,  which  invariably 
sends  her,  in  a  few  minutes,  to  sleep.  Various  questions  of  importance 
may  also  suggest  themselves.  If  there  is  a  process  that  removes  the 
artificial  fit,  will  it  lead  to  a  way  of  removing  the  natural  one  ?  And  what 
16  to  be  the  effect  of  the  artificial  fits  upon  the  patient  ?  Epilepsy  is 
understood  to  be  confirmed  by  habit ;  is  then  the  repetition  three  times 
a  week  of  the  artificial  fit,  to  go  towards  confirming  the  habit,  or  may  it 
have  a  tendency  to  act  as  a  vaccine,  and  prevent  or  modify  the  natural 
disease  ?  It  has  been  asserted  in  some  of  the  newspapers,  that  the  pa- 
MMi  daaoribed  baa  had  no  wourreoce  of  her  natiyal  fits  aince  tlie  artifi- 
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cial  practice.    If  this  4)6  so,  there  appears  something  like  an  exhaustion 
of  the  epileptic  tendency. 

I  have  not  witnessed  any  repetition  of  the  experiments,  but  I  have 
beard  the  accounts  of  a  person  in  whom  I  have  con6dence  ;  and  as  no- 
thing but  sheer  imbecility  can  prevent  the  immediate  ascertaining  wheth- 
er the  main  facts  are  correct  or  not,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  alluding 
Co  them  under  that  reservation.  He  says  he  saw  the  process  tried  on  a 
girl  of  fourteen  (whom,  I  surmise,  I  recollect),  an  in-patient  in  the  bos- 

Eital,  suffering  under  what  the  doctors  called  <'  ecstatic  delirium,"  left 
ehind  by  a  fever.  She  was  exceedingly  violent  and  abusive,  assailing 
the  Baron  with  the  common-places  she  had  heard  employed  against 
foreigners,  which,  fortunately,  he  did  not  understand ;  but  after  the 
''sigh  "  which  would  appear  to  be  a  general  symptom,  she  came  out  a 
quiet,  timid,  orderly  little  girl,  answering  with  great  propriety  to  every- 
tbing  which  was  said  to  her.  If  this  be  so,  the  artificial  cerebral  irritation, 
whatever  it  is,  would  appear  to  have  a  tendency  to  quiet  delirium.  Ao 
eSect  of  the  same  kind,  I  think,  has  been  asserted  to  have  been  produced 
on  maniacal  patients,  by  turning  them  in  what  our  forefathers  called  a 
whirligig.  The  patient  whom  I  saw,  is  also  described  as  having  ap- 
proached much  nearer  to  rationality  during  the  access,  or  to  have  had 
the  6t  in  what  may  be  called  a  diluted  state.  As  one  instance,  I  under- 
Btand  that  when  pestered  with  questions  in  her  ear,  she  attempted  to 
rise  and  make  a  manual  defence ;  which  reminds  me,  that  when  I  saw 
ber,  she,  either  by  accident  or  design,  gave  a  sound  cuff  to  one  unhap- 
py questioner.  Does  the  artificial  stimulus,  then,  wear  out,  or  alter  its 
eflSsct  by  repetition  ?  And  does  this  wearing  out  modify  the  results,  and 
eo  produce  different  phenomena  in  the  patient  ?  All  these  seem  among 
possible  things,  and  all  seem  to  be  determinable  by  attention  and  care. 
What  appears  to  be  the  subject  for  regret,  is,  that  instead  of  pursuing 
the  connection  between  causes  and  effects  with  scientific  caution,  it 
ebould  have  been  chosen  to  attempt  to  envelope  the  whole  with  the 
name  of  a  new  and  mysterious  science,  and  invest  it  as  far  as  possible 
with  something  of  the  supernatural.  I  cannot  help  avowing,  that  unless 
it  was  considered  as  a  necessary  compliment,  the  medical  men  present 
seemed  to  lean  to  the  side  of  the  question  which  they  ought  not ;  in 
short,  there  was  a  little  of  a  gobe-mouche  spirit  abroad.  For  instance, 
some  of  the  questions  they  asked  were  in  the  highest  degree  unwise ; 
not  only  as  implying  the  expectation  of  supernatural  or  extra-natural 
responses,  but  as  having  a  direct  tendency  to  act  as,  what  counsel  call 
'*  leading  questions."  Take  for  example,  "  How  many  more  times 
must  you  be  magnetized  before  you  are  able  to  see  with  your  eyes 
shut  ?" — which  my  informant  seems  to  think  was  afterwards  extended 
Co  asking  how  long  it  would  be  before  she  could  tell  what  o'clock  it  was 
by  a  watch  held  to  the  pit  of  her  stomach,  to  which,  after  much  teas- 
ing, she  appears  to  have  held  out  something  like  a  promise  of  hope. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  but  fair  to  say,  that  these  questions  may  hare 
been  put  at  the  direction  of  the  Baron,  and  have  been  considered  as  an 
essential  part  of  the  trial  of  his  process.  And  in  one  view,  good  may 
result  in  the  end.    The  alchemists  might  obscure  science  on  the  whole) 
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by  the  wild  and  mystical  view  they  chose  to  take  of  the  operations  of 
nature.  But  their  most  irregular  flights  had  still  a  certain  chance  of 
discovering  useful  materials  for  the  cooler  heads  of  future  geoeratioas  lo 
work  upon. 

My  hope,  therefore,  is,  that  some  medical  person  will  take  up  the 
question  with  the  advantages  of  professional  knowledge,  and  will  steer  a 
just  course  between  credulity  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  sk:kly  dread  of 
discovering  new  truths  upon  the  other,  though  concealed  under  any  im-' 
aginable  mass  of  the  fantastic  and  the  unsound.  Truth  can  never  be 
too  soon  secured,  nor  error  too  quickly  got  rid  of.  Fifty  years  ago,  it 
is  probable  that  some  useful  physiological  facts  which  will  now  be  elicit- 
ed, would  have  been  seized  on  by  scientific  men,  if  the  whole  subject 
bad  not  been  contrived  to  be  involved  in  the  mystical  and  the  ridiculous. 
And  what  is  there  we  might  not  come  to  now,  if  the  reins  were  given 
to  the  supernatural  and  the  unproved  ?  Think  only  what  a  combina- 
tion in  politics  might  be  made  out  of  ^'  Animal  Magnetism  "  and  St 
Siroonianism ;  or  various  other  amalgams  which  will  suggest  themselves 
to  the  reader. 


ERYTHEMA  VENENOSA  (TULLY), 
(Commanlcated   for  the  Boaton  Medical  and  Surgical  Jounial.J 

^'  Bt  Erythema  Venenosa  is  meant  that  peculiar  erythematb  or  ery- 
sipelatous eruption  which  is  produced  by  certain  veskmting  plants,  as 
rbus  pumila,  radicans;  toxicodendron  and  venenata."* 

This  eruption  usually  commences  within  twenty-four  hours  after  ex- 
posure, with  a  dark-red  or  lead-colored  efflorescence,  tumefaction,  heat, 
pain,  and  intolerable  itching.  On  the  following  day  the  efflorescence 
and  tumefaction  are  found  to  have  increased,  and  small  vesicles,  cootain- 
ing  lymph,  make  their  appearance  on  the  tumefaction  ;  these  gradnallj 
increase,  enlarge,  and  become  confluent.  The  parts  first  afl[«2ted  ara 
usually  the  scrotum  and  penis ;  from  these  it  gradually  extends  dowa 
the  thighs  and  upon  the  abdomen.  The  face  and  arms  are  next  afllect- 
ed,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  third  day  it  has  usually  reached  its  ulti- 
mate limits,  occasbnally  affecting,  in  this  way,  the  whole  anterk>r  sur* 
face  of  the  body.  The  tumefaction,  pain,  heat,  and  itching,  on  the 
parts  last  aflbcted,  increase  and  vesicate,  the  vesicles  enlarge,  and  the 
disease  does  not  come  to  a  crisis  until  the  end  of  the  fifth  or  beginning 
of  the  seventh  day,  when  it  begins  gradually  to  subside,  the  vesicles 
burst  and  scabs  are  formed,  the  inflammation  subsides,  the  scabs  and 
cuticle  fall  oflT,  and  by  the  tenth  day  the  disease  disappears.  In  severe 
cases  there  is  usually  more  or  less  constitutional  febrile  aflTection,  of  a 
typhoid  character.  The  fever  sometimes,  though  rarely,  commences 
with  rigors,  more  generally  with  languor,  lassitude,  loss  of  muscular 
strength,  followed  with  rapid  pulse,   anxiety,  restlessness,  jactitation, 

*  See  Prise  £nay  oo  Bangoiaaria,    Medical  Becorder,  Vol.  jdiL  pafe  9^1. 
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pain  in  head,  back,  and  limbs ;  the  tongue  is  coated  with  a  thick  brown 
far ;  there  is  nausea,  vomiting,  faintness,  palpitation  of  heart,  and  some- 
times delirium. 

The  above  brief  description  will  apply  to  the  most  severe  cases  of 
this  disease,  when  uninfluenced  by  medication.  It,  however,  varies 
moch  in  extent  and  severity,  and  is  fortunately,  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
con6ned  to  a  single  locality,  as  the  face,  arms,  or  legs,  and  so  slight  as 
to  cause  little  or  no  constitutional  disturbance.  In  those  cases  where 
there  is  considerable  tumefaction  of  the  face,  the  eyelids  are  closed  and 
glued  together.  Add  to  this  the  constitutional  symptoms  already  related, 
tod  it  will  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  pitiable  situation. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  I  have  endeavored  to  quiet  the  con- 
stitutional disturbance,  and  directly  resolve  the  local  inflammation.  To 
accomplish  this,  my  first  measure  has  been  to  administer  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  morphia  to  quiet,  as  far  as  possible,  the  local  and  constitu- 
tional disturbance,  and,  if  necessary,  to  repeat  it  in  small,  but  suitable 
doses,  at  short  and  regular  intervals.  As  soon  as  the  patient  becomes 
quiet,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  any  oflending  matter  from  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels,  and  increasing  the  action  of  the  secernents  and  ab- 
sorbents, I  would  give  a  full  dose  of  proto-chloridvm  hydrargeri.  If 
this  does  not  move  the  bowels  in  ten  or  twelve  hours,  it  should  be  as- 
sisted by  an  enema  or  ol.  ricini.  To  sustain  the  tone  of  the  stomach 
and  excite  the  action  of  the  skin,  an  infusion  of  aristolochia  serpentaria, 
comptonia  asplemfoliaf  or  laurus  benzoinis,  should  be  given.  The  diet 
should  be  light,  consisting  of  farina,  boiled  milk  and  water  or  animal 
jelly*  The  topical  application  which  I  prefer,  and  have  most  used,  for 
the  purpose  of  at  once  putting  an  end  to  the  inflammation,  is  a  strong 
nkition  of  pure  nit.  argenti  (from  twenty  to  forty  grs.  to  f  3  i.  of  wa- 
ter). The  pain  produced  by  this  is  of  short  duration,  and  is  speedilj 
followed  by  a  suspension  of  all  disagreeable  sensations  in  the  part  to 
which  it  is  applied.  If  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  the  heat  and  pain 
again  return,  the  nit.  ai^enti  is  to  be  repeated,  and  so  on,  as  may  be 
aecessary^  A  little  experience  and  dexterity  are  necessary  in  the  ap- 
plication of  this  article.  The  skin  should  be  previously  washed  per- 
fectly clean  with  warm  water  and  soap,  and  the  inflamed  surface  should 
be  kept  wet  with  the  solution  several  minutes.  Should  the  redness  and 
tumefaction  be  extensive,  and  the  patient  unusually  susceptible,  the  ap- 
plication should  be  made  only  to  a  small  extent  of  surface  at  a  time 
{l9st  too  much  irritation  be  produced  by  it^,  and  extended  as  the  patient 
can  bear  it,  until  the  whole  inflamed  surface  has  been  freely  touched. 
In  this  way  1  have  uniformly  been  able  to  subdue  the  disease  mih  two 
or  three  applications. 

I  have  used  and  succeeded  perfectly  well  with  other  articles.  A  so- 
lution of  the  per-^klorid.  hydrargeri^  of  the  strength  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  grs.  to  f3i.  of  water,  when  liberally  applied,  produces  rather 
more  pain  than  nit.  argenti,  but  is  not  less  efficacious.  My  mode  of 
using  it  has  been  to  wet  cloths  or  cotton  batting  with  it,  to  lay  them  over 
the  inflamed  surface,  and  to  suffer  them  to  remain  as  long  as  they 
could  be  oonveniendy  borne,  or  ten  or  fifteen  minutes;  aod  whn 
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called  earlji  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  this  erythema^ 
I  would  recommend  that  the  patient  at  the  very  outset  be  directed  to 
wash,  with  a  solution  of  per-ch.  hydrargeri,  every  part  liable  to  be  af*- 
fected  with  this  eruption. 

Lhiguentitm  per^oxyd.  hydrargeri  has  succeeded  perfectly  well  when 
the  eruption  has  been  irmited,  or  confined  to  a  small  extent  of  surface, 
and  there  was  no  constitutional  disturbance. 

Sulph.  Morpkia.  In  the  month  of  May  last  I  wished  to  make  a 
tincture  of  the  rhus  venenata,  and  for  that  purpose  I  walked  about,  a 
mile  in  search  of  the  article.  After  finding  it,  I  shaved  off  as  much 
bark  as  I  wished,  and  threw  it  into  a  basket.  On  reaching  home  I  was 
careful  to  wash  my  hands  thoroughly  with  soap  and  water,  and  as  I  had 
frequently  handled  and  used  the  article  without  being  affected  by  it,  I 
thought  no  more  about  it,  but  in  the  following  night,  about  two  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  I  awoke  with  a  burning  pain  and  itching  of  the  scrotum.  I 
applied  a  solution  of  per-ch.  hydrarg.,  so  strong  as  to  destroy  both  cuti- 
cle and  cutis  vera.  In  the  morning  the  groins  and  penis  were  affected. 
In  this  way  it  traversed  the  principal  part  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
body,  when  on  the  third  day  it  appeared  on  the  face.  Its  progress  was 
thoroughly  followed  up  by  argentum  and  per-ch.  hydrarg.  By  this  time 
I  had  had  enough  of  the  last  article.  I  did  not  like  to  black  my  face, 
although  I  had  frequently  blacked  my  patients'.  The  burning  pain  and 
itching  of  my  face  was  heyond  endurance  ;  there  was  considerable  red- 
ness and  tumefaction,  but  no  vesication.  I  applied  freely  a  solution  of 
sulph.  morphia,  twenty  grs.  to  f  3  i.  of  water.  This  greatly  increased 
my  agony  for  a  few  minutes,  but  I  soon  bad  the  satisfaction  to  find  the 
eruption  of  the  face  perfectly  subdued,  as  well  as  on  every  other  part  of 
the  body. 

SaTiguinaria  Canadensis,  An  infusion  or  decoction  of  this  article  is 
recommended,  and  1  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  found  perfectly  effica- 
cious as  an  external  application. 

Dtervilla  Canadensis  I  have  never  used,  but  judging  from  its  sensible 
properties,  I  should  not  expect  much  from  It  as  an  external  application. 

Froi.  actt  plumbi,  nit,  and  carb,  potassa,  and  chlorid,  soda^  in  solu- 
tion, whether  weak  or  strong,  I  know,  from  abundant  experience,  are  all 
alike  ineflScient,  only  producing  momentary  relief,  without  affecting  tlie 
progress  of  the  disease  in  the  least.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  ap- 
plication of  cold  water,  ice,  and  the  expressed  juice  of  certain  succulent 
plants,  as  the  impatiens  aurea  and  maculaia  of  Mich.,  and  infusions  of 
rosmarinus  officinalis  and  spts.  of  camphor. 

With  the  treatment,  when  judiciously  managed,  which  I  have  recom- 
mended in  this  disease,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  from  abundant  experience, 
that  this  disease,  in  any  stage,  may  be  subdued  with  great  certainty,  in 
from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  true  that  the  application  of  a 
strong  solution  of  either  nit.  argenti  or  per-ch.  hydrargeri,  causes  a  little 
pain ;  but  the  relief  which  speedily  follows  is  commonly  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  the  patient  to  submit  to  a  second  application  when  neces- 
sary. If,  however,  the  patient  be  remarkably  susceptible,  the  erythema 
extensive,  toithatU  a  sufficient  quantity  of  morphia  to  control  the  pain 
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and  constitutional  disturbance,  they  might  produce  more  pain  than  is 
desirable.  In  my  practice  I  have  had  no  difficuhy  in  regulating  their 
effects,  or  in  producing  a  speedy  resolution  of  the  disease.  A. 

Meriden,  ».,  Dec.  25th,  1837. 


A  WORM  REMOVED  FROM   THE    EYE   OF  AN  ARAB    RACE    HORSE. 

A  HIGH-BRED  Arab,  then  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Seton,  town 
major  of  Bombay,  when  under  training  was  observed  to  be  out  of  con- 
dition. The  horse  was  dull,  and  off  his  feed,  and  had,  what  I  have  in- 
variably observed,  the  strange,  and  almost  unaccountable  symptom  of 
great  weakness  in  the  loins.  The  eye  affected  was  slightly  weak  and 
watery,  but  free  from  any  perceptible  inflammation,  and  the  aqueous 
and  other  humors  were  in  a  perfectly  natural  statel  The  worm  had 
been  distinctly  seen  for  several  days,  moving  about  in  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  anterior  chamber,  exactly  like  an  eel  in  a  basin  of  water, 
apparently  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  its  natural  element.  It  was  nearly 
an  inch  long,  of  the  diameter  of  sewing  silk,  and  of  a  beautiful  silvery 
whiteness. 

Having  previously  secured  the  animal  by  casting  him  on  a  soft  bed  of 
straw,  in  a  strong  light,  several  persons  holding  his  head  down  securely, 
in  the  presence  of  several  sporting  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  secured 
the  upper  lid  with  Pellier's  silver  elevator,  with  a  common-cataract  knife 
I  made  a  free  crucial  incision  into  the  cornea  below  the  pupil.  The 
aqueous  humor  immediately  escaped  in  a  sudden  gush,  bringing  with  it 
the  worm,  which  did  not  long  survive  the  change  of  its  situation. 

The  eye  was  now  secured  much  after  the  same  manner  as  after  the 
operation  for  extraction  of  cataract  in  the  human  eye,  and  measures 
were  taken  to  prevent  his  rubbing  it  against  the  manger.  The  wound 
healed  withotit  a  bad  symptom  ;  the  aqueous  humor  was  soon  re-pro- 
duced, and  the  sight  not  in  the  least  degree  injured.  The  animal  rapid- 
ly improved  in  health,  and  became  a  great  and  deserved  favorite  on  the 
Calcutta  turf,  where  it  was  afterwards  sent,  winning  many  races. 

It  is  well  to  observe,  that  in  performing  this  operation  a  strong  light  is 
desirable,  as  it  is  necessary  to  the  operator  to  distinctly  see  whether  the 
W(U'm  comes  away  with  the  aqueous  humor.  I  have  in  two  instances 
performed  this  operation,  when,  from  the  aqueous  humor  spirting  out  on 
the  ground,  the  worm  could  not  be  discovered  ;  though,  from  the  favora- 
ble issue  of  the  cases,  I  infer  it  must  have  come  away.  The  worm 
does  not  always  confine  itself  to  the  aqueous  humor  in  the  anterior 
chamber ;  I  have  seen  it  disappear  apparently  behind  the  iris,  and  again 
return  through  the  pupil. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  the  injury  that  is  likely  to  arise  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  worm  even  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  eye  ;  but  how 
much  more  so  would  it  be  in  the  posterior  and  more  sensitive  parts  of 
that  organ,  and  out  of  reach  of  observation.  Though  I  have  no  means 
of  knowing  it  to  be  the  fact,  yet  I  firmly  believe  that  many  eyes  are  lost 
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from  the  same  cause,  simply  from  the  inflammation  and  ulceration  pro- 
duced by  the  presence  of  this  irritating  foreign  body  in  so  sensitive  a 
part. 


INGENIOUS  MODE    OP  REMOVING   CONGESTION  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

Sir  James  Murrat  has  turned  the  dry-cupping  principle  to  a  very  in- 
genious account.  He  presented  to  the  British  Association  an  ingenious 
contrivance,  something  like  a  slipper  bath,  which  had  an  air  pump  for 
exhausting  the  air  applied  to  it.  The  patient  was  placed  in  it,  and  tt 
was  then  made  air  tight,  leaving  him  a  breathing  communication  with 
the  external  atmosphere.  The  air  was  then  exhausted  from  the  inte- 
rior, and  atmospheric  pressure  removed  from  the  surface  of  the  body. 
About  a  pound  of  atmosphere  being  exhausted,  took  off  a  ton  of  at- 
mospheric pressure.  The  consequence  was,  where  the  body  was  before 
cold  and  collapsed,  the  vessels  were  immediately  6lled  up  and  rendered 
turgid,  while  it  did  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  process  of  respiration. 
He  exhibited  another  application  of  the  same  contrivance,  of  a  long  tin 
Cube  made  air  tight,  and  with  a  piece  of  wet  bladder  round  one  end, 
which  was  open  ;  at  the  other  end,  which  was  closed  up,  a  small  ex- 
hausting air  pump  was  placed.  A  patient  with  a  paralytic  wrist  put  his 
hand  into  this,  the  wet  bladder  was  tied  round  his  arm  at  the  top  to 
make  it  air  tight,  and  the  atmosphere  was  then  pumped  out  of  the  tube 
by  the  patient  himself  or  any  person.  The  atmospheric  pressure  being 
taken  off,  the  limb  became  turgid,  the  circulation  was  increased,  and 
the  part  affected  was  soon  cured.  There  was  another  adaptation  of  the 
same  contrivance  to  the  limbs  to  draw  off  the  effect  of  congestion  of 
the  brain.  There  was  another  application  to  stop  haemorrhage  in  an  in- 
jured hand,  limb,  or  other  extremity.  An  exhausting  pump  was  fixed 
to  the  end  of  a  bladder,  the  limb  was  put  into  the  bladder,  and  the  neck 
then  tied  round  to  make  it  air  tight.  The  air  was  then  completely  ex- 
hausted by  means  of  the  pump,  which  compressed  the  bladder  so  close 
to  the  skin  as  effectually  to  stop  even  the  pores  of  the  skin.  The  same 
contrivance  of  a  bladder  and  exhausting  pump  was  also  applied  for  the 
cure  of  ulcerated  legs,  by  preventing  the  evaporation  of  the  ulcers,  by 
exhausting  the  air,  and  making  the  collapsed  bladder  adhere  tightly  all 
round.  There  were  several  other  ingenious  contrivances  and  applica- 
tions of  the  same  invention,  the  exhibition  of  which,  and  the  inventor's 
happy  humor,  elicited  loud  applause. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Sir  James  Murray  for  the  very  valua- 
ble instruction  he  had  conveyed. 


hohelia. — Mr.  Whitlaw  states,  in  the  London  Lancet,  that  the  lobe- 
lia inflata  which  grows  in  wet,  clayey  soils,  is  a  powerful  poison,  its  nar- 
cotic power  being  then  in  great  excess.  He  also  states  that  exposure  to 
light  deprives  the  tincture,  or  any  of  its  preparations^  of  its  antispas- 
iiiodic  power,  whilst  the  narcotki  remains. 
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VERMONT  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

Wb  kiioir  not  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  a  copy  of  the  ^rat  aonaal 
report  of  the  Trustees  and  Physicians  of  this  infant  institution,  which 
was  presented  to  the  legislature  in  October.  It  has  been  a  long  tinae  on 
the  way  from  Montpelier — two  months  to  a  day.  However,  it  gave  us 
pleasure  to  read  it,  because  it  shows  the  progress  of  humanity,  and  the 
triumph  of  science  in  ameliorating  the  sufferings  of  a  class  of  human 
beings  who  have  been  most  wofully  neglected  in  this  country,  till  witbia 
the  last  few  years. 

Dr.  Rockwell,  the  Superintendent  and  Physician,  has  hardly  had  an 
opportunity  of  showing  what,  we  have  no  doubt,  he  will  ultimately  ac- 
complish, viz.  the  complete  restoration  of  many  who  are  now  totally  lost  to 
the  world.  We  perceive,  in  the  report,  that  he  is  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  the  responsible  office  in  which  he  has  been  placed,  and  we 
doubt  not  that  the  Vermont  Asylum  will  hereaAer  become  eminently 
distinguished  for  its  success  under  his  administration.  A  want  of  room 
is  already  discoverable  ;  patients  have  been  denied  admission  because 
there  was  no  place  to  put  them.  This  has  been  the  case  in  all  the  in- 
sane establishments  in  New  England  ;  they  were  too  small  in  the  begin- 
ning, and  the  enlargements  have  been,  in  most  instances,  sadly  at  war 
with  all  architectural  eflTect.  .  Whether  the  Vermont  legislature  voted 
anything  towards  the  construction  of  another  edifice,  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing  ;  it  is  presumed  that  they  acted  wisely  on  Dr.  Rockwell's 
recommendation,  and  that  a  new  building  is  already  in  progress. 

The  asylum  was  first  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  on  the  12th 
of  December,  1836.  The  whole  number  has  been  forty-eight  :  eleven 
of  these  have  recovered,  and  sixteen  have  improved.  But  the  laet  is 
worth  recording,  and  is  of  itself  worth  the  cost  of  the  entire  asylum^- 
that  eleven  have  recovered. 

From  the  commencement,  say  the  trustees,  an  excellent  farm,  of  fifty 
acres,  was  procured,  as  a  necessary  appendage,  the  importance  of  which 
ifl  daily  felt  in  the  management  of  the  insane.  Vermont  is  principally 
an  agricultural  State,  and  the  probability  is  that  most  of  the  maJe  patients 
will  be  farmers  ;  thiS)  therefore,  is  a  commendable  provision.  The  Mc 
Lean  Asylum,  at  Charlestown,  as  well  as  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  at 
Worcester,  have  both  been  prodigiously  cramped  for  land,  and  both  have 
been  compelled  to  purchase,  at  very  high  rates,  in  consequence  of  not  at 
first  appreciating  the  importance  of  horticultural  labors  in  the  moral 
treatment  of  the  insane. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Vermont  Asylum,  which  is  located  in  the 
beautiful  town  of  Brattleborough,  up  to  September,  wereonty  $S,484  71. 
There  were  received,  within  the  same  period,  for  the  board  of  patietrts 
^1,866  73. 

In  oonclusion,  we  hope  the  State  of  Vermont  has  gimen  the  Soperio- 
tendent  a  generous  salary.    There  never  has  beee  a  mm  m  Ihe  UmMI 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Medical  biteUigence.  3S3 

States,  fully  competent  as  a  medical  officer,  who  haa  been  paid  one  half 
as  much  as  he  merited.  They  should  be  cheered  continually  with  the 
bright  prospect  of  retiring,  before  they  have  lost  all  relish  for  society , 
with  a  competency.  It  is  a  life  of  unceasing  anxiety,  fatigue,  watchful- 
ness, and  painful  responsibility. 


Anatomical  DisBectunu. — ^The  New  York  Sunday  Morning  News  has  a 
sensible  article  on  this  subject,  which  shows  the  editor  to  be  a  man  of 
liberal  views,  and  disposed  to  have  the  profession  sustained  in  anatomical 
pursuits,  as  the  only  mode  of  securing  a  learned  and  skilful  faculty. 
*'  In  this  country,"  he  remarks,  ''  every  obstacle  is  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  anatomical  student.  Public  opinion  is  strongly  against  it,  and  a  law  is 
still  in  force  making  it  a  criminal  oflTence  to  procure  subjects  for  this  pur- 
pose. If  this  law  was  repealed,  and  another  passed  in  its  place,  requir- 
ing the. body  of  every  person  dying  in  hospitals,  prisons,  and  other  chari- 
table institutions,  to  be  examined,  the  medical  profession  would  soon 
double  its  means  of  doing  good  ;  and  instead  of  being  almost  entirely 
dependent  on  Europe  for  iniprovements  in  the  principles  and  practice  of 
the  science,  would  walk  forth  in  the  broad  and  umlimited  field  of  discov- 
ery for  itself.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  public  ^ 
opinion  upon  the  subject  will  become  so  changed  that  surviving  relations 
will  think  that  they  have  not  done  their  duty  unless  they  have  had  a  full 
examination  of  the  body  of  the  deceased,  and  ascertained  the  cause  of 
his  or  her  death,  and  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  treatment  which 
has  been  pursued.  Such  a  practice  would  soon  lead  medical  men  to  be 
infinitely  more  skilful  and  cautious."  The  State  of  New  York  must 
have  been  in  view  in  writing  the  above  sentiment.  In  Massachusetts 
the  law  has  made  liberal  provision  for  facilitating  anatomical  studies,  by 
a  modification  of  the  old  law,  which  we  hope  will  ultimately  be  copied 
by  every  State  in  the  Union. 


MedicalJ^ewgpaper. — Drs.  Clymer  and  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia,  will  is- 
sue this  day,  in  that  city,  a  new  medical  periodical,  called  the  Medical  Ex^ 
amitier,  on  a  large  sheet,  making  sixteen  pages,  8vo.  in  double  columns,  at 
three  dollars  a  year,  in  advance.  The  requisition  that  the  subscription 
shall  be  in  advance,  is  an  excellent  arrangement,  which  will  save  them  a 
prodigious  deal  of  vexation.  The  old  custom  of  trusting  out,  or  opening 
accounts  with  two  or  three  thousands  of  persons  over  the  whole  United 
States,  is  necessarily  attended  with  severe  losses.  From  the  little  we 
know  of  the  proposed  Examiner,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  merit 
great  success  ;  and  to  those  at  the  north  who  would  like  to  become  its 
patrons,  we  ofiTer  our  personal  services  in  transmitting  their  names  and 
residences.  On  the  reception  of  the  first  number,  something  illustrative 
.of  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  conducted,  will  be  ascertained. 


EeUdic  Journal  of  Medicine.— li  is  gratifying  to  hear  that  Dr.  Bell  ia 
well  sustained  by  a  substantial  subscription  list.  Those  who  are  interest- 
ed in  the  progress  of  medical  science,  in  this  country,  must  certainly 
feel  proud  of  the  energetic  measures  of  the  conductor  of  that  work. 
He  evidently  devotes  himself  with  well-directed  efforts  to  raise  tte 
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Standard  of  taste  in  medical  literature,  and  demonstrates,  too,  liis  qualifi*- 
cations  for  the  editorial  management  of  a  very  excellent  periodical 


Iodine  in  Strumous  OpIUhalmia, — In  strumous  ophthalmia  constitutional 
treatment  is  of  the  highest  importance.  lodiue  is  occasionally  employed 
with  good  eflTect,  when  there  are  scrofulous  tumors  in  other  parts  of  the 
body.  One  of  the  best  preparations,  is  the  liquor  ferri  hydriodatis,  which 
unites  the  tonic  properties  of  iron  to  the  specific  alterant  powers  of 
iodine.  Great  as  is  the  intolerance  of  light  in  this  malady,  the  patient 
should  not,  generally,  be  indulged  in  the  luxury  of  a  room  made  entirely 
dark  ;  for  the  susceptibility  is  thereby  augmented,  and  the  powers  of  the 
constitution  still  farther  impaired.  Active  exercise  in  the  open  air,  is 
one  of  the  most  important  remedies  within  our  reach. 


Explanation  of  the  Modus  Operandi  of  Narcotics  in  diUUing  the  Pupil. 
— A  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Samuel  Cooper, 
was  the  first  to  point  out  the  power  of  narcotics  in  dilating  the  pupil. 
His  experiments  were  made  with  stramonium,  in  1797.  An  ingenious 
/explanation  of  the  modus  operandi  of  these  substances  is  given  by  Mr. 
Walker.  He  supposes  that  the  branches  of  the  3d  and  5th  pair  of 
nerves,  which  unite  to  form  the  lenticular  ganglion,  preside,  respec- 
tively, over  the  dilatation  and  contraction  of  the  iris  ;  the  former  being 
appropriated  to  the  radiated,  and  the  latter  to  the  circular  or  orbicular^ 
fibres.  Filaments,  from  the  same  division  of  the  5th,  are  also  distributed 
to  the  palpebrsB  and  forehead,  and  through  this  nervous  communication 
the  narcotic  influence  is  propagated  to  the  sphincter  fibres  of  the  iris, 
which,  by  their  extreme  delicacy  of  structure,  and  the  absence  of  any 
fixed  attachment,  are  rendered  liable  to  paralysis  from  a  degree  of  nar- 
cotism which  would  not  otherwise  be  perceptible.  The  contraction  of 
the  orbicular  fibres  being  thus  temporarily  suspended,  while  those  sup- 
plied by  the  third  pair  preserve  their  vitality  unimpaired,  the  antagonism 
is  destroyed,  and  dilatation  is,  of  course,  the  result.  In  other  words, 
there  is  a  paralysis,  more  or  less  complete,  of  the  circular  fibres  of 
the  iris. 

Singular  Gun-shot  Wound. — In  the  late  operations  of  the  French 
army  in  taking  the  city  of  Constantina,  General  Perregaux  received  a 
musket  ball  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  exactly  between  his  eyes — says  an 
officer  in  writing  to  the  Messager  —  and  '^  Dr.  Bandeus  has  already 
extracted  a  number  of  splinters.  The  ball  penetrated  to  the  depth  of 
two  inches,  in  a  bony  place,  and  when  suppuration  takes  place,  it  may 
probably  be  extracted."  Hopes  are  entertained  that  the  General  may 
be  saved  by  the  care  and  skill  of  his  medical  attendants. 


Medical  Lectures  in  Maine. — A  few  weeks  hence  the  lecture  term  will 
open  at  Bowdoin  College,  a  school  which  has  always  sustained  an  excel- 
lent reputation.  Those  who  can  make  it  convenient,  when  the  lectures 
close  in  Boston,  Hanover,  Berkshire,  Castleton,  Fairfield,  and  New 
Haven,  to  join  the  class  at  Brunswick,  will  find  themselves  under  the 
guidance  of  professors  of  eminent  talents  and  moral  worth.     Dr.  Roby, 
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it  will  be*i^oIIected,  of  this  city,  takes  the  chair  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. Students,  by  communicating  with  him,  may  inform  themselves 
in  relation  to  the  cost  of  board,  tuition,  &c.,  items  of  considerable 
importance  to  those  going  amongst  strangers. 


Auction  of  Medical  Books, — It  would  really  be  worth  while  for  gentle- 
men who  are  desirous  of  increasing  their  libraries  with  good  and  substan- 
tial works,  to  employ  an  agent  to  purchase  for  them,  at  some  of  the  auc- 
tions which  frequently  take  place  in  Boston,  if  it  is  not  convenient  to  at- 
tend the  sales  themselves.  Even  the  latest  works,  such  as  Liston's  Sur* 
gery,  Prichard  on  Insanity,  Laennec  on  the  Chest,  &c.  &c.,  were  sold, 
a  week  or  two  since,  one  would  suppose,  below  the  actual  cost  of  bind- 
ing. At  this  particular  season,  it  is  very  common  to  have  medical  books 
offered  in  this  way,  and  by  the  expenditure  of  a  little  time,  a  choice  col- 
lection of  the  best  works  known  to  the  profession  might  be  collected  at 
less  than  half  their  true  value. 


Medical  Miscellany, — ^The  military  hospital  at  Jacksonville,  Flprida^ 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Walsh,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  17th. 
No  patients,  fortunately,  in  the  house. — Drs.  Brevoortand  Allen,  lectur-  ^ 
era  on  phrenology,  seem  to  meet  with  enthusiastic  encouragement  A  Fall 
River. — Dr.  Robert  Mayo  is  preparing  a  book  to  be  entitled  Eight  Yean 
in  fVashington, — Complaint  has  been  made  in  Congress  that  only  one 
surgeon,  on  the  Mediterranean  Station,  was  allowed  to  more  than  a  hun- 
dred patients.  There  never  has  been  a  sufficient  number  of  surgeons  in 
the  navy,  since  the  organization  of  the  government.  Five  hundred  more, 
at  least,  should  be  put  in  commission,  to  meet  all  emergencies. — A  re- 
ward has  been  offered  by  Sir  Fracis  Head,  Governor  of  Upper  Canada, 
of  2501.  for  Dr.  Charles  Duncombe,  a  patriot  leader. — Frost,  the  Thom- 
sonian,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  has  been  declared  guilty,  by  a  jury,  of 
manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree,  and  recommended  to  mercy. — Small- 
pox has  appeared  at  Milford,  Mass.,  causing  considerable  alarm. — Dr. 
,  Masson,  who  last  summer  offered  a  reward  for  Lord  Gosford^s  kiead,  haa 
been  taken  prisoner  by  the  loyalists,  at  St.  Charles,  Lower  Canada. — 
The  sale  of  hygeian  pills  in  this  country,  in  one  single  year,  as  proved 
in  court  at  New  York,  in  Scare's  trial  for  counterfeiting  them,  amounted 
to  between  three  and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. — The  cholera  has 
broken  out  at  Constantina,  and  several  distinguished  officers  have  been 
carried  off  by  it. — ^A  true  bill  was  found  against  Dr.  Stennett  for  shoot- 
ing at  Capt.  Graves,  on  the  passage  from  New  York  to  Jamaica,  where  the 
doctor  is  in  durance. — Dr.  John  Marshal,  of  Woodford  county,  a  brother 
of  the  late  chief  justice,  has  been  appointed  President  of  Transylvania 
University.— The  last  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  Journal  contains 
Dr.  Warren's  Rhinoplastic  Operation,  with  the  lithographic  illuslrationsi 
which  latter  were  sent  from  Boston. 

Died, — At  Charlton,  Mass.,  Dr.  Ebenezer  H.  Phillips,  sffed  61.  He  has 
practised  medicine  sixty  years. — Near  Edenton,  N.  C,  Dr.  Matthias  E.  Sawyer, 
aged  33.— In  Jefferson  Co.,  Va.,  Dr.  Robert  Waters,  aged  60. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Dee*  30, 36.    Males,  34— Femtles,  18. 

Cohsumption,  6— searlet  fever,  S— sudden,  1— tumor  In  the  chest,  1— Intemperance,  3~drowned,  I 
—Inflammation  of  tba  lungs,  l--old  ace,  4— dropey,  1— Inflammation  of  the  bowels,  S— hcmorrhagsr 

♦      of  the  lungs,  1— cholera  inmntum,  1— dropsy  in  the  chest,  1— teething,  1— hooping  coofh,  1— ham, 
1— chronic  diarrh<Ba,  1— pleariqr,  I— etlllbom,  1. 
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FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPL^TIO^ 

DR.  A.  6.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  thosdWiicted  with 
ProUpsus  Uteris  or  FdUng  of  tho  fVomby  and  otb«r  diMUes  depending  upon  a  relaxalioo  of  tbe  ab- 
dominal muscieSy  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 
bealtb.  When  tbis  instrument  la  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  tbe  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inv*- 
riably  affords  tbe  most  Immediate  immunity  from  tbo  distressing  ^^  dragging  and  boarmg-dowm,** 
'  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  tbe  abdomen,  and  Its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  beraelf. 
Tbe  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  ibepalient  without  further  aid.  Witli- 
In  the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  tbe  Vlero-jabdominal  Svfportero  liava  been  applied  vrUh  ite 
most  bappy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  tbis  instrument  has  met,  warrants  tbe  assertion,  that  Its  eluBlna- 
tion  by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hiiberto  in  use.  It  is  giatiiy- 
ing  to  stats  that  it  baa  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooperi  of  London,  Edward  Delafield 
M.O.jProfessor  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  Yortc,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  intlw 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  Physician  or  burgeon  wtao  baa  lud  • 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Trusses  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  tbe  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  lis  envelope. 

AMOS  6.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instrumentsi  all  orders 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  A.  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  34  Merchants  Rovr,  Boston. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

PMriioiARi  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Puaa  Vacc^hb 
ViRvs  by  return  lualUon  addre^^tlnK  tbe  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  encloe- 
Ing  one" dollar,  postpaid,  widiout  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  25. 

~'  MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF  MAINE. 

*Ths  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  ou  Monday,  the  I9tb  of  February,  169S. 

Anatomy  and  Surgerv,  by  JosarH  Rosr,  M.D.,  late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical 

School  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Piiyxic,  Obstetrics  and  Medicat  J urispriideace^  by  Jjuisb  M'Kasni  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Pifaxca  CLSAvaLAifo,  M.D.' 
The  Anatomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person,  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  preaent  aatlsf^ctoiy 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 
The  amount  of  fees  fur  the  lectures  is  95(J.    The  lectures  continue  three  months. 
Ilegrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  tbe  lecture  term   in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September. 

Professor  M'KsB.f ,  who  hiis  been  absent  during  the  last  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Greai  Britala 
and  Frauee,  will  return  to  this  country  before  tbe  commeucemeui  of  tbe  lectures. 

P.  CLEAVELAND,  Sscrstary. 
BmnswiektOet.  1837.  Nov.  8— eop6t 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
Thb  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instnicting  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgefy.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
libniry,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  tbe  Eye 
and  Ear  Iniirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ot  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  inutraction  and  private  distieciion  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  fartlier  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M  JO. 
Franklin  Street,  JVov.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thi  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  AAs  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to.  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  bare 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  tbe  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseaseeand  their  treatment  in  («s  Diepenaaiy 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,  9  and  3,  and  in  eageo  tokick  will  bo  treated  at  the  room  daily. 
rn9tru'>.tion  will  be  given  by  clinical  and-eUier  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Snfflcient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  may  be  made  at  tbe  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  w  to 
the  subscribers.  BPURAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.a 
BoiUm,  Jiugtut  9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 

THB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
-  D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  coromnnicaiioBfl 
miHlba  ad(lrnssea,/io«e-pairf.  It  is  al»o  published  in  Montljly  Parts,  each  Partcontahiinc  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  t3,0€  a 
ye.ir  in  advance.  43.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventH'copy  gratie — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  adTftaeei  er 
eatisfkctory  refteence.— F«8lage  tbe  tame  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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HUMULU8  LUPULU8.    THE  HOP. 

FROM   si6M0ND*9    LECTURES   OIV   THE   MATERIA    MEOICA. 

The  bop  is  iDdigenous  to  England,  although  its  use  in  domestic  bereN 
9ge  did  not  come  into  fasfabn  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. ,  when  itd 
utility  was  Gist  taught  b^  the.  f^Jemisb  bqer*  makers.  At  first,  it  does 
oot  seem  io  ba?e  met  with  .very  general  aff^robfttion,  for  we  learo  from, 
BIkh,  that  the  good' people  of  the  city  of  London  petitioned  as&tnst.two 
articles,  wbich  are  bow  ewidiidered 'indispensable  tor  mir  comfort,  New- 
castle coal,  and  bops ;'  the  latter  tauisance  was  complained  of  '*  in  regard 
they  would  spoyle  the  taste  of  drink  and  endanger  the  people.'^  We 
find  soon,  however,  that  they  came  into  general  vogue ;  and  Purkinsod 
observes,  ''  The  ale  which  our  forefathers  were  accustomed  only  to 
drink,  being  of  a  thicker  kind  of  drinke  than  beere,  is  now  almost  quite 
left  off  to  be  made ;  the  use  of  bops  to  be  put  therein  altering  the 
quality  thereof  to  be  much  more  healthfuU,  or  rather  physicall  to  pre*" 
serve  the  body  from  expletbn  of  grosse  humours  wbich  the  ale  eii« 
gendered." 

This  plant  grows  spontaneously,  in  hedges  and  busby  places,  in  moisc 
rich  soil,  in  almost  all  parts  of -Europe,  and  likewise  in  North  America. 
Fuehsius  tells  us,  that  it  is  the  same  as  the  bruo  of  the  Greeks,  and  the 
lupus  salictarius  of  the  RonMins,  a  plant  which,  according  to  Plioy^ 
grew  amongst  the  willows,  and  twining  around  them,  choked  them,  and 
was  as  destructive  as  the  wolf,  from  which  it  took  its  name ;  the  generic 
appellation  of  **  humulus,"  is  thought  to  have  been  given  to  it  in  con-* 
sequence  of  its  preference  for  a  humid  soil.  It  is  said  that  our  Englbb 
name  is  derived  from  the  Anglo  Saxon  verb,  Aoppan,  to  climb,  but  that 
verb,  both  in  Danish  and  Teutonic,  seems  only  to  have  been  used  to 
aigoify  that  which  it  does  in  modern  English,  to  jump  on  one  leg.  Pro* 
lessor  Burnett,  whose  k>ve  for  philology  was  one  of  bis  particular  cba^ 
racteristics,  thinks  it  comes  from  a  verb,  meaning  to  clinA^  and  that  it 
was  intended  to  describe  the  peculiar  habits  of  the  plant. 

The  hop  has  a  perennial  root ;  it  rises  by  several  weak,  twinjngi 
angular,  rough  stems ;  it  does  not  climb  by  tendrils,  but  ascends  a  prop, 
trees,,  or  shrubs,  on  poles,  or  in  hedges ;  it  is  often  made  to  reaeb  the 
height  of  twenty  feet  or  more,  always  with  the  sun,  that  is,  from  right 
to  left,  or  from  east  to  west  by  the  south  ;  this  direction  is  folk>wed  by 
other  plants,  such  as  the  honey-suckle,  and  the  bla6k-hfiofiy, 
23 
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whilst  most  of  the  leguminous  plants,  such  as  the  kidney-bean,  turn  the 
contrary  way.  The  leaves  are  opposite,  heart-shaped,  serrated,  entire, 
three  or  five  lobed,  of  a  deep-green  color,  and  sustained  on  long  foot- 
stalks, which,  as  well  as  the  leaves,  are  rough,  with  minute  prickles. 
The  stipules  are  two  or  four,  heart-shaped,  bifid  at  eacli  joint.  The 
flowers,  which  are  on  distinct  plants,  are  axillary  or  terminal,  and  fur- 
nished with  bractese.  The  males  are  on  branched  peduncles  of  a 
greenish-yellow  color ;  th«  calyx  is  formed  of  five  oblong,  concave,  mi- 
nutely serrated  sepals ;  there  is  no  corolla ;  the  filaments  are  five,  they 
are  short,  and  have  oblong  anthers.  The  females  are  in  axillary, 
stalked,  ovate,  drooping  catkins,  composed  of  membranous  scales  of  a 
pale-greeo  color,  and  containing  the  germen,  which  is  small,  having  two 
very  short  reflex  styles,  and  awl-shaped  downy  stigmas. 

All  the  peculiar  fragrance  and  bitterness  of  the  hop  are  concentrated 
in  a  principle  which  is  spontaneously  formed  upon  the  scales  of  the 
strobiles  of  the  female  plants.  It  is  to  Dr.  Ives,  of  New  York,  that  we 
are  indebted  for  the  knowledge  we  have  gained  upon  this  matter  ;  for  he 
first  pointed  out,  and  by  a  vtiriety  of  ex  periments  demonstrated,  that  the 
bop,  on  being  shaken  and  sifted,  yields  a  powder  which  has  a  very 
subtle  aroma,  which  is  soon  invparted'to  water%and  alcohol^  and  which  is 
very  speedily  dissipated  by  •a  high  temperature.  To  this  substance,  the 
name  of  ''  lupuline ''  has  been  given,  and  lately  it  has  been  called 
*^  lupulia.''  in  the  marhet  it  is  commonly  known  under  the  technical 
term,  condition,  Lupulia  contains  tannin,  gallic  acid,  and  a  bitter  prin* 
ciple ;  these  are  soluble  in  alcohol  and  in  water ;  it  has  an  extractive 
matter,  which  is  soluble  only  in  water  ;  it  contains  resin,  soluble  in  alco- 
hol and  ether,  and  wax,  which  is  only  soluble  in  alkalies  and  boiling 
ether.  The  aromatic  and  bitter  properties  of  the  lupulia  are  more 
readily  and  completely  imbibed  by  alcohol  than  by  water,  and  much 
sooner  by  both  hot,  than  when  cold ;  about  five  eighths  of  the  whole  are 
soluble  in  water,  alcohol,  and  ether,  there  being  about  three  eighths  of  a 
vegetable  fibrous  matter.  Having  ascertained  that  for  brewing,  the  only 
part  of  the  hop  which  was  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary,  was 
this  lupulia.  Dr.  Ives  proceeded  to  discover  what  quantity  was  yielded 
by  a  given  weight  of  hops.  Six  pounds  of  hops,  from  the  centre  of  a 
pocket,  were  put  into  a  light  bag,  and,  by  thrashing,  rubbing,  and  sifting, 
fourteen  ounces  of  lupulia  were  obtained.  The  idea  that  was  then  en- 
tertained, was,  that  dry  hops  would  produce  a  sixth  part  of  their  weight 
of  this  substance ;  and  this  was  confirmed  ;  for  two  barrels  of  beer 
were  made,  in  which  nine  ounces  of  lupulia  were  substituted  for  five 
pounds  of  hops.  Although  the  quantity  of  lupuline  was  less  than  com- 
monly enters  into  the  same  quantity  of  wort ;  and  although  the  weather, 
for  this  was  done  in  the  month  of  June,  was,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  beat,  unfavorable  to  the  beer,  it  was,  at  the  end  of  five  weeks, 
remarkably  fine.  This  may  prove  a  discovery  of  essential  advantage 
to  the  brewer — it  may  render  the  whole  hop  unnecessary ;  and,  as  Dr. 
Ives  observes,  "  if  any  mechanical  means  can  be  devised  by  which 
the  lupulia  may  be  easily  and  readily  separated  from  the  strobiles,  it 
will  consummate  an  improvement  of  incalculable  value  in  the  preser- 
Tation  of  hops  and  the  art  of  brewing."  „,,.,,,Google 


Humulus  Lupulus.     The  Hap.  359 

MM.  Payer  and  Chevalier  obtained  a  volatile  oil  from  the  lupulia, 
which  rs  very  similar  in  its  odor  to  the  hop,  but  is  much  more  penetrat* 
ing,  feels  harsh  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  and  that  of  the 
throat,  and  is  likewise  narcotic.  Dr.  Ives  had  not  observed  this  oil ; 
from  its  great  solubility  in  water,  and  its  volatility,  it  at  first  escaped  his 
attention. 

Mr.  Planohe  has  given  a  formula  by  which  lupulia  may  be  obtained 
in  a  purified  state ;  he  directs  *'  to  separate  the  sand  from  the  lupulia, 
put  it  into  water,  shake  it  for  a  few  minutes,  decant  that  which  is  held 
in  solution  by  the  water,  and  a  dark-colored  sand  is  deposited.  Repeat 
the  process  several  times,  and  spread  the  lupulia,  which  is  insoluble  in 
water,  on  bibulous  paper;  let  it  drain,  and  then  dry  it  in  the  air, neither 
exposed  to  the  sun  nor  to  a  temperature  above  76  degrees.  It  should 
be  prepared  yearly,  and  this  cleansing  process  roust  be  quickly  conduct- 
ed,  or  it  will  undergo  a  change." 

The  uses  to  which  in  domestic  economy  the  hops  are  placed,  are 
principally  to  communicate  their  peculiar  aromatic,  agreeable  flavor,  and 
to  cover  the  sweetness  of  undecomposed*  saccharine  matter,  and  to 
separate  a  portion  of  a  peculiar  vegetable  mucilage,  in  consequence  of 
the  gallic  acid  and  the  tannin  they  contain.  This  mucilage  diflfbsed 
through  the  beer,  would  very  speedily  assist  in .  the  decomposition  that 
would  occur,  and  the  consequent  conversion  of  the  fluid  into  vinegar. 
The  separation,  in  small  flakes,  like  those  of  curdled  soap,  is  produced 
by  the  hops,  and  if  the  beer  or  ale  be  very  thick,  full-bodied,  and  ap- 

Earently  abounding  with  this  mucilage,  the  probability  is,  that  if  it  be 
ept  but  a  very  short  time  it  will  run  into  fomentation,  and  be  unfit  for 
drinking.  It  is  in  the  solution  of  malt  and  water  known  by  the  name 
of  ''  wort,"  that  the  hops  are  boiled,  until  the  liquor  "  parts,"  as  it  is 
called ;  that  is,  until  this  mucilaginous  portion,  which  rendered  it  turbid, 
separates  ;  and  they  are  afterwards  removed  by  pouring  the  fluid  through 
a  coarse  strainer,  before  the  cooling  and  subsequent  fomentation  .take 
place. 

Great  medicinal  virtues  have  at  some  periods  been  ascribed  to  the 
hop  plant,  and  some  'of  the  older  herbalists  speak  of  its  powers  in  very 
enthusiastic  language;  but  more  modern  inquirers  have  shown  that 
the  limits  of  its  utility  are  very  circumscribed.  It  was  at  one  period 
described  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  medicines  for  the  solution  of  stone 
in  the  bladder.  It  was  said  by  Lobb  to  be  capable  of  softening  the 
hardest  calculus.  "  Decocto  emollitus  est  calculus  urinarius  durissimus, 
unde  concluditur  lithonthroptici  vim  in  corpore  humano  exercere  pos- 
se," are  the  words  of  Murray,  of  Gottingen  ;  and  our  great  botanist, 
Ray,  seems  to  have  believed  that  since  the  hop  had  been  introduced 
to  make  beer,  fewer  individuals  had  labored  under  nephritic  complaints 
in  London  than  previously.  However,  this  opinion  soon  lost  ground, 
and  the  very  reverse  doctrine  was  promulgated,  that  the  hop  was  pro- 
ductive of  calculous  complaints ;  but  we  find  Dr.  Quincy,  in  the  <'  Lon- 
don Dispensatory,"  thus  delivering  the  general  views  of  medical  men : 
<<  That  part  of  the  plant  which  is  such  a  mighty  commodity  in  England, 
and  used  in  our  malt  liquors,  is  reckoned  very  discutient,  aperitive,  and 
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goodi  in  all  obstructions  of  the  visoera,  and  particularly  of  the  liver  and 
kidneys,  and  tberefore  that  notion  of  such  liquors  from  them  reviving  a 
disposition  to  breed  the  stone  in  the  bladder,  can  have  no  foundation* 
They  are  likewise  an  agreeable  bitter,  and,  upon  that  account,  good  to 
strengthen  the  stomach,  and  render  those  liquors  in  which  they  are 
brewed  much  more  grateful  to  it." 

I  believe  that  to  a  stomach  in  the  right  exercise  of  its  functions,  the 
different  varieties  of  malt  liquor  will  be  beneficial,  and  that  there  is  no 
probability  of  any  morbid  secretion  taking  place ;  but  it  may  be  very 
h\r\y  asserted,  that  there  are  very  few  people  who  have  the  oi^ans  of 
assimilation  in  a  proper  state,  and  that  the  great  tendency,  afier  a  cei^ 
tain  period  of  life,  is  to  the  formation  of  acid.  In  the  process  of  diges- 
tion, if  the  laboratory  of  nature  do  not  possess  the  proper  powers,  tbe 
food  undergoes  the  same  decomposition  that  it  would  do  if  exposed  to 
tbe  action  of  the  atmospheric  air,  and  the  consequence  is  production  of 
aeidity.  As  the  acids  thus  formed  would  endanger  tbe  great  organs  of 
life,  tihe  kidneys  remove  them,  and  they  are  thrown  out  by  tbe  urinary 
flMid,  or  they  become  deposited  in  the  kidneys  or  bladder.  In  some 
^ases  beer  is  very  quickly  conveyed  into  the  circulation,  and  from  thence 
passes  to  the  kidneys,  so  that  its  diuretic  powers  prevent  tbe  acids  from 
(becoming  deposited,  and  from  remaining  in  the  system ;  and  hence, 
^hen  it  proves  diuretic,  it  may  be  considered  serviceable  in  calculous 
affeclioos,  and  may  be  recommended  to  be  employed  with  the  food,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  beer  when  taken  may  not  only  impede  the  half- 
performed  digestion,  but  promote  acidity,  and  its  extended  train  of  evils. 
Agaia,  so  &r  from  being  a  diureib,  it  may  rather  deaden  every  part  of 
tbe  nervous  system,  and  prevent  the  tbsues  and  organs  from  being 
sensible  to  their  usual  stimulus.  It  then  retards  the  circulation ;  the 
kidneys  take  up  tbe  acid,  and  seem  to  want  the  power  of  transmitting 
it  through  their  own  tissues,  and  hence  formation  of  various  kinds  are 
produced.  As  1  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  dwell  upon  this  sub* 
ject,  when  speaking  of  diuretics,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  when  there 
is  acidity,  heartburn,  flatulence,  and  a  previous  tendency  to  calculous 
disorders-,  beer  will  be  very  injurious,  and  the  red  gravel  will  be  pro- 
duced, and  that  more  especially  will  be  the  result  of  taking  ale.  There 
is  a  fashion  now  predominant  of  taking  soda  with  ale  or  porter,  and  cer- 
tainly in  many  instances  in  small  quantities  it  assists  in  promoting  diges- 
tion, and  in  neutralizing  the  superabundant  acid. 

Coles,  the  herbalist,  in  1657,  and  Dr.  Brookes,  in  our  Dispensatory, 
have  both  of  them  spoken  of  bops  as  medicinal,  but  the  subject  was 
very  much  brought  before  the  profession  in  tbe  year  1801,  previous  to 
which  there  were  a  few  scattered  observations,  but  Mr.  Freake  recom- 
niended  it  as  a  valuable  bitter,  and  published  the  result  of  his  experi- 
ence, and  this  was  confirmed  by  several  of  the  medk^al  men  of  tbe  day, 
whilst  others  again  tried  it  in  various  diseases.  Thus  Dr.  LAtham  was 
induced  to  give  it  in  phthisis,  and  considered  it  in  the  last  stages  to  be  a 
very  valuable  substitute  for  laudanum  ;  be  found  it,  too»  very  serviee- 
able  in  checking  obstinate  vomiting.  Dr.  Mayo  bad  oooasion  to  i^ak 
very  highly  of  iu  e^cacy  in  tbe  convulsive  diseases  to  which  jw^ 
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children  are  liable,  and  more  particularly  under  the  mfluence  of  teeth- 
rng.  Dr.  Stone  was  convinced  that  it  possessed  considerable  power  in 
the  removal  of  the  greater  number  of  symptoms  which  attend  disor<» 
dered  slates  of  the  stomach.  Dr.  Maton  formed  a  high  opinion  of  ils 
value  as  a  sedative.  Dr.  Cullen  said,  that  he  had  learnt  from  the  highest 
authority  that  it  was  employed  in  Spain  as  a  sudoriGc,  when  the  remains 
of  the  syphilitic  taint  lingered  in  the  system.  It  was  also  recommended 
for  worms,  and  the  practice  of  Darelius,  who  spoke  of  it  as  an  anthel- 
mintic, was  revived. 

All  the^e  authorities  have  led  to  the  employment  of  the  hop  in  the 
shape  of  tincture,  or  of  extract,  and,  though  it  may  not  be  an  active 
medicine,  it  is  highly  useful,  and  very  much  aids  other  medicines  by  ils 
soothing  power  on  the  stomach,  and  its  grateful  bitterness,  which  ren- 
ders it  a  very  serviceable  tonic  where  other  drugs  could  not  safely  be 
administered.  The  extract  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  to  be  made  of  two* 
pounds  and  a  half  of  the  hop,  and  boiling  distilled  water  two  gallons  ; 
macerate  for  twenty-four  hours,  then  boil  down  to  a  gallon,  and  strain 
the  liquor  while  hot ;  finally,  evaporate  to  a  suitable  consistence ;  of 
this,  five  grains  to  a  scruple  may  be  employed.  For  the  tincture  now 
called  ^^  tinctura  lupuli,"  and  before,  '<  tinctura  humuli,'*  take  of  hops 
six  ounces,  proof  spirit  two  pints,  macerate  for  fourteen  days,  and  strain ; 
of  this,  from  thirty  minims  to  two  drachms  may  very  fearlessly  be  pre- 
scribed. Dr.  Ives  attributes  ihe  stimulating  effect  rather  to  the  proof 
spirit  than  to  the  hops,  and  therefore  thinks  the  tonic  or  narcotic  influx 
ence  cannot  be  of  much  remedial  benefit.  He  has  been  led  to  pre- 
scribe lupulia,  and  he  finds  it  frequently  induce  sleep,  and  quiet  nervous 
irritation,  without  causing  costiveness,  or  impairing,  like  opium,  the  tone 
of  the  stomach.  A  tincture  is  made  by  digesting  two  ounces  of  the  hi* 
pulia  in  a  pint  of  alcohol,  of  which,  from  one  to  two  drachms  is  the 
dose.  Dr.  Ives  states^that  inquietude  and  watchfulness,  connected  with 
excessive  irritability,  in  all  gradations,  from  the  restlessness  consequent 
upon  exhaustion  and  fatigue,  to  the  most  uncontrollable  paroxysms  of 
delirium  tremens,  are  more  frequently  allayed  by  this  remedy  than  by 
any  other.  There  is  a  formula,  which  is  called  Magendie's  powder  of 
lupulia,  which  consists  merely  in  rubbing  one  part  of  lupulia  with  two 
parts  of  white  sugar,  until  they  are  intimately  blended,  which  forms  a 
mass  by  being  beaten,  from  which  pills  can  be  made,  and  this  is  the  best 
preparation  that  can  be  employed. 

An  infusion  of  the  root  of  the  hop  has  been  used  instead  of  sarsapa*^ 
rilla,  and  likewise  for  nephritis.  There  is  an  infusion  ordered  by  out 
Pharmacopoeia,  but  not  of  the  root,  to  be  made  from  six  drachms, 
macerated  in  a  pint  of  boiling  distilled  water,  for  four  hours,  in  a  vessel 
Kghtly  covered,  and  then  to  be  strained.  ExternaHy,  an  ointment  has 
been  used  in  cancerous  sores  to  relieve  pain,  and  a  cataplasm  of  an  in^ 
fosion  of  the  dried  strobiles  has  been  applied  with  some  good  result  to 
ill-conditioned  and  sloughing  ulcers.  The  pommade  de  lupuline  is 
made  of  three  parts  of  lard  and  one  part  of  bruised  lupulia  ;  dissolve  in 
ft  warm  baih,  and  strain  it  through  a  lawn  sieve ;  this  has  been  spoken 
of  89  ft  veiy  vftluftble  application  for  soothing  pain.     A  pillow  stuflbd 
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with  the  strobiles  of  the  bop,  and  gently  warmed,  until  the  aroint  is 
fully  developed,  has  been  from  an  early  period  a  great  favorite  as  a  do- 
mestic remedy  against  sleplessness,  but  it  does  not  produce  much  effect 
unless  a  little  camphor  be  added  to  it,  when  the  odor  seems  much  in- 
creased, as  well  as  the  powers  of  the  plant. 


REMARKABLE  CASE  OF  BILIARY  CALCULL 

The  following  communication  was  addressed  to  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve  by 
Dr.  S.  B.  Cunningham,  a  highly  distinguished  physician  of  East 
Tennessee. 

Dear  Sir: — Accompanying  this  you  will  receive  two  hundred  biliary 
calculi,  being  a  part  of  the  number  obtained  on  a  post-mortem  inspec- 
tion of  an  individual  (namely,  the  late  Judge  E — ),  of  this  place.  We 
have  retained  about  6fty  as  specimens  of  illustration  for  the  use  of  pri- 
vate students.  I  trust  that  what  I  send  may  be  added  to  your  collec- 
tion of  morbid  specimens,  and  with  your  superior  talents  and  oppor- 
tunities, subserve  in  some  degree  the  philanthropic  intention  expressed 
in  the  dying  request  of  him  who  fell  a  victim  under  their  influence. 

I  am  able  to  glean  but  a  few  prominent  facts  from  his  previous  history 
which  bear  relation  to  the  disease,  so  as  to  aid  in  illustrating  its  pathology. 

First,  then,  I  remark,  he  was  by  birth  a  Virginian,  descended  from  a 
family  of  rank  and  influence,  of  but  ordinary  strength  of  physical  con- 
stitution naturally,  but  endowed  with  uncommon  strength  and  vivacity 
of  intellectual  powers,  with  devoted  and  untiring  perseverance  in  literary 
pursuits.  As  a  matter  of  course  his  habits  were  sedentary.  Of  a  san- 
guine bilious  temperament,  and  from  his  associations  in  life,  he  was 
tempted  to  partake  liberally  of  the  indulgence  and  luxury  of  the  table 
(a  thing  common  in  his  day).  The  evils  to  be  apprehended  to  such  an 
one,  under  such  circumstances,  have  been  too  often  experienced  and 
explained  to  need  comment.  He  had  suffered  several  attacks  of  inter- 
mittent fever  whilst  a  resident  of  Norfolk,  which  left  him  with  disease 
(pn)bably  enlarged  or  indurated  spleen),  from  which,  I  am  led  to  sup- 
pose, he  never  entirely  recovered.  Somewhere  between  the  years  1815 
and  '20,  he  removed  to  Tennessee.  He  was  at  that  time  from  45  to  50 
years  of  age,  and  had  become  quite  corpulent — rather  oppressed  with 
obesity,  ;;vhich  rendered  him  the  more  sluggish  and  inert.  His  superior 
talents  soon  designated  him  as  a  (it  character  for  the  bench  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  Looking  over  the  geographical  boundaries  of  the  State, 
and  considering  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office,  we  can  perceive  at 
once  that  it  must  have  been  oppressive.  Having  to  travel  over  a  boun- 
dary of  several  hundred  miles  of  mountainous  country,  alternating  with 
the  confinement  of  official  duties,  it  must  have  broken  down  his  already 
jreakened  powers.  It  was  in  one  of  these  travels  that  he  was  seized 
with  the  first  of  a  series  of  spasms  of  the  stomach,  as  was  then  thought, 
which  visited  him  at  irregular  intervals  until  the  close  of  life.  These 
attacks  were  supposed,  by  his  medical  attendants,  to  be  gout  in  the 
j|tomach,,aojd  the  treatment  corresponded  with  this  pathological  view* 
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The  means  employed  were  venesection,  blisters,  with  a  profusion  of  re- 
vulsives, anodynes,  &c.  he,  but  all  to  little  or  no  purpose — the  pains 
and  spasm  still  continued.  The  warm  bath  was  the  Grst  application  to 
afford  relief,  and  this  was  his  chief  means  of  reliance  for  many  years 
when  the  pains  returned.  The  writer  was  Grst  called  to  administer  to 
his  relief  in  1830,  some  years  after  he  had  retired  from  office  in  hopes  of 
regaining  his  health  on  his  Arm.  On  this  occasion  he  was  seized  with 
pains  in  the  right  hypochondrium  and  with  general  abdominal  tension, 
at  first  supposed  to  be  colic— further  characterised  by  costiveness,  full 
tense  pulse,  furred  tongue,  and  sonie  thirst.  To  subdue  these,  1  find, 
by  reference  to  my  book,  1  had  recourse  to  repeated  and  copious  bleed- 
ing, warm  bath  and  purgatives.  The  last  of  these  measures  had  to  be 
administered  in  unusually  large  doses ;  about  30  to  40  grains  of  calomel, 
with  a  large  pill  of  opium,  followed  by  repeated  and  full  doses  of  jalap 
and  oil,  before  they  produced  anything  like  full  action  of  the  bowels. 
This  was  usually  the  case  when  he  had  occasion  to  take  medicine  at 
all ;  but  his  dejections,  when  procured,  were  of  a  healthy  aspect,  pre- 
senting the  appearance  of  a  due  admixture  of  bile,  and  of  healthy  con- 
sistence. This  was  their  quality,  too,  when  not  taking  medicine,  which 
he  rarely  needed.  But  little  gastric  disturbance  was  ever  manifest ;  he 
could  retain  the  most  nauseous  medicine  without  vomiting,  and  eat 
heartily  (if  allowed),  when  relieved  of  the  severity  of  the  pain,  at  any 
time  during  his  illness.  In  these  first  attacks,  he  complained  much  of 
debilitating  sweats,  for  which  he  took  freely  of  vegetable  and  mineral 
acids,  quinine,  acet.  plumbi,  &lc.,  without  any.  advantage.  About  the 
first  of  November,  1836,  he  complained  of  dull  and  obtuse  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  liver,  with  no  other  uncommon  symptom,  which  was  at- 
tributed to  hepatic  derangement,  superinduced  by  close  confinement  to 
writing,  &c.  When  describing  it,  he  thought  the  sensation  referred 
more  to  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen,  or  side,  as  the  seat,  than  to  deep 
parts.  Pressure  produced  little  or  no  increase  of  the  pain  ;  a  portion  of 
equal  parts  of  cal.  rhei  and  aloes  was  administered,  followed  by  oil, 
which  brought  away  copious  feculent  stools,  but  afforded  no  relief.  At 
this  time,  and  for  some  time  after,  except  when  under  the  action  of 
medicine  or  remedial  agents,  he  was  able  to  attend  to  the  editorial  duties 
of  the  paper  which  he  was  then  conducting.  November  4th  or  5th,  he 
was  bled  and  blistered.  5th,  6th,  7th — no  belter.  Ordered  to  dress 
with  tart.  emet.  oint.  ;  but  it  became  so  painful  as  to  occasion  its  aban- 
donment after  a  few  hours.  A  poultice  was  now  applied,  and  pills  of 
cal.  and  rhei,  and  oil  ordered  every  second  day :  diet  light,  bread  and 
tea,  gruel  and  roasted  apples.  8th,  9th,  10th — the  ointment  has  pro- 
duced extensive  cuticular  inflammation,  and  extended  like  erysipelas 
over  twice  the  original  surface.  The  pain  and  irritation  is  almost  insup- 
portable. He  cannot  be  persuaded  that  anything  else  now  is  the  matter, 
as  he  can  feel  no  deep-seated  pain  in  his  side.  13th,  14lh,  15th — the 
inflanmiation  still  extends,  some  pustules,  but  no  mitigation  of  pain. 
Ordered  to  bathe  with  decoct,  tan  bark,  and  acet.  plumb,  two,  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  and  take  a  pill  of  ext.  cicuta,  and  repeat,  if  necessary, 
10  three  hours.     Next  day  no  better,  bad  no  rest  through  the  nigbi. 
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Thus  it  advaoced  for  two  or  three  weeks ;  presenting  a  most  perplexing 
erysipelas,  until  in  the  remedial  search,  a  solution  of  lunar  caustic  in  the 
proportion  of  two  or  three  grains  to  the  ounce,  suddenly  healed  it,  to 
the  great  comfort  of  both  physician  and  patient  (for  be  verily  thought 
this  alone  was  killing  him).  But  by  and  By,  after  it  had  gotten  well, 
the  old  pain  returned  with  increased  action  ;  be  found  out  his  mistake. 
We  now  had  recourse  to  mercurials,  in  order  to  their  full  alterative  ef- 
fects oo  the  system,  stramonium,  belladonna,  &c.  &c.  The  only  relief 
be  now  obtained,  was  from  morphine.  This  article  could  not  be  substi- 
tuted by  opium,  laudanum,  or  black  drop.  So  sensible  of  its  superiori- 
ty did  the  patient  become,  that  he  scarcely  could  be  prevailed  on  at 
length  to  make  trial  of  other  substitutes.  December.  He  now  under- 
went a  variety  of  treatment  suggested  by  di£ferent  medical  gentlemen. 
But  as  no  regular  journal  was  kept,  and  it  was  of  the  miscellaneous  or- 
der of  treatment,  i  think  it  unnecessary  to  detain  you.  Other  organs 
within  the  circle  of  sympathy  of  the  disease  became  involved.  The 
tongue  lost,  in  part,  the  thick  mucous  coat,  and  became  tipped  with  red. 
The  whole  epigastric  region  was  painful  at  times ;  but  a  prominent 
symptom  was  acute  pain  extending  to  the  back — in  describing  which,  he 
said  ha  could  cover  it  with  his  thumb  or  finger  if  he  could  reach  it ;  so 
much  was  this  the  case,  that  we  were  led  to  attribute  all  the  symptoms 
to  neuralgia  of  the  spinal  nerves.  He  could  only  lie  on  the  back  or  in- 
clining to  the  right  side.  About  the  last  of  December,  there  occurred 
acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidney,  attended  by  strangury  and  mic- 
turitioD,  for  which  camphor,  mucilages,  buchu  tea,  muriated  tinct.  iron, 
Sm.,  were  used,  and  measurably  relieved  him  of  those  symptoms. 
Dropsical  swellings  in  the  limbs  next  followed,  for  which  the  bandages 
were  applied,  which  held  that  symptom  at  beyance.  But  it  now  be- 
came evident,  that  nothing  but  a  palliative  treatment  could  avail  any* 
thing,  and  from  henceforth  it  was  nearly  all  that  was  attempted.  He 
lingered  on,  greatly  emaciated,  until  some  time  in  July  following,  when 
death  came,  a  much  desired  messenger,  to  relieve  his  agony. 

And  now  as  to  the  post-mortem  appearances. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  first  thing  that  occurred  to  us  worthy 
of  remark,  was  the  omentum  highly  injected  with  blood,  a  part  of  which 
was  thickened  and  of  a  dusky-red  color,  showing  established  inflamma- 
tion; the  mesentery  about  the  duodenum,  and  the  bowel  itself,  was 
vonch  inflamed  externally ;  the  stomach  and  upper  bowels  were  much 
distended  with  flatus,  owi  on  opening  the  stomach  or  inspecting  its 
outward  coats,  there  was  but  little  perceptible  derangement.  Every*- 
thing,  almost,  presented  a  healthful  appearance,  excepting  at  its  con- 
tiguity with  the  liver,  and  as  it  approximated  the  duodenum.  The  peri- 
toneal coat  of  the  smaller  bowels  was  filled  with  small  vessels,  but  may 
this  not  have  been  the  remora  of  the  blood  from  the  atony  of  dissolution, 
their  vascular  capacity  having  been  increased  by  previous  excitement  ? 
The  colon  and  rectum  presented  less  ambiguous  marks  of  positive  in-> 
flammatron,  but  was  accounted  for,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  having 
used,  Co  a  great  extent,  stimulating  enemata,  such  as  spirits  of  turpen- 
iim^  solution  of  salts  and  soap,  and  even  tobacco.  This  was  expected  to 
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be  the  case,  as  evidenced  by  slimy  or  mucous  stools,  tenesmus,  &c.  The 
left  kidney  was  enlarged,  and  its  capsule  contained  several  ounces  of  whey- 
colored  lymph.  The  internal  kidney  was  not  further  examined,  as  oui^ 
time  was  limited.  The  spleen  was  uneven^  hard,  and  tuberous  ;  but  is 
it  not  fair  to  conclude  that  this  was  only  the  legitimate  offspring  of  his 
fo  mer  intermittens.  There  was  situated  on  the  left  crura  of  the  dia- 
phragm or  abdominal  surface,  an  abscess  or  collection  of  sero-purulent 
matter,  containing  about  an  ounce,  but  could  not  be  traced  by  any  morbid 
connection  to  the  original  disease  of  the  gall  bladder.  The  gall  bladder 
was  completely  impacted  with  the  calculi,  even  to  the  ductus  communis 
cboledochus ;  several  of  the  smaller  size  had  made  good  their  way  near 
the  opening  into  the  bowel,  and  others  were  lodged  part  of  the  way ; 
but  the  coats  were  so  thickened,  that  the  passage  seemed  almost  totally 
obliterated.  The  coats  of  the  bladder  itself  were  about  the  thickness 
and  density  of  the  cutis  vera  of  the  hand,  having  rather  a  callous  than 
vascular  appearance.  Adhesion  had  formed  pretty  extensively  around 
the  neck  and  bowel,  with  thickening  and  increase  of  substance.  The 
bowel  was  still  more  extensively  inflamed,  involving  most  of  its  mucous 
surface  ;  part  of  which  exhibited  patches  of  ulceration.  There  may 
have  been  about  a  teaspoonful  of  dark  viscid  bile,  as  it  were,  percolat- 
ing the  stones,  which  presented  surfaces  of  such  perfect  coaptation  as  to 
afford  but  very  small  interstices  between  them.  The  volume  of  the 
liver  was  enlarged  and  61led  with  grumous  blood,  and  on  the  under  sur- 
face considerably  indurated.  The  lungs  and  chest  were  normal,  so  far 
as  examined. 

I  have  thus  presented  some  of  the  prominent  symptoms  of  this 
interesting  case,  and  will  now  conclude  with  the  following  interrogations : 

1st.  Is  it  possible  that  the  6rst  attack  was  produced  by  calculi,  which 
have  remained  there  ever  since,  harmless  for  the  most  part,  except  on 
extraordinary  causes  coH>perating  and  arousing  temporary  inflammation  ? 
Or  did  the  first  formation  pass  off,  and  a  succession  of  them  produce 
the  different  paroxysms  under  which  he  labored  ? 

Sd.  Is  it  fair  to  presume  that,  originally,  there  was  but  one  large  one ; 
and  that  it  became  broken  and  comminuted,  and  smoothed  by  attrition 
as  we  see  them  ;  or  were  they  so  many  separate  formations  ? 

3d.  Could  surgery  afford  any  possible  prospect  of  remedy  in  such . 
cases,  provided  our  diagnosis  of  them  were  perfect  ? 

Joneiboro',  Tenn.,  Oct.  ISth,  1837. 

Remarks  on  the  foregoing  Case^  by  P.  F.  E. 

1st  Remark.  Assuredly  the  calculi  were  formed  separately ;  each 
one,  in  all  probability,  having  its  own  nucleus. 

Sid.  No  susgeon  would  be  justified  in  operating  in  such  a  case, 
though  the  diagnosis  were  clear.  The  gall  bladder  has  truly  been  punc- 
tured, and  hepatic  abscesses  are  opened,  without  the  loss  of  life  ;  but  to 
cut  for  stones  in  the  gall  bladder,  is  an  operatbn  certainly  not  recom- 
naended  in  the  present  state  of  medical  science. — SotUhem  Med.  Jour. 
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BELL'S  ECLECTIC  JOURNAL. 

rCoiamunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  the  last  ninnber  of  Dr.  Bell's  Eclectic  Journal,  is  a  notice  of  an  arti- 
cle communicated  by  me  to  this  Journal  of  the  20lh  of  September,  on 
the  subject  of  Aninial  Magnetism,     it  commences  as  follows  : 

"  The  purport  of  this  essay  may  be  known  by  the  two  opening  sen- 
tences. *The'evidence  in  favor  of  Animal  Magnetism  accumulates  oo 
all  hands.  Events  which  have  lately  transpired  in  a  neighboring  city 
leave  to  ridicule  no  excuse  to  amuse  herself  with  facts  which  reason  can- 
not comprehend.'  If  refeience  to  the  neighboring  city  means  Provi- 
dence, we  will  just  content  ourselves  with  remarking  that  the  sonmam- 
bulistic  lady  there  has  not  been  able,  or  has  not  chosen,  to  read  certain 
passages,  words,  or  lines,  neatly  folded  several  titnes  in  paper,  and  her- 
metically sealed,  which  were  sent  to  her  from  Philadelphia.  This  were 
a  small  matter  for  so  accomplished  a  personage/  &c. 

It  then  proceeds  to  comment  on  the  proceedings  at  Providence  as  a 
tissue  of  base  impositions  practised  on  a  gullible  and  gulling  public,  and 
ends  with  promising  information  which,  while  it  reveals  absurdities  and 
imposture,  will  add  to  what  is  really  demonstrable  in  animal  magnetism. 

if  Dr.  Bell  expects  to  throw  light  on  the  question  of  animal  magnetism 
by  communicating  information  to  the  public  of  such  a  character  as  he 
seems  to  contemplate,  or  by  following  out  the  course  of  arp;ument  adopt- 
ed in  the  last  number  of  his  Journal,  in  an  essay  on  the  subject,  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  remark,  that  he  has  wholly  mistaken  the  nature  and 
scope  of  the  magnetic  phenomena.  It  is  neither  by  such  reasoning, 
nor  by  such  information,  that  absurdity  is  distinguished  from  imposture, 
nor  additions  made  to  the  "  demonstrable  '*  knowledge  of  anything. 

Conclusions  respecting  animal  magnetism,  to  be  valid,  must  be  drawn, 
not  from  events  that  do  not  take  place,  but  from  events  that  do  take 
place.  We  need  inquire,  not  what  may,  or  may  not,  occur  again,  but 
what  has  occurred.  One  positive  fact  is  of  more  consequence,  in  con- 
nection with  those  phenomena,  than  a  thousand  negative  ones.  Conse- 
quently all  the  letters  that  were  sent  from  Philadelphia  to  Providence, 
and  returned  unread,  or  misconstrued,  are  little  more  in  point,  with  refer- 
ence to  this  subject,  than  though  they  had  been  unread  by  the  clerks  in 
the  post  office  through  which  they  passed.  And  all  the  information  of 
this  kind  that  may  be  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Bell  or  his  friends,  is 
about  or  the  value  of  ignorance ;  for  evidence  of  a  more  substantial 
character,  founded  on  authority  equally  good,  is  already  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  public. 

The  question  of  animal  magnetism  stands  thus.  A  series  of  facts 
are  asserted  by  one  party ;  another  series  of  facts  are  asserted  by  the 
other  party.  Both  series  are  explicable  on-  the  supposition  that  animal 
magnetism  is  true.  The  latter  only  are  explicable  on  the  supposition 
that  it  is  false.  Those  who  do  not  believe  in  it,  because  they  do  not 
understand  it,  to  cut  the  matter  short,  deny  the  first  series  in  toto,  and 
in  so  doing  do  not  hesitate  to  stigmatize  a  large  and  respectable  portion 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  iq  plain  English,  as  fools  or  impostors.     The 
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question,  then,  is  reduced  to  this.  Is  this  denial  tnie,  and  are  those 
charges  just  ?  To  this  it  may  be  replied  that  the  facts  are  abundant, 
tangible,  complete,  consistent  with  themselves,  and  authenticated  as  far 
as  it  is  possible  for  human  testimony  to  confirm  anything ;  that  they 
want  nothing  short  of  the  capability  of  being  reproduced  at  will,  and 
that  in  regard  to  many  of  them  even  this  has  been  done.  But  animal 
magnetism  has  to  make  its  way  against  the  preconceived  opinions  of 
mankind.  Its  professors  mingle  their  theories  with  the  facts  they  at- 
tempt to  illustrate,  and  occasionally,  nay  frequently,  faiU.in[:their  experi* 
ments,  and  disappoint  the  inordinate  expectations  which  they  have  ex- 
cited in  the  minds  of  spectators.  These  failures,  which  at  least  are  an 
argument  in  favor  of  their  sincerity,  for  jugglery  is  uniformly  successful, 
are  laid  hold  of  by  opposers,  made  a  theme  of  ridicule,  and  trumpeted 
through  the  public  press,  to  the  effect  of  fortifying  old  prejudices  and 
withdrawing  the  attention  from  the  real  and  intrinsic  evidence  on  which 
the  subject  rests.  Hence  the  unfavorable  impressions  that  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  at  the  present  time.  They  do  not  spring  from  any 
defect  in  the  nature  and  amount  of  evidence  accumulated,  but  because 
this  evidence  is  not  examined  with  candor  and  impartiality,  and  its 
weight  duly  estimated! 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  true  state  of  the  case.  The  friends  of  animal 
magnetism  are  sanguine  and  expect  it  to  accomplish  great  things.  Im- 
agination heightens  the  efTecl  in  reality  produced,  and  perhaps  the  vani- 
ty of  being  thought  supernaturally  gifted,  on  the  part  of  the  magnet- 
ized, leads  him  to  attempt  what  he  cannot  accomplish.  Their  oppo- 
nents take  them  at  their  word,  without  calling  to  mind  that  they  know 
as  little  as  themselves  of  the  subject,  and  argue  most  hypoihetically 
about  the  impiety  of  clothing  man  with  the  attributes  of  onmiscience  and 
omnipresence,  and  the  separation  of  the  sou(  from  the  body,  topics 
which  are  as  foreign  from  these  phenomena  as  they  are  from  a  Gt  of 
convulsions  or  tetanus.  And  when  they  find  that  constancy  wanting  in 
the  facts,  the  unauthorized  presumption  of  which  gave  a  coloring  of 
reason  to  their  absurdities,  they  discover  in  it  a  new  reason  to  consider 
the  whole  as  a  humbug,  notwithstanding  all  analogy  teaches  that  it  is 
just  what  might  be  expected,  if  they  belong  to  a  disutrbed  action  of  the 
nervous  system.  The  variety  and  complexity  of  function  the  nervous 
structure  is  instrumental  in  performing  in  its  distribution  throughout  the 
bodily  organs,  and  the  delicacy  of  experimenting  in  the  almost  total  ab- 
sence of  principles  to  guide  the  experimenter,  are  lost  sight  of.  A  fail- 
ure is  balanced  with  a  successful  operation,  a  wrong  guess  with  a  right 
one,  without  estimating  the  difference  of  probabilities  in  favor  of  each  ; 
and  of  course  what  is  proof  in  everything  else,  is  here  nothing  but  evi- 
dence of  fraud  and  wilful  deception. 

While  such  is  the  light  in  which  these  facts  are  contemplated,  he  can- 
not expect  to  be  regarded  with  much  favor  in  the  public  estimation,  who 
ventures  to  advocate  their  authenticity  and  agreement  with  the  laws  of 
nature.  Yet  if  Dr.  Bell,  or  any  other  physician,  is  disposed  to  think 
that  argument  is  as  well  calculated  to  elucidate  the  subject  as  wit,  either 
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original^  or  borrowed  from  Rabelais  and  others,  I  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  discuss  with  him  the  two  following  questions. 

1st.  Whether  the  leading  phenomena  of  the  magnetic  sleep  do  not 
harmonize  with  what  is  known,  or  regarded  as  most  probable,  of  the 
functions  of  the  nervous  system. 

2d.  Whether  analogy  does  not  confirm  the  supposition  that  this  state 
may  be  induced  by  the  agency  of  one  individual  upon  another. 

The  affirmation  of  these  questions  I  am  prepared  to  nmintain  ;  and  I 
maintain,  also,  that  ridicule  and  affected  contempt  are  out  of  place,  and 
out  of  time,  where  and  when  the  negative  of  them  is  not  established 
anteriorly.  Should  Dr.  Bell,  or  any  other  physician,  accept  the  in  vita- 
tbn  to  discuss  these  questions,  I  would  have  him  understand  beforehand 
that  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  speculations  of  the  magnetizers.  I 
shall  deal  with  the  facts  alone — such  facts  as  are  admissible  on  the  com- 
mon principles  of  evidence — and  reserve  the  right  to  put  my  own  con- 
stmction  upon  them.  He  will  find  me  no  supporter  of  the  transmigra- 
tion or  peregrination  of  souls  from  body  to  body,  or  from  city  to  city. 
The  explanation  I  shall  give  of  the  facts  will  be  physical  purely.  Avoid- 
ing metaphysics  altogether,  it  will  consider  these  remarkable  phenomena 
as  the  result  of  a  disturbance  in  the  condition  of  the  nervous  expansions 
and  nervous  centre,  on  which  external  sensation  and  thought  depend. 

Bostofit  Jan.  1,  1838.  Benjamin  Haskell,  M.D. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

This  is  by  do  means  the  first  time  we  have  urged  upon  the  medical  men 
of  this  country,  the  necessity  of  forming  a  great  national  medical  aociety, 
for  the  advancement  of  science  and  good  fellowship.  Again  we  call  up- 
on our  professional  brethren  to  devise  some  plan  for  congregating  the 
•cientific  the  ensuing  summer,  either  at  Washington  or  Philadelpbiay 
and  if  a  prospectus  were  devised  and  freely  circulated,. under  the  sanc- 
tion of  one  or  two  names  of  gentlemen  of  Boston,  Providence,  New 
Haven,  New  York,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Richmond,  CharlestoQ| 
Cincinnati,  Louisville,  Sec,  there  might  be  convened  in  the  month  of 
August  next,  an  illustrious  body  of  learned  men,  who  would  give  an  im- 
pulse to  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  United  States,  of  incalculable  bene- 
fit to  the  national  weal,  and  certainly  to  the  nation's  honor  and  glory. 
We  contemplate  forwarding,  ere  long,  to  all  our  exchange  Journals,  a 
scheme  for  organizing  a  national  association,  about  which  we  ask  advice 
and  counsel,  and  if  acceptable,  also  their  joint  co-operation  ia  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  desirable  GonvocatioB- 


Laryr^edl  Phlhitis, — Those  who  would  make  themselves  thoroughly 
conversant  with  a  disease  which  is  beginning  to  attract  considerable  at- 
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tention.  In  New  England — familiarly  called  the  chrgyman^s  sore  throat-^ 
abould  consult  an  admirable  paper  in  !Noi  2,  Vol.  2d,  of  the  Eclectic 
Journal  of  Medicine.  The  whole  subject  is  there  clearly  investigated| 
and,  with  a  few  exceptions,  it  appears  to  embrace  all  that  physicians 
have  collected  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  practice.  Clergymen  of  the 
present  day  do  not  perform  as  much  speaking  labor  as  those  who  have 
preceded  them,  and  yet  we  are  continually  hearing  of  individuals  who 
are  compelled  to  break  up  their  connection  with  parishes  on  account  of 
an  inability  to  speak  in  public. 

Trousseau  and  Belloe  are  not  correct,  it  is  believed,  in  determining  all 
the  causes  which  may  produce  laryngeal  phthisis.  The  field,  therefore, 
should  be  more  carefully  surveyed  with  reference  to  ascertaining  the 
causes  producing  the  disease  in  the  United  States  particularly.  Cer* 
tainly  all  the  clergy  laboring  under  it  have  not  tubercular  pulmonary 
phthisis.  Were  this  paper  republished  in  the  principal  religious  periodi- 
cals, the  clergy  would  be  put  in  possession  of  a  manual  of  much  import* 
aoce,  because  they  would  understand,  by  the  character  of  their  own 
symptoms,  when  the  vocal  apparatus  became  disordered,  and  its  true  con- 
dition appreciated. 


Dr,  Motif  of  JSew  York, — In  a  recent  letter  received  from  Dr.  Mott» 
by  one  of  his  intimate  friends,  he  makes  use  of  the  following  language.. 
*'  I  am  not  idle,  as  you  may  believe,  for  that  I  truly  abhor.  My  time^ 
that  is  not  devoted  to  other  necessary  things  for  my  family,  is  given  to 
my  professional  improvement.  Part  of  it  I  devote  to  writing  upon  sur* 
gery.  I  have  projected  aud  commenced  a  great  work,  and  if  my  lite  be 
spared,  it  is  my  intention  to  leave  something  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
come  after  me.  I  have  said,  perhaps  presumptuously,  a  greed  work.  I 
only  mean  by  it,  I  have  conceived  the  idea  of  a  good  work  upon  practi- 
cal surgery.  Whether  it  will  ever  be  within  my  power  to  complete  it,  is 
another  matter.  It  will  be  upon  the  basis  of  relative  anatomy,  as  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  teaching  for  some  years,  and  the  immense  value  of 
which  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  longer  I  live,  and  the  more  I 
see.  Upon  this  I  shall  engra(\  my  views  of  surgical  pathology,  and  my 
experience.  It  will  not  be  my  object  to  load  it  with  the  opinions  of  others, 
by  libera]  quotations,  by  which  I  might  display  my  reading  and  my  sur- 
;ical  erudition,  and  make  it  a  work  of  reference  for  other  men's  opinions, 
t  shall  contain  my  own  opinions  and  a  simple  narration  of  my  own 
experience." 

It  must  gratify  Dr.  Mott's  professional  friends,  and  in  fact  every  lover 
of  science,  to  know,  that  with  the  improvement  in  his  health,  he  is  occu- 
pied on  such  a  subject. 


f, 


Samaritan  Hospital. — Dr.  Anderson's  communication  to  the  mayor  of 
New  York,  upon  the  subject  of  a  plan  of  a  hospital  to  be  attached  to  the 
Almshouse,  together  with  memorials  and  remonstrances  of  sundry  tnfer- 
ested  and  disinterested  physicians  of  that  city,  in  relation  to  the  same, 
have  been  received.  In  all  these  documents  the  cloven  foot  of  a  college 
clique  is  plainly  discoverable.  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the  waning 
influence  of  the  medical  school  of  New  York.  It  appears  to  be  a  mere 
laacbine  io  the  hands  of  a  few  of  the  University  Regents^  who  neither 
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know  how  to  designate  genuine  talents,  nor  would  they  appreciate  such 
men,  even  were  they  inducted  into  the  rickety  chairs  of  the  present 
incumbents.  Why  is  it  that  New  York,  with  all  its  uncommon  advan- 
tages, has  scarcely  one  hundred  students  of  medicine,  when  Philadel- 
phia numbers  nearly  nine  hundred  at  this  moment  ?  In  due  time  the 
problem  will  be  solved. 


FroiVa  Trial, — A  full  report  of  the  trial  ofRichard  K.  Frost,  for  man- 
slaughter, has  been  forwarded  from  New  York,  but  it  is  too  voluminous 
for  republication  in  this  place.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  was  tried  for 
killing  a  man  under  the  Thonisonian  plan,  and  was  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the/ouW/i  degree — just  no  degree  at  all.  It  is  equivalent  to 
an  acquittal,  which  will  probably  be  the  ultimate  termination  of  that  un- 
happy affair. 

Deleuze. — Mr.  Hartshorn's  translation  of  the  third  and  last  Part  of  this 
manual  of  Animal  Magnetism,  elucidated  and  greatly  improved  by  notes, 
is  announced  by  the  publishers.  Although  we  have  not  yet  received  a 
copy,  we  know  enough  of  that  gentleman's  qualifications  for  conducting 
the  translation  to  its  completion,  to  recommend  the  whole  work  to  those 
who  feel  any  interest  in  making  themselves  thoroughly  conversant  with 
all  that  is  known  in  that  broad  but  partially  surveyed  field  of  philosophy. 

[Since  the  above  remarks  were  written.  Part  3d  has  been  sent  in.  A 
very  slight  examination  of  its  contents  fully  warrants  us  in  assuring  the 
reader  that  Mr.  Hartshorn  exhibits  more  research  and  industry,  if  pos- 
sible, in  this,  than  in  the  preceding  divisions  of  the  volume.] 


Triumphs  of  Science. — A  correspondent  writes  to  us  from  New  York, 
thus  :  '>  1  presume  you  have  seen  an  account  of  Frost's  trial  for  man- 
slaughter. It  has  caused  much  excitement  here  among  the  profession. 
Many  of  them  feel  sore  that  members  of  our  brotherhood,  when  placed 
on  the  stand  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  a  scientific  opinion,  should  have 
declared  on  oath,  ^  that  the  patieut's  pulse  was  160  !!  that  his  nej'ves 
were  in  a  stale  of  excilemerUy^  ^  that  it  is  possible  to  distinguish  typhus  fe- 
ver, smallpox,  and  scarlet  fever,  at  the  inception  of  the  disease  !!'  '  that 
oxalic  acid  was  a  mineral  poison  ;'  ^  that  if  lobelia  passed  into  the  bowels 
it  might  purge,'  as  if  no  medicine  could  operate  on  the  alimentary  canal, 
without  coming  in  contact  with  the  surface,  &c." 


Bangor  Medical  .Association. — An  admirable  plan  has  been  devised  by 
the  practitioners  of  the  enterprising  city  of  Bangor,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  for  maintaining  peace  and  harmony  amongst  themselves,  and  at 
the  same  time  elevating  the  professional  character.  The  constitution  is 
quite  faultless,  and  might  be  copied  by  other  similar  associations  to  good 
advantage.  Gonsuhations,  references,  differences  of  physicians,  dis- 
couragement of  quackery,  conduct  for  the  support  of  the  medical  char- 
acter, fees,  exemption  from  charges,  and,  lastly,  a  fee  table,  are  sepa- 
rately considered,  and  apparently  every  necessary  provision  made  for 
contingencies.  We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  any  part,  with  the  single 
exceptioa  of  the  12th  article,  under  the  general  caption  of  Rules,  Prac- 
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tice,  &c.,  page  9th,  embracing  the  tariflT  of  charges.  The  members  rate 
their  services  much  too  low,  and  we  predict  a  remodeling  of  this  starving 
system  of  practice.  Why,  it  is  morally  impossible,  with  a  moderate  busi- 
ness, at  the  present  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  a  city,  to  keep  a 
family  as  comfortably  provided  for  as  a  physician's  household  should  be, 
inasmuch  as  appearances  in  this  age  are  indicative  of  the  man,  without 
asking,  in  many  cases,  just  double  the  sum  agreed  upon.  For  example: 
"  for  a  visit  and  passing  catheter,  $2,00,"  which  should  be  $5fl0  any- 
where. "  For  a  visit  on  board  a  vessel^  $1,50  ;"  which,  also,  is  not  half 
enough.  Again,  *^  for  surgical  advice  in  the  night,  $1,^."  Surely  it  is 
worth  more  to  draw  out  a  sliver  in  broad  daylight.  No  man,  educated 
properly,  can  afford  to  provide  himself  with  appropriate  instruments,  and 
live  like  a  minute  man  in  a  city,  without  rating  his  services  much  higher. 
Medical  prescriptions  are  worth  as  much  in  Bangor  as  at  Boston,  be- 
cause the  expenses  of  living  in  both  places  are  nearly  alike. 


Gonorrhaal  Ophthalmia. — The  following  extract  from  the  Lancet  may 
serve  to  show  what  incorrigible  fools  are  sometimes  to  be  met  with  in  the 
world  :  *'  A  young  man,  with  natural  weakness  of  sight,  was  recom- 
mended to  bathe  his  eyes  with  urine.  Although  suffering  under  an  at- 
tack of  gonorrhcea  at  the  time,  this  did  not  deter  him  from  adopting  the 
prescribed  remedy.  He  bathed  his  eyes  with  his  own  urine.  A  violent 
attack  of  gonorrhoea!  or  purulent  ophthalmia  followed  the  application, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  most  active  treatment,  rapidly  produced  dis- 
organization of  the  eyes,  with  loss  of  vision.  The  symptoms  commenced 
immediately  afler  the  application." 


Medical  Mscellany, — Dr.  Peirson,  of  Salem,  lately  delivered  an  able 
lecture  before  the  Physiological  Society  in  this  city,  upon  popular  errors 
arising  from  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  physiology.  This  subject  led  to 
0ome  remarks  upon  the  prevalence  of  quackery.  The  utter  worthless- 
ness  of  the  certificates  which  generally  fill  the  public  prints,  may  be  in- 
ferred from  a  fact  related  of  an  ex-professor  of  a  certain  university,  who 
delivered  a  flaming  lecture  against  the  use  of  tobacco,  and  not  a  very 
long  period  afterwards  gave  a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  nostrum  sold  under 
the  name  of  aromatic  snuff. — The  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy  at  the 
Mason  street  School,  is  rendered  more  palatable  to  those  entering  on  the 
rugged  paths  of  science,  by  the  amtising  sallies  of  the  gentleman  who 
fills  the  chair. — A  German  author  has  said,  ^'  To  keep  the  mind  and 
body  in  perfect  health,  it  is  necessary  to  mix  habitually  and  betimes  in 
the  common  affairs  of  men." — '^  Copious  bloodletting  "  is  insisted  on  by 
flome  practitioners  as  a  cure  for  hydrophobia.  This  is  a  touch  of  Dr. 
Sangrado's  system  of  practice,  and  will  no  doubt  be  equally  successful. 
— The  French  papers  give  a  rather  apocryphal  account  of  an  inhabitant 
of  Lyons,  who  being  attacked  with  a  lethargy,  during  which  he  heard  all 
that  was  said  and  everything  that  was  done  around  him,  without  the  pow- 
er of  making  a  motion  or  uttering  a  word,  was  pronounced  to  be  dead 
and  was  placed  in  the  coffin  for  burial.  As  the  coffin  was  about  to  be 
nailed  up,  the  supposed  corpse,  to  the  horror  of  all  present,  suddenly 
roae  up  and  asked  for  somethir^  to  eat. — The  profession  will  be  gratified, 
in  a  short  time,  by  the  publication,  in  one  volume,  of  the  prize  disserta- 
tion by  Dr.  Holmes. 
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Hydrocyanic  AAd,  as  a  Topical  Remedy  in  Cutaneous  Diseases, — ^In 
some  of  those  distressing  states  of  the  skio,  where  disordered  seasaiioa 
is  almost  intolerable,  and  where  itching  occurs,  it  may  be  employed  ex- 
ternally with  very  cousiderabie  utility.  A  lotion  contuiniog  two  drachms 
of  the  acid  to  eight  ounces  of  water,  with  a  small  proportion  of  acetate 
of  lead  and  alcohol,  is  most  useful.  In  prurigo,  in  inveterate  psoriasis, 
and  in  different  cutaneous  affections  marked  by  heat,  by  tingling,  aod  by 
itching,  it  affords  great  comfort  to  the  patient. — Lancet, 

Whole  number  of  death!)  in  Bogion,  Tor  the  week  ending  Jan.  6.  33.    Males,  17— Females,  16. 

Coosumpiion^  9— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— dropey,  1— cbild-bed,  I— carditis,  1— wound,  1— 
inflammation  ol  the  lungs,  3— inflammation  of  the  lungs  and  pleura,  1— suicide,  1 — old  age,  3— born, 
1— seroAila,  1— pleurisy,  1— disease  of  tiie  heart,  1— disease  of  the  brain,  1— scarlet  fever,  2— tjphu 
fever,  1— delirium  tremens,  1— stillborn,  1. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thi  subscribers  are  associated  fdr  the  purpose.  u(  giving  a  compfete  course  of  medical  ioscractloa, 
«»d  will  receive  pupils  on  the  follbwing  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  aod  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,- by  lectures  or  ezaminaUoDa,  will  te 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemftitry,    by     Da.  CnAVKtmo. 
On  Physiology.  Pa;hology,  'I'herapeutics,  and  Materia  Medics,  -  -     "      Diu  Wakb. 

On  the  Princtples  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -  -       -       .       .       .  <«      Oa.  Oris. 

Oa  Anatomy,       ----  ..,--_  .  •*      jja.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  ia  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  aoeeaa  la  a  taffi 
library.  Llghu  and  Aiel  with3nt  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Amalo- 
my  are  not  Inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee<(  are  $109— to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  snfflcieut  wecatily  of  •«■• 
person  In  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

ApplieaiioM  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  oifpoeitethe  Trenont  BtfOMw 
Boston.  WALTER  CBANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18~tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIB,  JR. 
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VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Phtsioiari  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Poaa  V^cciva 
Virus  by  retarn  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgieaJ  ioaraal,  eneioa- 
ing  one  dollar,  postpaid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  ollce.         Oct.  SIS. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
Tmi  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  braaoliee  of  Medieiao  aatf 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  foe  provided,  and  popils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extenaive  mod  leal 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Bar  Inflrmary,  and  of  attending  n  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  ezuminations  will  include  all  the  required  profeesiooal  works. 
Anatomical  iiistrnciion  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  pan  In  the  study  oflhe  ponlla. 
For  further  inforraatlon,apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHM  JEFFRIES   M  D 

R.  W.  HOOPER.  il.D.  ' 
Franklin  Sirssf,  JVov,  9,  1836.  July  19~6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  4l.D. 

AlEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thi  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  Instnictlon.  A  convenient  n»e«a 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hour*.  They  will  feav* 
access  to  an  extensive  mediciil  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  tlio  acauireiaent  of  a 
thorough  medical  education.  ^ 

Opportunities  will  be  oflnred  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  ia  tm^Oiaaei 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,3  and  3.  and  in  cane*  which  vtiU  be  treated  at  the  room  Mm. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twica  a 
Snilicient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 
For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  etroet.  w  fo 
the  ittbscrlbers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.S. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
>    «       .  A  ,00.  E.  WALTER  LEACB,  M.D. 

B9etmi,  AugMMt »,  1837.  HENRY  6.  CLARK,  ik.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  MJI. 
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CASE  OF  HYDATID  CYST  IN  THE  BRAIN.       ' 

BY  C.   H.  BREB,   BSq.,^4l,R.C»S^   8T0WMARKET. 

History  and  Syhptoms  of  the  Case. — James  P.,  »t.  15,  a  butcliF 
er's  apprentice,  of  a  full  habit  of  body,  came  under  my  care  in  the 
month  of  April,  1835.  He  had  been  ill  in  London,  for  six  weeks  pre- 
viously, under  the  treatment  of  a  medical  gentleman,  by' whom  he  was 
sent  into  the.country.  He  appeared  to  have  been  placed  under  the  in- 
fluence of  mercury. 

When  6rst  he  became  my  patient,  be  complained  of  a  Gxed  and  con- 
tinued pain  in  the  left  temple,  to  which  he  constantly  lifted  his  band  ; 
the  pupils  of  both  eyes  were  dilated,  and  he  could  not  clearly  discern 
objects  around  him ;  his  intellect  was  occasionally  disturbed  ;  his  pulse 
was  slow,  and,  at  intervals,  intermittent ;  the  skin,  more  particularly 
about  the  bead,  was  hot  and  dry  ;  the  bowels  costive,  and  the  tongue 
covered  with  a  white  fur. 

I  applied  leeches  to  the  left  temple  every  other  day  for  a  fortnight, 
after  which  he  was  blistered  frequently  behind  the  ears,  and  on  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  and  purgative  medicines,  mercurial  alteratives  and 
salines,  were  freely  exhibited.  From  this  treatment,  however,  he  de- 
rived no  permanent  bene6t ;  in  the  course  of  a  month  be  became  per- 
fectly blind,  and  successively  lost  the  senses  of  taste  and  smell ;  con- 
vulsive motions  of  different  parts  of  the  body,  more  particularly  of  the 
face  and  extremities,  now  came  on  several  times  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  voluntary  motion  was  in  a  great  measure  lost. 

In  the  month  of  August,  his  condition  was  the  following : 

He  laid  in  bed  upon  his  back,  from  which  position  he  could  not  rise 
without  assistance ;  his  sight  was  completely  gone,  and  the  pupils  per- 
manently dilated  and  insensible  to  the  action  of  light,  or  other  more 
powerful  stimuli ;  the  senses  qt  smell  and  taste  were  partially  regained  ; 
whilst  that  of  hearing  was  morbidly  acute.  The  pain  in  the  temple 
was  only  felt  occasionally,  but  it  was  then  very  severe  ;  the  breathing 
was  thick  and  stertorous,  and  the  eyeballs  (more  particularly  the  left) 
were  continually  in  a  tremulous,  rotatory  motion. 

There  was  great  difficulty  in  associating  his  ideas  so  as  to  produce  a 
correct  impression  upon  the  will.  When  desired  to  pronounce  my 
name,  he  said  Mr.,  very  well,  and  without  hesitation,  but  he  could  pro- 
ceed DO  further.  Wheo  I  aaked  him  when  I  had  seen  bim  last,  bo 
24 
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counted  back  to  the  day,  but  could  not  pronounce  it ; — thus,  if  it  had 
been  three  days  since  I  had  seen  him,  he  would  repeat  the  numerals, 
and  three  would  be  his  answer  to  my  question,  in  which  he  was  always 
correct.  The  convulsive  motions  of  the  body  had,  at  this  time,  ceased  ; 
he  seemed  to  understand  everything  said  to  him,  and,  occasionally, 
laughed  and  appeared  amused.  The  bowels  were  costive,  and  required 
the  constant  use  of  an  emetic,  or  the  exhibition  of  castor  oil.  His  ap- 
petite was  morbidly  great ;  the  pulse  small,  weak,  and  varied  from  40  to 
120 ;  the  tongue  was  white  and  furred  ;  there  was  partial  loss  of  power 
ID  the  extremities,  but  the  sense  of  touch  remained  intact. 

With  regard  to  treatment,  little  relief  was  obtained  ;  after  the  inflam- 
matory diathesis  was  subdued,  1  put  him  under  the  influence  of  mer- 
cury, and  subsequently  gave  him  Lugol's  solution  of  iodine,  which  was 
the  only  part  of  the  treatment  that  seemed  to  have  any  effect  upon  the 
disease,  and  this  was  only  temporary  ;  towards  the  close  of  the  year  all 
the  symptoms  became  aggravated ;  he  was  hardly  ever  free  from  con- 
vulsions; he  lost  all  inclination  for  food,  and  became  muuh  emaciated 
and  perfectly  paralytic.  The  fingers  were  permanently  flexed,  more 
particularly  those  of  the  right  hand ;  the  toes  were  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, and  so  firmly  contracted  upon  the  sole  of  the  foot,  as  to  produce  a 
dislocation  of  the  middle  cuneiform  bones ;  the  left  side  of  the  body 
was  drawn  down  so  as  to  bring  the  ribs  in  contact  with  the  crest,  of  the 
ileum  ;  consciousness  and  sensation  gradually  left  him,  and  he  died  on 
the  19th  of  January,  1836. 

Sectio  Cadaveris,  ffteen  hours  after  death. — With  some  difficulty  I 
obtained  permission  to  examine  the  head,  which  I  did  with  the  assist- 
ance of  my  friend,  Mr.  Spencer  Freeman. 

Upon  raising  the  calvarium  and  dissecting  off  the  dura  mater,  the 
surface  of  the  brain  was  found  in  a  state  of  considerable  venous  con- 
gestion, more  particularly  on  the  left  side  ;  slicing  off  a  portion  of  the 
left  hemisphere,  a  gush  of  serous  fluid  immediately  took  place,  which, 
upon  examination,  was  found  to  proceed  from  an  enormous  hydatid  cyst, 
which  occupied  a  cavity  (formed  by  condensation  of  the  substance  of 
the  brain^  in  the  anterior  and  middle  lobe  of  the  cerebrum,  and  which 
containecl  by  admeasurement  (allowing  for  that  which  was  lost),  up- 
wards of  ten  ounces  of  clear  limpid  serum.  The  cyst  was  opaque  and 
of  a  pearly  white  color ;  it  had  no  point  of  adhesion,  or  any  visible  con- 
nection with  the  substance  of  the  brain  ;  when  removed  from  the  cavi- 
ty, the  latter  was  found  smooth,  and,  apparently,  produced  by  a  separa- 
tion of  the  convolutions  of  the  cerebrum.  At  its  lower  and  inner  sur- 
face there  was  a  communication  (evidendy  effected  by  the  gradual  en- 
croachment of  the  enlarging  cyst)  with  the  left  lateral  ventricle,  which, 
as  well  as  the  right,  was  filled  with  fluid,  and  considerably  dilated.  Up- 
on reflecting  the  corpus  callosum,  and  exposing  the  ventricles,  this  di- 
lated condition  was  better  observed  ;  the  folds  of  the  septum  lucidum 
were  also  separated  by  fluid  in  the  fifth  ventricle. 

There  was  slight  ramoUissement  of  the  fornix  and  base  of  the  lateral 
ventricles ;  the  neurilemma  covering  the  optic  commissure  was  oedema- 
tous,  but  no  abnormal  appearance  was  discovered,  either  in  the  nerve  it- 
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self,  or,  so  far  as  it  could  be  traced,  along  the  tractus  opticus.  The 
thalami  and  corpora  striata  were  condensed  and  flattened ;  there  was 
fluid  in  the  third  and  fourth  ventricles,  and  at  the  base  of  the  brain ; 
the  corpora  olivaria  appeared  to  bulge  out  more  than  is  usually  seen ;  in 
fact,  throughout  the  whole  brain  the  anaXomical  characters  were  beauti** 
fully  and  distinctly  developed.  I  could  not  obtain  permission  to  extend 
the  examination. 

Remarks. — This  case,  in  a  pathological  point  of  view,  is  interesting, 
and,  comparatively  speaking,  is  one  of  rare  occurrence.  A  somewhat 
analogous  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Abercrombie,  in  his  excellent  work  on 
the  pathology  of  the  brain ;  but  the  cyst,  in  that  case,  arose  out  of  the 
lateral  ventricle ;  whereas,  in  the  case  above  detailed,  it  evidently  had 
its  origin  in  the  substance  of  the  cerebrum. 

The  obscurity  which  surrounds  the  physiological  character  of  the 
acephalocyst,  and  the  singular  manner  in  which  they  form  in  differeot 
parts  of  the  system,  even  the  most  vital,  renders  the  subject  one  well 
worthy  the  attention  and  investigation  of  the  pathologists  In  the  in- 
stance just  related  it  is  hardly  possible  to  believe,  with  Laennec  and 
others,  that  the  morbid  product  possessed  any  inherent  vitality ;  and 
yet,  how  are  we  to  account  for  its  gradual  increase  in  size,  when  we  find 
that  it  had  no  connection  with  the  body  in  which  it  was  found  to  exist  ? 
The  previous  history  of  the  boy  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  original 
cause  of  its  production.  Being  removed  from  the  country ;  a  fine, 
healthy  boy  ;  and  bound  apprentice  to  a  butcher,  it  can  easily  be  con- 
ceived that  the  additional  quantity  of  animal  food  which  would  form  his 
diet,  would  be  likely  to  cause  a  plethoric  condition  of  the  system,  and 
hence  a  disposition  to  morbid  formation.  This  being  the  case,  we  can 
easily  believe,  with  Andral,  that,  in  the  first  instance,  a  small  clot  of 
blood  was  deposited  in  the  brain ;  that  the  coloring  matter  became  ab- 
sorbed, but  the  fibrinous  portion  not  being  acted  upon  by  the  lymphatics, 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  future  hydatid  cyst ;  but  here  we  have  the 
same  difficulty  of  accounting  for  its  growth  and  development  to  the  size 
of  a  large  orange.  And  this,  in  my  opinion,  can  only  be  done  by  as- 
suming that  the  presence  of  the  morbid  product  kept  up  a  constant  state 
of  inflammation  and  consequent  secretion  of  serum,  and  that  the  con- 
nection between  the  cyst  and  the  vital  action  going  on  in  the  system 
was  supported  by  simple  imbibition. 

I  am  not,  however,  inclined  to  indulge  in  speculation  upon  the  sub- 
ject, my  desire  being  rather  to  record  facts  than  propagate  theories. 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF   INJURIES. 

FROM   STETENS'S   LECTURE   ON   THE   TREATMENT   OF    INJURIES. 

The  following  category  includes  the  more  common  description  of  inju- 
ries that  occur  in  practice,  and  which  form  the  subject  of  these  remarks. 
Severe  wounds,  contusions,  fractures,  injuries  of  the  head,  hemorrhages^ 
burns,  and  strong  mental  emotions. 
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The  symptoms  induced  by  these  injuries  may  be  thus  enumerated^ 
loss  of  sense  and  sensation,  syncope,  delirium,  coma,  convulsions,  jacti* 
taiion  ;  small,  rapid,  slow,  or  irregular  pulse  ;  rigor,  paleness  and  cold- 
ness of  the  surface  ;  irregular  or  stertorous  respiration  ;  vomiting,  retch- 
ing, or  nausea  ;  great  thirst ;  suppression  of  urine. 

It  may  surprise  some  of  the  younger  part  of  ray  audience  to  6nd 
mental  emotions  enumerated  among  the  causes  of  severe  injuries.  But 
the  longer  I  live  the  more  fully  am  I  convinced  that  a  medical  man  im- 
perfectly understands  his  profession  who  does  not  appreciate  the  influ- 
ence of  the  mind  in  all  accidents  and  diseases. 

A  patient  whom  I  visited,  in  consultation  with  my  friend  Dr.  S. 
Moore,  a  gentleman  of  excellent  constitution,  and  in  middle  life,  was  re- 
covering from  an  attack  of  the  smallpox.  For  several  days  he  had  been 
well  enough  to  leave  his  house,  and  attend  to  his  business  an  hour  or 
two  every  day,  and  was  sitting  in  his  chair  and  chatting  with  his  family, 
when  be  heard  his  child  fall  down  stairs.  She  was  taken  up  in  a  con- 
dition which  led  him  to  think  her  seriously  injured,  though  it  proved 
otherwise.  He  became  pale  and  trembling,  went  to  bed,  had  a  severe 
ohill,  became  comatose  during  the  night,  and  did  not  get  about  for  a 
month  ;  during  which  time  we  almost  despaired  of  bis  recovery.  Coma 
and  other  alarming  symptoms  continued  for  many  days  ;  loss  of  memory 
and  mental  imbecility  during  several  weeks. 

Etiology,-^ln  the  explanation  of  these  symptoms,  although  the  minor 
details  may  be  obscure  and  uncertain,  it  is  capable  of  demonstration, 
that  the  shock  is  transmitted  from  the  nerves  of  the  injured  part  con- 
tinuously to  one  or  more  of  the  great  nervous  centres,  the  spinal  mar- 
row, the  head,  or  the  nerves  of  the  ganglionic  system.  The  impression 
is  readily  transmitted  from  one  of  these  centres  to  the  other  ;  but  rarely 
is  it  reflected  back  again.  Tetanus,  however,  afibrds  an  instance  of  the 
reflected  action  of  an  injury. 

A  medical  man  fell  from  his  horse  and  struck  upon  the  nates.  He 
was  at  6rst  insensible  ;  after  a  while  he  was  able  to  crawl  to  a  fence  by 
the  road  side,  and  felt  as  if  pins  were  run  into  all  parts  of  his  body. 
His  arms  and  feet  became  paralyzed  partially.  A  few  days  after  the 
accident  palpitations  of  his  heart,  inability  to  pass  bis  water,  indigestion 
and  severe  headache  supervened  ;  with  these  symptoms  he  came  to 
town  for  my  advice,  one  year  after  the  injury.  This  is  an  example  of 
irritation  propagated  to  various  parts  of  the  system,  and  continuing  for  a 
long  time.  Tbe  consequence  of  injury  of  the  spine  is  usually  confined 
to  the  nerves  below  the  seat  of  injury  ;  but  here  it  extended  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  spinal  marrow  upward,  and  thence  to  the  nerves  of 
the  arms ;  some  part  of  the  shock  passing  oflT  laterally  to  the  nerves  of 
the  viscera.  The  eyes  sympathize  ^¥ith  each  other,  because  their  nerves 
have  a  common  origin. 

Taking  the  case  of  the  crushed  leg  now  under  treatment :  we  ex- 

f)laifi  the  coma,  loss  of  sense,  sensation  and  voluntary  motion,  the  stupe* 
iEiction  and  delirium,  by  the  transmission  of  tbe  shock  to  tbe  brain ;  the 
nausea,  retching  and  vomiting,  by  the  transmission  of  it  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  the  stomach ;  the  convulsions  and  jactitation  to  tbe  concussion 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Oeneral  De$cription  of  byuries.  3T7 

of  the  brain  reflected  back  tlirough  the  spinal  nerves ;  the  condition  of 
the  pulse  and  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  by  the  state  of  the  heart,  which 
the  shock  may  be  supposed  to  reach  through  its  ganglionic  connections 
with  the  spine,  or  from  the  brain,  through  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves.  The 
excessive  thirst  and  suppression  of  the  secretions  are  more  complicated  re- 
sults, the  precise  etioloji^y  of  which  is  not  so  capable  of  explanation.  As 
suppression  of  the  secretions  (bllows,  rather  than  precedes  the  more  mark- 
ed symptoms  of  severe  injuries,  I  cannot  agree  with  my  revered  master.  Sir 
Astley  Cooper,  in  considering  it  as  the  cause  of  these  symptoms.  Although 
the  treatment  of  many  diseases  is  based  upon  the  restoration  of  the  secre- 
tions— this  only  proves,  that  not  being  able  to  reach  the  first  cause,  we 
can  merely  palliate  what  in  reality  are  eflects.  Thus  in  exanthematous 
and  other  fevers,  and  in  all  the  *'  self-limited  "  diseases,  so  well  de- 
scribed by  my  distinguished  friend,  Professor  Bigelow,  we  do  not  cure 
the  malady,  although  we  may  prevent  its  fatal  tendencies-^the  physi- 
cian does  not  propel  the  boat,  but  keeps  it  from  the  rocks  and  quick- 
sands in  its  course. 

Delirium,  coma,  and  insensibility,  are  caused  either  by  the  shock  trans- 
mitted to  the  brain,  or  by  the  want  of  a  due  impulse  of  blood  from  the 
heart,  during  the  weakened  condition  of  that  organ.  The  same  effects 
result  from  apparently  opposite,  but  in  reality,  similar,  conditions ;  all 
agreeing  in  this  point,  that  the  blood  does  not  freely  circulate  in  the 
brain.  Weakened  or  oppressed  circulation,  the  pressure  of  a  clot,  or 
broken  bone,  in  depression  of  the  skull,  alike  imply  a  want  of  circula- 
tion in  some  part  or  in  the  whole  of  that  organ.  This  condition  of  the 
brain,  from  whichever  of  these  causes  it  may  have  been  induced,  trans- 
mits to  the  heart  and  stomach  the  same  shock :  thus  we  have  retching 
and  vomiting  in  apoplexy  from  congestion  or  extravasation  of  blood  in 
the  head  ;  and  the  same  symptoms  in  depressed  skull,  the  same  in  crush- 
ed limb,  the  same  after  excessive  bleeding,  or  an  extensive  burn. 

As  respects  the  prognosis,  an  experienced  eye  will  form  it  rather 
from  the  general  aspect  of  the  case  than  from  any  particular  symptom. 
The  countenance  of  the  patient  is  undoubtedly  the  index  by  which 
practical  men  are  most  governed.  A  fallen  jaw  and  half-closed  eyelid, 
with  irregular  rattling  respiration  and  coma,  indicate  approaching  disso- 
lution. Intelligence  enough  to  answer  simple  questions  respecting  his 
physical  condition,  indicates  a  more  modei'ate  injury  ;  and  if  the  head 
be  the  chief  seat  of  the  injury,  forms  the  ground  of  very  favorable  prog- 
nosis. Long-continued  coldness  without  rigor  or  returning  heat,  and 
continuing  in  despite  of  remedies,  leaves  little  room  for  hope ;  the  same 
may  be  said  of  long-continued  retching. 

On  the  other  hand,  while  rigor  and  vomitine  show  that  the  injury  has 
been  severe,  they  indicate  a  hopeful  degree  of  reaction,  and  are  usually 
succeeded  by  more  favorable  symptoms,  viz.,  a  quiet  condition  of  the 
stomach,  a  return  of  warmth,  and  a  fuller  pulse. 

Excessive  pain  continuing  for  many  hours,  although  not  so  alarming  a 
symptom  as  delirium,  insensibility  or  convulsions,  is  often  the  precursor 
of  one  or  more  of  these  conditions.    It  occurs  more  commonly  as  t 
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consequence  of  injuries  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  or  of  the  extremi- 
ties, than  of  those  affecting  directly  the  head  or  viscera. 


DIERVILLA  CANADENSIS,  JUGLANS  CINERA,   &c. 
[CommanScated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  HAVE  perused,  with  much  interest,  the  articles  published  in  the  Jour- 
nal from  time  to  time^  on  the  indigenous  plants  of  our  materia  medica. 
I  think  they  are  too  much  neglected  by  the  profession  in  general.  Ma- 
ny of  them,  no  doubt,  are  good  substitutes  for  foreign  drugs.  Since  we 
have  amongst  us  a  numerous  class  of  pretenders  to  sJcill  in  medicine, 
styling  themselves  Botanic  Physicians^  many  of  the  profession,  I  fear, 
discard,  in  toto,  every  plant  lauded  or  used  by  them.  Now  this,  surely, 
b  not  right..  We  are  to  use  those  articles  most  efficacious  for  the  relief 
of  the  various  diseases  we  treat,  whether  drawn  from  the  mineral  or 
vegetable  kingdom,  whether  used  by  old  women  or  charlatans.  If  the 
profession,  as  a  body,  would  be  more  liberal  in  the  use  of  our  domestic 
articles,  when  acknowledged  to  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  foreign, 
would  not  the  community  more  readily  see  the  imposition  of  those  who 
would  make  them  believe  that  the  regular  profession  deal  only  in  min- 
erals and  poisons  ? 

I  would  again  call  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  the  Diervilla  Cana- 
densis.  During  the  year  past  T  have  had  some  further  experience  of  its 
utility  in  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  with  a  gravelly  deposit  in  the 
urine.  A  cold  infusion  of  the  bruised  leaves  and  twigs  was  given  freely. 
The  scalding  sensation,  on  performing  micturition,  was  soon  relieved,  and 
the  patient  restored  to  usual  health.  A  neighboring  physician,  whose 
practice  is  much  more  extensive  than  mine,  at  my  suggestion  has  used 
it  in  several  cases  of  a  sub-inflammatory  state  of  the  kidneys  and  blad- 
der, with  complete  success.  One  patient  from  the  south  was  so  much 
relieved  by  it  that  he  called  on  me  for  a  quantity  to  take  on  to 
Charleston. 

Its  modus  operandi  I  leave  for  some  more  competent  hand  to  deter- 
mine. When  taken  internally,  it  operates  as  a  mild,  cooling  diuretic. 
When  externally  applied  to  the  inflamed  surface  occasioned  by  the  rAttf, 
ivy,  or  poison  vine  of  the  meadows,  it  gives  the  sensation  of  a  current 
of  coo!  air  upon  the  part,  and  after  a  lew  applications  relieves  the  itch- 
ing and  checks  the  inflammation  and  swelling.  It  is  a  very  common 
bush  in  these  parts,  growing  by  the  sides  of  fences  and  rocks,  from  one 
to  three  feet  high,  with  a  pithy  stem,  and  has  a  yellow  flower  in  June. 
It  is  known  in  this  vicinity  by  the  common  names  of  gravel  weed,  bush 
honeysuckle,  &c.  I  hope  some  of  your  readers,  who  have  more  leisure 
and  skill  in  analyzing  than  I  have,  will  notice  the  diervilla. 

Are  the  majority  of  the  profession  aware  of  an  excellent  substitute  for 
jalap  and  other  cathartics,  which  they  have  in  the  extract  of  the  inner 
bark  of  the  common  butternut  {juglans  cinera).  Although  much  used 
by  Dr.  Rush  and  others  in  his  day,  and  introduced  into  the  national 
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Pbarmacopaeia,  it  is,  as  far  as  my  inrormation  extends,  little  used  hy 
practitioners  at  present.  Yet  in  cases  of  habitual  constipation  it  should 
be  prererred  to  most  other  cathartics,  as  it  operates  without  occasioning 
heat  or  irritation,  and  leaves  the  bowels  in  a  good  state.  Its  superiority 
in  removing  or  relieving  obstinate  constipation  has  recently  been  tested 
in  this  vicinity.  The  patient  I  allude  to  is  a  female,  who  has  been  coo- 
Sned  to  her  bed  for  more  than  a  twelve  month  with  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  pelvic  viscera  and  obstinate  constipation.  Most  of  the  power* 
All  cathartics,  in  conjunction  with  other  medicines,  were  used,  none  of 
them  producing  evacuations  without  the  assistance  of  enemas^  with  the 
exception  of  croton  oil,  which  relieved  for  a  few  times  and  then  seemed 
to  lose  its  effect.  Through  the  advice  of  a  young  member  of  the  pro- 
fession, the  extract  of  butternut  was  used  in  full  doses,  and  repeated. 
In  the  6rst  instance  sickness  and  vomiting  followed,  but  the  bowels  soon 
moved  freely.  The  decoction  or  extract  has  since  been  sufficient  to  • 
keep  the  bowels  in  a  soluble  state,  without  the  assistance  of  enemas. 
Conjoined  with  calomel,  it  is  especially  efficacious  in  bilious  habits.  If 
griping  is  produced,  carminatives  and  corrigents  are  used  with  effect. 
Great  BarringioUy  Ma8s,y  Bee.  27,  1837.  N.  B.  Pickett. 


SYPHILITIC   IRITIS— A  CASE. 

BT    EDWARD   J.    DAVENPORT,   M.D.,    BOSTON. 
[Communicated  for  Ihe  Boston  illedicnl  and  Surfieal  Journal.] 

Inflammation  of  the  iris  does  not  often  occur  uncombined  with  dis- 
ease of  some  other  texture  of  the  eye.     In  recent  cases,  there  is  fre- 
quently conjunctivitis ;  in  long-continued  or  neglected  iritis  there  will  al- 
most invariably  be  associated  with  it,  inflammation  of  some  of  the  deep- 
seated  textures.     This  is  believed  to  occur  more  particulariy  in  syphi- 
litic iritis — hence  the  title  of  syphilitic  or  "  venereal  ophthalmia,"  ap- 
plied by  some  authors  to  these  cases.     But  when  a  case  of  iritis  is  pre- 
sented for  treatment,  it  is  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  decide  whether 
it  be  of  syphilitic,  or  of  rheumatic,  or  atmospheric  origin,  unless  the 
practitioner  is  acquainted  with  its  previous  history  ;  and  this  may  be 
intentionally  withheld  by  the  patient.     Saunders,  in  his  valuable  treatise 
on  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  gives  the  following  differential  symptoms 
between  syphilitic  and  simple  inflammation  of  the  iris.     "  In  syphilitic 
iritis,"  he  says,  "  the  iris  is  much  more  thickened  and  puckered,  the 
texture  appears  more  changed,  the  irritation  oh  exposure  to  light  is  less, 
the  pain  is  most  intense  at  night,  red  vessels  are  seen  in  the  substance 
of  the  iris — a  circumstance  not  often  seen  in  the  early  stage  of  simple 
iritis,  in  which,  patients,  from  the  severity  of  the  pain,  are  sooner  in- 
duced to  apply  for  relief— the  pupil  is  not  so  much  contracted  as  in  the 
simple  inflammation  ;  and  although  the  general  appearance  of  disease 
be  greater,  the  pain  is  actually  less  and  the^blindness  is  often  total :  to 
yrbich,  perhaps,  may  be  added,  that  the  lymph  is  deposited,  as  it  were, 
io  drops^  and  assumes  a  tubercular  appearance."    P.  64.    Fortunately, 
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hoW6?er)  it  is  not  absolutely  essential  in  the  treatment  of  iriUs  to  know 
whether  it  be  of  syphilitic  origin  or  not ;  for  in  every  well-marked  case, 
it  is  proper  to  administer  mercury  in  some  form,  to  insure  a  speedy  and 
permanent  cure.  Nevertheless,  cases  do  occur  in  which  the  treatment 
usually  employed  in  inflammation  of  other  textures  of  the  eye«  will  be 
sufficient ;  also  in  another  class,  from  idiosyncrasy  or  some  other  cause, 
mercury  may  be  inadmissible,  and  recourse  must  be  had  to  active  reme- 
dies of  a  different  character.  In  the  following  case,  mercury  was  ad- 
ministered with  the  most  decided  beneGt. 

B.  A.,  house  carpenter,  23  years  of  age,  applied  in  the  month  of 
February,  with  an  inflammation  of  the  iris  in  the  right  eye,  of  eight  or 
nine  days'  standing.  He  stated  that  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  pre- 
sent application,  he  had  made  pretty  free  use  of  the  strong  mercurial 
ointment  for  the  cure  of  pediculi  of  the  scrotum.  Soon  after  this  he 
was  attacked  with  a  rheumatic  affection  of  the  limbs,  for  which  be  was 
treated  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  with  relief.  Upon  leav- 
ing the  hospital,  he  exposed  himself  abroad  on  a  cold  and  wet  day,  and 
immediately  upon  his  return  home  he  felt  some  uneasiness  in  the  eye, 
which  soon  amounted  to  positive  inflammation. 

Upon  examination,  the  inflamed  vessels  of  the  eye  appeared  of  a 
mixed  character;  the  superficial  network  of  vessels  belonging  to  the 
conjunctiva  being  considerably  injected,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sclero- 
tic vessels  forming  the  ciliary  zone  around  the  cornea  being  very  distinct. 
The  conjunctiva  of  the  lids  was  not  much  inflamed.  The  iris — natural- 
ly blue — bad  changed  to  a  green  color,  and  was  limited  and  sluggish  in 
its  motions  ;  the  pupil  was  quite  hazy,  somewhat  contracted,  and  irregu- 
lar, with  the  pupillary  margin  of  the  iris  retracted  towards  the  crystal- 
line lens.  Upon  this  margin,  towards  the  external  canthus,  was  seen  a 
irellowish-colored  tubercle  of  lymph,  of  a  small  size  ;  intolerance  of 
ight  and  epiphora  inconsiderable  ;  slight  haziness  of  the  entire  cornea ; 
pain  occurring  in  paroxysms,  referred  to  the  eyeball  and  occasionally  to 
the  brow ;  vision  so  much  impaired  that  he  could  not  distinguish  any 
object  at  all ;  and  this  circumstance,  as  usually  happens,  created  n>ueb 
alarm,  and  chiefly  induced  him  to  apply  for  advice.  In  this  case  there 
was  so  little  constitutional  disturbance,  that  the  patient  was  very  unwill- 
ing to  confine  himself  to  the  house,  or  to  refrain  from  taking  the  same 
food  he  was  accustomed  to  when  in  health. 

Wednesday.  One  eye  only  being  affected,  he  was  cupped  apoo  the 
right  temple  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  ounces,  and  was  directed  to 
take  an  active  cathartic,  to  have  anodyne  fomentations  to  the  eye,  and  to 
keep  in  a  dark  apartment. 

Thursday.  Patient  remains  much  the  same.  Six  ounces  of  bkxNi 
were  taken  from  the  temple ;  he  was  directed  to  repeat  the  cathartic,  and 
to  take  at  bed  time  a  pill  of  calomel  and  opium. 

Friday.  The  inflammation,  apparently,  was  not  much  diminished, 
but  the  pulse  and  general  strength  were  considerably  reduced.  Directed 
calomel  and  opium  in  full  doses,  morning,  noon,  and  night.  In  less  tbaa 
a  week  his  gums  became  tender,  and  a  most  marked  amendmeot  imoie* 
diately  look  place.    The  ioflammatioo  rapidly  diminished^  the  deposit 
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of  lymph  upon  the  iris  disappeared,  and  vision  improved  daily.  As  the 
haziness  of  the  cornea  went  off,  very  minute  and  darl(-rolored  specks 
appeared  ii|>on  liiat  membrane  for  some  Ume  after  ilie  subsidence  of  the 
other  symptoms.  The  extract  of  stramonium  having  been  applied,  af- 
ter the  gums  had  become  tender,  the  pupil  was  fully  dilated,  and  pre- 
sented a  u)argin  of  extreme  irregularity,  with  extensive  adhesions  be* 
tween  the  iris  and  the  capsule  of  the  lens.  Thei*e  were  also  bands  of 
lymph  of  a  brownish  color  extending  across  the  pupil.  Notwithstand- 
ing which,  vision  was  lendered  much  clearer  by  the  action  of  the  ex- 
tract. The  gums  were  kept  tender  with  moderate  doses  of  calomel,  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  tlie  application  of  stramonium  being  continued 
meanwhile  night  and  n)orning,  until  there  was  no  longer  any  danger  of 
adhesions  taking  plH(*e.  In  the  course  of  a  nionth  or  six  weeks,  he  was 
able  to  return  to  his  work.  Four  months  afterwards,  the  case  was 
ao^ain  seen,  and  not  a  trace  of  the  former  disease  could  be  discovered. 
Power  of  vision  was  equally  good  in  each  eye. 
No.  4  Winter  Street,  Jan.,  1838. 


CANNA   COCCINEA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — By  the  present  opportunity  I  send  you  a  small  quantity  of 
a  new  nutritious  aliment,  which  has  lately  been  sent  me  by  a  friend  in 
the  island  of  St.  Christopher,  West  Indies,  and  which  appears  to  be  a 
very  valuable  acquisition  to  the  list  of  our  nutritious  articles  for  the  sick 
and  convalescent. 

This  article  is  the  product  of  the  canna  coecinea,  somewhat  resem- 
bling arrow  root,  but  is  found,  by  analyzing  it,  to  be  quite  difTerent  from 
the  latter.  In  the  language  of  a  physician  in  the  island — "  1  consider  it, 
as  a  diet  for  the  sick,  very  far  superior  to  sago,  tapioca,  arrow  root,  and 
gruel.  My  own  experience  makes  me  satisfied  that  it  is  a  most  nutri- 
tious diet,  easily  digestible,  and  is  consequently  invaluable  in  diet  for  in- 
fants and  children,  and  is  etninently  adapted  for  persons  of  dysenteric, 
diarrhoeal,  and  consumptive  habits,  because  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  less 
acid  in  it  than  in  any  other  farinaceous  food  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 
I  have  never  known  it  turn  sour  on  the  stomach.  It  is  the  ordinary 
food  of  the  dyspeptic,  and  in  enemas  it  is  truly  serviceable  for  allaying 
the  effects  of  acrid  bile  on  the  coats  of  the  rectum,  and  for  sheathing 
them  in  cases  of  abrasion  and  inflammation.'' 

Dr.  Ryan,  of  London,  in  his  Journal,  speaking  of  the  canna  coeci- 
nea, says,  '^  It  makes  a  more  consistent  and  delicious  jelly  than  arrow 
root,  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  far  superior  to  it  or  any  other  farinaceous 
powder  used  in  this  country,  as  an  aliment  for  infants,  invalids,  or  con- 
valescents. It  is  prepared  like  arrow  root,  and  about  half  the  quantity 
makes  a  thicker  jelly.  It  deserves  the  high  praise  bestowed  upon  it  by 
Dr.  Waterson,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  patronized  by  the  medical  profes- 
sion and  the  public." 
This  substance  is  obtained  firom  the  roots  of  the  caoDa  coecinea  when 
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eight  monlhs  old.  I  am  informed  that  the  preparation  of  it  is  much 
more  tedious  than  that  of  arrow  root.  The  French  have  termed  it 
"  Tous  les  inois,"  in  consequence  of  its  8owering  every  month. 

I  observed,  some  time  since,  the  above  account  of  the  article  in  John- 
son's Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  and  wrote  to  my  friends  in  St.  Christo- 
pher for  some  of  it.  They  have  sent  me  a  small  quantity,  but  in  the 
spring  I  expect  more,  when  1  shall  endeavor  to  make  it  more  extensively 
known.  From  the  limited  trial  I  have  given  it  since  its  reception,  I  am 
convinced  that  it  requires  but  to  be  known,  to  be  preferred  lo  any  other 
article  used  as  nutriment  for  the  sick.  Respectfully  yours;  &c. 

Westerly,  R  /.,  Dec.  18,  1837.  Wm.  Torrey  Thurstoh. 

N.  B. — The  editor  acknowledges  the  safe  arrival  of  the  package,  for 
which  Dr.  Thurston  will  please  accept  his  thanks.  The  article  will  be 
used  in  the  hospital  at  Rainsford  Island,  forthwith. 


SCARLATI>IA. 

rCoinmunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Ingalls,  in  his  letter  on  scariatina,  he  is  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  lancet  or  leeches  in  any  case.  Yet  he  has  never  regret- 
ted  the  omission.  Dr.  Mcintosh,  in  his  recent  work  on  Pathology  and 
Practice,  remarks,  "  I  used  formeriy  to  see  fatal  cases  of  scariatina  wheo 
I  practised  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  schools,  carefully  abstaining 
from  venesection,  and  using  all  means  recommended  to  support  the 
strength  ;  but  it  occasionally  occurred  to  me  to  see  patients  snatched 
from  the  grave  by  considerable  bleedings  from  the  nose,  and  at  times 
when  it  was  thought  the  loss  of  an  ounce  of  blood  would  prove  destruc- 
tive. These  circumstances,  together  with  the  appearances  found  on  dis- 
section, led  me  to  bleed  in  many  subsequent  cases,  and  I  have  never 
had  occasion  to  regret  it."  Dr.  Armstrong  is  also  a  strenuous  advocate 
of  the  lancet  in  scarlatina  anginosa  and  maligna,  and  so  are  also  many 
other  writers  of  great  reputation.  Dr.  Ingalls's  other  remedies  seem  to 
be  rather  ill-defined,  or  to  amount  to  nearly  the  expectant  treatment. 
Scariatina  is  a  disease  in  many  cases  very  mild,  and  requires  but  little 
treatment ;  but  cases  occur  (in  some  epidemics  very  often)  of  the  most 
violent  and  malignant  character,  and  I  call  upon  Dr.  Ingalls  for  his  treat- 
ment and  experience  in  such  cases.  As  there  seems  to  be  a  wide  differ- 
ence in  opinion  among  medical  men  as  to  the  propriety  of  evacuants 
and  of  stimulants  in  the  worst  form,  or  in  cynanche  maligna,  and  the 
subject  being  one  of  great  importance,  as  scariatina  is  now  epidemic  in 
many  places,  I  call  upon  the  profession  to  give  us  their  views  and  ex- 
perience in  this  disease.  I  therefore  propose,  as  a  query.  What  are  the 
causes,  nature,  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  scarlatina  and  cynanche 
maligna  ?  W.  A.  G. 

Dec.  27,  1837. 
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TRIBUTE  OF  RESPECT  TO  THE  LATE    DR.   PHILIP  SYNG    PHYSICK. 

We  are  surprised  that  no  movement  has  yet  been  made  by  the  physi- 
cians of  Boston,  to  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Dr.  Physick, 
who  was  acknowledged,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  to  have  attained  the 
highest  professional  distinction,  and  to  have  merited  all  that  the  public 
sentiment  awarded  him  in  his  lifetime,  as  much  on  account  of  his 
intrinsic  worth  of  character,  as  on  the  score  of  great  professional 
reputation. 

Here  follow  the  doings  of  our  professional  brethren  in  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore. 

The  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  on  the  reception  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  their  late  venerated  President's  death,  passed  the  followiogi 
among  other  resolutions,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Physick  we  de- 
plore not  merely  the  exit  of  one  who  has  long  held  the  first  position 
among  American  Surgeons — one  who  saw  no  superior  e/5eti;Aere.'  hut 
also  the  irretrievable  loss  of  numerous  inestimable  lessons  of  experience, 
inedited  and  treasured  only  by  his  memory  whose  mind  was  as  lucid  as 
it  was  retentive,  and  whose  unvarying  courtesy  and  professional  urbanity, 
rendered  almost  every  moment  spent  in  his  society,  the  source  of  some 
new  idea  important  to  humanity." 

'^  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  member  of  this  Society  be  requested 
to  prepare  a  public  address  upon  the  loss,  merits,  and  professional  labors, 
of  our  late  venerated  President,  to  be  delivered  before  the  members  of 
this  Society." 

The  class  belonging  to  the  Medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  appointed  a  committee  consisting  of  one  member  of  the 
class  from  each  State  in  the  Union,  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of 
their  feelings  at  the  loss  sustained  by  the  decease  of  the  late  Professor 
Philip  Syng  Physick,  in  whose  lamented  death,  to  use  the  words  of  one 
of  the  resolutions  reported,  the  science  of  medicine  mourns  one  of  her 
brightest  ornaments,  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  a  most  distin- 
guished Professor. 

At  the  request  of  the  class  Dr.  Chapman  has  consented  to  prepare  a 
discourse  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased,  during  the  present 
session.     Dr.  C,  in  his  note  accepting  the  invitation,  says: 

"  No  one  knew  the  illustrious  deceased  more  intimately  than  myself, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  faithfully  to  delineate  his  life,  character,  and  ser- 
vices. During  the  whole  of  a  lengthened  intercourse  of  forty  years, 
he  was  among  the  kindest  and  most  steadfast  of  my  friends.  The  death 
of  this  truly  great  and  good  man,  is  to  be  regretted  as  a  common  loss, 
but  by  me  mourned  as  a  personal  bereavement." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  students  of  Washington  Medical  College,  Balti- 
more, the  subjoined  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed,  viz. : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  deep  regret  and  sorrow  the 
loss  which  has  been  sustained  by  the  country  and  the  medical  profession 
by  the  death  of  the  late  Professor  Philip  Syng  Physick,  of  Philadelphia. 

^'  Resolved,  That  as  a  token  of  respect  for  one  who  is  justly  styled 
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the  Father  of  American   Surgery,  we  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of 
mourniDg  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  session. 

<<  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memor?  of  so  distin- 
guished an  individual,  we  would  recommend  that  organised  correspond-^ 
ing  committees  of  the  different  medical  schools  in  the  United  States  be 
appointed  to  devise  such  means  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  erection  of  an  appropriate  monument  at  Philadelphia." 

The  following  proceedings  in  reference  to  the  demise  of  Dr.  Physick, 
were  had  in  the  Pennsylvania  Convention,  now  in  session  at  Philadelphia 
for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  viz. : 

''  Mr.  Russell  offered  a  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  when  the  Con- 
vention adjourns  this  afternoon,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  at  half  past  ten, 
instead  of  the  usual  hour,  in  order  to  afford  the  members  of  this  body 
an  opportunity  of  attending  the  funeral  of  the  late  Dr.  Physick,  and  as  a 
mark  of  respect  for  that  distinguished  physician. 

^*  Mr.  Ingersoll  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection  made  to  the  reso- 
lution, paying,  as  did  Mr.  Russell,  a  brief,  but  strong  tribute  to  the  dis- 
tinguished virtue  and  eminent  talents  of  the  deceased. 

<^  Mr.  Biddle  said,  that  if  mitigating  the  sufferings,  and  healing  the 
wounds  of  mankind — if  consummate  skill,  and  unsurpassed  tenderness, 
in  the  practice  of  medicine,  constitute  a  claim  to  gratitude.  Dr.  Physick 
was  truly  a  benefactor  of  his  race,  and  entitled  to  this  tribute  of  respect ; 
he  was  truly  a  great,  a  good  man.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass 
by  general  consent." 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Baltimore  American,  in  remarking  upon  the  event,  observes : 

**  The  expressions  of  public  regret  in  Philadelphia  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  Professor  Physick,  are  such  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  community  in  which  that  gentleman's  usefulness  was  displayed 
during  so  long  a  series  of  years.  His  vast  experience  in  the  practice  of 
surgical  science,  and  his  habits  of  close  and  judicious  observation,  were 
such  as  to  impart  to  his  opinions  a  value  which  seldom  attaches  to  the 
views  of  any  one  man.  Whilst  by  the  medical  circles  of  Philadelphia 
the  death  of  Professor  Physick  will  be  felt  in  a  peculiar  degree,  its  ef- 
fects will  extend  to  every  quarter  of  the  country,  whence  patients  were 
constantly  sent  to  consult  with  him  when  ordinary  advice  appeared  una- 
vailing. It  is  by  the  loss  of  such  men  that  the  whole  community  expe* 
riences  bereavement,  and  humanity  at  large  is  made  to  mourn." 
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SMALLPOX  IN  WOODSTOCK,  VERMONT. 

Tas  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a  gentleman  in  Wood* 
«took|  to  a  friend  in  this  citj,  will  give  some  infermalioB  e<»ceriitiig  the 
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late  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  that  place,  which  has  not  before  beeo 
made  public.  The  letter  is  dated  December  11th.  We  hope  hereafter 
to  have  a  more  full  account  from  some  ph)'8ician  in  that  quarter. 

"  It  has  pleased  God  to  visit  our  town  with  that  dreadful  disease,  the 
smallpox,  which  made  its  appearance  about  a  month  since  among  us,  and 
existed  a  week  before  it  was  plainly  identified  to  be  what  it  is.  There 
are  now  upwards  of  twenty  cases,  and  several  of  them  have  proved  fatal. 
Hundreds  were  exposed  to  the  first  two  cases  (one  of  which,  Dr.  Perry's, 
our  most  active  physician,  and  the  most  dreadful  case  in  its  appearance 
in  its  last  stages  that  can  be  conceived,  proved  fatal)  before  it  was 
known.  The  persons  thus  exposed  now  begin  to  be  sick.  We  have  a 
pest  house  a  mile  from  the  village,  and  daily  we  hear  of  our  neighbors 
being  carried  there.  It  is  the  duty,  by  law,  of  the  select  men,  to  remove 
the  cases  as  fast  as  they  occur.  It  fills  everybody  with  alarm,  as  vacci- 
nation does  not  seem,  infallibly,  proof  against  its  attacks.  The  whole 
town  has  been  vaccinated,  but  1  have  seen  persons  with  both  diseases  at 
once,  apparently  struggling  for  mastery  in  the  system.  Although,  how- 
efer,  vaccination  does  not  prove,  in  all  cases,  an  infallible  prophylactic^ 
it  seems  to  modify  the  disease — making  it  lighter,  and  where  it  would 
have  been  of  the  confluent  character,  softening  it  down  to  the  concrete 
kind,  or  simple  varioloid.  Even  those  who  have  had  the  smallpox  be- 
fore, are  sick  some  days  with  it  again  here,  but  do  not  exhibit  more  thaa 
one  or  two  pustules.  Some  have  it  only  slightly,  and  some  are  in  an  aw* 
ful  state,  deranged,  helpless,  and  one  entire  mass  of  putrefaction.  We 
have  had  two  such  cases  here.  The  subjects,  when  the  disease  proves 
fatal,  are  buried  in  the  night,  and  no  bell  is  tolled — no  funeral  services — 
but  put  into  a  rough  coffin  and  the  ground  in  haste — the  persons,  digging^ 
the  grave,  even  retiring  before  their  work  is  half  finished,  on  approach  of 
the  corpse.  Some  pretend  to  make  light  of  the  disease,  but  you  can  read 
in  the  countenance  and  manner  of  all,  that  there  is  sonoething  in  the  under 
current  of  their  feelings  different  from  that  which  is  outwardly  exhibited. 
Our  town  is  literally  deserted.  Both  the  public  houses  are  entirely^ 
empty,  or  nearly  so,  and  some  of  the  people  in  the  neighboring  towns 
you  could  not  hire,  by  money,  to  come  near  us.  The  village  is  in  want  of 
many  things,  and  when  we  send  out  upon  the  hills,  to  the  farmers,  for 
hay,  or  wood,  or  grain,  or  other  needful  things,  they  answer,  with  a  wirey 
edge  on  the  voice,  *  We  have  grain,  we  have  hay,  we  have  wood,  and 
meat,  and  everything  to  sell,  but  we  do  not  want  you  here,  you  muet  go- 
away.'  In  moat  cases  the  doors  are  bolted  against  the  approach  of  a 
Woodstock  man.  Business  is  entirely  at  a  stand,  and  two  of  the  places 
of  public  worship  are  shut  up. 

^*  There  are  some  cases  which  do  not  appear  in  the  least  alarming,  and 
two  men,  who  were  laborers,  sent  to  the  pest  house,  fully  broken  out 
with  the  eruption,  sent  word  by  the  messenger  (who  twice  a  day  deliv- 
ers his  errands  by  a  speaking  trumpet  to  the  inmates,  at  some  distance 
from  the  house,  for  he  is  not  allowed  to  approach  very  near  it,  lest  he 
might  bring  the  disease  thence  into  the  village),  that  if  the  select  men 
would  send  them  over  a  team,  they  would  go  to  work  laying  stone  wait 
for  the  owner  of  their  mansion." 


Primmry  TVeatment  of  Injurtee. — About  the  last  of  Noyember,  Dr.  A. 
H.  Stefens^  Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  Emeritus  Profes- 
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Bor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  delivered  a  lecture  at  the  hospital,  on  the  above 
subject,  which  really  possesses  high  claims,  and  particularly,  as  it  comes 
from  an  eminent  surgeon,  who  for  almost  twenty  years  has  had  the  per- 
fect respect  and  confidence  of  all  classes  of  citizens.  It  is  gratifying  to 
learn  that  this  is  the  first  of  a  series,  the  remainder  of  which  will  be 
looked  for  with  increasing  interest.  In  our  pages,  to-day,  will  be  found 
an  extract  from  this  lecture,  which  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  its 
value.  It  is  our  intention  to  republish,  pretty  liberally,  from  the  suc- 
ceeding lectures,  as  they  come  to  hand,  and  thus  give  evidence  of  the 
estimation  in  which  we  hold  Dr.  Stevens's  scientific  labors  and  literary 
qualifications. 


Medical  Industry. — Dr.  A.  S.  Doane,  of  New  York,  who  has  proba- 
bly toiled  more  industriously,  and  successfully  too,  in  making  us  ac- 
quainted with  the  medical  literature  of  France,  than  any  other  man  in 
America,  will  soon  complete  a  translation  of  Nouveaux  Elemens  de  Pa- 
thologic Medico-Chirurgicale. 


Smallpox  among  the  Indians, — Mr.  Catlin,  the  celebrated  painter  of 
Indian  portraits,  gives  the  following  relation.  '*  Only  one  year  and  a 
half  ago  I  was  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  where  I 
witnessed  the  frightful  effects  of  smallpox  amongst  the  Winnebagoes  and 
Sioux.  Every  other  man  amongst  them  was  slain  hy  it  ;  and  O-wa-pe- 
shaw,  the  greatest  man  of  the  Sioux,  with  half  his  band,  died  under  the 
fences,  in  little  groups,  to  which  kindred  ties  held  them  in  ghastly  death, 
with  their  bodies  swollen  and  covered  with  pustules,  their  eyes  blinded, 
and  hideously  howling  their  death  song  in  utter  despair,  affectionately 
clinging  to  each  other's  neck  with  one  hand,  and  grasping  bottles  and  tin 
pans  of  whiskey  in  the  other." 


Endermic  Use  of  Digitalis  Purpurea, — I  have  long  been  in  the  habit 
of  using  a  tincture  or  an  infusion  of  this  article  for  the  purpose  of  allay- 
ing the  pain  of  articular  inflammation,  some  kinds  of  painful  tumors, 
&c.  I  consider  it  more  efficacious  in  this  way  than  any  other  narcotic, 
narcotine  and  belladonna  excepted.  A  good  form  for  its  use  is,  R.  Wind- 
sor soap,  Sii-  ;  camphor,  3  i-  ;  ol.  monarda  punctat®,  f3ii.  or  ol.  laven- 
dula  spicuta,  3iii.  ;  alcoholic  tincture,  lb. i.  Dissolve  the  soap  in  tinc- 
ture by  the  heat  of  a  sand  bath,  then  add  the  oil  and  camphor.  This  lini- 
ment, when  cool,  is  of  the  consistence  of  a  sofl  cerate,  and  will  be  found 
to  be  eminently  useful  for  the  purpose  of  allaying  chronic  arthritic  pains, 
discussing  painful  tumors,  &c.  A. 

Merideny  CLy  Dec.  Q5thy  1837. 


J^Taval  Surgeons  in  Turkey. — By  an  arrangement,  not  altogether  satis- 
factory, says  Miss  Pardee,  in  the  work  called  City  of  the  SuUany  sur- 
geons are  supplied  to  the  ships  of  war.  When  a  medical  man  is  requir- 
ed on  board  of^  some  vessel  of  the  line,  individuals,  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  walk  into  the  first  chemist's  shop  they  may  happen  to  pass, 
seize  the  master,  carry  him  off,  hurry  him  first  into  a  caique,  and  thence 
to  the  ship  ;  appoint  him  surgeon,  enter  him  on  the  books,  acqtiaiat  him 
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with  the  amount  of  his  pay  ;  and  should  he  venture  to  remonstrate,  give 
him  a  sound  flogging  \ 


Spontaneous  Gangrene. — A  singular  case  of  this  description  was  re- 
lated at  a  late  meeting  of  the  London  Medical  Society.  A  lady,  aged  70, 
complained  of  a  slight  pain  in  one  of  her  legs  on  Friday,  but  was  able 
to  walk  about.  At  12  o'clock  that  night  a  dark  spot  appeared  in  the 
middle  of  the  calf,  which  rapidly  extended,  and  in  two  or  three  hours 
the  leg,  from  the  instep  to  the  knee,  was  in  a  state  of  gangrene,  the 
cuticle  separating,  and  large  phlyctens  in  various  places.  At  12 
o'clock  on  Saturday  she  died — about  thirty-two  hours  afler  having  walked 
about  apparently  well.  There  had  been  no  wound  in  the  leg,  nor  any 
apparent  cause  for  gangrene,  nor  was  the  patient  intemperate. 


Multiplicity  of  Physicians  in  American  Cities. — The*kingdom  of  Greece, 
with  a  million  and  a  half  of  souls,  has  only  85  licensed  practitioners  of 
physic.  The  town  of  Chicago,  on  Lake  Michigan,  with  eight  thousand 
inhabitants,  has  no  less  ihsin  forty  of  the  medical  fraternity. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Elisha  Bartlett  delivered  an  address  at  the 
anniversary  meeting  of  the  Phrenological  Society,  at  the  Odeon,  on 
Monday  of  last  week. — The  powerful  tribe  of  Mandan  Indians,  at  tho 
west,  has  been  nearly  annihilated  by  the  smallpox.  Only  about  a  dozen 
remain,  says  report,  to  tell  the  story  of  their  sufferings.  The  disease  is 
also  spreading  among  the^BIackfeet  and  other  tribes. — Number  of  deaths 
in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1837,  141  ;  in  Dorchester,  66. — Professor 
D'Wolfs  lectures  on  chemistry,  at  New  Bedford,  are  exceedingly  popu- 
lar.-—Deaths  in  the  Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  ending  the  quarter  De- 
cember 31  St,  only  four.  The  whole  number  of  patients,  in  the  same  time, 
two  hundred  and  fifty-seven. — Dr.  Ingalls  has  approached  Dr.  Bell,  the 
editor  of  the  Eclectic  Journal,  through  tbe  columns  of  the  Boston  Cou- 
rier, rather  expressively.  We  should  have  been  glad  to  have  received  a 
communication  from  the  doctor,  without  reference  to  this  subject. — Poi- 
sonous candles  continue  to  be  manufactured  in  London.  One  pound  of 
arsenic  to  twenty-eight  pounds  of  stearine  is  the  proportion  employed 
by  some  of  the  manufacturers  of  this  new  article. — Creosote  has  been 
used  as  a  remedy  for  cholera,  in  England. — Mr.  Rees,  of  London,  has 
seen  four  infants  destroyed  by  sloughing  of  the  arm,  produced  by  vacci- 
nation. Three  of  them  had  been  vaccinated  with  several  punctures — a 
dozen  or  6(leen  in  each  arm. — Dr.  Shilometh  S.  Whipple  has  been  elect- 
ed a  senator,  in  Maine,  by  a  convention  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature. 
— ^A  man  employed  by  Morison,  the  quack,  in  his  pill  establishment  at 
London,  was  recently  poisoned  by  an  excessive  use  of  cream  of  tartar,  a 
lump  of  which  he  was  continually  putting  in  his  mouth  through  the  day. 

Died, — In  Apponaug  Village,  Warwick,  R.  I.,  Dr.  John  W.  Tibbetts,  aged  70. 
— At  Washington  city,  Dr.  R.  M.  Baltzer,  passed  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S. 
Army.— At  Paris,  November  14th,  Dr.  Jones  Wister,  of  Germantown,  near  Phila- 
delphia, aged  21. — In  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Mackintosh,  a  zealous  laborer  in  the  field  of 
science. 

Wbole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  13,  S3.    Males,  13— Fomales.  10. 

Consumption,  S— scarlet  ferer.  6— dropsy  on  tbe  brain,  1— marasmus,  1— croup,  Si~lung  fever,  1— 
old  afe,  ]— bam,  1— canker  in  tbe  bowels,  I— fits,  1— hooping  cough,  1— smallpox,  1. 
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MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

THE  rabflcriber  proposes  to  Cake  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  scbool  with  tato 
private  eKtablishiuent  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  He  baa  procured 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstra- 
tions. His  pupils  will  alsf)  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  impottant  cases  ■• 
occur  In  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOS£PH  H.  FLINT. 

Spring/ietdy  January^  1^38.  Jan.  17. 

FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPUCATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  (JTi^KO-AUDOMINAL  dUPPORTfcia  Is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolapjtui  Utari,or  Falling  of  the  FTomb,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  instrumenl  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  lo 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  filled  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  iuTa- 
riably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  **  draggvRg  and  bearing-iotBn** 
seiiMiitions  which  ttccompiiny  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  Mkil- 
ful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  (Supporter  Is  of  simple  construction,  and  cnn  be  applied  by  rbe  patient  wittiont  further  aid.  With- 
in  the  lo^t  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  Uuro-jtbdominMi  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  Hie 
most  hnppy  reAults. 

The  very  great  aiiccesanvhich  this  instrament  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  exareinar 
tlon  by  the  physician  will  Induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgmtlfy- 
ing  to  state  that  It  hfn*  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooper^  of  London,  Edward  DelaJleJd 
M.O.,Profes8ur  of  MidwiCt^,  University  of  the  (State  of  rfew  Yorit,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  Jo  the 
different  Hedical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  And  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  bad  a 
practical  khowledgeof  iL<i  qualities,  as  well  as  every  paiienC  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  prufesiiion  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  weU  ■■ 
in  Trusses  vended  m  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Trusses  bear  my 
signature  in  writiug  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope^ 

AMO£«  6.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  subscribers  having  lieen  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  ab«ive  instrumenU,  all  orders 
addressed  to  Uiem  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  *  ■  LOVVt:  &  REED, 

Jan.  3.  •  lyreop  34  Merchaios  Row,  Boeten. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL   OP  MAINE. 

Tmb  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  Co|l8ge  will  commence  on  Munday,  the  I9tb  of  Pebraary,  1838. 
Anatomy  and  Surgerv,  by  Josbph  Roar,  M.D.,  late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical 

School  of  Harvard  University. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Phyitie,  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Jambs  M'Ksan,  M.D. 
Obemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  PARKaa  Clkavcland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Oabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person,  beeoming  a  member  6c  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  saiiafkctocy 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fbea  for  the  lectures  Is  $50.    The  lectures  continue  three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close,  of  the  lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  tbtf  followiof  GomaeBe»> 
jnent  of  the  College  in  September. 

Professor  M'KsKir,  who  has  been  alwent  during  the  lost  year,  visiting  the  hospitals  of  Great  Brttmin 
and  France,  will  return  to  this  country  before  the  commencement  of  the  lectures. 

P.  CLEAVELAND,  Stersterv. 
Bru*$wiek,Oet,  1837.  Nov.  8— eop6t 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  siadents  at  all  hours.  'I  hey  will  have 
access  lo  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offpied  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  ewe  Dbpemaiy 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,3  and  'd,  and  in  casu  which  y>iU  be  treated  at  the  roam  daily. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinicHl  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
aulBcienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  109  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  8MOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.Dl 
BoaUm,  AuguH^,  1837.  HENBY  O.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIARTT,  MJ>. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 
PHTsiciAifi  In  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  qnills  charged  with  Puss  VAccm 
Viacs  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclo*- 
Ittg  one  dollar,  postpaid^  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oet.  2S. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  bj 
U.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  wliom  all  communicatioBO 
mutt  be  addressed,^a«(-/iat{<.  it  is  also  published  in  Monthly  PartM,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
D«mbersortlieprecedinamonth,stitchedinacovpr.  J.  V.'C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  In  advance.  43.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copv  ifratU — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accouipaolod  by  payment  ia  advaace.  «r 
aatisftictory  referenoe.— PosUfe  the  aame  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  HEA&T. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  .Medica)  Socjety  of  London*'j;»n  the  16tb  and 
S3d  of  October,  the  subject  of ^  diseases  of  the  heart  was  discussed,  aud 
much  interesting  information  elicited.  It  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Blen- 
kairoe,  who  stated  that  he  had  dined,  twelve  months  since,  with  a  gen- 
tleman who,  for  a  year  before,  had  been  subject  to  violent  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  frequent  fainting  flts,  and  great  depression  -  of  spirits.  His 
.  pulse  was  strong  and  throbbing,  and  1ntermiit€d  at  every  tfafird  beat. 
The  diagnosis  whicK  he  (Mr.  ^Bi)  bad,  given,  was,  that  the  heart  was 
organically  affected,  and  this  opinion  coincided  with  that  of  other  practi- 
tioners who  had  been  consulted  on  the  case.  The  patient,  a  short  time 
since,  *went  to .  Brighton,  where  he  staid  a  month,  during  which  time 
he  was  attacked  with  gout.*  He  bad  since  suffered  neither  from  palpi- 
tation, fainting  fits,  or  depression  of  spirits  ;  his  pulse  was  now  plirfect- 
ly  natural  in  ^very  respect*,  and  only  60  in  the  minute.  His  health  is 
now  excellent. 

Mr.  Dendy  was  inclined  to  think  that  there  had  been  metastasis  in 
this  case,  and  not  that  one  disease  had  been  cured  by  the  supervention 
of  another  of  a  different  character.  He  thought  it  might  be  probable 
that  the  attack  at  Brighton  partook  more  of  the  character  of  rheuma- 
tism than  of  gout,  and  that  its  occurrence  had  the  effect  of  relieving 
the  disposition  to  that  disease  in  the  pericardium,  which  interfered  with 
the  heart's  action.  He  believed  be  was  right  in  stating,  that  after  the 
removal  of  the  steatomatous  tumor  from  the  head  of  George  the  Fourth, 
the  wound  seemed  to  be  going  on  well  for  a  few  days,  when  it  began  to 
discharge  a  quantity  of  ichorous  matter,  and  erysipelas  made  its  appear- 
ance. An  attack  of  the  gout  coming  on  altered  the  character  of 
the  sore,  the  discharge  improved  in  quality,  and  the  wound  rapidly 
healed. 

Mr.  Clifton  was  inclined  to  account  for  the  cure  in  Mr.  Blenkaime's 
case,  in  another  manner.  He  had  seen  cases  where  disease  of  the 
heart  had  set  in  with  the  most  alarming  symptoms,  which,  however, 
disappeared  as  the  heart  accommodated  itself  to  the  affection,  and  the 
patient,  by  auiet  and  the  avoidance  of  all  kinds  of  excitement,  lost  all 
symptoms  of  disease,  and  lived  sometimes  for  years  without  inconve- 
nience, though  he  perished,  ultimately,  of  the  affection.  He  remem- 
bered an  instance  of  this  kind  in  a  gentleman,  who,  for  five  years,  had 
nefer  au&red  from  a  symptom  of  heart  disease,  though^  its  eom- 
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mencement  the  symptoms  were  most  alarming.     He  died  after^  a  fori- 
night's  illness  ;  the  heart  was  extensively  disorganized. 

Mr.  Hooper  renusiiibered  an  instance  in  which  the  symptoms  of  dis- 
eased heart  were  suspended  in  a  young  lady,  after  her  marriage  ;  but 
they  always  returned  during  the  time  of  pregnancy.  Immediately  after 
parturition,  however,  she  was  again  in  apparent  health.  The  stetho- 
scope did  not  detect  organic  change.  She  died  three  weeks  after  one 
of  her  confinements  ;  no  post-mortem,  however,  was  allowed. 

Mr.  Headland  thought  we  were  much  more  frequently  in  error,  in 
considering  functional  diseases  of  the  heart  organic,  than  in  considering 
organic  diseases  merely  functional.  How  many  instances  had  occurred 
in  which  the  stethoscope  detected  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  when 
the  patient  dying  from  some  other  affection,  the  heart  was  found  healthy? 
The  disturbance  ^of  the  hearths  action,  in  the  generality  of  cases,  he 
considered  to  arise  from  mental  causes,  or  from  sympathy  with  disorder 
of  the  digestive  function. 

Dr.  J.  Johnson  said  that  he  agreed  with  those  who  thought  that  func- 
tional disorders  of  the  heart  were  niuch  more  frequently  mistaken  for 
organic  changes  than  vice  versoj  and  this  was  the  case  particularly  as 
regarded  gout.  When  gout  was  suspe/ided  for  a  time,  it  was  common 
for  the  pulse  to  become  quick  and  throbbing,  and  the  heart  to  palpitate 
violently,  exciting  great  alarm,  and  leading  to  the  supposition  that  the 
heart  was  organically  affected.  All  th^  symptoms  were,  however,  at 
once  removed  on  the  recurrence  of  the  gout.  Cases  of  functional  dis- 
order simulating  organic  change,  were  mentioned  by  many  authors. 
Dr.  Parry,  of  Bath,  had  recorded  a  case  in  which  the  heart's  action 
was  so  violent  as  to  ^ear  a\^ay  the  ribs  ;  yet  even  in  that  instance,  after 
deaih,  the  syuiptoms  having  previously  ceased,  the  heart  was  found 
healthy.  It  was  a  common  error  of  young  practitioners,  to  consider 
the  heart  as  organically  diseased  when  its  function  only  was  much  inter- 
fered with,  and  this  error  had  become  more  general,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  since  the  stethoscope  had  come  into  use.  He  had  known  various 
symptoms  of  affection  of  the  heart,  such  as  its  beating  over  a  larger 
s(>ace  than  natural,  be,  all  give  way  before  the  restoration  of  the  gen- 
eral health,  and  the  bracing  of  the  nervous  system.  When  the  ute- 
rine function  was  not  properly  performed,  it  wa.s  common  for  the  pa- 
tient to  suffer  from  palpitation  for  weeks  tO(;ether ;  yet  this  entirely 
ceased  on  the  organ  resuming  its  healthy  action.  On  the  other  band, 
however,  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  organic  disease  might  creep  on 
even  to  a  fatal  termination,  without  the  occurrence  of  any  symptoms  to 
indicate  its  seat  or  nature.  In  illustration  of  this  fact,  he  might  mention 
the  following  case,  which  had  come  under  his  observation.  Five  years 
since  he  was  called  to  see  a  gentleman  who  had  suffered  from  hiccough 
of  a  violent  character  for  fourteen  days.  All  the  roeand  used  for  its  re- 
moval proved  useless ;  but  it  eventually  gave  way  under  the  use  of 
large  doses  of  musk.  The  patient  then  informed  him  that  for  several 
years  he  had  suffered  from  '' a  load'' just  below  the >€pigastrium,  and 
about  the  umbilical  region,  and  said  he  should  certainly  die  from  it. 
The  patient  was  a  corpulent  man,  and  lived  generously,  particularly  ts 
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regarded  food.  The  ^Moad'*  was  the  only  symptom  he  complained 
of;  and,  on  examination,  there  was  no  hardness,  tenderness,  or  other 
sign  of  organic  change  in  the  abdomen.  He  consulted  most  of  the 
eminent  practitioners  in  London,  all  of  whom  told  him  his  disease  wae 
merely  imaginary ;  he  still,  however,  persisted  in  believing  it  a  fatal  one. 
Nine  or  ten  months  since  he  began  to  lose  desh ;  his  appetite  failed 
him,  and  he  got  weak,  yet  he  only  complained  of  the  load.  The  abdo- 
men was  again  carefully  examined,  but  nothing  was  detected.  For  six 
or  seven  weeks  before  death,  he  kept  his  bed,  lost  his  appetite  entirely, 
and  ejected  most  of  the  little  nourishment  that  was  administered  to  him* 
His  pulse  varied  from  110  to  130.  Soon  after  being  con6ned  to  hi» 
bed,  he  had  another  severe  attack  of  singultus,  which  lasted  twelve 
days,  and  eventually  was  removed  by  arsenic,  which  had  the  effect  also 
of  putting  a  stop  to  periodic  rigors  and  fevers,  to  which  he  had  become 
subject.  He  got  gradually  weaker,  and  died,  worn  out  by  hectic,  with- 
out any  suffering.  He  (Dr.  J.)  had  considered  that  he  perished  from 
the  "  cli:«)acteric  disease,"  the  general  functions  of  the  body  having 
given  way  without  the  occurrence  of  organic  change.  The  post-mor- 
tem examination,  however,  revealed  the  true  state  of  the  case.  The 
stomach,  lungs,  heart,  intestines,  and  liver,  were  found  healthy.  Tlie 
gall  bladder  was  almost  entirely  61led  with  a  large  number  of  calculi ; 
the  duct  was  free.  The  right  kidney  was  sound ;  the  left  somewhat 
granular.  Surrounding  the  left  psoas  muscle  was  a  ba^,  or  sac,  which 
contained  about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  a  dark,  tarry,  geiatmous  fluids  of  a 
most  offensive  odor,  and  peculiar  appearance.  The  psoas  muscle  was 
so  much  disorganized  as  to  he  with  difficulty  detected.  Now,  here  was 
extensive  organic  disease,  which  had  gone  on  (or  months,  at  least, 
though  he  did  not  think  it  had  existed  for  years,  without  producing  any 
local  symptoms ;  there  was  great  constitutional  disturbance,  indeed,  but 
it  could  not  be  traced  to  any  cause.  He  thought  the  calculi  might  have 
existed  in  the  gall  bladder  for  years,  but  attributed  the  fatal  result  to 
the  other  disease.  He  believed  that  many  diseases  which  were  sup- 
posed to  be  cliuiacteric,  or  a  regular  ^*  break  up,"  as  Sir  H.  Halford 
called  them,  could,  by  proper  examination  after  death,  be  traced  to 
some  or|anic  change. 

Mr.  Procter  agreed  with  Dr.  Johnson  regarding  the  frequent  occur- 
rence of  functional  disorders  of  the  heart.  Commercial  speculations 
particularly  favored  these  disorders;  he  had  noticed  that  they  were 
very  prevalent  during  the  railway  mania.  Quieting  irritation,  and  re- 
storing the  general  health,  were  the  best  remedies. 

Mr.  Headland  had  noticed  the  falling  away  of  the  strength  and  appe- 
tite, and  great  emaciation,  for  three  or  four  months,  in  two  patients  of 
his,  in  whom'  there  was  no  evidence  of  organic  disease ;  the  imtients 
%rere  both  men  of  intemperate  habits ;  the  most  remarkable  symptom 
in  both  cases  was  the  total  absence  of  sleep,  in  the  procuring  of  which, 
narcotics^  of  the  strongest  kind,  had  no  sort  of  effect.  In  one  of  these 
cases,  after  death,  a  fungoid  growth,  weighing  from  one  and  a  half  to 
two  pounds,  was  found  attached  to  the  lower  part  of  the  capsule  of  the 
left  kidney ;  the  other  patient  bad  simple  hypertrophy  of  this  orgpin.    In 
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neither  case  did  a  single  synipton  of  organic  aflfection  of  the  kidneys 
exist.     The  urine  was  scanty  in  both  instances. 

Dr.  J.  Johnson  said,  that  he  had  seen  many  deaths  from  intemper- 
ance ;  the  absence  of  sleep  before  death,  in  these  cases,  was  common  ; 
drunkards,  at  this  period,  paid  a  severe  penalty  for  their  intemperate 
habits. 

Mr.  Bryant  recollected  a  case  which  had  occurred  to  hrm  some  years 
since,  in  which  the  patient,  a  gentleman  aged  70,  died  with  symptoms 
very  much  resembling  those  which  had  occurred  in  the  case  related  by 
Dr.  Johnson.  The  patient  was  an  intemperate  man,  and  had  been  long 
ailing.  When  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  called  to  see  him,  he  had  suffered  from 
unceasing  hiccough  for  seveml  days,  and  for  this  nothing  afforded  relief. 
Dr.  Farre  also  saw  the  patient ;  it  was  concluded  that  there  was  organic 
disease  of  the  stomach.  He  sunk  gradually.  The  gall  bladder  was 
found  full  of  biliary  calculi,  the  stomach  was  darker  than  natural,  but 
nothing  more.  The  patient  had  complained  of  pain  about  the  right 
kidney,  but  he  referred  no  other  symptom  to  the  urinary  organs ;  the 
urine  was  natural.  The  right  kidney  was  healthy,  but  below  it  was  a 
pouch  containing  about  two  ounces  of  stinking  pus ;  the  disease  was 
connected  with  diseased  vertebrae.  Here  was  a  case  in  which  disease 
gradually  advanced  in  an  important  part,  without  its  exact  seat  being 
detected  during  life. — Lancet. 


ON  NATURAL   MAGIC. 

Th£  theory  of  accidental  colors,  so  ingeniously  developed  by  the  suc- 
cessive labors  of  Scherffer,  Epinus  and  Sir  David  Brewster,  has  been 
alluded  to  by  the  latter,  in  his  treatise  on  natural  magic,  as  probably 
adequate  to  account,  in  some  instances,  for  spectral  illusions ;  but  for 
such  only,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  seem,  as  may  occur  in  full  day  light 
Observation,  however,  has  assured  the  writer  that  appearances  of  this 
kind  are  not  so  peculiar  to  the  strong  light  of  day,  nor  so  rare  as  seems 
to  have  been  supposed. 

The  'fetjoa  of  the  eye,  by  the  action  of  light  upon  it,  has  its  sen- 
sibility weakened,  which  it  will  recover  again  completely,  in  the  ab- 
sence, or  partially  by  the  mitigation,  of  this  action.  When,  therefore, 
one  keeps  bis  eyes  for  a  time  directed  to  a  portion  of  black  surface 
surrounded  by  white,  the  sensibility  of  all  that  part  of  the  retina  on 
which  the  white  surface  throws  its  light,  is  weakened  in  a  much 
higher  degree  than  that  which  is  occupied  by  the  image  of  the  black 
portion.  Then  on  turning  off  the  eyes  to  a  quarter  from  which 
light  comes  nearly  uniform,  the  effect  on  this  now  most  sensitive 
portion  b  contrasted  with  the  slighter  effect  produced  on  the  sur- 
rounding parts,  and  there  appears  to  the  observer,  as  it  were,  an 
image  of  light,  in  shape  and  size  like  the  portion  of  black  surface 
before  viewed. 

Now  the  relative  amount  of  light  reflected  from  white  and  from 
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adjacent  dark  surfaces,  is  probably  the  same,  whether  tbe  incident 
light  be  feeble  or  strong,  and  consequently  the  relative  strength  of 
their  respective  impressions  on  the  retina  is  also  the  same.  And  in- 
deed, the  eye,  especially  if  it  has  been  for  some  time,  previously,  in 
the  dark,  seems  to  be  not  less  sensible  to  this  difference  of  impres- 
sion in  a  twilight  than  at  noonday,  provided  the  darkness  be  not  too 
great,  so  as  to  render  all  objects  nearly  alike  obscure.  But  how- 
ever this  may  be,  the  appearances  of  ocular  spectra  in  such  fainter 
light,  is  favored  by  the  fact  that  the  attention  does  not  then,  owing 
to  the  partial  obscurity  in  which  the  substantial  objects  before  us  lie, 
so  readily  and  so  almost  unavoidably  fix  itself  upon  them,  which 
if  it  should  do,  any  image  that  may  remain  impressed  on  the  retina 
is  not  regarded  ;  for  the  mind,  it  seems,  cannot  attend  to  two  things  at 
tbe  same  time.  Another  reason  why  such  phenomena  are  so  sel- 
dom noticed  by  individuals  who  do  not  purposely  take  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  necessary  to  produce  them,  is,  that  the  eye  is  usually  a 
restless  organ,  rarely  dwelling  upon  the  same  part  of  an  object  for 
more  than  a  few  minutes  at  a  time.  The  design  and  effect  of  this  is, 
OD  a  compensating  principle,  to  prevent  the  formation  of  any  impres- 
sions of  such  a  character  as  to  be  inconveniently  permanent  or  embar- 
rassing to  our  vision.  This  propensity  to  wander  is,  however,  some- 
times overcome,  and  the  occasions  when  this  may  happen  are  various. 

A  day  or  two  since,  listening  to  a  public  speaker  at  such  a  dis- 
tance, that,  to  catch  his  words,  I  found  it.  necessary  continually  to 
watch  his  lips,  I  at  length  cast  a  look  towards  the  expanse  of  white 
ceiling  beyond  him,  and  saw  a  white  picture  clearly  representing 
bim,  wherever  I  turned  my  eyes.  The  propensity  before  adverted 
to,  is  more  commonly  subdued  involuntarily  by  grief,  as  for  the  de- 
cease of  a  friend,  if,  in  consequence,  by  the  accidental  presence 
before  the  eye  of  a  proper  object,  or  a  suitable  combination  of  light 
and  shade,  a  spectral  appearance  is  then  produced  (it  befng  sup- 
posed now  partially  dark),  superstitious  persons  might  very  readily 
be  led,  with  a  little  aid  from  imagination,  particularly  as  the  idea  of 
bis  departed  friend  is  now  uppermost  in  his  memory,  to  believe  strenu- 
ously that  be  had  seen  the  ghost  of  the  deceased.  The  child  who 
goes  alone  at  dusk  is  prone  to  watch  any  black  object,  especially  if  it 
is  made  conspicuous  by  a  prevailing  whiteness  of  the  objects  about 
or  beyond  it.  We  can  easily  see  how,  on  bis  looking  round,  his 
young  imagination  may,  and  not  without  a  cause,  be  startled  into  a 
troublesome  activity. 

The  writer  well  remembers  with  what  sensation  he  has,  in  child- 
hood, watched  the  spectres  that  on  moonlight  nights  used  to  haunt 
tbe  black  garments  banging  upon  the  white  wall  of  his  apartment. 
Any  one  may  observe  such  phenomena  very  favorably  on  waking  at 
dawn,  by  fixing  the  eyes  for  a  considerable  time  (one  minute  or  even 
\e»  will  suffice  for  an  experiment)  steadily  upon  a  dark-colored  ob- 
ject projected  or  situated  on  a  white  or  whitish  ground,  and  then  look- 
ing off  towards  the  white  ground,  when  directly  be  will  perceive  a 
.^hife  repreaentatioo  of  the  object  be  has  been  viewing,  either  upon  tbe 
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white  ground,  or  between  it  and  himself,  according  to  his  fancy.  One 
can  make  it,  when  it  is  of  a  middling  brightness,  disappear  and  a^in 
reappear,  by  simply  giving  his  attention,  for  a  moment,  to  something 
beyond,  and  then  again  to  the  image.  If  the  eye  has  been  kept  con- 
stantly on  the  same  point  of  the  dark  object  previously  viewed,  the 
white  image  of  the  latter  will  be  a  distinct  and  faithful  representation. 
Otherwise  it  will  be  varied,  and  might,  by  a  startled  imagination,  be 
•easily  conjured  into  the  most  frightful  shapes.  If  a  person  is  at  twilight 
travelling  towards  a  hill  (or  even  a  level  space)  covered  with  snow,  and 
steadily  watches  another  person  in  a  dark  dress,  advancing  a  short  dis- 
tance before  him,  whose  6gure  is  projected  towards  the  snow,  he  sees^ 
on  looking  aside,  a  white  spectre  in  human  shape.  It  will  in  some  in- 
stances appear  to  be  roving,  the  observer  all  the  time  thinking  that  he 
follows  it  with  his  eyes,  while  in  fact  it  depends  for  its  motion  upon  this 
same  movement  of  the  eyes.  Should  it,  before  it  fades  in  obscurity, 
arrive  before  some  dark  retreat,  it  there  vanishes,  for  its  appearance  de- 
pends upon  the  light  coming  from  objects  beyond  it.  A  result  similar 
to  those  already  described,  might  surprise  a  person  who  looks  up,  after 
having  for  sometime  gazed  down  upon  the  path  he  is  walking,  the 
black  soil  of  which  is  strongly  contrasted  with  the  bleached  grass  on 
dther  side. 

Whoever  will  attentively  watch  the  operation  of  this  principle,  in 
experiments  which  he  can  make  almost  anywhere,  and  with  very  little 
trouble,  will,  we  think,  be  abundantly  satis6ed  that  it  must  have  acted 
DO  inconsiderable  part  in  keeping  alive  those  superstitious  impressions 
which  in  former  ages  have  been  so  generally  prevalent ;  and  that  it  is 
the  talisman  which  raises  some  at  least  of  the  apparitions  that  are  occa- 
sionally alarming  the  young  and  the  superstitious,  at  the  present  day.— 
SUUman*s  Jaurmd. 


DR.  WEBB'S  PRIZE  DISSERTATION. 

The  title  of  Dr.  Webb's  Prize  Essay  on  Rheumatism,  is  made  the 
text,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  Journal,  for  some 
pretty  severe  remarks  on  the  use  of  opium  in  that  disease.  The  editor 
thinks  it  savors  not  a  little  of  quackery  to  recommend  this  course  of 
treatment  in  all  cases  and  all  climates ;  and  though  it  may  answer  in 
places  where  simple  rheumatism  alone  is  liable  to  occur,  he  contends  for 
Its  hurtful  tendency  where  bilious  complaints  are  commonly  associated 
with  this  disease.    The  following  are  his  concluding  remarks^. 

''  Not  willing  to  condemn  with  undue  precipitation  a  practice  so  re- 
spectably and  so  ably  advanced,  we  determined,  on  reading  the  essay,  to 
adopt  the  practice  urged  by  it,  in  the  Grst  case  of  rheumatism  in  which, 
as  in  not  a  few  heretofore,  we  should  be  foiled  in  our  ordinary  course  of 
treatment  according  to  the  best  judgment  on  the  true  pathologicat  con- 
dition. But  before  just  such  a  case  came  to  hand,  we  found  a  patient 
so  severely  affected  with  the  excruciating  pains  incident  to  this  disease, 
that,  in  our  absence^  and  over  the  bead  of  our  prescriptku,  be  wu 
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forced  to  resort  to  doses  of  laudanum  to  lull  his  sensibilities  and  lessen 
his  pain.  With  the  manifestation  of  this  disposition,  and  with  the  hope 
of  regulating  the  use  of  opiurn  to  a  safer  course  than  might  be  adopted 
at  the  impulse  of  his  distress,  we  laid  down  the  course  in  all  res|)ects 
according  to  Cazenave's  plan.  It  was  pursued  until  forty  pills  were 
taken.  By  this  time  we  found  great  tendency  to  cerebral  congestion 
from  the  direct  action  of  the  opium,  with  hepatic  obstruction,  evinced 
by  sallow  skin,  brownish-yellow  tongue,  with  hard,  frequent,  contracted 
pulse,  fac,  amounting  to  a  very  complete  and  highly  bilious  rheuma- 
tism, had  resulted.  Unwilling  to  press  further  a  plan  which  reason  as 
well  as  the  experiment«thus  far  condemned,  we  discontinued  the  course, 
and  in  its  stead  adopted  the  use  of  a  pill  of  six  grains  of  calomel,  one 
grain  of  aloes,  and  half  a  grain  of  kermes  every  six  hours.  This 
restored  the  wonted  hepatic  secretion,  preserved  a  steady  perspiration, 
and  the  patient  was  speedily  restored  to  health. 

"  With  these  experiments,  then,  and  the  reasonings  whksh  we  have 
bad  on  the  subject,  we  have  been  brought  to  the  language  which  Dr. 
Cullen  applied  to  the  use  of  cinchona,  that  we  *  hold  it  tobemamiftstly 
hurtfuly  especially  in  the  beginning,  and  in  the  truly  inflammatory  state 
at  least ;  and  probably  generally  in  southern  climates  and  bilious  tem- 
peraments. 

«*  We  will  observe,  in  the  conclusion  of  this  article,  already  greatly 
extended  beyond  the  intended  limits,  that  depletion  was  liberally  used, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  the  case ;  and  that  great  spinal  irritation  existed 
in  all  the  extent  of  the  dorsal  and  lumbar  spine,  and  most  severe  in  the 
dorsal.  This  received  the  counter-exritation  treatment  usually  enforced 
for  this  symptom,  but  without  being  corrected.  It  disappeared  with  the 
rheumatic  symptotns." 


ANTMAL  MAGNETISM. 
To  ihe  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jow^nal, 
Sir, — I  have  noticed,  in  your  Journal,  several  communications  on  ani- 
mal magnetism,  fraught  whh  many  marvellous  things,  which  bring  to 
mmd  a  variety  of  stories  that  I  heard  and  read  in  childhood,  about  fai- 
ries, and  witches,  and  wizards  ;^ghosts,  demons,  and  the  like  characters, 
too  numerous  to  mention.  What  animal  magnetism  will  amount  to,  or 
what  will  come  of  it,  I  cannot  tell;  but,  I  doubt  not,  the  time  will 
come,  and  now  is,  when  the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments  will  be  out- 
done in  reality,  and  many  things  which  have  been  looked  upon  as  too 
absurd  to  be  considered  probabilities,  or  even  possibilities,  will  be  the 
sober  reahties  of  life— when  the  tables  will  be  turned,  and  those  who 
fiave  been  considered,  by  the  world  and  themselves,  as  the  wise  men  of 
their  day,  will  be  found  profoundly  ignorant  of  all  true  knowledge,  espe- 
cuilly  of  t\m  science  of  human  life ;  and,  in  their  turn,  will  be  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  jest  and  ridicule  to  those  they  have  made  a  butt  of,  and 
laughed  at,  as  stultishly  ignorant  and  superstitious.  Where  is  the  fairy 
tale  or  ghost  story  that  is  more  incredible  than  the  stories  told  about 
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animal  magDelism  ?  Where  is  one  that  is  not  as  consistent  ?  Where  is 
the  old  man's  whim,  or  old  woman's  whim,  or  old  maid's  whim,  that 
outdoes  them  in  point  of  inconsistency  or  incredibility  ?  The  person 
who  believes  the  magnetizer's  and  magnetizee's  tale,  will  believe  any- 
thing, and  is  a  fit  subject  for  any  imposture  the  crafty  and  designing 
may  think  proper  to  practise.  O,  but,  says  one,  these  stories  about 
animal  magnetism  are  told  by  very  respectable  men,  and  we  must  be 
careful  how  we  bring  their  assertions  into  doubt.  Very  well — but  what 
does  their  being  respectable  show  ?  Why,  it  shows  that  there  is  very 
mtich  gullibility  in  the  world  yet,  and  that  men  are  not  only  as  liable  to 
be  imposed  upon  now  as  they  ever  were,  bui,  also,  that  they  take 
pleasure  therein,  and  glory  in  their  shame. 

What  are  these  stories  about  animal  magnetism  ? — are  they  not  of  a 
piece  with  fortune-telling,  juggling,  necromancy,  astrology,  magic,  augury, 
the  Scottish  second-sight,  and  many  other  things  of  the  like  nature  that 
might  be  mentioned  ?  Is  animal  magnetism  anything  more  than  a  new 
scheme  to  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people  ?  Are  not  those 
who  have  so  much  to  say  and  do  in  favor  of  it,  acting  as  impostors  ? 
"  Take  care,"  exclaim  a  certain  few,  "  they  are,  many  of  them  at 
least,  very  respectable  men — living  in  cities  ;  some  adopt  hypotheses  and 
spin  out  fine  theories  from  them  ;  some  are  from  France,  which  is  con- 
sidered by  many  as  the  very  seat  and  origin  of  all  true  knowledge  ;  they 
all  have  much  eflSroatery-— make  great  pretensions — and  all  that  is  now 
wanting  to  make  their  scheme  p  well,  is  a  chance  for  them  to  cry  per- 
secution ;  therefore,  we  must  be  careful  concerning  what  we  say,  or 
they  will  not  be  able  to  successfully  and  profitably  hoodwink  the  peo- 
ple." But,  1  would  ask,  ought  not  the  subject  to  be  set  forth  in  its  true 
light  ?  The  fact  that  men  are  respectable — that  they  live  in  densely 
populated  places — that  they  adopt  hypotheses  and  spin  fine  theories — 
that  they  come  from  France  or  any  other  country — is  not  sufficient  to 
convince  me  that  any  doctrine  or  system  is  either  true  or  false. 

There  is  one  fact,  however,  which,  although  it  appears  unaccountable 
and  unreasonable  in  the  extreme,  is,  nevertheless,  true  ;  and  that  is  the 
proneness  of  the  American  people  to  ape  foreigners,  in  manners,  cus- 
toms, doctrines,  fashions,  and  evil  practices.  It  is  a  fact  unbecoming 
the  American  character,  and  ought  to  be  despised  by  every  true  Yan- 
kee. France  is  aped  the  most.  Its  being  known  that  a  thing  comes 
from  France,  is  sufficient,  with  a  host  of  Americans,  to  establish  its 
truth  and  utility — indeed,  so  greedy  are  they  to  eat  the  crumbs  of 
France,  that  they  eagerly  watch  whatever  comes  thence  and  gobble  it 
down,  without  stopping,  or  wishing,  to  determine  whether  it  is  whole* 
some  food  or  not. 

The  above  remarks  are  strikingly  exemplified  in  medical  and  religious 
matters.  What  mode  of  practice  in  medicine,  or  theory  of  metaphysics, 
has  there  been  adopted  or  originated  in  that  country,  that  has  not  found 
its  servile  followers  in  this  ?  There  are  men  of  first-rate  abilities  in 
France  ;  there  are  also  men  of  first-rate  abilities  in  the  United  States ; 
and  if  the  people  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  leaning  upon  the 
French  or  any  other  nation  for  instruction  and  example  in  aits,  science 
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and  morals,  would  stand  upon  their  own  bottom  and  rely  upon  their  own 
resources — if  they  would  become  originators,  instead  of  imitators,  in  all 
things,  the  time  would  soon  arrive  when  they  would  be  excelled  by 
DO  people  on  earth — and  I  fervently  wish  that  that  time  may  soon  come. 

But  to  return  to  my  theme  ;  if  the  principles  urged  by  the  votaries 
of  animal  magnetism  are  true,  what  are  we  to  expect  from  it  ?  Why, 
nothing  less  than  a  great  reformation  in  the  moral,  political,  medical  and 
social  world  ;  also  a  mighty  revolution  in  arts,  science  and  literature. 
A  glorious  era  is  just  begun.  Vice,  in  her  high  career,  must,  ere  long, 
stand -discomfited  and  dismayed,  and  virtue  will  triumphantly  reign  with 
benign  influence  over  all  minds.  Wars  must  cease,  political  parties  and 
intrigues  must  have  an  end ;  the  whole  world  must  soon  know  and  en* 
joy  the  blessings  of  universal  peace,  political  honesty  and  true  patriotism. 
Diseases  must  take  to  themselves  wings  and  fly  away,  for  the  true  pana* 
cea  is  now  discovered.  Doctors  must  shut  up  shop,  burn  or  bnry  their 
medicaments,  take  a  last,  long,  lingering  look  at  their  anatomical  prepa- 
rations, and  betake  themselves  to  some  other  employment — to  whaling, 
perhaps,  or  to  making  beet  sugar.  Coffin-makers  and  grave-diggers 
will  be  wholly  unemployed,  and  under  the  necessity  of  following  some 
other  business  for  a  livelihood — because  death  must  soon  grin  bis  last 
horrid  grin,  "  and  hide  his  hideous  head  in  shame,  confusion  and  despair." 

Backbitings  and  talking  scandal  must  cease ;  consequently  gossips 
must  sit  mum,  and  tea  parties  o^o  out  of  fashion.  Jealousies  and  envy- 
ings  no  longer  shall  rxist,  for  Mesmer  will  soon  remove  the  causes  on 
which  they  depend,  by  showing,  magnetically,  that  all  men  are  equal, 
both  in  mental  and  corporeal  powers ;  and  we  shall  soon  see  the  petty 
distinctions  of  great  and  small,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  learned  and 
unlearned,  wise  and  foolish,  handsome  and  ugly,  swept  away,  and  buried 
in  oblivion,  by  the  omnipotence  of  animal  magnetism.  No  longer  may 
the  philosopher  pedantically  exult  over  the  idiot,  or  the  scholar  over 
the  clown,  for,  let  them  be  magnetized,  and  they  will  all  be  omniscient, 
and,  of  course,  one  cannot  brag  over  the  other. 

The  time  is  at  hand,  when  all  desiderata  in  the  arts  and  sciences  will 
be  supplied,  and  it  will  be  found  that  animal  magnetism  is  only  a  col- 
lective name  for  all  the  arts  and  sciences  when  brought  to  perfection. 
We  shall  soon  be  able  to  determine  whether  the  earth  is  hollow,  as 
Captain  Symmes  asserted,  or  not ;  also,  whether  events  recorded  in  his- 
tory are  rightly  chronicled  or  not.  In  fact,  we  shall  have  neither  past 
nor  future  time,  but  all  will  be  present. 

In  making  these  assertions,  I  call  on  animal  magnetism  to  sustain  me 
and  confound  the  railers  and  disbelievers.  The  witch  of  Endor  will  not 
be  looked  upon  as  a  mysterious  personage,  in  time  to  come,  and  the 
raising  up  of  Samuel  will  be  nothing  more  astonishing  than  what  will 
happen  daily.  Sceptics  will  no  longer  be  able,  or  have  a  desire,  to 
cavil  at  the  miracles  of  Scripture,  for  they  will  be  as  nothing  compared 
with  the  miracles  that  will  be  wrojught  by  animal  magnetism. 

Perhaps  some  will  think  that  I  am  extravagant  in  my  reliance  upon 
the  word  if;  but  I  would  say  to  them-^I  write  as  I  seem  to  be  influ- 
aoeod,  and,  I  doubt  not,  there  is  a  secret  influence  ei;erted  over  me  by 
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some  powerful  masmetizer,  perhaps  Mesmer  himself,  that  emlows  me 
Willi  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  and  enables  me  to  declare,  in  part,  what 
shall  be  arhieved  by  animal  magnetism.  Zoboaste*. 

East  Clarendon,  Ft.,  Jan.  1,  1838. 


PREMATURE   LABOR  ARTIFICIALLY  PRODUCED. 

[The  following  case  of  artificial   production  of  premature  labor  was 
communicated  lo  the  London  Lancet  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Cory.] 

Mrs.  H.,  of  short  sialure,  and  aged j  about  30,  had  twice  undergone 
the  operation  of  embryotomy.     Mr.lCory  attended  her,  for  the  first  time, 
about  three  years  since,  when  the  same  operation  was  again  deemed 
necessary,  an»l  performed.     The   pelvic  deformity  was  of  the  reniforin 
character,  the  8|mce  lietween  the  sacro- vertebral  angle  and  symphysis 
pubis  being  about  two  inches  and  three  fourths.     It  was  consequently 
determined,  should  the  recurrence  of  pregnancy  render  it  necessary, 
that  the  premature  induction  of  parturition  at  the  seventh  month  of  utero- 
gestation,  should  be  had  recourse  to.  JShe  had  again  become  pregnantjaod 
It  was  calculated  that  she  had  arrived  at  the  seventh  month  of  her  preg- 
nancy about  Thursday,  the  14th  of  September  last     The  ergot  of  rye 
was  now  given,  and  at  six,  P.  M.,  soon  after  the  administralioD  of  the 
second  dose,  the  uterine  energy  became  slightly  excited,  and  it  was  in- 
teresting as  well  as  satisfactory  lo  observe  its  gradual  increase  soon  aflef 
the  repetition  of  each  dose  of  the  medicine.     On   the  next  day  (Fri- 
day), at  one,  P.  M.,  the  parturient   pains  were  tolerably  active,  but  at 
considerable  intervals.     A   vaginal  examination   was  instituted,  and  ibe 
membranes  were  felt  pressing  against  the  undilated  os  uteri.     Saturday, 
at  eleven,  A.  M. — The  pains  had  gradually  diminished  in  force  and  fre- 
quency, and  she   had   experienced  no  pain    from    yesterday,  at  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  the  present  time,  and  was,  to  use  her  own  expressioa, 
*^  quite  well  again."     The  institution  of  another    vaginal  examinatioo 
demonstrated  that  the  os  uteri  had  not  in  the  least  degree  increased  in 
dilatation,  and  that  the   pressure  of  the  membranes,   which  bad  been 
previously  experienced,  had  now  entirely  subsided.     Instead  of  repeat- 
ing the  secale  cornutum,  lest  it  might  destroy  the  infant,  b  was  thought 
most  prudent  to  rupture  the  membranes,  the  distension  of  which  W 
now  completely  subsided.     She  was  again  visited  on  Sunday,  at  a  little 
after  one,  P.  M.     She  remained  in  a  similar  condition,  and  there  bad 
been  no  accession  of  the  pains  of  parturition.     On  Monday  she  bad  not 
yet  experienced  any  pain,  and  the  bowels  being  in  a  constipated  state, 
Mr.  C.  prescribed    an  aloetic  purgative,  with  a  carminative  addiiioDi 
which  bad  the  effect  of  thoroughly  evacuating  the  bowels,  and  exciting 
the  uterus  to  action  ;  so  that  early  on  Tuesday  mornings  the  pAts  of 
labor  commenced  with  considerable  activity,  and  continued  with  but 
little  intermission  until  six  o'clock,  in  the  evening,  when  she  was  d^ 
livered  of  a  living  infant  of  healthy  appearance.     The  foetal  bead  €ce^ 
pted  several  hours  in  its  passage  through  tba  ^^tf^cted  pelvil^  afld  ^ 
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expulsion,  presented  on  its  lateral  portion  an  evident  indentation,  and 
was  also  considerably  flattened.  Tlie  whole  process  terminated  as  in  a 
common  accouchment.  The  placenta  was  expelled  with  but  little  assis- 
tance, about  hair  an  hour  after  the  birth  of  the  infant,  which  was  restored 
in  ten  minutes  by  immersion  in  the  warm  bath  and  by  artificial  respira- 
tion. The  child  remains  at  the  present  time  (October  16lh)  healthy 
and  vigorous,  takes  the  breast  freely,  and  there  is  every  probability  that 
it  will  continue  to  live.  The  patient  has  not  suffered  the  least  pain  or 
inconvenience  since  her  delivery  ;  in  short,  her  recovery  was  most  rapid. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 


BOSTON,    JANUARY     24,    1838. 


MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

Iif  obedience  to  certain  resolutions  passed  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  the  20th  of  February,  1837,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  asked 
several  of  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs,  at  the  North  and  South,  the 
followinf;  questions  : 

'^  1st.  What  it  will  cost  to  erect  three  hospitals  of  suitable  dimensions, 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  and  watermen  upon  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  mosf  suitable  places  for  that  purpose  ; 
also,  what  it  will  cost  to  erect  the  same  number,  if  needed,  at  the  most 
important  points  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts. 

^'  2d.  To  draw  up  the  project  of  a  law  to  regulate  the  disbursement  of 
funds  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  for  the  government 
of  hospitals  erected  for  that  purpose. 

"dd.  To  enumerate  those  ports  and  places  in  the  United  States 
where,  because  suitable  accommodations  for  the  sick  cannot  be  obtained, 
or  from  any  other  cause,  there  is  a  strong  necessity  for  hospitals  ;  and 
to  make  report  on  this  and  the  other  resolutions  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress." 

'*  Congress  acquiescing  in  the  necessity  of  such  institutions  nt  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile,  appropriated,  by  the  act  of  3d  March  last,  the  sum 
of  $70,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  erection  of  suitable  buildings 
for  the  hospital  at  the  former  place,  and  the  sum  of  Si 0,000  for  the  same 
objects  at  the  latter.  Arrangements  are  in  progress,  and  it  is  expected 
will  be  perfected,  for  the  construction  of  a  suitable  edifice  at  New  Or* 
leans.  It  is  ascertained,  however,  that  the  sum  jippropriated  for  a  simi- 
lar purpose  at  Mobile,  is  inadequate  to  the  object.  Accordingly,  Mobile 
and  the  other  two  previously  indicated  as  entitled  to  priority  in  the  loca- 
tion of  such  institutions,  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  points 
on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  where  hospitals  are,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  department,  needed. 

*^From  estimates  submitted  to  the  collector  by  practical  workmen,  it  is 
believed  a  sum  of  S15,000,  in  addition  to  the  existing  appropriations, 
would  be  required  to  purchase  a  site  and  erect  a  suitable  hospital  at  Mo- 
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bile  ;  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of  $i^0,000  would  be  requisite  for 
the  same  purpose  at  each  of  the  other  places." 

The  Collector  of  Passamaquoddy  says  there  are  so  few  sick  in  his  dis- 
trict, and  those  always  easily  accommodated,  (hat  a  hospital  is  considered 
unnecessary.  The  Collector  of  Portland  shows  that  a  hospital  is  wanted 
there  exceedingly.  There  are  three  thousand  seamen  in  the  tonnage  of 
that  district — and  yet  these  poor  fellows,  when  sick,  are  thrust  into  the 
Portland  Almahouae  /—a  disgrace  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  One  is  required  also  at  Newport,  K.  I.,  and  another  at  Ocra- 
cock,  North  Carolina.  Key  West  has  no  accommodation  for  the  sick. 
The  Collector  is  allowed  to  pay  only  three  dollars  per  week  for  a  sick 
sailor,  and  vet  there  is  not  a  negro  family  in  the  whole  region  who  would 
take  one  of  these  unfortunate  seamen  into  their  house  short  of  seven  dol- 
lars per  week  !  What  shiftless,  miserable  management  is  this  for  a  great 
nation  !  The  Collector  supposes  an  edifice  of  wood  would  answer  very 
well.  Mr.  Breedlone,  the  Collector  of  New  Orleans,  wrote  the  follow- 
ing sensible  letter  to  the  Secretary. 

^*  From  my  long  personal  acquaintance  with  the  trade  of  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  I  feel  well  assured  that  the  most  prominent  and  useful 
points  of  location  for  marine  hospitals,  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  river 
and  its  tributaries,  are  Louisville,  in  Kentucky  ;  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri ; 
and  Memphis,  in  Tennessee. 

<'  My  experience  in  erecting  buildings  does  not  enable  me  to  speak 
confidently  as  to  the  cost  of  suitable  edifices  at  these  points.  Judging, 
however,  from  the  price  of  materials  and  labor  in  the  western  country,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  sum  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  each, 
for  Louisville  and  St.  Louis,  would  be  suflficient  ;  and  for  Memphis,  I 
would  recommend  the  expenditure  of  fifly  thousand  dollars,  for  the  rea- 
son that  this  establishment  would  be  the  receptacle  of  the  seamen  of 
both  the  Ohio  and  Missouri  trade. 

''  The  necessity  of  a  marine  hospital  at  this  port  has  been  made  mani- 
fest to  Congress,  and  induced  an  appropriation  by  that  body,  at  its  last 
session,  of  seventy  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  edifice.  The  sum  appropriated  will  be  found  in- 
adequate to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objeci,  as  will  be  shown  by  the 
plans,  specifications  and  estimates,  now  preparing  by  sundry  persons,  in 
accordance  with  invitations  for  bids,  issued  by  me  under  your  instruc- 
tions, all  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you  immediately  afler  the  first  day 
of  September  next,  that  being  the  day  fixed  for  opening  the  proposals 
that  may  be  made.  The  plan  and  estimate  furnished  you  last  spring  for 
this  object  is  not  on  a  scale  beyond  what  is  and  will  be  required  for  the 
comfort  of  the  seamen  that  visit  this  great  and  growing  seaport." 

The  Collector  of  Louisville,  in  speaking  of  the  cost  of  medical  ser- 
vices for  the  proposed  hospital,  remarks — there  will  be  wanted  : 

<<  1st.  A  resident  physician  and  surgeon,  with  good  qualifications  for 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  who  shall  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  care  of 
the  establishment.  He  should  have  three  or  (bur  students  as  dressers, 
and  these  could  easily  be  obtained  for  their  board,  on  account  of  the  fa- 
cilities the  hospital  would  furnish  them  for  prosecuting  their  studies. 
These,  as  well  as  the  superintendent,  should  be  under  the  guidance  and 
control  of  the  physician.  The  salary  of  a  competent  physiciaD  would  be 
about  ^flOO  a  year." 
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Now  this  is  just  double  the  salary  of  a  surgeon  in  the  Marine  Hos- 
pitals of  New  England.  As  a  measure  of  economy,  the  Secretary  now 
proposes  to  have  it  made  lawful  for  the  President  to  assign  and  employ 
surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy  to  go  on  duty  in 
the  several  hospitals  already  established,  or  to  be  hereafter  established. 
So  (hat  there  is  a  prospect  that  all  now  holding  appointments,  however 
meritorious,  as  surgeons  in  marine  hospitals,  will  have  their  walking  pa- 
pers. All  this  on  the  score  of  economy  !  It  is  furthermore  proposed  that 
the  collectors  of  ports,  for  keeping  an  eye  to  the  doctor,  in  the  ostensible 
character  of  director  of  the  hospitals,  shall  receive  from  $!250  to  $500 
per  annum. 

Although  we  highly  approve  of  the  proposition  of  erecting  some  half 
a  dozen  new  marine  hospitals,  we  object  to  the  employment  of  army  and 
navy  surgeons.  There  is  not  half  enough  of  these  at  present ;  and  the 
whole  scheme,  instead  of  benefiting  the  sick  sailor,  would  only  really  go 
to  increase  the  already  princely  salaries  of  the  collectors,  which  now 
strongly  contrast  with  those  of  thtf  medical  staff  or  hospital  surgeons. 


Boulsion  Prize  Q:aeBiionB  for  1836  and  1837. — It  will  be  recollected 
that  l)r.  Holmes,  of  this  city,  was  the  fortunate  author  of  three  essays  in 
succession,  for  which  he  received  the  Boylston  medal  ;  and  it  will  also 
be  remembered  that  the  first  was  published  in  a  remarkably  neat  manner, 
and  distributed  to  all  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  free  of  expense — an  individual  act  -of 
generosity,  for  which  we  are  all  indebted  to  Dr.  George  Cheyne  Shattuck, 
the  president.  Inquiries  have  frequently  been  made  for  Dr.  H.'s  tuxy 
last  dissertations  ;  and  until  last  week,  we  could  not  fathom  the  reasoD 
why  they  had  not  been  given  to  the  public.  The  cause  of  the  delay  i» 
now  apparent.  Dr.  Holmes  has  had  leisure  for  preparing  a  highly  fin- 
ished volume  of  371  pages,  8vo.  which  contains  all  three  of  his  prize 
dissertations.  The  first  is  entitled — Dissertation  on  Intermittent  Fever  in 
fiCew  England  ;  the  second — Dissertation  on  Neuralgia  ;  and  the  third — 
Dissertation  on  Direct  Exploration.  To  enhance  the  value  of  this  excel- 
lent publication,  a  map — a  colored  one,  too — accompanies  the  first  arti- 
de,  to  enable  those  unacquainted  with  the  geography  of  New  England, 
to  find  the  localities  referred  to  in  the  memoir,  where  intermittent  fever 
is  supposed  to  have  originated.  Lastly,  a  dedication  is  made  to  P.  C.  A. 
Louis,  Doctor  in  Medicine  of* the  Faculty  of  Paris  and  St.  Petersburgh, 
and  President  of  the  Soci^t^  Medicale  d'Observation. 

By  another  week  we  shall  have  had  an  opportunity^  at  least,  of  read- 
ing  two  of  the  dissertations,  now  seen  for  the  first  time.  We  beg,  how- 
ever, to  direct  the  immediate  attention  of  all  our  readers  to  this  valuable 
contribution  to  medical  science.  The  author  must  be  substantially  en- 
couraged— and  if  read,  there  is  no  fear  of  his  being  a  loser  by  the  enter- 
prize  of  publishing  on  his  own  account.  This  is  a  proper  book  for  dis- 
tribution at  the  next  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society,  if  one 
IB  not  already  bespoken. 


Extraordinary  Caseof  Electrical  Excitement.— "Dr.  Hosford,  of  Orford^ 
N.  H.,  relates,  in  the  last  No.  of  Silliraan's  Journal,  the  case  of  a  lady 
in  that  town,  who  became  unconacioualy  charged  with  electricity  at  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


402  MedicMl  Intelligence. 

time  of  the  occurrence  of  an  unusual  aurora  borealis,  on  the  25lh  of 
January,  1837.  This  extraordinary  slate  continued  until  the  middle  of 
the  following  IVIay,  during  most  of  which  time  she  was  capable  of  giving 
electrical  sparks  to  every  conducting  body  that  came  within  the  sphere  of 
her  electrical  influence.  When  her  finger  was  brought  within  one  six- 
teenth of  an  inch  of  a  metallic  body,  a  spark  that  was  heard,  seen  and 
felt,  passed  every  second.  When  seated  motionless,  with  her  feet  on  the 
iron  stove-hearth,  three  or  four  sparks  per  minute  would  pass  (o  the 
stove,  notwithstanding  the  insulation  of  her  shoes  and  silk  hosiery. 
When  most  favorably  circumstanced,  four  sparks  per  minute  of  one  inch 
and  a  half,  would  pass  from  the  end  of  her  linger  to  a  brass  ball  on  the 
stove  ;  these  were  quite  brilliant,  distinctly  seen  and  heard  in  any  part 
of  a  large  room,  and  sharply  felt  when  they  passed  to  another  person. 
These  experiments  were  so  o(\en  repeated  that  there  was  no  doubt  left  of 
their  actual  occurrence.  The  lady  had  no  internal  evidence  of  this  fa- 
culty, which  was  only  manifest  to  her  when  the  sparks  leA  her.  Her 
health  had  never  been  good,  though  she  had  seldom  been  confined  to  her 
bed.  She  had  suffered  much  from  unseated  neuralgia  in  various  pafts  of 
her  system,  for  some  months  previous  to  her  electrical  development. 
Her  health  is  now  better  than  for  many  years.  Dr.  H.  thinks  this  phe- 
nomenon was  not  caused  by  the  aurora  alluded  to,  but  that  it  was  an  ap- 
pendage of  the  animal  system. 


Medical  College  in  Rlchmondy  Virginia, — We  learn,  by  the  aouthero 
papers,  that  the  President  and  Trustees  of  the  Hampden  Sidney  Col- 
lege, upon  the  application  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  on  the  1st  of  December  last,  resolved  to  establish  a  medical  de- 
partment in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  the  Faculty  was  forthwith  organ- 
ized by  the  appointment  of  six  Professors,  who  have  since  accepted  the 
professorships. 

Cokhicum  in  Scarlatina, — Mr.  Tait,  of  Edinburgh,  has  lately  been 
very  successful  in  the  use  of  colchicum  in  cases  of  scarlatina.  It  waa 
administered  chiefly  to  those  which  partook  of  the  pure  inflammatory 
type,  in  which  bloodletting,  both  general  and  local,  was  usually  first  had 
recourse  to,  together  with  a  purgative.  The  dose  of  the  vinom  colchict, 
in  the  strong  and  robust,  was  twelve  or  fifteen  drops  every  three  or  four 
hours,  in  a  little  water  sweetened  with  syrup.  For  children  of  four  or 
six  years,  three  or  four  drops  were  begun  with.  The  colchicum  waa 
continued  till  all  the  inflammatory  symptoms  were  subdued  ;  a  blister 
round  the  throat  being  all  that  was  necessary  to  complete  the  cure. 


Fehna. — I  have  succeeded,  iA  a  number  of  instances,  in  removing  the 
pain  and  discussing  the  inflammation  of  this  painful  afleclioo,  when  con- 
sulted early,  and  in  the  later  period  of  the  dt^ease  have  aflTorded  the  pa- 
tient great  relief,  by  smearing  the  finger  affected  with  gopd  CMiraei  if 
beUadonnaj  and  applying  a  diachylon  plaster.  .  A. 


HydropRobia—Strychnine.-^Dr,  Epps,  of  London,   has   seep  eflects 
produced  by  the  admiaiatr^ti.on  of  strychnine^  Bimilar  to  Iqrdf opbobia.    la 
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one  instance  these  distressing  symptoms  were  relieved  by  a  plaster, 
sprinkled  with  powdered  iodine,  down  the  spine,  from  I  he  back  psrt  of 
the  head  to  between  the  shoulders.  From  this  result,  Dr.  £.  thinks  the 
application  of  an  iodine  pla!»ter  all  the  way  down  the  spine,  would  pro- 
duce benefit  in  hydropholiia. 


Laxative  Pill. — It  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  difficult  thing,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  regulate  the  bowels.  The  ext.  colocynth.  cornp.,  the  pil. 
aloes  et  myrrhsB,  the  pil.  rhei  comp. — all,  in  many  cas^s,  fail  to  do  this  ; 
besides  that  they  all  are  apt  to  induce  haemorrhoids.  To  supply  the  con- 
sequent deficiency,  I  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the 
Lancet  to  the  following  admirable  formula  :  R.  Aloes  barbadonnis  ; 
extracti  glycyrrhizce  ;  saponis  hispanici  ;  theriacee  communis.  Solve 
ex  aqua  pura ;  deinde  spissa  leni  calore.  Fiat  massa.  Signa,  pilula 
aloes  dilute. 

Some  six  or  eight  grains  may  be  taken  daily,  as  a  dinner  pill,  or  at 
bed  time. 

I  think  that  this  preparation  will  be  found  to  be  more  generally  useful 
than  those  which  are  at  present  contained  in  our  Pharmacopoeias.-:— X«o»- 
don  Lancet. 

Cauterisation  of  the  Eye  for  JSttnaurons. — In  certain  cases  of  amauro- 
sis, particularly  in  those  where  an  indication  exists  for  acting  on  the 
branches  of  the  fiAh  pair  of  nerves,  M.  Serre,  of  Montpellier,  saysKe 
has  derived  ^reat  advantage  from  cauterising  the  surface  of  the  globe 
with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver. — Bui.  Therap. 


White  Race  of  Mae. — M.  Guyon,  chief  surgeon  to  the  African  army, 
writes  to  M.  Bureau  de  la  Malle,  that  at  Bougia  there  is  now  living,  a 
woman  originally  from  the  interior,  supposed  to  be  descended  from  the 
white  tribe  of  Mount  Aureps.  She  is  at  most  twenty-six  or  twenty-sev- 
en years  of  age,  of  very  agreeable  physiognomy,  blue  eyes,  fair  haii^ 
beautiful  teeth,  and  has  a  very  delicate  white  skin.  She  is  married  to 
the  Imaun  of  the  mosques,  Sidi  Hamed,  by  whom  she  has  had  three 
children,  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  herself.  M.  Arago  observeS| 
that  these  white  people  are  not  so  rare  in  that  part  of  the  world  as  might 
be  supposed,  for  when  he  was  going  from  Bougia  to  Algiers,  in  1808,  by 
land,  he  saw  women  of  all  ages  in  the  diflTerent  villages,  who  were  quite 
white,  had  blue  eyes  and  fair  hair,  but  that  the  nature  of  his  journey  did 
Dot  permit  him  to  stop  and  ask  if  they  came  from  any  peculiar  tribe. — 
Miefiaum. 

Vu  Cholera  in  Africa. — ^The  cholera  has  just  broken  out  in  the  Dey's 
Hospital  at  Algiers.  On  the  14th  of  October  17  cases  and  9  deaths 
were  reported.  At  Bona,  where  the  epidemic  has  been  prevailing  for 
some  time,  the  number  of  cases,  on  the  1 7th  of  October,  had  amounted 
to  328,  the  deaths  to  180.  One  of  the  most  curious  points  in  the  history 
of  the  Amatic  cholera  Is,  perhaps,  the  stead v  proportion  of  deaths  to 
cases  which  may  be  observed  to  have  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  in  all  climates.  Tbia  fact  proves  how  very  little  baa  as  yet  been 
done  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease. — London  Lancet. 

DtsB,— At  Petersham,  Jlr.  J«.MBiiey  aged  ^ 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Botton,  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  90, 38.    Melee,  19— Fenalet.  13. 

Contiimption,  5— scarlet  fever,  3->old  age,  3~droptiy  on  the  brain,  5i— inflammation  of  the  laafi, 
1— langfevor,  l-~gaalriti«,  i-^rysipelas,  1— dropsy,  1— iufantUe,  l—cancer,  l~fiti,  1— debUtly,  I— 
Inflaiaiiiation  or  the  boweU,  1— lyphus  ferer,  1— accidental,  1— stillborn,  3. 


MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL   SOCIETY. -COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 
A  STATED  meeting  of  the  Cottnueltors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  ike  Bo. 
ciety*s  Room,  Athensuui  Building,  in  Pearl  street,  on  W£ON£dOAY,  the  7th  dayofFebnuiy 
next,  at  II  o'clock,  A.  M.  Johr  Homars,  Am.  Ski, 

Boston,  Jan.  23.  eptm  _ 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION.  ^ 

Ti[£  subscriber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  email  Mfaool  witli  m 
private  erttabllshmenc  for  the  ireatinenl  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  He  basprocona 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstie* 
tions.  His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  impoiunl  cassi u 
occur  in  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOS£PH  H.  FLINT. 

SfiringJUld,  January,  1838.  ian.  17. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 
PifrsiciAiTB  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Puae  Yaccixi 
ViRL's  by  return  mail,  ou  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jottmai,  eadoi- 
ing  one  dollar,  postpaid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct. 35. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Thr  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  coane  of  medical  insmctfoa, 
and  will  receive  pupils  oh  the  following  terms  : 

The  puiiils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Ho«pftal,and  will  receif* 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cams  they  witness  there.    lns:ruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  bt 
given  In  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day.  ^ 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by     Da.  CRAR'tss. 
On  Physiology,  Pa;holugy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  >     •*     Da.  Wsas. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -  ......      Da.  On*. 

On  Anatomy, -  "      Da.Lawu. 

The  studeoca  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  th^  have  aecese  to  a  iUfi 
IIBrary.  Lights  and  fuel  wiihjut  any  cbargtf.  Tiie  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  AMie* 
my  are  not  Inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee'*  are  $IOd— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  eofficleut  eecQrity  ef  m** 
person  In  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  HflM^ 
Boston.  WALTER  CUAKNING, 

JOHN  WARB, 
Oc  t.  18— tf  6EORG£  W.  OTIS.  JL 

WINS  LOW  LEWU,  JB. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
T|iB  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Hedicioe  IB^ 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  nteiictl 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  By* 
and  Bar  lnlirinary,aiid  of  attending  n  course  ol  lectures  on  the  diseases  ofthe  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  exaininationa  will  include  all  the  required  professiooai  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  \^11  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  oftbcpepU** 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES.  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.B. 
Franklin  Strol,  Jfov,  9,  1836.  July  1»— 6m  JOHN  0.  OIX,  M.O. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thr  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  conTenientTMB 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whirh  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  Tliey  will  ktf| 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acqaif emwrf ^* 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  off^vred  for  the  observation  of  dieeasesand  their  treatment  in  tspsl 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,2  and  3,  and  in  taat»  which  mli  b«  treated  at  tho  room,  4aU§, 
(netcuction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and|»y  examinations  at  leestf 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  'Practical  Anatomy. 
Forfiifther  Information,  application 'may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  L 
the  subscribers.  BPHBAIJ 

.    A3ATk*l 
fl.  "'^ 
Boston^  Aufiut  9,  1837. 

•PUB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SO^RGICAL  JOURNAL  l»|.__ 
D.  GLAPP,  JR.  at  164  WMhlngton  Street,  cornwof  FrMKIIa 0ttBal»  1 
niUAt be  adilressed,pM^pe{A  It^s  ftlHo piihJlshed liTMontltly  fffi&TMU 
II umbers  of  the  preeedlu  ioteith«  etlt^tnd  Yn  «  9mb**  -i-*  V«lpj|jiin| 
vear  in  advance«^JiO  after  three  moDth«,ttiid  Pt^  if  not  paMwIUfl 
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SOME  NOTICES  OF  THE  STATE  OF  HEALTH  IN  BOSTON   DURING 

THE  YEAR   1837. 

BY  JACOB    BIGKLOW,  U.D.,  LBCTORER    ON   CLINICAL  MEDICINE,  IN  THE 
MASSACHUSETTS   GENERAL   flOSPITAL. 

[CommttnlCAUd  for  llie  Boston  Me4ie«l  and  Snrglcnl  Jonrnal.] 

It  is  quite  as  difficult  to  account  for  the  rariations  in  the  state  of  general 
health  among  the  community  in  different  years  and  seasons,  as  it  is  to 
explain  the  inequalities  of  the  seasons  themselves.  We  Gnd  one  year  to 
have  been  marked  with  the  extensive  prevalence  of  influenza,  another  by 
that  of  cholera  or  of  scarlet  fever.  It  is  common  to  look  for  the  causes 
of  these  epidemics  among  those  conditions  of  things  which  are  within  reach 
of  our  observation,  such  as  the  temperature,  the  degree  of  moisture,  the 
changes  of  decomposition  in  organised  substances,  the  habits  of  living 
of  the  community,  &c.  Nevertheless  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
the  most  extensive  causes  of  these,  and  many  other  diseases,  are  occult 
and  inscrutable  in  their  nature,  and  no  man  in  the  present  state  of 
medical  experience,  would  gain  much  credit,  who  should  associate  the 
above  mentioned  epidemics  in  necessary  connection  with  any  fixed  pe- 
culiarities of  climate,  seasons  or  customs.  They  at  present  rest  on  ' 
much  the  same  grounds  as  the  explanations  of  thunder  and  lightningi 
which  were  given  before  the  discovery  of  electricity. 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  uncommon  exemption  from  any  pre- 
valent sickness.     Although  all  our  common  diseases  have,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, been  present  among  us,  yet  the  number  of  persons  affected  by  acute 
disorders  of  severe  character,  it  is  believed,  has  been  unusually  small. 
Of  the  cases  which  have  occurred  among  classes  comfortably  situated,  a 
neater  portion  than  usual  have  resulted  in  recovery, 
■"•'^o  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  if  appears  from  the  records, 
•^♦tfie  number  of  cases  of  typhus,  during  the  year  1837,  was  thirty- 
Every  one  of  these  has  recovered,  a  circumstance  without  prece- 
1t  ia  the  history  of  that  institution.     The  patients,  as  usual,  have 
1l  llMagbt  in  under  all  stages  of  the  disease,  and  a  considerable  por- 
:4f  liietii  have  been  affected,  for  a  time,  with  grave  and  threatening 
A  part  of  the  cases,  also,  have  been  mild  throughout  their 
icoAtimiance.    In  private  practice,  moreover,  during  the  year,  a 
.  ili^ijpriry  of  cases  have  been   of  a  favorable  character,  though 
;  protra^led  io  their  duration. 
K?ar  has  prevailed  to  a  less  extent  than  uaaal.  (ib^fgrnd 
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cases  of  this  disease  have  occasionally  occurred,  but  a  greater  por- 
tion have  been  extremely  light.  In  the  last  year's  bill  of  mortality  for 
the  city  of  Boston,  the  number  of  deaths  reported  by  scarlet  fever  is 
thirty-nine.  In  1832,  the  number  of  deaths  reported  by  scarlet  fever 
was  one  hundred  and  forty-nine ;  and  by  <<  throat  distemper,"  probably 
in  very  many  cases  the  same  disease,  6fty  ;  making  an  aggregate  of 
nearly  two  hundred  deaths. 

No  disease  has  increased  so  much  during  the  last  year  as  acute  rheu- 
matism, or  the  form  of  the  disease  usually  called  rheumatic  fever. 
Forty  cases  of  this  description  have  entered  the  hospital  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year;  and  yet  this  form  of  rheumatism  was  once  a  com- 
paratively rare  occurrence  in  the  wards.  In  the  city  at  large,  it  has 
also  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent.  Among  the  hospital  cases,  ibe 
disease  has,  in  numerous  instances,  affected  the  heart  and  pericardium, 
yet  no  death  has  (x;curred.  The  practice  of  treating  the  disease  by 
opium,  has  been  found  abundantly  useful  as  a  palliative,  but  has  not  ap- 
peared to  abridge  the  ordinary  duration  of  the  complaint.  Patients 
have  taken  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  grains  or  more  in  a  day,  for  some 
time,  with  the  effect  of  keeping  them  free  from  pain,  and  in  most  in- 
stances without  unpleasant  consequences,  one  or  two  grains  being  given 
at  the  end  of  each  hour,  if  the  patient  was  not  easy.  Free  perspiratioo 
has  commonly  followed  its  use.  The  disease,  however,  has  gone 
through  its  ordinary  metastases  and  period.  In  a  few  instances  tbe 
opium  was  obliged  to  be  discontinued,  from  its  unpleasant  effects. 

Influenza,  or  grippe,  which,  in  the  cities  of  Europe^  sometimes  shiils 
up  opera  houses,  and  banishes  a  quorum  from  legislative  assemblies, 
has,  during  the  last  year,  given  us  little  trouble.  Measles,  though  al- 
ways present,  have  not  been  attended  with  great  fatality.  The  deaths 
last  year  were  23,  whereas  in  1835  they  were  188.  In  the  precedii^ 
year,  1834,  only  one  death  occurred  from  this  disease.  Cboleni  iniao- 
tum  has  been  more  formidable  than  in  the  late  preceding  years,  ibou^ 
the  various  names  under  which  this  disease  is  reported,  render  it  diffi- 
cult to  arrive  at  statistical  accuracy  in  regard  to  it.  Croup  has  beea 
le3s  mortal,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  than  it  was  five  or  six  yeais 
ago.  Consumption,  the  bane  of  northern  climates^  as  is  usual,  tifcea 
precedence  of  all  other  diseases  in  the  number  of  its  victima*  Ili  1 
tality,  however,  has  this  year  been  less  than  heretofora)  i 
about  one  in  eight  of  the  deaths.  And  compared  withtbei 
disease  in  England  and  France,  which  is  much  greater,  it  i 
conclusion  that  our  own  climate,  with  all  its  instabilities  i 
is  not  absolutely  the  worst  residence  within  tbe  ten 

The  aggregate  of  deaths  from  other  diseases 
nearly  its  usual  proportion  to  the  population  of- 
matter  of  record,  it  will  be  recollected  by  those 
matters,  that  the  year  has  been  marked  by  a  c< 
an  open  winter,  and  by  a^neral  deficiency  of  i 

Boftof^  Jm.  23, 1838. 

•«|»'-^....w      :  =  ;  .         .0-..'  iw[cm<l      JZ^^a\p 


(407) 

ON  INFLAMMATION. 

rCominaaleated  for  the  BmtoD  Medical  aod  Sorglcel  Jonrnml.] 

In  several  numbers  of  this  volume  of  the  Journal  it  has  been  shown 
that  some  of  the  most  important  organs  of  the  body — organs,  too,  which 
have  been  held  to  be  extremely  complicated  in  their  structure — are 
developed  according  to  the  mechanical  laws  of  a  fluid,  the  same  with 
or  analogous  to  electricity.  The  brain,  the  ear,  the  valves^  and  mem- 
branous septa  generally,  have  been  shown  to  be  but  parts  of  a  simple 
and  universal  process ;  the  revelation  of  which  will  rescue  the  science 
of  life  from  that  confusion  and  obscurity  which  have  hitherto  enveloped 
it,  and  will  give  to  it  the  same  exactness  and  precision  that  characterize 
the  physical  sciences.  Other  organs  of  the  body  are  as  deducible  from 
the  same  laws  as  those  which  have  been  mentioned.  But  it  would  add 
very  much  to  the  strength  of  the  argument  if  it  could  be  made  to  ap- 
pear that  the  diseased  conditions  depended  on  the  same  cause.  The 
object  of  this  article  is,  therefore,  to  treat  of  inflammation  ;  and  the 
basis  on  which  1  shall,  proceed  is  the  circular  spread,  more  or  less  regu- 
lar, of  inflnmmatory  action. 

The  disposition  of  organic  action  to  limit  itself  by  a  de6ned  circular 
boundary,  when  it  occurs  on  a  membrane  or  a  surface  extended  in  the 
directions  of  length  and  breadth,  is  conspicuously  marked  in  nearly 
every  variety  of  vegetable  and  animal  life.  Vegetables  present,  on  the 
surface  of  their  stalks,  leaves  and  flowers,  maculae,  semilunar  or  circular 
spots,  more  or  less  perfect.  They  are  found  on  many  shells.  On  the 
skins  of  animals  covered  with  scales,  as  serpents  and  fishes,  they 
abound.  The  plumage  of  the  most  beautiful  birds  is  often  studded 
with  them,  as  the  peacock.  Among  quadrupeds,  the  leopard  owes  to 
them  his  superior  beauty.  In  man,  too,  they  are  reproduced,  in  skin 
diseases,  of  a  chronic  character,  where  the  action  is  sluggish  and  does 
not,  in  consequence  of  its  intensity,  mask  this  general  tendency. 

Does  not  this  constant  reproduction  of  the  same  form,  amid  so  much 
diversity,  declare  the  agency  of  some  general  law  or  principle  in  bring- 
ing it  about  ?  And  if  so,  does  not  analogy  warrant  the  inference  that 
that  agency  is  a  fluid,  since  the  impulsion  of  fluids  against  each  other 
produces  curvilinear  motion  7 

A  great  amount  of  indirect  evidence  might  be  brought  forward  to 
prove  the  existence  of  such  a  fluid  moving  over  the  surface  of  bodies  in 
planes  parallel  to  the  surface,  and  indeed  through  the  membranous  cover- 
ings of  the  different  organs,  and  likewise  in  favor  of  the  position  that  it  is 
sonstantty  diverging  from  the  centre  of  organs  and  living  bodies.     From 
be  point  of  attachment  of  the  ligament  of  bivalves,  colored  rays  in 
-ne  instaoees,  in  others  grooves  and  ridges,  diverge  towards  the  cir- 
nferenff^  while  IbMs  and  spines  shoot  up  obliquely  from  the  surface 
the  sNelt,*  in  t  dfrection  apparently  compounded  of  the  diagonal,  be- 
een  '<me  fWfcpteiidictifai*,  to  the  surface,  and  another  perpendicular,  to 
».te  apex.    These  spines  and  folds  are  convex  towards  the  ape^x,  whether 
iheir  general  form  is  cylindrical  or  not.     Here  are  five  sfrone  facts  ex- 
'icable  on  this  supposition,  and  on  no  other.    Compare  witn.  these  the 
,^ts  that  the  skin  is  developed  from  behind  forwards,  fdl<mtng  tb# 
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course  of  the  nervous  influence  from  the  spinal  marrow ;  that  the  black 
color  of  the  negro  commences  from  a  black  stripe  over  the  spinal  mar- 
row, and  extends  forwards;  that  zona  or  shingles  pursues  the  same 
course ;  aitd  also  the  action  of  mental  emotions,  as  distension  of  the 
capillaries  of  the  face  from  shame,  permanent  change  of  color  in  the 
hair  from  fear,  and  even  in  the  skin  of  the  negro,  which  has  been 
known  to  spring  from  the  same  cause.  All  that  shows  tbo  nervous 
system  active  in  effecting  changes  in  capillary  action,  oonfirois  it  so  far 
as  physiological  experiments  prove  the  nerves  a  vehicle  br  the  iransmis* 
sion  of  galvanism  or  electricity. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  study  of  such  inflammations  as  ringworm,  lepra, 
and  the  vaccine  vesicle,  will  throw  more  light  on  the  nature  of  inflam* 
mation,  than  any  method  of  investigation  hitherto  adopted.  They  are 
instances  in  which  inflammation  takes  a  regular  form,  and  pursues  a  regu- 
lar course,  with  but  a  trifling  disturbance  frofn  modifying  causes.  Now  if 
this  regularity  both  of  form  and  progress  is  strictly  deducible  from  the  me* 
chanical  laws  of  the  fluid  in  question,  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  reason 
from  what  is  regular  to  what  is  irregular,  then  is  proof  positive  afibrded 
of  the  dependence  of  inflammation  generally  on  this  fluid.  And  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  granted  that  such  is  the  state  of  opinion  on  this  subject 
at  the  present  time,  that  all  the  objections  that  can  be  brought  against 
(bis,  or  1  had  almost  said  any  view  wbi(^h  might  be  advanced,  must  be 
of  a  superlatively  negative  character.  We  know  nothing  of  the  nature 
of  inflammation,  over  and  above  the  fact  that  there  is  accumulation  and 
obstruction  of  the  blood  in  the  part.  To  those  who  are  willing  to  rest 
content  with  this,  as  the  sum  and  substance  of  their  knowledge,  1  have 
no  desire  to  tender  an  invitation  to  read  these  pages.  An  extract  from 
"  McKenzie's  5000  Receipts,"  or  "  Buchan's  Domestic  Medicine," 
or  from  the  supplement  to  the  advertisement  of  Dr.  Brandreth's  pUIS| 
would  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  taste  of  such  contemners  of '^  fine 
spun  theories,"  and  self-styled  practical  men — men  who  in  all  cases 
want  to  have  the  proof  before  the  premises  are  stated,  and  cannot  stay 
to  hear  these  last,  because  the  thing  itself  is  not  proved-^men  who 
are  fond  of  Q.  E.  D.'s,  and  know  them  because  they  are  capital  letters 
at  the  end  of  long  paragraphs.  Those,  on  the  contrary,  who  eniertaia 
some  notion  of  '*  irritative  excitement,"  of  '^  incf eased  action ,*'  or  '^  de- 
bility of  the  vessels,"  thereby  showing  that  their  brains  were  ot^a^Mi 
tq  form  a  conception  of  something  beyond  the  mere  objects  of 
tioQ,  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  find  their  time  mispent,  slKiuld  ik 
hour  or  two  divest  themselves  of  these  words,  and  consider  j 
the  shadows  of  ignorance,  the  coruscattcms  of  dankniefis  wlnsn . 
itself  vi84biie,>and  after  examining  with  candor  andtiiinpartialtly.4 
here  presented,  follow  out  the  train  of  suggestiooa  U>  wliiiibji 
caientated  to  give  rise.  There  is  but  one  f&iMNr  that  iVd"" 
tbein,  and  that  is  this.  Should  the  thought  strike-ibeoaittttt  T 
ifig  inferences  from  far-fetched  afitalogies,  wtU  iheyt  aillt 
wiieiiieribese  analogies  are  (be  less  jusif  beoeuae  tliey  ^1 
whether  the  idea  itself  does  not  spring  up  ia  their  «wn  mM^ 
habits  wbioh  the  commoa  mode  of  education  fosters^  of  fififig: 
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the  works  of  nature  as  composed  of  multitudes  of  separate  entities,  in- 
stead of  parts  of  one  stupendous  whole.  This  being  premised,  1  would 
direct  their  attention  to  the  four  following  points. 

1.  Lepra  and  ringworm  commence  with  an  inOamed  point,  whence, 
as  from  a  centre,  the  inflammation  extends  equally  in  all  directions. 

2.  Their  disk  istflat,  or  concave,  more  or  less. 

3.  Tliey  begin  to  heal  at  the  centre,  while  the  inBammation  is^  spread- 
ing at  the  circumference. 

4.  The  areola  around  smallpox  and  the  vaccine  vesicle  spreads  from 
it  as  from  a  centre,  but  its  surface  is  convex,  and  it  begins  to  heal 
at  the  circumference. 

The  explanation  1  would  ofl^er  is  this.  Thef  centre  of  the  inflamed 
spot  is  a  focus  from  which  the  fluid  radiates,  and  to  which  the  fluid 
tends  from  the  parts  below  and  contiguous.  If  the  rush  of  Auid  to 
this  point  is  rapid,  its  attraction  for  the  blood  will  occasion  it  to  be  ele- 
vated and  swollen,  the  elevation  decreasing  gradually,  until  it  is  lost  in 
the  surrounding  skin.  If  the  tendency  is  slow,  it  will  give  time  for 
the  parts  beneath  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  transmission  of  a 
given  amount,  without  the  fluid  attracting  the  blood  sufficiently  to  pro* 
duce  inflammation  of  the  cutis  vera,  in  which  case  the  inflammation 
would  be  confined  to  the  rete  mucosum,  or  the  vessels  that  secrete  the 
cuticle. 

The  spreading  from  the  circumference  on  a  flat  disk  will  be  illustrated 
by  a  comparison  with  the  development  of  a,  compound  flower — a  daisy 
or  sunflower,  for  example.  A  greater  pressure  acting  from  within  out- 
wards, on  the  florets  at  the  circumference,  than  on  the  central  ones,  is  the 
occasion  of  their  expanding  into  rays,  which  diverge  from  the  centre. 
The  cause  of  the  increase  of  pressure  of  this  fluid  is,  that  the  sum  total 
of  it  in  each  floret  exerts  a  pressure  on  each  contiguous  one,  and  forms, 
of  course,  an  obstacle  to  its  expansion  laterally.  But  this  pressure  is 
removed  from  the  external  surface  of  the  florets  situated  in  the  marginal 
ring,  because  there  are  no  florets  beyond  them.  There  is,  then,  no  ob- 
stacle to  their  expansion  in  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  centre  of  the 
disk  ;  hence  they  diverge,  like  rays,  from  that  centre.  The  petals  of 
double  flowers,  considered  by  botanists  to  spring  from  the  evolution  of 
the  external  stamens,  show  how  extensive  and  general  is  the  operation 
of  the  same  force.  Now  each  vesicle  in  a  spot  of  lepra  is  just  in  the 
condition  of  one  of  these  florets,  and  the  pressure  which  they  exert  on 
each  other  being  greater  at  all  points  than  that  which  is  exerted  on 
their  marginal  surface,  they  will  spread  marginally.  The  reason^  of  the 
healing  process  commencing  at  tbe  centre  and  continuing  while  the  in- 
immarory  action  continues  around  the  bonier,  is  because  the  eflfect  of 

Quid  radiating  from  all  points  of  a  cbcutar  flat  disk,  is  to  retard  that 

»rtion   coming  immediately  frooi  the  centre.     This  will  be  shown  bjr 

"  followiiigidiagram« 
jet  A  &  be  considered  any  diameter  of  a  flat  inflamed  disk,  and  tbe 

(itre  C  a<  VMcle  from  which  a  brash  of  this  fluid,  C  E  D»  proceeds, 

va  manner  like  the  electrical  brush  from  a  chargd  conductor.    Let 
^  ^represent  any  number  of  vesicles  between  the  centre  C  and  circum*- 
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^  Terence  A,  from   which   similar 

brushes  proceed.  That  part  of 
the  brush  coming  from  eacli  of 
these  vesicles  towards  the  centre 
intersects  that  coming  directly 
from  C,  and  Retards  its  motion 
towards  D.  In  like  manner  the 
brushes  departing  from  the  vesi- 
cles between  C  and  B,  interfere 
^  with  that  part  of  the  brush  from 

C  towards  E  ;  and  since  there 
are  a  greater  number  of  brushes 
to  interfere  with  the  one  from  C 
than  from  any  other  vesicle,  the 
obstruction  which  they  produce 
to  the  fluid  passing  from  C  is 
greater  than  that  issuing  from 
any  other  vesicle  in  the  diameter 
A  B,  or  any  other  diameter.  If, 
therefore,  the  inflammation  is 
'  kept  up  by  a  fluid  passing  off  from  these  vesicles,  it  will  cease  at  the 
point  C  first.  In  like  manner  it  may  be  shown  the  fluid  will  be  more 
obstructed  in  its  passage  from  the  points  nearest  to  C  than  from  those 
more  remote,  and  the  healing  process  will  therefore  continue  from  that 
point.  If,  now,  in  order  to  have  it  correspond  with  a  convex  inflamed 
.  areola,  the  line  A  C  B,  be  raised  at  the  centre,  C,  as  is  represented 
in  the  second  figure,  the  interference  of  these  pencils  is  less  and  less 
in  proportion  as  the  surface  is  more  convex.  It  will  therefore  depend 
on  the  degree  of  convexity,  other  things  being  equal,  whether  the  heal- 
ing process  commence  at  the  centre  or  circumference.  Hence  we  per- 
ceive, when  inflammations  of  the  skin  assume  a  regular  form,  advance 
and  recede  in  a  regular  manner,  they  are  governed  by  laws  which  de- 
clare them  to  be  the  effect  of  the  agency  of  this  fluid. 

An  attentive  examination  of  the  circulation  will,  I  think,  convince 
any  one  that  the  powers  which  accomplish  it  are  seated  in  the  blood, 
instead  of  the  contractions  of  the  heart  an< 
mals  and  vegetables,  circulation  takes  plac 
human  foetus,  the  blood  begins  to  move  at 
heart  is  formed  subsequently  to  the  large  a 
the  capillaries,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
others,  and  by  the  fact  that  the  heart  in 
found  wanting,  while  the  arterial  system 
verse,  never.     Irritation  attracts  the  blood  t 
pHVnarily  affecting  the  contractions  of  the  I 
the  pulmonary  artery,  and  the  obKferatiot 
thjB  conmiencement  of  respiration,  eannol  I 
by  supposing  the  blood  to  be  attracted  to  t 
bj  the  force  o|  the  heart     Again,  injuries 
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pillary  circulation  more  than  that  of  the  heart.*  Dr.  Alison,  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  Dr.  Hawley,  have  published  some  researches  on  the  vital  or 
self-moving  powers  of  ttie  blood,  from  which  they  consider  the  following 
propositions  as  established.  <'  I.  Tliat  the  motion  of  the  blood  from 
the  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery  to  the  left  auricle,  principally  de- 
pends, neither  on  the  systole  of  the  right  ventricle,  nor  on  the  tenacity 
of  the  vessels,  nor  on  the  respiratory  motions,  but  on  a  living,  self-mov- 
ing power,  acquired  by  the  blood  when  renewed  in  the  lungs.  2.  That 
the  same  living  power,  inherent  in  the  blood,  is  also  a  material  cause  of 
its  motion  through  the  capillaries  of  the  aortic  system.  3.  That  in 
acute  inflammation,  this  vital,  self-moving  power  of  the  blood  is  mor- 
bidly increased  ;  while  the  tonicity  of  the  capillaries  is  diminished.  4. 
That  some  formidable  diseases  of  the  heart,  lungs  and  brains,  usually 
considered  primary,  may  be  referred  to  an  altered  state  of  this  vital 
power  of  the  blood  ;  and  perhaps  oftener  to  its  diminution  than  its  aug- 
mentation." To  these  conclusions  I  would  subjoin  a  Gfth,  and  that  is, 
chat  the  "  vital,  self-moving  power "  is  the  disturbance  of  equilibrium 
between  this  fluid,  which  takes  place  in  the  lungs,  coinciding  with  the 
change  from  venous  to  arterial  blood.  The  arterial  blood  is  positive, 
and  in  the  course  of  circulation  gives  off  its  excess  of  fluid  to  all  the 
parts  it  comes  in  contact  with  ;  and  the  fluid,  endeavoring  to  diflfuse  itself 
in  all  directions,  tends  towards  those  parts  which  are  negative^  or  where 
it  is  less  in  quantity,  and  draws  after  it  the  blood. 

If,  then,  the  heart  be  supposed  to  be  formed  last,  and  we  take  the 
motions  of  the  blood  as  our  guide  in  forming  a  conception  of  the  mo- 
tions of  this  fluid,  considering  these  latter  motions  to  precede  the  former 
by  an  indeflnitely  small  space  of  time,  we  must  resolve  them  into  two 
kinds,  an  undulatory  or  pulsatile,  and  a  current  corresponding  to  the  mo- 
tions through  the  arteries  and  veins.  Now  if  there  is  an  undulatory  mo- 
tion taking  place  from  the  centre  towards  the  circumference  of  the  vas- 
cular system,  there  must  be  a  tendency  to  a  vacuum  formed  at  each  un- 
dulation at  the  centre,  and  the  fluid  immediately  around  the  centre 
would  rush  in  to  Gil  it.  This  tendency  to  a  vacuum  corresponds  to  the 
dilatation  of  the  ventricle ;  and  the  blood  coming  from  the  pulmonary 
veins  through  the  auricle,  is  attracted   to  the  ventricle  by  the  fluid  rush- 
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circulatioD  is  ioterrupted,  and  the  shape  and  position  of  the  heart  d^ 
termined.  At  present,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  noticing  some  facts 
which  corroborate,  in  a  striking  manner,  what  has  been  advanced.  Tlie 
first  is  the  conical  shape  and  gyratory  motion  of  the  heart,  correspond- 
ini;  to  the  little  whirls  or  vortices  produced  in  fluids  by  the  collision  of 
centripetal  currents.  The  second  is  the  spiral  disposition  of  its  muscu- 
lar fibres,  indicating,  as  all  muscular  fibres  do,  the  course  the  fluid  takes. 
But  the  most  conclusive,  is  the  circunistance  that  the  heart  is  placed  to 
the  left  of  the  median  line,  in  man,  whose  nervous  power  is  greater  on 
the  right,  than  on  the  left  side ;  and  in  the  molluscous  animals  that 
form  the  spiral  shells,  the  spiral  turns  are  made  towards  the  side  oppo- 
site that  in  which  the  heart  is  placed.  Such  a  situation  for  the  heart 
would  follow  fron^  the  supposition  above.  For  if  it  is  formed  by  there- 
turn  stroke  or  backward  undulation,  it  would  be  placed  wliere  these  un- 
dulations, coming  from  all  parts  of  the  body,  balance  each  other.  And 
since  there  is  more  of  the  nervous  fluid  constantly  existing  on  the  right 
than  on  the  left  side,  both  its  forward  and  backward  impulse  would  be 
fltronger  in  this  direction,  and  the  latter  would  in  consequence  pass  be- 
yond the  median  line  before  it  was  counterbalanced  by  the  backward 
undulations  from  the  left  side.  For  the  same  reason  the  heart  would 
assume,  in  the  spiral  univalves,  a  position  further  from  the  side  where 
the  development  is  greater,  than  from  the  opposite  side.  It  should  be 
mentioned,  also,  that  the  apex  of  the  heart  is  turned  away  from  tbe 
brain  and  from  the  spinal  marrow,  so  that  its  position  is  in  the  line  of  a 
diagonal  compounded  of  three  forces,  directed  severally  from  the  parts 
where  the  nervous  influence  is  most  concentrated,  viz.,  the  brain,  tbe 
spinal  marrow,  and  the  right  side.  That  this  is  not  the  efl^ect  of  gravi- 
ty, is  clear  from  the  fact  that  in  quadrupeds  the  apex  of  the  heart  is 
turned  towards  the  abdomen. 

But  the  question  arises,  what  becomes  of  tbe  excess  of  fluid  in  arte- 
rial over  venous  blood,  that  is  dissipated  in 
1  answer,  that  it  is  communicated  to  all  th 
rial  blood  comes  in  contact,  but  more  e 
they  serve  the  purpose  of  conductors.  F 
of  the  surface  or  of  the  internal  organs,  th 
this  fluid,  a  part  of  which  passes  ofl^,  prod 
be,  and  the  remainder  is  returned  by  the 
ct  tbe  tissues,  a  certain  relation  is  maintam 
oflT  and  that  which  is  reconducted  to  the  in 
between  both  of  these  currents  and  the  a 
rial  blood.  This  relation  is  interrupted  ir 
cannot  conduct  it  from  a  part  with  the  san 
'i^  carried  thither  by  the  blood,  when  an  ir 
^\  therefore  aciifamulates  in  that  part,  and  ri 
"''  kdiiig  space,  impeHing  the  blood 
of  io^amination,  and  produl^itl 
^'    or  phlegmon..    Or,  to  sj^i 

^6r  non-conductor,  and  ita  a{ 

Wpbmt,4ithA^  a 
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immediately  around  that  point  as  a  non-conductor,  which  current  attracts 
the  fluid  from  the  neis^hborin°[  parts,  and  this  again  attracting,  or  rather 
impelhng,  the  blood  as  it  moves  through  the  panicles,  establishes  a  focus 
of  inflammation.  This  action  continues  until  such  a  change  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  part  arises,  as  restores  the  equilibrium  between  the  con- 
duction of  the  fluid  there  by  the  blood,  and  its  reconduction  into  the 
system  by  the  nerves.  There  nuist,  then,  be  a  tendency  in  the  process 
of  inflammation  to  diminish  the  flow  of  this  fluid  to  the  part  inflamed, 
otherwise  the  inflammation  never  would  cease  to  spread.  Such  must 
be  the  effect,  if,  as  is  supposed,  it  is  derived  from  the  obstruction  to  the 
motion  of  the  red  globules  through  the  part,  occasioned  by  their  accu- 
mulation at  or  near  the  point,  which  constitutes  the  swelling  and  hard- 
ness around  it.  Since,  then,  the  intensity  with  which  the  fluid  tends 
towards  the  focus  of  inflammation  diminishes  in  proportion  both  to  the 
distance  from  it  and  the  hardness  of  the  inflamed  part  around  it,  and  the 
capacity  of  the  nerves  to  re-transmit  increases  in  the  inverse  ratio*  (al- 
lowing that  the  pressure  of  the  accumulated  blood  tends  to  paralyze 
the  nerves),  a  line  may  be  conceived  to  be  drawn  through  the  points 
where  the  equilibrium,  disturbed  by  the  action  of  the  primary  irritant,  is 
restored,  circumscribing  the  inflammation,  which  line  would  •  advance 
towards  the  focus  of  inflammation,  or  recede  from  it,  as  the  power  of  the 
nerves  prevails  over  the  inflammatory  excitement,  or  the  reverse.  In 
the  primary  stage  of  inflammation  it  would  recede,  in  the  healing  pro- 
cess it  would  advance. 

It  follows,  from  these  considerations,  that  the  space  circumscribed  by 
this  imaginary  line,  including  the  focus  of  inflammation,  possesses  less 
conducting  power  than  the  parts  adjacent.  Now  if  this  be  the  case,  a 
force  of  pressure  must  be  exerted  by  the  fluid  diverging  from  the  centre 
of  the  body,  where  it  is  most  concentrated,  to  the  circumference,  on  that 
space,  equal  to  the  difference  between  its  conducting  power  and  that  of 
the  adjacent  tissue,  in  the  direction  from  the  centre  to  the  circumference. 
The  pressure  thus  arising  will  be  productive  of  one  of  two  effects. 
Either  it  will  remove  the  accumulation  of  globules  whose  diminished  mo- 
bility obstructs  its  own  motions,  or  it  will  remove  the  whole  tissue.  In 
the  flrst  instance,  it  acts  in  coincidence  with  the  primary  excited  current, 
to  produce  suppuration  ;  in  the  second,  it  gives  rise  to  sloughing. 

There  are,  then,  two  circumstances  which  operate  in  the  cure  of  iq- 
ilamfnation.  1st.  The  impediment  to  the  passage  of  this  fluid,  from  the 
focus  of  inflammation,  otherwise  than  by  the  nerves.  2d.  The  impedi- 
ment to  its  passage  towards  the  focus,  by  the  obstruction  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  globules  in  the  capillaries,  springing  from  theii^  teoiifuula- 
tion  around  it. 

One  of  the  causes-  of  the  flist  of  these  impediments  is  clearly  shewn 
bf<  the  cbnsrdeititioiis  pointed'  out  above,  in  relation  to  the  progress  and 
^re  of  inflammation  on  a  flat  d|^k.  It'k  highly  probable  that  another 
««u$0'«rises  from  tb^  eraporaftiou  going  on  at'  tliesuHbce  of  the  so^^* 

iioh,<refflQving  always  tfre  mom  fluid  parts,  drito  and  hardens  ih^  arii^' 
ce  inii»'aGabs',.seales,  Stc,  and-  leioens  ita  p0<p^  of  cooductioni    !WW 

»  In  the  tame  nUo,  If  ire  reclcov  Aom  tiie  IbMt  of  faflimmattop. 
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this  evaporation  (which  I  hold  to  be  occasioned  by  the  fluid  passing  off), 
which,  according  to  the  researches  ofBreschet  and  Vauzeme,  forms  the 
cuticle,  and,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  the  nails,  hair  and  horns.  Such 
a  view  is  conGniied  by  the  mode  in  which  vegetables  fructidcate  and 
develope  buds  in  the  axils  of  the  leaves,  if  it  be  allowed  that  they  are 
affected  by  the  same  agency.  The  current  of  this  fluid  going  to  a  leaf, 
continuing  the  same  while  its  conducting  power  is  diminishing,  in  conse- 
quence of  evaporation,  an  accumulation  will  take  place,  exerting  retro- 
grade pressure,  which  acting  at  the  base  of  the  footstalk,  at  the  point 
where  the  current  passing  up  towards  the  leaf  and  that  moving  up  the 
main  stalk  divide,  creating  a  tendency  to  a  vacuum,  developes  there  the 
bud.  This  will  be  best  understood  by  a  diagram.  If  in  consequence 
of  an  attraction  exerted  at  B  and  C,  the  currents  be  excited  from  D 
B  ^  to  B  and  C,  they  tend  to  produce  a  vacuum 

at  D.     If,  on  the  contrary,  a  force  acting  at 
A  impels  a  current  up  the  tube,  its  tendency 
is  to  produce  pressure  at  D.     Now  the  two 
currents,  D  B,  D  C,  excite  a  current  along 
A  D,  which,  when  once  excited,  has  a  force 
of  inertia   which  may  be  said  to  be   acting 
from  A.     This  force  does  not  diminish  so  fast 
as  the  attractive  force  at  B  and  C.     There- 
fore when  a  cause  occurs  to  diminish  the  forces  at  B  and  C,  that  acting 
from  A  will  come  into  play.     If  the  fij^ure  represent  a  tree,  the  primary 
force  taking  place  at  the  circumference  of  the  leaves,  as  is  the  fact,  and 
ceasing  before  the  secondary,  gives  a  reason  for  the  formation  of  buds  in 
the  axils  of  the  leaves.     For  the  same   reason,  when  the  conducting 
power  of  the  petals   is  diminished,  an   accumulation   will   arise  at  their 
bases,  which  expands   the  tissue  and   attracts  the  nutritious  materials 
there,  until  it  forms  the  fruit.     We  may,  by  an   extension  of  the  same 
principle,  account  for  the  growth  of  the  roots  of  vegetables,  considering 
them  as  the  reflection  of  the  brandies ;  of  the  fangs  of  teeth,  as  the 
reflection  of  the  crowns  ;  of  the  secondary  teeth,  as  the  reflection  of 
the  6rst ;  the  stem  and   tubular  part  of  the  feat' 
the  vane  ;  the  external  ear,  as  a  reflection  of  the  ii 
of  the  eye  anterior  to  the  iris,  as  a  reflection  of  t 
brain,  as  the  reflection  of  the  nerves ;  the  heart 
the  reflection  of  the  small  vessels  ;  and,  universa 
part  of  an  organ,  or  the  last  developed  organ  ( 
flection  of  the  first,  or  that  on  which  the  impressii 
relation,  are  primarily  made. 

Hence  we  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion,  whel 
tiop,  or  trace  the  consequence  of  inflammation 
fluid  considered  as  the  agent  concerned  in  produc 
a  tendency  to  heal  itself.  A^ain,  the  [^ominent 
mation.  harmonise  with  the  view  that  has  been  i 
llssiciOQ  to  inflame  in  those  parts  which  have 
influence,  either  by  section  of  .the  nerves 
i  ^  slight  irritating  causes.     How  wel|  is 
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the  supposition  that  this  fluid  is  attracted  to  the  irritated  spot,  from  the 
channel  of  the  arterial  blood,  faster  than  it  can  be  conducted  away  by 
the  injured  nerves  and  parts  adjacent.  In  like  manner  the  defective  nu- 
trition and  caloriScation  of  a  paralyzed  limb  is  accounted  for  because 
the  centripetal  nervous  current  being  less,  there  is  less  attraction  exerted, 
in  the  absence  of  any  irritant  on  the  arterial  blood.  If,  also,  it  is  true, 
as  has  been  observed,  that  organs  scantily  supplied  with  nerves  are  more 
liable  to  congestion  than  others,  the  reason  for  it  is  obvious. 

The  red  line  around  a  gangrenous  limb  is  just  what  ought  to  happen 
if  this  is  the  correct  view,  for  the  mortified  part  being  a  non-conductor, 
the  fluid  must  accumulate  in  the  contiguous  living  part,  and  diffusing  it- 
self faster  than  it  can  be  conducted  into  the  system,  will  radiate  from 
the  surface,  and  produce  inflammation,  prescribed  by  the  condition  men- 
tioned above,  while  the  pressure  of  the  fluid  acts  to  separate  the  dead 
from  the  living  portion.  That  action  which  disposes  inflamed  parts  to 
open  externally,  regarded  as  inexplicable  on  any  former  theory  of  in- 
flammation, is  but  a  part  of  the  same  process  with  that  which  throws 
off  a  gangrenous  part.  It  is  the  consequence  of  the  fluid  being  more 
concentrated  internally,  and  therefore  tending  towards  the  surface,  and 
carrying  with  it  whatever  interferes  with  its  motion. 

All  the  changes  witnessed  in  the  maturation  of  a  pustule,  are  what 
we  might  expect  on  the  same  supposition.  First,  the  accumulation  of 
blood,  constituting  the  pimple — the  primary  effect  of  the  current  ex- 
cited. Second,  the  elevation  of  the  cuticle,  and  the  passage  thither  of 
the  most  fluid  part  of  the  blood,  forming  a  vesicle.  Third,  the  passage 
of  the  less  moveable  parts  or  globules  of  pus  would  take  place,  as  the 
consecutive  effects  of  a  fluid  moving  towards  the  apex  of  the  pustule, 
through  the  inflamed  part.  Healthy  granulation  may  be  easily  conceived 
to  be  the  result  of  the  activity  of  the  centripetal  currents,  combined  with 
the  external  pressure,  the  former  removing,  on  the  internal  side,  the  glo- 
bules which  are  partially  obstructed,  and  there  deposited  during  the 
healing  process,  and  the  latter  gently  urging  the  circles  into  the  ulcerated 
space  and  gradually  supplying  the  loss  of  substance  sustained.  Erythe- 
matic  erysipelas  is  but  a  reproduction  of  the  papula  on  a  large  scale. 
QQdematous  erysipelas  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  vesicle,  and  phleg- 
monous erysipelas  to  the  pustule.  They  are  all  the  effects  of  a  greater 
or  less  degree  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  skin  from  the  same  cause. 
The  looseness  of  texture  beneath  the  skin  is  the  reason  of  the  effusion 
there,  instead  of  on  its  surface,  and  this  effusion  may  be  referred  to  the 
same  lavy  which  develops  the  secondary  parts  of  organs  after  the  prima- 
ry, as  already  referred  to. 

•*^'         To  prevent  misconception,  I  would  here  allude  to  a  statement  made 
^ttx)ve,  that  this  ()ressure  on  the  nerve  tends  to  paralyze  rt,  which  taken 

'^ '      Id  tfdnnection  with  another,  that  the  relation  between  the  external  radia- 
.**Vj     tibb^hd  centripetal  currents  of  this  fluid  is  disturbed,. might  lead  to  the 

•f '  '  Toiiitlfibti  that  I  thobght  the  centripetal  current  was  leas  in  inflainmatioa 
-  '*^'''  ihttf  in  the  natural  state  of  the   part.     This,  however,  is  the  ^opposite 

••rii  rr{(g{||  tvhkt  1  believe  to  be  true,  when  .inflammation,  strictly  Jpei^ing,  is 

^'^  ^iOUAAhhed,    The  current  on  the  whole  may  be  greater  than  toltti«I| 
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and  still  less  in  proportion  to  the  extemd.  At  the  same  time  the  ner- 
vous fibres,  where  the  pressure  is  greatest,  may  be  palsied,  while  those 
adjacent  are  stimulated  to  an  increase  of  their  function.  Besides,  in- 
flammation follows  not  necessarily  from  a  loss  of  balance  between  the 
two  currents.  Since  the  sum  of  both  being  the  same,  if  the  natural  re- 
lation between  them  be  destroyed,  no  accumulation  will  arise,  and  there- 
fore no  inflammation.  The  loss  of  this  balance  predisposes  to  inflam- 
mation, rather  than  actually  excites  it,  inasmuch  as  it  is  while  the  bal- 
ance is  being  restored  that  accumulation  is  likely  to  take  place,  and  with 
it  inflammation. 

When  a  part  is  frozen,  the  application  of  cold  will  prevent  subsequent 
inflammation.  The  reason  for  this  is,  that  cold  palsies  the  nerves,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  fluid  radiates  so  fast  that  the  centripetal  current  is  de- 
stroyed in  a  given  extent,  while  in  consequence  of  the  radiation  a  great- 
er amount  than  usual  is  directed  to  the  part.  A  trifling  degree  less  of 
cold  must  now  be  applied  to  the  dead  or  frozen  part,  so  that  radiation 
continuing  to  nearly  an  equal  extent,  no  accumulation  of  the  fluid  will 
take  place  while  the  centripetal  current  is  slowly  re-establishing  itself  in 
the  part.  Hence  the  good  effects  of  cold  in  inflammations  generally.  It 
is  an  irritant,  when  it  produces  so  much  radiation  as  to  establish  a  cur- 
rent outward  of  greater  relative  intensity  than  the  centripetal.  It  is  a 
sedative,  when  it  prevents  that  accumulation  of  the  fluid  which  would 
give  rise  to  inflammation,  and  which  is  prone  to  take  place  as  a  conse- 
quence of  reaction.  The  condition  of  a  frozen  part  thus  bears  the  same 
relation  to  the  sound  part  immediately  contiguous,  as  would  that  of  a 
gangrenous  part,  viz.,  that  of  a  non-conductor ;  but  with  this  difference, 
that  the  application  of  cold  renders  it  more  or  less  a  conductor,  and 
may  be  made  to  abstract  the  fluid  as  fast  as  it  tends  towards  the  part. 
As  an  additional  circumstance  in  favor  of  this  view  of  the  action  of  cold, 
rt  might  be  observed  that  crystallization,  which  is 
freezing,  is  regarded,  by  some  of  the  highest  authoritie 
depend  on  the  passage  of  electricity  in  currents  throu 
matter. 

Did  space  allow,  I  would  notice  some  objections  ih 
suf^gest  themselves  to  the  mind  in  perusing  what  h 
Perhaps  on  some  points  I  may  not  have  been  sufBci< 
desire  to  compress  as  much  as  possible  into  the  compa 
Some  difficulties  would  be  removed  by  bearing  in  mi 
of  an  elastic  fluid  to  vibrate  to  and  fro,  when  it  accu 
haps  it  is  these  vibrations,  in  small  spaces,  among  the  | 
rvioria..  t«u\^u  «ffv.«»«  fU^  composition  and  deeori^pos 

ilso,  that  all  the   phenome 

d  equally  well  on  the  supf 
and  on  that  of  the  actual 

)licab(»  to  the  case  in  hand; 
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QUESTIONS  IN  MEDICINE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surf^cal  Journal, 
Sir, — There  are  some  discrepancies,  or  prima  fade  contradictions,  in 
medical  practice,  which  I  should  like  ,to  see  explained  or  reconciled. 
For  instance,  in  sanguineous  engorgements  of  the  uterus,  we  are  directed 
to  apply  leeches  to  the  vulva  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  blood  and  to  take 
oflf  its  determination  to  the  part;  and^on  the  other  hand,  when  we  wish 
to  increase  the  quantity  or  produce  a  determination  to  the  uterus,  we 
are  directed  to  apply  leeches — the  same  remedial  means  for  apparently 
opposite  indications  of  disease.  In  various  external  and  internal  inflam- 
mations, we  are  directed  to  apply  warm  fomentations  or  poultices  to 
produce  resolution  ;  and  yet  when  we  wish  to  promote  suppuration,  we 
are  advised  to  apply  warm  poultices,  be.  It  seems  to  me  that  rules 
more  special  and  discriminate  should  be  laid  down  and  followed  with  re- 
spect to  both  hot  and  cold  applications,  and  I  hope  the  subject  will  re- 
ceive further  notice.  Medicus. 


QUESTIONS   IN    ANATOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
SiE, — Will  some  one  of  your  numerous  correspondents  answer  the  fol« 
lowing  questions.  They  are  suggested  by  a  notice  in  the  23d  No.  of 
the  present  Vol.  of  your  valuable  Journal,  of  the  *'  ingenious  explana- 
tion "  of  the  modus  operandi  of  narcotics  in  dilating  the  pupil,, by  Mr. 
Walker. 

1st.  What  evidence  have  we  that  the  third  pair  of  nerves  enters  into 
the  formation  of  the  lenticular  ganglion  ? 

2d.  Does  muscular  motion,  in  any  instance,  depend  upon  influence 
conveyed  by  nerves  of  common  sensation  ? 

3d.  Is  the  iris  muscular  ? 

4th.  Is  Mr.  Walker's  explanation"  ingenious"? 

The  inquirer  is  after  truth.  Yours,  &c. 

Franklin^  Vt.y  Jan.  19rA,  1838.  A  Subscriber. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
BOSTON,    JANUARY     31,     1838. 


BOYL8TON  PRIZE  aUESTIONS. 

RSFKILENCX  WES  made  last  week  to  Dr.  Holmes's  diBseirtations.  We 
B  now  prepared  to  speak  with  decided  approbation  of  his  investigations. 
ery  page  gives  abundant  evidence  of  his  thorough  acquaintance  with 
h  sut^ect  proposed  to  him  by  the  committee,  and  he  moreover  clearly 
ibits  a  degree  of  patience  and  perseverance  alike  creditable  to  bisii-* 
i*  nod  the  pirofessioii.  In  this  country  it  rarely  happens  that  a  physi-> 
I  can  devote  sufficieDt  time  to  the  study  of  diseases  to  make  faimsolf 
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good  authority,  and  hence  foreign  writers,  with  a  few  honorable  excep- 
tions, are  the  oracles  which  are  usually  consulted.  This  is  partly  owing 
to  the  supposed  necessity  by  which  every  practitioner  is  more  or  less  in- 
fluenced, of  attending  so  closely  to  the  details  of  business,  that  he  is  ex- 
cused from  the  labors  of  path(]iogicaI  inquiries  :  by  general  consent, 
therefore,  some  are  considered  only  writers,  or  qualified  for  being  ob- 
servers of  the  phenomena  of  disease  ;  whilst  others,  taking  them  for  un- 
erring guides,  bave  no  higher  responsibility  than  to  prescribe  according 
to  custom  and  the  sanction  of  authors. 

From  the  exhibitions  of  talent  which  Dr.  Holmes  has  given  in  these 
essays,  his  future  course  will  be  watched  with  interest.  He  cannot  be 
insensible  to  the  popularity  of  the  first  prize  dissertation  on  Inlemittent 
fever  in  Jfew  England^  which  was  widely  distributed  by  the  munificence 
of  an  individual  of  Boston.  The  volume  now  embodying  the  three  pa- 
pers, cannot  well  be  dispensed  with  in  a  medical  library — because  he 
has  become  native  authority.  It  is  this  latter  character  which  gives  pe- 
culiar value  to  his  writings.  The  decision  of  the  Hoylston  Committee, 
a  medical  tribunal  entitled  to  perfect  confidence,  in  awarding  the  prizes 
to  Dr.  Holmes,  gives  an  ofllicial  assent  to  the  excellency  of  each  produc- 
tion, which  after  years  will  confirm  and  strengthen. 


Counsellor's  Meeting. — It  will  be  seen,  by  Dr.  Homans's  notice  on  our 
advertising  page,  that  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  will  meet  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  nt  tlie  Athenaeum.  Fel- 
lows residing  in  the  country,  district  societies,  and  all  others  having  busi- 
ness to  transact  with  the  Council,  will  have  ample  time  to  prepare.  It  is 
desirable  that  there  should  be  a  full  board,  and  every  section  of  the 
Medical  Commonwealth  fully  represented. 


Medical  Lectures  in  Boston. — The  term  closed  at  the  Massa< 
College  yesterday.  Probably  there  are  a  considerable  number  ol 
dales  for  degrees,  and  whenever  their  names  are  announced,  tl 
logue  will  be  given.  It  is  a  very  important  era  in  the  life  of  a 
student,  to  assume  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  a  pracfiti 
medicine,  and  should  .not  be  entered  upon  without  a  deep  sense  o 
bearings,  as  it  relates  to  society  and  his  own  individual  happiness, 


Worcester  District  Medical  Society. — Very  judicious  arrangemer 
reading  papers,  and  collecting  facts  to  i 
5s  of  the  profession,  in  that  section  of  r 
16  wonder  is  that  nothing  of  the  kind  h 
only  be  productive  of  good  fellowship  a 
t  will  inspire  a  degree  of  confidence  h 
it  is  for  physicians  to  agree  among-st  then 
age,  in  New  England,"tho8e  feuds,  pet 
2h  were  thought  to  characterize  practiti< 
nrieasure  passed  away.  Just  so  long  a 
d  in  the  true  spirit  which  ci^Ued  them  int 
us  feelings,  and  honorable,  htgh-i|^iBd^ 
elevatioD  of  the  (^rpfesiiQii^  irftt  mur 
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Shocking  Mistake. — The  Baltimore  American  relates  that  a  respectable 
physician  prescribed  for  a  lad/  of  that  city,*who  had  recently  recovered 
from  illness,  an  ounce  of  the  phosphate  ofdBoda,  and  wrote  his  prescrip- 
tion so  that  it  was  thought  there  could  be  no  mistake.  The  messen* 
fer  returned  from  the  apothecary  with  the  white  precipitate  of  mercury  ! 
'he  patient,  in  fear  of  some  mistake,  refused  to  take  the  medicine  till  it 
had  been  sent  back  to  the  apothecary  to  ascertain  for  a  certainty  that  the 
prescription  was  understood  :  the  medicine  was  re-examined  by  him,  and 
the  decision  was  that  it  was  correct.  The  dose  was  then  swallowed, 
but  with  fatal  effects.  Notwithstanding  every  effort,  the  poor  victim 
died  on  the  following  Sunday. 


The  Natural  History  of  Man. — In  the  last  number  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Science,  a  correspondent  of  the  editor  is  very  urgent  to  obtain 
all  the  facts  which  can  be  obtained  on  the  subject  of  the  tracks  of  human 
feet  which  have  been  discovered  on  rocks,  in  various  sections  of  this 
country.  He  intimates  that  it  is  possible  to  prove,  by  these  singular  evi- 
dences, that  man  existed  at  a  much  earlier  period  on  this  globe  than 
geologists  have  heretofore  supposed.  Any  specimens,  therefore,  bearing 
such  impressions,  or  descriptions  of  them,  in  localities  not  heretofore 
chronicled,  directed  to  Professor  Silliman,  will  be  peculiarly  interesting, 
and  greatly  serve  the  cause  of  science. 


Tubercles  in  various  Organs,  icithout  any  Tubercular  Formation  in  the 
Lungs, — The  law  established  by  M.  Louis,  that,  after  the  age  of  fifteen, 
tubercles  are  never  found  in  any  part  of  the  body,  without  also  existing 
in  the  lungs,  admits  of  very  few  exceptions.  M.  Louis  himself  has  only 
met  with  one.  We  extract  the  following  from  a  late  number  of  the 
''  Bulletin  Therapeutique,"  remarking,  however,  that  the  state  of  the 
bronchial  glands  is  not  noticed. 

*'  A  negro,  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  received,  on  the  6th  of  March 
last,  into  one  of  the  surgical  wards  of  the  Hopital  Beaujon,  for  a  fistu- 
lous opening  in  the  region  of  the  sternum.  The  boy  died  suddenly,  and 
on  examining  the  body,  tubercular  abscesses  were  found  in  the  eyelids, 
and  several  other  parts  of  the  body  ;  there  were  softened  tubercles  in 
the  prostate  and  right  testicle  ;  crude  tubercles  in  the  ribs,  under  the 
pleurae,  and  in  the  brain,  but  none  in  either  lung,  liver,  or  spleen." — 
London  Lancet. 

Medieal  MisceUamf. — ^Dr.  Consigny,  of  St.  Damas,  and  Dr.  JDuvert,  of 
St.  Charles,  have  both  surrendered  to  government,  being  patriots,  and 
^re  now  in  prison. — The  cholera  has  wholly  disappeared  at  Constanti- 
nopto.o^Tbe  plague  has  become  truly  frightful  at  Odessa. — Total  mor- 
UlitfOf  Baltimore,  in  1837,  2114.  Fifty-two  died  of  smallpox,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  of  scarlet  fever  ;  consumption,  396  •,  measles,  141  ; 
flCillborn,  196  ;  and  of  infantile  diseases,  516.— A  Mbth,  it  is  said,  was 
extracted  from  a  young  lady  at  Lynn,  the  other  ^^,  while  under  mag- 
Detit^  influence,  without  her  manifesting  any  signs  df  pain  or  uneasiness. 
Dr.  Vkek^  of  Salem,  was  the  operator.— The  number  of  deaths  it  Jiew 
MmHm/Gt:^  the  last  year,  was  250. 
i...      -fliltli    wir'n  >  = 

1>ttMM''V^f^diBiD,  Maas^  Dr.  Lather  W.  Sherman,  aged  33— a  AnM  prac- 
0jka^  tnid  dm  wAm  of  Hf^ml  valuable  coxnmunications  to  this  Jouipal. 
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VVboIe  Qumbar  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  S7, 30.    Hales,  21->Fe«tfiles,  9.  « 

Cunsiiinption,  6— inflammation  of  ibtf  lungs,  J— droQsy,  1— convulsions.  1— teething,  1— ecarlot 
fever,  1— catarrh,  l—iiing  fever,  l—infoaiUe,  i— disease  of  the  liead,  i— dropay  in  the  head,  1— 
BloppaKe  in  the  stomach,  i— old  age,  2— tfts,  1— measles,  1— rupture,  1— spasmodic  fits,  l—diseaseof 
the  henn,  l—inflaiatiiatloo  of  the  bv^Wbis,  1— croup,  1— hemorrhage,  1— fever,  puerperal,  1— acci- 
dental, 1— stillborn,  4. 

M.\SSACHUSETTS   xMEDlCAfi   SOCIETY. -COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  STAT£D  meeting  o(  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  h«Jd  at  the  So- 
ciety's Kuoni,  Atbenautu  Building,  in  Pearl  street,  on  (V£0N£t9DAY,  the  7iil  day  of  Febnuuy 
next,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.                                                                    JOHx\  HOMANS, /2«c.  5ecV 
Bo*l»»f  Jan.  23.  eptm  .  V 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriber'  propofes  to  take  a  few  niodicai  students,  aqd  to  connect  a  small  school  with  hto 
private  establishment  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  Surgical  operations.  He  has  procarea 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstra- 
tions. Ills  pupils  Will  also  have  the  privilege  of  wUnesding  such  interesting  and  impoitant  casea  a« 
occur  in  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  J08KPU.  H.  FLINT. 

Springfieldy  January ^  1&36.  Jan.  17. 

FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  IJTtJRO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  oflfered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolapsus  t/tsrif  or  Falling  of  the  fVo mb y  und  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  asau  instrument  In  tvery  way  rjilculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restocaiion  to 
health.  When  ifaiii  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  oi  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affiH-ds  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  dtslressing  ^*  drugging  and  bearin^-doum** 
aensatious  which  uccompauy  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  aodamen,  and  Us  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  edrly  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  duppoaer  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  (hepatient  without  fkirther  aid.  Willi- 
in  tiie  last  three  years  nearly  i5J0  of  the  Ulero'Mdonunal  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  Hie 
most  happy  rctnilis.  * 

The  very  ereai  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its examioA- 
tion  by  the  physician  will  induce  hhn  to  discard  the  diiigusting  Pessary  hitherto  In  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  state  ih:it  U  has  met  the  dneided  approbation  of  eJir  Astiey  Cooper^  of  l^ndon,  Edward  Delafield 
M.U., Professor  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  in  tlie 
diflfertttit  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  I'hysician  or  Surgeon  who  has  bad  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  It. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  at 
In  Trasses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Truaeea  bev  my 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  Us  envelope. 

A.MOS  O.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  tHe  aalo  of  the  ab.ive  irislrumente,  9H  ordefi 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  •    LOWE  &  REi^D,- 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  24  Merchants  Row,  Bostoa. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Thi  nndersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  In  all  the  branches  of  Mfdicine  and 
Snrgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  a«d  pupils  will  hnve  the  use  of  an  exteuMve  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Uis^nfiary  and  of  <tb«  £j^a 
and  Bar  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  ii  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  exitininations  will  include  all  the  required  profeaeloni^woriife. 

Anat'xnical  instruction,  and  private  dissoj^lion  will  form  a  prominent  Mtrt  in  tJ]ejtittd|  ofCbe  pupila. 

For  furtherinformatlon,apnly  to  eitherof  the  subscribers.    .  JOHN  JBFFVIS6,  M.D. 

R.  w.  nSoWRi  M.o. 

FranklU  Street,  JVov.  9,  183G.  July  19— 6m  iIOHK  B..l^i^«  M.9. ,     ' 

— ^     '^  I  v^fa^'..  '■»*-• 

MEQIOAL  INSTRUCTION.  **-  ^^^J^    ** 

T»B  subscribers  have  associated  for  tfie  purpose  of  civing  medical  instruction*    A  C»illl||raii|i^ow 

baa  been  provided  for  this purpoee,  whirh'win  be  open  to  the  students  at  ail  hours.    I*li0f  Wii|liav« 

acoess  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  ft 

'  tlio«)cmgh  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  oflfered  for  the  observation  of  diseaeesand  their  taeatment  in  twoDi/tpamttM . 
dUtricts,  embracing  Wards  1,2  and  3,  and  in  eases  which  will  be  treated  at  the  room  daUi/.  £v 

inatroctlon  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinatioDs  at  least  t 
9uAeienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

Tor  farther  Information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  HaitA^^  - 
*•-— ^""-^    -  EPHRALM  1HICK;iIX 

ASA  B.  SNQWj.  M.D. 
E.  WALTfilQifeA'CB, 
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Abicesibs,  metastatio,  74 

Abaorption  of  booe,  singular  ease  of,  968 

Advertisements,  mediciu,  193 

Albany  Medical  College,  291,  416 

Alcott'^s  work  on  vegeuble  diet,  210, 337 

Alexander,  Dr.  £.  Case  of  hydatids  in  the 

liver,  37 
Alibert,  anecdotes  of,  77 
Amaarusis  from  plethora,  61 
Ampatations,  162 

Anatomical  lectures,  college  course  of,  194 
Aneurism,  secondary,  178 
Anomalous  disease  affecting  a  whole  fiun- 

ily,® 
Aorta,  ossification  of,  11 
Appetite,  rabid,  case  of,  231 
Armsby*s  lectures,  notice  of,  82 
Arsenic,  poisoning  by,  78 
Arteria  innorainata,  anomaly  of,  274 
Autopsy,  interesting,  187 
Avon  springs,  New  York,  161 

Bafureira  of  Cape  de  Verd,  notice  of,  307 
Barbee,  Dr.  W.  J.    Symptomatic  hemiple- 
gia, 863 
Bartlett,  Dr.  E.  Jr.     Poisoning  with  rhus 

radicans,  303 
Baths,  Whitlaw  medicated,  97 
Bedford*s  lectures  on  obstetrics,  66 
Bell's  Medical  Library  and  Journal,  371 
Bemis,  Dr.  C.  V.    Case  of  carcinomatous 

sarcoma,  120 ;  operation  of  lithotomy,  169 
Bic^tre  hospiul  at  Paris,  72 
Blind,  New  England  institution  for,  98, 

101  ;  account  of  a  blind,  deaf  and  dumb 

pupil,  101, 114 
Bloodletting,  363 ;  in  Turkey,  115 
Bone,  absorption  of,  322,  368 
Books,  medical,  prices  of,  189 
Boston  Medical  Journal,  now  volume,  16 ; 

Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  50  ; 

Medical  School,  265 ;  cemeteries  of,  384 ; 

Common  in,  notice  of  a  work  on,  323; 

Medical  Association,  371 
Botanical  query,  318 
Botany,  medical,  255 
Boyor,  notice  of,  77 

Boylston  Medical  Society,  ofiibers  of,  82 
Brain,  loss  of  a  portion  of,  recovery,  189 
Breath,  fcBtid,  cure  for,  67 
Brown,  Dr.  John  B.  on  curvatures  of  the 

spine,  139,  314 

Calculus,  operation  for  on  a  female,  110 
Cancer,  creosote  in,  195 
Capsicum,  26 

Carotid,  primitive,  ligature  of,  67 
Carroll  White  Sulphur  Springs,  335 
Cemeteries  in  Boston,  384,  400 
Chilblains,  ointment  for,  67 
Cholera  in  India,  339 
Cinchona  bark,  258 

Circulation  and  respiration,  relation  be- 
tween, 235, 245, 277,  293, 318 


Climate  in  New  York,  MaMachosetts  and 

Vermont,  387 
Coates's  Popular  Medicine,  notice  of,  191 
Communications,  anonymous,  130 
Comstock,  Dr.  Joseph.    Cose  of  hydrotho- 

raz,  10 ;  case  of  acute  hepatitis,  231, 253 
Conception,  extra-uterine,  case  of,  28 
Congress,  medical  doings  in,  385 
Connecticut,  Middlesex  County   medical 

meeting,  194  ;  Fairfield  County  medical 

meeting,  211  ;  insanity  in,  322 ;  Medical 

Society  of,  338 
Consumption,  pulmonarr,  85,  389 
Cornea,  transplanting  or,  95 ;  new  method 

of  removing  particles  of  iron  fit»m,  18 
Cottiog,  Dr.  B.  E.  Poisoning  by  arsenic,  78 
Cow-parsnip,  122, 155, 255,  286,  319, 416 
Creosote,  mode  of  obuining,  387 
Croton  oil  as  an  external  irritant,  173 
Crou^,  dissertation  on,  49;  case  of,  153 
Cupping  instruments,  163, 402 
Cystoplasty,  354 

Davenport,  Dr.  E.  J.  Hypopium  from  in- 
jury of  the  cornea,  142 ;  iaceration  of  the 
iris,  261 ;  case  of  anomalous  tumor  of 
the  eye-ball,  333 ;  encysted  tumor  of  the 
eyelids,  413 

Degree,  medical,  first  in  America,  419 

Delafield's  address,  notice  of,  49 ;  extract 
from,  57 

Delirium  tremens,  on  the  treatment  of,  165 

Diet,  low,  efi^ect  on  health,  273,  373 

Dissections  in  Paris,  418 

Douglas,  Dr.  G.  M.  Bony  subsuiice  found 
in  the  heart,  156 

Dropsy,  remarkable  case  of,  417 ;  ovarian, 
case  of,  205 

Drugs,  adulterated,  18 

Dubois,  anecdotes  of,  77 

Dupuytren,  notice  of  the  life  of,  43,  73 

Enr,  diseases  of,  291 

Eberic,  Dr.  John,  obituary  notico  of,  399 

Eiephanliasis  scroti,  50, 192 

Embryotomy,  case  of,  397 

Empiricism,  remarks  on,  10 

Epilepsy,  cured  by  trephining,  144,  320. 
^6,  345  ;  with  gangrene  of  Die  lung  anci 
tumor  of  the  brain,  46 

Erysipelas  in  hospitals,  162 

Eye,  new  muscle  of,  161 ;  manual  of  dis- 
eases of,  162 

Eyeball,  anomalous  tumor  of,  333 

Eyelid,  new,  formation  of,  130 ;  encysted 
tumors  of,  413 

Fee-bill  in  Washington  Co.  N.  Y.  50 

FcBtus,  maternal  influences  on,  92 

Food,  natural,  of  infants,  222 

Fossil  remains,  131 

Foundlings  brought  up  by  hand,  mortality 

Fractures,  195 
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France,  English  physicians  in,  258 
Frost,  Dr.  H.     Cases  of  anomalous  dis- 
ease, 220,  230 
Fungas  bsinaCodes,  330 

Gangrenous  sores,  tannate  of  lead  in,  07 
Geranium  maculatum,  122 
Glanders  in  the  human  subject,  34 
Gout,  treatment  of,  175 
Graves's  lectares,  GG 

Hematosis  in  the  infant,  339 
Hall,  Dr.  Marshall,  on  tubercle,  5,  21,  53, 
106,117;   on  prolapsus  uteri,  197;  on 
bloodletting,  3o3 ;  on  phthisis,  389 
Hamilton,  Dr.  C.  B.  on  cow-parsnip,  416  ^ 
Havana,  sickness  in,  322 
Hayward,  Dr.  George.     Trephining  for 

epilepsy,  325 
Health  law,  146 

Heart,  bony  substance  found  in,  157 
Hemiplegia,  symptomatic,  263 
Hepatitis,  acute,  case  of,  23 J ,  253 
Ueracleum,  botanic  description  of,  255 
Hernia,  retention  of  by  trusses,  190 
Hints  fbr  the  Young,  notice  of,  305 
Holmes,  Dr.  S.    Case  of  epilepsy,  &c.  46 
HomoBopathy,  Dr.  McNaughton  on,  209 
Hooping  cough,  assafetida  in,  173 
Hooker,  Dr.  C.  on  the  respiratory  and  cir- 
culating functions,  235, 245, 277,293, 318 
Hopkins  Medical  Association,  33d 
Hosmcr,  Dr.  H.     Anomalous  disease,  62 
Hospital,  insane,  at  Worcester,  112;    of 

midwifery  at  Berlin,  159 
Hospitals,  in  Paris,  42,  69 ;  marine,  82  ;  in- 
sane, in  the  United  States,  list  of,  310 
Howe,  Dr.  L.     Case  of  pneumonia  and 
malformation,  90 ;  case  of  monstrosity, 
91  ;  case  of  fungus  hasmatodes,  330 
Hurd,  Dr.  P.  H.    Surgical  cases,  109 
Hydatids  in  the  liver,  case  of,  37 
Hydrosis,  malignant,  174 
Hydrothorax,  case  of,  11 ;  digitalis  in,  243 
Uypopium  from  injury  of  the  cornea,  142 

Iliac  artery,  external,  ligature  of,  67 ;  pri- 
mary, ligature  of,  170 

India,  diseases  in,  211  ;  hook-swinging,  305 

India  rubber  articles,  96 

Infants,  natural  food  of,  222 

Insane  hospitals  in  the  United  States,  309 

Insanity,  moral,  124 

Invalids,  retreat  for,  258 

Iris,  laceration  of,  261,  417 

Iron,  hydriodate  of,  in  dischargee  iVom  the 
nose,  174 

Iron  ores,  analysis  of,  173 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  417 

Jewett,  Dr.  C.  on  prices  of  books,  &c.  190 

Knife  swallowed,  without  injury,  305 

Labor,  pseudo,  case  of,  329 

Larynx,  ulceration  of,  389 

Lead,  oxide  of,  soluble  in  water,  173 


Leeches,  scarcity  bf,  258, 391 

Lime,  chloride  of,  in  painful  wounds,  323 

Lip,  lower,  restoration  of,  290 

Lithotomy,  Dr.  ^e\^ens's  lectures  on,  127 ; 
operation  on  a  female,  110, 169 

Liver,  case  of  hydatids  in,  37 

London,  typhous  fever  in,  322 

Lowell,  mortality  in,  34 

Louis,  physician  of  Hotel  Dieu,  notice  of, 
43,  75 ;  on  tubercle,  8,  21,  53 ;  on  phthi- 
sis, 391 

Louisville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surge-, 
ry,  257;  Medical  Institute,  114, 163 

Lung,  absence  of,  175 ;  gangrene  of,  46 

Magnetism,  animal,  403,  418 

Magnetic  electrical  machine,  new,  113,  220 

Malformation,  case  of,  90 

Marriage,  influence  of  on  human  life,  127 

Marvin,  Dr.  L.  Loss  of  a  portion  of  the 
brain,  189 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  offioers 
of,  34  ;  annual  report  of  trustees,  48 

Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  counsel- 
lors' meeting,  31 ;  by-laws  of^  ^ ;  annual 
meeting,  272,  288;  officers  of,  289 

McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  64 

McRuer,  Dr.  D.  on  nervous  diseases,  201 

Meatus  auditorius  externus,  absence  of,  158 

Medical  works,  new,  17,  06 

Medical  journal  in  New  Orleans,  178 

Medicine,  in  France,  Engkind  and  Germa- 
ny, 145 ;  new  work  on  the  theory  and 
practice  of,  129 

Mercury,  Dr.  Sigmond's  lectures  on,  133, 
149, 18l,:M5I,379,40e 

Midwifery,  lectures  on,  17;  practice  of,  57; 
statistics  of,  at  the  University  of  Berlin, 
159;  the  Philadelphia  System  of,  177,258 

Milk  sickness,  387 

Milk  from  tumors  in  the  axilla,  291 ;  hu- 
man, 174 

Militia  surgeons,  271 

Miscellany,  medical,  19,  35,  51,  83,98, 115, 
131,147, 163,  179,  195,  227,  259,  275, 
323,  355,  403,  419 

Missionary  service,  physicians  in,  81 

Monopolies,  medical,  abroad,  146 

Monstrosity,  case  of,  91 

Morphia,  test  of,  67 

Mussey,  Professor,  removal  to  Ohio,  353 

'Navy,  medical  appointments  in,  115 

Nervous  diseases,  201 

Nervous  system,  194 

Neuralgia  treated  by  blue  pill,  178 

New  Hampshire,  lunatic  hospital  in,  370    ; 

New  Orleans,  Physico-Medical  Society,  37V 

New  York,  bill  of  mortality,  97;  transac- 
tions of  Medical  Society,  194 ;  medical 
prize  fund,  210,  371 ;  University  Medir 
cal  school,  339,  401  ;  Medical  Society  of 
City  and  County,  371,  400 

Nose,  mineral,  manufacture  of,  223 

Ohio,  Medical  College  of,  353 
Ophthalmia,  on  the  treatment  of,  347 
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Ophthalmic  qoaekeryi  65 

Opiom-eating,  128 

Ovarian  tumor,  removal  of,  19 

Pace's  new  macnetio  electrical  maohinei 
113,226 

Palate,  cleft,  unBacceaeiiil  operation  for,  98 

Palmer,  Dr.  D.  Lecture  on  ■mallpoz  and 
vaccination,  104 

Paris,  medical  men  and  hospitals,  48, 69 

Parker,  Dr.  A.  Maternal  influences  on  the 
fietus,  92 

Partridge,  Dr.  O.  Craneshill,  cow-parsnip 
and  masterwort,  124,  286 

Pathological  anatomy,  elements  of,  83 

Pathology,  elements  of,  a  new  work,  274 

Pennsylvania  hospital,  accidents  in,  146 

People's  Doctor,  notice  of,  402 

Philadelphia,  mortality  of,  98 

Phiiosopny,  medical,  treatise  on,  335,  385 

Phrenology,  lectures  on,  371 

Phthisis,  tubercular,  5,21,53,85, 106, 117, 
389 

Physick,  Dr.  P.  S.,  obituanr  notice  of,  365 

Plague  in  Persia,  339 ;  in  Samoa,  408 

Plethora,  amaurosis  from,  61 

Plica  polonica,  4  Id 

Pneumonia,  in  children,  306 ;  kermes  min- 
eral in,  354  ;  with  malformation,  90 

PotaH,  hydriodate  of,  130 

Practice,  medical,  874 

Professonhips,  vacant,  305 

Puerperal  sore  mouth,  questions,  16 

Pupil,  artificial,  271 

Purgatives,  Dr.  Sigmond's  remarks  on,  411 

Queen  of  England,  her  phyaicians,  49 

Respiration  of  the  new-bom  child,  173 
Respiratory  and  circulating  functions,  rela- 
tion between,  235, 245, 277, 293,  318 
Rheumatism,  acute  articular,  213 
Rhinoplastic  operation,  129, 211 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Societjr,  401 
Rhus  radicans,  remedy  for  poison  of,  303 
Richmond,  Vs.,  medical  college  at,  354 
Rodgers,  Dr.  D.  L.,  compliment  to,  227 

Salivation,  violent,  acetate  of  lead  lor,  195 
Salp^tri^re  hospital,  at  Paris,  70 
Sarcoma,  carcinomatous,  in  the  arm,  120 
Sarlandiere's  anatomicalplates,  402 
Scarifying  instruments,  3^9 
Schools,  medical,  243 ;  in  the  Valley  of  the 

Mississippi,  275 
Senex.    Remarks  on  capsicum,  26 
Skull,  human,  power  of  reaistance  in,  369 
Smallpox,  Dr.  Palmer's  lectures  on,  ^, 

104;  among  the  Indiana,  114 ;  decrease 

of  mortality  from,  178 
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DR.  MARSHALL   HALL  ON  TUBERCLE. 

G^I'he  lectures  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  on  the  Theory  abd  Practice  of 
edicine,  now  in  course  of  delivery  at  the  Webb-street  Theatre  of 
Anatomy  and  Medicine,  London,  and  which  are  reported  in  full  in  the 
Lancet,  are  exceedingly  valuable  and  interesting.  Were  they  less  volo- 
minous,  we  should  copy  them,  entire,  into  the  Journal.  Such  parts  will 
be  selected,  however,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  limits  of  the  Journal 
will  permit,  not  doubting  that  they  will  be  read  with  interest  by  the  pro- 
fession in  this  country.  We  commence  with  Dr.  H.'s  remarks  on  tu- 
bercles, the  value  of  which  is  enhanced  by  the  introduction  of  some 
interesting  documents  from  M.  Ijouis,  of  Paris,  not  before  published.] 

Gentlemen :— I  have  thus  given  you  as  nsefiU  and  as  practical  a  view 
of  inflammation  as  possible.  1  now  proceed  to  do  the  same  in  regard  to 
tubercles.  After  inflammation,  tubercle  is  the  most  miportant  of  the 
subjects  comprised  in  the  theory  of  medicine,  or  pathology. 

Whilst  inflammation  frequently  constitutes  processes  of  reparation 
or  restoration,  and  eflfects  those  purposes  in  the  most  marvellous  man- 
ner, unaided,  or  directed  l^y  the  skill  of  the  surgeon,  the  tendency  of 
tuberele  is  always  destructive  ;  it  arises  from  a  morbid  condition  of  the 
system  ;  and  it  issues  in  devastations  of  the  part  or  parts  affected,  which, 
if  internal,  ultimately  prove  fatal. 

It  is  true  that  inflammation  frequently  induces  the  effusion  or  secre« 
tion  of  serum  and  pus,  which,  being  fluid,  have  no  tendency  to  become 
organized  ;  or  the  softening  or  ulceration  of  parts,  which  are  destructive 
processes ;  but,  frequently,  instead  of  these,  coagulable  lymph  or  albu- 
mino-fibrine  is  deposited,  and  this  substance  generally  tends  to  become 
assimilated  with  the  living  solids ;  the  process  is  one  of  restoration,  or 
of  reparation.  Some  degree  of  softening  and  actual  ulceration  even 
may,  in  this  manner,  be  effectually  remedial. 

But  in  the*  case  of  tubercle,  everything  tends  to  destruction,  to  dis- 
organization ;  the  tubercle  itself,  solid  at  the  first,  softens  and  liquefies  ; 
the  oi^an  in  which  it  is  situated,  and  the  system  at  torge,  are  involved  in 
fatal  changes* 

This  distinction  between  inflammation  and  tubercle,  and  other  morbid 
processes  of  a  similar  tendency,  has  been  forcibly  insisted  on  by  Lob- 
stein,  who  has  expressed  the  two  modes  of  action  by  distinct  terms ; 
the  first  be  designates  by  the  term  euplasy ;  it  obtains  in  the  formation 
of  cicatri]^  ice. ;  the  qeoood  hp  terms  eicoflam;  it  leads  t»  deposiu* 
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which  tend  to  softening  and  destruction  ;  such  are  tubercle,  melaoons, 
encephalosis,  scirrhus,  &tc.  The  former  is  usually  a  topical  aflfection  ; 
the  latter  arise  from  a  morbid  diathesis  of  the  system,  and  invade  several 
orpns  or  sy stents  simultaneously. 

Tubercle  is  hereditary,  and,  doubtless,  frequently  congenital.  It  is 
heterogeneous  from  the  living  solid,  and  incapable  of  organization. 

It  is  to  the  works  of  Bayle  and  Laennec,  of  M.  Louis  and  M.  An- 
dral,  and  Dr.  Carswell,  that  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  our  knowledge 
of  tubercle. 

I.  The  Catues  of  Tubercle. — The  causes  of  inflammation  are  prin- 
cipally external,  and  only  occasionally  constitutional ;  the  causes  of  tu- 
bercle are  almost  invariably  such  as  induce  a  morbid  diathesis,  a  sort  oi 
cachexia,  through  the  medium  of  which  tubercle  is  generated.  This 
diathesis  is  the  result  of — 1.  Hereditary  disposition.  2.  Cold  and  damp 
soil,  or  air.  3.  Insufficient  food.  4.  Insufficient  clothing.  5.  Insuffi- 
cient exercise,  air,  or  light.  6.  The  depressing  passions,  7.  Attacks 
of  fever,  inflammation,  dyspepsia,  &c.  8.  The  use  of  bloodletting, 
mercury,  tic. 

To  ray  account  of  the  immediate  causes  of  tubercles,  I  may  add  that 
of  the  influence, — 1.  Of  age.     2.  Of  sex.     3.  Of  season,  See. 

Innumerable  painful  facts  prove  the  existence  and  influence  of  heredi- 
tary disposition  to  tubercle.  The  youthful  members  of  a  family  are 
frequently  affected  with  tubercles  in  succession  ;  in  one  family  the  dis- 
ease may  aflfect  the  lungs,  in  another  it  may  affect  the  mesenteric  glands, 
in  several  individuals  in  succession.  Tubercles  have  been  found  in  the 
lungs  of  the  foetus. 

Tuberculous  disease  is  frequent  in  cold  and  damp  situations.  It  is  far 
less  so  on  high  mountains,  as  the  Alps,  and  on  sea-coasts.  The  late  Dr. 
Wells  has,  however,  adduced  many  interesting  facts,  which  tend  to 
prove  that  tuberculous  disease  is  little  known  in  localities  in  which  inter- 
mittent fever  prevails.  He  attempts  to  explain  this  fact  on  the  princi- 
ple ''  that  the  existence  of  one  disease  in  the  human  body,  or  even  a 
tendency  to  one  disease,  often  renders  it  less  susceptible  of  another." 
Neither  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  and  America,  nor  the  temperate 
climates  of  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Greece,  enjoy  any  immunity 
from  this  terrible  disease.  The  inhabitants  of  tbe  country  are  less  sub- 
ject to  tubercles  than  those  of  towns,  and  especially  than  those  of  crowd- 
ed cities. 

It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  that  deficient  food  and  clothing  predispose  to 
tuberculous  disease.  Dr.  Withering  stated,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Beddoes, 
published  in  1793,  that  butchers  are  exempt  from  consumption.  It  is 
also  generally  admitted  that  the  want  of  exercise  and  the  privation  of 
wholesome  air,  and  of  light,  have  the  same  baneful  influence  in  disposing 
to  this  disease. 

That  the  depressing  passions  have  a  Similar  influence,  even  when  no 
predisposition  to  tubercular  affection  existed,  I  have  recently,  alas,  bad 
painful  evidence,  in  the  case  of  a  near  relative.  Laennec  observes, 
<<  Parroi  les  causes  occasionelles  de  la  phthiaie  pulmonaire.Je  p'ai  pas 
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eonnu  de  plus  certaines  que  les  passions  tristes,  surtout  quand  elles  soot 
profondes  et  de  longue  dur^e." 

Attacks  of  fever,  of  inflammation,  of  acute  dyspepsia,  ha?e  led  to 
the  development  of  tubercles ;  tbe  excesave  loss  of  blood,  and  tbe  in- 
fluence of  mercury,  have  a  similar  baneful  tendency. 

In  general,  whatever  impairs  the  strength  and  the  tone  of  tbe  sys- 
tem, favors  the  formation  of  tubercle ;  whilst  whatever  invigorates  and 
nourishes,  operates  as  a  preventive  of  this  direful  malady. 

Such  are  the  principal  circumstances  which  promote,  or  obviate,  the 
tendency  to  tubercle.  There  are  two  other  conditions  of  the  system 
which  co-operate  with  this  tendency. 

The  6rst  of  these  is  the  youtliful  age  of  the  patient.  Tubercle  has, 
indeed,  been  observed  in  the  foetus,  in  children  less  than  a  year  old,  and 
in  octogenarians ;  but  it  occurs  most  frequently  between  tbe  ages  of  fif- 
teen and  fifty.  Tlie  following  table,  taken  from  Bayle,  displays  the  mor- 
tality from  pulmonary  tubercle,  in  the  diflTerent  ages  : 

Af;es.  Deaths. 

From  15  to    90  years  10 

"    20  •'    30     "  33 

"   30  "    40     «  23 

«   40  "    50     "  21 

"50  "60     «  15 

«   60  "    70     «  8 


100 
This  agrees  very  nearly  with  the  subsequent  observations  of  M.  Louis 
as  set  forth  in  the  following  table : 

Ages.  Deaths. 

From  15  to  20  years  11 

"  20  "  30  «  39 

"  80  «  40  «  33 

"  40  "  50  "  23 

"  60  "  60  "  12 

"  60  "  70  "  5 

T23 

Laennec  simply  remarks,  in  opposition  to  the  statement  of  Bayle, 
that  the  female  sex  is  more  subject  to  pulmonary  tubercle  than  the  male. 
M.  Louis  observes  that,  of  the  123  patients  of  whom  the  several  ages 
are  given  in  the  preceding  table,  70  were  women  and  58  men,  and  of 
43  patients  who  died  of  other  chronic  diseases,  tubercles  were  found  in 
the  lungs  of  25  women  and  15  men  ;  the  sums  of  these  two  series  being 
95  and  73. 

Season  would  appear  to  have  little  influence  on  the  devebpment  and 
progress  of  tubercle,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  subjoined  table  of  tbe 
deaths  in  244  cases  of  phthisis,  taken  from  Bayle ;  of  these — 
54  occurred  in  Spring 

68         -         .        .     «      .         •         .  Summer 

64         -         ..«.         .         .         Autumn     j 
68         -         .        .     «     -         .         .Digitized^ini^y   Jie 
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Havmg  mack  these  reinairks  on  the  causcf  of  tubercles,  drawn  from 
my  own  observation  and  reading,  I  shall  now  introduce  the  first  part  and 
9pecia)en  of  an  invaluable  manuscript,  confided  to  me  for  this  purpose, 
fay  my  friend,  M.  Louis,  and  containing  the  result  of  bis  labors  before 
and  since  the  publicaiioa  of  his  incomparable  work  upon  phthisis : — 

<<  Cau^ef. — The  analyses  to  which  1  luve  devoted  myself  have  less 
Enabled  ipe  to  discover  (he  causes  of  phthisis  than  to  appreciate  certaio 
opinions  of  authors  upon  this  subject.  In  studying  two  orders  of  facts, 
the  first  relating  to  cases  of  phthisis,  the  second  to  cases  of  other  dis- 
eases, in  a  certain  number  of  which  there  were  tubercles  in  the  lungs,  I 
have  found  that  phthisis  is  less  frequent  in  men  than  in  womeo,  in  the 
proportion  of  55  to  72,  a  difference  of  some  importance,  and  confirmed 
by  researches  made  since  the  publication  of  my  work  on  phthisis. 

'^  Since  this  publication,  too,  M.  Benoiston,  de  Chateau  Neuf,  has 
analysed  a  still  more  considerable  mass  of  facts,  taken  from  the. registers 
of  the  hospitals  of  Paris,  and  has  arrived  at  a  similar  result,  the  propor- 
tion being,  after  the  age  of  15,  as  3  to  5. 

'<  A  similar  remark  applies  to  infancy  before  the  age  of  15.  M.  Pa- 
pavoin  has  found  that  in  532  children  of  the  female  sex,  and  between  2 
and  15  years  of  age,  who  died  at  the  Hopital  des  Enfans,  338,  or  about 
two  thirds,  had  tubercles  ;  whilst  in  387  boys,  only  210,  or  7-13tbs,  a 
little  more  than  one  half,  were  so  affected. 

*^  On  the  other  hand,  severe  pneumonia  and  catarrh  are  more  frequent 
in  men  than  in  women,  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  2  to  1,  a  fact  which 
contradicts  the  general  opinion  that  inflammations  of  the  lung  are  the 
most  frequent  cause  of  phthisn. 

**  In  addition  to  this  I  may  observe,  that  in  1 1  cases  of  dilatatioo  of 
the  bronchia,  of  from  2  to  6  years'  duration,  in  subjects  who  had  not 
experienced  symptoms  of  phthisis,  I  found  in  8  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  bronchia  of  triple  or  quadruple  its  natural  thickness,  of  an  intense 
redness,  and  as  if  granulated ;  in  a  word,  manifestly  inflamed ;  and  yet 
in  the  whole  11  cases,  3  only  were  complicated  with  tubercles,  a  pro- 
portion similar  to  that  observed  in  other  cases  of  fatal  disease,  not 
phthisical. 

'^  Emphysema  of  the  lung;?  is  generally  accompanied  by  cough  and 
chronic  pulmonary  catarrh,  which  may  continue  10,  20,  or  30  years,  or 
more,  without  producing  the  symptoms  of  tubercles. 

«  Of  44  subjects  who  died  of  disease  of  the  heart,  whose  cases  1  took 
at  La  Charit6,  19  had  hypertrophy  of  the  right  auricle,  with  or  without 
dilatation,  and  29  had  a  similar  affection  of  the  corresponding  ventricle ; 
6  of  the  29  had  the  pulmonary  artery  dilated  and  hypertrophied  even 
to  its  minutest  divisions,  a  result  of  the  aogmeuted  force  with  which  the 
blood  had  been  propelled  along  it.  Yet  of  the  whole  44  cases,  2  only 
were  affected  with  tubercles,  and  these  but  in  small  number;  whereas,  in 
50  cases  of  cancer  of  different  organs,  in  patients  of  the  same  age,  taken 
at  the  same  time,  11  presented  tubercles. 

"  Lastly,  when  we  only  find  tubercles  or  grey  senM-transparent  grann- 
latioiis  in  the. lung,  the  bronchia  offer  no  traces  of  inflammation.  They 
are  only  inflamed,  with  redness  and  thickening,  in  cases  of^exoavationi 
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and  then  only  those  branches  which  are  in  communication  with  those 
excavations.  Hence  we  mast  conclude,  that  inflammation  is  an  effect, 
and  that,  doubtless,  of  the  continual  contact  of  the  sputa  or  contents  of 
the  cavities  with  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  and  not  the  cause  of 
the  tubercles. 

**  On  the  other  hand,  of  46  subjects  carried  off  by  typhoid  fever,  4 
presented  some  tubercles  or  semi-transparent  grey  granulations  at  the 
summit  of  the  lunes ;  and  these  subjects  had  died  from  the  25tb  to  the 
46th  day  of  the  disease,  whereas  none  of  those  who  died  before  the 
fiirmer  period,  presented  any  tuberculous  affection.  We  must  thus  con* 
elude,  that  the  protracted  duration  of  the  disease  had  contributed  to  the 
formation  of  the  tubercles. 

''  The  influence  of  climate  is  not  so  ineontestibly  proved  as  is  gen- 
erally supposed,  for  this  proof  can  only  result  from  calculations,  and  the 
materials  for  these  calculations  probably  eiiist  only  at  Paris,  where  the 
subjects  are  opened  in  all  the  establishments. 

"  Almost  all  the  monkeys  which  die  at  Paris  die  of  tubercles,  and  it 
bas  been  concluded  that  they  die  from  the  influence  of  cold.  But  be- 
fore coming  to  such  a  conclusion,  it  would  be  necessary  to  ascertain,  first, 
(be  proportion  of  tubercles  in  the  monkey  tribe  in  hot  climates,  and  in 
the  second  place  the  influence  of  a  change  in  habits,  nutriment,  be. 
Almost  all  the  cows  kept  in  stables  in  Paris  are  said  to  die  of  tubercles  } 
here  we  cannot  suspect  the  influence  of  cold. 

"  A  fact  already  mentioned,  viz.,  the  greater  prevalence  of  phthisis 
amongst  women  than  men,  should  lead  to  the  same  result,  for  the  former 
are  far  less  exposed  to  the  alterations  of  heat  and  cold  than  the  latter. 

"Tight  stays  and  other  clothing  have  been  considered  a  cause  of 
phthisis ;  and  this  idea  has  seemed  to  be  supported  by  the  fact  just 
mentioned  of  its  greater  frequency  among  women  than  among  men. 
But  this  cause  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  operate  amongst  the  patients 
of  La  Charit^,  from  whose  cases  1  have  deduced  my  conclusions  ;  and 
we  roust  not  forget  that  phthisis  prevails  more  in  the  female  sex  in 
infancy. 

"  On  the  other  band,  these  latter  facts  seem  to  support  the  ancient 
idea  of  the  lymphatic  temperament  being  a  predisposing  cause  of 
tubercles." 

II.  The  appearances  and  changes  of  Tubercles ;  the  Chrmulatiom 
of  Bayle. — ^Tubercle,  in  its  simplest  and  least  dangerous  form,  consists 
of  opaque  bodies  of  a  yelbwisb-white  color,  of  the  consistency  of  very 
viscid  pus,  or  of  cheese,  the  particles  of  which  have  little  cohesion- 
varying  in  size  from  that  of  a  millet  seed  to  that  of  a  pea  or  of  a  nut — 
sometimes  isolated  and  globular  or  oval,  sometimes  agglomerated  into 
masses  of  various  size  and  form,  sometimes  infiltrated  into  the  tissue  of 
the  organ  in  which  it  is  situated,  and  sometimes  surrounded  by  a  dis- 
tinct cyst. 

Tubercle  occurs,  then,  under  the  following  forms  principally  :  1.  The 
isolated.     2.  The  agglomerated.     3.  The  infiltrated.    4.  The  encysted. 

Tubercle  appears  to  be  a  formation  or  secretion  totally  distinct  or  he- 
terogeneous from  any  natural  or  morbid  structure ;  it  is  inorganisabiei 
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and  incapable,  of  course,  of  being  injected  ;  it  is  as  a  foreign  body  in 
the  midst  of  the  living  solid,  and  there  is  a  constant  disposition,  in  that 
solid,  to  effect  its  solution  and  discharge  from  the  body. 

Bayle  has  described  an  appearance  in  the  lungs  which  be  has  desig- 
nated by  the  term  granulations;  he  observes:  '^  The  lungs  are  studded 
Q  farcis,'  whence  the  term  used  by  veterinarians^  with  miliary,  shining, 
transparent  granulations,  sometimes  marked  witn  brilliant,  black  points 
or  lines.  These  granulations  appear  of  the  nature  and  consistence  of 
cartilage ;  their  size  varies  from  that  of  a  millet  seed  to  that  of  a  grain 
of  wheat ;  they  are  never  opaque,  and  do  not  soften.  By  these  cha- 
racters they  are  distinguished  from  miliary  tubercles,  which  have  the 
same  magnitude,  but  are  always  grey  or  white,  and  opaque,  and  which 
eventually  soften  completely. 

Laennec  is  of  opinion  that  these  granulations  are  the  6rst  stage  of  tu- 
bercle. M.  Louis  is  of  the  same  opinion.  M.  Andral,  on  the  contrary, 
contends  that  they  are  merely  inflamed  portions  of  the  pulmonary  lo- 
bules.    We  shall  advert  to  this  subject  hereafter. 

Tubercle  appears  to  be  a  morbid  secretion.  Its  size  augments  by  the 
addition  of  fresh  particles  of  the  same  kind.  It  at  the  6rst  infiltrates  the 
texture  in  which  it  is  found  ;  afterwards  it  becomes  isolated  from  that 
texture,  except  in  the  case  of  diffused  infiltration.  It  then  becomes 
infiltrated  itself,  softened^  and  transformed  into  a  puriform  fluid.  It 
acts  as  a  thorn  or  other  foreign  body,  inducing  the  secretion  of  pus 
in  the' textures  by  which  it  is  contained.  Eventually,  like  such  other 
foreign  body,  it  is,  if  possible,  removed  from  the  economy*  It  then 
leaves  a  cavity,  an  ulcer^  which,  in  rare  instances,  contracts  and 
cicatrizes. 

Ordinary  tubercles  contain  about  ninety-eight  parts  of  animal,  and 
two  fmrts  of  saline,  matter,  viz.,  the  muriate  of  soda,  and  the  phosphate 
and  .carbonate  of  lime.  In  some  cases  they  undergo  a  calauous  trans- 
formation, and  they  then  consist  of  three  parts  of  animal,  and  ninety- 
seven  parts  of  sarme,*matter.  This  calculons  transformation  is  observed 
in  the  lungs,  in  the  mesenteric  glands,  &c.     It  is  opposed  to  softening. 

Tubercles  are  principally  developed  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  or- 
gans. They  may  be  sub-mucous,  sub-serous,  intra -muscular;  they  may 
occur  in  the  substance  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  the  liver,  the 
spleen,  the  kidney,  the  testis,  the  absorbent  glands,  the  bones,  &c.  Tu- 
bercle has  been  seen  on  the  surface  of  mucous  membrane,  free  from  ul- 
ceration ;  in  the  mucous  follicles ;  and  in  the  lymphatic  vessels ;  in 
these,  and  some  other  cases,  it  is  obvious  that  other  textures  beside  the 
cellular  membrane,  had  poured  out  tuberculous  matter. 

[To  be  continued.] 


ON    EMPIRICISM,  AND  A  CASE    OF  HYDROTHOEAX,  WITH   OSSIH- 
CATION   OF  THE  AORTA. 

[Gommuniemted  for  the  Boeton  Jfledlcal  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

That  in  this  enlightened  age,  and  in  this  our  well-educated  part  of  the 
prorldi  we  should  find  whole  families  infidels  as  to  regular-bred  physi* 
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ciansi  and  Grm  believers  in  empiricism  and  empirical  poisons,  is  one 
of  those  anomalies  least  to  be  looked  for,  but  yet  to  be  found.  There 
is  still  in  the  world  the  great  vulgar,  who  ought  long  ago  to  have  soared 
above  the  little  vulgar,  who,  strangely  reckless  of  their  own  health,  have 
ever  pestered  the  medical  profession.  But  we  find  the  fonner  still 
treading  the  same  murky  and  marshy  path,  without  mounting  the  road 
of  life,  that  is  well  paved,  well  lighted,  and  void  of  the  poisonous  ex* 
halations  of  the  shores  of  the  dead  sea.  The  notion  that  no  systematic 
course  of  medicine  is  to  be  pursued,  but  that  a  single  prescription,  of 
pill  or  powder,  is  to  remove  all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to,  and  that  at 
once,  is  one  of  the  absurdities  which  at  present  prevails.  As  well  might 
the  farmer  adopt  a  like  hasty  notion,  and  dig  up  his  seed  at  the  end  of 
the  day,  or  the  week,  because  it  had  not  produced  a  crop.  They  re* 
mind  us  of  the  child  who  cries  for  its  apple  to  be  roasted  and  cooled 
before  it  has  been  long  enough  at  the  fire  to  be  warmed. 

There  is  certainly  a  deficiency  or  falsity  of  education  among  us, 
which  calls  for  a  philosophic,  systematic,  and  energetic  amendment. 
The  managers  of  the  public  press,  who  very  properly  exclude  an  ad* 
vertisement  of  the  intoxicating  potation,  and  of  the  infidel  publication, 
admit  whole  columns  recommending  nostrums,  catholicons,  panaceas, 
and  all  kinds  of  quack  medicines ;  the  general  reading  of  which  tends 
to  derange  the  public  mind  and  lead  it  astray  from  science,  biasing  it  to 
place  a  reliance,  when  sickness  shall  weaken  the  reasoning  powers,  upon 
inert  or  pernicious  drugs  and  compounds — and  having,  likewise,  the  im- 
moral tendency  of  teaching  the  reader  that  miraculous  powers  reside  io 
the  manufacturing  doctor  or  his  vaunted  specific,  when  it  is  in  fact  per- 
nicious or  inert.  There  is  such  an  intimate  connection  between  the 
mind  and  body,  that  if  the  one  is  unsound  the  other  is  not  healthy. 

We  view  infidelity  in  the  regular-bred  and  scientific  physician,  as 
pernicious  to  health,  as  is  the  lack  of  faith  to  morals.  The  foundation 
of  a  belief  in  nostrums  is  fallacious  and  immoral,  as  conflicting  with  the 
great  order  of  events,  and  the  whole  plan  of  creation.  It  is  an  evil 
wide  spread,  overwhelming  and  monstrous,  for  which  the  community  is 
more  culpable  than  the  quacks.  It  assumes  the  principle  that  health 
can  be  retained  without  care,  sickness  removed  without  science,  and 
remedies  prove  eflScient  without  any  kind  of  adaptation  to  the  case. 

We  were  led  into  this  train  of  reflections  by  the  death  of  a  valuable 
citizen,  Mr.  H.,  who  with  his  family  were  everything  in  society  that  be 
and  they  ought  to  have  been,  except  a  reliance  upon  quack  doctors  and 
their  trash,  in  cases  of  sickness.  Mr.  H.,  for  more  than  two  years,  bad 
been  subject  to  falling  suddenly  down,  in  apparent  syncope,  or  as* 
phyxia  ;  during  which  time  he  had  no  regular  medical  attendant,  nor  no 
systematic  mode  of  treatment.  Some  remedies  were  used,  but  were 
soon  changed  for  others,  as  fancy  dictated,  or  as  his  family  or  friends 
advised,  so  that  when  he  became  my  patient  I  could  obtain  but  little 
knowledge  of  his  previous  medication.  Nor  was  1  able  to  carry  my 
plan  of  treatment  into  regular  system  ;  for  a  newspaper  nostrum,  or  a 
friendly  prescription,  from  one  who  was  not  a  physk;ian,  was  prettj 
aure  to  have  a  trial.    Nor  could  my  remonstrances  overcome  the  veiBa- 
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lility  of  mj  patient,  aod  especially  of  his  wife,  who  was  an  unbelierer 
ID  all  regular-bred  physicians,  with  a  strange  prejudice  against  some  of 
their  roost  innocent  medicines. 

Although  the  diagnosis  in  this  case  was  not  very  clear,  I  was  satisGed 
that  Mr.  H.  .bad  water  in  his  chest.  And  yet  be  had  no  difficulty  of 
breathing,  e&cept  in  those  fits  of  syncope  already  noticed,  which  were 
not  frequent,  but  at  very  distant  intervals.  These  paroxysms,  by  the 
best  information  I  could  obtain,  bore  a  strong  resemblance  to  stemalgia^ 
the  angina  pectoris  of  Heberden.  At  other  times  bis  appearance  did 
not  indicate  any  kind  of  ill  health.  His  pulse  was  natural,  except  that 
in  one  wrist  it  was  uniformly  smaller  than  in  the  other ;  from  which  1 
Inferred  a  fatal  termination,  having  never  known  a  case  of  final  recovery 
in  any  disease,  or  even  accident,  when  this  state  of  pulse  permanently 
existed.  It  denotes  an  organic  aflfection  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  or  both. 
At  least  such  seems  to  me  to  be  the  pathology.  One  of  the  prescript 
tioas  for  Mr.  H.  wns  as  follows.  R.  Baccae  junip.j^  polygala  seneka,  aa 
Siii. ;  scilla  mar.,  3iij*;  boil  in  four  quarts  of  water  to  two  quarts; 
strain  and  add  sp.  nit.  dul..  Si  v.  Dose,  a  wine  glass  full  three  times  a 
day.  But  spirits  of  nitre  happening  to  have  been  mentioned  in  the  pa- 
tient's bearing,  he  refused  to  take  it  if  combined  with  that  article.  This 
was  On  account  of  the  prejudice  of  bis  wife  against  sal  nitre.  This  she 
alleged  he  bad  taken  some  ten  or  twelve  years  before,  and  that  it  had 
so  cooled  him  that  be  had  never  got  over  it !  It  is  thus  that  we  some- 
times find  persons  of  good  sense  so  prejudged  against  a  bannless  remedy 
as  to  refuse  it,  even  when  they  know  that  their  lives  are  in  danger  from 
their  disease.  A  substitute  was  made  for  nitric  ether,  but  the  amount 
of  the  dose  prescribed  was  never  complied  with. 

Is  it  not  one  of  the  traits  of  character  of  liberty  and  independence, 
for  patients  not  to  be  bound  by  the  directions  of  their  medical  advisers  ? 
We  sometimes  hear  of  our  land  being  a  land  of  liberty,  from  those  who 
are  strictly  enjoined  to  follow  our  prescriptions.  And  hence  they  take 
the  liberty  not  to  comply.  Mr.  H.  was  a  wealthy  farmer,  and  from 
choice  pursued  his  vocation  with  assiduity  ;  and  like  Cincinnatus,  with- 
held not  his  own  hand.  Although  it  was  at  an  advanced  period  of  his 
disease  that  he  put  himself  under  the  care  of  the  writer,  yet  he  was  not 
restrained  by  his  advice  from  twice  a  day  milking  five  of  his  thirty  cows 
With  his  own  hands,  as  he  had  done  formerly.  He  also  went  to  mill 
himself  in  the  cold  of  autumn  and  beginning  of  winter,  to  have  proven- 
der prepared  for  his  fattening  beeves,  a  distance  of  three  miles.  He 
tame  to  me  for  his  medicine  and  advice,  and  I  was  never  called  on  to 
make  him  a  single  visit,  except  on  the  day  of  his  death.  The  day  be- 
fore this  event  (December  17th)  was  a  cold  day,  yet  he  came  to  my 
bouse  alone,  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  in  bis  carriage,  and  drove  a 
spirited  liorse.  He  conversed,  at  this  his  last  visit,  with  spirit  and  cheer- 
fulness, with  no  external  appearance  of  deviation  from  health.  His 
lower  extremities  had  slightly  bloated  previous  to  this,  but  the  oedema 
had  entirely  disappeared.  Still  there  remained  a  smaller  pulse  in  the 
right  wrist  than  in  the  left,  as  though  the  artery  had  a  diminished  calibre, 
md  it  fiot  been  for  this,  1  should  have  had  hopes  of  bb  recoveiy.    I 
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may  here  remark  that,  after  he  put  himself  uoder  my  care,  be  neTer 
had  any  of  his  6ts  of  falling  down  in  asphyxia.  This  I  attributed, 
whether  correctly  or  not,  to  a  preparation  of  Peruvian  balsam,  ether 
vitriol,  and  oil  of  the  root  of  sassafras ;  a  preparation  which,  with  us, 
has  had  an  admirable  effect  in  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  other  affec- 
tions of  that  organ. 

December  18.  I  was  called  in  haste,  and  found  Mr.  H.  in  ariiculo 
mortis.  It  was  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  This  was  somewhat  un* 
expected,  as  in  my  own  experience  I  had  found,  in  ca^es  of  hydrotbo- 
rax,  that  the  lower  extremities  became  oedematous  before  the  closing 
catastrophe.  But  this  case  was  an  exception.  1  was  informed  by  Mrs. 
H.,  that  at  four  o'clock  that  morning  he  arose  to  the  urinal,  at  which  in* 
stant  he  complained  of  his  head ;  that  he  lay  down  with  a  short  and 
rattling  respiration,  and  soon  began  to  cough,  sweat  and  expectorate  ; 
neither  of  which  symptoms  had  he  ever  before  experienced.  And  the 
reader  may  well  conceive  that  had  I  not  known  the  family  peculiarities, 
I  should  have  felt  surprise  at  the  omission  of  (sailing  in  medical  aid  until 
the  afternoon,  for  these  symptoms  had  continued  unabated  until  my 
arrival,  with  slight  occasional  interruptions  of  mentality  also. 

The  sweating  was  astonishingly  profuse.  It  had  not  only  entirely 
wet  the  patient's  dress,  but  the  bed  clothes,  for  nearly  half  a  yard  on 
each  side  of  him,  were  drenched.  He  had  vomited  several  times,  an 
occurrence  which  had  never  before  taken  place  during  his  illness.  All 
these  new  features  of  the  disease  passed  with  the  wife  for  one  of  the 
former  fainting  fiu  of  Mr.  H.,  although  entirely  different.  Nor  was  I 
credited  by  her  when  1  announced  his  dissolution  at  hand.  At  four 
o'clock  Mr.  H.  wished  to  be  raised  up  in  bed,  as  he  said,  to  bend  for-  , 
ward.  He  was  raised,  and  bent  himself  forward,  wtien  his  head  fell  on 
bis  breast,  and  he  was  laid  down  and  immediately  expired. 

Permission  to  examine  the  body  was  requested,  and  obtained  withotit 
any  very  great  difficulty.  A  son-in-law  (Judge  W.^  was  present,  a 
man  of  liberal  sentiments,  to  whose  aid  I  was  much  indebted  in  obtaining 
the  family  consent  to  examine  the  body.  A  regard  to  science  seems, 
in  this  respect,  to  be  increasing  in  the  world.  Two,  at  least,  of  the 
kings  of  England,  George  11.  and  George  IV.,  were  examined  after 
death.  We  know  not  whether  the  practice  has  been  general,  and  ex- 
tended to  others  of  the  royal  family,  or  not.  We  have  seen  the  report 
of  Dr.  Frank  Nichols,  physician  to  George  II.,  of  the  post-mortem  ap* 
pearances  which  the  body  of  that  monarch  exhibited.  It  was  a  singular 
case.  His  heart  had  burst  I  and  there  was  a  bole  quite  through  it,  con* 
tinuous  with  one  of  the  ventricles. 

Post-mortem  inspection  of  Mr.  jBT.,  aged  69. — ^To  the  eye,  the  ex- 
ternal contour  of  the  body  exhibited  no  signs  of  previous  disease,  there 
being  neither  emaciation,  discoloration,  nor  intumescence.  The  exami- 
nation was  begun  about  two  and  a  half  hours  after  death.  In  presence 
of  two  of  my  brethren  of  the  faculty,  I  made  an  incision  down  the  mid- 
dle of  the  sternum,  and  then  dissected  back  all  the  integuments  on  each 
side,  to  where  the  ribs  join  that  bone.  The  junction  of  the  ribs  wilb 
tbe  sternum  was  then  separated  with  the  knife,  and  that  bone  turned  up- 
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wards,  so  as  to  expose  the  thoracic  viscera.  A  slight  lesion  of  an  inter* 
costal  muscle  on  the  right  siHe  of  the  breast-bone,  brought  water  to 
light,  which  began  to  flow,  and  of  which  that  cavity  was  found  com- 
pletely full.  The  dissection  was  here  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  dip- 
ping the  water  out  into  vessels,  that  it  might  be  measured.  Seven  pints 
and  three  fourths  of  a  pint  were  accurately  measured,  the  right  and  left 
cavities  included.  But  of  this  quantity  six  pints  were  contained  in  the 
right  cavity.  The  quantity  lost,  or  not  included,  was  judged  to  be  up- 
wards of  a  pint  and  a  half,  so  that  the  whole  contents  of  transparent 
liquid  in  the  thorax  was  a  little  more  than  nine  pints.  Upon  resuming 
the  dissection,  the  root  of  the  aorta  was  found  ossified,  and  the  semilu- 
nar valves  obliterated.  They  probably  helped  to  form  the  bony  mass, 
but  there  were  no  traces  of  their  shape.  The  ossification  was  a  bony 
ring,  where  the  aorta  sprang  from  the  heart.  But  the  orifice  through 
ibis  ring  was  as  large  as  that  of  a  common  aorta  in  adults ;  though  not 
near  as  large  as  was  the  aorta  in  this  subject,  above  the  ossified  ring, 
where  this  vessel  was,  by  actual  measurement,  considerably  ever  an  inch 
in  diameter,  and  consequently  upwards  of  three  inches  in  circumference. 
It  was  very  thin,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of  aneurism  ;  nor  had  it 
any  muscular  appearance.  There  was  no  unusual  quantity  of  liquid  in 
the  pericardium.  The  heart,  which  was  taken  out  for  examination,  was 
unusually  large  and  heavy.  Its  appeattmce'  was  healthy,  except  its 
over  siae. 

The^right  lung,  on  the  contrary,  was  much  diminished  in  magnitude, 
and  in  about  two  and  a  half  inches  of  its  lower  part  the  air  cells  were 
obliterated.  The  lower  extreme  of  the  left  lobe  partook  of  the  same 
appearance,  but  it  did  not  extend  so  high  up.  I  could  not  exactly  pit)- 
'  nounce  this  morbid  change  hepatization.  It  did  not  so  much  resemble 
liver,  as  flesh,  or  muscle.  It  was  rather  an  incarnation  than  hepatiza^ 
tion.  The  margin,  however,  of  the  lower  part  of  the  left  lobe,  showed 
marks  of  incipient  hepatization. 

The  evening  of  the  inspection  was  cold,  and  without  any  exposure  to 
heat,  the  liquid  which  was  taken  from  the  thorax  coagulated  sponta- 
neously, so  as  to  become  as  thick  as  the  mother  of  vinegar,  and  might 
be  removed  in  the  hand.  It  must,  therefore,  have  principally  consisted 
of  coagulable  lymph.  There  was  no  encysted  or  hydatid  phenotnena 
anywhere  discovered,  but  there  were  extensive  adhesions  of  the  pleura 
to  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs.  On  feeling  the  lungs,  one  of  the  medi- 
cal gentlemen  present  discovered  a  small  bony  formation  in  the  right 
lobe.  The  fine  florid  color  of  the  muscles  and  viscera  showed  no  defi- 
ciency of  oxygenation. 

Remarks. — Considering  the  large  quantity  of  liquid  found  in  the  tho- 
rax, and  the  diseased  aorta  and  lungs,  the  apparent  health  and  freedom 
of  respiration,  even  to  the  night  before  our  patient's  death,  may  seem 
not  a  little  surprising.  The  day  before  his  death  he  was  about  his 
ordinary  business,  and,  as  I  have  said,  came  to  my  house.  On  the 
evening  of  that  day  he  read,  aloud,  the  whole  of  one  of  Baxter's  ser- 
mons, after  which,  be  perused  the  newspaper  of  the  day.     His  appe- 
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the  was  unimpaired,  and  his  spirits  6ne,  although  he  was  fully  aware  of 
his  danger. 

It  is  a  question  not  very  easy  to  solve,  why  the  paroxysms  of  as- 
phyxia should  not  have  increased  with  the  increase  of  disease  in  the 
thorax.  This  was  not  the  case ;  nothing  of  the  kind  had  occurred  for 
more  than  two  months  preceding  his  death.  These  ill  turns,  of  which 
1  do  not  think  he  had  more  than  four  or  Gve  in  the  whole,  and  they 
were  short,  constituted  the  amount  of  his  bodily  suffering.*  We  incline, 
on  the  whole,  to  refer  this  asphyxia  to  the  state  of  the  heart,  whilst  it 
was  enlarging^  and  the  valves  while  ossifying.  Habit,  which  does  such 
wonders,  accommodated  the  system  to  the  enlarged  viscus;  and  the 
irregular  action  of  the  systole  became  more  regular,  but  never  was  quite 
restored,  as  the  pulse  was  always  smaller  in  the  right  than  in  the  left 
radial  artery.  If  this  does  not  satisfy  the  reader,  he  must  form  a  better 
theory  himself,  by  referring  to  the  aorta,  to  the  water  in  the  chest,  to 
the  state  of  the  lungs,  or  to  all  these  phenomena. 

1  suspect  that  it  will  hardly  be  possible  for  any  experienced  medical 
man  to  read  this  account,  and  not  be  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the 
life  of  Mr.  H.  might  have  been  prolonged  by  proper  remedies,  properly 
adhered  to.  A  paracentesis  of  the  right  side  might  have  evacuated 
five  or  six  pints  of  water.  But  he  would  not  even  submit  to  a  blister, 
a  remedy  which  I  proposed  to  htm,  at  my  house,  the  day  before  his 
death.  The  fact  was,  he  had  but  little  faith  in  remedies  which  doctors 
did  not  think  enough  of,  themselves,  to  recommend  in  a  newspaper,  and 
to  pay  the  printer  for  advertising!  Although  I  could  not  prevail  on  him 
to  use,  with  regularity,  the  remedies  which  1  thought  most  important, 
yet  there  was  one  which  he  used  of  his  own  accord,  even  more  freely 
than  I  directed.  This  was  the  cardiac  antispasmodic  mixture,  of  which 
the  balsam  of  Peru  was  the  basis,  before  mentioned. 

In  his  habits,  Mr.  H.  was  temperate  to  abstemiousness.  Previous  to 
his  com.mencing  my  prescriptions,  which  was  about  two  months  before 
his  death,  he  had  some  turns  of  difficult  breathing,  which  attacked  him 
when  in  bed.  But  these  were  never  so  severe  as  to  cause  him  to  rise, 
except  in  one  instance.  Latterly,  nothing  of  the  kind  had  occurred. 
In  fact,  there  was  nothing  indicative  of  immediate  alarm,  Except  the 
flagging  of  the  pulse  before  mentioned.  Mr.  H.  was  aware  of  my  ap- 
prehensions, and  it  became,  sometime  before  his  death,  painful  and 
dreadful  to  him  for  me  to  examine  the  pulse  in  the  right  wrist,  or  to 
compare  his  pulses  by  feeling  both  wrists  at  once,  which  was  my  usual 
mode.' 

The  crisis  of  his  disease  was  death.  Still  it  may  not  be  unimportant 
to  observe,  that  nature  made  an  attempt  of  a  salutary  kind.  This  I 
infer  from  the  profuse  sweat,  which  was  an  attempt  to  rid  the  system  of 
the  flood  of  waters  in  the  thorax.  But  in  this  sudoresis  nature  failed. 
The  vis  medicatrix  was  overpowered.  But  we  may  be  taught  the 
propriety  of  using  sudorifics  in  hydrothorax. 

Lebanon^  Ci,,  January ^  1837.  Joseph  Coms^ock,  M.D. 

*  He  bftd  aone  of  itaoie  necralglc  pBlna  about  the  shoulder  and  deltoid  oiuecle  which  acconipany 
mmgbMftelmui  bat  they  were  not  eevere,  and  paeaed,  with  hlmaelf  and  fknUy,  for  rfaeumatisni. 
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PUERPERAL  SORE   MOUTH. 

rCominunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joarnal.] 

On  page  83  of  the  October  No.  of  your  excellent  Journal,  I.  B.  asks 
your  corres|7ondents  to  give  sonietbing  on  the  pathology  and  best  mode 
of  treatment  of  puerperal  sore  mouth.  I  have  long  been  desirous  to 
make  the  same  request.  It  is  a  distressing  form  of  disease,  which  I 
have  often  seen,  and  I  have  noticed  it  to  occur  more  frequently  to 
women  of  delicate  fibre,  with  their  first  child  (at  a  most  interesting 
period  of  life),  than  to  others.  My  opinions  are  unsatisfactory  to  my- 
self, but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  disease  is  owing,  in  a  good  degree,  to 
the  derangement  of  the  stomach  caused  by  breeding,  and  the  great  drain 
made  upon  the  system  by  nursing  to  excess.  1  have  known  some  cases 
of  inveterate  and  protracted  dyspepsia  apparently  produced  by  flooding 
in  childbirth,  the  system  thereby  having  sustained  too  great  a  shock  to 
bear  with  impunity.  The  long-continued  and  intense  irritation  of  undi- 
gested aliments  and  acrid  and  acid  secretions  on  the  mucous  lining  of 
the  stomach  and  intestines,  ends  in  inflammation,  ulceration,  and  the  other  ' 
symptoms.  I  know  of  no  well-established  treatment.  I  have  knowo 
some  cases  to  recover  under  the  occasional  use  of  a  blue  pill,  Dover's 
powder,  light  tonics  and  palliative  means.  1  have  known  some  to  re* 
cover  under  a  course  of  frequently  repeated  emetics  of  ipecacuanha  (a 
practice  recommended  by  a  physician  in  Lower  Virginia),  acting  proba- 
bly by  revulsion  and  determination  to  the  surface.  Some  have  improved 
and  recovered,  whose  cure  could  not  well  be  attributed  to  any  one 
remedy — time  and  regimen,  probably,  having  the  best  claim.  But  it  is 
a  disease  attended  with  danger,  and  requires  investigation,  and  I  hope 
to  see  further  remarks  on  the  subject.  I  repeat  the  query,  "  What  are 
the  causes  and  nature  of  that  disorder  incident  to  puerperal  women, 
chai^cterized  by  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  anorexia,  emaciation  and  diarrhoea — also 
chronic  aphthae  of  adults,  and  the  best  mode  of  treatment  ?" 

W.  A.  G. 
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EIGHTEENTH  VOLUME   OF  THIS  JOURNAL. 

With  this  number  commences  the  eighieenik  volume  of  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Joarnal.  To  a  widely  extended  circle  of  readers  we 
beg  to  express  our  unfeigned  gratitude  for  the  sustaining  encouragement 
which  has  been  steadily  manifested  through  a  succession  of  years.  A 
firm  devotion  to  the  progress  of  medical  science,  and  the  dissemination 
of  knowledge  acquired  through  the  experience  and  researches  of  practi- 
tioners of  the  healing  art,  with  reference  to  its  subserviency  to  the  best 
interests  of  humanity,  will  characterize  the  future,  as  it  has  the  past  ef- 
forts of  the  only  Journal  of  Medicine  in  the  New  England  States. 
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LECTURES  ON  MIDWIFERY* 

Thb  author  of  a  certain  treatise  on  midwifery,  recently  published  io 
Columbus,  Ohio,  styles  himself  "  Principal  of  the  Boianico-medical  School 
of  ColunUtuB ;  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  ;  Lecivrer 
on  Anatomy  and  Phynohgyy  Botany  and  Chemistry,  and  BidUor  of  the 
Thomsonian  JRecorder."  He  is  a  very  Caleb  Quotem,  who,  like  bis  pro- 
totype in  the  farce  of  the  Review,  no  doubt,  writes  epitaphs  and  sets  them 
to  music.  Surely  he  must  feel  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  large  business. 
Notwithstanding  his  utter  incompetency  to  instruct  in  any  one  of  the 
numerous  departments  to  which  he  makes  such  bold  and  unblushing  pre- 
tensions, he  assumes  the  high  tone  of  a  nan  in  authority,  as  though  he 
intended  the  absolute  overthrow,  nay,  the  extermination  of  the  medical 
profession,  which  we  verily  believe  would  be  accomplished,  could  the 
whole  race  of  practitioners,  so  obnoxious  to  this  brazen  manikin,  be  put  • 
upon  a  course  of  Thomsonian  medicine,  prescribed  by  himself. 

It  is  a  hopeless  undertaking  to  set  the  globe  in  a  retrograde  motion  ; 
and  the  mighty  efforts  making  by  this  lowest  order  of  pretenders,  to 
change  the  condition  of  society  by  trampling  science  under  foot  ao4 
bringing  down  the  noble  advances  in  human  knowledge,  the  labor  of  ma- 
ny ages,  to  the  low  level  of  their  vulgar  standard,  is  a  task  that  will  defy 
their  combined  energies. 

With  a  perseverance  that,  in  a  good  cause,  if  properly  directed,  would 
ultimately  raise  him  to  usefulness  and  honor,  the  author  of  this  barbarous 
productit^tn  will  discover,  by  and  by,  that  he  has  labored  to  no  purpose 
whatever.  He  covets  the  commendation  of  asses,  who  will  bray  ecce  ho- 
%ao  at  his  bidding  ;  but  those  whose  character  and  influence  would  be 
worth  having,  are  entirely  beyond  the  sound  of  his  voice.  He  never 
can  blot  out  the  bright  light  of  science  :  it  will  continue  to  shine,  with 
increasing  splendor  and  brilliancy.  If  this  potent  editor  and  profes- 
sor, this  giant  in  Lilliput,  possesses  that  modicum  of  common  sense  for 
which  some  give  him  credit,  he  must  loathe  the  cause  he  advocates.  It 
is  degrading  as  a  profession,  and  carries  with  it  a  blight  to  the  brain. 

To  give  cayenne  pepper,  lobelia,  and  steam  baths  for  every  ill,  is  so 
ridiculous  that  we  will  not  spend  time  in  talking  about  it.  A  case  of 
midwifery,  puerperal  fever,  a  fractured  limb,  a  diseased  liver,  smallpox  or 
ovarian  dropsy,  are  all  treated  alike  :— only  pour  in  the  cayenne,  the  lo- 
belia, and  steam  the  poor  fool  of  a  patient  to  the  confines  of  the  grave^ 
and  we  have  an  illustration  of  the  whole  pith  and  marrow  of  the  Thom- 
sonian practice. 

When  the  sheets  of  this  volume  arrived,  there  was  a  written  request 
on  the  margin  that  the  work  might  be  noticed.  We  have  complied  with 
the  author's  d  esire . 


Medical  Works, — Adlard  and  Saunders,  of  New  York,  have  in 
press  Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens's  Two  Lectures  on  Lithotomy,  and  one  on  Dis- 
eases of  the  Joints,  with  plates  illustrative  of  a  new  mode  of  operation 
with  the  author's  prostatic  bisector,  forming  the  contiduation  of  the  lec- 
ture on  the  Primary  Treatment  of  Injuries,  delivered  at  the  New  York 
Hospital,  November  11, 1837. 

The  same  publishers  also  announcei  as  in  preparation,  ^  Treatise  on 

*  I^actarei  en  Midwifery  and  the  Forms  of  Dlteaae  peculiar  to  Women  and  Cbi)dren,j&«.  4cc<  ^c* 
By  A.  Curtla.  Principal  of  tbe  Botanico-Medlcal  School  at  Columbas,  Ohio,  and  Piofeuor,  fcc.  Sue 
dtc     Priatad  for  the  aottaor.    ISmo.,  p.  384,  with  illustratloiu  on  wood.  C^  r^r^r^\r> 
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18  Medical  Intelligence. 

Midw^ervy  practically  considered,  by  Gunning  S.  Bedford,  M.D.,  lec- 
turer on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  in  New 
York. 

The  above  treatise  will  consist  of  about  400  pages  8vo.,  and  will  be 
accompanied  by  plates  illustrative  of  the  important  features  of  obstetric 
science. 


Jfew  Method  of  remating  ParHcka  of  Iron  from  the  Cornea, — The  Re- 
Tue  Medicale  for  August  contains  a  short  extract  from  Hufeland's  Jour- 
nal, recommending  the  use  of  dilute  muriatic  acid  as  a  wash  for  this  pur- 
pose, by  JA.  Krimer.  Although  we  would  not  recommend  the  surgeoQ 
to  trust  to  this  means  for  the  removal  of  the  particles  of  iron  so  frequently 
driven  into  the  cornea  of  workmen  in  our  manufactones,''forgai  and 
workshops,  much  advantage  may  be  derived  from  washiiiig  away  the  rost 
which  sometimes  remains  in  the  wounds  with  the  proposed  acid.  Dr.  Ja- 
cob, in  the  Dublin  Hospital  Reports,  mentions  the  occurrence  of  perma- 
nent stain  of  the  cornea  from  this  accident,  in  consequence  of  the  parti- 
^cle  of  iron  being  permitted  to  remain  in  the  wound  until  ulceration  was 
produced,  and  the  rust  became  entangled  in  the  texture  of  the  part.  la 
fluch  a  case,  after  lifting  the  speck  of  iron  from  the  wound  with  the  point 
of  a  fine  needle,  if  any  discoloration  remains,  the  part  may  be  washed 
with  a  camel's  hair  pencil  dipped  in  a  mixture  of  ten  drops  of  the  acid  to 
an  ounce  of  water.  The  proceeding  enjoined  by  Beer,  of  scraping  off 
the  stained  part  with  a  cataract  needle,  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  is 
often  very  injurious,  by  adding  to  the  irritation  already  existing.  Through 
en  erroneous  impression  that  the  stain  is  a  part  of  the  iron  remaining  be* 
hind,  attempts  are  sometimes  made  for  its  removal  by  instruments,  and 
the  result,  as  might  be  expected,  is  the  increase  of  the  original  injury  of 
the  eye. 


MuUeraHng  Drugs, — In  a  late  number  of  the  "  Journal  of  Pharmacy" 
(Phil.),  there  are  some  valuable  remarks  on  the  sophistication  of  various 
important  articles  used  in  medicine.  The  writer  attributes  this  system  of 
adulteration  '^  to  the  desire  of  our  Druggists  throughout  the  country  to 
have  ckaap  chemicals,  that  they  might  wMersell  each  other, *^  The  follow- 
ing are  some  of  the  examples  cited.  Equal  parts  of  alum  and  tartaric 
acid  have  been  ground  together,  and  sold  as  powdered  tartaric  acid. 
Rhubarb,  American  columbo  and  gamboge  have  been  pounded  together, 
and  sold  for  pulverized  Turkey  rhubarb  !  A  fellow  in  Philadelphia  sold 
for  powdered  ipecacuanha,  a  mixture  of  pulverized  ipecac  and  sarsapa- 
rilla  !  All  the  valuable  essential  oils  afford  easy  and  too  tempting  op- 
portunities to  a  base  spirit  of  cupidity,  not  to  have  been  adulterated  to  a 
very  great  extent.  One  sample  of  oil  of  peppermint  was  found,  on  ex- 
periment, to  contain  one  third  of  castor  oil.  Another,  one  fifth  of  alco- 
hol. Specimens  of  the  same  oil,  also  oil  pennyroyal,  lavender,  &c.,  haye 
been  found  mixed  with  spirits  of  turpentine  !  Castor  oil  is  often  adulter- 
ated with  purified  whale  oil  !  Mr.  Rushton,  an  excellent  chemist  of  New 
York,  purchased  at  an  establishment  in  Philadelphia,  an  article  purport- 
ins  to  be  acetate  of  morphia,  but  which,  on  exammation,  did  not  contain 
either  acetic  acid  or  morphia  ! — but  merely  plaster  of  Paris  acidulated 
with  oil  of  vitrol  ! 
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Medical  Miscellany.  1 9 

Removal  of  Ovarian  Tumor. — Mr.  West,  an  English  surgeon,  describes 
a  successful  operation  for  the  removal  of  an  ovarian  tumor.  The  patient, 
the  mother  of  ihree  children,  dated  the  commencement  of  the  complaint 
thirteen  years  back.  During  the  last  year  it  had  increased  so  as  to  im- 
pede respiration  and  to  produce  other  distressing  symptoms.  The  opera- 
tion was  commenced  by  pinching  up  the  common  integuments  a  little  be- 
low the  umbilicus,  and  dividing  them  with  the  bistoury.  The  fascia  was 
then  dissected,  and  the  peritoneum  exposed,  into  the  lower  part  of  which 
a  small  opening  was  made  to  allow  of  the  introduction  of  a  director. 
The  part  was  then  laid  open,  and  the  tumor  exposed.  It  was  secured 
from  retraction  by  a  ligature  passed  into  a  small  part  of  the  cyst.  .On 
introducing  the  trocar,  about  twenty  pints  of  fluid  were  withdrawn.  By 
gentle  traction,  the  whole  sac  was  brought  away.  A  ligature  of  stay 
silk  was  passed  round  the  connecting  membrane  and  fallopian  tube,  th6 
cyst  cut  off  with  the  scalpel,  and  the  part  replaced  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  The  edges  of  the  external  wound  were  brought  together  by 
four  ligatures  and  strips  of  adhesive  plaster.  Not  more  than  a  spoonful 
of  blood  was  lost,  and  the  patient  soon  recovered. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Mortality  in  Boston  in  1837,  1843.  The  popula- 
tion, by  the  last  census,  80,3!25. — A  celebrated  compounder  of  medicine, 
in  tbe  vicinity  of  Boston,  whose  success  has  extended  to  the  uniform 
cure  of  all  diseases,  has  recently  suffered  amputation  of  the  leg  at  the 
Massachu8€!:s  General  Hospital. — Total  mortality  of  the  city  of  Lowell, 
in  1837,  329. — A  certain  Dr.  Sweet,  a  Thomsonian  of  New  York,  is 
accused  of  causing  the  death  of  Albert  S.  Sherwood,  by  administering  lo- 
belia and  all  the  mystic  numbers  up  to  six — the  abracadabra  of  the  fra- 
ternity of  medical  pretenders. — M.  Brouard,  a  physician,  has  been  ra- 
restedin  France  for  his  connection  with  the  proposed  infernal  machine  for 
killing  the  king. — Neither  plague  or  cholera  existed,  at  the  last  accounts, 
in  any  part  of  Egypt,  which  was  considered  an  unusual  occurrence. — 
Amongst  other  liberal  appropriations  by  the  Common  Council  of  New 
York,  for  the  ensuing  year,  $14,000  was  voted  for  the  board  of  health. — 
Dr.  Winslow's  lecture  before  the  Nantucket  Athenaeum,  on  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood,  seems  to  have  been  well  received. — A  fatal  case  of 
smallpox  has  occurred  at  Warwick,  R.  I. — Dr.  Chapman  has  been  elect- 
ed President  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  vice  Dr.  Pbysick, 
deceased  ;  Drs.  Jackson  and  Harris,  Vice  Presidents. — The  second  and 
third  numbers  of  the  Medical  Examiner  equal  the  promise  in  the  prospec- 
tus. It  is  published  once  a  fortnight. — The  last  number  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Library  is  very  rich  in  matter.  Dr.  McPhail  still  continues 
tbe  papers  on  Medical  Topography,  which  have  reached  No.  9. — The 
last  No.  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  has  its  outside  in 
mourning,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  late  distinguished  Dr. 
Physick,  of  Philadelphia. 


Erratum, — ^In  the  last  No.  of  the  Journal,  page  413,  line  10,  after  the  words 
"  derived  from,"  add,  (he  blood  of, 

To  CoRRESPOKnRNTS. — Dr.  Williams's  case  of  Extra-Uterine  Conception  will 

be  published  next  week. 

Dico,— At  Paris,  Jones  Wistar,  M.D.  and  Franklin  Ilulme,  M,D.,  both  of  Phila- 
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VVbole  number  nf  deaths  in  Boeton,  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  3, 99.    Malee,  15— Females,  14. 

Dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— Infkntile,  3~scarlet  fever,  3~croup,  l^neaales,  d— ctacrieralnftntuai,  1— 
hooping  cough,  I— disease  of  the  brain,  1— Inflammation  of  the  l>owels,  1— burn,  1— inflamnalioa 
of  the  brain,  1— old  age,  1— fracture  of  the  ikull,  1— hives.  1— typhus  fever,  1— decay  of  nature,  1 — 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  S— teething,  1— convulsions,  S^accidental,  l~apoplexy,  l^stillborn,  3. 

VERMONT    MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

Thb  annual  Course  of  Lectures,  at  this  institution,  will  commence  on  tiie  second  Thursday  of  March 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Praalce  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       -  -        H.  H.  Crilds,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by        ........      Elisha  BAaTi^aiT,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -         -         Kovxkt  ^V▲TT■,  J  a.,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Praalce  of  Surgery,  by       -       -       -        -        -        Gilmadt  Kimbau.,  M.D. 

Chemistrv  and  Materia  Medica,  by       -       •       -       -       -       -        David  Palmsb,  M J). 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by       ----•-•-      Nobmah  Williams,  A.M. 
IToodsCtfci,  Jmuart  lltk,  1838.  F7~«plM7 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 
Phtsioian*  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Poaa  VAceiitB 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  pottpaidf  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  85. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lecrurea  on  the  ca«es  they  witness  there.  Insiruciion,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  CRAffRiaa. 
On  Physiology,  Pa;holugy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     **      Da.  Wabb. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        - *«      Da.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,       ....  ...--.  .  ♦♦      Dh.  Lbwis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee!«  are  $100— to  bo  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Appiicalians  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  Bouse, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18-tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LBWIS,  IE. 

M.\SSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. -COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

A  STATXD  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the  So- 
ciety's Room,  Alheneum  Building,  in  Pearl  street,  on  W*£DN£SUAY,  the  7th  day  of  February 
next,  at  11  o'clock.  A.  M.  JOHN  HOMANS,  Ree.  Sec'y. 

Bo»tony  Jan,  S3.  ^  eptm 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscriber!  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  school  with  his 
private  establishment  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  He  has  procured 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstra- 
tions. His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  Interesting  and  Imimitant  casea  urn 
occur  in  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  aud  surgeon.  JOSEPH  H.  FLINT. 

Springfield f  January ^  1838.  Jan.  17. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whir.h  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hour*.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  fkcility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  edncation. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  fmsDIgpenearf 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,9  and  3,  and  in  east  vkUh  vili  be  treated  at  tke  rem  daUf,  <• 

Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twicea  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  «BUOK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACB,  M.D. 
Boeten,  Augiut  9,  1837.  HBNRY  G.  CLARK,  M.*. 
JOSgPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 

PHE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
0.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communicatione 
must  be  addressed,]»ost-pat<{.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Partcontainini  the  weekly 
numbers  ofthe  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  93,00a 
vearin  advance.  t3<50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed' 
every  seventh  copy  ^atM.— Ordera  from  a  distance  must  be  aeeompanfed  by  payment  In  sdvaoce,  pt 
siiisfoetory  reference.— Postage  the  aame  aa  for  a  Newspaper.  ^  i 
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DR.  MARSHALL   HALL  ON  TUBERCLE. 
[OontiBued  from  psfft   10.] 

I  MUST  nour  beg  your  sustained  and  best  attention  to  another  part  of 
M.  Louis's  manuscript  :— 

*'  Lesions, — It  is  rare  to  find  in  the  lungs  only  tubercles,  or  semi- 
transparent  grey  granulations.  I  have  seen  the  first  case  only  twice,  and 
the  second  five  times ;  yet  even  then  there  were  some  granulations  more 
or  less  opaque  and  yellowish  in  both  instances. 

^'  In  one  case  in  three,  the  grey,  semi-transparent  granulations^  are 
greatly  multiplied  immediately  under  the  pleura. 

"  These  granulations  may  acquire  the  volume  of  a  pea  in  the  spaced 
of  three  or  ^ur  weeks,  and  not  exceed  it  even  in  four  years. 

<<  Though  the  grey  matter  presents  itself  under  the  form  of  granula- 
tions^, or  of  irregular  masses,  more  or  less  considerable,  it  changed,  soooet 
or  later,  into  tuberculous  matter. 

^  Tubercles  are  almost  always  found  in  both  hugs.  I  have  seen  tfaeit^ 
confined  to  the  left  lung  five  times,  and  to  the  right  twice. 

**  Encysted  tubercles  are  rare  ;  I  have  only  once  met  with  tbem,  and 
then  at  the  summit  of  the  superior  lobes. 

^*  I  have  not  found  an  empty  excavation  befoi^  the  end  of  the  third 
month  of  the  afl'ection,  or  the  beginning  of  the  fourth,  and  then  the  faM 
membrane  which  lined  the  excavation  was  soft  and  of  little  consistence ; 
whilst  it  is  dense,  greyish,  almost  semi-transpaiient,  semi-cart ilaginooiSi 
generally  lined  with  another  false  membrane,  which  is  soft  and  yellowish 
in  excavations  of  long  duration. 

"  There  are  generally  excavations  in  both  lungs ;  so  generally,  iddeedy 
thai  1  have  only  found  exceptions  to  this  rule  in  one  case  in  six.  Id 
one  case  in  ten,  these  excavations  are  equally  large  on  both  sides. 

"  The  matter  contained  in  these  excavations  varies  principally  acdoid^ 
mg  to  their  duration  and  their  structure  ;  perhaps,  also,  according  to  the 
more  or  less  protracted  difficulty  of  the  circulation'  in  the  last  rinoment^ 
of  life.  Thus,  when  the  cavities  are  recent,  the  matter  in  qiiesriori  is 
straw-colored,  and  like  ordinary  pus.  When  they  at^  of  some  darftUdrty 
and  especially  when  irregular  in  form,  the  mBtter  i^  greyish,  greenish,  aild 
looks  dirty  and  disagreeable ;  sometimes  stained  with  blood  ;  this  \M 
discoloration  doobtless  supervenes  some  hours  before  death  ;  for  it  is  not 
lure;  and  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  very  rare  tose^  the  splits  i^tf  ddiib;^ 
the  last,  or  the  two  last,  ofays  of  existence. 
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"  Instead  of  air  and  pus,  I  found,  in  one  case,  rather  a  large  excava* 
tion,  occupied  by  a  fibrous  matter,  already  organized,  the  result  of  a 
bseuioptysis  which  had  taken  place  a  few  days  before  death. 

*'  Bronchial  ramifications  are  never  found  in  the  interior  of  tubercu* 
)ous  excavations,  or  in  the  grey  semi-transparent  substance ;  which  in- 
dicates that  the  first  effect  of  the  development  of  this  matter  is  the  de- 
struction of  the  bronchia  in  that  part  where  it  takes  place.  And  this 
destruction  does  not  appear  to  be  the  consequence  of  the  transformation 
of  the  bronchia  into  grey,  semi-transparent,  or  tuberculous  matter ;  for 
no  such  transformation  takes  place  in  the  vicinity  of  cavities,  or  of  tu- 
berculous masses,  or  in  any  part  whatever  of  the  lungs,  not  even  where 
the  bronchia  present  some  organic  change. 

**  The  bronchia  are  rarely  red  in  the  neighborhood  of  tubercles  which 
have  not  suppurated  :  they  are  redder  and  thicker  in  proportion  as  they 
communicate  with  the  older  excavations — an  indication  that  this  redness 
and  thickening  are  the  results  of  the  habitual  passing  of  the  purulent 
matter  from  the  cavities  along  their  course. 

.  ^^  Pneumonia  is  frequent  in  the  last  stages  in  phthisis.  1  have  ob- 
served it  in  one  case  in  three,  sometimes  in  the  first,  sometimes  in  the 
second  degree.  I  have  also  met  with  it,  in  subjects  carried  off  by  other 
chronic  diseases,  22  times  in  112  cases;  it  must,  therefore,  be  cod- 
eluded,  that  tubercles  have  not  a  very  great  influence  upon  the  develop- 
ment of  pneumonia  in  tlie  last  stages  of  phthisis. 

'*  But  it  is  very  different  with  regard  to  adhesions  of  the  pleura.  The  in- 
fluence of  tubercles,  in  producing  this  effect,  is  so  great,  that  in  1 12  cases, 
1  only  was  found  with  both  lungs  perfectly  free  from  adhesions.  On  the 
contrary,  in  110  cases  of  other  organic  diseases,  and  certainly  at  more 
advanced  ages,  35  only  presented  such  adhesions.  There  exists  also  a 
constant  proportion  between  adhesions  and  other  effects  of  tubercles. 
Where  there  are  no  adhesions,  there  are  also  no  cavities.  Where  the 
adhesions  are  slight,  the  cavities  are  small,  or  absent  altogether.  Lastly, 
where  the  adhesions  are  firm,  and  more  or  less  extensive,  or  even  uni- 
versal, there  are  constant  excavations,  and,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases, 
these  are  considerable,  or  even  very  large. 

<*  Large  excavations  occupy  the  summit  of  the  lungs,  and  are  very 
near  their  surface ;  it  is  also  in  this  situation  that  we  find  those  false 
membranes  which  are  so  thick  and  so  strong  as  to  strengthen,  or  some^ 
times  even  to  constitute,  their  parietes  to  a  certain  extent.  This  sort  of 
cartilaginous  covering  is  peculiar  to  phthisis,  being  met  with  in  no  other 


*'  Recent  pleurisy  has  occurred  in  the  latest  period  of  phthisis  in  one 
case  in  10 ;  in  other  chronic  diseases,  in  one  case  in  13. 

"  The  reverse  of  this  is  observed  in  regard  to  hydrothorax.  It  has 
occurred  in  one  case  in  10  of  phthisis,  and  in  one  case  in  4  of  other  dis- 
eases ;  a  difference  which  corresponds  to  the  comparative  frequency  of 
adhesions  of  the  pleura,  in  these  cases  respectively. 

<<  The  frequency  of  ulcerations  augments  as  you  pass  downwards  from 
the  epiglottb  to  the  trachea.     In  100  cases  of  fhthbis,  they  were  found 
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18  times  upon  the  epiglottis :  33  times  within  the  larynx  ;  and  31  times 
in  the  trachea. 

*  The  largest  ulcerations  of  the  trachea  affect  the  soft  or  muscular 
texture.  Five  times  out  of  the  number  mentioned,  I  have  found  the 
mucous  membrane  entirely  destroyed  in  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  extent  of 
this  organ.  In  the  6rst  stage  of  these  ulcerations,  the  mucous  membrane 
alone  is  destroyed,  whilst  the  sub-mucous  tissue  becomes  thickened  ;  af- 
terwards the  latter  ulcerates,  whilst  the  muscular  tissue  thickens ;  and 
lastly,  the  muscular  tissue  ulcerates,  as  the  mucous  membrane  is  de- 
stroyed. 

"  The  greater  frequency  of  extensive  ulcerations  in  the  trachea  seems 
to  be  explained  naturally  enough  by  the  habitual  contact  of  the  sputa 
with  this  part,  either  when  they  are  delayed  in  it  or  pass  along  it,  espe- 
cially as  in  the  case  in  which  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  is 
reddened  and  nor  ulcerated  ;  this  redness  was  generally  accompanied  by 
thickening,  and  was  greater  in  the  muscular  portion  than  in  any  other 
part.  Siill  we  must  admit  that  ulcerations  depend  upon  some  other 
cause,  for  they  are  not  always  in  proportion  to  the  bad  condition  of  the 
sputa,  or.  the  size  or  duration  of  the  cavities. 

*<  The  most  usual  seat  of  the  ulcerations  of  the  larynx  is  at  the  union 
of  the  vocal  chords — the  n)0$t  dependent  part  of  this  organ  in  the  hori- 
zontal position.  The  ulcerations  of  the  epiglottis  are  confined  to  its  in- 
ferior part ;  at  least  I  have  not  met  with  a  case  in  which  they  were  situ- 
ated on  its  lingual  surface. 

''  The  two  last  facts  support  the  idea,  that  the  ulcerations  of  the  aerial 
tube  depend  upon  the  contact  of  the  sputa.  The  softening  of  tubercles, 
which  is  so  frequently  the  cause  of  ulcerations  of  the  intestine,  has  no 
influence  in  the  development  of  those  of  the  aerial  tube,  for  I  have  not 
found  either  tubercles  or  semi  transparent  grey  granulations  in  this  part 
during  fifteen  years. 

'*  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  in  no  case  of  chronic  disease  without 
tubercles  have  I  found  ulcerations  of  the  epiglottis,  larnyx,  or  trachea, 
not  even  in  cases  of  gangrene  of  the  lung  of  long  duration,  although  I 
have  taken  ten  cases  of  this  last  aflTection.  Ulcerations  of  the  aerial 
tube  imply,  therefore,  a  particular  predisposition,  for  it  is  not  enough  that 
an  acrid  fluid  should  be  continually  passing  through  them. 

"  We  must,  however,  notice,  as  an  exception  to  the  law  which  has 
just  been  announced,  the  ulcerations  which  arise  from  syphilis. 

*'  It  may,  perhaps,  be  said,  that  there  are  facts  which  demonstrate 
the  incorrectness  of  this  law,  especially  those  contained  in  the  inaugural 
dissertation  of  M.  Cazol,  on  '  La  Phthisie  Trach^ale ;'  but  three  of  M. 
CazoPs  cases  arose  from  the  pressure  of  tumors  exterior  to  the  aerial 
tube ;  in  two  others,  it  is  not  stated  whether  the  patients  had  suffered 
from  syphilis,  a  fact  ascertained  in  regard  to  one  case  alone,  which  con- 
sequently remains  as  the  only  exception  to  the  law  mentioned  above. 
Such  an  exception  has  not  occurred  to  me  during  15  years  of  observa- 
tion in  more  than  1200  subjects,  in  whom  the  trachea  was  examined 
with  care. 

'*  Among  acute  diseases,  mt  only  of  those  whose  seat  is  not  prima- 
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tily  in  tbe  trachea,  is  sometimes  accompanied  ^ith  ulcerations  of  tbiis 
organ,  viz.,  confluent  variola,  in  which  3  out  of  4  cases  present  ulcera- 
tions of  tbe  trachea,  very  different,  however, /rom  those  of  phthisis, 
beir^  superficial,  small,  generally  covered  with  a  meinbraniform  pellicle; 
'6a  that^  by  an  inspection  of  the  trachea  alone,  of  a  phtbis'ical  patient,  in 
wlucli  ulceration  bad  occurred,  we  might  ascertain  the  disease  of  which 
.the  patient  had  died. 

<'  What  has  been  said  of  ulcerations  of  the  trachea,  Is  also  true  of 
j.bose  of  the  larynx,  at  least  I  have  not  found  such  ulcecaiions  in  any 
chronic  disease,  except  phthisis  and  syphilis. 

<<  It  is  an  error  to  have  assigned  phthisis  as  a  cause  of  aneurism  of 
xhe  heart.  In  1 12  cases,  3  only  presented  evident  enlargement  of  tbe 
.heart,  and  this  of  the  left  ventricle  only,  and  not  of  tbe  right,  as  would 
bave  been  the  case  if  the  phthisis  had  been  its  cause.  To  this  we 
may  add,  that  enlargement  of  the  heart  occurs  with  equal  frequency, 
Ihe  age  being  the  same,  in  other  chronic  diseases.  • 

'Mn  regard  to  the  aorta,  its  calibre  is  less  in  phthisical  patients  tbaa 
In  other  subjects  of  the  same  age,  carried  off  by  acute  diseases. 

''  The  pharynx  and  cesopbagus  are  almost  always  healthy  in  phthisic 
cal  patients.  I  have  never  found  tubercles  or  grey  semi-transparent 
granulations.  Twice  only  in  80  cases  bave  I  found  moderately  numer- 
pus  and  superficial  ulcerations.  In  no  case  bave  I  found  such  ulcera- 
tions in  chronic  diseases  not  tuberculous. 

'^  The  stomach  is  more  frequently  augmented  in  volume  in  phthisis 
than  in  any  other  diseases,  acute  or  chronic.  In  9  out  of  96  cases  of 
phthisis,  and  in  2  out  of  230  of  other  diseases,  the  stomach  was  twice 
or  thrice  its  natural  size,  and  below  its  natural  position.  One  of  these 
two  was  a  disease  of  tbe  heart ;  the  other,  caries  of  the  vertebra.  Id 
all  these  cases  the  liver  was  also  enlarged,  and  bad  descended  below  its 
ordinary  position,  a  fact  which  may  be  viewed  as  a  cause  of  the  condi* 
tion  of  the  stomach. 

"  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  is  rarely  perfectly  healthy  ; 
\i  was  found  so  in  19  cases  only  out  of  96;  in  the  rest  it  was  :— 

''  1.  Softened,  thin,  or  destroyed,  over  a  variable  space,  situated  more 
frequently  in  the  great  curvature  than  elsewhere,  around  which  it  was 
generally  more  or  less  mammelated  and  red,  in  19- cases.  2.  Red  and 
sometimes  thickened,  mammelated,  softened  at  its  anterior  part  alone, 
which  was  more  or  less  covered  by  the  enlarged  liver,  in  8  cases ;  this 
State,  manifestly  inflammatory,  was  evidently  owing  to  the  compression 
of  the  liver,  a  fact  whicfi  explains  its  greater  frequency  in  women  than 
in  men,  in  the  proportion  of  7  to  I,  in  whom,  also,  the  liver  is  more  fre* 
quently  enlarged  and  fatty.  3.  Softened,  and  of  a  more  or  less  obscure 
red  color  in  the  great  curvature,  sometimes  with  thickening,  that  is,  evi* 
dently  inflamed  in  this  part,  in  17  cases.  4.  Mammelated,  greyish^ 
rarely  reddish,  sometimes  thickened  with  small  ulcerations,  in  18  cases* 
5.  Ulcerated  without  other  lesions,  in  2  cases.  6.  Of  a  more  or  less 
vivid  red,  in  all  its  extent,  without  alteration  in  thickness  or  consistence, 
in  6  cases.  This  redness,  on  account  of  gastric  symptoms  having  supeff«* 
yened  in  several  cases  two  or  three  days  before  death,  must  be  comder- 
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ed  as  inflammatory.  7.  Softened,  without  alteration  of  color  or  drickness, 
in  4  cases.  8.  Raised  by  a  white,  bluish,  luilky,  tbickish  fluid,  in  one 
case. — 77  cases. 

<<  But  these  lesions  are  not  peculiar  to  phthisis ;  they  occur  in  other  ' 
proportions  in  other  chronic  diseases.     In  IM  cases  of  the  latter,  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was — 

*^  1.  Thin,  softened,  and  sometimes  destroyed,  in  6  cases.  2.  Red, 
and  a  little  manm^eiated  at  its  anierior  part,  in  2  cases.  3.  Softened,,  of 
a  more  or  less  vivid  red,  in  the  great  curvature,  in  6  cases.  4.  Mafi>* 
melated,  greyish,  sometimes  thk^keoed  or  ulcerated,  in  16  cases.  5. 
More  or  less  red  in  its  whole  extent,  without  softening,  in  18  cases.— -48. 

"  It  thus  appears  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was 
more  or  less  affected  in  one  half  of  these  cases ;  whilst  in  phthisis  it  was 
affected  in  four  fifths. 

*<  The  small  intestine  is  much  more  rarely  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state 
than  the  stomach.  Its  mucous  membrane  was  softened  in  its  wliole  ex- 
tent, in  8  cases  out  of  95 — in  3  in  a  moderate  degree,  in  5  reduced  to 
the  consistency  of  a  pulp,  and  in  3  affected  with  thickening  and  redness. 

"  In  36  cases  out  of  95  I  found,  in  different  parts  of  the  small  intes- 
tines, granulations  more  or  less  yellow  or  whitish,  and  evidently  tuber- 
culous ;  and  since  the  publication  of  my  '  Researches '  I  have  arrived  at 
a  similar  conclusion,  by  the  analysis  of  61  cases  of  phthisis,  in  which 
there  were  27  instances  of  this  lesion. 

''Ulcerations  take  place  in  a  proportion  still  more  considerable,  so 
that  I  have  observed  them  78  times  out  of  95  cases — a  fact  which  sIkxws 
that  they  are  not  all  caused  by  the  abundance  of  tubercles,  although 
these  appear  to  be  their  principal  cause. 

'<  Besides,  with  few  exceptions,  the  number,  the  size,  and  the  depth 
of  the  ulcerations  au<;inent  in  proportion  as  we  approach  the  cascum ; 
and,  if  we  suppose  the  intestine  divided  into  3  portions,  we  find  ulcera- 
tions in  the  greatest  number  of  cases  only  in  the  third  nearest  the  cae- 
cum, or,  at  the  most,  in  this  and  the  middle  third.  It  is  much  less  com- 
mon to  find  them  in  the  whole  length  of  the  intestine — a  (act  which  I 
have  observed,  however,  in  1  case  in  6;  whilst  I  have  only  seen  them 
confined  to  the  middle  third  3  times. 

"  Their  size  varies  from  1  line  to  5  or  6  inches ;  when  small,  they 
are  placed  almost  exclusively  opposite  the  mesentery,  in  points  corres- 
ponding to  Peyer's  glands,  which  we  can  no  longer  distinguish,  or  very 
imperfectly.  In  the  highest  degree  of  their  development,  they  occupy 
the  whole  surface  of  the  intestine  to  a  variable  extent  longitudinally. 

"  Their  form  generally  indicates  their  origin,  and  varies  with  their 
size,  when  small  and  circular,  like  those  which  succeed  immediately  to 
the  softening  of  tubercles.  When  of  a  moderate  size,  they  have  the 
elliptical  form  of  the  clusters  of  Peyer's  glands,  which  they  occupy. 
This  latter  form  is  the  most  frequent ;  the  annular  form  is  next  so ;  the 
linear  form  is  the  most  rare ;  I  have  only  observed  it  in  7  cases,  and  it 
has  generally  been  in  the  first  half  of  the  intestine. 

"  Their  structure  varies  like  their  size,  and  tbey  follow  the  same  course 
as  those  of  the  trachea. 
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"  We  observe  redness,  thickening,  and  softening  of  ihe  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  small  intestine,  simple  or  complicated,  in  subjects  carried 
off  by  other  chronic  diseases  besides  phthisis.  But  we  meet  with  tu* 
berculous  granulations  only  in  cases  in  which  tubercles  exist  in  the  lungs. 
If  this  statement  be  not  absolutely  true,  it  is  very  nearly  so  ;  so  that  in 
82  cases  of  fatal  chronic  diseases,  without  pulmonary  tubercles,^3  only 
had  ulcerations  of  the  small  intestine:  of  these  3,  2  were  dysenteric 
patients ;  and  in  1  the  ulcerations  were  small  and  few  in  number,  being 
scarcely  10  lines  in  diameter ;  so  that,  if  every  kind  of  ulceration  of  the 
small  intestine  be  not  absolutely  peculiar  to  phthisis>  ulcerations  to  a 
certain  extent  are  really  so.'' 

[To  be  conUoued.] 


CAPSICUM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sib, — Capsicum,  as  a  very  valuable  remedy,  has  been  in  free  use  among 
the  regular  physicians  of  my  vicinity,  from  a  period  long  anterior  to  the 
existence  of  Thomsonianism.  My  first  particular  knowledge  of  it  as  a 
medicine,  was  its  empirical  employment,  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  as  a 
popular  prescription  in  sore  throat,  of  almost  every  kind.  Our  common 
red  pepper  was  directed  to  be  boiled  in  milk,  and  this  milk  was  to  be  the 
principal  article  of  food,  in  diseases  of  this  kind.  It  was  thus  employed, 
often  with  great  apparent  success,  and  many  families  would  carry  their 
children,  by  means  of  it,  safely  through  attacks  of  scariatina  and  cy- 
oanche  maligna,  when  these  complaints  were  epidemic,  with  very  little. 
aid  from  the  physician.  Capsicum  has  also  been  successfully  used,  em- 
pirically, time  immemorial,  in  the  painful  spasmodic  jaundice,  often  call- 
ed cramp  in  the  stomach,  and  other  painful  affections  of  the  alimentary 
canal.  Its  external  and  internal  employment  has  likewise  been  always 
t)opuiar  in  rheumatic  complaints,  as  well  as  when  local  or  general  cold- 
ness was  a  prominent  symptom.  A  strong  infusion  of  it  in  cider  has 
long  been  in  general  use. 

Between  twenty-five  and  thirty  years  ago,  I  learned  its  use  in  pas^ve 
hemorrhage,  which,  in  fact,  is  almost  the  only  kind  of  hemorrhage  at  the 
present  day.  Two  grains  of  it  in  pill,  with  the  same  quantity  of  sugar 
of  lead,  and  half  a  grain,  or  more  generally,  a  grain  of  opium,  every 
hour,  and  much  more  frequently  perhaps  every  ten  minutes,  in  urgent 
cases,  according  to  my  observation,  comes  as  near  a  specific,  in  stanch- 
ing hemorrhage,  as  can  ever  be  expected  from  any  article.  1  must  conr 
smer  those  physicians,  who  are  not  familiar  with  this  important  use  of 
eapsicum,  as  oeing  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  century  behind  their  age. 
In  more  chronic  cases,  this  pill  may  be  given  four  times  a  day,  in  almost 
every  kind  of  passive  hemorrhage. 

Iliis  employment  of  capsicum  in  hemorrhage,  seems  to  have  been 
learned  from  the  French  refugees,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  during 
ihe  early  troubles  in  Hayti.    They  probably  derived  it  from  their  Afri- 
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can  slaves.  The  practice  was  sood  adopted  with  success  by  two  or  three 
irregular  practitioners. 

Capsicum  was  likewise  found  to  be  of  essential  service  in  the  torpid 
and  cold  cases  of  pneumonia  typhodes,  about  1812,  and  in  that  disease 
especially,  which  has  been  called  typhus  syncopalis,  or  sinking  typhus. 
From  analogy,  more  particularly  from  its  great  effect  upon  the  mucous 
membrane,  it  was  soon  successfully  combined  with  opium  in  diarrhoea, 
and  in  low  cases  of  dysentery.  It  has  also  been  used  to  much  advantage 
in  chronic  rheumatism,  as  well  as  iu  the  latter  stages  of  acute  rheuma- 
tism, when  freely  combined  with  opium.  In  this  way  its  employment 
in  malignant  cholera,  perhaps,  acquired  more  reputation  than  any  other 
remedy.  Where  opium  is  freely  required  in  delirium  tremens,  proba- 
bly, it  ought  always  to  be  combined  with  capsicum,  as  the  latter  is,  un- 
doubtedly, the  best  substitute  for  alcohol,  during  the  debility  arising 
from  its  sudden  abstraction,  of  any  single  article  hitherto  discovered. 
Much  less  opium  is  commonly  necessary,  when  capsicum  is  employed  at 
the  same  time.  > 

The  question  has  lately  been  made,  What  authority  have  we  in  tb6 
books,  for  its  extensive  use  ?  I  believe  there  is  very  little ;  but,  iikd 
many  other  elderly  men,  as  1  read  but  few  modern  medical  publications, 
it  is  very  probable  that  many  valuable  observations  upon  the  subject 
may  have  escaped  me.  Thomas  mentions  capsicum  and  salt,  in  vinegar, 
as  a  favorite  remedy  for  cynaoche  maligna,  in  the  West  Indies.  In  the 
Philadelphia  editions  of  Gregory's  Practice,  capsicum  in  hemorrhage  is 
mentioned,  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Miner,  who  is,  perhaps,  the  first 
regular  physician  that  thus  gave  it  a  fair  trial.  A  distinguished  author 
upon  theory  and  practice,  though  I  have  not  read  him,  is  said  also  to 
recommend  it,  upon  the  same  authority,  as  well  as  from  his  own  experi- 
ence. With  the  exception  of  a  few  general  remarks,  in  most  dispensa- 
tories, and  treatises  on  the  materia  medica,  upon  articles  of  this  kind,  I 
am  unable,  at  present,  to  cite  any  further  authorities  from  the  books.  I 
read,  however,  most  of  the  testimony  in  its  favor,  during  the  prevalence 
of  cholera. 

Thomson,  whatever  he  may  pretend  to  the  contrary,  undoubtedly 
first  derived  his  information  upon  the  subject,  from  seeing  it  used,  or 
hearing  of  its  employment,  in  typhus  syncopalis  and  in  pneumonia  ty* 
phodes.  His  sweating  or  steaming  process  has  the  same  origin,  as  well 
as  his  lobelia.  The  difficulty  with  him,  in  common  with  every  other 
species  of  quackery,  consists  in  his  employing  the  bed  of  Procrustes,  to 
which  he  ignorantly  and  barbarously  attempts  to  lengthen  or  shorten 
every  patient.  The  most  valuable  instruments,  in  his  hands,  there- 
fore, are  the  means  of  doing  infinitely  more  barm  than  good.  Besides, 
his  empiricism  has  a  tendency  to  prejudice  the  regular  practitioner,  and 
thus  to  bring  some  of  the  most  important  agents  of  the  materia  medica 
into  disrepute,  in  the  minds  of  those  physicians  who  are  not  already  fa- 
miliar with  their  operation. 

Before  concluding,  I  would  remark  that  I  presume  capsicum  is  a  far 
better  and  more  manageable  remedy  than  cubebs,  in  most  of  the  affec- 
tiops  in  which  the  latter  article  has  been  so  highly  recommended. 
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In  ifina,  1  consider  capicuro,  when  judiciously  employed,  as  being  one 
of  the  most  important  remedies  of  the  whole  materia  medica.  The 
preceding  suggestions  are  very  imperfect,  and  are  merejy  thrown  out  in 
order  to  draw  forth  remarks  from  abler  pens.  A  good  dissertation  upon 
.the  aroicle,  in  my  view,  is  quite  a  desideratum  in  our  medical  literature. 

February  5,  1838.  Senex. 


CASE  OF   FALSE   8UPERFCETATION,  OR  EXTRA-UTERINE 
CONCEPTION. 

IT  tTBPHBir     W.   WILLIAMS,  M.D.,    LATS     PROFESSOR    OF   MKDICAI.    JDRlSPTtUDKZfCE   IV 
THB   BXRKSHIRB   MBDICAL   HfSTlTUTIOH. 

[Commaaicated  for  Uie  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJourual.] 

Ik  tooimection  with  the  course  of  lectures  which  I  have  repeatedly  de- 
livered in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  and  once  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  of  the  Western  District  of  New  York,  at  Fairfield,  I  have 
iMea  in  the  habit  of  mentioning  the  following  case,  which  I  think  an  in- 
tareatiBg  onB.-^AIthough  it  may  be  considered  an  aberration  from  the 
3ubject,  I  will  premise  that  I  have  just  returned  from  delivering  a  course 
pf  leclunee  upon  medical  jurisprudence  in  the  Western  Medical  College 
jQf  New  York,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  Tbeodric 
Romeyn  Beck,  M.D.,  the  distinguished  author  of  the  Dements  of 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  professor  of  this  department  and  of  Materia 
Medica,  I  was  invited  by  the  Faculty  of  the  College  to  take  bis  place  in 
the  former  department.  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  college,  and  think 
it  in  A  highly  prosperous  and  flourishing  condition.  The  number  of 
students,  since  the  year  18M,  has  averaged  more  than  140  a  year.  In 
the  year  1834  there  were  217.  This  year,  although  the  number  of 
Itudents  is  smaller  throughout  the  country  than  usual,  owing  to  our  pe* 
euniary  embarrassments,  the  number  borne  on  the  catalogue  is  142 — the 
latgest  number,  probably,  in  the  northern  States.  The  college  buildings 
are  large  and  commodious,  and  as  amply  supplied  with  museum,  cabi«* 
nets,  and  chemical  and  philosophical  apparatus,  as  any  institution  in  the 
qouatry.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  Dr.  Beck  is  conva- 
lescing rapidly,  and  will  soon  be  able  to  attend  to  his  arduous  avocations. 
With  this  I  send  you  a  catalogue  of  the  faculty  and  students  of  the 
W€9tem  Medical  College,  and  hasten  to  give  you  a  detail  of  the  case 
fi^ferred  to  in  the  commencement  of  this  article. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1823,  I  was  requested  by  my  father,  and 
Dr.  A.  F.  Stone,  of  Greenfield,  to  attend  and  assist  them  in  a  post-roor* 
torn  examination  of  a  woman,  a  patient  of  Dr.  Stone,  who  had  just  died, 
after  having  been  delivered  of  a  child  a  week  before.  She  was  twenty- 
(bur  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death,  had  been  .married  two  years, 
and  this  was  her  second  child.  The  first  labor  was  natural,  and  the 
child  was  full  grown  for  the  period,  and  healthy.  The  second  confine- 
mi^nt  was  within  sixteen  months  of  the  first.  She  had  been  apparently 
veH  duuring  her  second  gesution,  except  that  she  had  comnlained  of 
eome  sowMtfll'tlM  abdomen^    The  second  labor  was  natund^iivflh  ibe 
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exception  that  durnng  the  progress  of  it  Dr.  Stone  felt  something  sud- 
denly give  way  under  bis  hand,  and  at  the  same  time  lie  beard  a  snap- 
ping noise,  and  he  supposed,  at  first,  that  the  uterus  bad  burst.  Labor, 
however,  soon  progressed,  which  convinced  him  that  he  was  mistaken, 
and  the  child  was  born  without  difficulty.  The  placenta  soon  followed, 
with  very  iittle  hemorrhage.  The  patient  was  now  comfortable,  and 
after  a  little  time  he  left  her.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  she  was  at- 
tacked with  excruciating  distress  in  her  bowels,  which  was  supposed  to 
be  after-pain.  It  did  not  yield  to  anodynes,  physic,  or  other  medicine. 
Her  fever  was  not  high,  and  her  symptoms  were  unaccountable.  The 
lochia  was  not  abundant,  but  natural.  She  expired  on  the  sixth  day 
after  delivery. 

On  laying  open  the  abdomen  by  dissection,  the  first  thing  that  pre* 
aejited  itself  was  a  gush  of  purulent  matter,  very  thick  and  tenacious, 
but  otherwise  to  appearance  bland.  The  peritoneum  was  considerably 
tnBamed.  I  first  examined  the  right  side.  The  viscera  were  natural* 
The  right  ovarium  was  little  larger  than  a  hen's  egg.  It  was  considera- 
bly inflamed,  and  the  first  view  of  it  seemed  to  indicate  that  it  had  burst 
and  filled  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  with  its  pus.  The  left  ovarium 
^as  <;on9iderabfy  larger  than  a  very  large  goose  egg.  It  was  perforated 
with  several  boles.  The  uterus,  except  being  very  much  thickened, 
was  natural  and  not  diseased.  Upon  making  an  incision  into  the  left 
cwariuro,  our  knife  immediately  struck  upon  a  ball  of  hair.  We  sepa- 
rated it  from  its  attachments,  and  examined  it  at  our  office.  We  found 
in  it  a  large  ball  of  hair,  as  large  as  two  hens'  eggs,  long,  and  of  a  sandy 
ootor,  like  the  mother's.  We  likewise  found  two  perfectly  formed ,  e/e« 
^ant  incisor  teethy  fkdl  grotcn,  and  as  large  as  are  to  be  found  in  the 
jato  of  any  child  two  years  of  age,  which  were  the  only  organized  sub* 
stances  we  found  in  the  ovarium.  All  the  other  parts,  even  the  bones, 
were  completely  absorbed. 

This,  in  my  estimation,  was  a  case  of  false  superfoetation,  or  extra* 
uterine  conception.  My  class  will  recollect  the  definition  of  superfoeta- 
tion— the  impregnation  of  a  woman  already  pregnant.  This,  they  will 
recollect,  is  either  true  or  false.  Drue,  when  it  happens  in  the  womb 
itself;  fabe,  when  one  foetus  is  deposited  in  the  womb,  the  other  in  the 
ovarium,  the  fallopian  tube,  or  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

A  few  questions  naturally  arise,  in  relation  to  this  case,  for  the  solu- 
tion of  which,  I  confess  I  feel  myself  incompetent.  At  what  period  was 
the  left  ovarium,  in  this  case,  impregnated  ?  Was  it  at  the  first  or  at  the 
second  impregnation  ?  Or  may  we  infer  from  this  case  that  there  was  a 
fioiation  of  the  chastity  of  the  female  ?  The  hair  in  this  case  was  as 
long  as  that  <m  the  head  of  a  child  a  year  old.  How  long  must  the 
feetus  have  lived  in  the  ovarium  to  have  produced  it  of  that  length? 
How  long  n^ust  it  have  taken  the  teeth  to  have  perfected  themselves  ? 
How  k>og  must  it  have  taken  the  bones  and  the  soft  parts  to  have  been 
taken  up  by  absorption  ?  Authors  have  mentioned  that  extra-uterine 
fcetuses  have  lain  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  for  years,  and  the  bonesr 
barve  been  undissolved.  The  left  ovarium  might  have  been  impregnated, 
iv  have  vaeelved  tbe  sembal  atntt  at  the  same  time  with  the  right,  at  tbe 
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first  conception,  and,  for  some  cause  or  other,  the  ovum  might  have  been 
prevented  from  passing  through  the  fallopian  tube  into  the  uterus,  and 
consequently  the  foetus  must  have  remained,  to  perfect  itself,  in  the  ova- 
rium. Several  such  instances  are  on  record.  But  it  appears  to  me 
there  was  not  time,  in  this  case,  for  the  growth  and  decay  of  the  fcetus 
between  the  6rst  and  second  parturition.  The  accoucheur,  Dr.  Stone, 
who  was  with  her  in  the  first  labor,  was  satisfied  that  there  was  no  other 
foetus  remaining  behind.  Except  some  soreness  of  the  abdomen,  she 
went  regularly  through  her  second  gestation,  and  was  delivered,  at  the 
proper  time,  of  a  fine  healthy  child.  Do  these  facts,  or  do  they  not, 
prove  that  this  conception  must  have  happened  prior  to  marriage.  1 
leave  the  solution  of  it  to  abler  physiologists  than  myself.  I  must  con* 
fess  I  am  not  able  to  explain  it. 

Denman  and  Baillie  both  think  that  these  substances  may  be  found 
in  the  uterus  without  conception.  Dr.  Denman  says :  "  It  is  very  re- 
markable that  in  diseases  of  th^  ovaria,  teeth,  hair,  bones,  and  other  ex- 
traneous animal  substances,  are  found  in  them  so  frequently  that  there  is 
scarce  a  collection  of  anatomical  curiosities  in  which  there  are  not  various 
examples."  "  These  substances,"  he  observes,  <'  have  hitherto  been 
considered  as  remnants  of  parts  of  imperfect  conception ;  but  a  cele- 
brated anatomist  of  the  present  day  has  fully  proved  that  they  may  be 
found  without  conception,  or  even  any  connubial  intercourse." 

If  such  be  the  fact,  I  must  confess  I  am  unable  to  comprehend  it.  It 
is  confessed,  on  all  sides,  that  the  ovum  is  formed  or  impregnated  in  the 
ovarium,  and  passes,  after  a  certain  period,  into  the  uterus  to  be  per* 
fected.  Now,  why  .may  not  some  disease  of  the  fallopian  tube  prevent 
its  passage  into  the  uterus  ?  An  obstruction,  from  any  cause,  might 
prevent  it.  In  that  case  might  it  not  lie  in  the  ovarium  until  it  bad 
partially  perfected  itself,  when  death  and  decomposition  might  ensue  ? 
In  this  case  it  might  not  he  able  to  pass  into  the  uterus  at  all.  The  sub- 
ject is  involved  in  some  doubt,  yet  I  must  confess  I  cannot  believe  that 
it  could  be  formed  without  intercourse. 

Deerfieldy  February  2rf,  1838. 


LUXATION  OF  THE   CERVICAL   VERTEBRAE    WITHOUT    FRACTURE. 

A  CAse  of  this  very  unusual  accident  was  brought  to  the  University 
College  Hospital  on  the  morning  of  the  12ih.  it  appeared  that  the 
patient,  a  carpenter,  thirty-five  years  of  age,  was  on  the  previous  even- 
ing sitting  on  a  rail,  about  four  feet  in  height,  when  he  fell  suddenly 
backwards,  pitching  on  the  ground  with  considerable  force,  and  falling, 
as  he  supposes,  on  his  shoulders,  and  the  lower  part  of  his  neck.  He 
was  quite  sober  at  the  time.  On  being  taken  up  he  was  found  to  be 
sensible,  but  the  use  of  both  his  arms  and  legs  was  entirely  lost.  He 
was  removed  to  a  beer  shop  in  the  neighborhood,  where  be  remained 
during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning,  at  nine  o*clock,  was  brought  to  the 
hospital.  He  was  sensible  on  his  admission,  and  free  from  pain  when 
be  remained  at  rest     When  be  was  moved,  however,  be  complained  of 
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great  pain  across  his  shoulders.  The  upper  and  lower  extremities,  and 
almost  the  entire  trunk,  were  completely  paralyzed,  both  as  regarded 
sensation  and  motion,  which  were,  however,  natural  in  the  head,  neck, 
upper  third  of  the  thorax,  and  a  few  inches  befow  the  shoulders.  The 
breathing  was  oppressed,  and  carried  on  almost  entirely  by  the  dia- 
phragm ;  the  countenance  rather  anxious,  the  surface  warm,  pulse  na- 
tural. Since  the  accident  he  has  passed  neither  urine  or  faeces.  He 
was  ordered  an  enema,  and  the  urine  was  drawn  off  by  the  catheter. 

Two,  P.  M.  Seems  restless;  countenance  indicates  greater  anxiety  ; 
the  breathing  is  more  oppressed  ;  there  is  slight  loss  of  power  on  the  left 
side  of  the  neck  ;  the  articulation  is  impaired  ;  the  abdomen  is  tympani- 
tic ;  tongue  dry  ;  much  thirst. 

Five,  P.  M.  Restlessness  increased  ;  he  is  continually  rolling  his 
head  from  side  to  side  ;  the  muscles  of  deglutition  on  the  left  side  are 
paralyzed ;  great  thirst ;  dry  and  foul  tongue,  which,  when  he  attempts 
to  speak,  protrudes  at  the  left  angle  of  the  mouth ;  great  difficulty  of 
deglutition  ;  difficulty  of  breathing  and  anxiety  of  countenance  increased. 
His  urine  has  been  escaping  involuntarily  for  some  time ;  at  half  past 
six  twelve  ounces  were  drawn  off  by  means  of  the  catheter.  He  got 
gradually  worse,  and  died  at  eight,  P.  M. 

The  autopsy  was  performed  eighteen  hours  after  death.  The  blood, 
which  was  perfectly  fluid,  was  much  effused  between  the  posterior  mus- 
cles of  the  neck.  There  was  complete  luxation  between  the  fourth  and 
fifth  cervical  vertebrae,  the  latter  being  thrown  backwards.  The  proper 
ligaments  of  the  vertebrae  were  lacerated,  as  were  also  some  of  the  ten- 
dons of  the  longus  colli  muscle.  There  was  no  fracture  of  the  articU" 
lating  processes.  On  opening  the  vertebral  canal  the  chord  was  found 
to  be  compressed  between  the  arch  of  the  fourth  and  body  of  the  6fth 
cervical  vertebrae  ;  the  membranes  of  the  chord  were  not  much  injured. 
The  chord  appeared  a  little  softened  at  the  compressed  portion,  but 
otherwise  its  texture  was  unaltered.  The  examination  was  not  conduct- 
ed farther.  Mr.  Liston  pointed  particularly  to  the  fact  of  there  being  no 
fracture,  a  very  unusual  circumstance  in  accidents  of  this  description, 
and  the  absence  of  which  rendered  the  case  peculiarly  interesting.  Had 
the  precise  nature  of  the  case  been  ascertained,- it  is  probable  that  an 
attempt  at  reduction  might  have  been  made. — London  Lancet. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
BOSTON,    FEBRUARY      14,    J838. 


MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL  SOCIETY— COUNSELLORS'  MEETING. 

On  Wednesday  last,  February  7th,  the  Counsellors  convened  at  the 
Athenaeum,  in  this  city,  twenty-eight  members  being  present,  the  Presi-' 
dent,  Dr.  Shattuck,  in  the  chair. 

A  communication  from  the  Worcester  District  Medical  Society,  re- 
commendiDg  the  repeal  of  certain  by-laws,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Hale  was 
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referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  viz.,  Drs.  Jackson,  of  Boston  ;  Wil* 
lard,  of  Uxbridge  ;  and  Green,  of  Lowell,  who  subsequently  reported 
that  the  39th  article  of  the  by-laws  appears  reasonable,  but  not  impor- 
tant, and  therefore  they  reconiraead  its  repeal  ;  but  they  did  not  recom- 
mend the  repeal  or  suspension  of  the  56th  article.  The  report  was 
accepted. 

Dr.  Timothy  Kenniston,  of  Haverhill,  and  Dr.  Smith,  of  Sutton, 
were  elected  fellows  of  the  Society.  Dr.  Twitchell,  of  Keene,  N.  H., 
was  elected  an  honorary  member.  Drs.  Walker,  of  Charlestown,  and 
Strong,  of  Boston,  were  chosen  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
treasury  ;  and  Drs.  Otis  and  Morrill,  both  of  Boston,  were  appointed  a 
commtttee  to  examine  the  library. 

Dr.  J.  y.  C.  Smith  introduced  the  following  resolutions  : — 

Resolved,  by  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
at  a  regular  meeting  holden  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1838,  That  in 
Ttew  of  the  splendid  achievements  in  science,  resulting  from  the  united 
efforts  of  the  learned  in  Europe,  a  general  national  convention  of  scien- 
tific men  in  the  United  States,  at  specified  seasons,  for  the  interchange 
of  opinions  and  for  concentrating  their  labor,  would  not  only  tend  to  de- 
velope  the  resources  of  the  new  world,  but  would  also  advance  the  cause 
of  human  happiness.  Geology,  mineralogy,  agriculture,  and  the  broad 
domain  of  natural  history,  have  been  but  partially  and  imperfectly  ex- 
plored, and  unless  there  is  a  combination  of  all  the  intellectual  energies 
of  those  who  especially  cultivate  the  arts  and  sciences  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  the  character  of  the  diversified  objects  of  nature,  which  every- 
where abound  within  the  geographical  boundaries  of  this  great  republic^ 
generation  afler  generation  may  pass  away,  without  knowin<>  tUe  physical 
constitution  or  real  condition  of  their  native  land.  The  field  is  truly  vast, 
and  amply  sufficient  to  give  employment  to  every  possible  order  of  ge- 
nius or  industry.  And,  as  medical  men,  thus  far,  in  the  history  of  this 
<eountry,  have  manifested  a  particular  devotion  to  the  various  depart- 
ments of  scientific  inquiry,  and  still  continue,  under  many  disadvan- 
tages, to  collect,  to  investigate  and  register  the  principal  discoveries 
which  have  been  made  in  relation  to  the  primitive  appearance  of  the 
American  continent,  and  its  various  changes  to  prepare  it  to  become  the 
appropriate  residence  of  civilized  man,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  this  Council,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  propose  to  all  the  known  literary  and  scientific  societies  in 
the  United  States,  to  send  delegates,  on  some  specified  day  the  ensuing 
autumn,  to  the  most  convenient  and  central  place  in  the  Union,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  organizing  a  National  Scientific  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  extend  invitations 
to  distinguished  individuals  in  foreign  countries,  to  encourage,  by  their 
presence  and  co-operation,  the  great  objects  contemplated  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  important  national  institution. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  shall  report  monthly,  to  this  Coun- 
cil, their  progress  and  the  prospects  of  success  in  collecting  a  sufiicient 
number  of  eminent  persons  for  organizing  the  proposed  conTeotion,  till 
such  time  as  the  Council  is  satisfied  that  no  further  action  on  the  part  of 
this  Board  will  be  necessary  to  ensure  the  perfect  success  of  this  de- 
fliirable,  and,  as  they  believe,  practicable  undertaking. 

Dr.  Jackson,  afVcr  making  some  very  appropriate  and  judicious  obser- 
vations, moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  open 
the  foregoing  resolutions^  i^  the  next  meetiug  of  the  Counsellors.    Dnr. 
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JttGob  ffigelov,  G«org6  Hayward,  Rafos  Wymao,  Enoch  Hale^  and  J. 
V.  C  Smith,  of  Boston,  coostitate  the  commiUee, 

Dr.  Hay  ward  called  ihe  aAtaotion  t>f  the  Board  lo  the  impvMPtanoa  ^ 
DMking  a  apeedy  application  to  the  legislature,  now  in  session,  in  rela«« 
tion  to  soiBe  modification  of  the  law  with  regard  to  the  smallpoSc.  Aft 
alteration  was  made  the  last  session,  but  it  was  not  sufficiently  explicit  ; 
the  law  was  still  vexatious  to  the  patient,  as  well  as  the  physiciaA.  The 
first  was  required  to  be  moved  from  his  home,  if  it  could  be  done  without 
hazard  of  life,  and  the  practitioner  was  obliged  to  report  the  existence  of 
the  disease  to  the  civil  authorities.  As  the  law  now  stands,  the  pubiit)' 
confidence  in  vaccination  is  shaken.  Full  reliance  may  always  be  placed 
in  that  operation.  The  committee  consists  of  Drs.  Hayward,  Smith) 
Hale,  Adams,  Wyman,  and  Walker. 


Slate  Medical  By-Laids. — Although  the  following  comprises  part  of  a 
private  letter,  it  is  just  such  a  document  as  should  be  published.  The 
writer  is  a  liberal-minded  man,  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  has  constantly  at  heart  the  honor  and  respectability  of 
the  profession  in  the  Commonwealth.  We  are  happy  to  say  that  a  modi- 
fication of  one  obnoxious  article  was  effected  at  the  late  meeting  of  the 
Council. 

*'  I  presume  the  resolve  of  the  Worcester  District  Society,  requesting 
the  repeal  of  the  39th  and  56th  By-laws  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  will  come  up  for  consideration  before  the  Council  to-morrow 
(February  7).  Our  reasons  for  this  resolve  are  briefly  these.  Let  me 
remark  that  the  language  in  that  resolve  is  not  sufficiently  explicit.  We 
object  to  no  part  of  the  39lh  By-law  except  the  payment  of  the  fee  of 
ten  dollars  ;  and  we  object  to  that  because  we  think  that  the  Censors  had 
better  be  paid  for  their  arduous  duties  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the 
Society — that  the  fee  is  required  of  young  men,  at  the  very  period  of 
their  lives  when  they  are  least  able  to  meet  it,  at  the  very  commencemeni 
of  their  professional  career — that  being,  of  course,  exacted  only  of  those 
who  obtain  their  degrees  out  of  the  State,  it  appears  like  an  invidious 
distinction  between  the  graduates  of  our  own  and  of  foreign  schools — 
that  supposing  the  intention  of  the  fee  to  be  unexceptionable,  it  is  gen- 
erally, I  may  say  almost  universally,  believed  by  the  pt-ofession  out  of 
the  Society,  in  this  section  of  the  State,  to  be  a  tax  upon  those  who  have 
preferred  other  medical  schools  than  our  own — that  it  is  a  frequent  and 
very  eflTectual  argument  with  those  who  are  inimical  to  the  Society,  to 
persuade  the  junior  members  of  the  profession  from  uniting  with  the  So-^ 
ciety,  and  the  subject  of  serious  complaint  with  those  of  more  kindly 
feelings — ('I  would  like  to  join  your  Society,  but  I  will  never  pay  thai 
ten  dollars,'  is  a  remark  I  have  oAen  heard) — that  a  law  in  itself,  and 
the  intention  of  its  framers,  may  be  unexceptionable,  but  from  local 
causes  and  prejudices  may  be  unwise  and  injurious  to  the  very  interests 
it  was  intended  to  promote,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  repealed — and, 
finally,  that  as  in  the  fiwe  Western  Counties  we  have  but  152  Fellows 
(by  the  register  of  1837),  out  of  350  physicians,  it  is  good  policy  for  the 
weaker  party  to  remove  every  obstacle  to  the  increase  of  their  number, 
which  can  be  removed  without  trenching  upon  their  principles. 

''  There  are  many  other  cogent  considerations,  to  which  1  cannot  a1^ 
Ittde  at  this  time.    I  will  only  remark,  that  among  the  350,  are  fonna 
ne  of  the.  most  talented  end  mflueotial  pfayiiiciana  of  these  cotmtiM. 
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Of  course,  theiie  are  the  consuhing  physicians  of  their  respective  ctr« 
cuits.  The  result  is  evident  ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  ia 
these  counties,  the  laws  of  the  Society  in  relation  to  consultations  with 
irregular  practitioners  are  a  dead  letter — they  are  entirely  disregarded. 
At  least,  such  is  the  result  of  my  observations  and  inquiries.  1  have 
taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  case. 

<*  By  the  register  of  1837,  the  number  of  Fellows  in  Hampden  is  19  ; 
in  Berkshire,  19  ;  Franklin,  21  ;  Hampshire,  28  ;  Worcester,  65.  As 
near  as  I  can  ascertain,  after  some  little  trouble,  the  number  of  Physi- 
cians in  the  four  Western  Counties  is  about  230  ;  Fellows,  87  !  (not  in- 
cluding the  addition  to  the  Society  in  Berkshire  during  the  past  year). 
The  number  of  physicians  in  Worcester  is  at  least  120  ! 

"  This  state  of  things  ought  not  to  continue.  You  will  remember  what 
my  feelings  were  when  forced  to  pay  the  fee  of  ten  dollars.  I  owe  it  to 
your  persuasion  that  I  renounced  those  feelings  and  joined  the  Society. 
And  now  ]et<  me  say  that  I  am  strongly  aUacked  to  our  Society^  and .  am 
sincerely  desirous  of  promoting  its  best  interests.  Let  me  be  beg  of  you 
one  favor — do  not  let  any  one  call  me  a  Radical.  R.  R.  J. 


Maasachusetls  General  Hospital. — The  following  officers  have  been 
elected  for  1838  : — Edward  Tuckerman,  President  ;  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Vice  President ;  Henry  Andrews,  Treasurer  ;  William  Gray,  Secretary  ; 
Charles  Amory,  William  Appleton,  George  Bond,  N.  I.  Bowditch,  Mar- 
tin Brimmer,  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  Henry  Edwards,  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  Rob- 
ert Hooper,  Jr.,  Thomas  Lamb,  Samuel  Lawrence,  and  Robert  G.  Shaw, 
Trustees  ;  Drs.  James  Jackson,  John  Randall,  George  C.  Shaltuck,  and 
John  Ware,  Consulting  Physicians  ;  Drs.  George  B.  Doane,  John  Jef- 
fries, Abel  L.  Peirson,  and  Solomon  D.  Townsend,  Consulting  Surgeons  ; 
Dr.  Gamaliel  Bradford,  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  ;  Drs.  Jacob 
Bigelow,  Walter  Channing,  and  Enoch  Hale,  Physicians  ;  Dr.  John  B. 
S.  Jackson,  Consulting  Physician  ;  Drs.  John  C.  Warren,  and  George 
Hayward,  Surgeons  ;  Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell,  Physician  and  Superintendent 
McLean  Asylum  ;  Mr.  Columbus  Tyler,  Steward  of  do.  ;  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Tyler,  Matron  of  do. 


Statistics  of  Mortality. — The  following  condensed  comparative  view  of 
the  condition  of  the  public  health  in  the  City  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  in  1836 
and  1837,  was  prepared  by  Dr.  John  O.  Green,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  and  was  found  appended  to  tho  annual  statement  of  deaths  ia 
the  official  returns  to  the  city  authorities. 

Diseasai. 

Consumption, 
Inflam.  Lungs, 
Cholera  Infantum,    8 
Typhus  Fever, 
Scarlet  Fever, 


Glanders  intke  Hmian  Subject, — The  last  number  of  the  ^'  Memoirs  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  Paris,"  contains  a  well-writen  mono- 
graph, by  M.  Raver,  on  Glanders  in  the  Human  Subject.  M.  Rayer 
details  eighteen  case  of  this  aflfection,  and  has  illustrated  his  paper  by 
flome  beautifully  colored  drawings.     Another  memoir^  coDtainiog  mx 


1836. 

27 

1837. 

36 

Diseases. 

Measles, 

1836. 

5 

1837. 

7 

22 
8 

14 
16 

Apoplexy, 
Inflam.  Brain, 

4 
6 

5 
4 

37 
9 

26 
38 

Dropsy     " 
Chronic  Diarrhcea, 

6 
14 

6 
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cases  of  Glanders,  may  be  found  in  Ihe  18th  and   19th  numbers  of  the 
*'  Berlin  Medical  Gazette  "  for  \^1, ^London  Lancet 


Tobacco, — There  are  two  distinct  principles  in  tobacco,  to  which  its 
medicinal  and  poisonous  properties  are  to  be  ascribed  ;  one  an  alkaline 
principle,  the  other  an  empyreumatic  oil.  One  drop  of  the  alkali,  or  ni^ 
cotinay  will  kill  a  dog.  The  empyreumatic  oil  operates  on  the  nprvous 
system,  and  the  njcotina  on  the  irritability  of  the  heart.  When  the  infu- 
sion of  tobacco  is  taken  in  suificient  quantity  to  operate  on  the  cerebellum 
and  spinal  chord,  it  is  attended,  among  other  symptoms,  with  the  most 
acute  sensibility  of  the  surface.  This  sensibility  of  the  skin  always  attends 
powerful  excitement  of  that  poition  of  the  nervous  system,  which  is  in 
fact  the  cause  of  it  in  hydrophobia. 

A  very  striking  instance  of  the  energetic  powers  of  the  empyreumatic 
oil  of  tobacco,  is  detailed  by  M.  Barrows,  in  his  *'  Travels  at  the  Cape." 
A  Hottentot  touched  the  tongue  of  a  serpent  with  a  drop  of  this  oil  from 
the  tube  of  his  tobacco  pipe.  The  effect  was  instantaneous  as  an  elec- 
tric shock.  With  a  convulsive  motion,  which  was  involuntary,  the  snake 
half  untwisted  himself  and  never  stirred  more  ;  the  muscles  we  re 'so  con- 
tracted that  the  whole  animal  felt  hard  and  rigid,  as  if  dried  in  the  sun. 

In  the  treatment  of  cases  of  poisoning  by  tobacco,  the  rapidity  of  the 
action  of  the  poison  leaves  no  time  for  the  action  of  the  stomach  pump 
or  emetics  ;  it  is  therefore  of  the  first  importance  to  neutralize  the  poison 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  this  is  readily  effected  by  the  infusion  of  galls, 
or  any  vegetable  astringent.  The  tannic  acid  combines  with  the  nicotine, 
and  forms  an  insoluble  salt.  The  next  object  is  to  rouse  the  prostrated 
nervous  energy,  by  the  administration  of  such  stimulants  as  will  operate 
quickly,  namely,  ammonia,  and  such  like. — Ibid, 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Smith,  the  Surgeon  General  of  Texas,  is 
now  on  his  way  to  Washington,  the  bearer  of  government  despatches. — 
Dr.  Houghton  has  been  appointed,  by  the  executive  of  Michigan,  to  con- 
duct the  geological  survey  of  that  State. — The  entire  family  of  Dr. 
Helm,  near  Springfield,  Ohio,  recently  came  near  being  poisoned  by 
arsenic.  Dr.  Dubois  and  a  nephew  of  Dr.  Helm  were  also  sufl^erers. 
A  third  attempt  has  been  made,  in  the  same  way,  to  murder  them,  yet  no 
clue  has  been  discovered  to  lead  to  the  detection  of  the  criminal. — Dr. 
Haskell's  excellent  introductory  lecture  before  the  Boston  Physiological 
Society,  has  been  published  in  a  pamphlet  form. — Eleven  students  of 
medicine,  attending  the  late  course  of  lectures  in  Boston,  have  passed  a 
successful  examination  for  the  degree  of  doctor  in  medicine. — A  celebrated 
quack,  referred  to  in  last  week's  Journal,  who  has  enjoyed  a  reputation 
for  curing  bad  ulcers,  represented  to  be  worth  to  him  two  or  three  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year,  had  one  of  his  legs  amputated  last  week,  on  account 
of  an  ulcer  which  defied  his  own  skill — or  else  he  was  unwilling  to  hazard 
applications  which  have  been  liberally  dispensed  to  others. — A  conven- 
tion of  the  physicians  of  Ohio  has  recently  been  held  in  the  city  of  Co- 
lumbus, which  was  well  attended.  An  interesting  communication  from 
Professor  Parker,  who  has  lately  returned  from  Europe,  on  French  Sur- 
gery, was  read,  of  which  we  shall  hereafter  give  further  notice. 


To  CoaacspoNDKiTTft. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Holmes  and  £.  Alexan- 
der were  received  too  late  for  this  number. 

()[/*  The  Title-page  and  Index  of  Vol.  X  VII.  will  be  sent  to  subscribers  in  the 
next  number  of  the  JouroaL 
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WhiHe  number  of  deaths  In  Boeton,  A>r  the  week  ending  Feb.  10, 38.    Males,  31— Femaloa,  17. 

Consumption,  8— scald,  1— dropgy  on  the  brain,  1— lung  fever,  3— dropsjr  in  the  head,  1— fits.  2 — 
maradmuii,  l--cliild-bed«  1— inflamination  of  the  lungs,  1— infkntile,  3--a|ioplexy,  1'— diseue  or  tii« 
brain,  1— old  age,  9~croup,  9^8tillborn,.4. 

~FALLING~OF  ^HE~  w6MB~CbRED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATIOIf. 

DR.    A.    6.  HULL'S    ITTfiRO-ABDOMlNAL  SUPPORTER   is   offered  to  those  alUeied   «»1tli 

Prolapsus  Uteris  or  Falling  of  the  Womb^  and  other  diseages  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restomtion  to 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  lova^ 
rlably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  tlie  distressing  *^  dragging  and  bearing-dofwn.'* 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  lAtient herself. 
The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  ihe  patient  without  further  aid.  With- 
io  the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  UterthjabdanUnal  8»ppoH$r§  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Peesary  hitherto  in  use.  it  is  gmiify* 
ing  to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper^  of  London,  Edward  Delafield 
M.D.,Profes8or  of  Midwifery ,  University  of  the  SUte  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  in  the 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  Physician  or  aurgeon  wiio  has  iMd  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  ihls  Instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Trussee  bear  my 
signature  In  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

AMOS  G.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  Terk. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  ordem 
addressed  to  tliem  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWB  &  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  34  Merchants  Row,  Boston. 

VERMONT   MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 
Taa  annual  Course  of  Lectures,  at  this  institution,  will  commence  oa  the  second  Tborsdajr  of  Mnrek 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       -  -        H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by        ........      Elisha  BAarLCTT,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  -         Robbst  V\'att«,  Ja.,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by       .....        Gilmaiv  Kimbau.,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by       -----       -         Datio  PALMxa,  M  J). 

BIcdical  Jurisprudence,  by--------      Nobmait  Williams,  A.M. 

Woodatoek^  January  I7th,  1838.  F7— eptM7 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Thb  subscriber-  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  school  with  hit 
private  establishment  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  He  has  procured 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstm> 
tlons.  His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  impoiutnt  cases  sts 
occur  in  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  H.  FLINT. 

Springfield^  January,  1838.  Jan.  17. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS.  " 

Tns  undersigned  are  asaociated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medftlne  and 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  sn  extensive  niedicnl 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practiceof  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eya 
and  Bar  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  exHminations  will  include  all  the  required  profeaaionsl  werka. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  ofths  pupfla* 
^orftiTtherluformatlon,apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES.  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER.  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  Jfov.  9,  1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H:  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION.  " 

Thb  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  wtll  hi(V« 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquiremcttit  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  obeervation  of  diseases  and  the ir  treatment  in  tmaDi»ptmt&tf 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1 , 3  and  3,  and  in  eases  which  mil  be  treated  at  the  room  daily, 
instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  wmIc. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  ov«r  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BITCK.  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.9. 
Boston,  August  9,  1837.  HENRY  O.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORIARTT,  M.f . 

THB  BOSTON  MBDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  kf 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  commnnlcatiens 
must  be  addres8ed,pojrt-jiatJ.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Partcontalninc  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  precedina  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.—Prlea  t3jWa 
year  in  advance.93.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agenta af MWM 
every  seventh  copy  gratia — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  aeeompoiitod  kj  pajranat  ia  kdVsMia«f 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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A  CASE  OF   HYDATIDS  IN  THE   LIVER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
SiR,-~Should  you  deem  the  following  case  of  sufficient  interest  for  an 
insertion  in  your  valuable  Journal,  it  is  at  your  service. 

The  subject  of  this  case  is  a  Congregational  minister,  and  a  foreigner, 
who  arrived  in  this  country  from  England  in  the  month  of  August,  1834, 
and  was  at  that  time  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health  ;  aged  35  years, 
rather  corpulent.  In  April,  1835,  he  had  an  ill  turn  of  some  three  or 
four  weeks  continuance,  arising  from  a  seveie  cold,  which  was  attended 
with  considerable  cough,  hoarseness,  and  a  slight  spitting  of  blood.  In  a 
few  weeks,  however,  these  left  him,  and  his  health  continued  uninter- 
ruptedly good  until  January,  1836,  when  he  received  a  severe  fall  upon 
bis  right  breast  and  side,  across  a  stick  of  timber,  ihe  effects  of  which 
he  felt  more  or  less  through  the  winter,  such  as  pain  in  his  right  side, 
together  with  considerable  lassitude  and  debility,  especially  when  .he 
made  any  considerable  exertion  in  speaking.  In  April  his  complaints 
bad  so  far  encroached  upon  his  health  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
he  could  perform  bis  ministerial  labors  on  the  Sabbath.  At  this  period 
I  was  consulted  He  had  no  fever,  his  bowels  were  regular,  and  there 
was  no  coat  upon  the  tongue — his  pulse  were  not  accelerated,  but  were 
rather  soft  and  feeble,  l^he  only  thing  he  complained  of,  was  a  pain  in 
bis  right  side,  which  I  found,  upon  examination,  over  the  region  of  the 
liver,  to  present  considerable  tenderness,  witliout  any  enlargement,  at 
this  time,  of  that  organ.  He  was  also  obliged,  generally,  once  or  twice 
in  the  night  to  get  out  of  bed  to  evacuate  his  water. 

Supposing  that  his  disease  was  a  deranged  condition  of  the  functions 
of  the  liver,  together  with  a  congested  state  of  its  blood-vessels,  at  this 
time  I  took  from  bis  arm  about  six  ounces  of  blood,  when  be  becoming 
laiot,  I  tied  up  the  arm.  Directed  a  blue  pill  twice  a  week  at  night, 
followed  with  senna  and  salts  in  the  morning.  In  ten  days,  having  re- 
ceived no  benefit,  I  applied  a  large  epispastic  to  the  side,  and  when  it 
had  healed  kept  up  an  irritation  with  tartar  ointment  some  five  or  six 
weeks,  from  which  he  received  considerable  relief.  For  his  urinary 
complaint  I  directed  uva  ursi,  but  without  any  benefit.  Though  the 
pain  in  the  side  was  much  relieved,  still  tlie  lassitude  and  general  de- 
bility remained  much  the  same,  and  supposing  that  this  state  of  the  sys- 
tem might  be  kept  up  by  too  close  application  to  bis  studies  and  other 
Rtioisterial  duties,  and  that  a  respite  fronn  tbem  might  leave  the  system  ia 
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a  condition  to  recover  its  lost  tone,  I  advised  him  to  visit  the  Springs, 
hoping  that  the  journey  and  the  waters  might  do  much  good  in  restoring 
his  health.  He  spent  six  or  seven  weeks  in  July  and  August  at  the 
Springs,  and  returned  much  improved  in  appearance  and  in  ability  to 
preach.  On  his  return  from  the  Springs  he  resumed  his  labors,  and  con- 
tinued them  without  much  Interruption  until  the  close  of  the  year. 
There  was,  however,  during  these  several  months,  a  marked  and  regular 
emaciation  in  his  appearance. 

From  the  time  that  he  returned,  up  to  the  15th  January,  1837,  I  was 
not  consulted  by  him,  and  be  took,  1  believe,  no  medicine  of  any  kind. 
On  the  15th  of  January,  1837,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  considera- 
ble pain  in  his  side,  which  had  been  increasing  two  or  three  weeks,  and 
thought  he  must  apply  another  blister  soon.  On  the  17th  he  impro- 
perly exposed  himself  to  a  storm  and  took  a  violent  cold.  18tb.  Had 
pain  in  his  head,  back  and  limbs,  with  diarrhoea.  ]9lh.  Diarrhoea  had 
ceased,  but  the  other  symptoms  continued  the  same.  On  the  20th  I  was 
called  in  for  the  first  time,  and  found  him  feverish  and  restless ;  he  had 
considerable  trhirst,  with  nausea.  I  directed  an  emetic,  to  be  followed 
with  a  cathartic  of  calomel  and  jalap — at  night  a  Dover's  powder,  with 
a  cup  of  hot  drink  in  order  to  produce  perspiration.  2lst.  At  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  he  was  seized  with  most  excruciating  pain  in  his  right 
side.  Having  been  called  out  of  town  myself,  Dr.  Collins  was  called 
in,  in  the  morning,  who  bled  him  and  applied  a  large  blister  to  his  side. 
At  1 1  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  returned  and  bled  him  again.  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  having  obtained  no  relief,  his  pulse  being  still  full  and  strong,  1 
sat  him  up  in  bed  and  bled  him  again  nearly  to  fainting.  While  dress- 
ing his  blister,  I  noticed  a  great  fulness  over  the  region  of  the  liver. 
Upon  a  more  accurate  examination  I  found  there  was  an  immense  in- 
ternal tumefaction  or  swelling,  which  was  extremely  tender  to  the  touch. 
The  whole  hypochondriac  region  seemed  to  be  filled  with  an  enormous 
tumor  of  some  kind.  The  ribs  upon  that  side  were  very  much  pressed 
outwards  by  the  tumor,  which  extended  across  the  stomach  to  the  left 
side,  and  downwards  to  the  umbilicus.  It  presented  to  the  sight  and 
touch  the  appearance  of  an  enormously  enlarged  liver.  The  borders  of 
the  tumor  below  and  on  the  left  side  were  distinctly  seen  and  felt.  The 
existence  of  any  swelling  had  never  been  noticed  by  the  patient,  and 
this  is  the  first  time  that  I  had  any  knowledge  of  it.  I  supposed  it  to 
be  the  liver  enlarged  by  chronic  inflammation  or  from  vascular  engorge- 
ment, and  that  the  present  severe  attack  was  an  acute  inflammation 
supervening  upon  the  chronic.  22d.  The  pain  somewhat  relieved — tbe 
blister  drew  well — directed  calomel  and  opium,  and  the  bowels  to  be 
moved  with  senna  and  sahs.  23d.  In  the  morning  no  material  change. 
I  began  to  fear  that  suppuration  would  take  place,  and  even  thought  1 
could  then  detect  a  fluctuation.  At  evening  my  fears  were  but  too  well 
confirmed,  for  he  had  a  severe  chill  of  half  an  hour's  duration,  followed 
by  great  prostration  of  strength,  with  a  weak,  frequent,  fluttering  and 
intermitting  pulse,  and  the  whole  body  was  covered  with  a  cold  clammy 
perspiration.  J  had  to  resort  to  diffusible  stimulants,  such  as  wine,  car- 
bonate of  ammonia,  ^c,  before  1  could  rouse  the  system  from  its  down- 
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ward  course.  Towards  morning  his  pulse  became  more  full  and  regular, 
beat  returned  to  his  extremities,  and  through  the  day  he  remained  very 
comfortable.  24th.  At  evening  he  had  another  chill,  which  I  shortened 
by  giving  immediately  hot  wine  and  water ;  but  the  sinking  or  collapse 
of  the  system  was  more  severe  and  continued  longer  than  it  did  the 
night  before.  On  Ibe  morning  of  the  25th,  fluctuation  was  very 
apparent. 

I  stated  to  my  patient  that  an  operation  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  aflbrd  him  any  relief  or  any  chance  of  recovery,  and  advised  to  a 
consultation,  to  which  he  assented.  At  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  met 
Dr?.  Jewett,  Shedd,  Collins  and  Fuller,  in  consultation,  when,  after  a 
careful  and  thorough  examination  of  his  case,  it  was  determined  to  make 
an  opening  into  the  tumor,  as  aflfording  the  only  possible  chance  of  re- 
lief, for  it  was  apparent  that  the  system  must  very  soon  irrevocably  sink 
without  it.  I  inserted  a  scalpel  about  one  inch  below  the  ribs  into  the 
tumor,  cutting  outwards  as  I  withdrew  the  knife,  making  an  incision 
about  one  and  a  half  inches  long  in  the  integuments,  and  nearly  as  long 
into  the  cavity  or  cyst.  From  this  opening  there  were  discharged  about 
six  pounds,  which  consisted  of  pus  and  bloody  serum,  in  which  were 
discovered  6ve  or  six  hydatid  cysts,  some  of  which  were  discharged 
without  being  ruptured.  In  one  of  these  there  was  a  small  substance 
that  had  an  appearance  like  a  clot  of  arterial  blood  floating  in  the  trans- 
parent serum  that  Glled  the  cyst.  There  were  a  large  number  of  these 
clots  discharged  with  the  pus  and  serum,  some  as  large  as  an  ounce  ball, 
which  I  imagine  were  discharged  from  some  of  the  larger  cysts  when 
they  ruptured. 

The  nature  of  the  disease  was  now  at  once  apparent.  It  was  clearly 
a  case  of  hydatids  in  the  liver.  In  consequence  of  the  distention  pro- 
duced upon  the  contiguous  parts  by  the  hydatids,  and  by  other  exciting 
causes,  acute  inflammation  had  taken  place,  followed  by  suppuration. 
In  a  short  time  after  the  incision  was  made,  the  patient  breathed  with 
more  freedom,  as  by  the  discharge  a  great  pressure  was  removed  from 
the  diaphragm  ;  his  pulse  in  a  lew  hours  became  more  regular,  but  re- 
mained remarkably  soft  and  weak. 

I  shall  now  state,  in  a  few  words,  what  the  general  treatment  was  with 
roy  patient  from  this  time  until  he  recovered,  or  until  he  ceased  to  take 
medicine  of  any  kind,  which  was  the  first  of  May,  a  few  days  over 
three  months.  He  took  brandy  and  wine  in  considerable  quantities, 
how  much  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  probably  a  gallon  of  each.  He  took 
fifteen  grains  of  quinine,  in  divided  doses,  daily,  up  to  the  first  of  April, 
when,  being  out  of  the  article,  I  substituted  (he  bark,  of  which  he  took, 
at  first,  a  drachm  once  in  two  hours  ;  and  as  be  continued  to  improve,  it 
was  given  only  once  in  four,  eight  and  twelve  hours.  He  also  took  thir- 
ty drops  of  the  solution  of  hydriodate  of  potash,  twice  a  day  ;  and  when 
he  required  an  anodyne  at  night,  he  took  a  pill  of  acetate  of  morphine. 
To  regulate  bis  bowels,  he  took  rad.  rhei,  and  Seidlitz  powders,  which 
moved  the  bowels,  and,  as  he  was  usually  thirsty,  proved  a  most  grateful 
beverage.  During  all  ibis  time  his  pulse  were  soft,  varying  from  65  to 
90  in  the  minute.    But  to  return.— On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  the  dis- 
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charge  of  a  clear,  limpid  serum  had  been  most  abundant,  wetting  the  ban- 
dages and  bedding  in  all  directions.  For  fifteen  days  the  discharge  of 
serum  continued  very  profuse,  with  a  cyst  occasionally. 

Isi  February.  The  discharge  continued  very  abimdant.  Sometimes 
it  was  clear  as  water;  at  others,  purulent,  but  inodorous.  By  inserting 
a  probe  1  frequently  ruptured  a  cyst,  when  its  contents  would  run  out  in 
a  stream.  lOih.  The  opening  into  the  cyst  or  cavity  having  contracted 
so  Hiiich  that  no  cysts  coidd  be  discharged,  I  enlarged  it  with  a  director 
and  bistoury,  and  then  I  could  pull  out,  with  a  bent  probe  and  forceps, 
from  one  to  ten  at  every  dressing.  The  discharge  was  now  nearly  a 
pint  a  day.  I  could  discharge  no  cysts  by  pressure  or  change  of  posi- 
tion, and  therefore  was  obliged  to  insert  some  kind  of  instrument  into 
the  opening  to  effect  their  discharge.  The  incision  in  the  integuments 
becoming  extremely  painful  and  irritable,  1  was  forced  to  devise  some 
means  to  defend  (hem  when  I  introduced  instruments  into  the  cavity. 
To  effect  this  object,  I  procured  a  silver  tube,  two  and  a  half  inches 
long,  nearly  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  a  cap  upon  one  end  so  that 
it  could  not  slip  into  the  cavity.  This  instrument  I  introduced  into  the 
cavity,  and  let  it  remain  there  constantly,  to  the  very  great  relief  of  mjr 
patient.  Through  this  I  could  pass  other  instruments,  without  causing 
any  pain  or  inconvenience.  I  also  injected  a  solution  of  muriate  of  so- 
da, sometimes  infusion  of  P.  bark  or  sohitiou  c.  sublimate,  with  no  %'ery 
apparent  effect,  eiiher  good  or  bad.  Ti)e  discharge  became  more  puru- 
lent, but  was  still  inodorous.  On  the  sixth  of  March  I  threw  in  a  strong 
solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc  with  considerable  effect,  for  the  discharge 
soon  became  extremely  foetid,  and  the  whole  house  seemed  to  be  6tled 
with  the  odor  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas.  This  injection  was  probably 
so  strong  that  it  destroyed  the  vitality  of  the  cysts,  if  they  possessed  any, 
fur  deconiposition  immediately  ensued,  the  cysts  coming  out  in  pieces. 
Up  to  the  18th  the  discharge  continued  to  become  more  and  more  puru- 
lent, was  very  profuse,  and  the  emaciation  of  my  patient  extremely 
rapid. 

1  had  tried  various  means  to  dislodge  the  hydatids  and  empty  the  saCj 
but  without  success — had  tried  repeatedly  to  draw  its  contents  out  with 
a  syringe,  to  which  a  long  pipe  was  attached ;  but  the  moment  I  began 
to  draw  the  piston,  the  cysts  would  cover  the  opening  into  the  pipe  and 
prevent  any  ingress  into  the  syringe.  It  usually  took  me  one  hour, 
night  and  morning,  to  dress  his  side.  I  began  to  lose  all  patience,  and 
as  for  hope,  in  his  case,  I  had  none.  At  this  time  the  thought  struck 
me  that  1  could  adapt  a  long  pipe  to  a  syringe  with  a  calibre  suffi- 
ciently large  to  admit  the  cysts  and  pus  through  it.  I  immediately  pro- 
cured one  as  large  as  I  could  pass  through  the  silver  tube,  and,  to  ray 
infinite  satisfaction,  succeeded  in  emptying  the  cavity  of  its  whole  con- 
tents without  the  least  difficulty.  I  then  threw  in  a  solution  of  Castile 
soap,  and  cleansed  it  pefectly.  From  this  time  the  discbarge  was  small 
in  quantity,  entirely  serous,  without  a  particle  of  pus,  and  without  any 
odor.  To  the  use  of  this  syringe  I  attribute  the  recovery  of  my  pa- 
tient, more  than  to  anything  else. 

From  this  time  I  washed  out  the  sac,  night  and  morniog,  with 
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water  or  a  solution  of  Castile  soap,  and  then  threw  io  a  stimulating  in* 
jection,  viz.  one  teaspoonful  solution  of  hydriodate  of  potash  in  six 
ounces  of  water.  In  a  few  minutes  1  withdrew  this,  and  left  the  cavity 
empty.  I  had  sometimes  thrown  in  more  than  a  quart  into  this  cavity, 
but  when  i  had  succeeded  in  emptying  it  with  the  syringe,  it  held  about 
six  ounces.  On  the  2Isf,  it  held  four  and  a  half  ounces.  24th.  The 
cavity  has  not  lessened  since  the  last  date — used,  for  an  injection,  thirty 
drops  of  tincture  of  creosote,  in  two  ounces  of  water.  27th.  The  cavi- 
ty held  two  ounces.  His  appetite  good,  and  he  was  gaining  in  strength. 
April  5.  The  cavity  would  hold  about  one  ounce.  The  patient  was 
gaining  in  Sesh  and  strength ;  sal  up  about  five  hours  a*day  ;  walked 
his  room  half  an  hour  twice  a-day.  The  cavity  had  so  much  contracted 
that  the  silver  tube  pressed  upon  the  internal  pans  and  caused  pain.  I 
removed  it  and  inserted  a  gum  elastic  catheter,  one  and  a  half  inches 
long,  with  a  cap  to  it,  through  which  I  continued  to  inject  and  exhaust 
the  cavity.  May  1st.  Injected  a  solution  of  c.  subliuiate.  Removed 
the  gum  tube  ;  a  small  discharge  of  serum.  15th.  1  introduced  a  com- 
mon dressing  probe,  6ve  inches  long,  into  his  side,  the  whole  length. 
There  seemed  nothing  more  than  a  narrow  deep  sinus,  which  continued 
to  discharge  serum.  I  began  to  fear  that  this  sinus  would  never  close. 
I  again  used  creosote  for  injection.  30th.  The  discharc^e  diminished 
immediately  upon  the  use  of  the  creosote.  June  1st.  The  sinus  had 
closed, and  up  to  the  present  time,  which  is  more  than  six  months,  has 
not  again  opened. 

The  number  of  cysts  discharged  in  this  case  was  nearly  or  quite  200, 
of  all  sizes,  from  that  of  a  pea  up  to  that  of  an  orange  ;  and  one,  which 
I  suppose  to  be  the  parent,  or  original  cyst,  and  in  which  all  the  others 
were  probably  contained,  was  sixteen  or  eighteen  inches  long,  of  the 
most  delicate  texture,  ruptured  and  torn  in  all  directions,  and  when 
spread  out  would  probably  have  covered  a  half  gallon  jug.  There  was 
one  cyst  discharged  through  the  tube,  the  size  of  an  orans^e,  without 
being  ruptured,  and  about  one  third  full.  I  rolled  it  several  times,  from 
one  hand  to  the  other,  before  it  broke.  I  suppose  that  the  cyst  must 
have  lost  its  vitality,  and  that  transudation  was  the  cause  of  its  bein^  par- 
tially empty.  To  show  how  extensive  this  cavity  was,  I  will  here  state 
that  I  repeatedly,  in  the  presence  of  others,  introduced  a  silver  instru- 
ment seven  inches  long,  directly  into  the  cavity,  without  reaching  the 
bottom,  and  could  turn  a  female  catheter,  six  inches  long,  in  all  direc- 
tions except  towards  the  umbilicus,  without  apparently  touching  the  pa- 
rietes  of  the  sac  at  all ;  so  that  all  can  judge  of  the  enormous  size  of 
the  hydaiid,  and  of  the  cavity  in  the  liver  in  which  it  was  contained,  for 
without  doubt  it  was  contained  in  the  substance  of  the  liver. 

One  other  circumstance,  and  I  have  done.  His  urinary  complaint, 
which  bad  continued  through  the  year,  up  to  the  very  time  of  this 
operation,  then  ceased  immediately,  and  has  not  since  troubled  him ; 
allowing, conclusively,  that  it  was  owing  to  pressure  from  this  tumor  upon 
the  kidneys  and  ureters. 

About  the  &rst  of  May  be  began  to  take  exercise  in  the  open  air.  In 
Julfr  be  again  raked  the  Springs,  which,  together  with  the  journey, 
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very  much  improved  his  general  health,  and  on  his  return  he  resumed 
his  ministerial  labors,  and  has  continued  them  ever  since,  though  he  does 
not  yet  possess  that  bodily  vigor  that  he  once  had.  During  his  long 
and  tedious  illness  he  was  always  calm  and  resigned  to  the  will  of  his 
Maker,  which  contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  his  recovery. 

DanvilUj  Ft.,  January  30,  1838.  E.  Alexander. 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE.— PARISIAN   HOSPITALS. 

[The  following  interesting  communication  is  from  an  eminent  Boston 
physician,  now  in  Europe.  It  came  too  late  to  be  inserted  in  last  week's 
Journal.] 

Mt  dear  Sir, — The  hospitals  of  Paris  are  much  improved  of  late 
years.  The  Hotel  Dieu  was  formerly  made  to  contain  five  or  six  thou- 
sand patients.  Now,  the  number  does  not  exceed  twelve  hundred. 
The  wards  are  very  large,  perfectly  clean,  and  as  rarely  present  disa- 
greeable effluvia  as  any  rooms,  containing  a  large  collection  of  human 
beings,  could  be  expected  to  do.  But  although  everything  appears  fair, 
the  mortality  in  these  wards,  especially  after  surgical  operations,  is  much 
greater  than  in  private  houses.  This  is  a  general  fact  in  hospitals,  and 
the  extent  of  its  application,  other  things  being  equal,  is  proportionate 
to  the  number  of  persons  placed  in  one  enclosure.  Small  hospitals  are, 
therefore,  more  healthy  than  large,  and  private  houses  more  so  than 
hospitals. 

This  mortality  is  to  be  attributed,  principally,  to  the  bad  atmosphere 
of  these  places.     The  wards,  or  salles^  are  very  large,  and  contain  a 
great  number  of  patients.     Some  of  the  wards  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  have 
one  hundred  beds,  placed  in  three  rows — according  to  the  length  of  the 
rooms.     But  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  height  of  the  rooms  and 
their  extent.     Of  course,  the  air  must  soon   become  vitiated,  unless 
some  process  is  employed  to  change  it.     I  believe  there  is  no  such  pro- 
'  cess  adopted  in  these  hospitals.    They  are  warmed,  imperfectly,  indeed, 
by  stoves,  around  which  the  patients  are  seen  to  crowd — a  proof  that 
the  rooms  are  not  sufficiently  heated.     There  are  no  open  fire-places, 
nor  air-flues,  nor  air-holes,  to  ventilate  the  rooms.     If  we  reflect  that 
the  air  of  a  moderate-sized  bed  chamber  is  vitiated  by  one  or  two  per- 
sons, enclosed  in  it  eight  hours  of  the  night,  what  must  we  suppose  the 
air  of  a  room  to  be  wiiich  contains  one  hundred  patients,  aflfected  with 
various  diseases,  and  with  wounds  and  ulcers  and  putrefying  sores.     I 
have  mentioned  these  facts  to  professional  gentlemen.    But  I  have  foimd 
here,  and  in  most  other  places,  that  it  is  difficult  to  impress  them  with 
the  fact  that  the  mortality  peculiar  to  hospitals  arises  from  want  of  ven- 
tilation, and  that  ventilation  by  day  is  not  sufficient  to  preserve  the  pa- 
tients.    It  must  be  equally  maintained  through  the  night.     Some  of  the 
English  hospitals  have  fires  through  the  whole  of  summer,  day  and  night. 
This  would  not  answer  in  France  nor  the  United  States ;  but  means 
equally  efiectual,  and  quite  unobjectionable,  might  be  adopted,  with  a 
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little  expense,  which  would  be  better  bestowed  on  this  than  on  almost 
any  other  object. 

The  patients  in  the  Hotel  Dieu  are  nursed  by  Religieuses,  as  are 
those  in  most  of  the  Paris  hospiials.  These  ladies  are  transferred  from 
convents  and  seminaries,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  wanted.  They 
fulfil  their  tasks  with  wonderful  fidelity  ;  and  being  persons  of  education 
and  principle,  they  are  much  more  to  be  relied  on  than  common  nurses. 
The  same  arrangement  is  adopted  in  Baltimore,  in  our  own  country,  and 
with  the  best  results.  The  institution  of  the  "  Sisters  of  Charity"  is, 
I  believe,  peculiar  to  the  Catholics,  as  I  have  not  met  with  similar  in- 
stances of  self-devotion  in  any  protestant  establishment. 

The  number  of  physicians  to  this  great  institution  is  ten  ;  the  sur- 
geons, three — so  th^t  each  practitioner  has  about  eighty  patients.  The 
greater  part  of  the  operations  fall  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  surgeons. 
Here  figured  M.  Dupuytren — a  surgeon  of  great  celebrity  for  the  adroit- 
ness of  his  operations  and  his  talent  in  explaining  and  setting  them  forth. 
He  wrote  little,  and  the  results  of  his  experience  are  therefore  lost,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  they  have  been  preserved  in  the  **  Lejons  Orales,"  pre- 
pared by  another  person,  and  of  course  presenting  a  doubtful  view  of 
the  practice  of  this  surgeon.  Dupuytren  was  succeeded  by  M.  Roux, 
who  had,  for  twenty  years  or  more,  been  surgeon  of  La  Charite,  and  is 
now  considered  as  the  first  of  the  operating  surgeons  of  Paris.  M. 
Roux  was  about  the  age  of  Dupuytren,  and  was  bred  in  the  same 
school.  In  facility  and  rapidity  of  operation  he  equals  the  former,  and 
is  more  to  be  relied  on  for  his  frankness.  He  visits  the  hospital  at  seven 
in  the  morning ;  and  on  three  days  of  the  week,  after  a  visit  of  two 
hours'  duration,  lectures  for  an  hour  and  then  operates ;  for  there  is 
scarcely  any  of  these  days  without  some  operation.  He  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  his  profession,  and  seems  to  enjoy  his  visit  highly.  I  have 
seen  him  do  a  number  of  the  capital  operations  with  admirable  precision. 
The  French  surgeons  have  been  charged  with  neglecting  their  patients 
after  operation.  But  1  have  noticed,  in  regard  to  this  gentleman,  that  he 
is  very  careful  about  his  dressings  at  the  operation  and  afterwards,  fre- 
quently passing  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  in  dressing  a  compound  fracture  or 
an  excised  joint. 

Among  the  physicians  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  there  is  none  so  well  known 
with  us,  and  none  so  highly  esteemed,  as  M.  Louis,  the  celebrated  au- 
thor of  the  application  of  the  numerical  method  to  observations  on  fe- 
ver, with  the  view  of  ascertaining,  with  arithmetical  precision,  the  phe- 
nomena which  belong  to  this  import!int  disease.  1  was  introduced  to 
him  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  the  morning.  When  I  approached  the  bed 
where  be  was  making  his  visit,  with  the  aid  of  a  dimly  burning  candle, 
towering  in  the  midst  of  the  pupils,  I  saw  a  tall  upright  man,  with  a 
countenance  rather  pale,  bearing  the  marks  of  sagacity  and  deep  jeflec- 
tion.  He  was  intently  occupied  with  his  patient,  and  seemed  to  be 
conscious  of  nothing  but  what  related  to  him.  His  inquiries  ivere  very 
minute;  and  when  the  patient  gave  him  doubtful  answers,  which  he 
frequently  did,  he  repeated  his  questions  until  he  obtained  definite  an- 
swers.    Although  his  questions  were  rapidly  askedi  the  investigatioo 
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was  long,  before  he  became  satisfied  that  he  had  possession  of  all  the  im- 
portant facts.  He  then  gave  to  the  students  a  brief  abstract  of  the  his^ 
tory  of  the  case,  his  opioioa  as  to  its  nature,  and  terminated  with  his 
prescripiion. 

As  he  left  the  bed,  and  I  was  presented  to  him  by  my  friend,  his 
countenance  relaxed,  and  he  received  me  with  the.  greatest  politeness. 
As  I  walked  round  with  him,  he  made  known  the  nature  of  all  the  in- 
teresting cases,  and  encouraged  nie  to  question  him  and  to  make  such 
remarks  as  occurred  to  me.  Since  then  I  have  frequently  visited  with 
him,  and  always  with  gratification.  The  interest  is  most  deep  when  m, 
new  patient  presents,  as  then  the  character  of  the  disease  is  to  be  made 
out.  As  all  the  cases  are  carefully  recorded,  such  a  mode  of  investigat- 
ing the  diseases  must  afford  a  mass  of  knowledge.  The  difficulty 
in  bringing  out  useful  results  from  such  a  multitude  of  observations,  lies 
in  the  successive  application  of  synthetical  and  analytical  reasoning  to 
the  cases.  In  private  conversations  I  had  with  M.  Louis,  be  explained 
to  me  his  mode  of  drawing  his  inductions,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be 
a  practical  model  of  exact  philosophizing.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give 
a  correct  notion  of  it ;  but  for  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  may  wish  to 
have  some  idea  of  his  method,  I  will  state,  that,  1.  From  the  journal 
of  diseases  containing,  for  example,  sixty  cases,  he  made  a  table,  at  the 
bead  of  which  was  placed  all  the  principal  symptoms  of  the  disease,  ia 
separate  columns,  and  on  the  left  hand  of  the  table  the  list  of  patients. 
Then  in  each  column  was  placed  the  character  of  each  symptom  in 
each  patient.  This  table  was  of  extraordinary  extent.  2.  From  this 
first  table  another  was  then  made,  in  which  were  brought  together  the 
symptoms  of  each  of  the  columns,  showing  the  number  of  cases  ia 
which  any  particular  symptom  appeared.  The  labor  necessary  to  ac- 
complish such  a  work  is  immense,  and  1  should  have*  found  it  difficult  to 
conceive  of  it,  had  I  not  seen  the  tables  themselves.  As,  however,  the 
whole  of  these  tables  and  inferences  are  based  on  correct  observations, 
the  first  step  in  the  process  is  to  observe  with  accuracy.  The  manner 
in  which  this  is  to  be  done,  is  stated-with  exactness  in  a  paper  just  pub- 
lished by  M.  Louis,  in  the  first  volume  of  <<  Memoirs  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Observation."  This  should  be  translated  and  published  in 
the  United  States,  and  every  medical  student  should  read  it  before  be 
reads  any  other  medical  book  ;  and  if  be  makes  himself  master  of  it, 
he  will,  1  venture  to  say,  become  a  very  different  physician  from  what 
he  might  have  been  without  it. 

For  want  of  the  precision  which  M.  Louis  has  introduced  into  the 
study  of  disease,  millions  of  observations  have  been  made  without  ad- 
vancing the  progress  of  medical  science ;  many  of  them,  in  fact,  have 
retarded,  instead  of  advancing  it.  Consider  the  loads  of  volumes  which 
are  annually  brought  out  with  the  design  of  supporting  a  new  theory,  of 
introducing  a  new  medicine,  or,  rather,  with  the  design  of  gaining  tbe 
author  a  little  celebrity,  and  you  will,  I  think,  agree  with  me  that  there 
must  be  a  general  reform  in  our  modes  of  study  and  observation.  But 
I  am  indulging  in  general  and  sage  remarks,  when  I  should  employ  tbe 
little  time  1  have  in  stating  facts  for  your  amusement. 
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As  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  give  even  sketches  of  all  the 
distinguished  men  in  our  profession  here,  [  must  be  satisfied  with  fur* 
Dishing  you  with  a  mere  list  of  some  of  those  whom  I  personally  know, 
or  whose  instructions  and  other  labors  I  have  noticed. 

DuMERiL  is  the  only  one  of  thirty  professors  of  the  School  of  Medi* 
cine,  existing  at  the  time  i  was  here  formerly,  who  now  survives.  He 
is,  you  know,  a  distinguished  naturalist  and  comparative  anatomist.  His 
bead  is  silvered  by  age,  but  he  continues  to  be  a  laborious  and  successful 
professor  of  the  S<;hool  of  Medicine  and  the  Garden  of  Plants. 

Broussais  still  lectures  at  the  School  of  Medicine,  though  much  ad« 
vanced  in  life,  and  is  not  attended  by  many  students.  He  amuses  him- 
self by  satirical  attacks  on  Andral  and  Louis,  and  others  who  have  over- 
turned his  doctrines.  Lately,  it  b  said^  be  has  devoted  himself  to 
phrenology. 

RfCHERAND,  the  physiologist,  lectures  at  the  school,  on  operations  of 
surgery.  A  small  number  of  pupils  attend  bis  instructions,  as  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  hear  them. 

Andral,  well  known  with  us,  lectures  on  internal  pathojogy,  and  has 
a  crowded  audience,  say  ten  or  twelve  hundred  pupils,  to  attend  his 
lectures. 

Orfila  lectures  on  chemistry,  to  a  crowded  audience. 

Jerdy  lectures  on  external  pathology,  and  is  much  followed. 

Breschet,  distinguished  as  an  author  and  a  physician  of  sound  judg* 
ment,  is  the  lecturer  on  anatomy. 

Velpbau  is  suri^eon  at  La  Charite.  He  is  considered  as  one  of  the 
best  informed  surgeons,  and  is  an  admirable  lecturer. 

Clo^uet  Jules — an  excellent  surgeon,  and  lecturer  at  the  hospital 
of  the  School  of  Medicine. 

Blandin,  surgeon  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  is  highly  considered  as  a  sur- 
geon, anatomist,  and  lecturer. 

Malgaigne  is  a  private  lecturer,  who  has  distinguished  himself  by 
new  and  correct  views  of  dislocations.  He  has  just  published  a  work  oa 
surgical  anatomy. 

GuEiM  has  a  most  extensive  orthopedic  institution ;  that  is,  an  institu- 
tion for  remedying  deformities.  He  is  much  respected  as  a  scientific 
practitioner. 

CiviALE  is  the  last,  among  a  crowd  of  distinguished  persons  that  oc- 
cur to  me,  whom  1  can  now  mention.  His  operations  for  lithotrity  are 
little  short  of  marvellous.  1  have  seen  him  use  a  variety  of  instruments 
for  breaking  the  stone  in  the  bladder,  without  extorting  from  the  patient 
a  groan  or  a  start.  His  success  is  equal  to  the  excellence  of  his  manoeu- 
tfvres,  and  has  quite  altered  my  views  of  lithotrity.  But  this  is  a  copious 
subject,  and  I  am  afraid  to  begin  on  K  now.   ^ 

A  view  of  the  course  of  instruction  here,  and  of  the  comparative 
advantages  of  the  French,  English,  and  American  schools,  would  \m 
highly  interesting.  This,  however,  I  must  endeavor  to  present  on  a  fu- 
ture occasion,  and  in  a  difierent  mode. 

Among  the  subjects  which  agitate  the  profession  in  Paris,  at  present, 
aia  the  following. 
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The  cause  of  death  after  operations  and  wounds,  generally  called, 
here,  metastatic  abscess.  Opinions  are  divided  between  two  theories. 
According  to  one,  tlie  cause  of  death  is  a  metastasis  or  transfer  of  pus 
from  tlie  wound  to  the  great  organs.  According  to  the  other,  it  is  a 
phlebitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  veins.  The  first  of  these  theories  is 
contrary  to  exact  physiology.  The  other  wants  the  support  of  observa- 
tion.    This  is  all  I  can  say  on  the  topic  at  present. 

Another  subject,  which  is  now  causing  a  very  curious  and  amusing 
dispute,  IS  the  question  of  introduction  of  air  into  the  veins,  in  surgical 
operations  ;  a  question,  you  know,  in  which  I  am  particularly  interested. 
Velpeau,  Jerdy,  and  Blandin^  have  taken  the  negative  position  ;  Roux, 
Amussat,  and  most  of  the  distinguished  surgeons,  the  affirmative.  I 
have  attended  the  discussions  and  experiments  with  deep  interest,  and 
have  been  referred  to,  frequently,  both  in  public  and  private.  The  dis- 
cussion is  now  at  its  zenith. 

Velpeau's  mode  of  treating  fractures  by  permanent  bandages-cure  of 
hydrocele  by  iodine— treatment  of  fistula  lachrymalis  by  destroying  the 
puncta  lachrymalia — cure  of  varicose  veins  by  pins  stuck  under  them — 
cure  of  club-foot  by  dividing  the  tendo-achillis — Malgaigne's  treatment 
of  dislocations,  &c.  be,  are  among  the  surgical  novelties  of  the  day. 

You  wish  to  know  howl  have  been  received  here.  In  reply,  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  say  that  every  facility  has  been  aflbrded  me  for  obtaining 
the  information  I  wish,  and  all  possible  kindness  shown,  in  public  and 
private.  The  surgreons,  in  going  round  the  wards,  call  for  me  at  every 
interesting  case,  often  request  me  to  examine  the  patient,  and  ask  my 
opinion.  If  it  does  not  accord  with  theirs,  we  have  a  dist;ussion.  At 
the  surgical  operations  I  am  always  placed  near  the  table,  and  some- 
times assist  the  operator.  At  the  lectures,  the  professor  always  offers 
me  a  chair  by  his  side.  In  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  they  have 
more  than  once  favored  me  with  an  honorable  notice.  I  mention  these 
facts  with  more  pleasure,  because  I  had  been  informed  that  the  French 
were  very  careless  in  regard  to  foreigners.  But  I  must  say,  that  their 
professional  attentions  and  private  hospitalities  are  such  as  must  be  most 
gratifying  and  satisfactory  to  a  stranger.  Accept  the  assurances  of  re- 
spect from  your  friend  and  servant.  J.  C.  W. 

Paris,  Dec.  30,  1837. 


EPILEPSY— GANGRENE    OF  THE  LUNG— TUMOR  OF    THE  BRAIN. 

[Cooimanicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1834, 1  was  called  to  visit  Robert  R.,  a  youn^i 
man  30  years  of  age,  who  had  been  attacked  by  an  epileptic  Gt.  On 
reaching  his  bouse,  I  found  him  in  the  comatose  kind  of  state  which 
usually  succeeds  such  seizures,  the  convulsions  having  ceaf^ed  before  I 
saw  him.  This  was  the  first  attack  which  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
bis  family.  An  individual  from  a  neighboring  town  having  been  called 
in,  with  whom  I  declined  intercourse,  I  saw  no  more  of  the  case  for 
some  time,  and  am  unacquainted  with  the  treatment  adopted.     The  fits, 
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however,  increased  in  frequency  and  violence  till  the  heginning  of  Oc- 
tober, when  I  took  the  case.  At  this  period  the  seizures  occurred  at 
irregular  intervals,  and  continued  from  24  to  48  hours  in  constant  suc- 
cession, the  patient  not  recovering  from  one  before  he  was  attacked  by 
another.  I  at  first  directed  hdv  attention  to  the  general  health,  but  ut- 
terly without  effect.  Venesection,  the  nitrate  of  silver,  spt.  tereb.,  and 
nearly  the  whole  round  of  medicines  usually  employed  in  such  cases, 
were  combined  with  the  strictest  attention  to  diet  and  regimen,  without 
the  least  alleviation  of  the  symptoms.  On  the  contrary,  instead  of  oc- 
curring only  once  in  two  or  three  weeks,  as  at  first,  they  were  repeated 
every  two  or  three  days.  They  came  on  without  warning,  continuing, 
as  before,  for  hours  together.  It  may  be  well  to  notice  here  that  while 
applying  lavements  to  the  head,  I  had  remarked  tufo  very  remarkable 
prominences  or  tumors  on  the  upper  and  back  part  of  the  skull,  one 
on  each  side  of  the  sagittal  suture.  They  were  of  the  size  and  shape  of 
a  large  thimble,  but  rather  wider.  They  had  been  noticed  by  the  fami- 
ly of  the  patient,  though  very  lately.  My  attendance  was  finally  dis- 
continued, and  the  patient  passed  through  the  hands  of  divers  empirics, 
with  whose  prescriptions  I  am  not  acquainted. 

Towards  the  close  of  April,  1835,  a  new  train  of  symptoms  occurred. 
A  copious  expectoration  of  black  and  intolerably  offensive  matter  came 
on  suddenly,  without  any  previous  indications  of  disease  of  the  lungs, 
varying  in  quantity  from  one  to  three  half  pints  per  diem ;  so  say  the 
family.  On  the  21st  of  May  he  died,  very  suddenly,  and  I  was  re- 
quested to  open  the  body. 

The  left  lung  was  healthy,  no  morbid  appearance  being  discoverable. 
The  ri<rht  lung  was  gangrenous  through  a  considerable  extent.  This 
aide  of  the  thorax  was  also  half  filled  with  a  black  and  very  fetid  mass 
of  semifluid  matter,  of  the  consistence  of  crenm,  and  the  fingers  passed 
almost  without  resistance  through  the  whole  of  the  middle  portion  of  the 
lung. ,  There  was  a  cavity  in  it  capable  of  containing  a  large  apple,  the 
walls  of  which  were  composed  of  unresisting,  black,  pulmonary  paren- 
chyma. No  tuberculous  matter  was  discovered  in  either  lung  ;  but 
several  very  strong  adhesions  between  the  costal  and  pulmonary  pleurs. 

The  meujbranes  of  the  brain  were  found  tolerably  healthy.  But  two 
large  and  prominent  tumors  presented  themselves  in  the  brain,  corres" 
ponding  exactly  in  situation,  size  and  shape  unih  those  already  mention" 
ed  as  having  been  noticed  on  the  outside  of  the  skull  They  were  of 
the  size  of  large  walnuts,  and  exactly  fitted  into  the  prominence  on 
the  outside,  as  we  found  by  trial.  They  were  situated  on  the  posterior 
lobes  of  the  cerebrum,  one  on  each  side  of  the  median  line,  and  were 
composed  of  a  kind  of  cheesy  matter,  soft,  and  differing  in  appearance 
from  the  rest  of  the  brain.  The  vessels  of  the  brain,  generally,  were 
injected,  and  a  large  and  recent  clot  of  blood  was  seen  lying  at  its  base. 
Some  members  of  the  family  of  the  deceased  being  present,  we  were 
unable  to  ascertain  precisely  its  extent  or  origin.  Three  gentlemen,  my 
pupik,  were  also  present  during  the  whole  examination.  Whether 
prominences  on  the  surface  of  the  cranium  have  ever  beep  considered 
as  indications  of  corresponding  tumors  within  its  cavity,  I  cannot  say; 
But  the  whole  case  soemed  to  me  remarkable;  and  frop^the  fiiQie«  I 
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then  made,  I  send  you  this  rough  and  hasty  sketch.  The  complete 
coaptation  of  the  cranium  and  the  tumor  seemed  to  me  to  tend  to  over- 
throw the  theories  of  certain  would-be  philosophers,  who  ridicule  the 
idea  that  the  bones  of  the  skull  receive  their  peculiar  form  in  any 
degree  from  the  brain  within  them.  S.  Holmba. 

BriitoU  R  i.,  February  lih,  1838. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees ,  the  following  interest- 
ing statistical  facts  are  selected. 

^'  it  appears  from  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent,  that  the  whole 
number  of  patients  received  at  the  Hospital  in  Allen  street,  during  the 
year  1837,  has  been  440,  of  whom  206  have  been  cured,  and  IdS  re- 
lieved. It  is  believed  that  this  department  of  the  Institution  has  beea 
administered  with  as  much  fidelity,  care  and  success,  as  during  any  for* 
mer  year.  The  occasional  appearance  of  erysipelas,  and  the  apprehen- 
sion of  an  increase  of  this  distressing  malady  among  the  patients  of  the 
hospital,  has  been  a  source  of  deep  solicitude  to  the  Trustees.  With 
the  hope  of  arresting  its  progress,  some  improvements  have  been  adopted 
in  order  to  secure  a  more  free  and  perfect  ventilation  of  the  wards  ;  and 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  medical  officers,  the  upper  panels  of  the  doors, 
and  the  flues  for  the  admission  of  the  external  air,  have  been  diflerently 
arranged,  with  a  view  to  this  object.  The  evil,  however,  has  not  been 
effectually  removed.  Some  suggestions  upon  thia  subject  have  been 
lately  received  from  Dr.  Warren,  now  absent  in  £ngland,  founded  upon 
his  observation  of  similar  institutions  in  that  country,  whose  communica- 
tion has  been  referred  to  a  special  Committee  of  the  Trustees. 

^'  During  the  past  year.  Dr.  James  Jackson  has  retired  fronn  the  office 
of  a  physician  of  the  hospital,  which  situation  he  bad  held  from  its  first 
establishment.  The  Trustees,  immediately  upon  accepting  his  resigna- 
tion, placed  a  free  bed  at  his  disposal  during  life,  and  subsequently  re- 
quested him  to  sit  for  his  portrait  ;  thus  proving  to  him  and  to  the  public, 
the  high  estimation  in  which  they  held  his  character  and  his  services. 
By  the  latter  of  these  measures,  there  will  be  preserved  at  the  hospital 
to  future  times,  a  visible  memorial  of  one  to  whom  our  institution,  in  « 
great  degree,  owes  its  origin,  and  to  whom  it  has  always  been  deeply  in- 
debted for  its  reputation  and  usefulnesa— one  who,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  official  duties,  has  lefl  a  bright  example  to  all  who  may  succeed  him, 
and  whose  name  will  never  be  mentioned  by  the  friends  of  the  hospital, 
but  with  afiection  and  gratitude. 

'<  The  number  of  boarders  received  at  the  McLean  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  during  the  vear,  has  been  1^20,  of  whom  73  have  been  discharged, 
cured.  The  last  Annual  Report  mentioned  the  fact,  that  Dr.  Luther  V. 
Bell  had  been  elected  to  the  office  of  Physician  and  Superintendent,  al^ 
ter  the  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Lee.  Every  anticipation  in  which  the 
Trustees  then  indulged,  in  regard  to  the  ([eatlemaa  thus  seleetsd,  has 
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been  in  (he  fullest  manner  realized.  He  has  most  successfulljr  carried 
out  the  same  system  of  moral  and  medical  treatment,  which  had  been 
previously  adopted.  He  has,  like  his  eminent  predecessors,  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  and  usefulness  of  the  institution,  and  his  ad- 
ministration, like  theirs,  has  been  marked  by  devotedness  to  the  great  ob- 
jects for  which  it  was  founded.  To  all  the  boarders  at  the  Asylum,  for 
whom  such  indulgences  were  proper,  the  usual  opportunities  have  been 
given  for  exercise,  recreation,  and  amusement,  and  for  attending  the 
stated  religious  ordinances.  They  have  found  a  cheerful  and  innocent 
relaxation  in  joining  the  parties  for  music  and  dancing  which  have  been 
regularly  permitted  them,  and  which  have  invariably  been  conducted 
with  the  strictest  propriety.  They  have  also  willingly  and  cheerfully 
given  their  time  and  labor  to  the  cause  of  benevolence,  at  the  stated 
meetings  of  the  Belknap  sewing  circle  ;  while  each  returning  Sabbath 
hae  witnessed  a  congregation  voluntarily  assembled,  to  join  with  becom- 
ing feelings  of  devotion,  in  the  duties  of  that  sacred  day.  It  is  evident 
to  the  Trustees  that  the  satisfactory  and  happy  results  of  this  moral  dis- 
cipline, are  every  day  more  and  more  fully  developed  ;  and  they  cannot 
doubt  but  that  many  an  individual,  whose  mind  has  there  been  recalled 
from  its  wanderings,  will  regard  as  his  greatest* benefactors,  the  munifi- 
cent donors  who  founded  this  institution,  or  extended  its  means  of  use- 
fulness ;  and  will  ever  cherish  a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  kind  atten- 
tions, and  the  untiring  zeal  and  fidelity  of  those  to  whose  immediate  care 
its  management  has  been  intrusted." 
Further  extracts  will  be  given  hereafter. 


Dr,  Dtlafidd^M  Jlddress.^^A  remarkabhr  well-executed  specimen  of 
printing,  of  44  pages,  octavo,  entitled  an  Inirodttetary  Mdresi  to  tke  Stu^ 
dents  in  Medicine  of  the  CoUtge  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Uni-' 
versUy  of  ^ew  For*,  delivered  November  7th,  1837,  by  Edward  Dela- 
field,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children^ 
has  been  received  within  a  few  days.  Its  principal  object  is  to  inculcate 
a  sense  of  the  obligation  which  the  medical  student  is  under  to  the  world,, 
and  points  out  to  him  the  proper  mode  of  pursuing  study  and  the  subjects 
which  have  the  highest  claim  to  his  consideration.  Dr.  Delafield^s  ob- 
servations in  relation  to  the  practitioner  of  midwifery,  the  department  ii» 
which  be  appears  to  be  most  at  home,  are  exceedingly  judicious  and  ap- 
propriate. On  the  whole,  we  regard  the  address  in  the  light  of  a  re- 
spectable introductory,  but  by  no  means  the  best  specimen  of  the  au- 
thor's talents. 


Croup, — An  octavo  pamphlet  of  40  pages,  entitled  an  Inaugural  Dts- 
sertation  on  Croup^  by  J.  H.  Wright,  M.D.,  is  before  us.  We  shall 
make  occasional  extracts  from  it,  as  opportunity  presents,  with  a  view  of 
giving  the  reader  the  best  opportunity  of  understanding  the  author. 

Royal  Physicians.-^The  Queen  of  England  ascended  the  throne  in 
June,  and  one  of  her  first  measures  was  to  organize  the  royal  household. 
Lists  of  persona  in  each  department  were  prepared,  and  amongst  others^ 
the  medical  list  was  submitted  to  her,  headed  with  Sir  Henry  Ha^ord, 
Sir  Matthew  Tiemey^  and  some  other  pillars  of  that  clique  of  nedioal 
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exclusives,  called  the  College  of  Phyflicians.  "  Sir  J.  Clark  is  mj 
physician,"  quietly  remarked  the  queeo.  '<  Certainly,"  said  a  noble 
official,  ^^  his  name  shall  be  added  to  the  catalogue."  It  was  then  writ- 
ten at  the  bottom  of  the  list,  and  the  whole  again  read  to  her.  ''  There 
is  a  mistake,"  said  the  queen,  '^  my  physician  muat  cotncfirsly  and  after- 
wards you  may  put  on  what  names  you  please."  So  it  was  done,  and 
Sir  J.  Clark  is  the  royal  physician.  But  when  the  official  announcement 
of  the  medical  honor  reached  the  college,  they  were  in  a  dilemma — for 
it  appeared  that  '*  my  physician  "  did  not  belong  to  that  ilk.  Mortified 
and  provoked  as  they  were*  beyond  endurance,  to  be  thwarted  in  the 
commencement  of  a  new  reign,  in  monopolizing  all  the  honor  and  all  the 
fees,  as  they  and  their  knighted  predecessors  had  done  for  ages,  a  show 
of  acquiescence  was  made,  by  sending  Sir  J.  Clark  a  diploma,  forthwith. 
But  the  medical  baronet  haughtily  refused  their  parchment  honors.  It 
was  too  late  in  the  day.  He  bad  risen  to  distinction  by  his  own  personal 
industry  and  excellent  character,  unaided,  uncared  for — and,  if  asked, 
would  probably  have  said,  unknown  to  the  illustrious  members  of  the 
Royal  College.  Sir  Henry  Halford,  the  president,  who  has  been  fed  froni 
the  royal  crib  of  three  kings  (George  HI.  George  IV.  and  William 
IV.),  with  gilded  oats,  is  now  the  second  physician  of  the  queen. 

Elephantiasis  Scroti. — Our  readers  will  doubtless  recollect  the  account 
fliven,  some  months  ago,  of  Dr.  Picton's  formidable  operation  for  scrotal 
hypertrophy.  We  have  recently  heard,  from  New  Orleans,  that  the  pa- 
tient upon  whom  that  great  surgical  operation  was  performed,  is  entirely 
well,  and  there  is  not  a  trace  which  would  lead  any  one  to  fear  a  regen- 
eration of  the  disease.  All  the  procreative  organs  perform  their  func- 
tions lis  formerly.  Dr.  Jacobs,  of  St.  Croix,  in  a  similar  case,  deter- 
mined to  abscise  the  whole  tumor  ;  whereas  Dr.  Picton  carefully  dissect- 
ed and  preserved  the  genital  apparatus,  which  not  only  demonstrates  the 
value  and  practicability  of  this  mammoth  operation,  but  it  also  shows  the 
4ioerring  resources  of  modern  surgery.  We  understand  the  tumor  will  be 
placed  in  the  anatomical  museum  of  the  old  school,  at  Philadelphia.  A 
young  French  artist,  of  New  Orleans,  who  is  represented  to  be  of  the 
first  order,  has  executed  a  highly  finished,  full-length  portrait  of  the  pa- 
tient, before  and  after  the  operation — copies  of  which  should  be  on  sale 
in  this  and  the  other  principal  cities  in  the  Union.  We  regard  the 
whole  matter,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  as  one  of  extraordinary  ii|f* 
t«rest  to  the  whole  medical  profession. 


Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement. — The  anniversary  meeting  of 
this  Society  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening.  The  oration  by  J.  Roby, 
M.D.,  Secretary  to  the  Society,  was  characterized  by  vivid  and  humo- 
rous illustrations  of  the  truth  of  an  adage,  as  old  as  the  time  of  Hippo- 
crates, medici  vivercymiseri  vivere.  The  poem  by  O.  W.  Holmes,  M.D., 
was  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  playful  satire,  and  was  delivered  in  a  most 
happy  and  finished  manner. 


Fee  Bi//.— The  following  scale  of  charges,  for  professional  services^ 
was  adopted  by  the  Washington  County  (N.  Y.),  Medical  Society  in 
June  last. 

Advice  at  office  -  -  -  -  .  -9050 

Venesec,  Ext.  Dent.,  Cath.,  Emet.,  each,  -  -  •         25 

Ordinary  visit  under  one  mile,  -  .  .  .        .        50 
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For  each  additional  mile,  extra,  -  .  -  -  25 

Nocturnal  visit,  "  -  -  -  -  -      50 

Detention  per  hour,  "  -  -  -  -  25 

Consultation,  "         -  -  -  -  2  to  5  00 

Obstetrics,  ordinary,  not  over  six  hours,         -  -  -  4  00 

Difficult — extraordinary  cases — discretionary. 
Catheter,  single  introduction,  -  .----200 

"       each  succeeding,  -  -         -         -  -  -  1  00 

Fracture,  Thigh  and  leg,  -  -  r  -  5  to  10  00 

"         all  others,  -  -  -  -  -        2  to  5  00 

Compound  do.,  extra — discretionary. 

Dislocation,  Hip, 10  to  25  00 

«  all  others,  - 3  to  10  00 

Compound  do.,  extra — discretionary. 

Amputation  of  large  extremities,         -        -         -  -  -  25  00 

Vaccination,  single  patient,  ---  ---lOO 

Paracentesis,         -        -        -        -        -         -        -        -        5  to  10  00 

Hernia,  reduction  by  taxis,         -         -        -         -  -  2  00 

"  '«  by  operation, 20  00 

Trepanning, 20  00 

Lithotomy, 5000 

Cha9t*9  Trusses, — Some  of  the  recently  manufactured  trusses,  invent- 
ed by  Dr.  Chase,  ofPiuladelphin,  are  among  the  most  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  mechanical  ingenuity  and  perfect  workmanship  in  this  country. 
We  are  happy  to  learn  that  there  is  no  falling  off  of  the  opinion,  long 
flince  promulgated  by  competent  surgeons,  that  these  instruments  are  as 
perfect  as  it  is  supposed  possible  to  have  them.  Dr.  Leach,  of  Boston, 
is  the  only  person  to  apply  to,  in  this  section  of  the  country,  who  has  had 
a  long  experience  in  adjusting  them  to  the  various  kinds  of  hernial  tumors. 

Medical  Miscellany, — The  cholera  has  re-appeared  at  Naples.  Of  the 
80,000  Russians  who  marched  into  Circassia,  a  few  only  have  returned^ 
and  they  were  so  severely  attacked  with  ophthalmia  that  most  of  them  are 
blind  and  rendered  incapable  of  service. — A  catalogue  of  the  Louisville 
Medical  Institute  has  been  received,  showing  one  hundred  students,  their 
first  term. — Dr.  Bartlett^a  address  before  the  Phrenological  Society  is 
greatly  admired. — Dr.  Rockwell,  Health  Officer  of  New  York,  has  been 
nominated  to  the  Senate,  notwithstanding  some  have  said  he  lacks  official 
capacity.  He  is  unquestionably  a  first-rate  man  for  the  place,  as  his  past 
services  testify. — At  the  last  accounts.  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  now 
travelling  in  Europe,  was  on  his  way  to  Italy. — The  Vermont  Mercury 
says  there  have  been  only  four  deaths  by  smallpox  in  Woodstock.  We 
dU>  not  see  how  this  fact  in  any  manner  contradicts  the  statements  in  the 
leHer  from  Woodstock,  inserted  in  this  Journal  for  January  17th,  although 
apparently  published  for  that  purpose. 

-  DiKD, — In  Lexington,  Ky.,  John  Eberle,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine  in  Transylvania  University. — In  New  York,  Dr.  Ansell  W.  Ives, 
Editor  of  the  American  edition  of  Paris's  Pharmacologia. — In  Sodus,  N.  H.,  Dr 
Caleb  Richardson,  formerly  of  Templeton,  aged  65. 

Whi>le  numb«r  of  daathi  In  Boston,  for  the  woek  ending  Feb.  ]7, 33.    Males,  10->Females,  14. 

-.1= 

..^ __  ,       _      ,,      typtaiw  fbver.  1 

1, 1— dropsy,  l-'-coBTulslons,  l--apople^,  1. 


Consumption.  &— slow  fever,  I— lung  fever,  6— Inflammation  of  the  brain,  1— hooping  eough, 
pleurisy  fever,  1— infantile,  9— inflammation  of  tbe  lungs,  3— disease  of  tbe  heart,  1— child-bed. 
marasmus,  l—diarrh(Ba,  1— bydrocephaloa,  l-^stop^age  in  the  bowels,  l^eroup,  S— typhus  fbv« 
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5U  Medical  Advertuementt. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thi  subflcribara  are  astoclatad  for  the  purpose  oC  giving  a  complete  coarse  of  medical  inplrQCtlon, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  tlie  following  terms  : 

Tbe  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  tiie  practice  ofthe  Maasachtisetu  General  Hosphal,and  will  receive 
cliiiical  leciured  oii  the  cases  they  witness  there,  insiruction,  by  lectures  or  exaiuiuations,  will  be 
given  in  the  iiilervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  CvAirif »«. 
On  Physiology,  Pa;holagy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Da.  WAaa. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -  .....  «      Da.  Otis. 

on  Anatomy,       ----  ......  .  m      Da.  Lawts. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Ut.  Lewis's  house,  where  tbey  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  wiib»ut  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  feex  are  ^lOJ^iu  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  suAcieut  eecurity  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Apuiicaiiuns  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Ghanning,  Tremoat  Slieet,  opposite  the  Tremoot  Booae, 
Boston.  WALTEK  CHA^xMNG, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18-tf  GEORGE  W.  OTI8,  JR. 
; WIN8L0W  LEA  IS,  JR. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Phtsiciaks  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pi7rb  Vacciiib 
Viavs  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  pontpaUL,  wlt.hout  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  ftft. 

AlEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thc  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  pntvided  for  this  purpose,  wbir.h  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  bourn.  'I  hey  wilt  have 
access  to  an  extensive  inediCAl  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  dlseasesand  tbeir  treatment  In  ties  Dispensary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,3  and  3,  and  in  eatu  which  will  be  treated  at  the  roew  dailf. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

Po^  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  sbbscribere.  EPURAIM  BUCK,MJ>. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  U,D. 
E.  WALTER  L£ACa,M.D. 
Be»t9n, jfMfMlO,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D- 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.X). 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS 

Tub  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  Instructing  In  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  tnA 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  tbe  Eyo 
and  Bar  InAnnary,  and  of  attending  a  course  oflectnres  on  the  diseases  ofthe  eye. 
A  reifular  course  of  recitatione  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professloRal  works. 
Aniitornical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  siudy  ofthe  popila. 
Por  further  information, apply  to  either  of  tbe  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES.  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER.  M.D. 
FraHklin  Street,  JVor.  9,  1836.  July  19-6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subs<M'iber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  eonneet  a  mnall  ecbool  with  ^ia 
private  e^itablishinent  for  ibe  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  He  has  prorored 
convenient  rooms,  and  bas  secured  tbe  necessary  Aicilttles  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstra* 
tions.  His  pupils  will  also  have  tbe  privlleie  of  witnessing  such  InterasilngaBd  imiipilant  caeea  ea 
occur  In  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEHI  H.  FLINT. 

^rwgfMA,  January,  1838.  Jan.  17. 

VERMONT    MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 
Tan  annual  Cmiriie  of  Lectures,  at  this  institution,  will  commence  oa  the*eceiidTb«irsd«y  oTMardi 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       -  -        H.  H.  Cbilds,  MD. 

Pathological  Anatnmy,  by        -       -       - Emsha  BAavtarT,  M.D.      • 

General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  -         RopxaT  Watts,  Ja^  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by       -----        GiLMAif  Kimsall,  M.D. 

Chemiftry  and  Materia  Medlca,  by D« vie  Palmer,  M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by       -•----•-      NoaaAi*  WitxifMs,  A.M. 
JVeodMtoek,  January  ITU,  1838.  F7— eptM7 

THB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  publlshcdcvery  Wcdnf*<!ay,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  con)nionicail««i>a 
muet  be  addressed ,^ose-j»«td.  It  is  also  published  In  Monthly  PartH,eaeh  Partcontainipr  tbe  wrej^ly 
oumi>er8  ofthe  precedint  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  0.  SMITH,  M.D.  Bdltor.-^Prke  »9,«0  a 
ye«rina4vauee,t3^0a<tertbree.months,a«d  f4,00  If  not  paid  witbla  the  year.— Agenta  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  graHAe — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  aeeompaaled  by  payment  la  adva»e*«  or 
•MbMofy  reibiaaM.— PotiM*  tlia  maa  m  f or  a  ft>wtpa#er. 
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DR.  MARSHALL   HALL  ON  TUBERCLE. 

(Conttnaed  from  page  26.] 

M.  Louisas  Researches  concluded, 
"  Thb  changes  in  the  large  intestine,  are  the  same  as  those  in  the  small 
iotestinei  but  in  different  proportion,  so  that  T  have  found  it  perfectly 
healthy  3  times  only  in  95  cases. 

'^  Of  that  number,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  colon  was-^ 

^<  1.  Reddened  in  all  its  length,  in  27  cases ;  interruptedly  in  12 ; 
without  interruption  in  15 ;  and  this  redness  was  very  intense,  except  in 
3  cases. 

**  2.  It  was  softened  in  61  cases ;  either  in  all  its  extent,  or  in  a  part 
of  its  extent  only  ;  generally  wi^ut  alteration  of  color. 

<'  When  red  and  softened,  the^ucous  membrane  of  the  colon  is  often 
mammelated,  thin,  like  that  of  the  stomach  in  similar  circumstances. 
Sometimes  it  is  destroyed  over  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  cellular 
tissue  laid  bare  is  much  thickened,  though  retaining  its  whiteness. 

"  When  softening  is  united  to  redness  and  thickening  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  it  is  evidently  inflammatory ;  but  what  shall  we  think  of 
softening  alone  ? 

"  Tuberculous  granulations  existed  in  1  case  in  6,  or  13  times  in  95 
cases.  Ulcerations  are  much  more  common;  1  found  them  in  70  cases; 
almost  as  frequently,  indeed,  as  in  the  small  intestine ;  they  are  incon- 
siderable in  3  cases  out  of  4,  that  is,  from  3  to  4  lines  in  diameter,  or 
even  less,  and  are  then  frequently  distributed  uniformly  along  the  whole 
intestine.  In  other  cases,  the  frequency  of  the  ulcerations  diminishes 
as  we  ascend  from  the  ccecum  to  the  ascending  colon,  to  the  transvif^rse 
colon  and  rectum,  in  the  ratio  of  17,  11,8,  and  4.  The  largest  are 
those  of  the  caecum,  and  of  the  adjacent  portion  of  the  colon.  1  have 
seen  ,them  occupy  the  whole  contour  of  the  caecum  and  of  the  ascend- 
ing colon  uninterruptedly  for  the  space  of  8  or  9  inches  in  length  ; 
whilst  the  lai^est  ulceration  I  have  observed  in  the  rectum  was  not 
more  than  2  inches  in  breadth. 

"  The  ulcerations  of  the  intestine  are  frequently  independent  of  in- 
flammation ;  at  least,  this  is  evident  at  their  commencement,  in  regard 
to  the  small  intestine,  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  in  which  they  are  the 
result  of  the  softening  of  tubercles ;  for  the  development  of  these  cao*^ 
not  be  attributed  to  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the  ad- 
jacent part  of  which  remains  unafl»cted,  as  long  as  tbey  remain  unsofi** 
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eneci.  The  same  thing  obtains  in  some  cases  in  regard  to  the  large  in- 
testine,  and  for  tlie  same  reasons.  In  the  cases  in  which  we  cannot  re- 
fer them  to  the  softening  of  tubercles,  of  which  tliere  are  no  traces,  we 
cannot  consider  them  as  the  efiect,  at  least  solely,  of  inflammation  ;  in- 
asmuch as  this  does  not  commonly  develop  itself  in  isolated  portions  in 
the  intestine ;  and  in  regard  to  the  small  intestine,  although  tl)e  traces 
of  inflammation  are  much  less  frequent,  ulcerations  are  much  more  so 
than  in  the  colon.  But  if  these  ulcerations  be  ascribed  to  inflammation, 
this  must  be  supposed  to  have  a  special  character,  or  at  least  a  special 
seat,  since  the  ulcerations  generally  occupy  Peyer's  glands.  We  may 
add,  as  we  have  stated  above,  that  thepe  ulcerations  are  extremely  rare 
in  other  chronic  diseases,  although  inflammation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  intestine  is  not  unfrequent. 

<'  Besides,  with  the  exception  of  the  tuberculous  granulations,  the 
lesions,  which  have  been  noticed,  are  not  peculiar  to  phthisis ;  they  are 
observed,  also,  in  other  chronic  diseases,  but  in  different  proportions. 
In  85  cases  of  this  kind,  7  presented  ulcerations,  smaller  than  the  large 
ulcerations  of  phthisis,  and  diflferent  in  structure  and  form.  Of  these, 
4  were  cases  of  dysentery.  Softening  of  the  mucous  membrane,  with 
or  without  redness  and  thickening,  took  place  in  1  case  in  3 ;  that  is,  io 
less  proportion  than  in  cases  of  phthisis. 

'<  The  mesenteric  glands  were  found  tuberculous  in  23  cases  out  of 
102  of  phthisis;  this  affection  being  Mparently  uninfluened,  as  to  fre- 
quency or  extent,  by  the  duration  of  *e  disease. 

^'  The  glands  nearest  the  caecum  were  most  frequently  affected. 

*^  The  glands  of  the  mesocolon  are  less  frequently  tuberculous  than 
those  of  the  mesentery  ;  and  I  have  not  found  grey,  semi-transpareDt 
granulations  in  either. 

"  I  have  found  the  cervical  glands  more  or  less  tuberculous  8  times  ia 
80  cases ;  and  in  4  of  these  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  was 
perfectly  healthy,  a  proof,  among  a  thousand,  that  inflammation  of  the 
membranes  with  which  the  lymphatic  glands  communicate,  is  not  a  ne- 
cessary condition  of  their  tubercular  transformation. 

<^  Besides  this  transformation,  the  lymphatic  glands  were  more  or  less 
red  and  enlarged  in  a  certain  number  of  cases  of  phthisis  and  of  other 
diseases  ;  but  in  the  latter  they  were  free  from  tubercles. 

"  I  have  found  the  liver  fatty  in  40  cases  of  phthisis  out  of  120,  while 
it  has  been  so  in  2  cases  only  out  of  223  of  acute  and  chronic  diseases  ; 
60  that  the  fatty  liver  is  almost  peculiar  to  phthisis. 

"  The  fatty  liver  is  more  frequently  found  in  women  than  in  otien,  ia 
the  proportion  of  4  to  1 . 

*^  The  strength  or  weakness,  and  the  age  of  the  patient,  and  the  more 
or  less  rapid  course  of  the  disease,  seem  to  exert  no  influence  upon  this 
state  of  the  liver.  The  liver  may  become  fatty  very  rapidly,  since  I 
have  observed  it  in  cases  of  only  50  days  duration. 

«  No  symptom  denotes  this  fatty  state  of  the  liver  except  its  augment- 
ed size,  a  state  scarcely  ever  observed  in  phthisis,  except  in  this  case. 

<'  I  have  only  found  tubercles  in  the  liver  twice  in  120  cases  of  phthi- 
sisi  and  never  in  other  diseases. 
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"  The  gall-bladder  presents  do  morbid  appearance  peculiar  to  phthisis. 
The  proportion,  however,  of  cases  in  which  the  bile  contained  in  it  is  of 
a  deep  color,  thick,  and,  as  it  were,  half  fluid,  is  greater  than  in  other 
diseases.  This  state  of  the  bile  existed  in  1  case  out  of  3,  of  those 
cases  in  which  the  liver  was  fatty,  and  much  more  frequently  than  in 
other  cases  of  phthisis. 

'*  There  was  no  relation  between  the  condition  of  the  bile  and  that  of 
the  stomach. 

**  The  volume  and  consistency  of  the  spleen  varied  much,  and  nearly 
in  equal  proportions,  in  phthisis  and  in  other  diseases.  One  lesion  of 
this  organ  only  belongs  to  phthisis — that  is,  tubercles,  which  1  have 
found  in  1  case  in  14,  or  7  times  in  90  cases.  These  tubercles  are  much 
less  frequently  rounded  in  the  spleen  than  in  other  organs,  and  much  less 
frequently  united  with  grey,  semi-transparent  granulations,  a  fact  which  I 
have  observed  only  since  1825. 

*^  The  kidneys  were  found  diseased  in  I  case  in  4  ;  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, indeed,  as  in  other  diseases.  In  3  cases  only  were  there  tuber- 
des,  and  in  1  a  false  membrane  of  a  tuberculous  character  was  attached 
along  the  ureters. 

"  In  40  cases,  examined  with  care,  the  prostate  contained  tubercles  in 
3  cases,  and  in  I  of  these  tuberculous  matter  existed  in  the  vesiculae 
seminales  and  vasa  deferentia. 

"  Most  of  the  lesions  of  the  nterus  and  ovarium  observed  in  phthisis, 
are  equally  observed  in  other  chronio  diseases ;  one  only  is  peculiar  to 
phthisis — tubercles,  which  formed  a  superficial  layer  upon  the  uterus  in 
ODe  case,  and  which  were  found  in  the  ovarium  in  2  others. 

**  The  principal  lesions  of  the  peritoneum  in  phthisis  are  the  efiusion 
of  a  certain  quantity  of  serum,  or  of  pus,  adhesion,  and  tubercles.  I 
have  found  the  first  in  22  cases,  or  in  1  case  in  5,  nearly  in  the  propor- 
tion in  which  it  is  found  in  other  chronic  diseases,  excepting  organic  dis- 
eases of  the  heart.  I  have  found  pus  in  4  cases  of  phthisis,  whilst  if 
we  except  organic  affections  of  the  uterus,  I  have  only  found  such  an 
effusion  once  in  80  cases  of  other  diseases.  In  regard  to  tubercles,  I 
have  only  found  them  in  4  cases,  in  which  they  also  existed  in  the 
lungs,  and  in  1  of  these  this  matter  coexisted  with  a  ceilain  quantity  of 
grey,  semi-transparent  matter  upon  the  omentum,  which  was  from  12  to 
15  lines  in  thickness. 

''  In  1  case  only  I  have  found  universally  diffiised  cellular  adhesions 
in  the  abdomen  of  a  phthisical  patient ;  the  peritoneum  was  healthy  in 
other  respects.  I  have  not  observed  this  lesion  in  any  other  chronic  dis- 
ease, a  fact  which  proves  the  extreme  rarity  of  acute  diffused  peritonitis. 
I  have  not  observed  such  a  case  since  the  publication  of  my  *  Re- 
searches on  Phthisis,'  except  in  the  case  of  perforation  of  the  intestme 
in  the  course  of  typhus  fever. 

^*  The  lesions  observed  in  the  brain  and  its  membranes  are  the  same 
in  phthisis  and  other  chronic  diseases.  I  have  observed  in  phthisis,  firsts 
S  cases  of  soft,  false  membrane,  on  the  surface  of  the  arachnoid  ;  se- 
condly, an  efiiision  of  from  1  to  2  tablespoonfuls  of  serum  in  the  occi- 
pital fossae,  in  one  half  of  the  cases ;  and  a  larger  quantitf  of  tbe  same 
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liquid  in  the  spinal  canal,  every  time  it  was  opened  ;  a  quantity  of  se- 
rum in  the  lateral  ventricles  proportionate  to  the  duration  of  the  'agonie/ 
or  state  of  sinkiiig,  an  appearance  which  was  absent,  or  nearly  so,  in  the 
cases  of  sudden  death ;  in  3  cases  only  I  found  a  spoonful  and  a  half 
of  serum  in  the  third  ventricle. 
-  **  The  pia  mater  was  infiltrated  in  3  cases  out  of  4. 

"  The  cerebral  substance  was  of  a  consistence  greatly  less  than  na- 
tural in  5  cases  ;  in  1  the  softening  was  confined  to  one  of  the  hemis- 
pheres ;  in  6  this  softening,  to  a  degree  almost  amounting  to  a  pulp,  was 
confined  to  the  fornix,  or  corpora  sttiata.  These  lesions  occur  equally 
in  other  chronic  diseases. 

"  The  only  lesion  which  I  have  found  in  the  brain  in  phthisis  only,  is 
tubercles. 

"  Thus,  all  the  serous  membranes — the  arachnoid,  the  pericardiunri, 
the  pleura,  the  peritoneum — are,  in  many  case^,  the  seat  of  effusion  of 
greater  or  less  extent.  It  is  in  the  lateral  ventricles  of  the  brain  that  it 
is  observed  most  frequently,  in  considerable  quantity  especially.  The 
same  membranes  become  the  seat  of  acute  inflammation  in  the  last  stage 
of  the  disease,  but  the  pleura  more  frequently  than  the  rest. 

'•  The  period  at  which  the  various  lesions  which  have  been  described 
take  place,  is  very  variable.  The  pneumonia,  the  pleurisy,  the  red- 
ness and  softening  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  the  pulpy 
softening  of  that  of  the  colon,  the  peritonitis,  the  arachnitis,  the  partial 
and  pulpy  softening  of  the  brain,  occurred  in  the  last  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. Most  of  the  lesions  were  the  results  of  inflamtnation,  and  de- 
noted that  the  weakness  of  the  patient  was  rather  favorable  than  unfa- 
vorable to  the  development  of  this  morbid  action.  The  other  lesions 
took  place  earlier  in  the  disease,  sometimes  in  its  very  commencement ; 
such  were  the  extensive  ulcerations  of  tbe  intestinal  canal  in  some  of 
the  cases,  kc. 

*'  Some  of  the  lesions  were  peculiar  to  phthisis,  others  independent 
of  it,  and  common  to  various  chronic  diseases.  Amongst  the  first  were 
ulcerations  of  the  larynx,  and  especially  of  the  trachea  and  epiglottis-* 
the  ulceration  of  the  small  and  large  intestine,  especially  of  the  former, 
the  fatty  state  of  the  liver.  The  ulcerations,  wherever  seated,  have 
some  things  in  common.  When  the  mucous  membrane  was  destroyed, 
the  sub-mucous  cellular  tissue  became  thickened,  and  more  or  less  un- 
even. After  a  certain  time  this  ulcerates,  and  then  the  muscular  coat 
first  thickens  and  then  ulcerates  in  its  turn.  In  this  manner  it  is  rare  to 
observe  the  destruction  complete  ;  for,  as  one  membrane  ulcerates,  the 
other  thickens,  and  thus  resists  the  total  destruction  of  the  part,  and 
postpones  the  fatal  event. 

"  One  lesion  is  peculiar  to  phthisis — tubercles,  wherever  they  may  be 
found.  With  one  exception  only,  I  have  never  found  tubercles  after 
the  age  of  15,  in  any  viscus,  without  finding  them  at  the  same  time  in 
the  lungs,  so  that  their  existence  in  the  lungs  seems  a  necessary  condi- 
tion to  their  development  elsewhere.  Another  fact  seems  to  attest  the 
same  thing.  With  one  single  exception,  I  have  always  found  the  tu- 
bercles more  developed  in  the  lungs  than  in  any  other  organ,  wbibt 
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when  they  existed  in  several  other  organs,  they  were  observed  in  them 
to  be  in  the  same  stage  of  development.  This  last  fact  seems  to  prove 
the  operation  of  a  cause  acting  simultaneously  upon  many  and  distant 
parts,  different  in  their  structure,  independently  of  the  6rst  exciting 
cause." 

This  is  an  extraordinary  document,  although  it  is  one  of  extreme  value, 
and  exhibits  the  results  of  immense  labor.  There  does  not  exist  its 
parallel  in  medical  literature. 

[To  be  contlnoed.J 


THE  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

[The  following  are  the  concluding  remarks  of  Dr.  Dela6eld,  of  New 
York,  in  the  Introductory  Address  alluded  in  the  Journal  for  last  week.] 

Having  thus,  Gentlemen,  passed  in  rapid  review  the  several  subjects 
which  must  engage  you  as  students  of  medicine,  and  pointed  out  the 
order  in  which  you  should  take  them  up,  let  me  close  these  remarks  by 
calling  your  attention  for  a  moment  to  the  department  of  medicine 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  teach  in  the  ensuing  course  of  lectures.  You 
will  6nd,  that  to  understand  midwifery,  and  the  treatment  of  the  diseases 
of  women  and  children,  you  can  dispense  with  no  part  of  the  knowledge 
which  I  have  declared  essential  to  the  accomplished  physician.  You 
will  find  that  the  practitioner  of  midwifery  requires  to  be  equally  a  phy* 
eician  and  a  surgeon.  If  he  be  educated  exclusively  for  either  tbe  one 
or  the  other  of  these  branches  of  tbe  healing  art,  he  must  necessarily 
be  incompetent  to  practise  midwifery.  He  must  be  a  physici  in  ;  for 
he  is  daily  called  upon  to  treat  many  of  the  most  important,  most  dan- 
gerous, and  most  obscure  diseases.  He  must  be  a  surgeon  ;  for  he  has 
operations  to  perform  requiring  all  the  surgeon's  skill.  He  must  have 
an  exact  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  which  are  ti)e  subject 
of  operation ;  great  dexterity,  and  such  as  is  only  acquired  by  repealed 
practice;  great  resolution  and  perseverance;  for  without  these  he  never 
can  accomplish  obstetric  operations.  He  must  especially  have  remarka- 
ble  presence  of  mind;  for  in  no  cases  is  he  more  frequently  called  upon 
than  in  obstetric  emergencies  to  relieve  patients  from  the  dangers  arising 
from  sudden  accidents  ;  from  situations  in  which  death  is  imminent ;  and 
when  the  terror  and  alarm  of  those  around  the  patient,  as  well  as  her 
irpmediate  danger,  leave  him  entirely  dependent  upon  his  own  resources. 

Let  us  attempt  to  illustrate  these  propositions  by  slightly  reviewing 
some  of  the  cases  in  which  the  obstetric  practitioner  is  called  upon,  and 
thus  prove  tbe  necessity  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  both  medicine  and 
sur{;ery. 

The  practitioner  of  midwifery  must  be  a  physician.  His  duty  is  to 
treat  the  diseases  of  women  and  of  children.  The  diseases  of  these 
two  classes  of  persons  furnish,  indeed,  tbe  principal  source  of  occupa- 
tion  to  every  medical  man.  If  any  such,  engaged  in  large  practice, 
should  keep  a  register  of  all  the  cases  he  treats  in  a  year,  he  would 
perhaps  be  surprised  to  find  how  constantly  he  has  been  occupied  with 
tii^  care  of  women  and  children,  and  in  bow  comparatively  sinaU  a  Hum* 
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ber  of  instaDces  men  become  bis  patients.  The  causes  acting  upon  the 
health  of  the  female,  both  natural  and  accidental ;  arising  in  the  one  case 
from  the  pecuiiarities  in  her  constitution  by  which  she  is  fitted  for  the 
great  function  of  reproducing  her  species;  and,  in  the  other,  from 
errors  in  education,  both  physical  and  moral,  and  the  usages  of  society 
which  more  constantly  are  influencing  the  habits  of  the  sex — these 
causes  are  incessant  in  their  operation,  and  act  in  a  variety  of  modes, 
which  are  abundantly  competent  to  account  for  all  the  phenomena  they 
produce. 

The  generative  process,  as  far  as  it  is  performed  by  men,  has  com- 
paratively slight  influence  upon  their  health.  But  in  the  female,  its 
performance  brings  along  with  it  a  series  of  diseases  and  dangers,  pecu- 
liar to  the  sex,  which  entitle  her  to  our  warmest  sympathies,  and  the 
exercise  of  our  best  faculties  in  devising  means  to  relieve  her  diseases 
and  avert  her  dangers.  How  large  a  portion  of  the  lives  of  most  mar- 
ried women  is  devoted  to  the  bearing  of  children.  The  long  period  of 
pregnancy,  during  which  she  often  sufiers  from  a  variety  of  ailments,  in 
themselves  constituting  a  formidable  list  of  human  ills ;  the  process  of 
childbirth,  attended,  as  it  always  is,  with  intense  suflfering,  and  often  with 
dangers  of  the  most  imminent  kind ;  the  period  of  recovery  fioro  this 
state,  during  which  severe  maladies  originate,  which  may  ever  after  im- 
pair the  health  and  ruin  the  happiness  of  the  poor  suflTerer ;  and  lastly, 
the  whole  period  of  lactation,  with  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  the  motlier 
watching  over  her  infant ;  and,  perhaps,  worn  down  at  last,  and  losing 
her  health  in  the  very  effort  her  constitution  makes  to  supply  nourtsb- 
ment  to  her  ofl^pring  ;  how  many  of  the  best  days  of  our  mothers  are 
thus  employed !  And  when,  in  giving  birth  to  a  numerous  prc^eny, 
these  various  processes  are  repeated  again  and  again,  is  it  wonderful  that 
women  are  obliged  so  often  to  seek  the  advice  and  assistsuace  of 
physicians. 

Let  any  one  of  us  inquire  minutely  into  the  condition  of  health  of 
any  number  of  females  of  our  acquaintance.  We  shall  find,  that  if  we 
discover  one  individual  of  the  weaker  sex  habitually  free  from  any  kind 
of  disorder  or  disease,  it  is  almost  an  exception  to  a  general  law  :  and 
for  one  such  exception,  we  meet  with  numerous  examples  of  women 
habitually  suffering  under  complaints,  often  slight,  often  serious,  but  all 
more  or  less  tending  to  impair  the  enjoyment  of  life. 

They  share  with  the  other  sex  all  the  common  diseases  incident  to 
buroHniiy.  The  numerous  derangements  to  which  the  digestive  appara- 
tus is  subject ;  the  less  frequent,  but  even  more  dangerous  diseases  ioci* 
dent  to  the  lungs  and  other  respiratory  organs ;  the  whole  list  of  fevers 
and  inflammatory  diseases  which  are  every  day  calling  upon  us  for  relief; 
all  these  and  many  others  are  equally  shared  by  women  with  ourselves. 
But  when,  besides  those  already  adverted  to  as  incident  to  the  perform- 
ance of  the  generative  function,  we  add  the  numerous  class  of  dtsorden 
to  which  they  are  subject  from  a  tnore  exquisitely  organized  nervous 
system,  how  largely  do  they  bear  the  share  of  physical  ills  to  which 
our  race  is  subject.  The  other  peculiar  function  of  the  female,  men- 
Jiruation,  adds  still  more  to  the  catalogue  of  diseases  sbe>bas  tor  suAr* 
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Many  young  females  permanently  lose  their  health  by  the  constitutioo 
failing  in  the  effort  to  establish  this  function;  and  in  after  life,  its  sup- 
pression  or  diminution,  or  its  occurrence  too  frequently  or  in  excess,  all 
interfere  more  or  less  with  the  health ;  while  the  |ieriod  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  menses,  although  perhaps  too  much  dreaded  by  women 
themselves,  is  justly  regarded  as  often  developing  in  the  individual  new 
and  formidable  diseases,  peculiar  to  females,  and  to  that  particular  epoch' 
of  their  lives. 

In  males  there  is  no  analogous  cause  of  disorder  to  the  health.  Tlia 
age  of  puberty,  with  boys,  is  generally  one  of  uninterrupted  good  healtbv 
and  subject  to  none  of  the  disorders  which  in  the  other  sex  are  constant- 
ly exciting  the  solicitude  of  the  mother  and  the  physician.  Nor  at  tb« 
age  when  the  male  loses  the  power  of  reproducing  his  species,  corres- 
ponding to  the  cessation  of  the  menses  in  the  female,  is  there,  to  any 
a*emarkable  extent,  a  peculiar  proneness  to  disease.  Indeed,  in  the  male 
there  is  not,  as  in  the  female,  a  certain  age  when  the  generative  powers 
•cease.  In  the  latter,  almost  uniformly,  the  menses  cease  to  appear  be- 
tween the  fortieth  and  fiftieth  year,  and  this  cessation  at  once  marks  and 
'fixes  the  period  of  the  failure  of  the  generative  powers.  In  nmles  it  is 
•not  so.  There  is  hardly  any  age  which  can  be  assumed  as  being  the 
Jimit  to  the  generative  powers  of  men ;  and  so  well  established  is  this 
fact,  that  the  English  laws  allow  no  such  limit  during  the  life  of  the  in- 
dividual ;  while  examples  are  well  authenticated  of  offspring  being  born 
to  fathers  of  an  age  approaching  the  extreme  verge  of  the  limit  of  hu- 
man life. 

Such  are  some  of  the  causes  operating  upon  the  health  of  females  to 
produce  the  numerous  diseases  to  which  they  are  subject ;  and  the  mere 
enumeration  of  them  would  abundantly  illustrate  the  necessity  of  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  medicine^  of  being  a  good  physician,  for  every 
individual  who  assumes  to  himself  the  duties  ol  a  practitioner  especially 
devoted  to  the  treatment  of  their  diseases. 

But  the  practitioner  of  midwifery  must  also  be  a  surgeon ;  he  must 
be  an  anatomist ;  he  must  have  skill,  resolution,  perseverance,  and  pres- 
ence of  mind.  Let  any  one  of  you,  gentlemen,  attempt,  for  the  first 
time  in  your  lives',  in  a  case  of  labor,  where  the  shoulder  is  the  pre- 
senting part,  to  turn  the  child  and  deliver  by  the  feet.  Let  the  woman 
have  been  in  labor  several  days,  the  tnembranes  broken,  the  uterus 
strongly  contracted  upon  the  body  of  the  child ;  the  patient  resisting 
the  efforts  of  the  operator,  and  his  progress  constantly  interrupted  by 
the  renewed  throes  of  labor.  Recollect,  under  all  these  circumstances, 
the  value  of  the  life  which  is  at  stake — the  wife  of  a  devoted  husband, 
the  daughter  of  affectionate  parents,  the  mother  of  children,  whose  loss 
can  never  be  supplied  to  them ; — and  then,  without  knowledge,  without 
dexterity,  without  resolution,  perseverance,  and  presence  of  mind,  at- 
tempt the  operation,  and  imagine  the  result. 

Or,  in  another  case,  where  the  child  is  born,  but  the  placenta  unde- 
livered ;  sudden  hemorrhage  occurs,  and  at  once  threatens  the  destruc- 
tion of  life  within  a  time  so  short,  that  if  a  moment  be  lost  in  reflectine 
what  is  to  be  done,  death  is  at  band.     We  see  the  suddenly  pale  and 
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ghastly  counteoance,  the  blanched  and  death-like  color  of  the  lip— we 
hear  the  almost  inaudible  voice  uttering  only  the  tones  of  delirium,  and 
observe  the  restless  tossing  to  and  fro  of  the  patient,  almost  ready  to 
expire.  At  such  a  moment,  imagine  yourselves,  gentlemen,  de6cient  in 
any  one  of  the  points  1  have  sugt^ested,  and  wanting  the  con6derice  ia 
yourselves  which  knowledge  and  skill  alone  can  inspire;  and  judge  how 
unenviable  will  be  your  feelings. 

Would  that  I  had  never  seen  the  results  of  such  cases  when  managed 
by  the  unskilful  and  the  ignorant ;  and  worse  even  than  this,  the  de- 
struction of  life  sometimes  produced  by  rash  and  barbarous  attempts 
at  efiecfing  artificial  delivery,  when  all  assistance  was  entirely  unneces- 
sary, and  when  a  mere  knowledge  of  the  powers  of  nature  alone  would 
have  produced  a  happy  result  simply  by  leaving  the  case  to  itself.  lo 
witnessing  such  cases,  I  have  sometimes  felt  that  more  than  a  doubt 
existed,  whether  most  good  or  evil  was  done  by  the  attendance  of 
practitioners,  taking  them  altogether,  male  and  female,  skilful  and  igno- 
rant, upon  cases  of  labor;  whether  the  lives  of  more  mothers  and  chil- 
dren were  lost  by  want  of  proper  assistance  rendered  in  due  time,  or  by 
hnproper  attempts  at  assistance  when  it  was  not  required.  If  women 
are  sometimes  suflFered  to  die  from  loss  of  blood  with  the  placenta  unde- 
livered, or  from  exhaustion  in  labor  resisted  by  some  obstacle  which 
the  natural  powers  cannot  overcome ;  so,  too,  their  lives  are  sometimes 
destroyed  by  rupture  of  the  uterus  in  forcible  and  unskilful  attempts  to 
deliver  the  placenta  or  turn  the  child  ;  from  lacerations  of  the  parts  by 
instruments  y  or  the  subsequent  occurrence  of  inflammation  and  slough- 
ing from  undue  violence,  either  manual  or  instrumental. 

But  this  is  the  dark  side  of  the  picture.  Look  also  at  the  other. 
You  are  called  to  a  case  of  labor  protracted  by  some  obstacle,  in  which 
the  patient  is  almost  worn  out  with  exhaustion,  and  she  and  those  around 
already  despair  of  a  happy  result ;  in  which  hours,  or  even  days  have 
elapsed  in  unavailing  struggles;  and  perhaps  unsuccessful  attempts  have 
already  been  made  by  others  to  effect  the  delivery.  You  find  the  case 
within  the  reach  of  art,  and,  confiding  in  yourselves,  you  at  once  apply 
the  appropriate  remedy,  and  save  both  the  mother  and  child.  By  a 
dexterous  application  of  the  forceps  in  one  case,  or  by  means  oftlie 
band  altering  the  position  of  the  foetus  in  another,  you  remove  the 
cause  of  delay  and  finish  the  delivery.  The  sudden  revulsion  of  feel- 
ing of  the  desperate  patient,  and  the  no  less  despairing  friends ;  the 
expressions  of  gratitude  she  and  they  pour  forth  ;  the  eloquent  counte- 
nances of  the  husband  and  mother,  depicting  what  in  language  they 
cannot  utter :  these,  gentlemen,  are  rewards  which  are  sufficient ;  that 
will  amply  repay  you  for  all  the  time,  all  the  labor,  all  the  expense  you 
may  have  bestowed  in  acquiring  the  knowledge  and  skill  which  will  en- 
able you  to  produce  such  results. 
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CASE  OF   AMAUROSIS  FROM   PLETHORA, 

TREATED   SUCCESSFULLT    BT   LOCAL     AMI)     OEHERAL     BLOODLETTING,   COURTER-IRRITA* 

TI05,   LOW    DIKT,   ETC. 

[Communieiited  fur  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

September  10th,  1836.  Dr.  J.  H.  Flinjt  was  consulted  for  a  com- 
plete amaurosis  of  both  eyes,  by  Mr.  P.,  xt.  24.  Vision  had  been  im- 
paired nearly  a  year.  The  history  and  symptoms  of  the  case  were  as 
follows. 

He  had  for  a  number  of  months  been  the  subject  of  momentary 
blindness,  particularly  under  circuuistances  favoring  a  determination  of 
blood  to  the  brain,  or  interrupting  the  circuhition  through  it.  The  fail- 
ure of  vision  was  sudden  and  total.  Tiie  general  health  was  much  dis- 
ordered, and  he  was  subject  to  deep-seated,  protracted  headache.  His 
habits  were  such  as  to  promote  a  general  fulness  of  the  vascular  system. 
He  had,  for  a  long  time,  been  the  subject  of  repeated  daily  attacks  of 
epibtaxis,  which  were  now  partially  suppressed,  occurrinij;  not  oftener 
than  once  or  twice  a  week.  A  month  preceding  the  entire  failure  of 
vision,  he  sought  medical  advice  for  the  severe  lieadache  which  occurred 
in  paroxysms  from  seven  to  twelve  hours  continuance.  General  bleed- 
ing, purging  and  blistering  were  persisted  in  for  a  number  of  weeks,  with- 
out any  perceptible  benefit.  The  epistaxiswas  almost  entirely  suppress- 
edy  and  in  a  few  weekr^  the  failure  of  virion  was  constant  and  total. 

When  be  applied  fur  advice,  all  the  symptoms  concurred  to  indicate 
an  active  congestion  of  the  cerebral  vessels  and  compression  of  the  optic 
Derve,  as  the  probable  cause  of  blindness. 

With  a  view  to  diminish  the  general  fulness  of  the  vessels,  particu- 
larly of  the  head,  and  equalize  the  circulation  as  far  as  possible,  general 
and  local  bleeding  were  directed,  in  connection  with  vegetable  diet,  ac- 
tive counter-irritation,  and  such  alterant  and  cathartic  medicines  as  were 
necessary  to  secure  a  regular  performance  of  the  functions.  The  local 
bleedings  were  obtained  by  puncturing  the  nostrils,  in  imitation  of  the 
previous  provision  of  nature  by  the  former  frequent  epistaxis.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  happy  in  its  immediate  result  than  this  simple 
practice  of  pricking  the  septum  of  the  nostrils.  There  was  a  marked 
improvement  after  the  continuance  of  it  for  three  or  four  days,  and  each 
subsequent  renewal  of  the  haemorrhai^e,  which  was  promoted  by  sternu- 
tations, &c.,  illustrated  the  importance  of  this  discharge. 

In  the  course  of  six  weeks  the  power  of  vision  was  so  far  restored, 
that  from  being  unable  to  distinguish  the  house  wall  from  the  window, 
be  could  mark  and  follow  passing  objects,  especially  on  cloudy  days  and 
the  hour  of  twilight.  He  noticed  and  picked  up  white  objects,  as  bits 
of  cloth  and  paper,  from  the  floor.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  left  the 
hospital  at  this  time,  when  every  day  was  rich  in  promise  of  a  perfect 
cure,  with  the  conceit  that  he  and  his  friends  were  adequate  to  the  sub- 
sequent management  of  the  case. 

After  the  patient  left  Dr.  Flint's  care,  the  local  bleedings  were  dis- 
continued, and  the  blindness  returned  as  completely  as  before.  In  the 
course  of  six  weeks  he  was  seized  with  an  apoplectic  attack,  from  which 
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he  slowly  recovered ;  thus  proving,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  cause  of 
amaurosis  was  to  be  found  in  the  fulness  of  the  cerebral  vessels. 
If orthampton^  February,  1838.  J.  H.  Wright,  M.D. 


ANOMALOUS    DISEASE. 

To  Ike  Eiitor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  complying  with  your  request  relative  to  the  patieots 
whom  you  saw  with  me  yesterday,  I  proceed  with  diffidence  to  give 
-some  account  of  the  circumstances  and  symptoms  attending  a  disease 
more  remarkable,  in  some  respects,  than  any  I  have  before  observed. 

The  family  above  referred  to  consists  of  ten  persons,  viz.,  Mr.  C.,aged 
£0;  Mrs.  C.,aged  44  ;  five  children  between  the  as^es  of  23  and  10  years; 
a  niece,  19;  a  man  and  maid  servant,  30  and  40  years — all  of  whom, 
previous  to  the  attack,  were  in  good  health.  On  Thursday,  January 
25ih,  Mrs.  C.  became  sick;  Wednesday,  31st,  the  niece;  Thursday^ 
February  1st,  Mary  Ann  C,  aged  23  ;  Friday,  2d,  Mr.  C. ;  and  on  the 
4th,  the  man.  The  symptoms,  in  all,  were  remarkably  uiiifonii — dif- 
fering somewhat  in  degree,  rather  than  kind,  and  the  description  which 
follows  is  applicable  to  each,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  to  be  noticed 
subsequently. 

The  first  symptom  noticed  deviating  from  health,  was  a  slight  chill  or 
sensation  of  cold,  creeping  over  the  body,  followed  by  pain  through  tlie^ 
orbits  and  balls  of  the  eye,  and  temples,  attended  with  very  great 
depression  of  strength  ;  and  within  24  hours  from  the  attack,  the  pulse 
were  from  120  to  140  per  minute,  and  easily  compressed ;  tongue  rath* 
er  red  at  the  edges,  and  covered  with  a  thin,  moist,  white  coat ;  mucous 
membrane  of  the  throat  slightly  inflamed  ;  thirst  moderate ;  tempera- 
ture of  surface  natural,  and  rather  dry;  no  appetite;  stomach  quiet; 
bowels  easily  moved  and  free  of  pain. 

On  the  second  day  the  eyelids  became  oedematous ;  the  conjunctiva 
vas  also  loaded  with  water,  and  in  some  instances  protruded  betweea 
the  lids,  the  surface  of  which  whs  slightly  inflamed.  An  efflorescence 
also  extended  over  the  face,  neck  and  hands,  and  slightly  on  the  anns 
and  some  parts  of  the  body.  Motion  of  the  head  and  hmbs  was  pain* 
ful ;  and  on  particular  inquiry  and  examination,  I  ascertained  the  fact 
that  pressure  on  any  and  every  muscle  of  the  system,  and  compressing 
the  muscles  attending  the  long  bones,  gave  acute  pain.  The  least  con- 
traction of  a  muscle  was  a  source  of  suflfering,  and  the  most  trifling 
change  of  position  so  irksome,  that  the  attempt  was  of  rare  occurrence. 
The  joints,  bones,  lungs,  intestinal  tube  and  brain,  after  third  day,  ap- 
peared the  only  portions  of  the  system  free  from  the  morbid  influence. 

On  the  third  day  the  swelling  of  the  face  was  more  diflfused,  extend- 
ing to  the  cheeks  and  very  slightly  to  the  arms,  accompanied  with  con- 
siderable redness  and  occasional  sensation  of  heat  in  the  face  and  sur- 
face generally.  Pulse,  in  erect  and  horizontal  position,  from  120  to 
140 ;  respiration  natural ;  urine  very  small  and  high  colored  ;  nights 
restless ;  stomach  and  bowels  quiet ;  secretions  natural. 
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Fourth  day.  Swelling  of  eyelids  and  face  much  diminished ;  coat  of 
tongue  much  the  same  ;  throat  more  inflamed  :  depression  of  strength 
out  of  all  proportion  to  violence  of  other  symptoms  ;  pulse  still  frequent; 
motion  as  painful  as  on  previous  day ;  no  regular  paroxysms  of  fever. 
Mrs.  C.  has  been  perfectly  helpless,  on  her  bed,  from  the  day  of  my 
first  visit,  being  incapable  of  the  least  motion,  except  of  the  arms.  The 
other  four  have  been  able  to  sit  up  most  of  the  day,  and  walk  the  room, 
although  with  great  pain  and  difficulty.  Mrs.  C.  and  niece  suffered 
oedema  of  the  lower  extremities,  extending  to  the  knees,  from  tenth 
day  of  disease.  Indeed  all  the  individuals,  at  different  times,  have  given 
evidence  of  more  or  less  infiltration  of  the  cellular  tissues  of  various 
parts  of  the  body. 

February  Hth.  They  all  are  much  in  the  same  state  as  on  the  fourth 
day  of  the  disease.  The  only  sensible  change  is  a  less  frequent  pulse, 
now  100  to  120;  better  nights;  some  slight  inclination  for  food  ;  less 
thirst,  and  increase  of  debifity. 

Relative  to  remedies — a  variety  have  been  *  employed  in  the  early 
stage.  Leeclies,  antimonials  to  a  moderate  extent,  with  laxatives,  diu- 
retics, opiates,  bathing,  and,  more  recently,  diffusible  stimuli  and  tonics-— 
with  a  hope  of  increasing  the  tone  of  system.  Nothing,  however,  ap- 
pears to  possess  any  positive  influence  over  the  disease.  Laudanum 
and  Dover's  powders  1  think  most  conducive  to  their  comfort. 

Thus  I  have  endeavored  to  give  a  faithful  but  brief  account  of  the 
symptoms  manifested  in  this  obscure  affection  ;  and  permit  to  add,  as 
the  result  of  my  observations,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  cellular  tissue  is 
chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  its  present  and  past  location.  In  connection 
with  the  foregoing  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  family  enjoy  all  the  com- 
forts of  life,  being  in  possession  largely  of  this  **  world's  goods."  The 
bouse  in  which  they  live  is  situated  on  elevated,  dry,  and  light  ground, 
and  only  separated  by  the  road  from  Mount  Auburn,  in  Cambridge.  I 
have  examined  with  care  every  part  of  the  house,  cellar  and  cooking 
apparatus.  The  cellar  is  clean,  and  contains  vegetables  in  a  healthy 
state.  The  house  clean,  spacious  and  well  arranged.  1  noticed  in  the 
kitchen  a  copper  vessel  belonging  to  the  stove,  clean,  but  not  tinned 
within.  The  water  used  by  the  family,  the  last  two  months,  is  brought 
from  a  well  a  few  rods  from  the  house,  through  a  lead  pipe  terminating 
in  a  copper  pump,  apparently  well  tinned  within.     The  well,  before  the 

E resent  improvement,  had  been  little  used  for  many  years.     Previous, 
owever,  to  the  recent  arrangement,  it  was  perfectly  cleansed  by  re- 
moving the  water  several  times  from  it. 

The  above  account  I  transmit  to  you,  with  a  hope  (if  worthy  of  a 
place  in  your  pages),  that  some  members  of  the  profession  may  be  fa- 
vored with  a  similar  privilege,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  any 
facts  or  suggestions  relative  to  the  origin,  pathology,  or  treatment  of  the 
disease.  Yours  truly, 

Watertown^  February  17,  1838.  Hiram  Hosmer. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  INSANE. 

Dr.  Bell's  report  of  the  condition  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  of  which 
he  is  the  medical  superintendent,  is  an  interesting  document.  We  have 
always  considered  his  appointment  a  happy  choice,  and  the  skill  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  conducts  the  institution  must  be  gratifying  to  the 
community.  A  few  detached  portions,  only,  are  extracted  from  the  an- 
nual return  made  to  the  Trustees,  but  they  are  sufficient  to  illustrate  the 
success  of  Dr.  Bell's  administration. 

<*  The  number  of  patients  remaining  at  the  end  of  December,  1836, 
was  ...  -  43  males,  and  28  females,    71 

Received  during  1837,         -         -        63      "  57      «        120 

Whole  number  who  have  enjoyed  the 

benefits  of  the  Asylum  during  the  year,     106  males,  and  85  females, 

*'  There  have  been  discharged  during  the  same  period  :  191 

Recovered,  Males.        Femalefl.        Total. 

Recent,            -            -            -            -  30  29 

Old, 6  7 


36  36  72 


Much  Improved, 
Recent, 
Old,     - 


Improved, 
Recent, 
Old,     - 


Not  Improved, 
Recent, 
Old,     . 


Dend, 

Recent,            .... 
Old, 

3  5  8 

Unfit  (not  proving  insane)        ...         .         ...3 

Total  discharged,  -  --....  1Q5 

Number  remaining  January  1,  1838,         -         -         .        .        .       ge 

''  The  proportion  of  recoveries  of  those  discharged  during  the  past  jear 
has  been  in  recent  cases,  86  1-2  per  cent ;  of  old  caaes,  38  per  cent. 
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and  of  all  about  71  per  cent  ;*  a  measure  of  success,  which  it  is  believed 
wili  not  be  found  to  have  been  exceeded  in  the  annals  of  institutions  of 
this  kind. 

*^  To  illustrate^  the  often  repeated  subject  of  the  high  importance  of 
early  subjection  to  the  treatment  of  a  proper  institution,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  of  all  those  dismissed  during  the  year  whose  cases  did  not 
exceed  six  months'  standing  before  admission,  with  the  exception  of  some 
few  promising  instances  in  which  the  pecuniary  inability  of  friends  com- 
pelled a  removal  after  the  insufficient  trial  of  not  more  than  a  single 
quarter,  every  iudividual  was  believed  to  have  been  restored.  So  that  of 
recent  cases  within  this  limit,  one  hundred  per  cent  may  justly  rank  as 
having  been  curable." 

'*  With  the  increased  number  of  patients,  we  are  also  gratified  with 
the  belief  that  there  never  before  has  been  amongst  them  such  an  amount 
of  cultivated  intellect,  moral  worth,  and  value  to  society,  as  during  the 
past  year.  The  peculiar  condition  of  the  commercial  world  has  been  felt 
within  our  walls  by  the  addition  of  not  a  few  sufferers  of  the  character 
referred  to,  whose  urbanity  of  manners,  encouraging  example  to  their 
fellow  sufferers,  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  care  and  attentions  be- 
stowed on  them,  and  renewed  social  usefulness  when  restored  to  health, 
have  fully  repaid  us  for  all  our  exertions.  The  freedom  with  which 
many  of  these  respected  inmates  of  this  and  former  years,  have  referred 
to  their  residence  here,  and  their  frequent  and  apparently  not  ungrateful 
visits  to  these  scenes,  serve  to  evince  and  at  the  same  time  to  contribute 
to  the  impression  beginning  to  exist  in  well-informed  society,  that  aliena- 
tion of  mind  from  disease  brings  no  disgrace  to  the  sufferer,  and  deserves 
not  to  be  considered  or  alluded  to  with  a  morbid  feeling  of  delicacy  or 
mortification,  as  if  any  just  ground  of  difference  existed  between  this 
and  other  forms  of  disease." 

"  The  peculiarities  of  the  system  of  moral  infiuences  here  applied^ 
have  been  pretty  fully  developed  in  the  last  Annual  Reports  to  your 
Board,  and  remain  essentially  the  same.  In  this,  as  in  every  institutipn 
which  has  kept  pace  with  the  age,  everything  like  severity  has  never 
been  found  necessary,  and  the  great  principle  of  mild,  soothing,  persua- 
sive, yet  firm,  decided,  parental  treatment  has  proved  fully  adequate  to 
accomplish  every  desired  result,  it  may  be  confidently  alleged,  that 
the  amount  of  employment  in  useful  labor  and  active  amusement,  the  self- 
respect  and  self-control  generally  indicated  in  the  dress,  manners,  and 
conversation  of  the  inmates,  as  well  as  the  curative  results  detailed, 
show  that  no  inefficiency  need  be  apprehended  from  the  sway  of  gentle- 
ness and  forbearance,  combined  with  unyielding  firmness,  even-handed 
impartiality,  and  adherence  to  good  faith  over  the  mind  diseased." 


Ophihalmic  Quackery, — From  the  examination  of  an  unusually  long- 
recommendatory  puff,  in  one  of  our  exchange  papers,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  great  transatlantic  adventurer  is  again  in  the  field,  beating  up  for  pa- 
tients. It  is  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  people  of  this  country  that 
they  are  not  contented  with  homebred  impositions,  but  manifest  the  most 

*  Ills  Important  in  any  comparison  of  resnits,  to  notice  wbetlier  in  the  division  of  ca^eii,  the  term 
rtuMt  is  confined  to  eases  of  a  duration  of  six  months  or  a  year,  as  the  difference  Is  very  material*, 
and  no  uniform  standard  is  emploved  in  I  nsane  hospitals.  Here,  cases  of  not  over  a  year's  standinr 
an  considered  rsosiU.  If  caaea  of  only  six  nontha  and  leas  were  deemed  recant,  the  resnlts  wonldl 
appear  stiU  more  favorable. 
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eager  desire  to  patronize  ewery  foreign  adventurer  (hat  lands  on  our 
shores^  even  at  the  expense  of  their  eyes. 


Dr.  Be^ord^s  Lectures  on  Obstetrics. — At  the  close  of  this  gentleman's 
private  course,  on  the  10th,  at  New  York,  the  students  organized  them- 
selves and  chose  a  committee  lo  return  their  thanks  to  him  for  the  very 
able  and  acceptable  manner  in  which  he  had  lectured  to  them  on  Obste- 
trics and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children^  It  is  very  evident,  from 
the  warmth  of  expression  in  the  resolves,  that  Dr.  Bedford  has  not  oolj 
«n  excellent  mode  of  communicating  professional  knowledge,  but  a  hap- 
py tact,  and,  withal,  which  is  still  more  important,  a  well-grounded  ac* 
^uaintance  with  the  subject  to  which  his  original  and  powerful  mind  is 
devoted. 

JVeuy  Publications, — By  looking  at  Dr.  Dunglison's  list  of  new  books 
sent  to  him  for  examination,  we  notice  the  Philadelphia  Practice  of  Mid' 
toifery,  by  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  beside  some  others  of  a  minor  cha- 
racter, which  do  not  appear  to  have  reached  this  latitude.  Should  either 
•of  them  be  received  here,  it  will  give  us  pleasure  to  present  their  claims, 
provided  they  have  any,  to  our  professional  brethren  of  the  north. 


Dr.  Graves^s  Lectures. — The  American  Medical  Library  is  republish- 
ing  this  gentleman's  Clinical  Lectures,  which  are  admirable.  It  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  the  limits  of  our  Journal  would  not  allow  of  the 
same  course,  in  detail.  The  high  claims  of  Dr.  Graves,  "who  resides  in 
Dublin,  are  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  an  opportunity  of  studying 
these  discourses.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  these  lectures,  alone, 
are  actually  worth,  to  the  medical  practitioner,  the  annual  subseription 
of  the  Journal  in  which  they  appear. 


Transylvania  University. — Notwithstanding  the  colonization  of  a  part 
of  the  old  faculty  at  Louisville,  and  the  organization  there  of  a  rival 
school  of  medicine,  the  old  school  of  Lexington  has  been  nobly  sustained 
the  preseni  term.  Two  hundred  and  twetity-seven  students  were  matricu- 
lated. This,  therefore,  in  point  of  numbers,  is  the  second  medical  college 
in  i\\e  LTnion.  The  death  of  Professor  £berle  is  a  sad  misfortune.  He 
possessed  those  excellent  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  are  always 
appreciated.     As  an  author  and  teacher,  he  was  eminently  distinguished. 


Medical  Provident  Institution  of  Scotland.-^Everj  five  years  the  af- 
fairs of  the  institution  are  brought  to  a  balance,  and  two  thirds  of  the  sur- 
plus divided  amotigst  the  contributors  ;  the  remaining  one  third  being  car- 
ried forward  as  a  guarantee,  and  to  meet  any  extraordinary  contingencies. 


Case  of  Triplets. — A  case  of  premature  delivery  of  triplets  occurred 
at  South  Boston  on  Friday  last.  Of  three  male  foetuses,  the  first  was 
putrid,  the  second  stillborn  but  perfect,  the  third  lived  eighteen  hours 
after  birth.  The  woman  is  doing  well.  Duration  of  pregnancy,  between 
six  and  a  half  and  seven  months. 
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Cure  for  Foul  Breath, — M.  Cavarra  has  uniformly  succeeded  in  curing 
by  means  of  the  following  gargle,  the  foul  breath  which  arises  from  a  mor- 
bid condition  of  the  mouth.  He  was  led  to  its  hobitual  employment  by  the 
complete  relief  it  uiforded  in  a  case  of  foul  breath  from  mercurial  saliva- 
tion. R.  Sulph.  alumin.  ct  potass.,  3ij.  ;  aq.  purs  i'lv.  M.  Ft. 
gargarisro. — American  Jour,  Med,  Sciences, 


Mercurial  OintmetU  for  the  Cure  of  Chilblains, — Dr.  Desgranges  has 
employed  tho  mercurial  ointment  for  the  cure  of  chilblains  with  the  hap- 
piest effects.  The  parts  being  first  rubbed  with  the  ointment,  are  then 
covered  with  a  piece  of  linen  spread  with  the  same.  M.  G.  oRei^ 
weakens  the  common  ointment  by  adding  simple  cerate,  in  the  proportiorr 
of  one  or  two  drachms  of  the  former  to  an  ounce  of  the  latter. — Ibid. 


Tannaie  of  Lead  in  Gangrenous  Sores, — Dr.  Tott  has  employed  the 
tannate  of  lend  in  several  cases  of  gangrenous  sores,  with  marked  ad- 
vantage. The  preparation  may  he  made  by  pouring  a  solution  of  acetate 
plumbi  drop  by  drop,  on  a  decoction  of  oak  bark,  as  long  as  any  precipi- 
tate forms.  The  precipitate  is  then  collected  and  spread  on  linen,  or 
united  with'  lard  in  the  proportion  of  two  drachms  of  the  former  to  an 
ounce  of  the  latter. — Ibid, 


Test  of  Morphia. — M.  Lafargue,  in  a  communication  to  the  French 
Academy,  states  that  the  most  invariable  and  delicate  test  of  the  treat- 
ment of  morphia  is  to  be  found  in  inoculation.  He  has  tried  infusions 
of  several  of  the  species  of  poppy  which  contain  that  principle,  and  of 
their  cogeners  which  do  not,  and  he  finds  invariably  that  a  small  quan- 
tity introduced  under  the  skin,  as  in  vaccination,  is  followed  by  ihe  de- 
velopment of  a  papula  of  determinate  character.-«-i6ul. 


Ligature  of  the  Primitive  Carotid, — This  operation  has  been  success- 
fully performed  by  Dr.  Bedor,  of  Troyes,  for  the  cure  of  traumatic  hemor- 
rhage, in  a  man  twenty  years  of  age,  resulting  from  a  wound  in  front  of 
the  right  axilla.  The  man  was  discharged  cured  on  the  forty-fifth  day.. 
— La  Presse  MSdicale. 


Influence  of  Vaccination  on  Hooping  Covgh, — Experiments  made  at  the- 
hospital  for  children  in  Paris,  tend  to  show  that  vaccination  exerts  no 
control  over  the  progress  of  pertussis.  Ten  children  laboring  under  this- 
disease,  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  have  been  admitted  into  the 
hospital  just  named  within  the  last  four  years,  and  of  these  nine  w^re  vac- 
cinated. Pustules  were  regularly  developed,  but  the  hooping  cough  was 
IQ  no  respect  modified  by  the  vaccine  disease. — Bull.  Gen.  de  Therap. 


Ligature  <fthe  External  Iliac  Artery, — This  operation  was  successfully 
performed  by  M.  Lisfranc,  in  May,  1836,  for  the  cure  of  aneurism  situ- 
ated about  half  an  inch  from  the  crural  arch.  A  single  flat  ligature^ 
four  threads  united,  was  applied,  and  the  limb  aAerwarda  enveloped  in 
warm  cloths,  frequently  renewed,  which  M.  L.  prefers  to  bags  of  warm 
sand  ;  the  latter  impeding  the  capillary  circulatt(»n  by  their  weight,  and 
acting  as  rubefacients  when  the  sand  is  overheated. — tbid. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  SM,  41.    MalM,  90— Females,  21. 

Oon8iiinptlon,3 infantile,  3->croup,  I— disease  of  the  brain.  I— dropsy  on  rhe  brain,  1— flu,  5^— 

lung  lever,  5— convuL>«ioiid,  3— tiidaiiiiiiation  of  the  lunga,  d— ttudden,  J — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — 
iiidainuiaiion  of  lite  bovveU,  1-eiiild-bed,  1— jaundice,  J— cancer  1— suicide.  l->worni3,  1— scarlet 
tevttf  l->drupsy  in  the  head,  l~^ld  age,  3— stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1— stillborn,  7. 


FALLING  OF  THE   WOMB  CURED  BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  UJLL'S  LTfiilllO-AMUO.VllNAL  s)UPPORTi::tl  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolapjiis  Uleri^  or  FaUing  of  the  ^<iin6,  and  other  dittvaaes  depending  upon  a  relaiation  of  the  ab- 
duiuinai  muscles,  as  an  inslruinent  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 
health.  When  ihls  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fiited  to  the  furm  ul  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affiirds  the  must  immediate  iiumuiiily  from  the  distressing  **  dragging  and  tearing-dovm" 
•enmious  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  fullowed  by  an  early  coufessiuu  of  radical  relief  from  ilie  patient  herself. 
The  duppDrter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  llie  patient  without  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  uearly  1500  of  the  Uterojabdominat  Smpporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  remits. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  aaaertlon,  that  ita  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  «.vill  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  slate  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Asiiey  Cooperi  of  London,  Edward  Delafleld 
M.D.,Prufes8or  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  in  the 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  baa  had  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medicnl  professiun  are  cautioned  sguinst  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Truases  bear  my 
•Igoature  in  writing  on  ;be  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

A.VtOiJ  (J.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Asior  House,  New  York, 

The  dabscribers  having  bean  appointed  Agenu  for  the  sale  of  the  ab.ive  instruments,  alt  ordera 
addressed  to  ttiein  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  '        LOWt^  &  KEED^ 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  94  .\lerchanu  Row,  Boeton. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

PHrsioiANs  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Puaa  VAcciirB 
ViKL'8  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  tiie  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  post  paid,  wivhout  wiiich,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  tiie  post  office.         Oct.  25. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Thb  pubscrlber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  sebool  with  taia 
private  establishment  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  fur  surgical  o()eratlons.  He  has  procured 
convenient  rooms,  and  iias  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  demonstra- 
tions. His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  impoitant  cases  as 
occur  In  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  H.  FLINT. 

Springfield,  January f  lti38.  Jan.  17. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thk  aubacribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  baTe 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  two  Dlspenaary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1 ,  2  and  3.  and  tit  catttui  which  will  be  Ireaied  at  the  room  daily. 
lasiruction  will  be  given  by  clinicdl  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPURAlM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH.  M.D. 
Bosun,  Jiuguft  9,  1837.  HENKY  G.  CLABK,  M.D- 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY.  M.D. 

VERMONT    MEDICAL    COLLEGE. 
Tri  annual  Course  of  Lectures,  at  this  institution,  will  commence  on  the^econdTbaradoy  of  Mareli 
next,  and  continne  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       -  -         H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by         ........      Elisha  Basti^btt,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  -  Rosbrt  Watts,  Ja.,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Hiirsery,  by        .....        GiLliArr  Kimball,  M.D. 

Chemi8lrv  and  .Materia  Medica,  by        ......         David  Palmer,  M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by        ........      Normar  Williams,  A.M. 

IFs»rf^to«fc,  January  17th,  1838.  F7-eptM7 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  la  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  (oincr  ol  Finnklin  Street,  to  whom  all  comniunicniiotis 
niHtbe  1 1  iressad,9os(-j»at<2.  it  isalsopulilished  in  Monthly  Parti*,  each  Part  contafninr  the  weekly 
nu  n'torsoftbe  precedlni  month, stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.C.  8M i 'J' H,  M.D. Editor.— Price  §3,00 a 
veir  in  :iilvatice.«{:?..>0  after  three  months,  and  (4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.>-Agents  allowed 
Bvarf  seventh  copy  ;fratts.— .Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  In  aihraa««,«r 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  aa  for  a  Newspaper. 
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STATE  OF  MEDICINE  IN  PARIS. 

[CommttnlcaMd  for  the  Boston  ModtcAl  and  Surgfea)  Journal.] 

Pom,  May  ^5th,  1837. 
Since  my  first  visit  to  the  Hospital  of  Charity  (m  Jacob  street),  its 
wards  and  baths  are  become  among  the  best  in  Faris.  The  Clinical 
Hospital,  opposite  to  the  School  of  Medicine,  is  also  advantageously 
re-organized.  In  these,  and  in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  and  in  the  museum  of 
the  School  of  Medicine,  the  porter  is  more  scrupulous  than  formerly  as 
to  the  admission  of  visiters ;  so  that,  except  at  the  times  appointed  for 
visits,  the  stranger  must  show  special  reason  for  admission.  It  will  be  a 
facility  if  he  can  propose  a  visit  to  a  professional  officer  on  duty  in  the 
hospitals. 

l*he  Salpetri^re,  the  asylum,  principally,  of  aged  women  (its  front 
equalling  in  size  and  comeliness  any  of  the  palaces),  shelters  5500  per- 
sons,  among  whom  is  the  department  of  1100  insane  women.  In  this 
immense  asylum  of  the  poor,  admirable  to  behold,  are  found  the  same 
sort  of  buildings,  of  one  story,  of  separate  rooms,  opening  upon  beauti* 
ful  courts,  edged  with  neat  piazzas,  facing  good  prospects,  as  in  the  pri- 
vate asylum  of  Dr.  E.,  devoted  to  the  rich :  and  admirable  is  the 
patience  and  management  with  which  the  complaints  of  the  inmates 
are  beard  by  the  physicians  who  superintend  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
so  excessive  has  been  the  zeal  of  the  lay-administrators  of  the  asylum, 
that  without,  and  even  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  the  physicians,  they 
have  needlessly  and  unskilfully  erected  nearly  a  dozen  separate  houses 
of  four  rooms  each,  for  the  more  retired  accommodation  of  certain  pa-r 
tients ;  which  isolation  thwarts  that  principle  of  constant  attendance  and 
vigilance  which  is  indispensable  in  asylums  of  this  sort.* 

The  principal  peculiarity  of  the  modem  French  asylums  for  insanity 
is  the  use  of  buildings  of  one  story,  to  prevent  the  danger  of  staircases, 
the  appearance  of  window-bars,  and  the*  fatigue  of  the  service.  In 
comparison  with  these  advantages,  the  cost  of  ground  and  of  roof  are  held 

•  Had  the  tmatee*  of  one  of  oor  aayloma  reetrained  their  oreeunipiion  in  venturing  to  expend  the 
fruits  of  public  liberality  on  edifices,  as  to  the  uses  of  which  tbey  were  uninformed,  until  the  en- 
lightened   had  been  esubllshed  In  his  ninetlons.orhad  they  even  deigned  to  listen  to  some  of 

the  sngKestions  which  a  humble  predecessor  had  urged,  the  immense  cost  which  afterwards  accrued 
under  the  requisitions  of  early  experience  would  have  been  avoided,  and  I  should  be  now  spared 
the  mortification  of  «iiently  hearing,  *<Ton  have  nothing  iilEe  this,  although  our  records  show  that 
we  took  pains  to  show  these  things  to  you  very  long  ago.  Fidiiti  mtUen,  prokattimu ;  dsUriora  seaitus 
99,**  The  eonsequeDt  inconveniences  and  corrective  coste  have  been  great  and  dtseouraglng  to  aome 
peraou  who  w«M  dlapoaed  to  ha  benelheion  to  that  aaylnm. 
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to  be  of  small  importance.  The  grounds  are,  of  late,  much  extended  here, 
and  are  cuUivated  by  50  patients  from  the  Section  of  the  hospital  of 
Bicetre  which  is  appropriated  to  insane  men,  who  are  daily  marched 
here  for  labor. 

My  6rst  knowledge  of  the   Salpetriere  was  with  the  high  privilege 
of  the  guidance  of  its  great  physician,  Pinel,  and  of  his,  now  illustrious, 
associate,  E^quirol.      Pinel   received  me   most  kindly,   an   unrecom- 
mended  stranger,  and  inquired  with  much  interest  after  Dr.  Rush,  who 
had  lately  written  his  book  on  '^  Diseases  of  the   Mind."     Pinel  was 
then  nearly  seventy  years  old.     His  mildness,  patience,  forbearance, 
and  encouraging  spirit  towards  the  insane  women,  some  hundreds,  under 
bis  charge,  and    towards  their  inquiring  and   anxious    friends,  were 
admirable.     As  a  teacher,  he  excelled  in  the  precision  and   variety  of 
his  notes  and  tables,  and  as  a  natural  historian  of  disease.     His  frequent 
question  was — "  How  are  we  to  know  when  and  how  far  it  is  advisable 
to  intermeddle  with  a  malady,  unless  we  have  learned  its  natural  and 
ordinary  termination,  if  left  to  itself?     We  do  not  know  enough  to  be 
authorized,  in  every  case,  to  try  to  alter  or  arrest  its  course.     Observing 
and  experienced  men  handle  the  appliances  of  their  art  with  delicate 
reserve,  considering  themselves  as  only  ministers  of  nature."      Pinel 
has  gone  to  his  reward.     In  Esquirol's  study  is  a  good  marble  bust  of 
him,  which  well  accords  with  my  remembrance  of  the  original.    Esquirol 
is  no  longer  attached  to  the  Salpteriere.     The  medical  service  of  this 
Section  is  performed  by  M.  Pariset,  who  is  also  Perpetual  Secretary  of 
the  Academy  of  Medicine,  where  he  resides;  M.   Falret,  author  of 
treatises  on  hypochondria,  suicide,  be. ;   and  Dr.  Mitivier,  Esquirol's 
nephew,  and  son  by  adoption,  and  associate  in  his  celebrated  private 
asylum  at  Ivry,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Paris.     M.  Falret,  with  M. 
Voisin,  has  an  excellent  asylum  at  Vanves,  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Paris,  comprising  sixty  acres.     My  family  will  not  forget  the  good  will 
which  they  experienced  from  this  interesting  household. — M.  Pariset 
has  been  in  Egypt ;  he  is  a  man  of  extensive  and  various  ideas,  and  of 
very  lively  imagination  ;  in  manners  he  recalls  to  me  Pinel.     Esquirol 
is  transferred  to  the  principal  charge  of  the  great  public  asylum  for  in- 
sanity, at  Charenton,  near  to  Paris.     He  goes  there  twice  or  thrice  a 
week,  at  7,  A.  M.,  even  in  winter,  and  is  there  employed  till  2,  P.  M. 
This  asylum  has  been  of  late  greatly  improved,  and  is  continuing  to  be 
so :  "  Yet,"  says  Esquirol,    "  I  sometimes  regret  my  women  at  the 
Salpetriere."     He  has  removed  his  private  asylum  from  his  residence 
near  the  Garden  of  Plants,  where  I  used  to  see  it,  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Paris,  where  he  purchased  25  acres,  having  on  them  three 
houses,  for  $40,000.     To  this  sum  he  has  added  $60,000,  being  the 
earnings  of  35  years.     He  has  there  built  an  ediGce  of  ten  rooms,  with 
a  piazza,  on  a  single  floor,  and  with  an  appendage  to  each  room  of  a 
sleeping  room  for  the  attendant  of  the  patient  occupying  the  principal 
room,  and  who  never  quits  his  charge.     This  edifice  is  at  the  bead  of 
a  garden  or  lawn.     From  its  ends  proceed  piazzas  forming  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  lawn,  and  terminating  in  a  fourth  piazza  which  is  enclosed  by 
a  railing,  through  which  an  extensive  prospect  is  presented.    A  o^ore 
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retired  and  smaller  court  is  behind  the  building.  A  billiard-room  and 
bathing-room  is  appended.  Each  sex  is  thus  separately  accommodated. 
They  pass  all  of  the  pleasant  weather,  with  their  attendants,  in  the 
lawns,  or  in  going  abroad,  or  in  some  occupation.  The  convalescents 
reside  in  the  other  houses  on  the  estate.  All  who  are  able,  of  both 
sexes,  meet  at  the  table  of  the  agreeable  family  of  Dr.  Mitivier,  and 
pass  the  evening  in  his  parlor.  The  douche,  coming  in  a  column  of 
even  two  inches,  from  a  height  even  of  eight  feet,  upon  the  head  of  an 
otherwise  unimpressionable,  extravagant  patient,  roust  be  influential. 
Only  thirty  patients  are  here  received.  Natives  pay  ^80  per  month, 
and  foreigners  $100,  including  all  expenses.  .  The  interest  of  the 
cost  of  the  asylum  is  not  realized  ;  but  Dr.  E.  has  no  children,  and  says 
be  has  no  need  of  money,  but  is  sufficiently  gratlGed  by  the  application,  in 
practice,  of  his  professional  views.  There  are  eleven  persons  employed 
m  the  general  domestic  service  of  the  house,  besides  those  who  are  de- 
voted immediately  to  the  patients.  One  of  my  fellow  visiters  to  this 
asylum,  published  an  account  of  it  in  Colburn's  Monthly  Magazine, 
London,  which  has  been  quoted  in  the  Albion,  New  York.  Some 
years  ago,  Esquirol,  under  commission  from  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
visited  most  of  the  receptacles  for  insane  people  on  the  Continent ;  his 
observations  in  that  tour  are  condensed  under  the  article,  ^*  Houses  for 
Insane  People,"  in  the  Die.  des  Scien.  Med.  Lately  inGrm  health 
led  him  to  pass  nearly  a  year  in  Italy.  He  exhibits  much  intellectual 
re6nement.  He  was  correcting  the  proof-sheets  of  a  collection  of 
bis  professional  memoirs.  To  be  again  received,  so  cordially  as  I  was, 
and  my  family  too,  by  one  so  eminently  useful  as  he  has  been,  and  to 
find  him,  after  so  long  an  interval  of  distant  separation  from  him,  still  so 
useful,  is  a  rare  and  high  satisfaction. 

Dr.  Esquirol  has  a  room  lined  with  perfectly  prepared  skulls  of  per- 
sons intellectually  remarkable.     They  are  very  plainly  and  neatly  num- 
bered, in  reference  to  a  book  descriptive  of  them.     As  Dr.  Spurzheim 
bad  spoken  to  me  of  Dr.  E.,  stating,  among  other  things,  that  they 
unitedly  attended  to  the  examination  of  the  head  af  Casimir  Perrier 
(a  model  of  which  I  noticed  at  Dr.  E.'s),  I  asked  if  Dr.  S.  had  studied 
this  collection  of  skulls,  &c.   In  answer.  Dr.  E.  pointed  to  me  skull  No. 
571,  in  which  the  outer  surface  of  the  parietal  bones  is  very  remarkably 
depressed,  into  a  deep  furrow,  no  correspondence  to  which  is  found 
within !  No.  247,  in  which  a  large  portion  of  the  outer  surface  is  very 
prominent,  and  the  correspondent  internal  plate  within  is  equally  promi- 
nent inward  and  downward !     £.  said   that  these  were  by  no  means 
solitary  specimens  in  his  collection  of  such  organization,  and  that  from  the 
time,  long  ago,  when  Dr.  S.  examined  them,  his  researches  among  the 
specimens   in  this   cabinet  were   discontinued.      The    physiognomical 
part  of  his  doctrine  supposes  that  the  external  and  internal  surfaces  of 
the    skull   are  parallel. — Among  the   patients  in  Dr.  E.'s   asylum,  I 
conversed  with  one,  a  Belgian  gentleman,   aged  about  30,  well  edu- 
cated.    He  had  lately  made  his  6rst  visit  to  Paris.     At  the  end  of  two 
months,  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Court-house,  he  struck  an  officer  of 
ftbe  establishment  who  happened  to  be  in  his  way.  On  being  questioned, 
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be  answered  that  be  had  no  other  reason  for  giving  the  blow  than  he 
would  have  had  for  striking  an  animal  which  obstructed  bis  passage. 
He  declined  the  aid  of  counsel.  His  landlord  had  noticed  nothing  re- 
Diarkable  in  his  deportment :  he  had  been  regular  and  orderly.  He  had 
travelled  much,  particularly  in  Great  Britain,  with  what  object  it  did  not 
appear.  In  the  Court-house  a  jurist-physician  is  readily  attendant,  in 
aid  of  suQh  inquiries  as  he  can  promote  :  he  suggested  that  the  Belgian 
was  under  alienation  of  mind  :  he  was  accordingly  consigned  to  Bicetre, 
and  his  family  in  Belgium  were  advised  of  his  condition.  In  answer, 
tbey  commissioned  some  one  to  transfer  him  to  Dr.  E.'s  asyhim  ;  who 
says  that  he  has  noticed  no  aberration  of  mind  in  him,  and  that  be  should 
not  hesitate  to  resign  him  to  the  demand  of  bis  family. 

The  hospital  of  Bicetre,  half  a  league  from  Paris,  has  a  Section  for 
insane  men,  under  the  charge  of  M.  Ferrus  (son-in-law  of  the  late  sur- 
geon Dubois),  aided  by  Scipio  Pinel,  resident  in  the  hospital,  son  of 
the  great  physician  before  named,  and  author  of  a  recent  4to  on  In- 
sanity. This  Section  is  also  much  improved  and  improving.  There 
are  wards  for  epileptics,  for  idiots,  and  for  sick  people.  There  is  a  sit- 
ting room  or  refectory  for  100  madmen,  attended  by  10  guardians.  M. 
Ferrus  comes  here  thrice  weekly,  at  8,  A.  M.,  even  in  winter,  by  an 
omnibus.  His  salary  is  $600.  There  is  a  Section  for  in6nn  old  men 
in  the  medical  charge  of  M.  Rouchoux,  author  of  a  valuable  treatise 
on  apoplexy :  be  resides  in  the  hospital.  His  salary  is  $240.  M.  R. 
18  of  a  very  lively  spirit,  and  very  zealously  devoted  to  science. 
Through  M.  Thiers,  Af .  Ferrus  was  lately  commissioned  to  visit  the 
European  asylums  for  insane  people.  In  Great  Britain,  as  he  does  not 
understand  English,  some  medical  man,  who  understood  French,  accom- 
panied him  in  his  course,  until  they  met  another  medical  interpreter,  and 
80  on  throudi  his  tour.  In  1834  he  published  "  Rapport  sur  les  alienes/' 
p.  300.  He  showed  me  some  of  his  own  unpublished  notes,  drawings, 
&c.,  and  a  portrait,  by  Girard,  of  Dubob,  as  be  was  in  my  former  ac- 
quaintance with  him. 

Most  of  the  obiects  of  information  on  the  Continent  and  in  Great 
Britain  are  so  readily  open  to  the  stranger,  that  he  seldom  need  seek  for 
personal  furtherance.  If  he  is  a  mature  professional  man,  entitled  to,  and 
willing  to  put  himself  in  the  way  to  receive  personal  attention,  be  will 
have  accorded  to  him  plenary  explanations,  civil  words,  and  convenient 
positions,  such  as  those  whom  he  visits  are  in  the  habit  of  experiencing 
when  they  go  abroad.  To  accidents  of  this  sort  I  owe  my  introduction 
to  the  principal  medical  people  whom  I  have  lately  seen  in  England 
(July).  The  Academy  of  Medicine  meets  in  Paris,  No.  7,  Poitiers 
street,  at  3,  P.  M.,  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month.  The  stranger 
is  freely  admitted,  and  can  present  communications. 

At  half  a  league  from  Bicetre  is  a  farm  belonging  to  it,  and  recently 
established,  for  residence  and  employment  of  such  patients  of  Bicgtre 
as  are  fitted  for  agriculture.     Ferrus  visits  them. 

M.  Devillas,  a  banker,  a  few  years  ago  bequeathed  his  house,  in  tbe 
street  des  Regards,  and  other  property,  to  be  used  for  an  infirmary.  It 
is  a  very  good  establishment. 
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Eighteen  years  ago  the  house  of  Enghien,  No.  8  Picpus  street,  was 
established  ;  it  is  a  very  neat  hospital  for  50  people  :  also  the  In6rmary 
of  Maria  Theresa,  for  15  people,  by  Madame  Chateaubriand,  adjoining 
to  her  own  residence,  No.  84  street  d'Enfer :  also  the  Leprince  hospital 
for  20  people,  No.  45  St.  Donr)inick  street. 

The  windows  of  the  French  hospitals  are  generally  large  and  high  to- 
wards the  ceiling,  and  divided  into  small  compartments  which  are  readily 
opened  and  shut,  by  cords,  for  various  degrees  of  ventilation.  The  beds 
are  supplied  with  white  linen  curtains  in  summer,  and  dark-green  woolen 
ones  in  winter ;  the  patients  with  cotton  or  woolen  gowns.  In  some  of 
the  hospitals  is  an  open  fire-place,  chiefly  used  for  small  culinary  pur- 
poses. Large  stoves,  of  glazed-earthen  ware,  towards  the  middle  of 
the  wards,  are  the  rendezvous  of  some  patients  for  the  purposes  of  socia- 
bility, and  serve  to  keep  their  drinks  warm.  The  temperature  of  their 
wards  is  thus  kept  higher  than  that  of  their  private  rooms,  which  is  not 
so  high  as  with  us.     The  French  do  not  desire  warm  rooms. 

Among  the  "Sisters  of  Charity  "  lately  was  Josephine,  only  daughter 
of  the  late  Marshal  Junot.  She  pursued  the  high  offices  of  her  calling 
with  a  devotedness  equal  to  that  which  her  mother,  the  Duchess  of 
Abrant6s,  exhibits  in  her  historical  labors.  Lately,  disordered  health, 
and  the  consequent  injunctions  of  her  spiritual  director,  led  the  young 
lady  to  resign  these  labors  of  charity. 

The  great  services  of  M.  Dupuytren,  as  surgeon  of  the.  Hotel  Dieu, 
were  crowned  by  his  bequest  of  nearly  ^40,000  for  the  improvement  of 
surgical  science.  His  ability  to  present  this  offering,  and  the  great  for- 
tune which  he  left  to  his  daughter,  are  indirectly,  as  well  as  directly,  at- 
tributable to  his  professional  success.  At  an  early  period  of  his  career, 
seeing  a  gentleman  thrown  from  bis  gig,  and  his  leg  broken,  be  ran  to 
his  succor,  and  accompanied  him  home.  Stating  himself  to  be  a  sur- 
geon, he  offered  to  perform  the  first  services  required  by  the  injury,  and 
to  await  the  arrival  of  such  other  aid  as  the  gentleman  might  summon. 
These  services  being  completed,  the  gentleman,  one  of  the  brothers 
Rothschild,  requested  his  continued  care,  and  on  his  recovery  presented  to 
hm  a  princely  largess.  The  surgeon  requested  that  the  fee  should  re- 
main under  the  custody  and  investment  of  this  great  banker,  to  whom 
were  henceforth  confided  his  fees  received  from  other  sources.  In  the 
last  sickness  of  Louis  XVIII.  Dupuytren's  prognostic,  as  a  medical  at- 
tendant, was  sought  by  his  banker,  whose  important  financial  proceed- 
ings were  consequently  and  justly  arranged  ;  and  it  is  believed  that 
Dupuytren's  interests  were  promoted  by  opportunities,  indicated  to  him 
by  R.,  for  speculations  in  the  public  funds.  His  introduction  to  the 
Hotel  Dieu  was  facilitated  by  the  late  surgeon  Boyer,  of  whose  family 
he  proposed  to  become  a  member.  This  purpose  he  waived.  Domes- 
tic disquiet  afterwards  goaded  him  on  to  professional  greatness.  For  10 
years  he  never  failed  of  visiting  twice  daily  his  large  Section  of  the 
Hotel  Dieu.  His  first  visit  began  long  before  day-light.  His  domineer- 
ing, magisterial  deportment,  was  sometimes  overwhelming  to  some,  even 
of  his  private  patients  and  their  anxious  friends,  and  such  as  would  pro- 
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bably  Dot  be  presented  or  tolerated  at  the  present  day.  The  least  fail* 
ure,  by  his  pupils,  of  complete  preparation  for  his  operations,  some- 
times occasioned  violent  and  even  ferocious  expressions  of  his  displeas- 
ure, for  which  he  has  occasionally  been  led  to  make  honorable  amends. 
As  to  his  surgical  reputation  he  was  sensitive.  In  an  English  Journal 
It  was  alleged  that  be  had  used,  as  his  own,  a  suggestion  of  the  late  Dr. 
Physick ;  and  on  receiving  from  one  of  our  students  some  satisfactory 
views  on  the  subject,  as  presented  by  Dorsey,his  acknowledgments  were 
very  full.  His  museum  of  morbid  anatomy  is  deposited  on  the  south 
side  of  the  street  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  in  the  refectory  of  the 
ancient  great  convent  of  Cordeliers.  His  brother  used  periodically  to 
visit  Boston,  as  captain  of  a  merchant-ship,  from  Nantes. 

Dupuytren's  successor,  M.  Roux,  was  drilled  to  surgical  practice  as 
assistant,  at  the  Hospital  of  Charity,  of  his  father-in-law,  Boyer,  whose 
visits  to  the  hospital  used  to  be  so  early  that  he  was  attended  in  the 
wards  by  a  candle-bearer. 

Much  fatality  has  lately  resulted  afler  surgical  operations  in  the  Hotel 
Dieu.  A  censorious  statement  has  been  presented  to  the  Administra- 
tion, relative  to  a  death  which  occurred  three  hours  after  an  operation 
on  the  face.  This  leads  to  examination  and  consideration  of  the  subject, 
which  will  be  useful  to  all  parties.  On  the  subject  of  mortality  conse- 
quent to  surgical  operations,  I  will  present  a  recent  note  from  one  of  my 
neighbors  whom  I  left  in  Paris,  and  of  whom  Louis  says,  "  Young  S. 
pleases  me ;  he  recalls  to  me  poor  Jackson,  whom  I  loved  so  much." 
Such  individuals,  marked  as  they  are  '<  by  moral  purity  and  incessant 
industry,"  in  their  retired  chambers  and  sometimes  cheerless  walks  of 
improvement  here,  must  occasionally  feel  with  acuteness  their  great  dis- 
tance from  the  domestic  scenes  of  which  they  have  been  the  cherished 
objects.  May  the  stores  of  useful  knowledge,  accumulated  by  such  in- 
quirers, be  consecrated  to  the  interests  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  be 
duly  appreciated  for  their  own  good  and  for  encouragement  of  a  higb- 
minded  and  liberal  course  of  education. 

"  Metastatic  abscesses. — Four  or  five  days  after  a  patient  has  under- 
gone a  surgical  operation,  he  is  seized  with  a  severe  chill.  Tbe  sup- 
puration of  the  wound  becomes  of  an  unhealthy  character.  The 
tongue  is  dry  and  brown.  There  is  pain  about  the  lungs  or  liver.  He 
sinks  and  dies.  A  collection  of  matter  is  found  in  the  lungs,  liver, 
spleen,  brain,  cellular  tissue,  or  joints.  Sometimes  the  tissue  of  the 
organ  immediately  in  contact  with  the  matter  seems  perfectly  sound, 
sometimes  inflamed. — Has  the  suppuration  of  the  wound  been  absorbed 
by  the  veins,  mingled  with  the  blood  and  deposited  in  those  parts  ?  Or 
is  the  matter  formed  from  the  inflamed  inner  surface  of  the  veins  ? 
Velpeau  showed  to  us  a  specimen  two  days  after  death ;  his  lecture  was 
excellent.  He  thinks  that  the  pus  is  absorbed,  that  particles  of  it  are 
deposited  in  the  tissues,  and  act  as  foreign  bodies ;  inflammation  and 
abscess  follow.  Blandin  has  had  an  interesting  case  of  inflammation  of 
a  vein,  consequent  to  bleeding.  Matter  was  found  in  the  veins.  Tbe 
local  symptoms  subsided,  and  pleurisy  followed.     Velpeau  has  never 
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known  a  case  which  has  not  terminated  fatally.  Blandin  speaks 
of  one." 

Twenty  years  ago,  M.  Roux  visited  London,  and  published  a  memoir 
on  the  cure  of  squinting,  illuslraied  by  his  own  case.  ^' '  *  *  '  aged  35, 
squinted  ever  since  infancy.  Twenty  times  he  set  himself  to  try  to 
force  his  eyes  to  act  together  on  objects  submitted  to  them  ;  or,  by  cov- 
ering the  left  eye  which  was  much  the  strongest,  to  use  the  right  only, 
to  strengthen  which  by  use  seemed  a  necessary  preliminary.  For  hours 
together  he  read  or  wrote,  alternately  using  his  right  eye  and  both  eyes, 
striving  to  make  them  coincide  toward  the  same  point.  When  he 
looked  at  a  near  object  requiring  to  be  seen  with  precision,  he  could 
not  avoid  squinting.  Confused  vision  and  great  mental  fatigue  followed 
his  attempts.  These  effects  lessened  ;  in  a  few  days  his  right  eye  grew 
as  strong  as  his  left,  and  he  could  not  prevent  them  from  acting  in  con- 
cert. Many  months  have  since  past.  Nothing  now  shows  which  eye 
used  to  squint ;  both  eyes  are  stronger  than  the  left  was." 

Lately  Lord  Lyndhurst  brought  his  daughter  from  London  to  Paris  for 
the  sake  of  using  M.  Roux's  surgical  skill :  the  result  was  fatal.  A  few 
months  before,  Sir  Benjamin  Travers  went  from  London  to  Frankfort  to 
attend,  as  it  proved,  the  last  sickness  of  Rothschild.  So  prone  are  we 
to  seek  foreign  aid,  and  distant  means,  without  due  reference  to  those 
which  are  at  hand.  M.  Roux  is  an  urbane  man,  and  both  at  home  and 
abroad  shows  his  good  will  to  professional  inquirers. 

M.  Louis  has  lately  been  transferred  from  the  medical  charge  in 
the  hos))ital  of  Pity,  to  the  Hotel  Dieu.  He  formerly  made  a  profes- 
sional tour  to  Russia.  He  has  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  school 
of  disappointment  and  adversity,  and  has  derived  from  it  that  force  of 
character  and  intentness  of  purpose  which  is  earning  for  him  a  well- 
merited  rank.  He  is  intimate  with  Esquirol,  and  is' of  the  observant^ 
expectant  school  of  Pinel,  whose  work  on  Nosography,  Cabanis  on 
"  The  Degree  of  Certainty  of  Medicine,"  Hannerman's  "  ^sculapius 
in  the  Balance,"  his  "  Value  of  Medical  Systems,"  his  "  Advice  to 
an  Aspirant  in  Medicine,"  Heberden's  Commentaries,  and  Sir  Gilbert 
Blane's  ^'  Errors  in  Medicine,"  form  excellent  accompaniments  to  M. 
Louis's  publications  and  clinical  instructions. 

Many  more  patients  enter  the  French  hospitals  immediately  after  the 
numerous  holidays  weekly,  &c.,  than  at  any  other  times;  and  many 
enter  under  the  effects  of  the  exhaustion  of  misery.  For  these  reasons 
M.  Louis  not  unfrequently  leaves  his  new  patients  to  a  day's  repose,  to 
allow  them  to  get  well  under  the  comforts  of  their  adopted  home,  and 
avoids  the  risk  of  disturbing  them  by  the  appliances  of  art.  In  certain 
lectures  in  the  School  of  Medicine,  and  by  some  of  the  speakers  in  the 
Academy  of  Medicine,  the  mode  of  study  pursued  by  M.  Louis  is  un- 
becomingly mentioned  with  contempt  and  abuse.  He  says,  "  1  was  the 
object  of  surprise  and  pity."  It  is  alleged  that  the  great  extent  of  his 
tabular  forms  prevents  their  general  use,  though  they  may  present  a  show 
and  serve  as  a  hobby  on  which  he  may  ride  into  public  notice  in  the  midst 
of  his  young  disciples ;  that  his  peculiar  notions  are  urged  as  a  means  of 
notoriety  to  their  author.     It  is  not  likely  that  bis  course  of  extensi?0 
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inquiry  will  be  so  fully  pursued  by  others,  as  it  has  been  by  bim.  It 
should  certainly  suggest  to  medical  writers  the  remark  of  one  of  the 
best  of  them,  "  All  that  I  know  may  be  expressed  in  a  very  small 
book."  The  tables  of  Pinel,  Esquirol,  and  of  Falret's  collection  of 
50,000  cases,  are  prepared  in  the  same  philosophic  spirit  which  governs 
M.  Louis's. 

I  could  not  Gnd  the  window  at  which  Cuvier  used  to  be  seen  at  his 
labors  ;  the  spot  is  now  well  occupied  by  a  green  house  which  invites 
the  birds,  who  fill  it  with  chanting ;  we  may  imagine  it  to  be  in  praise  of 
him  who  used  to  grace  this  favored  spot.  Near  to  it,  however,  is  still 
seen  the  venerable  Redout6,  teaching  the  drawing  and  painting  of  flow- 
ers to  a  larga  class  of  young  ladies,  among  whom  he  showed  special 
satisfaction  in  instructing  the  foreigners.  The  walls  of  his  residence. 
No.  4  Seine  street,  are  covered  with  valuable  pictures.  He  was  a 
schoolmate  of  Audubon,  when  "David  guided  their  young  bands," 
and  author  of  the  great  and  splendid  work  on  Lilies  and  Roses.  The 
Empress  Josephine  and  the  ladies  around  her  constantly  received  hb 
lessons.  Bonaparte  advised  him  to  turn  bis  attention  to  historical  paint- 
ing ;  but  when  B.  was  shown,  by  certain  English  publications,  in  what 
esteem  R.  was  held  abroad,  he  immediatety  became  an  object  of  Impe- 
rial liberality  and  patronage.  Audubon  says,  "  Through  my  noble-spir- 
ited friend,  M.  Redout^,  1  was  introduced  to  the  now  King  of  the  French, 
and  to  several  ministers  of  State.  The  hour  spent  with  Louis  Phillippe 
and  his  son,  was  by  their  dignified  urbanity  rendered  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  that  has  fallen  to  my  lot ;  in  consequence  I  procured  many 
patrons  and  friends.''  A  copy  of  A.'s  "  Birds  of  America ''  is  in  the 
king's  private  library. 

One  of  Redoute's  drawings  was  lately  stolen  ;  the  theft  was  discovered 
by  the  drawing  being  offered  for  sale  at  a  price  below  what  his  produc- 
tions always  command.  Some  of  them  are  in  English  cabinets  at  a 
high  cost.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  witness  the  gradual  construction  of 
such  beautiful  objects  under  such  a  h^nd.  He  has  a  very  pleasing  pic- 
ture of  his  school  room  and  class  above  named. 

F.  A.  Michaux,  the  historian  of  our  forest  trees,  has  an  apartment 
facing  the  Flower-market.  As  agent  of  an  Agricultural  Society,  he  has 
successfully  planted  10,000  acres  of  the  most  sterile  land  in  Normandy, 
with  pine  trees ;  on  a  part  of  the  estate  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  cha- 
teaus  or  castles  of  France,  nearly  1000  years  old. 

Breschet,  a  very  urbane,  accessible  person,  was  last  season  introduced 
to  the  Chair  of  Anatomy.  The  election  occasioned  disappointment  to 
the  students,  who  had  adopted  another  favorite  ;  and  measures  were  ta- 
ken to  prevent  expressions  of  dissatisfaction.  M.  Breschet  observed 
that  our  medical  journals  were  composed  from  European  ones. — The 
Professors'  salary  is  about  $2000. 

Malgaigne  used  to  give  to  me  a  copy  of  the  proof-sheets  of  his  "  Sur- 
gical Anatomy  "  as  soon  as  he  received  them  from  the  printer,  until  the 
death  of  the  publisher  caused  the  suspension  of  the  work.  These 
sheets,  by  the  advice  of  M.  Breschet  and  of  the  Director,  I  sent  to  one 
of  my  good  professional  friends  here  for  translation,  who  being  called 
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away,  as  a  teacher  of  anatomy,  I  do  not  know  the  result  of  my  inten- 
tions on  this  subject. 

Civiale  is  at  the  Necker  hospital :  his  associate,  as  a  lithotrite,  H.,  re- 
sides in  Portland  Place,  Westminster.  The  necessity  of  frequent  ope- 
rations upon  the  same  case,  each  of  which  is  more  or  less  painful 
(Civiale  thinks  himself  fortunate  when  his  cases  are  exempt  from  these 
troubles);  certain  instances  of  discovery  of  stone  after  death,  in  a  patient 
who  had  '<  been  cured ;"  the  great  price,  paid  beforehand,  for  the  opera- 
tion ;  the  advertisements  of  the  operator's  intended  return  to  the  Con- 
tinent, have  lessened,  even  among  some  surgeons  of  London,  the  zeal 
in  favor  of  what  they  see  among  them  of  lithotrity. 

The  veteran  Larrey,  Bonaparte's  chief  military  surgeon,  still  holds  to 
'moxa  as  a  favorite  agent.  He  lately  proposed  to  apply  it  to  one  of  our 
medical  men  laboring  under  trouble  of  the  ^^  heart :"  who,  like  any  lay- 
patient,  put  off,  as  long  as  he  was  allowed,  the  painful  remedy ;  and  af- 
ter its  application,  adjourned  its  repetition,  sine  die.  Within  a  few  weeks 
L.  has  resigned  his  post  and  residence  in  the  Hotel  of  Invalids,  as  the 
Government  no  longer  allows  two  offices  to  be  held  by  the  same  person; 
he  has  therefore  retired  to  the  place  of  his  preference.  He  has  a  son 
who  is  a  surgeon. 

Alibert  still  continues  to  lecture  on  diseases  of  the  skin  at  the  hospital 
of  St.  Louis,  and  his  associate,  Biett,  is  still  there,  who  has  done  much 
relative  to  sulphur  baths,  &c.*  A  long  time  ago,  I  remember  A.  giving 

^  Cvllerler  li  itlil  atucbed  to  the  Hwplul  for  Venereal  DieeMea,  and  to  Ita  appendant  Hooae  of 
Health,  No.  17  Street  of  the  Faubourg  of  St.  Jamea.^Jadelot  H  still  Physician,  and  BafoMe,  Dubois' 
nephew,  is  still  Surgeon*  of  the  Children's  Hoepltal.— The  present  season  the  venerable  Dnbola* 
mortal  part  was  drawn  to  its  resting  place,  by  the  pupils  of  the  medical  school.  His  station  as  ac«  ' 
eonehenr  to  the  late  Empress  Maria  Louisa,  and  as  at  the  head  of  his  profession,  gave  to  him  a  poai- 
tive  and  laconic  style  of  expression.  One  of  our  countrymen  asked  his  opinion  relative  to  his  little 
son.  Dubois,  after  observing  him,  answered,  "  Spoiled  child,  that  is  all!"  and  received  bis  Ionia 
for  this  salutary  and  Just  hint.  He  called  his  pupils  **  my  children  '*>-'*  to  the  operation,  my  child- 
ren." When  he  was  seated  before  a  large  class,  dictating  advice  for  out-patients,  to  his  senior 
pupils,  who  acted  as  amanuenses,  the  idea  seemed  realized,  of  Uie  ancient  sages  giving  the  law  to 
their  disciples.  To  the  young  ones  he  used  to  say,  *'  1  see  among  you  those  who  should  be  at  ele- 
mentary schools,  learning  Jominua,  -t,  -e,  -«m."  With  phllofophic  subniission  he  used  to  support  tbe 
development  of  an  error.  **  Children,  amputation  of  that  arm  was  manifestly  unnecessary  ;  It  now 
appears  that  the  tumor  might  have  been  removed  ;  but  it  Is  done  '.—what's  next  i  **  Pelletan,  Dq- 
poytren  and  Royer  had  assented  to  the  amptttatlon.->-Of  his  hospital-patients  he  required  that  Umj 
should,  without  reluctance,  submit  to  his  decision  ;  a  wavering  or  misgivings pirit  was  excluded  ft-Mo 
his  services,  at  least  till  **  un  autre  jour  " !  A  child,  struggling  and  screaming  under  an  operation, 
was  to  be  rendered  passive,  even  though  chastisement  should  be  required  to  effbct  acquiescence  by 
producing  a  greater  fear  than  that  of  the  operation.  In  learning  the  nature  of  a  new  case,  he  some- 
times trusted  to  his  own  Judgment,  though  it  led  him  to  conclusions  quite  at  variance  with  the  pa> 
tlent*s  history,  whom  he  then  did  not  hesitate  positively  and  unrelentingly  to  contradict. 

I  had  been  presented  to  him,  in  his  visit  to  the  Clinical  Hoepiial,  as  an  American  student.  At  his 
next  operation,  he  placed  meat  his  side.  Seeing  me  retire  a  little  from  this  conspicuous  station,  be 
said,  **  If  then  quitteet  thy  station,  I  will  not  reinstate  thee."  Thus  was  my  right  to  this  place  as- 
signed and  conceded,  and  I  could  not  fUl  of  occupying  It  at  every  succeeding  operation  during  mj 
pupilage  Uiere. 

The  operation  above  named,  for  stone  in  the  bladder,  was  completed  In  a  very  short  time,  and  with 
little  Buflering  to  the  patient,  a  little  boy.  This  operation,  and  that  for  hernia,  as  I  have  seen  then, 
are  performed  by  the  French  surgeons  with  special  fscilitv  and  readiness,  without  mnch  sdo. 

For  my  first  Introduction  to  Dubois,  I  was  indebted  to  Delitle,  now  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  Uni- 
Tersity  of  Montpellier,  and  who.  In  again  welcoming  me  to  France.  last  year,  occasioned  my  ae- 
qnaintanee  with  Dr.  Ferrua.  before  named.  Dubois  received  my  family  in  the  same  cabinet  where  I 
uaed  to  visit  him  In  my  early  days— His  son  worthily  succeeds  him  in  the  charge  of  the  Lying-in 
Bonae,  or  Abbey  of  P'ort-ftoyal,  Mo.  3  Street  of  the  Bourbe.  He  is  a  very  sober  person.  In  bis  owo 
apartment,  on  the  Quay  of  Voltaire,  I  saw  another  portrait  of  the  father,  by  Girard.— With  that  ac- 
complished and  anlaUe  artist  1  had  the  aatisfkction  of  an  Interview  a  few  weeks  before  his  eulogy 
was  pronouneed  upon  hia  grave  by  his  friend  (?hoteanbriand.  Girard  made  fViendly  Inquiry  of  bm 
relative  to  our  townsmen,  Mr.  E.,  whoee  portrait  he  had  taken  some  years  ago. 

Boyer  has  died.  He  is  succeeded,  as  a  aorgeon,  by  his  son,  whoocciipies  his  father's  late  resfdenee 
In  St.  Doniinick  Street.  Boyer  used  to  give,  in  the  amphitheatre,  a  clinical  lecture,  after  his  visit  at 
the  Hospital  of  Charity,  without  notes,  on  all  the  cases  under  his  care,  distinguishing  them  only  bjr 
tfeOBOmber  of  tlie  beds.— When  kla  private  patlenta  desired  to  use  a  remedy  which  he  had  not  sof- 
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his  lessons  and  counsel  undera^reat  treein  the  garden.  A  girl  was  pre- 
sented to  him  for  advice :  and  in  a  digression  he  stated  to  his  pupils 
that  the  patient  possessed  various  physical  characteristics  peculiarly  fa* 
vorable  to  the  marriage  state,  and  worthy  of  remark  by  those  who  look- 
ed forivard  to  that  condition  ! — In  a  digression,  this  season,  he  "  attri- 
buted the  threat  fire  in  New  York  to  the  fact  of  that  city's  being  built  of 
pitch-pine"! — Such  is  the  information  possessed  by  a  distinguished 
teacher  as  to  a  great  foreign  city  which  has,  e veryjl  Ojdays,  direct  and 
extensive  communication  with  his  own  city,  and  whicli  generally  num- 
bers some  of  its  young  citizens  among  his  disci])les!  I  repeat  the  di- 
gression partly  for  its  pleasantry,  and  partly  as  one  of  numerous  eviden- 
ces that  our  distance  from  Europe  renders  its  interest  in  us  much  less 
than  many  of  us  imagine.  Many  of  its  people  attach  such  importance 
tp  its  palaces,  its  fine  arts,  its  luxuries,  to  what  they  call  its  refine- 
ments, to  each  other  and  to  themselves,  that  little  sympathy  remains 
with  them  for  other  remote  objects. 

The  mere  reports  of  the  objects  above  named  so  awaken  our  interest 
that  we  receive  with  readiness  those  who  come  from  among  them  and 
can  tell  us  of  them :  such  hospitality  is  not  quite  disinterested.  It  pro- 
duces an  equivalent.  There  is  not  the  same  ground  for  reception  of  our- 
selves, when  we  become  visiters  to  them. 

Those  of  us  who  visit  the  Old  World  must  expect  a  kindly  reception 
principally  on  account  of  manifest  individual  worth,  intelligence,  pro- 
priety of  deportment,  and  assiduous  pursuit  of  objects  conducive  to 
improvement  and  usefulness.  Thus  they  will  effect  comparisons  hon- 
orable to  themselves,  and  to  their  country,  and  render  both  attractive  to 
the  eyes  and  judgment  of  persons  who  are  worthy  to  be  sought.    G.  P. 


POISONING   BY   ARSENIC. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  notes 
of  a  case  of  poisoning  by  arsenic,  which  happened  in  this  city  a  fevir 
days  since.     They  are  necessarily  imperfect,  as  will  be  readily  seen ; 
but  if  you  think  them  of  sufficient  interest,  they  are  at  your  disposal. 
310  Washington  St.,  Feb.  26th,  1838.  Youre,  &c. 

B.  E.  COTTING. 

The  patient,  a  young  man,  22  years  of  age,  of  Irish  parentage,  had 
been  in  State  Prison  two  or  three  years,  and  had  been  released  about  as 

eested,  he  used  to  prescribe  a  like  remedy,  to  preserve  tlieir  confidence  in  him,  and  to  secure,  by 
their  satisfaction,  the  observance  of  such  measures  as  be  preferred. — Being  ordered  by  Napoleon  lo 
go  into  8pain  to  perform  a  surgical  operation  on  one  of  the  MarsliaL^i,  be  proposed  that  another  sur- 
geon should  go  in  his  place,  '*  in  whose  skill  all  reliance  should  be  placed."  Napoleon  answered, 
*' To  such  a  surgeon  confide  your  own  patients  during  your  absence."— I  had  occasion  to  consult 
Boyer  formerly  relative  to  a  case  of  white  swelling.  Tlie  patient  being  a  dozen  miles  froin  Paris,  f 
had  the  satisfaction  of  passing  stiveral  hours  with  Boyer.  Next  morning  he  recognized  me  at  bis 
hospital,  introduced  me  to  M.  Uoux,  and  assigned  to  me,  as  a  stranger,  a  place  by  his  side  at  ttae  ope- 
ration, which  was  amiably  accorded  to  me  during  my  stay  in  Paris. 

In  the  Western  Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  No.  XLIIL,  Supplement  page  23,  is  a 
paper  on  French  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Parker,  of  the  College  of  CincinnaU,  Ohio,  who^has  latelj  i«tarac4 
from  Paris.  »         »        ^ 
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many  months.  Since  his  release  he  had  conducted  with  much  pro^ 
priety.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  ult.  he  purchased  at  an  apotheca- 
ry's, two  ounces  of  arsenic,  and  did  not  return  home,  as  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  do,  hut  lodged  at  a  hotel.  He  rose  early,  went  to  a  lawyer's 
office,  of  which  he  had  the  charge,  and  put  things  in  order  there.  He 
then  procured  breakfast ;  eating,  according  to  his  own  statement,  meat, 
potatoes,  bread,  &c.  Soon  after  breakfast,  he  procured  a  tumbler  of 
wine  and  water  at  a  grocery,  and  was  seen,  by  the  boy  who  gave  it  to 
him,  to  pour  a  wliite  powder  into  it.  To  make  sure  that  he  got  the 
whole,  he  Glied  the  glass  twice  with  water  and  drank  it.  This  was 
about  quarter  past  nine,  A.  M.  He  then  went  immediately  home  and 
sat  quietly  over  the  6re. 

About  half  past  eleven  I  was  called  to  him.  He  was  then  sitting  on 
a  bed,  upon  the  floor,  taking  no  notice  of  things  about  him,  sullen  and 
unwilling  to  answer  questions.  He  had  been  taken,  a  few  moments  be- 
fore, with  urgent  vomiting,  and  then  told  what  he  had  done,  and  that  he 
did  it  to  destroy  himself.  Papers  which  be  had  thrown  into  the  fire 
were  produced,  bearing  the  printed  label  of  ^(rsenic  upon  them  ;  and 
about  three  pints  of  various  matters — undigested  food,  liquids,  nmcus, 
&c. — were  shown,  which  he  had  vomited.  (A  white  powder  was  sub- 
sequently seen  at  the  bottom. — Dn.  Green.)  His  eyes  were  a  little 
suffused  with  slight  iividity  of  the  inner  portion  of  the  under  lids. 
Countenance  unmoved  and  sullen  ;  skin  moist ;  pulse  slightly  accelerat- 
ed, small  and  feeble  ;  tongue  moist,  and  appearance  natural.  Said  he 
was  in  no  pain  ;  bad  no  thirst,  burning  of  the  mouth  or  throat.  Would 
not  admit  that  there  was  any  pain  in  the  stomach  or  bowels,  and  pres- 
sure was  made  firmly  over  every  part  of  the  abdomen  without  his  show- 
ing signs  of  tenderness.  Some  eggs  were  ordered  and  brought,  and  an 
emetic  of  sulphate  of  zinc  prepared.  But  he  obstinately  refused  to 
take  anything  offered,  saying  that  he  was  determined  to  die,  and  wished 
to  do  so  without  interference.  Attempts  to  force  down  the  remedies 
were  unsuccessful.  He  soon  vomited  several  times,  freely,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  had  a  copious  natural  dejection — at  first  formed,  and  after- 
wards liquid — without  blood.  Urine  free.  While  at  stool  he  vomited 
upon  the  the  floor  about  two  ounces  of  porridge-like  matter,  tinged 
yellow,  with  bile.  At  this  time,  not  long  after  my  arrival,  Dr.  Green, 
who  had  been  called,  came  in.  So  tiule  had  the  patient  the  ap- 
pearance of  one  having  taken  poison,  that  the  Dr.  was  at  first  inclined 
to  discredit  the  statement.  The  patient  was  still  determined  in  his  refu- 
sal to  take  remedies,  and  force  was  resorted  to  with  success.  He  was 
made  to  take  several  eggs,  and  a  drachm  of  sulphuret  of  potass  (which 
Dr.  G.  had  brought  with  him),  dissolved  in  about  a  pint  of  water.  Most 
of  this  was  soon  vomited  up.  The  patient  now  yielded,  and  some  milk 
and  water  and  flax-seed  tea  were  ordered  him  freely. 

3,  P.  M.  Vomiting  frequent  since  last  visit — quantity  about  a  pint, 
nearly  a  quarter  of  which  was  foecal  matter.  Has  had  two  liquid  dejec- 
tions, copious,  without  blood.  Has  no  pain  or  thirst.  Tongue  clean 
and  mdst.  Hands  cold  and  fingers  somewhat  shrivelled.  Pulse  112, 
exceedingly  small  and  compressible.    Abdomen  lank  and  flaccid-- do 
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tenderness  admitted.  Respiration  natural  and  easy.  Occasional  grant- 
ing. Feels  ^^  rather  cool."  Pupil  of  the  eye  rather  large,  but  obedient 
to  light.  Occasional  hiccup.  Apply  warmth  and  sinapisms  to  the  feet| 
and  give  wine  and  water,  wiih  tinct.  opii. 

8,  P.  M.  Seen  with  Drs.  Green  and  Ware,  Jr.  Appearance  not  ma- 
terially altered.  Now  so^newhat  thirsty,  and  desiring  cold  water.  Skin 
dry.  Hands  cold  and  shrivelled,  as  before.  Pulse  120  (were  140  in 
the  afternoon  ;  Dr.  Green),  very  languid,  compressible  and  '^  6abby." 
Tongue  somewhat  furred,  whitish ;  some  dryness  of  throat  and  fauces. 
Some  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium.  Says  he  has  no  pain,  but  feels 
badly,  and  cannot  describe  his  sensations.  Hiccup  frequent.  Sinapisms 
had  not  been  applied,  nor  wine  given  (through  scruples  or  superstitions 
of  his  mother).  Agreed  to  apply  sinapisms  to  epigastrium  and  feet,  and 
to  give  every  hour  a  mixture  of  brandy,  3ss. ;  laudanum,  gtt.x.,  and 
water,  3  ii*     Drinks  as  before. 

11,  P.  M.  Evidently  much  worse.  Some  jactitation.  Sensations 
very  distressing — in  paroxysms.  Hands,  feet,  pulse,  and  skin  as  before. 
Breathing  not  morbid.  Tongue  not  furred.  Throat  very  dry  and  burn- 
ing. Constant  hiccup ;  and  nausea  occasionally  distressing.  Calls  con- 
stantly for  cold  water,  which  his  mother  will  not  allow  to  be  given  biro, 
because  some  one  has  told  her  that ''  it  will  scatter  the  poison  all  over  bis 
body."  No  vomiting.  No  dejection  since  last  visit.  Abdomen  rather 
fuller  than  in  the  afternoon,  but  by  no  means  distended.  Pressure  made 
pretty  strongly  over  every  part  of  it,  without  dravving  forth  signs  of  any 
considerable  pain,  though  evidently  more  tenderness  than  before,  and 
chiefly  in  the  epigastrium.  On  examination  no  organ  could  be  distin- 
guished, and  the  stomach  could  not  be  de6ned.  Sinapisms  were  now 
applied,  and  more  brandy  given,  with  directions  to  continue  the  remedies. 
Died  between  3  and  4  next  morning  (2lst).  According  to  account 
he  had  many  "distressed  turns,"  with  faintness  and  pain,  in  one  of 
which  he  died.  Towards  the  last,  jactitation  increased,  and  his  calls  for 
eold  water  to  allay  the  burning  were  frequent  and  distressing. 

Autopsy,  13  hours  after  death. — Extremities  extremely  rigid.  Much 
cadaverous  lividity,  though  no  where  deep.  Yellow  fluid  runs  abun* 
dantly  from  the  nostrils  on  moving  the  body.  Abdomen  full,  but  not 
dbtended.     No  petechias. 

.  Thorax.  Pleura  healthy,  except  for  old  adhesions  to  some  extent 
Lungs ;  congested,  but  not  remarkably  so  for  one  dying  in  full  health.  No 
ecchymoses  seen ;  no  tubercles.  Pericardium  healthy.  Heart  Grmiy  con- 
tracted. A  few  small  ecchymosed  spots  beneath  the  serous  surface 
about  base  of  left  ventricle.  Upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  left  veotii- 
ele,  where  it  forms  the  septum,  is  a  red  stain,  perhaps  1  to  1  1-2  inches 
in  extent ;  not  well  deflned,  nor  very  deep,  and  scarcely,  if  at  all,  ex- 
tending below  the  surface.  It  cannot  be  wiped  off,  and  yet  it  is  quite 
different  from  an  ecchymosis.  Nothing  of  the  kind  in  any  other  part  of 
the  organ.  The  columns  carnee  of  the  left  ventricle  are  more  proper- 
ly ecchymosed,  though  not  to  any  great  extent,  nor  very  deep.  Right 
auricle  distended  with  coagula,  and  some  also  in  the  left ;  no  fibrin  seen. 
Abdomen.    Stomach  immensely  distended ;  besides  some  gas,  coo* 
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taining  about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  substance  like  thick  curdled  milk  and 
water,  colored  yellow  with  bile  ;  also,  a  few  white  grains,  probably  the 
arsenic.  The  mucous  membrane  discolored  only  to  a  small  extent,  in 
the  large  curvature,  about  the  commencement  of  the  pyloric  portion  ; 
seeming  to  consist  of  an  effusion  of  blood  into  the  substance  of  the 
membrane — very  dark  red  patches,  mostly  long  and  narrow.  Several 
of  these  patches  were  two  or  three  inches  in  length,  and  half  an  inch 
wide.  Some  were  irregular,  and  the  membrane  in  these  parts  thick  and 
quite  Srm.  At  two  different  places  something  like  thick  curdled  milk 
adhered  to  the  membrane,  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  to  half  an  inch 
square,  very  readily  detached,  and  beneath  one  of  them  the  membrane 
seemed  superficially  ulcerated.  No  coagula  on  the  free  surface  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  nor  was  any  blood  mixed  with  the  contents  of  the 
stomach.  No  ecchymosed  points  about  the  discolored  spots,  and  the 
rest  of  the  membrane  appeared  quite  healthy.  (Esophagus  healthy. 
Small  inlestines  moderately  distended,  and  filled  with  a  large  quantity 
of  light-colored  secretions  of  the  mucous  membrane.  Membrane  gen- 
erally red,  more  pacticularly  about  Peyer's  glands.  Three  or  four 
masses  of  dark  coagulated  blood  on  the  free  surface  of  the  mesentery, 
about  two  or  three  lines  in  diameter.  Mesenteric  glands  rather  red. 
Large  intestines  contracted  throughout  to  about  the  size  of  the  finger ; 
regularly  sacculated,  and  the  mucous  membrane  proportionally  corru- 
gated.    Liver  and  spleen  not  remarkable.     Bladder  firmly  contracted. 

N.  B. — The  contents  of  the  stomach,  together  with  a  portion  of  the 
white  powder,  scattered  on  the  floor  at  the  grocery,  have  been  given  to 
a  chemist  for  analysis,  but  the  result  has  not  yet  been  ascertained. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  substance  taken  was  as  the 
patient  alleged,  and  as  other  circumstances  confirmed. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
BOSTON,    MARCH   7,    i838. 


MEDICAL  MISSIONARY  SERVICE. 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  have  in 
their  service,  the  following  regularly  educated  physicians,  whose  employ- 
ment redounds  greatly  to  the  honor,  humanity,  and  enlarged  views  of  the 
Society. — Drs.  Elizur  Butler,  appointed  1819,  and  stationed  among  the 
Cherokee  Indians  ;  Gerrit  P.  Judd,  appointed  1827 — located  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands;  Dan  B.  Bradley,  appointed  1832 — located  in  Siam  ; 
Nathan  Ward,  appointed  1893,  and  resides  at  Ceylon  ;  Roderick  L. 
Dodge,  appointed  1834 — stationed  with  the  Creek  Indians  ;.  Newton 
Adams,  appointed  1834 — resides  in  South  Africa  ;  Asahel  Grant,  ap- 
pointed 1834 — stationed  in  Persia  ;  Marcus  Whitman,  appointed  1835— 
stationed  with  the  Nez  Perces  Indians,  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains  ; 
Seth  L.  Andrews,  appointed  1835,  and  resident  at  the  Sandwich  Islands; 
Stephen  Tracy,  appointed  1835,  and  located  in  the  Indian  Archipelago  ; 
John  Steely  appointed  1836^  and  located  in  South  India. 
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•  Dr.  Thomas  Holman,  who  received  his  appointment  in  1819,  was  set- 
tled at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  died  in  1821.  Dr.  Abraham  B]atch- 
er]y,  appointed  to  the  Sandwich  Island  Station  in  18^7,  died  the  same 
year.  Dr.  Benedict  Satterlee  was  appointed  to  the  Pawnee  Indian  Sta- 
tion in  1835,  and  died  in  1837.  Drs.  William  W.  Pride,  George  L. 
Weed,  and  Alonzo  Chapin,  who  were  formerly  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Board,  have  recently  dissolved  their  connection. 

To  the  above  catalogue  should  be  appended  the  name  of  Peter  Park- 
er, M.D.,  an  eminently  successful  operator  on  the  eye,  residing  at  Can- 
ton, in  China.  Dr.  Bradley,  of  whom  frequent  mention  has  been  here- 
tofore made  in  this  Journal,  resides  at  Bankok,  the  capital  of  Siam.  His 
professional  skill  has  been  appreciated  by  all  ranks  and  conditions  of 
people.  It  is  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Board,  that  3,800 
persons  had  received  medical  aid  from  this  gentleman.  At  the  last  ac- 
counts. Dr.  Grunt,  our  friend  and  correspondent,  who  formerly  travelled 
through  Patagonia,  and  who  now  resides  in  Oormiah,  in  Persia,  had 
performed  fifty  operations  for  cataract  One  of  his  patients  was  a  Kur- 
dish chief,  from  the  banks  of  the  Tigris.  The  sick  resort  to  him  from 
great  distances.  In  fact,  such  celebrity  was  perhaps  never  enjoyed  by  a 
medical  man  before,  where  the  press  is  unknown.  His  reputation  is 
based  on  his  actual  success.  Dr.  Scudder,  at  the  Madras  Station,  is  also 
very  successful  in  practice.  In  short,  the  American  physicians,  at  those 
remote  sections  of  the  world,  fully  sustain  the  medical  character  of  the 
country  from  which  they  hail. 


Boylston  Medical  Society.  —The  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the 
ensuing  year,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society.  Henry  G.  Wiley,  M.D., 
President ;  Benjamin  E.  Cotting,  M.D.,  Vice  President  ;  John  B.  Joha- 
son,  Secretary  ;  John  Bacon,  Jr.  A.B.,  Treasurer  ;  George  C.  Shattuck, 
M.D.,  George  Hayward,  M.D.,  W.  Channing,  M.D.,  E.  Hale,  M.D,, 
Z.  B.  Adams,  M.D.,  J.  Ware,  M.D.,  and  W.  Lewis,  Jr.,  M.D.  TrusUes. 


Dr.  Armshy^s  Lectures. — It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  notice  the  warm 
expressions  of  satisfaction  manifested  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  attend- 
ed Dr.  Armsby's  late  anatomical  lectures  at  Troy,  N.  Y. — one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  in  number — which  outweighs  half  the  incorporated  schools 
of  medicine  north  of  Philadelphia.  We  have  watched  Dr.  A.'s  progress 
with  unusual  interest,  and  feel  no  common  degree  of  pleasure  in  his  sure 
and  successful  march  to  usefulness  and  distinction  in  the  character  of  a 
public  teacher  of  human  anatomy. 


Marine  Hospitals. — Three  of  these  institutions  are  to  be  established 
by  the  general  government,  on  the  Ohio  river  ;  and  the  locations  fixed 
upon  are  Paducah,  Louisville  and  Wheeling.  It  is  said  that  an  effort  is 
making  to  have  Pittsburgh  substituted  for  Wheeling— out  of  which  a  pa- 
per war  is  now  raging  between  the  people  of  the  two  places.  The  location 
nxed  upon  by  the  government  officers,  will  not,  it  is  thought,  be  changed. 


Worcester  Insane  Hospital. — In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  '^  Has  Dr. 
Woodward  made  a  report  to  the  legislature  the  present  year,"  we  can 
only  say  that  we  have  not  seen  one,  but  presume  the  manuscript  is  in  tho 
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hands  of  some  committee,  and  will  by  and  by  be  ready  for  distribution. 
This  annual  document  is  looked  for  with  much  interest  all  over  the 
Union. 


Lectures  on  Smallpox, — Notes  from  Dr.  Palmer's  second  lecture  on 
this  subject,  at  Woodstock,  Vt.,  came  too  late  for  insertion  the  pre- 
sent  week.  Highly  as  we  estimate  Dr.  Palmer's  pathological  ac- 
quirements, we  feel  constrained  to  say  that  we  differ  from  him  altogether 
on  the  value  of  vaccination.  On  the  second  Thursday  of  March,  the 
annual  lecture  term  of  the  Vermont  Medical  College,  located  in  the 
beautiful  town  of  Woodstock,  will  commence.  There  is  good  judgment, 
science,  and  energ}'  of  character  combined  in  the  present  board  of  facul- 
ty.    Students  seem  to  be  concentrating  there  already  from  a  distance. 


Elements  of  Pathological  Anatomy. — Professor  Gross  is  about  to  com- 
mit to  the  press,  a  work  on  Pathological  Anatomy,  to  serve  as  an  ele- 
mentary treatise  for  office  pupils,  and  a  text  book  for  those  in  attendance 
on  lectures.  It  will  be  comprised  in  one  octavo  volume,  and  appear  in 
the  course  of  this  spring. —  Western  Journal, 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  bill  to  inqorporate  the  Literary  and  Botanico- 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  was  lost  in  the  Senate  of  that  State,  by  a  vote 
of  21  to  13. — The  number  of  pupils  in  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College 
is  112. — The  editor  of  the  Western  Medical  Journal  (Dr.  Drake),  asks, 
<<  Why  cannot  the  physicians  and  other  scientific  men  of  the  United 
States  form  and  sustain  an  association  like  that  of  Great  Britain  ?     Its 
advantages  and  pleasures  would  be  manifold,  and,  we  doubt  not,  its  meet- 
ings would  be*  well  attended." — The   editor  of  the  Southern  Medical 
Journal  thinks  we  possess  no  remedy  of  so  much  anti-hemorrhagic  power, 
for  internal  use,  and  combining  so  much  uniform  efficacy  and   safety,  as 
ergot. — The  Transylvania  Journal  of  Medicine  has  completed  its  tenth 
volume— being  the  third  medical  journal,  as  to  age,  in  the  United  States. 
•—Professor  Gibson,  of  Philadelphia,   has   successfully   performed   the 
Ceesarean  operation  a  second  time  on  the  same  patient. — It  is  estimated 
that  in  the  year  1836,  there  were  published,  in  France,  180,000  pages  on 
medical  subjects,  including  medical  memoirs,  pamphlets,  &c. — The  last 
number  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Esraminer,  which  periodical  is  main- 
ly devoted  to  the  reports  of  clinical  lectures,  details  an  instance  of  gross 
personality  and  abuse,  in  the  public  lectures  of  two  of  the  surgeons  of 
the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  which  is  as   disjgraceful  as  it  is  uncommon 
among  medical  lecturers  in  this  country. — The  lectures  in  the  Crosby 
Street  (New  York)  Medical  College  closed  on  Wednesday  last. — The 
Vermont  Mercury  states  that  the  flaming  advertisement  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, setting  forth  the  virtues  of  the  '^  Matchless  Sanative,"  was  original- 
ly written,  some  seven  years  since,  in  this  city,  as  a  burlesque  upon  the 
foreign  quackery  by  which  our  country  is  disgraced  and  overrun.     Being 
shown  to  an  apothecary,  he  offered  and  paid  what  the  writer  demanded 
for  his  ingenious  production. — Our  respected  correspondent,  Dr.  Met- 
tauer,  of  Virginia,  has  an  excellent  article  on   Stapkyloraphyy  of  over 
twenty  pages,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Philadelphia  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences,  illustrated  with  a  plate  of  the  instruments  used  in  this 
operation  for  cleft  palate. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  March  3, 39.    Males,  aO^FemaleSy  1^ 

Consumption,  S^infantile,  3— intemperance,  1— typhus  fever.  1— fever,  1— lung  ftver,  7— fit«.  9 
—eholera  infantum,  1— old  age,  9— dropsy  on  the  brain.  1— suicide,  1— caneer,  1— ndianhoa,  1— ^v- 
eaae  of  the  heart,  1— abscess,  2— rheumatism,  l^brain  fever,  1— scarlet  fever,  1. 

To  Correspondents. — Several  communications  are  on  file,  which  will  have 
insertion  as  soon  as  room  can  be  obtained  for  them.  A  statistical  paper  on  Ptd" 
monary  ConsumpHon^  has  claims  to  priority,  next  week.  **  Pneumonia  and  Mal- 
formation," together  with  the  case  of  Monstrosity,  will  appear  in  due  couisew 

The  reader  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  first  article  in  this  day's  Joaraal — a 
paper  of  interest,  by  a  physician  of  this  city,  who  has  recently  returned  ftom  haa 
second  tour  in  Europe.  Many  of  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  between 
his  first  and  second  visit,  are  accurately  noted,  and  are  particularly  interesting*  Co 
medical  men.  We  hope  to  receive,  very  soon,  another  letter  from  Dr.  Waneiiy 
who  is,  probably,  now  in  Rome. 


VERMONT  ACADEMY  OE  MEDiaNE. 

Thb  annual  Spring  Term  of  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine  will  commence  on  Tlmdky,  thm  8A 
of  March,  and  contluues  thtrtecfn  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by       •       William  Tcixt,  H.D. 

Surgery  and  Obsietricif,  by THaonoa*  WooowAao,  MJl. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by JoHit  D'WoLr,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by James  H.  AaMsar,  H.D. 

Fees-^for  the  Lectures,  $45 ;  graduation  fee,  $30 ;  matricuiation  ticket,  $5. 

The  Chemical  Lectures  will  commence  about  the  dOth  of  March.  M7— A 

VERMONT    MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

Ths  annoal  Course  of  Lectures,  at  this  institution,  will  commence  on  the  second  Tbnraday  atUmtk 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       -  -        H.  H.  Crilds,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by        --. Elisha  Bartlbtt,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -         •         RoesaT  Watts,  Ja..  M.O. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by       -----        Gilman  Kimbau^^MJ). 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by -         Dati©  pALMsa,  II.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by       .--..-.-      Nosmait  Williams,  A.M. 
W^oQiUtoek,  January  17tA,  1838.  F7-^ptM7 

■    ■ — — L. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Thk  subscriber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  acbool  witli  bis 
private  establishment  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  Ha  has  procared 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  dMooMtA- 
tions.  His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  Impoiiuit  canes  as 
occur  In  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  H.  FUXT. 

8pri*g/Uldt  January^  1838.  Jan.  17. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thk  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  SnscrvctfoBy 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  win  receivn 
el  in  leal  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  leemres  or  ezaminntiona;  will  he 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistiy,  by  Da.  Crakiviss^ 
On  Physlologv,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     **      Da.  Wakb. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        - "      Da- Oria. 

On  Anatomy, ---  -  «      Da..  Lsvis, 

Ther  students  are  provided  with  a  room  In  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  accen  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anaie- 
my  are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sulBcieut  aecoiity  of  ssae 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  TreiBODt  Huuaa, 
Boston.  WALTEB  CHAMKIIVG, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18-lf  GEORGE  W.  OTIP,  Jl. 

WtNBLOW  LEWIS,  JK. 

THB  BOSTON  MEDiCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  pnblished every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  comnnrnrcatisas 
must  be  addressed,  i»o«C-patd.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  precedinx  month, stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— PrfeeS9,Ma 
vear  in  advance.  f^S.^O  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agettualkmci 
every  seventh  copy  ^atw— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payneiit  !■  adm 
sailsfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  m  tor  a  Newspaper. 
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PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoumaL 

Sir, — Tbe  following  remarks  were  written  simply  with  the  Tiew  to 
show  the  great  prevalence  of  tuberculous  diseases,  and  the  neoessity  pf 
an  institution  founded  for  their  investieatioD  and  treatment.  It  is  now 
generally  known,  in  this  city,  that  an  Infirmary  for  the  Diseases  of  tbe 
Lungs  is  in  existence,  and  we  hope  it  may  prove  a  useful  charity.  If 
tbe  remarks  are  of  any  value,  you  will  please  to  ^ve  them  an  insertioD. 
447  rVasMngton  St.,  March  1, 1838.  Yours,  &c. 

HfiNRT  G.    WiLET. 

Tlie  Boston  Infirmary  for  the  Treatment  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Lungs, 
commenced  its  operations  in  April,  1837.  Its  origin  was  unobtrusive, 
and  its  course,  thus  far,  has  been  silent  and  unostentatious.  Without 
funds,  save  those  furnished  by  the  originators  of  the  scheme^  its  means, 
and  consequently  its  usefulness,  have  been  limited. 

•It  would  be  needless  to  press  upon  this  community  the  importance  of 
an  institution  like  that  which  we  propose  to  establish.  It  would  be  ao 
insult  upon  their  powers  of  observation  to  tell  them  of  the  fatality  of 
consumption — of  the  frequency  of  the  various  other  diseases  of  the 
lungs— of  their  often  insidious  approach,  and  of  the  benefits  which  the 
community  may  expect  from  accurate  and  extensive  observations  Id 
hospitals  and  infirmaries  of  this  kind. 

In  proof  of  what  we  have  said,  were  proof  required,  we  need  only 
point  to  the  ample  arrangements  which  are  made  in  foreign  countries 
for  such  purposes,  and  to  our  suppliant  dependence  upon  them  for  most 
of  the  improvements  in  the  healing  art.  Resuhs  have  come  to  us 
which  are  as  worthy  of  the  means  expended  and  the  labor  bestowed, 
as  they  are  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  diseased  and  suflfering. 

Among  the  various  public  charities  which  ornament  our  city,  those 
which  have  for  their  object  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  medicine  and 
medical  advice  to  the  poor,  may  justly  lay  claim  to  a  prominent  share 
of  attention.  The  experiment,  then,  has  been  tried,  and  we  need  only 
mention  for  our  encouragement  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the 
Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  Blind  Asylum.  All  these 
are  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment,  and  their  distingubhed 
founders  and  liberal  supporters  may  feel  assured  that  much  immediate, 
as  well  as  future  good,  will  be  the  result. 
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Although  all  have  some  idea  of  the  prevalence  and  mortality  of  con- 
sumption and  of  the  diseases  of  the  lungs,  it  may  not  be  useless  to  ex- 
amine, for  a  few  years  past,  our  bills  of  mortality,  and  see  their  exact  ratio 
to  other  diseases.  With  this  view  we  have  examined  the  bills  of  mor- 
tality, as  furnished  at  our  health  oflSce,  for  the  past  ten  years — omitting, 
however,  that  for  the  year  1834-35,  which  is  not  in  our  possession. 
The  ratio  in  the  others  is  so  uniform  that  that  omission  can  be  of  little 
importance.  We  are  aware  that  some  allowance  should  be  made  in 
the  results  thus  obtained.  The  records  were  not  kept  with  the  view  of 
scientific  inquiry,  and  may  not  be  as  accurate  as  could  be  wished. 
More  allowance  would  be  required  had  we  taken  the  records  of  an 
earlier  date.  Of  late  years,  so  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
diseases  of  the  lungs,  that  their  general  diagnosis  at  the  termination  of 
the  disease  could  hardly  be  a  matter  of  much  difficulty.  Much  couQ- 
dence,  then,  we  think,  may  be  placed  in  the  results.  The  following  is 
the  table  we  have  made. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

Re 

1 

suit. 
2 

1827-8. 

67 

178 

1022 

5  3-4 

4  1-3 

1828-9. 

98 

217 

1233 

6  2-3 

3  9-10 

1829-30. 

113 

203 

1221 

6 

3  9-10 

1830-1. 

86 

193 

1125 

6  7-8 

4  1-3 

1831-2. 

115 

203 

1424 

7 

4  1-2 

1832-3. 

122 

246 

1761 

7  1-8 

4  2-3 

1833-4. 

111 

240 

1476 

6  1-8 

4  1-6 

1836-6. 

161 

208 

1914 

9  1-6 

5  1-6 

1836-7. 

148 

233 

1770 

7  2-8 

4  2-3 

1837-8. 

179 

212 

1843 

8  2-3 

4  2-3 

We  have  not  souffht  for  mathematica]  ac- 
curacy  in  these  results,  but  have  endeaTored  to 
give  a  simple  approximation  to  the  trath. — 
The  first  column  indicates  the  year ;  the  2d, 
amount  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  anectioos. 
not  including  consumption;  3d,  arooimt  ot 
deaths  from  consumption ;  4th,  whole  amoont 
of  deaths  during  year.  Under  Result,  the 
first  column  shows  the  proportion  to  whole 
number  who  died  of  consumption :  2d. 'propor- 
tion to  whole  number  who  aied  of  paimoBaTy 
afifections,  including  consumption. 


It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  furnished  the  whole  number  of  deaths 
for  each  year  in  one  column  ;  in  another,  the  number  who  are  reported 
as  having  died  of  consumption  ;  and  in  another,  the  number  who  died 
of  other  diseases  of  the  lungs.  If  reliance  can  be  placed  in  the  accu- 
racy of  the  reports,  this  table  will  show  that  for  the  past  ten  years,  one 
in  about  6  7-8  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  was  caused  by  consump- 
tion. If  to  this  number  we  add  the  deaths  from  the  other  diseases  of 
the  lungs — as  pneumonia,  pleuritis,  &c. — we  find  that  the  ratio  of  mor* 
tality  from  all  the  diseases  of  the  lungs  is  about  I  to  4  1-3  of  the  whole 
number  of  deaths — a  ratio  truly  alarming.  It  may  be  well  to  add  that 
in  our  estimate  we  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  deaths  caused  by  maras- 
muSy  scrofula,  &c.,  which,  in  many  cases,  are  undoubtedly  only  another 
name  for  some  form  of  pulmonary  affection — so  that  if  inaccuracy  exists 
in  the  reports  furnishing  too  large  a  proportion  in  our  results,  this  ioac- 
curacy  will  in  some  measure  be  counterbalanced  by  our  rejection  of 
the  above-named  diseases.  We  have  no  means  of  determining,  in 
these  cases,  the  age  at  which  this  mortality  is  the  greatest.  But  from 
the  fact  that  consumption  has  been  supposed  to  be  confined  almost  ex- 
clusively to  adults,  we  feel  some  confidence  in  the  belief  that  few  chil- 
dren, if  any,  are  included  in  the  above  table. 

From  this  table  it  will  also  be  seen,  by  an  examination  of  the  ratio 
of  mortality  for  the  first  five  years  of  our  estimate,  and  that  for  the  last 
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five  years,  that  the  number  oF  deaths  from  consumption  has  decreased 
from  1  in  6  1-16  for  the  first  five  years,  to  1  in  7  3-4  for  the  last — but 
if  to  the  deaths  from  consumption  we  add  the  deaths  from  the  other 
diseases  of  the  lungs  during  each  period,  we  find  that  the  ratio  of  mor- 
tality from  diseases  of  the  lungs  is  almost  exactly  equal.  If  these 
tables,  then,  were  perfectly  accurate,  we  should  find  a  decrease  in  the 
mortality  from  consumption,  and  an  increase  in  the  mortality  from  the 
other  diseases  of  the  lungs.  But  we  think  the  more  natural  supposition 
is,  that  what  was  once  called  consumption,  is  now,  by  a  greater  accuracy 
of  diagnosis,  placed  under  its  appropriate  head.  Few,  we  think,  will 
be  disposed  to  question  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  Till  the  more  accu- 
rate method  of  diagnosing  diseases  of  the  lungs  by  the  use  of  the  steth- 
oscope, and  by  resort  to  a  minute  history  of  each  individual  case, 
as  well  as  by  taking  into  consideration  the  consequences  to  which  some 
forms  of  primary  diseases  not  unfrequently  give  rise,  the  closest  inquiry 
and  the  roost  extensive  practical  experience  would  often  fail  to  elicit 
truth.  Our  acquaintance  with  the  consequences  of  pleurisy,  chronic 
pleurisy,  chronic  pneumonia,  chronic  bronchitis,  emphysema,  the  con- 
nection between  cardiac  diseases  and  rheumatism,  as  well  as  of  the  na- 
ture and  some  of  the  laws  of  tuberculous  diseases,  are  only  a  part  of 
our  indebtedness  to  the  founders  of  this  system.  The  detail  would  be 
beyond  the  limits  and  aside  from  the  intention  of  this  article. 

Another  topic  connected  with  tuberculous  diseases,  which  has  seemed 
to  us  to  call  for  investigation,  is  its  prevalence  among  children.  While, 
during  our  pupilage,  we  visited  the  hospital  attached  to  the  House  of 
Industry,  then  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Perry,  of  this  city,  our  attention 
was  called  to  this  subject,  and  from  the  great,  prevalence  of  consump- 
tion among  these  children  we  were  led  to  seek  for  further  information. 
Although  little,  comparatively  speaking,  has  been  written  upon  this  sub- 
ject, yet  enough  may  be  foutid  to  elicit  some  important  truths,  and  to 
place  the  subject  among  those  of  the  greatest  interest  in  our  professional 
inquiry. 

We  are  sorry  that  our  data  are  so  small  and  comparatively  inaccurate 
upon  which  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  mortality  from  this  disease 
among  children  ;  yet  we  think  the  result  will  be  worthy  of  some  re- 
gard. We  shall  take  the  ratio  of  deaths  among  children,  under  five 
years  of  age,  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  as  an  approximation  of  this 
proportion  who  die  of  consumption,  the  proportion  which  has  been 
found  to  exist  by  observers  in  hospitals  and  elsewhere  abroad.  From 
the  difference  in  the  circumstances  of  the  children  in  private  families, 
and  of  those  who  would  ordinarily  be  found  in  hospitals,  the  proportions 
may  seem  to  be  inaccurate,  and  the  results  unworthy  of  credit.  It  may 
be  said  that  the  latter  are  the  offspring  of  dissolute  and  debauched  pa- 
rents, and  that  they  come  into  the  world  with  originally  feeble  or  diseased 
constitutions,  and  are  thus  the  fit  subjects  for  diseases  of  every  sort. 
We  are  aware  that  this  is,  in  some  measure,  the  case,  and  we  know,  so 
far  as  our  observation,  at  the  hospital  to  which  we  have  alluded,  ex- 
tends, that  they  have  been  exposed,  in  many  cases,  to  all  the  priva- 
tions which  abject  poverty  can  inflict ;  to  the  influence  of  cold,  with 
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scanty  clothing,  to  bad  air,  to  an  unwholesome  and  insufficient  diet ;  but 
we  are  yet  to  learn  how  much  greater  is  the  influence  of  these  agents, 
than  is  the  influence  of  those  connected  with  the  follies  and  extrava- 
gances  of  fashionable  life,  such  as  rich  and  stimulating  food,  the  inju- 
dicious confinement  of  children,  warm  and  ill-ventilaied  nui^eries,  the 
early  development  of  their  mental  powers,  &c.  We  may  venture  to 
assert  that  the  necessary  privations  of  poverty  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
absurd  excesses  of  wealth  on  the  other,  tend  more  to  the  formation  oF 
tubercles  of  children  than  all  other  causes  combined.  From  the  pre- 
face to  Dr.  Clarke's  valuable  treatise  on  consumption,  which  has  been 
lately  published,  we  extract  the  following  remarks. 

^^  But  whether  tuberculous  diseases  have  diminished,  or  not,  during 
the  last  half  century,  among  our  laboring  population,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  they  have  increased  in  the  middle  and  upper  ranks.  This  is  a 
subject  of  great  moment.  If  it  were  clearly  shown  that  these  diseases 
were  gradually  abating  among  all  ranks  of  the  people,  we  might,  per- 
haps, leave  them,  in  the  hopes  that  their  diminution  would  keep  pace 
with  the  improvement  of  society.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  arrive 
at  the  conclusion  that  scrofulous  diseases  are  on  the  increase,  and  that 
the  health  of  the  middle  and  upper  ranks  of  society  is  progressively  de- 
clining, we  shall  have  the  strongest  reasons  for  inquiry  into  the  causes 
which  lead  to  such  deterioration  of  health."  Now  if  there  are  causes 
in  existence  whose  influence  is  to  increase  the  predisposition  to  tubercu- 
lous diseases  among  the  middle  and  upper  ranks  in  society,  these  same 
causes  wHI  exercise  their  influence  not  only  upon  the  child  after  birth^ 
but  before,  by  the  laws  of  the  transmission  of  diseases.  Without,  how- 
ever, going  into  this  subject,  let  us  return  to  our  point,  and  first  let  us 
examine  the  proofs  of  the  development  of  tubercles,  and  the  fonnation 
of  tuberculous  cavities  in  very  young  children. 

M.  Lombard  found,  in  100  young  subjects,  tubercles  in  the  lun^  ia 
73  cases.  In  30  of  these,  but  one  lung  was  affected — the  left  in  13, 
the  right  in  17  cases.  The  bronchial  glands  were  tuberculous  in  87 
of  the  100  cases.  The  mesenteric  glands,  in  31  ;  and  the  spleen  ia 
25.  It  is  the  opinion,  too,  of  one  of  the  attending  physicians  of  tbe 
Hopital  des  En  fans,  in  Paris,  that  5-6  of  those  who  die  in  that  estab- 
Itshraent  are  more  or  less  tuberculous.  This,  however,  refers  to  chil- 
dren undbr  the  age  of  15.  Of  those  who  die  between  1  and  2  years, 
tbe  proportion  is  1-8. 

Dr.  Clarke  says,  "  We  have  not  sufficient  data  to  estimate  the  com- 
parative frequency  of  tuberculous  diseases  during  tbe  first  two  years  of 
fife,  yet  we  are  well  assured,  from  observation,  that  it  is  not  uncommon 
at  this  early  ^ge.  I  have  met  with  several  cases  of  infants  dying  wtthin 
the  first  year,  in  whom  the  lungs  were  not  only  extensively  tuberculous, 
but  contained  large  cavities  with  all  the  characters  of  those  found  in 
adults."  Tubercles  have  also  been  found  in  the  lungs  and  various  other 
of  the  viscera  of  the  foetus — most  frequently  ha  the  form  of  transparent 
granulations — occasionally  further  advanced.  Chaussier  and  Husson  have 
l^tb  reported  cases  in  which  tuberculous  abscesses  have  been  found  in 
the  foetus. 
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During  the  past  ten  years,  oraitting,  as  in  the  former  table,  die  year 
1834--d5,  and  deducting  the  number  of  stillborn,  there  were  4527  ' 
deaths  among  children  under  5  years  of  age— or  1  in  aboat  3  1*3  of  aU 
the  deaths  were  amotig  children  at  the  period  we  have  named.  We 
sbali  not  give  an  opinion  as  to  what  proportion  of  this  vast  number 
were  connected  with  or  in  any  way  dependent  upon  tuberculous  dis- 
eases^but  from  the  proportions  which  have  been  observed  in  other 
places,  let  each  one  deduce  his  own  inference.  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  there  is  a  great  number  of  deaths  among  children  under  5  years  of 
age,  and  from  the  extracts  we  have  made  from  the  observations  of  others, 
may  we  not  reasonably  conclude  that  there  is  a  greater  amount  of  mor- 
tality among  us  from  this  cause,  than  we  have  imagined.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject certainly  worthy  the  attention  of  the  medical  inquirer. 

In  an  exceedingly  interesting  article  by  M.  Rufe,  in  the  Journal  des 
ConnaissancesMedico-Chirurgicales,  for  September,  1835,  on  the  Pneu- 
monia of  Children,  may  be  found  some  facts  of  great  i^nportance  indi- 
rectly relative  to  tubercles  in  children.  From  this  paper  we  shall  make 
some  extracts,  which,  with  the  observations  already  made,  will  enable 
OS  to  approximate,  in  some  degree,  to  the  influence  of  tubereles  upon 
the  progress  and  issue  of  other  diseases.  Among  the  complicatioDS  of 
pneumonia  in  children,  Rufz  says,  <'  Pleurisy  in  children,  from  six  to 
£fteen  years  of  age,  is  a  complication  so  frequent  that  some  authors  de- 
signate the  pneumonia  only  under  the  name  of  pleuro-pneumonia.  On 
the  contrary,  the  pneumonia  in  children  under  six  years  of  age,  is  rarely 
complicated  with  pleurisy.  In  12  cases  there  existed  only  one  in  which 
was  found  at)  effusion  of  serum,  or  the  formation  of  recent,  false  mem- 
branes. *  *  *  Nine  of  twenty -three  cases  observed  by  Gerhard  and  my- 
self, had  tubercles  in  the  lungs.  *  *  *  We  have  seen  that  uncomplicat- 
ed pneumonia,  after  the  age  of  six  years,  is  a  disease  of  little  danger. 
On  the  contrary,  before  that  period,  pneumonia  is  always  a  severe  af- 
fection, for  in  forty  cases  between  the  age  of  six  and  fifteen  years,  not 
one  terminated  in  death,  whilst  the  mortality  in  children  before  that  pe- 
riod was  entirely  in  an  inverse  proportion." 

It  is  Rufz's  opinion,  however,  that  "  Pneumonia  has  no  influence  on 
tbe  production  of  tqbercles" — and  what  may  be  the  influence  of  the 
previously  diseased  state  of  the  lungs  upon  this  acute  affection,  as  well 
as  many  of  the  other  diseases  of  children,  can  be  determined  only  by 
an  extensive  series  of  observations  directed  to  this  point.  Dr.  Clarke, 
in  his  work,  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  says,  "  From  examina- 
tion it  would  appear  that  age  has  more  influence  in  determining  tuber- 
culous diseases  than  all  other  appreciable  causes.  The  tendency  to  this 
process  is  five  times  more  intense  at  one  period  of  life  than  at  another : 
it  flMy,  perhaps,  be  said,  that  it  is  some  hundred  of  times  more  iotenae 
in  the  fourth  year  than  at  birth.  Tubercles  prevail  most  during  the 
third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  years."  Now  putting  these  observations 
together,  we  find  that  the  absolute  amount  of  4paths  is  greater  duriog 
the  first  five  years  of  life,  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  same  duration. 
We  find,  also,  that  at  this  period  the  tendency  to  tubercles  is  tb^ 
strongest.    The  question,  then,  arises,  as  to  the  influence  of  tim  tubei- 
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culous  predisposition  upon  tbe  amount  of  mortality.  We  think  we 
tnay  safely  infer  that  deaths  from  tuberculous  diseases  are  not  unfrequent 
within  this  period  of  life — that  .tubercles  are  not  simply  a  local,  but  a 
constitutional  affection,  depending  upon  causes  which  are  as  yet  out  of 
sight — that  most  of  our  fatal  infantile  diseases  are  connected  with  a  tu- 
berculous predisposition. 

Should  we  extend  our  observations  further,  and  embrace  in  our  calcu- 
lations that  time  of  life  under  1 5  years  of  age,  cases  might  be  found 
establishing  beyond  doubt  a  great  mortality  under  that  period.  During 
18  months  which  we  visited  the  House  of  Industry,  there  were  58 
deaths  among  children  under  14  years  of  age;  and  28  of  these  were 
from  consumption.  In  some  of  these  cases,  tuberculous  abscesses  were 
found  in  the  lungs — ^in  others,  tubercles  less  advanced — and  in  all  but 
two,  a  scrofulous  enlargement  of  the  mesenteric  or  bronchial  glands.  It 
is  proper  to  mention  that  most  of  these  happened  after  an  epidemic  of 
measles.  Th^  predisposing  cause  of  phthisis,  and  the  diagnosis  of  its 
existence,  and,  in  fact,  of  other  pulmonary  affections  among  children, 
are  among  the  most  desirable  subjects  of  medical  inquiry. 

We  have  already  extended  these  observations  beyond  our  intentioD, 
and  shall,  for  the  present,  leave  the  subject,  but  with  the  hope  that  its 
investigation  will  go  on. 

During  the  last  six  months  about  forty  have  applied  for  aid  at  the 
In6rmary.  Many  of  this  number  were  females  who  have  been  deterred 
from  seeking  medical  assistance  by  pecuniary  considerations,  and  have 
shrunk  from  the  idea  of  being  the  subjects  of  individual  charity.  They 
have  chosen  rather  to  apply  to  an  institution  founded  expressly  to  meet 
their  wants.  We  beUeve  that  an  inGrmary  of  this  kind  is  called  for  by 
the  wants  of  the  community,  and  trust  that  it  will  receive  not  only  Us 
countenance,  but  that  of  our  professional  brethren.  There  are  already 
a  number  of  interesting  cases  of  disease  upon  our  record  books  ;  and 
should  the  project  continue,  we  hope,  at  some  future  day,  to  arrange 
the  facts  we  collect  and  give  to  them  a  practical  form. 


PNEUMONIA— MALFORMATION. 

BT  L.  HOWB,  M.D. 
[CommunSeated  for  Um  Boiton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Ok  the  15th  of  January,  1837, 1  visited  John  Robinson,  of  Sharon,  a 
pauper,  aged  19.  I  was  told,  by  his  mother,  that  he  had  taken  cold^ 
about  a  month  previous ;  that  his  symptoms  were  much  aggravated  a 
few  days  after,  by  exposure  to  a  severe  snow  storm,  and  that  be  had 
had  a  bad  cough  from  the  first  of  his  illness — had  occasionally  expecto- 
rated dark-colored  blood,  and  had  thrown  up  a  gill,  the  night  previous 
to  my  visit.  His  pulse  were  now  90,  with  little  more  than  natural  full- 
ness; tongue  furred  ;•  some  pain  in  the  left  side.  Could  lie  in  bed 
without  any  considerable  difficulty  of  respiration,  and  expectorated  free* 
ly.  A  detail  of  the  remedies  would  probably  add  nothing  to  the  inter- 
est of  this  case. 
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On  mj  second  visit,  four  days  after,  I  found  the  symptoms  improved, 
and  the  improvement  appeared  to  continue  for  three  or  four  weeks. 
After  this  time,  he  occasionally  suffered  from  paroxysms  of  dyspnoea 
or  faintness ;  pulse  became  frequent  and  small ;  lower  extremities  ana- 
sarcous ;  fluctuation  of  water  in  the  chest  was  audible  on  motion  of  the 
body  ;  expectoration  much  as  when  I  first  saw  him.  A  few  days  be* 
fore  his  death,  he  was  much  exhausted  by  epistaxis,  but  was  able  to 
walk,  with  a  little  assistance,  on  the  day  he  died,  which  was  the  15tb 
of  March. 

Thirty-six  hours  after,  assisted  by  my  pupils,  J.  Fox,  M.D.,  and  Mr. 
C.  E.  Parker,  I  made  an  examination  of  the  body,  rendered  hasty  and 
imperfect  by  our  not  arriving  at  the  house  till  about  an  l^ur  before  the 
funeral  services  were  to  commence,  and  by  the  reluctance  of  the  mother 
to  consent  to  the  examination ;  and  even  then,  we  commenced  under 
threats  of  resistance,  vi  et  armU,  by  an  elder  brother. 

The  6rst  thing,  worthy  of  notice,  in  the  external  appearance  of  the 
body,  was  a  posterior  curvature  of  the  dorsal  vertebne.  This  portion 
of  the  spine  formed  nearfy  a  semicircle,  and  the  distortion  of  the  ster* 
oum  corresponded  to  thb  spine.  On  opening  the  chest,  it  was  found  to 
contain  about  6  lbs.  of  bloody  serum  ;  adhesions  of  the  lung  of  the  left 
side  were  extensive ;  lower  lobe  hepatized ;  the  bronchia  6lled  with 
bloody  mucus,  and  the  pericardium  adherent  to  the  heart,  excepting  at 
the  apex,  where  was  a  small  coagulum.  In  the  abdomen,  the  pancreas 
was  partly  ossiGed,  the  kidneys  small,  and  the  left  one  studded  with  mil* 
iary  tubercles.  The  ossa  pubis  were  wanting,  and  there  was  no  ligamen- 
tous or  cartilaginous  union  of  the'  ischia.  The  corpora  cavernosa  were 
also  wanting ;  the  testes  and  scrotum  were  fully  developed ;  the  cor- 
pus spongiosum,  with  its  preputium  and  glans,  was  about  the  natural 
size,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length  ;  there  was  a  cleft  in  the  superior 
portion  of  the  glans,  and,  by  turning  the  parts  back,  the  urethra  was 
exhibited  passing  through  it.  Extending  from  this  to  the  bladder,  was 
a  groove  on  the  surface  of  the  corpus  spongiosum,  which  seemed  to  be 
a  bad  conductor  of  the  urine.  The  orifice  into  the  bladder  would  easily 
admit  the  Gnger.  There  had  been  an  incontinence  of  urine  from  birth. 
The  bladder  resembled  a  small  sac,  having  no  neck.  The  mother  in- 
formed me  that  something  occasionally  came  down  through  this  opening 
in  infancy,  which  caused  much  pain,  and  her  physician  called  it  a  rup- 
ture.    It  was  probably  an  inversion  of  the  bladder. 

This  young  man  was  of  more  than  ordinary  stature  and  strength. 
His  mother  said,  "  He  was  not  worth  a  stick  to  pick  up  bis  load,  but 
put  it  on  his  shoulders  and  he  would  carry  as  much  as  a  camel."  The 
weakness  of  his  mind  was  in  contrast  with  the  strength  of  his  body. 
His  neighbors  had  supposed  him  to  be  an  hermaphrodite,  with  as  little 
reason  as  some  of  the  deformities  of  the  genitals  of  the  other  sex,  bad 
gained  for  the  subjects  of  them  this  denomination. 

MONSTROSITY. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1836,  Mrs.  K.  was  delivered  of  a  female  child. 
The  infant  gave  the  usual  announcement  of  a  safe  birth.     But  the  joy^ 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


SSt.  MattrTid  b^fiu«9kce$  of  the  Mind  an  the  FcUm. 

of  the  parents  and  attendants  was  soon  turned  into  surprise  and  sorrow 
by  the  discovery,  that  instead  of  a  nose  between  two  eyes,  tiiere  was 
but  one  orbit,  situated  where  the  nose  should  have  been,  and  suspended 
above  it  was  a  substance  resembling  an  elephant's  proboscis.  There  was 
no  eyeball,  but  within  the  orbit  was  a  small  quantity  of  something  re* 
sembling  the  vitreous  humor  and  the  conjunctiva.  The  palpebral  wero 
wanting.  On  irritatii^  the  margin  of  the  orbit,  there  was  an  evident 
contraction  of  an  orbicularis,  exhibiting  an  effort  at  winking.  The 
breathing  of  the  child  soon  became  difficult,  as  there  was  no  other  orifice 
for  respiration  than  the  mouth,  and  the  lips  at  every  inspiration  operated 
as  a  valve  to  close  it.  By  separating  the  lips  with  my  finger,  the  res- 
piration was  r^tored.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  A  tube,  introduced  and 
retained  in  thAnouth,  might  perhaps  save  the  life  of  the  child,  till  she 
bad  learned  (for  instinct  will  not  supply  for  the  defects  of  one  organ,  an 
additional  function  in  another)  to  open  her  lips  to  breathe*  This  I  sug* 
gested ;  but  cti$  b&no  1  What  was  duty  ?  How  different  the  sympa- 
thies towards  the  little  subject  of  nature's  sport,  and  those  formed  accord- 
ing to  her  perfect  model.  On  my  visit,  the  gext  day,  I  was  told  the 
child  had  died  about  an  hour  after  I  left.  • 

By  the  examination  I  was  permitted  to  make,  I  found  the  proboscis 
was  a  well-organized  elongation  of  the  integuments  of  the  forehead, 
having  its  base  or  origin  over  a  small  nasal  process  of  the  firontal  bone. 
h  was  about  the  site  of  a  lady's  little  finger — not  quite  so  long,  and  a 
little  more  tapering ;  was  patolent  at  its  extremity,  and  the  probe  passed 
up  a  duct  to  about  half  its  length.  There  were  no  superciliae  nor  super- 
ciliary ridges,  to  denote  where  the  orbits  should  have  been.  By  punc- 
turing through  the  dura  mater,  about  a  gill  of  water  was  drawn  off. 

On  my  first  observing  this  luetu  natura^  my  eyes  were  insensibly 
turned  towards  a  show-bill  of  a  menagerie  of  animals  on  the  wall  of  the 
room,  but  I  discovered  no  support  to  the  opinion  that  the  process  of 
foetal  organization  was  influenced  by  the  imagination  of  the  mother,  for 
there  was  no  figure  of  an  elephant,  nor  of  a  monoculous  animal,  among 
the  number. 

Jqffr^,  N.  jH.,  February,  1888. 


MATERNAL  INFLUENCES  OF  THE  HIND    ON  THE  F(£TU8. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
Sib, — Have  we  any  positive  proof  that  the  imagination  of  the  mother 
exerts  an  influence  over  the  "  foetus  in  utero,"  with  r^ard  to  its  fonn, 
•color,  and  features,  in  consequence  of  being  associated  with  surrounding 
objects  terrific  in  appearance  ?    . 

1  have  seen  several  communications  in  the  Journal,  on  ''  Embrjptic 
Influences,"  and,  as  I  am  fond  of  controversies,  on  interesting  subjects, 
when  the  object  is  to  establish  facts  and  elicit  truth,  I  send  you  some 
few  remarks,  of  which  you  may  dispose  as  you  deem  them  worthy. 
Reason  and  good  sense  will  ever  dictate  when  and  where  the  line  of  de* 
marcatiien  should  be  drawn  between  sophistry  and  true  reasoning — ba- 
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tween  aasertions,  based  on  superstitious  impressions,  'and  those  founded  on 
anatomy  and  physiology.  That  the  imagination  of  the  mother  exerts  an 
influence  on  the  external  appearapces  of  the  child  in  utero,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  contrary  to  all  anatomical  and  phj^siological  reasoning.  The 
very  fact  brought  to  view,  in  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Goulding— *'  that 
the  connection  between  the  mother  and  unborn  child  is  indirect  only, 
and  this  through  the  medium  of  the  circulation ;"  that  there  is  no 
nervous  communication  whatever,  between  the  mother  and  child,  is 
sufficient  argument  to  put  a  damper  at  once  upon  all  further  specula* 
tions  on  the  affirmative  of  this  question. 

The  fcetus  has  its  own  system  of  vessels,  distinct  from  the  mother, 
and  is  dependent  on  her  only  for  nutrition  and  support ;  consequently 
she  cannot  change  its  form,  otherwise  than  in  supplying  the  means  by 
which  it  grows.  Now  the  nutrition  which  the  motlier  gives  to  the  foetus, 
is  in  the  blood,  and  we  do  not  suppose  that  the  blood,  communicated 
through  the  ductus  umbilicus,  is  at  all  changed  from  what  circulates 
through  the  mother's  system,  until  the  child  collects  the  living  corpuscles 
and  adapts  them  to  its  own  use. 

Dr.  Fish  supposes  that  he  has  set  himself  free  from  the  '^  apparently 
inextricable  dilemma  "  into  which  he  was  throwi>  by  Dr.  Goulding's  re* 
marks  on  the  "  nervous  communication."  He  says,  ''  The  mother 
has  nerves  to  separate  the  requisite  materials  from  the  bloody  and  the 
child  has  nerves  to  apply  them  to  their  proper  use."  We  must  infer 
from  these  remarks  that  the  imagination  has  power  to  dictate  the  nerves 
in  their  choice  of  materials  for  the  child  ;  consequently  it  may  be  the 
means,  liaving  been  excited  by  a  fright,  of  producing  a  deibrniity,  cor- 
responding with  the  object  which  occasioned  it.  Let  us  carry  out  this 
idea  for  a  few  moments,  and  see  to  what  it  amounts.  That  the  mother 
has  one  system  of  nerves,  and  the  child  another — that  the  two  systems 
are  distinct  and  unconnected,  certainly  proves,  to  a  demonstration,  that 
the  imagination  of  the  mother  has  no  control  over  the  nerves  of  the 
child,  but  that  the  latter  disposes  of  the  living  corpuscles  according  to 
its  own  established  laws. 

Suppose  a  woman  is  enceinte,  and  has  passed  through  the  seventh 
month  of  gestation,  without  any  unnatural  excitement ;  but,  all  at  once, 
while  taking  her  morning  or  evening  walk,  a  huge  snake  rises  up  be- 
fore her  and  causes  a  fright.  At  the  usual  period  she  is  delivered  of  a 
full-grown  child  ;  but,  lo  !  there  is  a  black  zig-zag  mark  upon  its  back. 
Now  to  account  for  this  on  the  principle  of  <'  maternal  influence,"  the 
mark  could  not  have  been  on  the  child's  back  at  the  time  she  saw  the 
snake,  but  was  formed  subsequently.  Did  the  excited  imagination  of 
the  mother  immediately  produce  a  change  in  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
the  bkx>d  distributed  to  the  fcetus  ?  Did  it  select  a  certain  quantity  of 
black  material  and  direct  the  child  to  adapt  it  on  its  back  in  a  zig-zag  or 
serpentine  manner  ?  Was  the  back  the  6rst  part  she  touched  after  be- 
ing frightened  ?  Was  this  mark  formed  instantaneously,  or  was  it  the 
work  of  time ;  and  if  the  work  of  time,  was  the  imagination  excited 
duriBg  the  whole  process  7  What  though  there  might  be  a  change  in 
tbe  fluidi  vhea  at  arrives  «l  the  ductus  umbilkuis  the  action  of  tb# 
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mother  ceases,  and  the  foetus  disposes  of  it  at  its  will — ^then  how  absurd 
is  the  attempt  to  explain  this  on  the  principle  of ''embry otic  influences." 
Dr.  Ranney,  in  commenting  upon  Dr.  (rouldtng's  remarks,  says  be 
has  offered  '^  one  ar^uinent^  and  one  only,  against  any  baneful  materaal 
influence  upon  the  foetus  in  utero,"  viz.,  '<  that  no  nervous  connection 
exists  between  them."  He  does  not  attempt  to  confute  this,  but  merely 
says,  it  would  better  have  answered  his  purpose,  were  he  able  to  ac- 
count for  every  phenomenon  in  nature  on  philosophical  principles.  That 
is  as  much  as  to  say,  when  we  can  explain  one  phenomenon  on  "  phi- 
losophical principles,"  we  must  throw  that  away,  because  we  are  yet  so 
much  in  the  dark  that  we  cannot  explain  the  whole.  This  would  be  a 
fine  way  of  progressing  science,  when  we  get  hold  of  one  fact  to  fling  it 
away  for  fear  that  it  might  lead  us  to  another.  He  was  once  an  inGdel  on 
this  subject,  but  the  cases  he  has  quoted  have  made  him  a  true  believer 
in  *^  embryotic  influences."  If  he  had  been  very  deep  in  the  mire  of 
infldelity,  the  three  simple  cases  he  has  quoted  never  could  have  extri- 
cated him.  "  His  students  were  in  the  habit  of  dissecting  the  eyes  of 
the  calf  One  of  them  lectured  on  the  diseases,  he,  of  that  organ  be- 
fore his  sister,  who  was  enceinte.  The  part  of  the  eye  which  she  most 
admired,  was  the  lens.  After  her  con6nement  it  was  found  that  her  in- 
fant had  a  cataract  of  both  eyes."  A  wonderful  case  indeed  !  I  can- 
not see  what  this  has  to  do  with  the  question  under  consideration. 
How  many  instances  do  we  have  of  children  being  bom  with  cataract  of 
one  or  both  eyes,  when  the  mother  never  saw  an  eye  dissected,  or  a 
person  laboring  under  that  disease  1  Why  may  not  the  disease  occur  be- 
fore the  child  is  born,  as  well  as  afterwards  ?  The  principle  would  hold 
alike  good  in  both  cases — but  in  this  referred  to,  the  lady  took  the  lens 
upon  the  point  of  a  needle  and  examined  it  minutely.  Probably  when  she 
stuck  the  needle  into  the  lens  of  the  calfs  eye,  it  also  pained  her 
child's,  and  consequently  rendered  it  opaque  in  part  or  wholly.  He 
further  says,  that  a  full-grown  foetus  was  exhibited  in  the  county  where 
he  resided.  "  The  body  and  limbs  were  plump  and  perfect,  and  the 
only  deformity  appeared  in  the  head  and  upper  portion  of  the  face, 
which  was  a  perfect  resemblance  to  a  cat  with  a  fractured  skull  and 
contused  neck."  Now  whether  the  mother  witnessed  the  killing  of  a 
cat,  he,  or  the  gentleman  who  exhibited  it,  does  not  know ;  but  he  can- 
not assign  a  more  plausible  cause.  Mark  the  grounds  taken  ;  he  does 
not  wish  to  explain  it  on  any  philosophical  principle,  but  immedi- 
ately palms  it  ofi*  on  maternal  influence,  from  the  mere  supposition  (he 
does  not  know)  that  the  woman  saw  a  cat's  skull  fractured.  If  this  bad 
been  the  case,  it  never  could  have  been  kept  a  secret,  neither  pould 
the  history  of  it  have  been  confined  to  the  vicinity  where  she  resided  ; 
the  story  would  have  been  told  from  "  Dan  to  Beersheba."  And  yet 
be  admits  that  there  is  no  proof  of  connection  between  the  supposed 
causes  and  their  results  in  any  of  these  cases.  From  what,  then,  does 
he  draw  these  inferences  ? — why  from  the  fact  that  he  calls  them  "  ex- 
traordinary coincidences."  When  Dr.  Gouldtng  produces  a  nnore  ra- 
tional theory,  Dr.  Ranney  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  it.  Rational  theory ! 
What  does  the  Dn  mean  ?— that  it  is  rational  to  sappose,  if  a  womao 
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has  a  particular  desire  for  a  bunch  of  grapes  and  is  not  able  to  obtain 
them,  her  child  will  have  a  picture  of  said  grapes  somewhere  on  the 
surface  of  its  body  !  Is  it  rational  to  suppose  that  if,  iimnediately  after 
coition,  a  negro  should  stand  before  the  woman,  her  child  would  be  a 
mulatto  ?  Is  it  rational  to  suppose  that  if  a  woman  stands  over  the 
death-bed  of  her  brother,  his  distorted  and  agonizing  countenance  will 
instantly  be  conveyed,  by  her  imagination,  to  her  child,  and  indeli- 
bly 6xed  upon  it?  If  such  a  theory  as  this  is  rational,  the  comparative 
degree  never  should  be  called  for. 

If  nature,  in  all  her  operations,  is  guided  by  systematic  and  uniforni 
laws,  we  cannot  expect  that  she  will  turn  aside  for  an  affright  or  untoward 
desire.  If  we  are  to  explain  all  ^<  lusus  nature,"  connected  with  the 
fcetus,  on  the  score  of  maternal  influence,  and  without  any  positive 
proof,  or  rational  coincidences,  it  will  require  abler  pens  than  have  ever 
yet  commented  upon  it. 

Because  Hippocrates,  Galen,  and  Darwin,  believed  that  pictures  were 
sufficient  to  give  a  corresponding  appearance  to  the  foetus  in  utero,  and 
that  such  notions  have  existed  from  the  earliest  history  of  the  world,  and 
still  continue  to  exist,  proves  nothing  in  its  favor,  inasmuch  as  they 
could  not  support  it  by  argument,  based  on  the  solid  foundations  of 
anatomy  and  physiology.  Dr.  Hunter's  experience  in  two  thousand 
cases  of  labor,  to  ascertain  this  point,  proves  more  than  all  the  whims 
now  extant.  Dr.  Dewees  thus  describes  the  method  which  he  took. 
*^  So  soon  as  the  woman  was  delivered,  he  inquired  of  her  whether  she 
had  been  disappointed  in  any  object  of  her  longing — whether  she  bad 
been  surprised  by  any  circumstance  that  had  given  her  an  unusu9l  shock 
— whether  she  had  been  alarmed  by  any  object  of  an  unsightly  kind. 
Then,  after  making  a  note  of  each  of  the  declarations  of  the  woman, 
either  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  he  carefully  examined  the  child ; 
and  he  assured  his  class  that  he  never,  in  a  single  instance  of  the  two 
thousand,  met  with  a  coincidence."  A.  Parker,  M.D. 

Lebanon^  Me.  February  19,  1838. 
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PROGRESS  OF  SURGERY. 

Among  the  many  ingenious  plans  devised  by  surgeons  in  modem  timea 
for  alleviating  human  suffering,  the  proposition  of  Dr.  Bigger,  for  re- 
storing lost  vision,  arising  from  permanent  opacity  of  the  cornea,  is  cer- 
tainly unequalled.  It  consists  in  taking  the  transparent  health);  cornea 
from  the  eye  of  an  animal,  and  adjusting  it  to  the  eye  of  another' animal, 
or  to  the  human  eye,  from  which  the  defective  cornea  is  to  be  excised, 
at  the  same  moment.  He  has  performed  the  operation  eighteen  times  on 
rabbits,  and  sixteen  of  them  recovered  imperfect  vision.  It^  must  be 
much  more  difficult  to  transplant  these  essential  parts  of  an  important 
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orgftD  of  sense  on  brutes,  than  on  men — particularly,  as  the  most  difficult 
and  delica'te  part  of  (he  process  relates  to  the  adjustment  and  security  of 
the  new  cornea.  This  part  is  confined  to  its  new  location  by  two 
fine  ligatures,  Introduced  by  a  needle.  At  first  much  perplexity  was  ex- 
perienced in  preserving  the  transparency  of  the  transplanted  organ,  but 
he  finally  discovered  that  much  benefit  might  be  derived  from  a  local 
application  of  a  weak  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  three  grains  to  .an  ounce  of  distilled  water,  dropped  into  the  eye 
three  or  four  times  a  day  after  the  adhesion  was  formed.  The  implanted 
cornea  united  to  the  sclerotica  in  seventeen  cases,  in  forty-eight  hoars, 
■o  that  the  ligatures  could  be  withdrawn.  Dr.  Bigger  is  not  yet  certain 
what  animal  it  is  most  desirable  to  take  the  cornea  from,  though  he  has 
ascertained,  thus  far,  that  the  pig's  eye  bears  the  nearest  approach,  in  the 
character  of  its  tunics,  to  the  human.  With  this  progress  it  will  not  be 
long  before  farther  advances  will  be  made  to  restore  some  now  hopelessly 
blind  person  to  imperfect  vision.  It  is  warrantable  to  make  the  attempt, 
even  from  these  data,  upon  every  principle  of  benevolence.  The  resto- 
ration of  one  blind  man  would  be  worth  a  hecatomb  of  animals,  were  it 
necessary  to  sacrifice  so  many.  It  will  not,  probably,  be  a  year  before 
some  surprising  triumph  of  modern  surgery  in  this  way,  will  be  announced. 


Pure  Water. — The  project  which,  at  different  times  within  the  last  ten 
years,  has  been  brought  before  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  for  introducing 
water  into  the  city,  from  the  country,  is  again  agitated.  It  is  difiicult 
to  decide,  from  the  condition  of  the  business,  as  it  now  stands  before  the 
city  government,  whether  the  work  will  be  speedily  undertaken,  or  aban- 
doned for  another  indefinite  period.  A  very  respectable  number  of  phy- 
sicians gave  a  professional  opinion,  years  ago,  that  the  health  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  promoted  by  the  introduction  of  pure  water,  and,  if  we 
rightly  remember,  pointed  out  great  and  important  advantages  which 
would  result  from  it  in  other  respects.  It  is  perfectly  idle  to  pretend  that 
iSM  wells  of  Boston  are  equal  to  the  demands  of  eighty  or  ninety  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  hemmed  in  as  they  are,  by  salt  water,  to  a  little  spot  of 
lerra  firma  not  much  larger  than  a  Berkshire  farmer's  sheep-pasture. 
Again,  that  all  the  wells,  without  distinction,  are  positively  bad,  and  un- 
suitable for  common  domestic  purposes,  is  equally  gratuitous.  The  fact 
is,  there  are  good  wells  and  bad  ones,  but  more  of  the  latter  than  anj 
one,  not  perfectly  conversant  with  the  topography  of  the  city,  would 
suspect.  Still,  there  has  never  been  any  alarming  mortality  arising  from 
ihia  source,  nor  is  it  certain  that  many  have  died  of  diseases  which  were 
both  developed  and  hastened  to  a  fatal  issue  by  impure  water.  Hoping 
for  the  best,  we  believe  the  City  Council  will  act  with  that  discretion 
which  has  always  characterized  its  deliberations. 


Mantfactured  India  Rubber. — Notwithstanding  the  disrepute  into  which 
India  rubber  garments  have  fallen,  as  they  were  manufactured  a  few 
years  ago,  a  revolution  is  taking  place,  and  it  would  not  be  strange  if 
some  of  the  wild  expectations  of  creating  great  fortunes  by  the  sudden 
rise  of  India  Rubber  Stocks,  should  eventually  be  realized.  Mr.  Charles 
Goodyear,  of  Roxbury,  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  has  discovered  a  man- 
ner of  working  this  gum,  which  is  absolutely  astonishing.  He  not  only 
fictually  h9s  at  this  time  long  pieces  of  figured  India  rubber,  resembUag 
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rich  calico  prints,  but  an  immense  variety  of  useful  everj^day  domestic 
articles,  in  which  there  is  not  a  particle  of  cloth.  He  gives  these  fa- 
brics any  color  which  may  be  required — or  finishes  them  off  with  a  pear* 
\y  whiteness,  just  as  fancy  or  the  taste  of  customers  may  dictate.  It  is 
said  that  the  solvent  used  by  Mr.  G.  is  different  from  anything  ever  before 
selected — being  an  acid.  The  odor,  which  formerly  made  this  kind  of 
goods  offensive,  is  not  in  the  least  degree  perceptible.  No  cloth,  as  a  foun-^ 
dation  for  a  coating  of  rubber,  under  any  circumstances,  appears  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  the  strength  or  durability  of  any  of  the  articles.  Having  no- 
ticed several  desirable  instruments,  belonging  to  the  domain  of  the  pro- 
fession, remarkable  for  their  neatness  and  utility,  the  way  was  openlfor 
the  foregoing  remarks.  Hereafter,  on  a  further  examination,  a  more  de- 
finite account  may  be  given  of  Mr.  Goodyear's  claims  to  patronage. 


IVhiilaro  Medicated  Bathe. — Nearly  opposite  this  office,  Dr.  Grerrish 
has  .established  what  are  called  the  JVhUlaw  Vapor  Baths,  which  have 
been  so  well  spoken  of  by  several  physicians  ot  the  city,  that  we  have 
visited  the. proprietor  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  machinery, 
the  mode  of  conducting  the  operations,  and  to  inquire  into  the  real  merits 
of  this  system  of  medication,  as  conducted  in  this  place.  Were  our 
practitioners  to  prescribe  these  baths  much  more  frequently  than  they  do, 
they  would  be  much  gratified  with  the  results.  This  is  an  opinion  based 
upon  a  careful  investigation  of  the  principle  of  preparing  them.  It  i» 
not  pretended  that  every  disease  in  the  catalogue  of  human  woes  is  dis- 
sipated by  steam  impregnated  with  essential  oils  ;  nor  need  any  person 
apprehend  a  deception  at  the  hands  of  Dr.  Gerrish.  Under  the  judicious 
guidance  of  a  responsible  physician,  we  feel  warranted  in  saying  that 
great  good,  in  the  restoration  of  impaired  health,  may  often  be  effected 
by  the  Medicated  Vapor  Bath. 


JV^w  York  BUI  of  Mortality, — This  is  truly  a  voluminous  and  mel- 
ancholy document,  extremely  well  executed  in  its  tabular  details.  The 
whole  number  of  deaths  in  1837,  was  8182,  being  679  more  than 
died  in  1836.  The  chief  increase  of  niortality  is  imputed  to  marasmus, 
dropsy  of  the  brain,  typhus  and  scarlet  fevers — amounting,  in  these  dis- 
eases alone,  to  more  than  the  whole  increase.  Of  those  who  died  in 
1837,  6640  belonged  to  the  United  States  ;  1206  to  Ireland  ;  301  to 
England  ;  74  to  Scotland  ;  198  to  Germany  ;  45  to  France  ;  14  to  Swe- 
den, &c.  By  the  last  census  of  the  city,  in  1835,  there  were  131,624 
males,  and  138,464  females,  making  a  total  of  270,089.  Of  this  number 
15,197  were  people  of  color. 

The  most  curious  and  interesting  part  of  this  report  relates  to  the 
average  rate  of  mortality  each  successive  year,  from  1805  to  the  present 
date.  In  1805,  the  mortality  was  as  1  to  32.98  ;  in  1810,  1  to  46.49  ;  in 
1815,  1  to  41.83  ;  in  1820,  1  to  37.19  ;  in  1825,  1  to  34.78  ;  in  1830,  1 
to  37.92  ;  and  in  1835,  1  to  40.37.  In  this  synopsis  the  stillborn  were 
not  included. 

Within  the  same  period,  the  average  duration  of  human  life  was  em 
follows.  In  1805,  the  average  of  life  was  28.72  years  ;  between  1805 
and  1810,28.13  ;  do.  1810  and  1815,  30.08  ;  do.  1815  and  1820,  29.14  ; 
do.  1820  and  1825,  29.12  ;  do.  1825  and  1830,26.44  ;  and  between  1830 
and  including  1835,  as  in  each  case  above— the  average  duration  of  life 
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was  25.45  years,  which  shows,  notwithstaodiogf  a  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lation, that  the  public  health  was  good. 

On  the  whole,  this  may  be  regarded  in  the  hght  of  a  very  valuable  pro* 
duction,  reflecting  much  credit  on  the  indefatigable  officer  by  whom  it 
was  constructed. 


Mortality  of  PhUadelpkia. — A  statement  of  the  deaths  in  that  city,  in 
1837,  has  been  published  in  a  very  neat  tabular  form.  Accompany- 
ing it  is  a  statistical  account  also  of  the  births  during  the  satae  pe- 
riod. The  births  were  8188,  of  which  4235  were  males,  and  3953 
females.  The  total  mortality  was  5202.  Those  dying  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  226  ;  consumption,  748  ;  cholera  infantum,  248  ; 
dropsy  of  the  head,  192  ;  scarlet  fever,  205  ;  smallpox,  79  ;  stillboro, 
321  ;  of  unknown  diseases,  197.  Of  those  who  died,  365  were  from  the 
Almshouse,  and  568  were  colored  people.  The  greatest  mortality  of 
males,  in  any  month,  being  219,  appears  to  have  been  from  August  5lh 
to  September  2d.  Five  persons  died  who  had  arrived  to  the  age  of  be- 
tween 100  and  110.  The  mortality  t>f  males  exceeded  that  of  females 
by  308.  Of  the  first  there  were  2755,  and  of  the  latter  2447.  No  epi- 
demic seems  to  have  prevailed  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Nearly  all  the 
bills  of  mortality  which  have  been  examined,  for  1837,  show  that  the 
year  was  characterized  by  a  remarkable  exemption  from  desolating 
maladies. 

InstUtdionfor  the  Blind, — During  the  last  year  14  were  admitted  to  the 
Pearl  Street  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  this  city,  10  were  discharged,  1 
died,  and  63  now  remain.  According  to  the  annual  report,  the  division 
and  employment  of  time,  the  course  of  studies,  the  department  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  and  the  mechanical  department,  are  all  the  same 
as  in  former  years. 

Among  the  pupils  received  last  year,  is  one  whose  situation  makes  her 
an  object  of  peculiar  interest  and  lively  sympathy.  This  is  Laura  Bridg- 
man,  an  intelligent,  sprightly  girl,  eight  years  old,  entirely  blind,  deaf, 
dumb,  and  almost  entirely  deprived  of  smell,  and  has  been  so  since  her 
infancy.  Here  is  a  human  being,  deprived  of  almost  every  sense  but 
that  of  touch,  struggling  to  know  her  situation,  and  acquiring  what  would 
astonish  any  but  the  constant  inmates  of  the  institution.  She  runs  about 
the  house,  up  and  down  stairs,  frolics  with  other  children,  plays  with  her 
toys,  dresses  and  undresses  herself  with  great  readiness,  and  knows  every 
inmate  of  the  house  by  the  touch.  She  can  sew,  knit  and  braid  ;  has  a 
sense  of  propriety,  a  desire  to  appear  well  dressed,  and  to  have  others 
notice  it. — Boston  TVaveller. 


Fatal  Ooeration  for  Cleft  Palate. — A  daughter  of  Lord  Lyndhorsl, 
who  was  taken  to  Paris  for  the  express  purpose,  was  operated  upon  last 
year  by  M.  Roux,  for  clefl  palate.  The  result  is  said  to  have  been  fatal. 
We  do  not  find  in  any  of  our  journals  the  details  of  the  case. — ^imer. 
Jour,  of  Med,  Sciences, 


Medical  Miscellany, — A  correspondent    writes  that    variola  is   rife 
throughout  the  Wabash  Valley,  and  not  one  physician  in  a  hundred  has 
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any  vaccine  virus. — ^A  spirited  meeting  has  been  held  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  by 
gentlemen  attending  Dr.  Armsby's  lectures  on  anatomy,  resulting  in  a 
series  of  resolutions,  and  the  circulation  of  a  petition,  for  signers,  to  be 
presented  to  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  asking  for  a  modification  of 
the  law,  so  that  the  study  of  humany  anatomy  may  be  encouraged  and 
protected,  as  it  now  is  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. — A  negro, 
aged  one  hundred  and  eight  years,  died  a  few  weeks  since  on  the  estate  of 
Dr.  Straith,  in  Virginia. — On  the   14th   of  January  the  mercury,  in  the 
city  of  Paris,  stood  at  nine  degrees  below  zero. — Dr.  Sharpless's  essay 
on  the  use  and  abuse  of  the  pessary,  in  a  neat  pamphlet,  is  acknowl- 
edged, and  future  reference  will  be  made  to  it. — The  editor  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Library  announces  his  intention  of  republishing  Listen's 
excellent  work  on  Surgery,  in  his  Journal,  accompanied  with  plates. — 
JDr.  Morton's  new  work,  Crania  Americana,  illustrated  by  sixty  plates 
and  a  colored  map,  will  be  ready  for  subscribers  in  October  next.     The 
price  is  twenty  dollars. — Dr.  G.  S.  Bedford's  forthcoming  work  on  mid- 
wifery will  contain  four  hundred  octavo  pages,  illustrated  by  many  en- 
gravings.— At  a  sitting  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Academy  of  Naples, 
Ai.  Grille  presented  two  eyes,  from  the  same  subject,  in  both  of  which 
the  vitreous  humors  were  ossified. — Dr.  T.  Stewardson  is  the  translator 
of  M.  Louis's  researches  on  emphysema  of  the  lungs,  now  being  pub- 
lished in  the  American  Medical  Library.     That  valuable  publication  has 
reached  the  22d  number,  and  fully  maintains  the  elevated  character 
which  it  had  in  the  beginning. — Dr.  Harlan,  of  Philadelphia,  has  ad- 
dressed a  printed  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  Medical  Examitfer,  on  the 
subject  of  his  own  and  Dr.  Gibson's  clinical  lecture  a  few  weeks  ago — 
touching  the  propriety  of  a  certain  great  operation  in  which  the  actual 
cautery  was  resorted  to.— Dr.  W.  S.  W.  Ruschenburger,  of  the  Navy,  is 
the  author  of  a  new  work  entitled,  ''  «d  voyage  round  the  world,  includifig 
an  embassy  to  Muscat  and  Siam,^^    This   very  industrious  gentleman  is 
the  author  also  of  "  Three  years  in  the  Pacific." — Dr.   Flint,   of  the 
Xiouisville  Medical  Institute,  is  said  to  be  on  the  eve  of  going  to  Europe. 
— ^A  new  plan   for  warming  and  ventilating  the  House  of  Commons  is 
spoken  of  with  commendation.     The  floors  of  the  rooms  resemble  a  gra- 
ter, so  numerous  are  the  holes  in  them. — Dr.  Robert  Nelson,  the  master 
spirit  and  leader  in  the  Canadian  rebellion,  is  reputed  to  be  the  best 
operating  surgeon  in  British  America.     He  is  small  in  stature,  thin  and 
lean,  but  highly  educated  and  exceedingly  courteous  in  manners.     Dr. 
Wolfred  Nelson  is  his  brother. — A  resolution  was  introduced  last  week 
at  the  New  York  Board  of  Assistants,  to  pay  $500  to  the  Dispensary. 

Erratum. — In  the  last  number  of  the  Journal,  80th  page,  18th  line  from  the  top, 
for  tongue  not  furred,  read  tongue  more  farred. 

To  CoRRESPo:«PENTS. — Besides  various  other  favors,  we  are  happy  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt,  bat  too  late  for  further  notice  this  week,  of  the  report  of  the 
Worcester  Insane  Hospital. 

Died, — In  Franklin,  Vt,  Lyman  Tenny,  M.D. 

Whole  number  of  deathi  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Mercb  10,  39.    Males,  is—Females,  17. 

Consumption,  8— fits,  l—scarlet  fever,  3 — marasmus,  2--4rops7  on  the  brain,  1— typhus  fever,  1— 
measles,  3—croup,  1— lung  fever,  S— Inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— eonvnlsions,  1— sadden,  1— apo- 

?»lex7, 1— hip  complaint,  I— diarrhosa,  1— pBeumonia,  1— inflammaUon  of  the  brain,  9— dropsy,  1-^ 
nflammation  of  the  bowels,  I^stlUborn,  1. 
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MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  tabecribers  have  asiociated  for  the  purpose  of  gtring  medical  InstmetloD.  A  eonvenient  rooB 
haa  been  provided  for  this  purpoie,  wblr.b  wiil  be  open  to  the  tiudents  at  atl  hours.  They  tvill  hmv* 
acceM  to  an  extensive  mttdical  library,  a«d  every  other  neceseary  facilUy  for  the  acquireftiemt'vf  • 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  oflfered  for  the  obaervatioo  of  diseaseeand  their  treatment  in  t»9 Ditpeutuj 
^listrlcis,  embracing  Wards  1^  9  and  3,  and  ta  coms  wfhich  laiU  frs  treted  at  the  ro9m  daiZf . 

Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficieni  attention  will  be  paid  to  Ptmctical  Anatomy. 

For  further  Information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

ABA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACB.M.D. 
BosU*,  Ji^rntt  9,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D' 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 

FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

OR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTBRO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  wiKb 
Prolfpsus  Uteri,  or  Falling  ^  tk«  Womk^  and  other  disvases  depending  mton  a  relaxation  of  tlw  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 


health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefullv  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  iavi 
riably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  ^'■draggimg  and  be«riiif  tliiwa' 
ten-iAtions  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  slill- 


fill  application  Is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  betself. 
The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  rhe  patient  without  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  yean  nearly  1500  of  the  Utero-jSbdominai  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examhMr 
tion  by  the  phv^icinn  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  it  isfratffy- 
Ing  to  state  that  it  h^sniet  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooperiof  l^ondon,  Edward  Dclafleld 
M.n.,ProfeMor  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  intbo 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  Slates,  and  every  other  Physician  or  Burgeon  who  has  bMl« 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
In  Trasses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  Imitations.  The  genuine  Trusses  bc«r  w^ 
signature  In  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Siu>porter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

AM03  G.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York, 

The  Snbscrlbers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instrumentat  all  orden 
Addresiied  to  lliem  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  &  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  S4  Merchants  Row,  BoeUm. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  fostmctloii. 
And  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  Will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  recoivo 
clinical  lecrures  on  the  ca<ies  they  witness  there.  Insiruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  wiU  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectnres,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dm.  CwAiriviao. 
On  Physiology,  Paiholugy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  •     "      Da.  WAax. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -  -       .       -       .       -  ««      Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy,       -.-.  ......  .  «*      Da.  Lswis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  acceea  to  a  larfo 
library.  Lii^his  and  fuel  without  any  cliarge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  In  the  country. 

The  fee^  are  $IOO^to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  aecarity  of  eone 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Airilieations  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Glianniag,  Tremont  fltreet,  opposite  the  Tremont  Boiim, 
Boston.  WALTER  CH.ANNIKG, 

JOHN  WARE. 
Oot.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTlfl,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

VERMONT    MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

Thi  annual  Course  of  Lectures,  at  this  inatitution,  will  commence  on  thesecood  Tharaday  of  Moreli 
next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by       -  -        H.  H.  Crilds,  M.D. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by -      Elisha  BAavLBTT,  M.D. 

General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  -         RoBiaT  Watti,  Ja.,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by       .....        Gilma if  Kimball,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by       -----       -         Datid  FAUfia,  M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by------.-      NoaMAif  Williams,  A.M. 

Wooddtock^  Januarf  17tA,  1838.  F7-^ptM7 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  la  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  coromunicatloos 
mu«tbeaddressed,p«jic-patd.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  tveekly 
numheraoftlie  precedini  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.C.  SMITH,M.D.Edltor.— Price  #3,00  a 
vearin  ad vance.t.3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  j^rotif— Orders  from  a  distance  mutft  be  accompanied  by  payment  la  advaact,  or 
eatisfaetorj  referenee.^Poatage  the  tame  as  for  a  Newspaper. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AJSB  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 

VOL.  XVnr.]  Wbdnssdat,  March  21,  1838.  [NO.  7. 


EDUCATION   OF    THE    BLIND. 

The  sixth  annual  report  of  the  New  England  Institution  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Blind  has  just  been  given  to  the  public.  It  cannot  be 
read  without  exciting  the  liveliest  emotions  in  every  benevolent  breast. 
Through  the  instrumentality  of  this  school,  the  avenues  to  happiness, 
which  were  indeed  blind  ways  to  its  unfortunate  inmates,  are  now 
opened,  and  those  powers  which  otherwise  would  have  forever  rt* 
mained  inactive,  are  both  developed  and  directed. 

Under  the  admirable  management  of  its  original  director.  Dr.  Howe, 
the  community  are  sati86ed,  and  gratified  too,  with  its  present  efficiency 
and  future  prospects.  A  biographical  sketch  of  one  6f  the  pupils, 
pruned  down  almost  to  vegetable  life  as  she  is,  in  consequence  of  the 
total  absence  of  what  philosophers  usually  consider  absolute  requisites 
to  constitute  an  intellectual,  moral  being,  is  so  important  and  curious, 
that  it  is  worthy  of  permanent  medical  record,  and  we  therefore  copy  it 
from  the  report. 

'<  Among  the  pupils  who  have  entered  during  the  last  year,  is  one 
wboffe  situation  makes  her  an  object  of  peculiar  interest  and  lively  sym- 
pathy. Laura  Bridgman,  a  very  pretty,  intelli|;ent,  and  sprightly  girl, 
of  eight  years,  is  entirety  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  and  almost  entirely  de- 
prived of  smell,  and  has  been  so  since  her  infancy.  Here  is  a  human 
soul  shut  up  in  a  dark  and  silent  cell ;  all  the  avenues  to  it  are  closed, 
except  that  of  touch,  and  it  would  seem  that  it  must  be  but  a  blank  ; 
nevertheless  it  is  active,  and  struggling  continually  not  only  to  put  itself 
in  communication  with  things  without,  but  to  manifest  what  is  going  on 
witbin  itself.  The  child  is  constantly  active  ;  she  runs  about  the  house, 
and  up  and  down  stairs;  she  frolics  with  the  other  children,  or  plays  with 
her  toys ;  she  dresses  and  undresses  herself  with  great  precision,  and 
behaves  with  propriety  at  the  table  and  everywhere  ;  she  knows  every 
inmate  of  the  house  by  the  touch,  and  is  very  affectionate  to  them. 
She  can  sew,  and  knit,  and  braid,  and  is  quite  as  active  and  expert  as 
any  of  the  rest  of  the  children.  But  all  this,  interesting  as  it  is,  is  no- 
thing compared  to  the  mental  phenomena  which  she  presents ;  she  has 
H  quick  sense  of  propriety ;  a  sense  of  property ;  a  love  of  approba- 
tion ;  a  desire  to  appear  neatly  and  smoothly  dressed,  and  to  make 
others  notice  that  she  is  so ;  a  strong  tendency  to  imitation,  insomuch 
that  she  will  sit  and  hold  a  book  steadily  before  ber  face  in  imitation  of 
IMKms  feadiiig.    It  is  diflteult  td  sa/  Whether  she  has  mf  Mm  eS  rig^ 
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and  wrong  disconnected  with  the  feeling  that  such  an  action  will  be'  re- 
])roved,  and  such  an  one  approved  by  those  about  her,  but  certain  it  is, 
she  will  retain  nothing  belonging  to  another;  she  will  not  eat  an. apple 
or  piece  of  cake  which  she  may  find,  unless  signs  are  made  that  she 
may  do  so.  She  has  an  evident  pleasure  in  play  fully  teasing' or  puz- 
zling others.  The  different  states  of  her  mind  are  clearly  marked  upon 
her  countenance,  which  varies  with  hope  and  fear,  pleasure  and  pain, 
self-approbation  and  regret ;  and  which,  when  she  is  trying  to  study  out 
anything,  assumes  an  expression  of  intense  attention  and  thought. 

"^  It  was  considered  doubtful  when  she  came  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  teach  her  any  regular  system  of  signs  by  which  she  could 
express  her  thoughts  or  understand  those  of  others;  it  was  deemed 
highly  desirable,  however,  to  make  the  experiment,  and  thus  far  it  has 
been  successful.  Common  articles,  such  as  a  knife,  a  s|K)on,  a  book. 
Sic,  were  6rst  taken,  and  labelled  with  their  names  in  raised  letters ; 
she  was  made  to  feel  carefully  of  the  article  with  the  name  pasted  upon 
it ;  then  the  name  was  given  her  on  another  piece  of  paper,  and  she 
quickly  learned  to  associate  it  with  the  thing.  Then  the  name  of  the 
thing  being  given  on  a  separate  label,  she  was  required  to  select  llie 
thing  from  a  number  of  other  articles,  or  to  find  the  article  ;  hr  instance, 
the  word  key  was  given  her,  on  a  bit  of  paper  in  raised  letters ;  she 
would  at  once  feel  for  a  key  on  the  table,  and,  not  finding  it,  would  rise 
and  grope  her  way  to  the  door,  and  place  the  paper  upon  the  key  with 
an  expression  of  peculiar  gratification.  Thus  far  no  attention  was  paid 
to  the  component  letters  of  the  word  ;  the  next  step  was  to  ascertain 
the  correctness  of  her  notion,  by  giving  her  metal  types  with  the  sepa- 
rate letters  on  their  ends ;  these  she  soon  learned  to  arrange  and  to 
spell  the  word  ;  for  instance,  the  teacher  would  touch  the  child's  ear, 
or  put  her  hand  on  a  book,  then  to  the  letters,  and  she  would  instantly 
begin  to  select  the  types  and  to  set  them  in  order  in  a  little  frame  used 
for  the  purpose,  and  when  she  had  spelt  the  word  correctly,  she  would 
show  her  satisfaction  and  assure  her  teacher  that  she  understood,  by 
taking  all  the  letters  of  the  word  and  putting  them  to  her  ear  or  on 
the  book. 

'<  She  then  learned  the  arrangement  of  the  letters  in  the  alphabet, 
and  is  now  occupied  in  increasing  her  vocabulary  of  words.  Having 
learned  the  alphabet  and  the  arrangement  of  letters  into  words,  wbtcb 
she  associated  with  things,  she  was  next  taught  the  manual  alphabet,  as 
used  by  the  deaf  mutes,  and  it  is  a  subject  of  delight  and  wonder  to 
see  how  rapidly,  correctly,  and  eagerly  she  goes  on  with  her  labors. 
Her  teacher  gives  her  a  new  object,  for  instance  a  pencil,  first  lets  her 
e;Lamine  it,  and  get  an  idea  of  its  use,  then  teaches  her  how  to  spell  it 
by  making  the  signs  for  the  letters  with  her  own  fingers;  the  child 
grasps  her  hand,  and  feels  of  her  fingers,  as  the  different  letters  are 
formed — she  turns  her  head  a  little  one  side,  like  a  person  listening 
closely — her  lips  are  apart — she  seems  scarcely  to  breathe — and  her 
countenance,  at  first  anxious,  gradually  changes  to  a  smile,  as  slie  com- 
prehends the  lesson.  She  then  holds  up  her  little  fingers  and  spells  the 
word  in  the  manual  alphabet  ^  next  ta!kes  ber  types  and  arranges  ber 
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letters,  and  last,  to  make  sure  that  she  is  right,  she  tabes  the  whole  of 
the  types  composing  the  word,  and  places  them  upon  or  in  contact  with 
the  pencil,  or  whatever  the  object  may  be. 

'^  The  process  of  teaching  her  is  of  course  slow  and  tedious ;  the  dif- 
ferent steps  to  it  must  be  suggested  by  her  successive  attainments,  for 
there  are  no  precedents  to  go  by  ;^  but  thus  far  the  results  have  been 
most  gratifying.  She  has  not  yet  been  long  enough  under  instructioa 
(four  months  only)  to  have  got  beyond  the  names  of  substances  ;  the 
more  difficult  task  of  giving  her  a  knowledge  of  names,  expressive  of 
qualities,  feelings,  &c.,  remains  yet  to  be  accomplished.  No  sure  prog* 
nostic  can  be  made,  but  much  is  to  be  hoped  from  the  intelligence  of 
the  child,  and  the  eager  delight  with  which  she  lends  all  her  attention, 
and  the  strong  effort  she  evidently  makes  to  gain  new  ideas  ;  not  from 
fear  of  punishment,  or  hope  of  reward,  but  from  the  pleasure  which 
the  exercise  of  the  faculties  confers  upon  her.  No  pains  or  expense 
will  be  spared  in  efforts  to  develope  the  moral  and  intellectual  nature  of 
this  interesting  child,  and  no  opportunity  lost,  of  gathering  for  science 
whatever  phenomena  her  singular  case  may  furnish. 

"  Laura  was  born  of  intelligent  and  respectable  parents,  in  Hanover, 
N.  H.  When  a  mere  infant,  she  was  subject  to  very  painful  and  dan- 
gerous "  fits/'  the  nature  of  which  do  not  seem  to  have  been  well  un- 
derstood. Until  twenty  months  old,  though  a  pretty  and  interesting 
child,  she  was  weak  and  fragile — a  breath  would  have  blown  out  the 
flame ;  but  at  that  age  she  began  to  rally ;  her  health  seemed  firmly 
established  ;  her  mental  faculties  rapidly  developed  themselves,  and  when 
she  attained  her  second  year  she  was  more  intelligent  and  sprightly  than 
common  children  ;  she  could  already  prattle  some  words,  and  had  mas- 
tered the  difference  between  A  and  B.  But  in  a  month  after  her  sky 
was  again  overcast ;  she  sickened  and  came  near  unto  death  ;  the  dis- 
ease, however,  seemed  to  be  baffled  within,  and  to  have  fastened  upon 
the  external  organs  of  sense,  and  in  five  weeks  it  was  perceived  that 
her  sight  and  hearing  were  forever  destroyed.  During  seven  weeks  of 
pain  and  fever  she  tasted  not  a  morsel  of  food  ;  for  five  months  was  she 
obliged  to  be  kept  in  a  darkened  room  ;  it  was  a  year  before  she  could 
walk  unsupported,  and  two  years  before  she  could  sit  up  all  day.  She 
was  now  four  years  old,  and  as  her  health  and  strength  began  to  be 
established,  she  learned  to  go  about  the  house  and  manifested  a  desire 
to  be  employed  ;  not  by  her  looks,  for  she  was  bliad — not  by  words,  for 
she  was  dumb.  She  could,  it  is  true,  for  a  time  pronounce  the  few 
words  she  had  before  learned ;  but  not  hearing  the  sound  of  her  oivn 
voice,  she  soon  lost  the  command  of  her  articulation — the  sound  an- 
swered not  to  the  thought — the  will  lost  command  of  the  tongue— and 
the  last  articulate  word  she  was  ever  heard  to  utter,  was  "  book !"     But 

*  Julia  Brace,  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind Klrl,  In  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  Mutee,  at  Hartford, 
did  not  euceeed  in  attaining  a  knowledfe  of  the  written  elKne  BlgnlflcatlTe  of  ohjecte.  JuUa  noa- 
•esaed  her  Mn«efl  until  the  age  of  four  years,  and  she  !•  aided  by  a  wnse  of  smell,  sharpened  by 
pracltce,  to  the  acnCaness  of  the  vulture,  while  Laura  has  it  so  imperfectly  as  that  she  may  be  sala 
to  be  without  smell.  James  Mitchell,  whose  case  is  noticed  by  Dugald  Stewart  and  other  philoso- 
phers, did  not  learn  any  system  of  arbitrary  signs,  nor  is  there  any  case  on  record  at  a  person  de^- 
prived  of  sight  and  heailng  sucoaeding  In  doing  so. 
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she  was  not  oniy^  deaf,  and  dumb,  and  blind,  her  isolation  was  still  more 
complete — the  sense  of  smell  was  so  blunted  as  to  be  entirely  useless, 
and  only  affected  by  pungent  odors ;  of  course,  half  the  pleasure  of 
taste  was  gone,  and  she  manifested  indifference  about  the  flavor  of  food. 

'*  It  would  seem  that  in  this  total  darkness — ihis  dreary  stillness — this 
isolation  from  all  communication  with  kindred  spirits,  the  immaterial 
mind  must  have  remained  in  infantile  imbecility,  while  the  body  grew  in 
stature  and  strength,  or  have  attained  a  perception  of  its  loneliness,  only 
to  pine  and  die  at  the  discovery.  But  not  so ;  every  day  she  became 
more  active  and  more  cheerful ;  and  she  is  now  (as  far  as  the  closest 
scrutiny  can  ascertain  the  state  of  her  mind)  not  only  unrepining,  but 
contented  and  happy.  The  sense  of  touch  alone  remains,  and  the  sight 
of  this  unfortunate  girl  fills  one  with  admiration,  not  only  of  the  perfec- 
tibility  of  the  senses,  but  of  the  wonderful  power  of  the  mind  to  adapt 
its  operations  to  any  circumstances  of  its  bodily  tenement — to  put  itself 
in  relation  with  external  things,  and  to  obtain  its  own  stimuli  and  mani- 
fest its  own  emotions  through  the  most  imperfect  media. 

"There  is  the  strongest  evidence  of  a  thirst  for  knowledge — of  an  in- 
ternal, intellectual  want  which  can  be  gratified  only  by  a  new  idea.  Her 
greatest  pleasure  is  to  learn  a  new  stitch — a  new  way  of  knitting  or 
braiding— a  new  word — or  to  discover  the  application  and  use  of  any 
new  thing  ;  and  her  eagerness  to  learn  is  only  equalled  by  the  quickness 
of  perception  which  she  manifests. 

"  There  is  strong  hope  that  if  her  life  be  spared,  the  patient  and  per* 
severing  efforts  of  the  humane,  aided  by  the  ingenuity  and  councils  of 
the  m^,  will  succeed  in  throwing  much  light  into  her  dreary  prison,  and 
be  rewarded  not  only  by  the  satisfaction  of  imparting  happiness,  but  by 
new  views  of  the  operations  of  mind." 


SMALLPOX  AND  VACCINATION. 

[The  following  remarks  are  extracted  from  a  lecture  recently  delivered 
in  Woodstock,  Vt.,  by  Dr.  Palmer,  of  that  place.  Reference  was 
made  to  his  opinions  on  vaccination,  in  the  Journal  for  the  7th  inst.] 

After  all  that  has  been  said  or  can  be  said,  vaccination  is  not  a  perfect 
protection  against  smallpox.     It  is  a  perfect  protection  from  death  or  dao- 

Ser  from  smallpox,  an^  in  most  cases  from  any  symptoms  of  that  disease. 
lut  in  a  certain  proportion  of  cases  vaccinated  persons  are  affected  by 
a  mild  disease  on  being  exposed  to  the  smallpox  contagion.  To  this 
modified  disease  the  name  of  varioloid  has  been  given,  it  is  unlucky 
that  physicians  should  have  coined  this  new  name,  as  it  has,  no  doubt, 
tended  to  perpetuate  the  mistaken  notion  once  entertained  that  it  was 
truly  a  new  disease.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  late  epidemic  in  this 
place  abundant  evidence  has  been  offered  of  the  identity  of  varioloid 
and  smallpox.  The  fact  had  always  been  observed,  that  many  of  the 
nurses  in  the  pest-houses,  who  had  been  through  the  smallpox,  were 
subject  to  a  slight  indisposition  with  more  or  less  of  eruptions,  about  a 
fortnight  after  full  exposure  to  the  variolous  contagion.    But  the  dognoa 
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of  the  schools  had  gone  forth,  that  none  ever  had  this  disease  a  second 
time,  and  these  facts  were  smothered  up  or  got  rid  of,  like  a  multitude 
of  other  facts,  which  militated  against  favorite  dogmas  in  philosophy. 
On  the  first  introduction  of  vaccination  it  was  claimed,  as  it  had  been 
for  smallpox,  that  it  conferred  a  perfect  immunity  from  a  subsequent  at- 
tack of  that  disease.  When  a  more  extended  experiment  developed 
the  fact  that  many  who  had  been  vaccinated  were  liable  to  suffer  from 
symptoms  resembling  smallpox,  the  fact  was  attempted  to  be  explained 
by  the  hypothesis  of  a  genuine  and  spurious  cowpox ;  and  much  was 
said  al)out  the  period  at  which  the  vaccine  matter  should  be  taken  for 
inoculation,  h  however  soon  appeared  that  those  who  had  the  most 
unequivocal  evidence  of  genuine  and  effectual  vaccination,  were  liable 
to  the  attack  of  this  new  malady^  as  it  was  then  called,  by  the  zealous 
friends  of  vaccination,  who  alleged  that  varioloid  had  recently  been 
imported  from  India,  the  great  storehouse,  real  or  imaginary,  of  every 
pestilence  which,  since  the  period  of  authentic  history,  has  desolated 
the  western  nations.  * 

It  is  impossible,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  to  say  what 
proportion  of  those,  who  have  been  properly  vaccinated,  will  have  vario* 
loidal  symptoms  on  being  exposed  to  smallpox. 

By  those  who  take  the  most  unfavorable  view  of  the  matter,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  vaccination  disarms  smallpox  of  all  its  terrors — that,  although 
one  in  ten,  or  less,  or  more,  may  have  some  of  the  slighter  symptoms  of 
the  disease,  yet  there  is  no  secondary  fever,  no  pitting,  no  fetor,  and  no 
danger.  Another  important  question,  which  cannot  at  present  be  satis- 
factorily settled,  is,  whether  the  protective  power  of  vaccination  is  on 
the  decline.  The  more  general  opinion  of  those  who  have  examined 
the  subject  is,  that  this  is  the  case — that  a  larger  proportion  of  those 
who  have  been  vaccinated  within  the  last  few  years  have  varioloid,  than 
of  those  wIk)  were  subjects  of  the  disease  immediately  after  its  introduc- 
tion. But,  however  this  question  may  be  settled,  it  does  not  in  the 
least  affect  the  main  conclusion  of  the  immense  value  of  this  protection. 
Some  wise  men,  by  a  process  of  hypothesis-building,  have  arrived  at 
the  conclusion,  that  the  vaccine  protection  will  wear  out,  or  fade  out  of 
the  system  in  seven  years,  or  fourteen  years,  or  at  the  age  of  puberty, 
or  at  some  other  period,  which  they  have  made  out  by  their  learning. 
But  facts  are  against  all  such  conclusions.  Many  persons  who  were 
vaccinated  thirty-five  yeai-s  ago,  have  been  freely  exposed  to  smallpox, 
during  the  late  epidemic,  without  a  single  instance  of  infection  ;  while 
all  the  cases  of  varioloid  occurred  in  persons  whose  vaccination  was 
comparatively  recent.  One  of  the  proofs  of  the  identity  of  smallpox 
and  varioloid  is  the  fact,  abundantly  substantiated,  that  persons  laboring 
under  the  latter  affection  communicate  the  former,  sometimes  in  its 
worst  form.  A  most  interesting  question,  prowing  out  of  this  fact,  is, 
under  what  circumstances  can  this  communication  be  made  ?  Many  of 
tbe  cases  of  varioloid  are  so  mild  as  scarcely  to  confine  the  subject  of  it 
to  his  room  for  an  hour.  A  slight  headache,  perhaps  a  chill,  and  trifling 
disturtiance  of  the  stomach,  is  all  that  is  felt.  To  these  symptoms  of 
th€  lowest  grade  of  tbe  disease  is  superadded,  in  all  tbe  cases  of  nnj 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


106  Dr.  MarshdU  HaU  m  Tubercle. 

greater  severity,  more  or  less  of  an  eruption  ;  sometimes  two  or  three 
red  pimples,  which  are  visible  for  a  day  and  then  fade,  without  even 
rising  above  the  level  of  the  skin,  or  assuming  the  vesicular  appearance. 
It  is  probable  that  these  cases  will  not  communicate  smallpox — probable, 
but  not  certain.  We  have  no  recorded  and  authenticated  facts  on  this 
point,  and  on  all  this  subject  facts  are  everything,  opinions  not  founded 
on  fact  a  little  worse  than  nothing. 


DR.  MARSHALL   HALL  ON  TUBERCLE. 

[Continned  from  page  57.] 

Gentlemen  : — The  greater  part  of  my  last  lecture  was  occupied  with  a 
translation  of  a  MS.  from  my  friend,  M.  Louis,  of  Paris.  It  is  a  docu- 
ment which  cannot  fail  to  excite  your  admiration,  li  is  the  result  of 
immense  labor  on  the  part  of  a  man  of  unparalleled  scientific  accuracy, 
probity  and  truth.  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  there  are  profligates  in 
scientHic,  as  well  as  in  pecuniary  matters.  From  such  we  turn  with  inef- 
fable delight  to  such  an  elevated  and  noble  example  as  M.  Louis.  It  is 
principally  from  this  document  that  I  would  draw  a  few  inferences  in 
reference  to  the  question  of 

HI.  The  Belation  of  Tubercle  with  Inflammation, — There  have 
been  perpetual  disputes  amongst  pathologists  upon  this  question.  M. 
Broussais  asserts  the  affirmative ;  M.  Louis  the  negative ;  and  physi- 
cians generally  are  divided  in  their  opinions  upon  this  point ;  in  a  word, 
it  has  been  distinctly  seen  that  there  is  a  connection  between  tubercle 
and  inflammation,  and  yet  the  real  nature  of  that  connection  has  not 
been  detected. 

1  think  it  will  appear  obvious  to  you,  from  the  facts  which  I  shall 
now  adduce,  that  tubercle  is  not  a  simple  effect  of  inflammation.  I 
think  it  will  be  equally  obvious  that  tubercle  is  not,  in  its  pristine  condi- 
tion, a  cause  of  inflammation.  What,  in  fact,  are  the  signs  of  inflam- 
mation? Redness,  tumor,  enlarged  capillaries,  and  minute  arteries,  ef- 
fusion of  serum,  eflfusion  of  lymph.  Do  these  phenomena,  or  any  of 
them,  uniformly  attend  the  development,  the  existence  of  tubercle  ?  I 
believe  not. 

Nay,  the  very  commonest  results  of  inflammation — the  effusion  of 
serum,  or  of  lymph,  do  not  take  place  at  the  moment  that  tubercle  is 
deposited,  or  during  the  crude  state  of  this  morbid  deposit  It  is  true 
that  tubercle  is  described  as  being  sometimes  encysted.  But  in  the 
whole  course  of  M.  Louis's  inquiries  he  found  encysted  tubercle  but  once  / 
In  addition  to  this  fact  1  may  observe,  that  the  bronchial  tubes,  the  cel- 
lular texture  of  the  lungs,  adjacent  to  crude  tubercles,  and  the  pleura 
covering  them,  do  not  display  any  marks  of  inflammation.  The  first 
are  free  from  redness  or  other  inflammatory  aflfection  of  their  mucous 
membrane ;  the  second  is  free  from  consolidation  ;  and  the  last  from  the 
deposite  of  albumino-fibrine,  or  lymph. 

1  may,  therefore,  conclude  that  the  formation  and  presence  of  tuber* 
cles  are  unattended  by  the  usual  eflfects  of  inflammation.  What,  then, 
is  the  relation  between  these  two  pathological  conditions  ?-^^^i^ 
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Tubercle,  when  quite  crude  and  simple,  has  no  connection  with  in- 
flammation. It  is  only  when  tubercle  begins  to  soften  that  it  becomes 
as  ^foreign  body  in  the  economy,  exciting,  like  a  thorn  in  the  cutane- 
ous, or  like  a  bullet  in  the  muscular,  textures,  or  like  the  pus  of  an  ordi- 
nary abscess,  inflammation  with  its  train  of  consequences.  Tubercle 
induces  inflammation  as  it  softens  ;  it  induces  the  adhesive  and  the  ul- 
cerative ulceration  ;Mt  induces  the  formation  of  a  cyst,  lining  the  cavity 
which  it  leaves ;  these  cavities  are  covered  by  firm  layers  of  lymph  de- 
posited upon  the  surface  of  the  pleura.  The  process  of  ulceration  pro- 
ceeds, and  sometimes  we  have  even  ptrforation. 

The  bronchial  tubes  adjacent  to  tubercles  are  pale  and  uninflated ; 
the  bronchial  tubes  continuous  with  tuberculous  cavities  are  red  and  af- 
fected with  inflammation. 

The  pleura  over  tubercles  is  free  from  adhesions,  free  from  the  efllects 
and  evidences  of  inflammation  ;  the  pleura  over  cavities  is  defended  by 
layers  of  albumino-flbrine,  firm,  difiused,  and  sometimes  of  a  cartilagin- 
ous hardness. 

And  now,  Gentlemen,  I  think  you  perceive  clearly  the  true  relation 
between  inflammation  and  tuberculous  disease.  Tuberdle  is  deposited 
from  the  influence  of  constitutional  causes,  and  is  neither  effect  or  cause 
of  inflammation.  Softened  tubercle  is  a  foreign  body,  and  the  exciting 
cause  of  inflammatory  processes,  in  the  same  manner  as  ordinary  pus ; 
the  case  of  perforation  is  precisely  that  of  the  progress  of  abscess  ;  it  is 
a  less  frequent  event  than  it  would  otherwise  be,  on  account  of  the  firm 
layers  of  lymph  deposited  by  another  inflammatory  process  upon  the 
superjacent  pleura.  Through  these  layers  of  lymph  softened  tubercles 
do  occasionally  penetrate,  however,  like  the  pus  in  ordinary  abscess,  and 
have  passed  into  the  sac  of  the  pleura,  and  even  to  the  external  surface 
of  the  thorax. 

I  must  now  introduce  another  interesting  topic  to  your  notice  in  refer- 
ence to  tubercles  ;  it  is  that  of 

IV.  The  Diffusion  of  Tubercle. — Whilst  inflammation  is  frequently, 
nay,  generally,  confined  to  one  texture,  organ,  or  cavity,  tubercle  is  apt 
to  be  diflfused — to  afifect  several  textures  and  organs  at  the  same  time. 

The  degree  of  frequency  in  which  tubercles  occur  in  the  diflTerent  or- 
gans, is  represented  in  the  following  table  of  M.  Louis,  which  is  founded 
upon  358  post-mortem  examinations.     Tubercle  existed  in  the 

Lungs  in  all  the  cases  except  one 

Small  intestine        <^  one  third 
Mesenteric  glands  *^  one  ninth 
Large  intestine       "  one  fourth 
Cervical  glands      ''  one  tenth 
Lumbar  glands       '^  one  twelfth 
*    Prostate  ''  one  thirteenth 

Spleen  "  one  twentieth 

Kidneys  "  one  fortieth 

Cerebrum  ;  cerebellum ;    spinal    marrow ;    uterus ;  urethra 
— io  one  case  only.  , 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


lOQ  Jh,  ManhaU  HM  on  TubercU. 

This  tqble  is  full  of  interest,  and  deserves  to  be  carefully  studied  ;  it 
is  only  in  the  lungs  that  tubercles  exist  alone. 

The  Uft  lung  and  the  upper  lobe  appear  to  be  the  most  prone  to  the 
development  of  this  disease.  In  seven  cases,  observed  by  M.  Louis,  in 
which  the  tubercles  were  confined  to  one  lobe,  they  existed  in  the  left  lobe 
alone,  jn  five ;  in  the  right,  in  two  only.  The  grey  granulations,  tuber- 
cles, cavities,  are  all  more  frequent,  nutnerous,  and  advanced,  in  the  entire 
upper  lobe,  than  in  the  lower  lobe,  but  especially  at  its  apex  ;  the  for- 
mer is  sometimes  impermeable  to  the  air,  whilst  the  latter  is  still  subser- 
vient to  respiration.  In  38  cases,  M.  Louis  observed  this  fact  28  times 
in  the  left  lung,  and  10  times  only  in  the.  right.  In  8  cases  of  perfora- 
tion of  the  pleura,  7  were  also  observed  in  the  left  lung. 

There  are  several  questions  of  considerable  interest  still  to  be  deter- 
mined by  future  observation :  a  first  is,  in  what  proportion  of  the  cases  of 
phthisis  are  the  tubercles  confined  to  the  lungs  ?  a  second,  in  what  pro- 
portion of  cases  of  tuberculous  affection,  is  the  disease  predominant  ia 
the  mesenteric  glands  ?  a  third  relates  to  the  proportion  of  cases  ia 
which  tubercle  is  diffused  over  many  organs,  cavities,  surfaces,  8ic. 

I  shall  now  briefly  state  an  important  law,  and  some  important  iacta 
deduced  by  M.  Louis  from  his  observations  upon  this  disease:— 

L  M.  Louis  has  ascertained,  from  the  analysis  and  comparison  of 
358  cases,  of  which  137  were  cases  of  death  from  phthisis,  and  40  from 
oth^r  diseases,  that  tubercles  never  occur  in  any  organ  in  the  body,  after 
the  age  of  fifteen,  except  in  cases  in  which  they  also  exist  in  the  lungs. 

%  A  second  deduction  of  M.  Louis  is,  that 'ulcerations  of  the  epi- 
glottis, the  larynx,  or  the  trachea,  are  not  observed  in  any  chronic  dis- 
ease, except  phthisis  (tubercles)  and  syphilis. 

3.  A  third  deduction  relates  to  the  existence  of  ulcerations  of  Peyer's 
glands,  which  are  only  found,  in  chronic  diseases,  in  connection  with  tu- 
bercles in  the  lungs. 

4.  A  similar  deduction  relates  to  chronic  peritonitis,  chronic  from  the 
beginning. 

5.  A  fifth  deduction  from  the  observations  of  M.  Louis  is,  that  the 
affection  termed  fatly  liver,  is  almost  exclusively  a  complication  of  pul- 
ibonary  tubercle. 

Such  are  the  results  of  the  original  researches  of  M.  Louis ;  they  re- 
late to  ages  beyond  that  of  15.  M.  Lombard  has  pursued  the  inquiry  in 
reference  to  infancy  and  the  earlier  periods  of  life : — 

L  Tubercles  are  very  rare  in  the  foetus  and  in  the  early  months 
after  birth. 

S.  They  become  rather  more  frequent  towards  the  age  of  four  years ; 
and  exceedingly  so  from  four  to  five. 

3.  They  again  become  less  frequent  after  the  age  of  five  years  to 
diat  of  puberty. 

4.  After  puberty,  tubercle  again  becomes  more  frequent,  but  in  the 
lungs  only. 

It  is  further  ascertained  that  tubercles  are  more  diflfused,  and  more 
frequently  occur  in  other  orgaos,  without  affectk^  the  lungs,  in  iofaocj 
than  in  adult  age. 
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They  also  exist  io  the  farious  oi^ds  in  a  different  proportion  ;  out  of 
100  cases,  for  instance,  tubercles  occurred  iu  the  mesenteric  glands  in 
31,  and  in  the  intestines  in  9. 

M.  Andral  has  deduced  from  his  own  observations  that  men  are  more 
subject  to  tubercles  from  the  age  of  21  to  that  of  28,  while  females  are 
more  exposed  to  this  disease  before  the  age  of  20. 

M.  Andral  observes  that  after  the  age  of  puberty  the  term  tubercle 
becomes  nearly  synonymous  with  phthisis.  I  have,  however,  traced  the 
symptoms  and  appearances  of  tuberculous  disease  in  the  abdomen,  in 
many  cases  after  the  age  of  15,  and  especially  between  that  period  of 
life  and  the  age  of  25.     In  one  interesting  case,  the  patient  was  35. 

There  is  one  other  observation  which  1  have  made : — I  have  seen 
phthisis  in  several  members  of  one  family,  and  abdominal  tubercles  the 
predominant  disease  in  those  of  another.  So  that  not  only  the  disease, 
but  its  form  and  seat,  would  appear  to  be  derived  from  hereditary 
tendency. 

[To  be  continued.]  ' 


SURGICAL  CASES. 

!OcR  correspondent  has  certainly  furnished  some  very  singular  cases, 
or  which  we  make  our  acknowledgments.  That  which  relates  to  litho- 
tomy, purports  to  have  been  performed,  in  the  most  culpable  manner, 
by  a  surgeon  who  has  long  been  distinguished  for  manual  adroitness  and 
succcess  in  his  operations — whose  name  and  fame  have  for  many  years 
been  familiar  to  us.  Fearing  that  there  is  something  enigmatical  in  the 
report,  or  some  possible  mistake,  either  on  our  own  part  in  reading  the 
manuscript,  or  in  the  writer,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  erasing  the 
name  of  the  surgeon.  The  author  of  the  communication  being  an  en- 
tire stranger,  he  will  not  consider  us  unnecessarily  cautious  in  regard  to 
the  feelings  or  character  of  one  whom  we  have  always  respected  as  a 
man  of  science,  a  gentleman,  and  a  worthy  citizen  of  the  State  of  New 
York.— Ed.] 

To  tke  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — I  here  enclose  two  or  three  cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  ob- 
servation, which,  if  you  should  think  them  worthy  of  notice,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  dispose  of  as  you  may  think  proper.         Tours,  &c., 
Oswego,  JN.  r.,  Jan.  27<A,  1838.  P.  H.  Hurd. 

Case  I. — Spina  Bifida. 
10th  March,  1835,  I  was  called  to  see  a  female  child,  two  months 
old,  laboring  under  spina  bifida.  She  was  healthy  and  rugged,  the  general 
functions  natural,  with  free  use  of  all  the  limbs.  The  tumor  was  situat- 
ed over  the  sixth  and  seventh  dorsal  vertebrae,  semi-transparent,  two 
inches  lateral  diameter,  one  and  a  half  vertical,  and  three  fourths  elevat- 
ed. On  examining,  found  an  opening  between  the  above  vertebre,  suf- 
fident  to  admit  the  end  of  the  finger.     It  occasioned  much  uneasiness 
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during  pressure  ;  had  increased  one  third  since  birth.  I  considered  it  a 
fair  case  to  attempt  a  cure.  Punctured  the  integuments  with  a  spear- 
pointed  needle,  and  let  it  ooze  half  an  ounce  of  transparent  fluid  re- 
sembling serum ;  applied  a  compress  and  bandage,  moderately  tight,  and 
put  her  to  bed  ;  gave  an  anodyne.  11th,  found  her  quiet;  had  rested 
very  well  through  the  night ;  the  fluid  accumulating  ;  ordered  a  dose  of 
ol.  ricini.  12th,  comfortable  ;  the  tumor  near  its  full  size.  Punctured 
as  before,  took  one  ounce,  reapplied  the  compress  and  bandage.  15th, 
quite  easy  ;  tumor  about  its  usual  size.  Opened  it  and  let  one  ounce  ; 
tightened  up  the  bandage.  19th,  had  been  somewhat  uneasy  ;  not 
quite  the  usual  quantity  of  fluid.  Punctured  and  let  the  same  quantity. 
21st,  less  voluminous ;  symptoms  quiet.  Let  all  the  fluid  out  (about 
one  and  a  half  ounce)  ;  applied  a  pledget  of  soft  linen,  spread  with  ba- 
silicon,  and  over  this  adapted  a  truss,  the  pad  shaped  to  cover  the 
whole  tumor,  and  depress  it  in  its  centre.  This  created  much  uoeaa- 
ness  ;  slight  subsultus.  Removed  it  after  it  had  been  on  one  hour  ;  di- 
rected it  to  be  reapplied  one  liour  after,  and  continued  till  the  uneasi- 
ness returned,  and  follow  up  the  removing  and  applying  as  she  could 
best  bear  it.  22(1,  had  been  able  to  wear  the  truss  about  four  hours  in 
the  twenty-four ;  showed  some  appearance  of  inflammation.  Left  the 
truss  oflT  one  day,  and  substituted  the  compress  and  bandage.  23d,  re- 
applied the  truss,  and  left  discretionary  power  to  remove  and  reapply  as 
the  exigences  might  be. 

Suffice  to  say,  after  three  weeks,  alternating  its  use,  it  became  bear- 
able constantly  ;  the  skin  began  to  contract  and  thicken,  appeared  par- 
tially opaque ;  the  volume  gradually  diminishing,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  months  from  the  application  of  the  truss,  a  strong  cicatrice  bad 
fbrmed  over  and  obliterated  the  opening  almost  entirely.  Continued  the 
application  one  month  longer,  and  discharged  her  cured.  She  is  at  this 
time  well  and  healthy,  and  as  strong  in  her  back  and  limbs  as  any  other 
child. 

1  have  another  similar  case,  with  this  diOerence,  the  child  is  six 
months  old,  the  integuments  thicker,  and  opaque  tumor  between  the  last 
dorsal  and  Grst  lumbar  vertebrae,  in  which  the  same  course  of  treatment  * 
is  now  pursuing  ;  and  I  have  reason,  from  present  appearances,  to  think 
that  it  will  ultimately  succeed,  though  it  will  require  much  perseverance 
and  time.  These  are  the  only  cases,  out  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  that  have 
fallen  under  my  observation,  which  could  promise  the  least  hope  of 
success. 

Case  II. — Operation  for  (he  Stone,  on  a  Fetnah. 

This  case  presents  a  novel  method  of  operating  on  the  female  for 
urinary  calculi.  I  say  novel,  for  I  am  sure  neither  common  sense  nor 
the  darkened  ages  of  the  profession  would  ever  have  sanctioned  such  a 
plan.  The  patient,  a  widow,  about  35,  of  "  easy  virtue"  and  consti- 
tution somewhat  impaired  by  a  disease  previously  contracted,  found 
herself  laboring  under  symptoms  of  urinary  calculi.  Nothing  peculiar 
was  exhibited  but  what  is  consonant  with  said  malady.     In  July  last, 

Dr. was  called  to  operate  in  the   presence  of  myself  and  Drs- 

Mower  and  Baker.    The  patient  was  placed  as  is  usual  for  the  opera- 
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tiOD.  An  excavated  piece  of  wood  was  introduced  per  vaginam,  to 
press  back  (as  the  operator  suggested)  the  matrix,  to  avoid  wounding  it, 
and  supported  by  an  assistant.  The  grooved  staff  was  next  introduced, 
and  the  beak  of  the  largest  sized  gorget  applied  to  the  groove  ahTiost  half 
an  inch  anterior  to  the  ori6ce  of  the  urethra.  The  gorget  was  then  firmly 
carried  back  in  the  groove  near  four  inches,  severing  the  urethra  and 
about  three  and  a  half  inches  of  the  bladder.  The  forceps  were  next 
introduced,  and  the  stone  grasped,  but  owing  to  its  soft  consistence  it 
was  crushed  and  a  small  fragment  only  brought  away.  Then  with  the 
thumb,  two  first  fingers,  and  scoop,  the  remaining  part,  with  some  coagu- 
la,  was  removed.  The  size  of  the  calculi  was  about  that  of  a  hickory 
nut.  The  patient  was  put  to  bed  apparently  comfortable.  The  opera- 
tor desired  me  to  take  charge  of  her.  I  declined,  knowing  full  well 
what  would  be  the  sequel,  and  wishing  to  prevent  his  saddling  censure, 
by  pleading  subsequent  mal-treatment.  It  resulted  as  might  be  ex- 
pected ;  neither  the  urethra  nor  bladder  has  united,  nor  ever  will,  but 
will  leave  the  patient  to  linger  out  a  *'  loathsome  existence  "  (as  she  terms 
it)  far  more  intolerable  than  that  of  her  previous  malady.  I  have  been 
informed  that  this  is  his  usual  method  of  operating,  with  similar  results. 
Now  I  would  ask,  in  the  name  of  charity,  does  not  the  dividing  of  the 
urethra  perfectly  destroy  all  chance  of  recovery  ?  Can  there  be  a 
canula  or  any  other  apparatus  applied  and  retained,  to  convey  the  urine 
away,  obviating  its  infiltration  through  the  preternatural  opening  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Then  the  consequences  must  be  obvious.  Is  there  any  au- 
thority, saying  nothing  about  common  sense,  in  the  matter  ? 

I  should  not  have  sketched  this  case,  were  it  not  for  the  circumstance 
of  its  author  standing  before  the  public  as  one  whose  duty  it  should  be 
to  lead  us' into  the  enlightened  paths  of  science,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
auflfering  humanity. 

Case  III. — Ramping  Surgery! 

This  is  a  case  that  fell  under  my  observation  last  March,  where  at- 
tempts at  accouchment  were  made  by  a  miserable  tyro,  whose  stupidity 
was  only  commensurate  with  his  ignorance.  It  was  in  his  own  family. 
The  woman  was  of  middle  age,  good  constitution,  regulariy  formed. 
She  was  taken  with  labor  for  the  fifth  time,  and  after  a  lapse  of  several 
hours  a  seat  was  prepared  on  the  side  of  the  bed,  on  which  she  was 
placed.  The  husband  being  seated,  on  examination,  found  the  right 
band  presenting.  He  made  forcible  extension  on  this,  but  could  not 
succeed.  The  pains  becoming  insuflferable,  he  noosed  a  piece  of  a  bed- 
cord  around  the  wrist  of  the  child,  and  placing  his  foot  against  the  bed- 
stead and  fundament  of  the  patient,  straightened  back,  with  "  might  and 
main"  till  the  arm  gave  way,  letting  the  operator,  with  his  chair,  over 
upon  the  floor,  the  arm  flying  to  the  backside  of  the  room.  (What  a  fig- 
ure for  the  pencil  of  a  Hogarth  I)  This  rather  dampened  his  zeal,  and  he 
started  after  a  regular  accoucheur  ;  but  just  as  the  latter  arrived,  nature 
had  expelled  the'  foetus  without  aid,  by  producing  a  spontaneous  evolu- 
tion, and  giving  the  head  a  natural  position.  The  child  appeared  large 
and  sprightly.  ,  The  father  was  directed  to  send  immediately  for  a  sur- 
geon, and  see  what  was  to  be  done.     He  deferred  eight  hours  (probably 
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ID  hopes  that  death  would  aid  in  cloaking  his  infamy),  at  which  time  he 
called  on  me.  I  found  the  arm  horribly  mutilated  ;  the  humerus  had  given 
way  one  inch  above  the  elbow  joint ;  the  skin  at  the  shoulders,  the  mus- 
cles, tendons,  nerves,  and  bloodvessels,  yielded  at  their  weaker  points  ; 
some  oozing  of  blood.  I  amputated  at  the  shoulder  joint,  drew  the  iii« 
tegufiients  together,  which  united  readily,  and  discharged  him  io  four- 
teen days,  well.     He  is  now  a'  healthy  and  sprightly  child. 

I  mention  this  case,  as  well  to  exhibit  how  much  the  fcetus  will  suffer 
io  utero  with  impunity,  and  what  nature  will  do  in  accomplishing  her 
purposes  without  interference,  as  to  show  to  what  extremes  such  igno* 
rant  pretenders  will  go  in  carrying  out  their  presumption.  1  can  cheer- 
fully say  that  there  are  but  very  few  parallel  cases  on  record,  where 
there  is  so  much  turpitude  of  heart  and  wanton  depravity  as  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  above  case. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL- 
BOSTON,    MARCH   21,    J838. 


STATE    LUNATIC    HOSPITAL. 

The  fifth  annual  report  of  this  admirable  institution  has  been  published 
at  the  expense  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  its  character  of  a  medical 
document,  it  is  so  important,  that  we  confess  ourselves  in  a  dilemma  in 
relation  to  the  portions  which  should  be  selected  as  specimens,  for  those 
who  cannot  have  access  to  the  whole.  As  in  former  years,  the  tahular 
arrangement  of  the  patients  at  once  enables  the  reader  to  understand  the 
precise  condition  of  every  individual  in  the  hospital,  accompanied  by  a 
succinct  biographical  sketch  of  each,  in  the  fewest  words. 

Dr.  Woodward  says,  triumphantly,  and  justly  too,  '*  Another  year  of 
prosperity  is  added  to  the  records  of  the  hospital,  and  we  here  present 
our  annual  tabular  view,  which  will  show  what  has  transpired  in  our 
wards  for  the  past  year,  and  in  what  condition  we  commence  another. 

^' In  less  than  five  years,  we  have  received  six  hundred  and  stveniy'" 
eight  patients,  making  more  than  what  is  equal  to  an  entire  change 
every  year. 

'^  We  have  sent  back  to  society  and  their  friends,  a  large  number  en- 
tirely restored  to  health  and  a  sound  mind,  and  many  more  whose 
condition  has  b^n  essentially  improved.  With  this  large  number  of  the 
insane,  many  of  whom  were  furious  and  dangerous,  so  as  to  make  it  quite 
unsafe  that  they  should  be  at  large,  we  have  been  preserved  from  any 
serious  accident  and  from  dangerous  disease. " 

During  1837,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  patients — ninety-four  of 
whom  were  males,  and  seventy-four  females — were  admitted  into  the  hos- 
pital. When  the  last  year  closed,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  remained 
of  the  former  inmates,  which,  with  the  new  entries,  makes  a  total  of  those 
under  medical  treatment  in  the  year,  of  three  hundred  and  six.  In 
the  same  period  there  were  nine  deaths,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  in  thir- 
ty-four. 

Here  follow  the  author's  observatioDs  on  the  fifteen  tebles  contained 
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in  the  report,  with  various  practical  and  philosophical  remarks  upon  in« 
sanity,  which  are  entitled  to  particular  consideration  as  the  results  of  a 
critical  analysis  of  the  diseased  mind,  by  one  whose  sole  occupation  is 
directed  to  that  one  subject,  under  the  highest  advanta<;es.  As  it  is  not 
now  convenient  to  copy  extensively,  we  shall  only  introduce  the  follow- 
ing per  centage  of  recoveries,  presuming  that  free  draAs  made  upon  the 
report  hereafter,  will  be  acceptable. 

'*  The  recoveries  from  insanity  arising  from  intemperance,  are  about 
fifty  per  cent.  ;  arising  from  domestic  afflictions,  something  more  than 
jyiy-five  per  cent.  ;  arising  from  ill-health,  something  more  than  nxty-hco 
per  cent.  ;  from  religious  causes,  about  jyty-iwo  per  cent.  ;  from  mas* 
turbation,  about  thirteen  per  cent." 

Dr.  Woodward's  views  on  what  is  denominated  moralifuanUy^  will  be 
well  received.  He  touches  another  department,  insanity  from  religious 
causes,  with  extreme  delicacy,  yet  with  a  firmness  and  discretion  that 
meet  our  warmest  approbation.  We  recollect  the  circumstance,  as  one 
of  the  happiest  in  our  life,  that  we  had  the  opportunity  of  acting  official- 
ly, in  the  legislature,  to  forward  Dr.  Woodward's  project  of  erecting  a 
chapel  exclusively  for  the  insane,  which,  say  the  Trustees,  ^'  is  believed 
to  be  thejirti  house  of  worship  ever  erected  exclusively  for  the  tnsane." 


JVei0  Magnetic  Electrical  Machine, — Dr.  Charles  G.  Page,  late  of  Sa- 
lem, now  of  this  city,  has  invented  a  new  magneto-electrical  machine, 
which  furnishes  a  galvanic  power  equivalent  to  that  from  a  deflagrator 
of  100  pairs  of  .plates  of  common  size.  We  see  no  reason  why  this  in- 
strument will  not  supersede  entirely  the  galvanic  battery  in  the  laboratory 
of  the  chemist,  and  for  all  other  purposes.  Faradoy  was  the  first  to  discov- 
er the  means  of  developing  galvanism  by  the  action  of  the  common  steel 
magnet,  but  Dr.  Page  will  have  the  honor  of  having  first  rendered  thia 
discovery  useful  to  the  scientific  world.  Within  a  few  years  a  variety  of 
magneto-electric  machines  have  been  contrived  in  Europe,  illustrative  of 
Faraday's  important  discovery  ;  but  they  are  useless,  except  as  matters^ 
of  pleasing  interest,  from  the  fact  that  the  elements  of  bodies  to  be  de- 
composed could  not  be  obtained  separate,  there  being  always  two  oppos- 
ing galvanic  currents.  In  the  apparatus  contrived  by  Dr.  Page,  the  cur- 
rent is  a  single  and  constant  one  of  great  power,  and  the  elements  of  all 
decomposable  bodies  are  rendered  separate  and  at  their  appropriate  poles.. 
The  shock  from  thir  instrument  is  far  greater  than  that  from  a  hundred 
pairs,  and  it  would,  doubtless,  kill  a  large  animal.  We  understand  that 
a  full  and  accurate  description  of  this  machine  will  be  given  in  the  com- 
ing April  No.  of  Silliman's  Journal. 


OssiJieaHon  of  the  Vitreous  Humor.-— In  the  6th  No.  of  the  18th  VoL 
of  this  Journal,  is  recorded  a  case  of  ossification  of  the  vitreous  humor 
in  two  eyes  taken  from  the  same  subject.  Other  examples  are  mention- 
ed in  works  on  diseases  of  the  eye.  In  one  case,  says  Mr.  Wardro{» 
(vide  Essays  on  the  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the  human  Eye),  '*  Besides  the 
capsule  of  the  lens  being  ossified,  I  found  several  large  but  thin  scales  of 
bony  matter,  dispersed  in  an  irregular  manner  throughout  the  vitreous 
humor,  which,  in  all  probability,  were  ossifications  of  the  hyaloid  mem- 
brane. In  another  eye,  extensively  disorganized  by  serious  disease,  and 
•Iirunk,  the  cavity  of  the  globe  within  the  choroid  and  iris,  was  occupied 
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by  an  irregularly-shaped  bony  mass,  composed  of  two  distinct  portions, 
slightly  connected.  The  anterior  was  spherical,  and  consisted  of  a  thin 
hollow  shell  of  bone  ;  it  appeared  to  be  the  capsule  of  the  lens  ossified. 
The  other  occupied  the  situatron  of  (he  vitreous  humor  ;  and  from  the 
inequality  of  it^  surface,  being  composed  of  numerous  osseous  laminae 
irregularly  disposed,  1  conceived  it  to  be  portions.of  the  hyaloid  mem* 
brane  ossified."  A  similar  case  is  related  by  Morgagni,  and  another  bj 
Scarpa.  Colored  plates,  representing  these  ossifications,  accompany  the 
very  valuable  work  above  referred  to.  It  has  been  observed,  that  most 
of  the  textures  belonging  to  the  eye,  if  not  all  of  them,  have  been  found 
converted  into  bone,  more  or  less  extensively  ;  the  change  having  seldoRi 
been  observed,  excepting  in  eyes  which  had  been  seriously  disorganized 
by  acute  inflammation  many  years  before  death,  and  had  then  remained 
collapsed  and  shrunk,  or  at  all  events  deprived  of  vision.  The  subject, 
therefore,  generally  speaking,  is  of  no  practical  importance,  but  is  not 
undeserving  of  the  attention  of  the  morbid  anatomist. 


Blind  Institution. — The  philosophical  reader  will  find  much  to  interest 
him  in  the  history  of  a  little  girl  belonging  to  this  institution,  copied  in 
detail  in  this  day's  Journal.  Here  is  an  individual  giving  conclusive 
evidence  of  being  in  possession  of  a  mind,  operating  independently  of 
those  organs  of  sense  on  which  its  very  powers,  nay,  existence,  as  some 
affirm,  necessarily  depend.  She  neither  hears,  sees,  speaks,  or  smells  ; 
touch  and  taste  are  the  only  avenues  through  which  she  holds  communi- 
cation with  the  world.  And  were  these  taken  away,  is  it  likely  that  the 
body  would  be  reduced  to  vegetable  life,  bereft  of  its  now  presiding,  con- 
trolling power  of  intellect  ?  To  the  metaphysician,  we  recommend  the 
consideration  of  this  individual  case,  and  ask  him  to  solve  the  question  if 
he  can — what  would  be  the  condition  of  her  intellect,  were  touch  and 
taste  taken  away  ? 


Louisville  Medical  Institute. — On  the  2d  inst.  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  was  conferred  on  twenty-four  gentlemen,  who  had  undergone 
satisfactory  examination  and  submitted  theses  on  various  subjects.  The 
honorary  degree  was  conferred  on  S.  C.  M'Whirter,  of  Wilson  Co., 
Tenn.,  and  J.  M.  Talbot,  of  Louisville,  Ky. 


Smallpox  among  the  Indians. — The  Globe  publishes  a  letter  from  Gen. 
William  Clark,  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Lewis,  giv- 
ing the  most  melancholy  description  of  the  ravages  of  the  smallpox 
among  the  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  Upper  Missouri.  The  Mandans, 
consisting  of  one  thousand  persons,  had  been  reduced,  by  the  scourfre, 
to  thirty-one.  Of  the  Gros  Ventres^  or  Minetarees — a  tribe  of  1000 
strong — one  half  had  perished,  and  the  disease  was  still  raging.  The  Ri- 
caras  tribe,  numbering  about  three  thousand,  had  been  reduced  one  half 
at  the  last  dates.  Most  of  those  that  survived,  subsequently  commit- 
ted suicide — some  by  shooting  or  stabbing,  and  some  by  throwing  them* 
selves  from  the  high  precipices  along  the  Missouri.  The  great  band  of 
Assinneboins,  say  10,000  strong,  and  the  Creeks,  numbering  about  3000, 
have  been  almost  annihilated.  The  disease  had  reached  the  Blackfeet, 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  -y  a  band  of  1000  lodges  had  been  swept  off^ 
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and  the  disease  was  rapidly  spreading  among  the  diflferent  hands  of  that 
great  tribe,  numbering  about  60,000  souls.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  this  deplorable  tnteliigence  at  Washington,  measures  were  adopted  by 
the  proper  authorities  to  afford  alleviation,  and  if  possible  to  prevent  the 
further  spread  of  the  scourge. 


Bloodletling  in  Turkey. — All  unnecessary  spilling  of  blood  is  rigidly 
forbidden  by  the  Koran,  notwithstanding  which,  the  Turkish  surgeons  do 
sometimes  draw  blood  immoderately.  Scarification,  or  rather  cupping,  is 
a  frequent  and  favorite  remedy  in  many  diseases,  and  is  performed  in  the 
primitive  fashion,  originally  common  amongst  uncivilized  nations,  and 
still  not  quite  obsc^ete  in  the  highlands  and  islands  of  Scotland,  viz.,  by 
making  an  incision  with  a  razor  and  using  the  mouth  and  a  sheep's  horn- 
as  an  exhausting  means  for  extracting  the  blood.  Venesection  is  also- 
in  frequent  use,  and  is  performed  by  means  of  a  round-pointed  lancet 
contained  in  a  sheath,  from  which  it  is  projected,  by  means  of  a  bow  or 
spring,  to  a  certain  depth  into  the  skin. 


Medical  Appointments  in  the  Aari/. — Geo.  Climer,  Isaac  Brinckerhoff^ 
Wm.  M.  Wood,  J.  Vaughan  Smith,  Jones  W.  Plumer,  Solomon  Sharp, 
Daniel  Egbert,  Amos  G.  Gambrill,  and  Wm.  A.  W.  Spotswood,  to  be 
Surgeons  in  the  Navy  from  the  20th  February,  1838. 

J.  W.  B.  Greenhow,  of  New  York  ;  George  Maulsby,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  Charles  J.  Bates,  of  Massachusetts  ;  Wm.  A.  Green,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Wm.  Grier,  of  Maryland  ;  Edwin  H.  Conway,  of  Virginia  ;  J. 
Winthrop  Taylor,  of  New  Jersey  ;  James  Monroe  Minor,  of  Virginia  ; 
Buckner  T.  McGill,  of  Virginia  ;  Philemon  Baker,  of  New  Jersey  j  to 
be  Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  Navy  from  the  7th  of  March,  1838. 


Medical  Miscellany, — Dr.  M.  Castle  is  lecturing  on  phrenology  in  a 
church  on  Poydras  street,  at  New  Orleans. — At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  members  of  the  Dispensary  in  the  city  of  Providence,  last  week,  the 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. — Dr.  Duncombe,  one  of  the 
Canadian  revolutionist  leaders,  is  giving  lectures  at  Cleaveland,  Ohio. — 
The  scientific  acquirements  of  Dr.  Falconer,  Ciyil  Surgeon  of  Suharem- 
pore,  India,  are  much  extolled  in  the  papers  of  the  East. — Mr.  Potter^ 
of  Providence,  is  lecturing  on  animal  magnetism  at  Baltimore.  The  au- 
dience should  be  furnished  with  the  World  of  Wonders,  recently  published, 
for  a  text  book. — Intermittent  fever  seems  to  prevail  at  the  west  to  a  con-> 
siderable  extent. — The  disease  which  is  sweeping  off  the  Indians  so 
fearfully  near  the  Rocky  Mountains,  seems  to  differ  very  considerably 
from  the  smallpox,  which  never  terminates  fatally  in  a  single  day,  as  re-^ 
presented  in  the  case  of  this  distressed  race. — Dr.  J.  W.  Graves,  of  Low- 
ell, received,  at  the  late  election,  529  votes,  out  of  1400,  for  mayor  of 
that  city. — The  executors  of  the  late  Dr.  Jonas  Preston,  of  Philadel- 
phia, have  paid  over  the  residue  of  his  estate,  amounting  to  $350,981  55^ 
bequeathed  by  him  for  the  establishing  a  Lying-in  Hospital  in  that  city, 
exclusively  for  indigent  married  women. — Particular  states  of  the  atmos- 
phere have  been  noticed  to  have  an  effect  in  the  production  of  ptyalism^ 
the  cold  and  dry  conditions  being  thought  to  render  it  more  difficult. 
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ToCoKEBSP05DsifT8. — ^The  coDunQnicatioii  from  Keene,  N.  H^  is  in  the  com* 

I>o9itor'8  hand  for  next  No. — also,  another  from  our  old  correspondent,  Dr.  Wil- 
liams.   Dr.  Stevens's  Lectures  on  Lithotomy  are  also  received. 

While  iiti  nber  of  deaihi  In  Bomon,  for  the  «»oek  ending  March  17,  37.    Males,  91— Females,  16. 

Coasumptioo,  5— debility,  a—mara^mu*,  3— infanlile,  3— eulcide,  I— convuMona,  1— stoppage  In 
the  bowels,  I—palsy,  i— lung  fever, 4— old  age,  4— cholera  Infaniuin,  1— boopiug  coagh.  1— measlea, 
1— accldeaial,  1— tndaeasa,  3— file,  1—  brain  fever,  1— dropsy  in  the  bowels,  1— stillborn,  7. 


MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Ths  sabtcrlber  proposes  to  Uke  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  eoanect  a  samll  school  with  his 
private  entabliahinent  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  fur  surgical  operations.  He  hasprocuied 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  denionstm- 
tiuus.  llis  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  impoiuot  eases  as 
occur  In  itie  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPu  B.  FLINT. 

SprUfjUldt  JaMuir^f  1()3S.  Jan.  17. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION.        ' 
Turn  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  Instruction.    A  convenient  roooi 
h%*  been  provided  fur  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  fludenls  at  all  houni.     1  hey  will  hare 
9LCidii  lo  Sin  exieimive  metlical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  I'acitity  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thuruugh  medical  education. 

0,i^jrt'itiiiies  will  be  oiftfred  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  t«s OiapeBnary 
districts,  e.ut)raciug  Wards  1,9  and  3,  and  t»  cones  lokich  will  bt  treated  at  the  room  doily. 

fa^truction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twlce«  weak. 
Sii  Relent  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  Information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPUBAIM  BUCK.  M.D. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LEACH.  lf.D. 
BoeUn,  Sfntt  9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK.  M.D- 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M  J>. 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Tna  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branchet  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  £>• 
'and  Barlnflrinary,aiid  of  attending  n  course  ol  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regalnr  coirrse  uf  recitations  and  exitminaiiona  will  Include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Aa-ito'nical  itmiruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  ofthe  mplla. 
For  further  in  formation,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES.  M.D. 

B.  W.  HOOPER.  M.D. 
Franklin,  Street,  J^ov.  9,  1830.  July  19— 6m  '  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Th a  sabscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  coorse  of  medical  InstncCion, 
Bnd  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  piipilj  will  he  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Maseaehusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
ellnieal  lecrures  on  the  ea^es  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  pubiiclectores,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  CHAiviriiie. 
On  Physiology,  Pa;holugy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medlca,  -  -     **      Dr.  W^ax. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -           .....  *<      Da.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,       ..-- _  •«      Da.  Lxwii. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  honse,  where  they  have  access  to  a  Imrfe 
library.    Lights  nnd  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  /    ~  ~ 
my  are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  feex  are  $10}— to  be  paid  in  advance.    No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  i 
person  In  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

\ )  >licaiion8  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  Ronee, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18-tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WIN8L0W  LEWIS,  Jft. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

PHvsictAtfs  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  qnills  charged  with  Puaa  VACciirii 
Viat't  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgfcai  Journal,  eoclo*- 
\nz  one  d  -.liar,  poH  paiii,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oet.  95. 

T'^G  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
n.  CL\PP,  JR.  at  184  vVashlngton  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  aUcommnnlcaticnsa 
ma^tbe  adJressed,^o«c-^atd.  It  is  also  published  in  M<^thly  Partis  each  Part  con  tain  I  nr  the  weekly 
numbers  rtfthe  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.C.6MITH,  M.D.Edltor.— Pricet3,00a 
veir  in  tidvance.t3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4.00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Afents  mllowad 
nverv  xnvdiitl)  nopv  ifrati* — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  pftymeatia  advuicoser 
sati«fastory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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DR.  MARSHALL   HALL  ON  TUBERCLE. 

(Coneladed  fyom  page  109.) 

1  NOW  proceed  to  treat  of  the 

V.  Signs  and  Symptoms  of  Tubercles.^^The  signs  of  external  tu* 
bercle  are,  principally,  insidious  and  slow  inflamniation,  suppuration,  and 
ulceration,  followed  by  a  red  indented  cicatrix,  and  situated— 1,  in  the 
absorbent  glands — of  the  neck,  the  groins,  be. ;  2,  in  the  joints-— of 
the  wrist,  the  ankle,  the  elbow,  the  knee,  &c. ;  and  3,  in  the  bonei*— of 
the  6nger,  arm),  leg,  kc. 

The  further  signs  of  this  disease  are  those  of  the  tuberculous  diath&» 
sis :  the  tumid,  cracked  lip  ;  the  red,  denuded  eyelid  ;  the  florid  com- 
plexion ;  the  precocious  mind,  &c. ;  or  similar  appearances  in  other 
members  of  the  family. 

The  symptoms  of  tubercles  are  very  peculiar,  and  have  not  been  siiffi* 
ciently  noticed  by  practical  writers. 

Before  the  stethoscope  can  detect  the  existence  of  tubercles  in  the 
lungs,  the  constitution  of  the  patient  frequently  takes  the  alarm,  and  the 
functions  of  the  circulation  and  of  the  respiration  become  slightly  acce* 
leraied,  or  are  easily  hurried.  I  have  frequently  observed  that,  with  a 
complexion  which  is  apt  to  alternate  between  the  pallid  and  the  vivid, 
there  is  a  degree  of  sensitiveness  to  cold,  of  susceptibility  of  the  efl[ects 
of  lieat,  of  breathlessness  on  moving  quick  or  ascending  a  hill  or  stair* 
case,  and  of  cough  ;  this  cough  is  frequently  slight,  hacking  and  dry, 
and  scarcely  or  not  at  all  observed  by  tbo  patient  or  friends.  In  other 
cases,  and  especially  in  females,  the  countenance  is  pallid,  with  the 
slightest  waxen  or  lemon  hue,  a  tendency  to  blue  lividiry  observed  in 
the  lips  and  at  the  roots  of  the  finger  nails,  and  a  disposition  to  coldnesa 
of  the  extremity  of  the  nose,  the  ears,  and  the  hands  and  feet.  These 
changes  are  frequently  so  insidious  that  they  are  apt  to  be  first  observed, 
not  by  those  who  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  seeing  the  patient,  but  hf 
some  one  who  sees  bim  after  a  certain  interval  and  is  struck  by  the 
change. 

Even  at  this  early  period  I  have  frequently  found,  on  inquiry,  that 
the  catamenia  have  ceased.  And  I  would  observe,  that  this  cessation  of 
the  uterine  discharges  is  generally,  or  at  least  frequently,  complete  aH 
once ;  unlike  the  case  of  disorder  of  the  general  health,  in  which  the 
flow  becomes  very  slowly  paler  and  more  scanty,  and,  except  in  ehlo- 
noais,  not  ceasing  altogether,  and  even  in  tbat  disordar^  geimaUy  veiy 
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gradually.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  because  the  condition  of  the 
uterus,  under  the  influence  of  tuberculous  disease,  is  one  of  great  prone- 
ness  to  conception,  a  change  which  has,  in  ifs  turn,  a  reflex  action  in  ar- 
resting the  progress  of  the  tuberculous  affection. 

The  fever  which  accompanies  phthisis,  like  other  symptomatic  fevers, 
and  unlike  all  pure  and  primary  fevers,  is  frequently  unattended  by  mus- 
cular debility,  or  by  aflfection  of  the  head,  or  of  the  digestion.  There 
is  no  headache,  or  vertigo,  and  the  patient  often  continues  to  walk  or  to 
ride  to  the  last.  There  is  a  degree  of  feebleness  and  stooping  observed 
in  the  gait,  very  early  in  the  disease  ;  and  this  remains  little  augmented, 
until  the  colliquative  perspiration  or  diarrhoea  bring  with  them  their  own 
debility  and  emaciation. 

Tuberculous  disease  in  the  abdomen  is  greatly  characterized  by  three 
symptoms: — 1,  great  tendency  to  coldness  and  lividity  of  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  body  ;  2,  a  frequent  pulse ;  and  3,  slow  but  progressive 
emaciation. 

The  aspect  of  the  countenance  is  altogether  peculiar,  especially  ia 
cold  weather,  together  with  an  obvious  emaciation  and  expression  of 
languor  and  disease  ;  the  end  of  the  nose  is  livid  in  color,  and  cold  to 
the  touch  ;  and  there  is,  in  general,  either  paleness  or  a  slight  degree  of 
flushing. 

Similar  observations  may  be  made  respecting  the  general  surface. 
There  is  emaciation ;  the  skin  is  soft,  and  apt  to  become  moist,  and 
there  are  generally  perspirations  during  sleep,  especially  in  the  early  part 
of  the  morning ;  to  prevent  this  perspiration  the  patient  frequently  en- 
deavors to  keep  awake ;  there  is  an  undue  sensibility  to  cold  observed 
on  the  slightest  unexpected  exposure— ^as  the  opening  of  a  door — and 
the  patient  usually  creeps  over  the  fire  ;  sometimes  I  have  observed  the 
back  part  of  the  hands,  and  the  fore  part  of  the  legs,  to  assume  a  pecu- 
liar brown  color,  from  being  burnt  by  this  constant  exposure  to  heat; 
the  hands  and  fingers  are  apt  to  be  extremely  livid  and  cold. 

The  mode  of  walking  is  peculiar,  being  attended  by  stooping,  weak- 
ness and  caution.  The  pulse  is  always  frequent,  and  generally  regular. 
It  is  earlier  and  longer  frequent,  in  tuberculous  aflection  of  the  abdo- 
men, than  in  that  of  any  other  cavity.  I  have  known  the  pulse  to  be 
between  one '  hundred  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  for  several  years. 
The  emaciation  in  tuberculous  disease  of  the  abdomen  is  uniformly,  but 
very  slowly,  progressive.  It  is  accompanied  by  a  state  of  unvaried  de- 
bility ;  and  in  the  latter  periods  of  the  disease,  by  some  oedema,  general- 
ly observed  more  in  one  leg  than  the  other.  The  catamenia  simply  be- 
qpme  scanty,  or  cease,  without  undergoing  the  changes  observed  in  some 
cases  of  disorder  of  the  general  health.  There  are  altogether  a  peculiar 
appearance  of  the  countenance,  a  peculiar  mode  of  walking,  and  a  pe- 
culiar attitude  and  manner  in  general,  all  denoting  debility  and  great  dis- 
ease ;  if  to  these  be  added  the  peculiar  sensibility  to  cold,  and  tendency 
to  coldness  and  lividity  of  the  extreme  parts  of  the  body,  the  very  gene- 
ral emaciation,  and  the  habitual  frequency  of  the  pulse,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  mistake  the  nature  of  this  disease. 

Tuberculous  afl^tion  of  the  encephalon,  can^  I  believe,  only  be  sos- 
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pected  and  distinguished  from  insidious  inflammation,  or  the  slow  forroa- 
tion  of  tumors,  by  observing  the  concurrent  existence  of  tubercles,  or  of 
some  other  strumous  affection,  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  Or,  if  there 
do  exist  symptoms  which  distinguish  this  morbid  affection  within  (he  head, 
they  have  not  hitherto  been  noticed  with  accuracy.  It  is  in  the  case  of 
suspected  tubercles  of  the  encephalon,  or  spinal  marrow,  that  the  law 
ascertained  by  M.  Louis  is  so  valuable :  are  there  signs  or  symptoms  of 
tubercles  in  the  lungs  ?  According  as  this  question  is  answered  affirma- 
tively or  negatively,  is  the  probability  that  the  case  is  one  of  tubercles 
of  the  other  organ. 

I  must  now  beg  your  attention  to  a  few  observations  upon 
VI.  The  Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Tubercles. — This  question  is 
one  of  the  deepest  interest.  That  tuberculous  formation  has  beeu  pre- 
vented in  some  instances,  and  that  it  has  been  cured  in  others,  is  un- 
doubted. The  principles  upon  which  these  events  have  been  etkcU 
cd,  are : — 

1.  The  removal  of  the  causes. 

2.  The  correction  of  the  diathesis. 

3.  The  local  treatment. 

The  modes  of  avoiding  the  causes  of  tubercles  will  be  readily  under- 
stood, by  reverting  to  the  enumeration  of  those  causes  which  has  been 
already  given. 

The  cold,  damp,  soil,  or  air,  the  insufficient  food,  clothing,  exercise, 
air,  diet,  light,  be,  are  to  be  exchanged  for  the  opposite  order  of  things. 

The  second  object  seems  to  be  best  accomplished  by  the  free  expo- 
sure to  the  country  air,  or  sea  breezes  ;  by  first  stimulating  the  general 
surface  of  the  body  by  sponging  with  salt  water,  and  using  a  coarse 
towel,  and  then  by  protecting  it  by  flannel  and  proper  clothing ;  by 
keeping  up  tone  and  strength  of  the  system,  by  an  animal  diet,  regular 
exercise  without  fatigue,  early  hours,  by  frequent  journeys,  voyages, 
change  of  scene,  total  change  of  abode,  be. 

For  the  sponging  I  advise  an  ounce  of  common  salt  to  be  dissolved 
in  one  pint  of  water ;  with  this  the  patient  is  to  sponge  the  whole  sur- 
face of  the  body,  using  it  warm  in  winter,  tepid  in  spring  and  autumn, 
and  cold  in  summer ;  a  very  coarse  towel  is  then  to  be  used  actively, 
so  as  to  induce  a  general  glow  of  warmth  over  the  system.  The  feet 
may  be  rubbed  last,  until  they  glow.  The  towel  may  be  dipped  into 
such  a  solution  of  salt,  and  be  allowed  to  dry,  before  it  is  used. 

The  sponging  is  to  be  repeated  every  morning ;  it  may  also  be  re- 
peated, as  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the  colliquative  peroration  of 
tuberculous  patients,  in  the  night,  or  early  part  of  the  morning.  After 
this  the  patient  may  remove  to  another  bed,  and  will  freouently  pass 
the  remainder  of  an  otherwise  wearisome  night,  in  a  comfortable  and 
refreshing  sleep. 

The  general  surface  should  be  protected  by  flannel — waistcoat  and 
long  drawers  ;  the  upper  clothing  must  vary  with  the  season. 

The  diet  should  consist  of  mild  animal  food. 

Travelling,  or  the  sea  breezes,  or,  best  of  all,  a  sea  voyage  to  the 
West  Todies^  constitute  the  most  important  remedy  in  incipient  tubeicle. 
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The  change,  tlie  t^nic  air,  the  milder  climate,  do  good.  Would  it  were 
possible  to  accomplish  these  things  for  our  pauper  patients.  I  do  think 
that  if  we  could  convey  our  patients  to  a  large  ship  at  sea,  and  leave 
them  there  for  a  time,  instead  of  landing  them  upon  a  heated  islaod, 
much  good  might  sometimes  be  accomplished.  Such  an  enterprise  is 
worthy  of  a  great  nation's  attention. 

In  addition  to  these  plans,  the  frequent,  or  steady  use  of  the  quinine, 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  great  efficacy. 

In  regard  to  local  remedies,  1  must  observe  that  they  are  principally 
useful  when  applied  to  the  thorax.  In  incipient  phthisis  I  have  found 
two  such  remedies  of  great  advantage.  The  first  is  an  ammoniacal  /tnt- 
menty  the  second  the  alcoholic  lotion. 

The  liniment  should  be  well  applied,  for  half  an  hour,  night  and 
morning. 

The  lotion  should  be  applied  across  the  sub-clavicular  regions,  id 
small  quantity,  every  half  hour. 

As  I  would  not  excite  hopes  which  may  not  be  realized,  I  can  only 
further  observe,  that  of  all  the  remedies  in  phthisis,  I  consider  the  lini- 
ment and  the  lotion  as  the  most  important.  For  the  tuberculous  diathe- 
sis 1  believe  the  sea  to  be  the  principal  remedy. 

This  subject  will  come  under  our  notice  once  more,  when  I  speak  of 
phthisis,  and  will  then  be  treated  at  much  greater  length. 


CARCINOMATOUS  SARCOMA   IN  THE  MUSCLES  OF  THE  ARM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — I  herewith  send  you  an  account  of  an  interesting  case  which  has 

recently  occurred  in  the  practice  of  my  medical  instructer.  Dr.  Twitchell, 

of  this  place,  which,  if  you  think  proper,  y9u  are  at  liberty  to  publish. 

I  am.  Sir,  most  respectliilly,  your  obt.  servf. 

JTeewe,  K  H.,  March  15,  1838.  Chas.  Vosb  Bexis. 

21st  February,  1838.  I P ,  a  man  of  22  years  of  age,  pre- 
sented himself  with  a  disease  of  the  left  arm.  He  says  that  about  three 
years  since,  in  lifting  a  heavy  weight,  he  sprained  the  shoulder  joint  of 
this'  arm  severely — and  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  he  was  exposed  to  cold 
and  wet,  which,  be  thinks,  had  some  effect  in  aggravating  the  injury. 
The  functions  of  the  joint  remained  somewhat  impaired  for  about  two 
months  after  this  accident ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  be  pef- 
ceived  several  hard  gristly  prominences  on  the  arm,  near  the  insertioo  of 
the  deltoid  muscle.  These  gradually  increased,  and  subsequently  coa* 
Iesc^d — ^so  that  a  hard,  gristly  ridge  completely  encircled  the  arm  at  this 
part.  The  swelling  gradually  extended  upwards  and  downwards ;  so 
that  ultimately  the  whole  upper  arm,  and  portions  of  the  muscles  over 
the  scapula,  and  of  the  pectoralis  major,  became  implicated  in  the  dis- 
ease. The  arm  is  nearly  three  times  larger  than  the  other.  The  glands 
in  the  axilla  are  a  little  lai^er  and  harder  than  is  natural.  The  swetting 
is  hard  and  firm  ;  it  does  not  give  the  irregular,  scaly  feeling  of  oaiea* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Case  of  Carcinomatous  Sarcoma.  121 

sarcoma,  but  seems  to  be  Gbro-cartilaginous,  rather  than  bony.  The 
superficial  veins  over  the  diseased  parts  are  much  enlarged.  The  dis- 
ease has  been,  ahnost  unremittingly,  attended  with  sharp,  lancinating 
pain,  extending  downwards  to  the  elbow  joint,  and  upwards  to  the  neck 
and  back  of  the  head  ;  and  the  patient  has  been,  at  times,  troubled  with 
very  severe  headache,  which  he  referred  to  the  back  of  the  bead. 

The  patient  has  eniployed  a  variety  of  remedies,  by  the  advice  of 
different  professional  gentlemen.  The  arm  has  been  freely  leeched  and 
cupped.  He  has  taken  largely  of  iodine,  in  the  form  of  potass,  hydriod. ; 
an  issue  was  kept  open,  for  two  or  three  months,  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  upper  arm,  the  discharge  from  which  was  copious,  consisting  of  thin^ 
sanious  pus.  In  short,  all  the  remedies  usual  in  such  cases  have  been 
unavailingly  exhibited,  not  even  mitigating  the  pain.  He  is,  of  course, 
much  emaciated  and  weakened  ;  but  his  general  health  seems  to  be 
pretty  good.  The  functions  of  the  digestive  organs  are  unimpaired ;  he 
has  no  cough  ;  and  auscultation  gives  the  healthy  sound.  He  is  very 
desirous  that  an  operation  should  be  performed  ;  and  as  it  is  thought 
the  removal  of  the  diseased  parts  will  afford  him  some  chance  of  at 
least  temporary  benefit,  the  operation  of  removing  the  arm,  together 
with  the  scapula  and  a  part  of  the  clavicle,  has  been  decided  upon. 

24th  February.  The  operation  was  performed  to-day,  at  ten  o'clock. 
The  axilla  having  been  shaved,  an  incision  was  made  through  the  in- 
teguments, commencing  near  the  inferior  point  of  the  scapula,  extending 
upwards  and  forwards,  and  passing  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  front 
of  the  coracoid  process  ;  another  incision,  commencing  over  the  middle 
of  the  clavicle,  was  carried  downwards  and  forwards  to  meet  the  first. 
The  integuments  were  then  dissected  up  from  over  the  clavicle — this 
bone  was  sawed  through,  with  Hey's  saw,  at  about  its  middle,  and  dis- 
articulated from  the  scapula.  The  subclavian  artery,  which  had  been 
compressed  on  the  first  rib,  was  easily  secured.  The  integuments  were 
next  dissected  up  from  over  the  scapula — ^ihat  bone  was  removed  from 
Its  attachment  on  the  under  side  ;  and  the  sub-scapular  artery,  and  two 
small  branches  which  required  the  ligature,  were  secured.  The  opera- 
tion was  concluded  by  forming  a  small  portion  of  flap  from  the  axilla. 
The  whole  operation  occupied  25  minutes — part  of  this  time  was  lost 
oa  account  of  the  fainting  of  the  patient.  Not  more  than  half  a  pint  of 
blood  was  lost. 

On  dissection  it  was  found  that  the  muscles  of  the  upper  arm,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  part  of  the  biceps  flexor  cubiti,  were  entirely 
converted  into  a  hard,  Gbro-cartilaginous  mass,  through  which  irregular 
fitriated  lines  passed  in  different  directions.  The  inter-muscular  fascia 
seemed  to  have  resisted  the  disease  longest — it  could  be  distinctly  made 
out  in  many  places.  The  brachial  artery  was  unobstructed,  but  its 
coats  were  converted  into  something  very  like  cartilage.  The  articular 
cartilages  of  the  shoulder  and  elbow  joints  were  partially  absorbed.  On 
the  outer  side  of  the  fore  arm  two  or  three  small  indurated  spots  were 
observed ;  which,  when  cut  into,  were  found  to  correspond  in  appear* 
aace  to  the  disease  on  the  upper  arm.  The  os  brachii  was  of  the  na* 
tpral  si^,  but  ?ery  rough  and  fragile;  it  was  accidentally  broken  at  tbe 
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neck,  during  dissection,  by  the  fingers.  The  disease  was  undoubtedfj 
carcinomatous  sarcoma. 

The  patient  supported  the  operation  very  well.  Immediately  on  its 
conclusion  be  was  put  to  bed,  and  tinct.  opii  gtts.  70,  were  directed. 

4  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  patient,  considering  the  circumstances,  is 
comfortable.  Reaction  has  come  on  moderately.  Breathing  regular. 
Pulse  82,  full.  He  is  somewhat  incommoded  by  spasmodic  twitching 
in  the  wound.     An  opiate  was  ordered  at  bed-time. 

The  dressings  were  removed  72  hours  after  the  operation.  Union 
by  the  first  intention  bad  taken  place.  There  was  no  suppuration,  ex- 
cept what  was  caused  by  the  ulceration  around  the  stitches.  The  liga- 
ture on  the  subclavian  came  away  on  the  nineteenth  day.  Some  por- 
tions of  the  cut  surface  around  the  ligature,  which  were  not  united  by 
the  first  intention,  healed  kindly  by  granulation.  The  patient  recovered 
bis  strength  very  rapidly — ^sitting  up  most  of  the  time,  and  walking  out, 
daily,  after  the  removal  of  the  ligature. 


GERANIUM  MACULATUM,  DR.  PARTRIDGE,  Ac. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Mr  Dear  Sir, — In  the  late  excellent  prize  dissertation  of  Dr.  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes,  of  your  city,  on  intermittent  fever,  which  has  recently 
been  published,  and  which  obtained  the  premium  of  fifty  dollars  from 
the  Boylston  fund,  is  a  valuable  and  interesting  letter  from  my  venerable 
friend,  Dr.  Oliver  Partridge,  of  Stockbridge,  now  about  eighty-eight 
years  of  age,  which  has  been  read  with  great  avidity  and  interest  by  the 
medical  public.  As  I  was  instrumental  in  procuring  that  letter  for  Dr. 
Holmes,  I  hope  he  will  not  consider  it  impertinent  in  me  for  suggesting 
here  the  propriety  of  his  forwarding  to  Dr.  Partridge  a  copy  of  his  dis- 
sertation, either  through  the  representative  from  Stockbridge,  or  through 
roe.  I  will  transmit  it  to  him  soon  with  pleasure.  As  he  is  yet  fond  of 
reading  medical  books,  it  will  afford  him  great  pleasure  in  his  declining 
years.  Dr.  Partridge  in  early  life  devoted  all  his  attention  to  the  pro- 
fession of  medicine,  and  was  a  most  successful  and  observing  practitioner. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Socie- 
ty. When  he  retired  from  practice,  he  resigned  his  seat  in  that  body. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  partner  of  the  late  Dr.  Erastus  Sergeant,  of 
Stockbridge,  formerly  a  Counsellor  in  our  Society,  and  a  roost  eminent 
physician.  1  wish  Dr.  Partridge  could  be  induced  to  write  a  memoir  of 
his  distinguished  partner  and  brother-in-law,  for  your  Journal ;  and  I 
wish,  also,  that  some  one  who  has  the  facts  concerning  the  life  of  the 
late  Dr.  Henry  Wells,  of  Montague,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  phy- 
sicians we  have  ever  had  in  Massachusetts,  would  furnish  them  for  the 
same  purpose. 

I  have  just  received  another  letter  from  Dr.  Partridge,  on  the  subject 
of  the  "  cranesbill,"  the  "crow-foot,"  and  the  "  cow-parsnip,"  and  he 
requests  me  to  correct  what  he  conceives  to  be  important  errors  in  re- 
lation to  them  in  Thacher's  and  Coxe's  Dispensatories.    One  great  diA 
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6culty  with  the  doctor,  is  a  too  rigid  adherence  to  the  vulgar  or  com- 
mon name  of  these  plants,  which  is  always  calculated  to  lead  the  in- 
quirer astray,  on  account  of  being  so  extremely  arbitrary  and  uncertain. 
It  often  happens  that  the  same  English  or  vulgar  name  refers  to  at  least 
a  dozen  different  plants,  of  opposite  qualities.  1  find  this  to  be  con- 
stantly the  case,  while  engaged,  as  I  am  now,  in  my  leisure  hours,  in 
writing  a  Vegetable  Materia  Medica  of  this  part  of  the  country,  in  con- 
nection with  other  branches  of  the  natural  history  of  it,  on  a  plan  some- 
what similar  to  that  of  the  delightful  work  of  White,  on  the  Natural 
History  of  Selbourne.  To  show  how  extremely  uncertain,  and  how 
little  to  be  depended  on,  are  the  common  or  vulgar  names  of  our  plants, 
suffer  me  to  mention  a  single  example  of  the  first  plant  which  presents 
itself  to  my  notice,' the  euphorbia  corollata.  It  has  at  least  the  follow- 
ing vulgar  names  :  blooming  spurge,  ipecacuanha,  milkweed,  picac,  hip- 
po, ipecac,  persley,  milk-purslain,  white  purseley,  Indian  physic,  purge- 
root,  emetic-root,  bowman,  apple-root,  snakesinilk,  pebeca,  &c.  be.  So 
of  the  garden  violet,  and  innumerable  other  plants.  Their  common 
names  "  lead  to  bewilder,  and  dazzle  to  blind." 

The  cranesbill,  geranium  tnaculatutn,  to  which  the  Dr.  refers,  is  some- 
times called  tile  crow-foot  geranium  ;  and  this  might  have  led  Dr. 
Thacher  to  the  error  of  calling  it  crow-foot.  The  true  crow-foot  is  a 
ranunculus,  a  very  different  plant  from  the  geranium.  There  is  a  great 
source  of  perplexity  in  relation  to  the  cow-parsnip.  The  great  majority 
of  botanists  agree  in  calling  the  heracleum  spondylium  the  true  cow- 
parsnip.  A  great  number  of  the  people,  however,  call  this  the  master- 
wort,  and  say  it  has  no  relation  to  the  cow-parsnip.  I  have  always 
been  accustomed  to  consider  the  spondylium  the  true  cow-parsnip.  My 
neighbors  and  many  eminent  physicians  think  entirely  different,  and 
neither  of  us  can  convince  the  other  that  they  are  wrong.  I  wish  Dr. 
Bigelow,  or  some  other  eminent  botanist,  would  settle  the  point  in  your 
Journal.  I  use  the  heracleum  in  many  complaints  with  success,  and 
think  it  a  very  valuable  medicine.  We  have  two  other  plants  growing 
here,  which  are  called  cow-parsnip,  and  royal  cow-parsnip.  One  is  the 
wild  parsnip  ;  the  other  the  Smyrnium  aurum,  Alexanders.  I  wish  to  be 
set  right  upon  the  subject. 

I  hope  Dr.  Partridge  may  be  induced  to  give  the  details  of  bis  cases 
of  epilepsy  for  your  Journal.  I  will  cheerfully  act  as  his  agent  in  the 
business.     I  now  hasten  to  give  you  tbe  Doctor's  letter. 

Deerfield,  March  12M,  1838.  Stephen  W,  Williams. 

Dr.  Williams. — Dear  Sir:  Mr.  H.  being  here, induces  me  to  write 
Nearly  thirty  years  ago  I  thought  that  I  must  soon  cease  to  practise 
physic,  as  we  had  two  or  three  doctors  come  within  our  circle  of  prac- 
tice ;  therefore  1  ceased  buying  books,  and  did  not  get  the  new  Dispen- 
satories, or  rarely  saw  them,  and  then  only  for  a  few  minutes.  Lately 
have  borrowed  Thacher's  and  one  of  Coxe's  Dispensatories,  (o  amuse 
myself  and  see  what  is  said  of  some  new  articles.  Looking  at  cranes- 
bill,  a  favorite  astringent  with  me,  I  find  that  Dr.  Thacher  describes  its 
use  properly  as  a  powerful  astringent,  but  has  made  a  terrible  mistake  in 
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sajii^g  that  it  is  commonly  called  crow-foot.  The  cranesbill  is  a  safe 
astringent  medicine,  but  the  crow-foot  is  a  deleterious  poison,  blisteriBg 
very  readily,  and  dailgerous  to  be  used.  It  flowers,  as  he  says,  in  the 
spring,  and  the  flowers  are  yellow — but  the  cranesbill  flowers  through 
the  summer,  and  the  flowers  are  purple.  His  describing  crow-foot  for 
cranesbill  increases  the  liability  of  its  being  mistaken,  and  endangering 
life,  and  it  ought  to  be  publicly  corrected.  Will  you  do  it  ?  Dr.  Coze 
says  that  cranesbill  is  improperly  called  crow-foot.  Neither  of  them 
have  crow'ibot  on  their  index. 

I  think  I  6nd  another  mistake  in  Dr.  Thacher's  Dispensatory.  He 
says  that  Dr.  Orne  first  brought  cow-parsnip  into  notice  for  the  cure  of 
epilepsy,  and  then  describes  masterwort  as  the  article  Dr.  Orne  used. 
Is  it  probable  that  be  did  use  the  roots  of  masterwort,  calling  it  cow- 
parsnip  ?  Dr.  Coxe  has  copied  from  Dr.  Thacher.  Neither  of  theai 
have  masterwort  on  their  indexes.  If  the  mistake  is  with  them,  and 
cow-parsnip  was  used  by  Dr.  Orne,  I  have  no  desire  to  detract  from 
Dr.  Orne  any  merit  due  him  if  he  used  the  cow-parsnip  ;  but  I  can  sa^ 
that  the  seeds  of  cow-parsnip  (the  most  effective  part)  effected  a  cure 
of  the  epilepsy  in  my  father's  family  in  the  year  1759,  and  have  ever 
been  a  sure  medicine  with  me  (but  never  a  nostrum)  ever  since  the 
year  1774,  and  used  as  a  stomachic,  antispasmodic,  and  especially  to 
cure  the  epilepsy,  under  the  age  of  puberty. 

I  have  lately  thought  that  it  would  not  be  presuming  too  much  in  ine 
to  give  an  account  of  what  I  know  of  the  first  use  of  this  article,  and  of 
another  of  efficacy  (never  yet  publicly  noticed),  together  with  some 
cases  of  their  good  effects,  to  the  Medical  Society,  or  get  my  friend 
Fowler  to  do  it.   v 

I  am  greatly  favored  by  being  yet  able  to  wait  upon  myself  (bore 
April,  1751).  I  have  eat  milk  night  and  morning  ever  since  1812, 
when  despaired  of  and  saved  by  a  large  ulcer  being  discharged  by  en 
opening  between  the  ribs.  Not  so  much  of  palsy  but  that  the  most  of 
my  scribbling  is  legible. 

When  1  began  this,  [  expected  not  to  be  interrupted,  but  it  has  been 
otherwise.     Excuse  it  from  your  friend^  Oliysr  Pabtbibge. 

Stockbridge,  Feb.  Mth,  1838. 


MORAL    INSANITY. 

The  following  remarks  on  this  interesting  subject  are  from  Dr.  Wood- 
ward's last  annual  report,  and  are  well  worthy  the  attention  of  every 
medical  man. 

'^  Moral  insanity  has,  to  this  time,  received  very  little  attention  in  this 
country,  although  many  decisions  of  our  courts  have  been  predicated 
upon  it,  because  the  evidence  of  insanity,  displayed  in  all  the  conduct 
of  the  individuals  arraigned  before  them,  has  been  marked  and  une* 
quivocal,  though  no  delusion  or  hallucination  has  been  proved,  Wbeo 
ea  insane  man  is  brought  before  the  proper  tribunal  for  committal  to 
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this  hospital,  the  question — whether  the  man  is  under  the  influence  of 
a  delusion  of  the  senses  or  of  the  judgment — is  not  asked — but  whether 
he  is  dangerous  to  be  at  large.  With  direct  reference  to  this  subject, 
I  have  examined  the  records  of  this  hospital,  and  am  satisfied,  that  at 
least  one  fourth  of  the  cases  of  mania  coumiitted  by  the  courts,  belong 
strictly  to  the  class  of  moral  insanity.  In  practice,  therefore,  this  class 
of  insanity  is  recognized,  although  in  theory  it  is  not. 

*^  Insanity  is  a  physical  disease.  The  operation  of  the  feelings  and 
passions  depends  upon  the  physical  system  no  less  than  the  understand- 
ing. By  physical  disease  the  understanding  becomes  affected.  The 
senses  often  become  false  guides,  the  perceptions  are  mistaken,  and  the 
judgment  becomes  false  and*  impaired.  Is  it  not  well  known  that  the 
passions  and  propensities  are  even  more  affected  by  disease  than  the 
mental  powers  ?  Is  it  un philosophical  or  irrational  to  suppose,  that' 
these  faculties  can  be  subject  to  such  impairment,  as  to  be  beyond  the 
control  of  the  reasoning  powers  and  the  judgment  ?  If  not,  then,  when 
in  that  condition,  they  must  render  the  individu:il  irresponsible. 

'^  It  is  rare  that  the  paroxysm  of  excitement,  with  an  insane  man,  is  so 
great  as  to  be  beyond  the  power  of  control,  if  a  motive  sufficiently 
strong  could  be  presented  at  the  moment.  This  has  often  led  me  to 
remark,  that  no  insane  man  is  beyond  the  reach  of  a  motive,  if  the 
motive  is  presented  in  the  right  time  and  the  right  manner. 

<*  The  case  No.  8,  in  the  report  for  1836,  is  one  that  illustrates  this 
view  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  being  a  fair  case  of  moral  insanity.  It 
was  a  long  time  before  the  influence  used  with  this  man  could  induce 
him  even  to  wear  clothes,  or  be  fln  hour  with  a  companion.  Difficult 
ties  were  constantly  arising  with  him  from  the  most  trifling  causes. 
Motives  were  frequently  presented  to  him,  in  the  kindest  manner,  which 
would  greatly  promote  his  comfort  and  happiness,  but  in  vain  ;  he 
could  not  control  his  feelings  or  passions.  After  a  long  time,  he  was 
persuaded  to  accept  a  highly  advantageous  offer;  the  motive  proved 
sufficient  for  his  self-control,  and  he  now,  for  the  first  time,  fulfilled  his 
pledge.  From  a  naked,  raving  maniac,  he  was  soon  transformed  into 
a  respectable  mechanic,  continued  to  perform  all  that  was  desired  of 
bim  for  a  suitable  time,  and  was  discharged  from  the  hospital.  I  lately 
received  a  letter  from  this  man ;  he  has  labored  constantly  since  he  was 
discharged,  and  is  now  in  all  respects  well. 

"  Case  2d.  Another  person,  the  subject  of  a  cure  not  less  remarka* 
ble,  left  the  hospital  in  the  autumn.  The  patient  was  a  seaman  ;  when 
on  a  voyage,  he  had  received  an  abuse  from  his  captain,  for  which  he 
received  one  thousand  dollars  damages.  By  his  friends,  and  by  the 
court,  he  was  considered  insane  when  this  outrage  was  committed. 
When  in  the  hospital  for  a  year,  he  was  a  most  troublesome  and  dan* 
gerous  man ;  his  disposition  to  injure  others,  both  attendants  and  in- 
mates, was  such,  that  we  were  compelled  to  confine  him,  much  of  the 
time,  in  a  strong  room.  He  would  frequently  converse  rationally,  and 
express  deep  regret  that  he  was  not  able  to  command  his  temper. 
Some  time  in  the  summer,'  having  committed  a  serious  assault  on  his 
attendant,  be  bad  been  confined  for  a  length  of  time.    On  my  visit  to 
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him  one  morning,  I  said  to  him,  '  I  am  now  about  to  make  you  a  new, 
and  perhaps  the  last  proposal  for  indulgence.  I  have  taken  your  word 
many  limes,  but  you  have  violated  your  pledge  ;  I  make  you  this  oflFer, 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  in  your  power  to  govern  yourself  better.  I 
believe  you  can  be  useful  lo  your  friends,  and  a  respectable  member  of 
society.  I  also  wish  to  show  you  that  we  all  feel  deeply  interested  in 
your  welfare  and  happiness.'  He  heard  the  proposal  with  deep  inter- 
est, and  with  considerable  feeling  promised  to  conduct  in  all  respects 
with  propriety  and  decorum.  He  was  admitted  into  the  wing,  and 
received  every  indulgence  consistent  with  the  rules  of  the  hospital. 
For  some  days  he  conducted  well.  At  this  time  I  took  a  journey  of  a 
(evr  days.  On  my  return  I  found  him  in  the  strong  room ;  he  bad  had 
an  outbreaking  in  my  absence,  and  my  assistant  found  it  necessary  io 
^confine  him.  On  my  first  visit  to  him,  after  my  return,  I  said  little  to 
him.  On  the  second,  I  expressed  my  regret  at  finding  him  again  se- 
cluded, and  said  to  him,  as  1  was  not  present  myself  to  see  how  well  be 
could  conduct  under  his  new  pledge,  I  would  again  permit  him  to  go 
into  the  wing  if  he  chose.  He  said,  in  a  subdued  tone,  that  he  should 
be  grateful  to  do  so,  and  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears.  I  then  renewed 
my  promise  to  him,  and  offered  him  every  indulgence  and  every  en- 
couragement in  my  power.  He  was  deeply  affected,  and  assured  me, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  he  would  never  again  abuse  my  con- 
fidence, but  would  effectually  control  himself.  Fro(n  this  time  he 
behaved  with  perfect  propriety,  labored  regularly  every  day,  and  fre- 
quently quite  alone.  After  some  weeks  he  left  the  hospital,  a  very 
pleasant,  grateful,  and  happy  man. 

.'<  In  these,  and  many  similar  cases,  we  could  never  discover  any  hal- 
lucination of  the  mind.  In  this  form  of  insanity,  moral  means,  rightly 
adapted,  can  accomplish  much.  The  inculcation  of  self-respect  and 
self-control,  daily  and  constantly,  will  have  its  influence,  and  effect 
its  object,  if  persevered  iu  with  a  right  spirit,  after  the  confidence  of 
the  patient  is  gained. 

"Besides  this  disease  of  the  moral  powers,  there  seems  to  be,  in  some 
cases,  something  like  moral  idiocy,  or  such  an  imbecile  state  of  the 
moral  faculties,  from  birth,  as  lo  make  the  individual  irrespoiiisible  for 
his  moral  conduct.  The  persons  to  whom  I  allude  have  rarely  much 
vigor  of  mind,  although  they  are  by  no  means  idiots  in  understanding. 
Of  the  idiots  that  have  come  under  my  care,  there  have  been  some, 
whose  minds  are  very  imbecile,  who  seem  to  have  considerably  correct 
views  of  moral  obligation,  and  whose  moral  powers  are  susceptible  of 
culture.  There  are  others,  vvh.-),  having  much  better  powers  of  under- 
standing, are  capable  of  learning  to  read,  and  of  understanding  wbal 
they  read,  yet  seem  to  have  little  or  no  moral  sense. 

"  We  have  had  both  these  forms  of  idiocy  in  the  hospital.  I  have 
also  been  consulted  in  a  number  of  similar  cases  abroad,  and  have  seen 
a  few  young  children,  considered  insane  or  idiotic,  whose  propensity 
to  mischief  was  remarkable,  and  constituted   the  principal  feature  of 
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LECTURES  ON  LITHOTOMY. 

Two  more  lectures,  by  Dr.  Stevens,  of  New  York,  belonging,  we  trust, 
to  a  long  series  of  surgical  observations  which  are  to  emanate  from  the 
same  high  authority,  were  received  in  Boston  the  past  week.  These 
treat  expressly  of  lithoiomyf  and  were  delivered  at  the  New  York 
Hospital  in  the  month  of  December  last,  in  the  first  lecture  the  author 
commences  by  giving  a  paragraphic  description  of  the  several  modes 
which  have  been  practised  for  extracting  stone  from  the  bladder.  Next, 
he  speaks  of  the  ia/era/ opera/ton.  Then  come  the  statistical' results  of 
the  operation.  Pouteau  estimated  the  fatal  results  of  operations  for  stone, 
at  1  in  40  ;  Bichat,  at  1  in  6,  8,  and  9  ;  Douglass,  Cheselden,  and  Mid- 
dleton,  at  1  in  6  in  the  high  operation,  combined,  says  Dr.  Stevens,  with 
^^  incision  in  perinseo."  Dr.  Dudley,  of  Kentucky,  has  operated  for 
the  stone  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  times,  and  only  four  cases  proved 
unsuccessful.  Without  claiming  to  be  the  first,  Dr.  D.  certainly  takes 
the  rank  of  the  first  lithotomist  of  the  age.  He  uses  Mr.  Cline's  single, 
flat-winged  gorget,  which  cuts  only  on  one  side.  'Causes  of  death  after 
the  operation  ;  objections  to  the  lateral  operation,  accompanied  by  illus- 
trative cases,  constitute  an  important  part  of  the  first  lecture.  Under 
the  several  divisions  of — 1st,  the  various  modes  df  performing  the  lateral 
operation^;  2d,  hemorrhage  ;  3d,  urinary  infiltration  ;  and  sinking  in  a 
bad  constitution,  is  arranged  the  best  part  of  the  first  discourse  on 
lithotomy. 

Dr.  Stevens  commences  the  second  lecture  by  offering  the  profpssion 
a  new  instrument,  for  the  bilateral  section  of  the  prostate  gland,  which 
in  form  resembles  "  a  large  olive,  with  a  beak  at  the  extremity,  with 
cutting  edges  at  the  sides,  parallel  to  its  longest  axis,  and  with  a  straight 
handle."  A  good  idea  of  the  shape  of  the  knife,  for  such  it  really  is, 
is  gained  from  the  lithographic  picture  in  the  first  plate.  Five  plates 
are  appended  to  these  lectures,  which  are  sufiliciently  plain  to  convey  the 
author's  views. 

Dr.  Stevens  has  had  great  experience,  and  the  community  entertain 
a  profound  respect  for  his  various  attainments  ;  if,  therefore,  he  can  find 
leisure  for  systematizing  his  thoughts,  and  can  at  the  same  time  detail 
the  results  of  various  surgical  operations  performed  by  himself,  and  show 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  resulting  from  any  particular  mode,  or 
point  out  a  new  and  more  safe  course  of  relieving  the  afflicted  by  the 
art  chirurgical,  he  will  be  sure  of  a  niche  in  that  temple  of  fame  appro- 
priated to  the  benefactors  of  the  human  race. 


INFLUENCE  OF  MARRIAGE    ON    THE    DURATION  OF  HUMAN  LIFE. 

The  London  Lancet,  for  January  13th,  contains  some  interesting  calcu- 
lations upon  this  subject.  They  are  based  upon  three  exact  documents, 
made  in  diflferent  countries  and  at  difierent  periods,  and  which  prove,  in 
the  most  convinciog  manner^  that  notwitastanding  the  anxieties  and 
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cares  which  are  connected,  in  both  sexes,  with  the  married  state,  and 
notwtthstaoding  the  mysterious  curse,  originally  pronounced  against  the 
fair  and  frailer  part  of  creation,  still  weighs  heavily  upon  it  (causing  one 
.woman  out  of  eyery  108  who  bring  forth  a  child  to  perish),  yet  marriage 
contributes  very  remarkably  to  lengthen  the  duration  of  human  life. 
The  first  document  is  that  of  Odier,  whose  observations  on  the  mean 
duration  of  life  in  females,  were  made  during  the  years  1761  to  1813 
inclusive.  From  his  tables  it  appears  that  the  difierence  of  life  between 
married  and  unmarried  females  is,  on  an  average  (calculating  marriage 
to  take  place  at  6ve  different  periods  between  the  age  of  20  and  40),  five 
years  ;  or,  to  place  the  fact  in  a  stronger  light,  a  young  woman  at  twen- 
ty, by  marrying,  adds  nine  years  and  a  half  to  the  probable  duration  of 
her  life  ;  a  woman  at  40  adds  two  and  a  sixth  years. 

Departieux's  tables  relate  to*  both  sexes,  and  comprise  a  total  of 
48,540  deaths,  from  1715  to  1744.  From  these  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  married  men  who  die  after  the  age  of  20  is  nearly  one  hapless  than 
the  number  of  bachelors  who  die  at  the  same  period  ;  and  for  43  married 
men  or  widowers  who  attain  the  age  of  90,  we  find  only  6  unmarried 
men  reaching  the  same  age.  The  number  of  single  women  who  die  af- 
ter the  age  of  20,  is  about  four  times  greater  than  that  of  married  fe- 
males or  widows  dying  after  the  same  period  ;  and  14  unmarried  womea 
only  arrive  at  the  age  of  90,  for  every  112  married  women  or  wtdoirs 
who  attain  that  age.  These  tables  not  only  show  a  remarkable  diSerence 
in  the  mortality  of  the  two  classes  between  the  ages  of  20  and  30,  whea 
other  causes  doubtless  have  much  influence  in  producing  the  effect  arooof 
the  married  (such  as  their  better  worldly  condition  at  that  age,  &c.)9  box 
also  at  later  periods  of  life  ;  for  they  show  that  taking  100  married  and 
unmarried  individuals,  the  number  of  those  who  live  beyond  the  age  of 
45  is  greater  by  36.8  in  the  former  class  than  in  the  latter. 

The  tables  composed  by  Biches,  at  Amsterdam,  comprise  a  period  of 
12  years,  from  1814  to  1826,  and  coincide  in  a  remarkable  manner  with 
those  already  referred  to — the  only  difference  in  result  being  in  the 
circumstance  that  the  mortality  of  married  women  during  the  period  at 
which  they  commonly  become  mothers,  is  now  less  than  it  was  a  century 
ago. 

The  facts  thas  established,  upon  the  authority  of  carefully-taken  re- 
cords in  France,  Switzerland,  and  Holland,  confirm  the  fact  that  the 
fulfilment  of  a  pleasing  duty,  on  the  part  of  both  sexes,  is  calculated 
to  add  many  years  to  the  probable  duration  of  human  existence. 


Opium-Eaiing. -^The  habit  of  eating  opium,  once  begun,  is  bardlf 
ever  relinquished  ;  once  a  Tkeriaki,  always  a  Tkeriahi.  Opiuna-eaten 
generally  begin  with  doses  of  half  a  grain  to  two  grains,  and  gradually 
increase  the  quantity  till  it  amounts  to  two  drachms  and  sometimes  naore, 
a  day  ;  they  usually  take  the  opium  in  pills,  but  avoid  drinking  anj  wa- 
ter afler  having  swallowed  them,  as  this  is  said  to  produce  violent  colic. 
To  make  it  more  palatable,  it  is  sometimes  mixed  with  syrups  or  thick- 
ened juices  ;  but  in  this  form  it  is  less  intoxicating  and  resembles  mead ; 
it  is  then  taken  with  a  spoon,  or  is  dried  in  small  cakes.  The  effect  of 
the  opium  manifests  itself  one  or  two  hours  afler  it  has  been  taken,  and 
lasts  for  four  or  six  hours,  according  to  the  dose  taken  and  the  idiosyo- 
craay  of  the  subject.    In  persons  accustomed  to  take  it^  it  produces  a 
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high  degree  of  animation,  which  the  Hieriaki  (opium-eaters)  represent 
as  (he  acme  of  happiness. 

The  habitual  opium-eater  is  instantly  recognized  by  his  appearance. 
A  total  attenuation  of  body,  a  withered,  yellow  countenance,  a  lame  gait^ 
a  bending  of  the  spine,  frequently  to  such  a  degree  as  to  assunne  a  cir- 
cular form,  and  glossy,  deep-sunken  eyes,  betray  him  at  the  first  glance. 
The  digestive  organs  are  in  the  highest  degree  disturbed  ;  the  sufferer 
eats  scarcely  anything,  and  has  hardly  one  evacuation  in  a  week  !  his 
mental  and  bodily  powers  are  destroyed — he  is  impotent.  By  degrees, 
as  the  habit  becomes  more  confirmed,  his  strength  continues  decreasing, 
the  craving  for  the  stimulus  becomes  even  greater,  and  to  produce  the 
desired  eflect,  the  dose  must  constantly  be  augmented.  When  the  dose 
of  two  or  three  drachms  a  day  no  longer  produces  the  beatific  intoxica- 
tion, so  eagerly  sought  a(\er,  they  mix  the  opium  with  corrosive  subli- 
mate, increasing  the  quantity,  till  it  reaches  to  ten  grains  a  day  ;  it  then 
acts  as  a  stimulant. 

After  long  indulgence,  the  opium-eater  becomes  subject  to  nervous  or 
neuralgic  pains,  to  which  opium  itself  brings  no  relief.  These  people 
seldom  attain  the  age  of  forty,  if  they  have  begun  to  use  opium  at  an 
6arly  age.  The  torments  of  the  victim  of  opium,  when  deprived  of 
this  stimulant,  are  as  dreadful  as  his  bliss  is  complete  when  he  has  taken 
it.  Those  who  do  make  the  attempt  to  discontinue  its  use,  usually  mix 
it  with  wax,  and  daily  diminishing  the  quantity  of  opium,  the  pill  at  last 
contains  nothing  but  wax. 


JVew  Work  on  Medicine, — The  venerable  Joseph  A.  Gallup,  M.D.^ 
formerly  a  professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  in  a  medical 
institution,  but  more  extensively  known,  it  is  apprehended,  as  the  author 
of  a  valuable  treatise  on  Spotted  Fever,  has  circulated  a  prospectus  of  a 
new  work  in  two  volumes,  the  price  of  which  will  be  five  dollars,  on  the 
Practice  of  Medicine.  Owing  to  the  unsettled  pecuniary  state  of  the 
times,  it  was  thought  to  be  the  most  prudent  course  to  trust  to  the  direct 
patronage  of  the  profession.  We  cannot  feel  otherwise  than  solicitoua 
for  the  success  of  the  subscription  list,  which  we  hope  will  give  good 
evidence  of  the  interest  felt  in  the  progress  of  science  by  those  who  pro- 
fess to  be  its  special  advocates. 


Rhinoplastic  Operation. — This  operation  has  lately  been  performed  in 
St.  Bartnolomew's  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Skey.  The  patient  was  a  female,  20 
years  of  age,  in  whom  the  whole  cartilaginous  part  of  the  nose,  the  alee, 
and  the  septum,  together  with  the  integuments,  were  destroyed  by  an- 
eroding  lupus,  which  had  commenced  in  infancy,  but  had  now  mostly 
disappeared.  The  flap  of  sjiin  for  the  new  nose  was  taken  from  the 
forehead,  and  presented  the  form  of  an  ace  of  clubs,  the  pedicle  of  which 
was  about  half  an  inch  broad,  and  directed  upwards,  outwards,  and  to 
the  right ;  its  point  extended  to  the  back  of  the  nose.  It  was  turned 
over,  placed  in  its  new  situation,  and  secured  by  common  sutures  ;  it  had 
no  sensation,  and  was,  for  the  moment,  as  pale  as  white  marble.  No  su- 
tures were  applied  to  the  wound  of  the  forehead,  and  the  latter  was  only 
covered  with  lint.  After  the  operation,  cold  fomentations  were  applied, 
and  pledgets  of  lint  were  introduced  into  the  nostrils.  The  nose  soon 
beemne  warm,  and  assumed  a  more  natural  color.    The  wound  in  the 
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fot'ehead  daily  became  smaller,  and  two  months  after  the  operation,  the 
only  remaining  difficulty  was  that  the  septum  was  not  united  to  the  up- 
per lip,  though  it  turned  so  much  inwards  that  not  the  slightest  disfigura- 
tion is  produced  by  it. 


Anonymous  Communications. — The  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  in  the  course  of  some  critical  remarks  on  a  communication  of 
our  friend  at  Billerica  (which  was  signed  X.  X.,  and  inserted  in  the  IGth 
No.  of  our  last  volume),  speaks  as  follows  of  the  omission  of  real  signa- 
tures to  articles  in  the  Journal.  The  remarks  are  worthy  of  attentioa, 
and  we  hope  will  receive  it. 

''  A  fictitious  signature,  or  an  anonymous  piece,  has  no  responsibility, 
and  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  less  credit  than  even  an  avowed  source  not 
the  most  creditable.  Modesty  in  such  a  case  would  be  perfectly  insnfi- 
cient ;  and  should  this  have  prevailed  to  such  an  extent,  it  should  have 
stopped  to  blush,  on  giving  the  account.  But  we  cannot  get  over  the 
idea  that  when  the  proper  name  is  withheld  in  such  cases,  there  is  a  fear 
that  on  investigation,  the  truth  of  the  statement  might  be  found  questiona- 
ble. This  custom,  which  has  ever  beset  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal  with  misfortune,  we  have  always  regretted.  We  blame  not 
the  editor,  because  we  recollect  his  labors  some  years  ago  for  the  cor- 
rection of  this  evil — this  very  great  error  in  his  correspondents  and  con- 
tributors. For  the  good  of  science,  we  hope  the  practice  of  anonymous 
signatures  will  soon  be  banished,  at  least  from  all  medical  journals.*' 


Formation  of  a  JVew  Eyelid. — In  the  October  number  of  the  Britidk 
and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  is  an  interesting  description,  with  plates, 
of  the  formation  of  a  new  upper  eyelid,  supplied  from  the  integuments  of 
the  temple,  by  Dr.  Ammon,  of  Dresden,  the  editor  of  a  Journal  of  Oph- 
thalmology. It  is  the  first  account,  on  record,  of  this  operation,  wiuch 
is  very  creditable  to  the  talents  and  ingenuity  of  Dr.  A. 


Hydriodate  of  Potass. — In  a  patient  who  took  the  hydriodate  of  potass 
in  excess  (by  his  own  direction),  besides  indigestion  and  severe  head- 
ache, there  occurred  a  peculiar  state  of  his  eyes.  The  pupils  were  di- 
lated, and  both  the  eyes  were  in  a  state  of  incessant  motion.  These  mo- 
tions strongly  resembled  those  of  a  child  who  has  congenital  cataract, 
that  is,  constant  oscillation.  He  found  himself  quite  unable  to  fix  then 
on  any  object.  He  also  complained  of  constant  headache.  From  these 
symptoms  he  slowly  recovered.  As  to  the  hydriodate  of  potass,  it  is 
milder  in  its  effects,  less  variable  in  its  operation,  and  while  it  does  not 
stimulate  the  nervous  membrane  of  the  intestines  so  much,  it  appears  to 
exert  less  of  that  peculiar  depressing  influence  occasionally  witnessed 
aAer  the  exhibition  of  the  tincture  of  iodine. 


Simultaneous  Vacdnalions. — It  is  in  contemplation,  at  the  anniversaiy 
meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  in  May,  to  recoDimend  to 
the  fellows,  annually  to  commence,  on  a  designated  day,  to  vaccinate,  in 
every  town  in  the  Commonwealth,  one  months  all  the  poor  gratu^ottaiy. 
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Those  who  have  been  consulted  in  the  matter,  entertain  the  opinion  that 
the  project  will  meet  with  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  members. 


Fossil  Remains. — A  gentleman  has  shown  us  what  is  supposed  to  be 
the  candal  extremity  of  a  Saurian  reptile,  accidentally  discovered  in 
blowing  a  rock  on  the  farm  of  Mrs.  Job  Deane,  in  Raynham,  Mass. 
Nineteen  vertebrse,  only,  remain  ;  all  the  remainder,  together  with  the 
skeleton,  were  presumed  to  have  been  broken  into  fragments  by  the  ex- 
plosion. If  these  interesting  fragments  had  been  noticed  seasonably, 
and  particularly  by  some  one  conversant  with  the  history  of  such  extra- 
ordinary memorials  of  the  primitive  world,  the  whole  might  have  been 
reclaimed. 

Medical  Miscellany. — The  introductory  lecture  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  of  the  Medical  College  of  South  Carolina,  by  Thomas  Y.  Si- 
mons, M.D.,  is  replete  with  good,  plain,  common-sense  observations. 
Under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  S.  and  his  eminent  coadjutors,  the  institution 
must  go  forward. — When  the  late  Dr.  Leitner  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Florida  Indians,  they  concluded  to  spare  him  on  account 
of  availing  themselves  of  his  future  professional  services,  but  a  young 
savage  who  had  lost  a  brother  in  the  battle  with  Col.  Taylor,  seeing  the 
doctor  lying  upon  a  blanket,  shot  him  dead  with  a  rifle. — Dr.  Spoooer,  of 
New  York,  is  the  author  of  a  treatise  on  the  art  of  manufacturing  tetlh, 
which  is  thought  to  be  useful  for  dentists.  Also,  the  same  writer  has  pre- 
sented the  profession  with  a  treatise  on  surgical  and  mechanical  dentistry. 
— Dr.  Rolph,  for  whose  apprehension  the  Canadian  Government  offered 
500  pounds,  has  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  city  of  New 
York. — A  child  at  Pompton  Plains,  N.  J.,  two  years  old,  a  few  days 
since,  coughed  up  a  pewter  button,  which  had  been  lodged  in  the  larynx 
(it  was  supposed)  three  months  before. — One  case  of  confluent  of  small- 
pox has  occurred,  it  is  said,  in  the  person  of  a  student  at  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege.— Dr.  £arly,  of  Galena,  Illinois,  was  shot  in  a  tavern  quarrel,  a  few 
days  ago.  The  wound  is  supposed  to  be  mortal,  although  the  sufferer 
was  alive  at  the  last  accounts. — Mr.  Barnett,  the  celebrated  veterinary 
surgeon,  has  lately  taken  out  an  enormous  wart,  measuring  nineteen 
inches  in  circumference  and  vwighing  three  pounds  and  a  half,  from  the 
abdomen  of  a  valuable  horse.  In  nine  days  the  cure  was  complete. — No- 
tice is  taken  in  the  English  papers,  of  the  success  of  Surgeon  Franklin, 
in  tying  the  femoral  artery  for  the  cure  of  popliteal  aneurism. — The 
odious  hospital  tax  on  seamen,  of  twenty  cents  a  month,  which  was  sus- 
pended for  one  year,  will  be  imposed  again,  according  to  law,  in  April. 
•—Diseases  of  the  lungs  are  prevailing  quite  extensively  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Boston. — Invalids  are  beginning  to  return  north  from  tropical 
regions,  where  they  have  been  passing  the  winter.  There  is  great  dan- 
ger in  arriving  as  far  north  as  Boston,  while  the  cold,  damp,  easterly 
winds  prevail. — A  case  of  a  female  with  four  mammae  and  nipples  has 
lately  been  presented  in  St.  George's  Hospital,  London.  Two  were  of 
the  natural  size  and  in  the  usual  situation,  and  the  other  two,  from  which 
a  milky  fluid  could  be  pressed,  were  about  one  sixth  of  the  natural  size, 
and  situated  near  the  anterior  margins  of  the  axilla. — An  instance  of  re- 
union of  the  thumb,  after  a  complete  separation,  excepting  a  small  por- 
tion of  integument,  is  related  in  the  Lancet^  as  having  occurred  at  the 
Westminster  Hospital. 
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To  Subscribers. — ^The  foUowing  gentlemen  are  authorized  to  receive  money 
due  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Subscribers  who  are  indebted^ 
are  requested  to  forward  the  amount  due,  either  to  the  publisher  or  to  one  of  these 
agents: — Mess.  Duren  &  Thatcher,  Bangor,  Me.;  Luke  Howe,  Esq.  P.  M.  Jaf- 
frey,  N.  H.;  Israel  Hinckley,  Esq.  P.  M.  Topsbam,  V t. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Balch,  jr. 
Providence,  R.  I. ;  Charles  Hooker,  M.D.  New  Haven,  Ct ;  T.  O.  H.  Croswe], 
Esq.  P.  M.  Catekill,  N.  Y.;  S.  Freeman,  Esq.  P.  M.  Williamstown,  N.  Y.;  Mr. 
Charles  S.  Francis,  bookseller,  Broadway,  New  York ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Little,  book- 
seller, Albany,  N.  Y. ;  William  A.  Gillespie,  M.D.  Ellisville,  Lonisa  Conn^, 
Va.;  Mr.  L.Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga.;  S.  Mayfield,  M.D.Franklin,  Tenn.;  J. 4. 
Bowers,  Esq.  P.  M.  York,  Washtenaw  Co.  Mich. ;  Mess.  Hedge  &  Lyman,  Mon- 
treal, L.  C. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Tardif,  Quebec,  L.  C. ;  Mess.  Carey  &  Hart,  booksrilexi, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Mr.  Isaac  N.  Whiting,  bookseller,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  subscribers  are  now  in  arrears.  An  early  atten- 
tion to  the  payment  of  their  subscriptions  will  much  oblige  the  publisher. 

Those  who  receive  the  Journal  through  the  agency  of  booksellers  whose  names 
are  not  given  above,  will  of  course  pay  tnem. — Subscribers  at  a  distance,  who  can- 
not procure  current  $3,00  bills,  will  be  allowed  a  discount  when  larger  ones  are 
sent  as  advance  payment.: — Subscribers  are  always  considered  as  continaing  their 
subscription  until  special  orders  to  the  contrary  are  given. 

Erratum. — On  page  91,  line  4,  for  or  faintness,  read  €md  faintness.  Page 
92,  line  17,  for  and  those  formed,  read/rom  the  aympathies  totoardg  those  Jbrmed, 

Wtiiile  nu  nbor  of  deaifis  in  Boston,  for  the  wo«k  ending  Marcfa  94,32.    Males,  IS^Fomalea,  14. 

Constimption,  7— throat  distemper,  l^lung  fever,  4— child-bed,  3— feeblenesa  at  birth,  % — apofde^, 
1— infantile,  I — dropsy  ou  the  brain,  1 — mamsmiia,  3 — poinon,  1— brain  fever,  1 — pleuriay  fever,  1" 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  l—inflammatioa  of  the  lungs,  a-~croup,  1— inflammacion  of  the  I  ' 
1 — inflammation  of  the  pericardium,  1. 


CAPSULES  OF  COPAIBA. 

M.  A.  MoTHat,  of  Paris,  hat  lately  invented,  and  now  offbra  to  the  medioal  Acuity,  a  melkodsf 
administering  the  Balsam  of  Copaiba  without  taste  or  smell. 

The  pure  balsam  is  enclosed  in  cnpsulea  of  gelatin,  which  completely  cover  Itataste  and  flavor,  to  Uhi 
they  may  be  swallowed  with  as  much  ease  as  any  nice  confection.  They  each  contain  eigiilen 
grains  of  the  balsam,  so  that  the  dose  can  be  measured  with  great  ease ;  they  dissolve  readily  is  ths 
stomach,  and  are  sure  not  to  pass  ofl"  by  the  intestinal  canal,  as  is  almost  always  the  cawe  vritk  ths 
aolidifled  copaiba.  These  capsules  are  highly  commended  by  the  medical  Journals  of  Paris,  a^  II. 
«#_...._,-__....* .. .__._..  of  Drs.  r         '     ""    *        -.      -    -^  ..       -  ..     .        _ 


Mothes  has  the  favorable  testimonials  of  Drs.  Segal  is,  Rostan,  Bicort,  Desruelles,  Cullerier  j 
Alibert,  MM.  Lisfranc  Sl  Marjoiin,  who  daily  prescribe  them,  and  who,  in  their  lectures,  bavagiffta 
the  highest  praise  to  his  preparation.    They  are  neatly  put  up  in  oval  paper  boxes,  contalDinc  ihifiy- 
■ix,  and  are  sold  In  Boston  by  the  Importer's  agent,  THEOOORG  MBTCALF, 

4t>-M  38  Apothocary,  Jtk.  33  '. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION.      * 
The  subscribers  are  associated  for  tlie  pnrpose  of  giving  a  complete  eoaise  of  medical 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  :  ^ 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  i 

clinical  lecrures  on  the  ca^^es  they  witness  there.    Instruction,  by  leeturas  of  jAxamiaailoaay  srill  tt 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by     Da.  CHAaasaa- 
On  Physiology,  Pa:hology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  .     "      Da.  Waaa. 

On  the  t^rincipies and  Practice  of  Surgery,        - t(      Oa.  Otis, 

On  Anatomy, ««       Da.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.- Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  aecetw  to  a  laryp 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  withiut  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  af  Aaaio- 
my  are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee^  are  $IOO^to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nncredit  ffivea,  except  on  sufllcient  aecarity  of  fumt 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Ainlicaiions  are  to  be  made  to  Or.  Walter  Channing,  Tremonl  Street,  opposite  the  Trcnmnt  Haaesi* 
Bo"on.  WALTBRrCHANMXG, 

JOHN  WAR£, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIH,  JB- 

WINSLOW  LBWtS,  JB- 


THB  BOSTON  MBOfCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  ispubiishfdevery  WedaeeAas,  by 
D.  OLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washinjrton  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Btn*.  .*  \  horn  all  comaiaoJraii««a 
nianbeadrlrei«fled,,9o«(.paicI.  (t  is  also  published  in  Motiihh  P'irtf^,  each  Part  contafninvi]ie«r««4tr 
ttum^ftrs  ofthe  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  »S,«t  a 
year  in  advauce,t3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.~A|tCftte  mHoa  ~ 
every  seventh  copy  ^rati*,— Orders  from  a  disiamce  must  be  accooapaaHid  byiiayiiiaatlBi  ' 
eaUifUctory  reference.—Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper.       •~"         '  "^^ 
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MERCURY. 

FROM'  SIOMOND's   LECTURES   ON  THE  MATERIA   MEOICA. 

No  substance  with  which  man  has  been  furnisiied  by  the  bountiful  band 
of  Nature,  has  undergone  more  strict  scrutiny  than  mercury.  It  has 
been  investigated  with  the  greatest  ardor,  and  with  the  fondest  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  from  it  the  most  unbounded  sources  of  riches  and  of 
health.  The  earlier  alchemists  tormented  this  metal  in  the  most  absurd 
and  ridiculous  manner ;  it  was  the  unceasing  object  of  their  examinations. 
Not  only^  according  to  them,  was  gold,  and,  indeed,  every  metal,  formed 
from  this  principle,  but  it  entered  into  the  composition  of  all  being? ; 
it  was  one  of  the  elements  of  Nature,  and  even  intimately  connected 
with  the  soul  of  man.  The  grand  object  of  the  adepts  was  the  fixation 
of  mercury ;  this  was  the  $ummum  magnum  of  all  their  labors.  Ex-* 
travagant.  however,  as  were  their  follies,  and  the  theories  in  which  they 
indulged,  we  owe  our  knowledge  of  some  of  the  most  important  facts  in 
arts  and  in  the  sciences  to  their  unwearied  and  indefatigable  exertions. 
This  beautiful  and  singularly  endowed  metal  is  now  familiar  to  us  in  all 
its  properties.  The  chemical  physicians  at  an  early  period  availed 
themselves  of  the  knowledge  which  had  been  acquired,  and,  by  a  num* 
ber  of  pharmaceutical  preparations,  have  obtained  from  it  a  fresh  source 
of  power  in  the  cure  and  alleviation  of  disease. 

Previous  to  the  researches  of  the  Arabians,  little  appears  to  have 
been  known  of  mercury.  Dioscorides  and  Pliny  both  speak  of  it  as 
well  known  in  their  time.  Dioscorides,  indeed,  furnishes  us  with  the 
method  pursued  of  obtaining  it  by  sublimation  from  cinnabar.  It  is  the 
first  mention  we  have  of  a  process  which  ultimately  led  to  that  of  diso 
tillation.  Theophrastus  speaks,  too,  of  cinnabar ;  but  their  knowledge 
of  it  was  very  imperfect,  and,  though  used  externally  in  medicine,  it 
was  deemed  a  virulent  poison,  an  opinion  that  Pliny  entertained  and 
promulgated. 

The  Arabians,  who  seem  to  have  applied  chemical  preparations  to 
the  cure  of  disease  before  any  other  persons,  were  very  inquisitive  as  to 
the  properties  of  mercury.  The  learned  Geber,  the  patriarch  of  che- 
mistry, who  lived  during  the  eighth  century,  believed  all  metals  com- 
pounds of  mercury  and  silver,  but  this  was  not  his  own  opinion,  it  is 
that  which  he  says  he  derives  from  the  ancients.  Others  of  the  Ara- 
bians believed  that  mercury  formed  the  philosopher's  stone,  which  se- 
cured man  from  disease,  and  gave  him  immortality.    The  Liber  Trium 
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Verborurn,  which,  with  ihe  book  of  investigation,  and  the  will  of  Geber, 
and  a  work  '<  De  Congelaiione  et  Conglutinalione  Mineralium  "  of  Avi- 
cenna,  has  been  translated  into  Latin  from  the  manuscript  in  the  Vatican 
Library ;  from  this  and  <<  De  Perfectione  Magisterii,"  we  learn  that 
they  were,  at  that  time,  acquainted  with  many  of  the  properties  of  mer- 
cury ;  that  they  knew  how  to  form  corrosive  sublimate,  and  that  some 
imperfect  knowledge  of  its  powers  had  been  obtained.  Geber  describes 
the  affinities  of  this  metal  for  the  other  metals,  and  gives  a  formula  for 
making  the  red  oxide. 

To  Basil  Valentine  has  been  attributed  the  first  employment  of  mer- 
cury, as  well  as  antimony ;  but  it  was  that  great  and  extraordinary  man, 
Paracelsus,  who  first  taught  physicians  the  use  of  chemical  medicines 
and  of  chemical  inquiries.  He  burst  the  fetters  which  enslaved  medical 
men  ;  he  overthrew  the  throne  on  which  an  idol  had  been  placed,  and, 
in  its  stead,  elevated  the  divinity  which  we  now  adore,  as  the  embleno 
of  truth.  This  great  reformer,  whom  it  has  been  the  fashion  for  the 
lovers  of  antiquity  to  revile  and  to  laugh  at,  and  whose  works  they 
have  not  deigned  to  examine,  first  boldly  recommended  mercury,  and,  bj 
the  loudest  encomiums,  drew  general  attention  to  its  powers ;  by  the 
successful  cures  he  effected  by  it,  he  overcame  much  of  the  prejudice 
against  it,  though  singularly  enough,  even  to  this  hour,  there  are  many 
who  entertain  the  most  decided  hostility  against  it,  and  who,  almost  with- 
out being  aware  of  it,  are  using  at  this  day  the  same  arguments  against 
.one  of  the  most  valuable,  most  certain,  and  most  efficacious  remedies 
we  possess,  if  properly  administered,  and  raising  the  same  objections, 
which  the  lovers  of  the  Galenical  prescriptions  of  the  older  schoob 
formerly  employed.  Mercury,  capable  of  being  rendered  an  invaluable 
treasure  in  the  science  of  medicine,  has  been,  and  again  will  be,  the 
curse  of  the  sick,  if  all  that  belongs  to  it  is  not  thoroughly  known.  If 
the  ardor  that  was  evinced  for  it,  as  the  element  of  the  philosopber's 
stone,  hiad  been  directed  to  as  a  cure  for  disease,  man  would  not  have 
undergone  much  of  the  misery  he  has  had,  from  ignorance  and  creduli- 
ty, to  encounter. 

Mercury,  in  its  pure  state,  is  always  fluid,  and  from  this  circumstance, 
together  with  its  likeness  to  silver,  it  has  obtained  different  names  ex- 
pressive of  these  characteristics ;  hence  the  English  word  quidcsilver,  or 
living  silver,  and  the  Greek  name  hydrargyrum,  or  watery  silver.  It  is  the 
most  brilliant  and  shining  of  the  metals.  Its  divisibility  has  always  been  the 
subject  of  observation.  Liebnecht,  by  striking  a  globule  of  mercury  six 
lines  in  diameter,  distributed  it  into  such  extremely  minute  globules,  that 
by  a  microscope  he  could  see  one  hundred  million  of  them.  It  is  of 
great  weight,  200  being  its  proportional,  and  is  at  the  same  time  rerj 
volatile.  It  was  supposed  capable  of  imparting  its  own  characteristic 
properties  to  other  metals.  For  a  long  time  it  was  imagined  that  it 
could  not  be  rendered  solid  by  any  degree  of  cold,  and  as  late  as  the 
days  of  Boerhaave  this  was  asserted  in  his  "  Elements  of  Chemistry  ;** 
it,  however,  was  proved  to  be  erroneous  by  Professor  Braun,  who,  oq 
the  14th  of  December,  1759,  availing  himself  of  an  intense  degree  oT 
natural  cold,  augmented  it  still  further  by  fuming  nitrous  acid  and  pouod- 
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ed  ice.  An  account  of  a  treatise  in  Latin,  presented  to  the  Royal  Sf^ 
cieiy  by  William  Watson,  M.D.,  is  to  be  found  in  the  <'  Philosophical 
Transactions,"  in  the  fifty-second  volume,  describing  this  process.  It 
was  at  an  extraordinary  degree  of  cold  below  zero  that  the  academiciana 
broke  the  glass  bulb  of  the  thermometer,  finding  that  the  mercury  was 
stationary  ;  it  was  congealed,  and  formed  a  solid  mass,  possessing  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  ductility.  It  was  susceptible  of  being  extended  by  the 
hammer ;  at  each  blow,  however,  the  metal  melted,  and  ran  into  glo- 
bules, in  consequence  of  the  internal  caloric  becoming  developed  by  the 
pressure.  This  result  surprised  the  philosopliers,  who  bad  generally 
imagined  that  the  point  of  mercurial  congelation  must  have  been  at  least 
500  degrees  below  the  zero  of  Fahrenheit,  and  scarcely  any  one  hid 
ventured  to  imagine  that  it  was  one  short  of  100. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hutcbins  performed  a  number  of  experiments,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Royal  Society,  at  Hudson's  Bay,  in  the  year  1783,  by 
which  it  was  ascertained  that  quicksilver  freezes  in  a  degree  of  cold  not 
exceeding  that  which  occurs  in  the  Northern  parts  of  Europe,  and  the 
point  now  generally  stated  is  about  40  degrees  below  zero.  On  the  7th 
of  February,  1799,  my  distinguished  friend,  Mr.  Pepys,  who  retains  the 
same  love  of  science  that  marked  his  early  career,  assisted  by  some  of 
his  chemical  friends,  congealed  fifty-six  pounds  of  mercury  into  a  solid 
mass  by  a  mixture  of  muriate  of  lime  and  of  uncompressed  snow  in 
equal  weights.  Owing  to  an  accident  this  mass  was  broken ;  the  larger 
portions  remained  some  minutes  unchanged  before  they  melted,  whilst 
some  of  the  smaller  fragments  were  capable  of  being  twisted  into  various 
forms ;  but  Mr.  Pepys  found  much  difficulty  in  handling  them :  and  on 
laying  hold  of  a  large  mass  of  the  solid  mercury  he  experienced  a  sen- 
sation  very  similar  to  that  which  a  solid  instrument  inflicts,  and  compares 
it  to  that  which  is  produced  by  a  red-hot  iron.  He  was  not  a  little 
alarmed  when,  on  examining  the  part  of  the  hand  which  had  been  in 
contact  with  the  metal,  he  found  it  quite  white  and  apparently  dead,  and 
that  it  had  lost  all  sensation.  From  this  state,  however,  it  very  soon 
recovered.  When  a  similar  experiment  took  place  at  the  Polytechnic 
School,  in  Paris,  the  mercury  was  enclosed  in  bulbs  of  thin  glass,  and 
when  the  congelation  occurred,  the  individual  who  held  the  tube  in  his 
hand  felt  a  concussion,  a  phenomenon  which  also  happens  when  phos- 
phorus becomes  solid  ;  a  crystallization  into  very  small  octahedrons  was 
the  result,  and  this  Pelletier  placed  in  the  hollow  of  bis  hand  ;  he  im- 
ii;ediately  experienced  pain  similar  to  that  which  a  burn  produces^  and 
the  skin  exhibited  a  white  spot,  which  afterwards  became  red,  and  so 
continued  for  several  days.  It  is  the  singular  property  which  mercury 
possesses  of  suddenly  contracting,  which  is  the  cause  of  the  shock  that 
is  felt.  As  this  liquid  metal  does  not  attach  itself  to  bodies  that  are 
wetted  by  water,  by  oil,  or  other  liquids,  the  dryness  of  mercury  has 
obtained  much  attention,  but  it  is  accounted  for  by  the  little  attractran 
these  bodies  have  for  that  substance. 

Some  of  the  characteristics  of  mercury  are  peculiarly  striking.  Thus, 
it  always  assumes  the  form  of  globules,  perfectly  round  ;  hence  its  round 
surfaoe  was  long  a  source  of  error  in  barometrical  surveys,  and  which 
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mta  obviated  by  Casseboki.    Its  power  as  a  conductor  of  caloric  is  very 
temarkable.     If  a  red-bot  iroo  be  plunged  into  quicksilver,  it  instaaUDe* 
ously  loses  its  redness,  even  much  more  quickly  than  when  immersed  in 
water.     Its  dilatation  by  caloric  is  so  uniform,  that  we  are  enabled  to  ss- 
certain,  with  the  utmost  precision,  the  force  of  heat,  and  hence  are  able 
to  construct  such  perfect  thermometers.     Its  volatility  and  extreme  ex- 
pansion by  heat  are  such,  that  it  bursts  every  obstacle.     Two  examples 
of  this  are  related,  one  by  Hellot,  where  a  quantity  was  enclosed  io  a 
welUsoldered  globe  of  iron,  which  was  thrown  into  a  6re  ;  but  scarcely 
bad  it  become  red-hot  when  the  mercury  burst  its  receptacle  with  tre- 
neodous  noise,  and  quickly  flew  out  of  sight.     The  other  occurred  in 
:lbe  bouse  of  the  celebrated  Geoflfroy.     An  alchemist,  who  proposed  to 
fix  mercury,  inclosed  a  quantity  in  a  ball  of  iron,  which  be  inclosed  io 
•several  other  similar  spheres,  each  larger  than  the  other ;  he  secured 
ihem  all  by  very  strong  hoops  of  iron,  and  then  threw  the  whole  body 
snio  a  furnace ;  but  after  a  short  time  the  mercury  burst  through  all 
these  inclosures,  and  burled  the  fragments  of  iron  with  such  force  that 
they  penetrated  the  walls  and  partitions  like  bomb-sbells.     Another 
marked  property  of  the  metal  is  its  phosphorescence.     As  the  celebrated 
Picard  was  carrying  home  from  the  observatory,  at  Paris,  during  a  very 
,  dark  night,  a  barometer,  he  was  struck  with  the  luminous  sparks  that 
were  emitted  from  it,  owing  to  the  shaking  of  the  tube  during  the  action 
of  walking ;  but  strange  to  relate,  several  barometers  were  tried,  bat 
Done  of  them  seemed  to  possess  the  same  singular  power,  but  one  that 
belonged  to  the  immortal  Cassini.     This  was  in  1675;  the  journals  of 
the  day  noticed  it ;  but  it  was  foi^tten  until  Bemouilli  wrote  a  treatise, 
''  De  Mercurio  Lucenti  in  Vacuo,"  and  pointed  out  that  luminous  baro- 
meters might  be  formed.     Leibnitz,  Gravesande,  and  others,  investigated 
ibe  subject,  and  many  ingenious  applications  were  proposed,  but  the 
property  was  discovered  not  always  to  be  constant ;  that  it  varied  io  hot 
and  dry  weather ;  and  it  is  now  believed  to  be  an  electrical  phenomenoo, 
produced  by  the  friction  of  the  metal  against  glass. 

There  are  four  well-ascertained  ores  of  mercury  ;  the  first,  native 
mercury  ;  alloyed,  or  amalgamated  mercury  ;  the  sulphuret  of  mercury, 
or  cinnabar ;  and  the  red  muriate  of  mercury  ;  there  are  other  ores 
which  have  not  been  generally  acknowledged.  You  will  find,  io  the 
British  Museum,  specimens  of  native  mercury,  as  globules  disseminated 
in  cinnabar,  and  hydrarguret  of  silver,  or  native  amalgam,  in  the  second 
case ;  in  the  ninth,  a  suite  of  specimens  of  sulphuret  of  mercury,  both 
the  dark  red  and  the  bright  red  cinnabar.  You  will  also  observe  there, 
hepatic  mercurial  ore,  a  mixture  of  cinnabar  with  bituminous  and  earthy 
■particles ;  and,  in  the  sixtieth  case,  the  last  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the 
chloride,  or  muriate  of  mercury.  These  came  from  Aimaden,  in  SpwO) 
which  is  the  oldest  mine  id  Europe,  and  was  worked  by  the  Romans 
from  Friuli,  from  the  provinces  of  America,  and  from  difierent  parts  of 
the  globe.  Mercury  is  very  often  brought  into  the  market  in  an  adul- 
teratjed  state.  Lead  and  bismuth,  thou^  solid  by  themselves,  have  the 
:power  of  wearing  considerable  fluidity  when  mixed ;  but  the  tarnished 
^^Upearanoe,  the  dross  and  impurities  on  the  surface,  tbe  black  color  with 
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which  it  sails  the  bodies  with  which  it  comes  Into  contact,  the  impeifect 
roundness  bf  the  globules,  the  difficulty  vvbi^h  they  have  of  uniting 
when  placed  in  contact  with  each  other,  are  the  criteria  which  indieate 
the  impurity  of  the  metal ;  besides  which,  there  are  various  processes 
by  which  the  chemist  arrives  at  certain  knowledge  of  the  facts  which  it 
is  the  province  of  that  science  to  detail  to  you.  The  means  by  which 
mercury  is  extracted  from  the  bodies  with  which  it  is  comUned,  are  all 
founded  upon  distillation,  but  the  processes  are  carried  on  in  different 
ways,  according  to  particular  views.  Antoine  Jussieu  has  detailed  thai 
which  is  pursued  at  Almaden,  in  Spain,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Acade- 
my of  Science  for  the  year  1719.  Sage  has  given  a  description  of  that 
which  is  employed  in  Bohemia ;  they  are  founded  upon  the  same  gene^ 
ral  principles,  though  they  materially  diflbr  in  the  nature  of  the  appara- 
tus, the  time  required  for  the  completion  of  the  preparation,  ancl  the 
number  of  persons  demanded  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Antoine  Jussieu,  when  he  described  the  mines  of  Almaden,  and  the 
operations  that  were  there  performed  in  the  year  1719,  observed,  that 
they  did  not  emit  any  exhalation  deleterious  to  vegetable  life  ;  that  the 
neighborhood  and  the  soil  above  the  mines  were  fertile,  that  only  (be 
convicts  employed  in  the  interior  suffered  from  any  violent  disease,  attd 
this  he  attributes  to  the  mercury  volatilized  by  tlie  fires  which  are  oon- 
stantly  burning.  Exposure  to  the  vapor  issuing  from  this  metal  wiii 
speedily  destroy  life,  or  produce  disease.  Of  this  a  most  remarkable 
instance  is  detailed  in  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Lisbon,  dated  the 
12th  of  May,  1810,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  "  Ed* 
inburgh  Medical  and  Sui^ical  Journal,"  and  which,  the  year  foilowii^^ 
was  the  subject  of  some  remarks  in  the  ''  London  Medical  and  Phyei- 
cal  Journal."  In  April,  of  the  year  1810,  the  Triumph,  man-of-war, 
and  the  Phipps,  schooner,  saved  from  the  wreck  of  a  Spanish  ship,  off 
Cadiz,  a  large  quantity  of  quicksilver.  The  Triumph  took  on  board 
thirty  tons,  contained  in  leathern  bags  of  fifty  pounds  each  ;  these  bags 
were  picked  up  on  the  shore,  and  were  saturated  with  sea-water  ;  they 
were  collected  and  stowed  below  in  the  bread-room  after-hold,  and  store*' 
rooms  forward.  In  about  a  fortnight  many  of  them  decayed  and  burst, 
and  the  mercury  escaped  into  the  recesses  of  the  ship  ;  at  this  period 
bilge-water  bad  collected,  the  stench  of  which  was  consideraUe,  and  the 
carpenter's  mate,  in  the  act  of  sounding  the  well,  was  nearly  suffixrated ; 
the  common  effect  of  the  escape  of  bilge-water  is  to  change,  from  the 
escape  of  the  gas,  every  metallic  substance  in  the  ship  to  a  black  color, 
but  on  this  occasion  every  metal  was  coated  with  quicksilver ;  an  alarm- 
ing illness  broke  out  amongst  the  crew,  all  of  whom  were  m(»e  or  leas 
salivated.  The  surgeons,  pursers,  and  three  petty  officers,  who  weft ' 
nearest  the  place  where  it  was  stowed,  felt  the  effects  the  roost,  tbeii^  - 
heads  and  tongues  having  swollen  to  an  alarming  degree.  The  Triumph 
was  sent  to  Gibraltar  to  be  cleared,  and  the  people  were  placed  in  the 
hospital.  The  quantity  on  hoard  the  Phipps  was  not  so  great,  but  she 
was  sent  to  Lisbon  to  be  cleared  by  boring  a  bole  in  her  bottom  to  allow 
the  quicksilver  to  run  out.  Every  rat,  moose,  and  cock-roach  on  boat^ 
was  destfogred,  and  the  symptoms  of  a  general  saljvatioo.  appeased  in  a  ' 
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strong  degree.  Some  attributed  the  effluvia  to  the  bags  having  been 
acted  upon  by  the  sea*water,  and  Dr.  George  Pearson  attempted  to  en- 
plain  the  phenomena,  but  not  satisraclorily.  Of  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment Dr.  Baird  and  three  surgeons  bear  sufficient  testimony. 

or  its  effects  upon  miners  we  may  hkewise  judge  by -a  narrative  tliat 
is  given  by  Dr.  John  Wilkins,  in  the  <<  Philosophical  Transactions,"  in 
the  year  1666,  in  which  he  describes  the  quicksilver  mines  at  Frinh,  in 
the  Venetian  territory  ;  he  says  that,  although  none  of  the  miners  stay 
under  ground  above  six  hours,  all  of  them  die  hectic  or  become  paraly- 
tic. He  saw  there  a  n)an,  who  had  not  been  in  the  mines  for  above  a 
half  a  year  before,  so  full  of  mercury,  that  on  putting  a  piece  of  brass 
in  bis  mouth,  or  rubbing  it  between  his  fingers,  it  immediately  became 
white  like  silver,  and  precisely  the  same  as  if  mercury  had  been  rubbed 
upon  it ;  and  so  paralytic  was  the  unfortunate  man  that  he  could  not,  with 
both  his  hands,  carry  a  glass  half  full  of  wine  to  his  mouth  without 
spilling  it,  though  the  doctor  quaintly  adds,  he  loved  the  wine  too  well 
to  throw  it  away.  It  appears  that  both  the  shaking  palsy  and  salivation 
are  the  consequences  of  the  exposure  to  the  vapor,  or  to  the  metal  in  its 
usual  state,  but  that  those  who  are  liable  to  the  one  are  not  so  to  the 
other,  but  the  same  exposure  may  cause  salivation  in  one  individual  and 
palsy  in  another.  Of  this  Dr.  Christison  furnishes  us  with  an  illustra- 
tion which  he  learnt  from  his  friend,  Mr.  Hardinger,  the  mineralogist. 
A  barooieter-maker,  and  one  of  his  men,  were  exposed  one  night,  during 
sleep,  to  the  vapors  of  mercury,  from  a  pot  on  a  stove  in  which  a  fire 
had  been  accidentally  kindled  ;  they  were  both  most  severely  aflTected, 
the  latter  with  salivation,  which  caused  the  loss  of  all  his  teeth,  the  for- 
mer with  shaking  palsy,  which  lasted  all  his  life.  Dr.  Falconer,  of 
Bath,  gives  us  an  account  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  application  of 
this  metal,  in  the  form  of  a  girdle  worn  round  the  waist,  especially  by 
females  of  the  lower  order  for  the  cure  of  the  itch,  as  being  a  cleanlier 
proceeding,  and  more  free  from  foetor  than  ointments  composed  of  sul- 
phur. Many  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Bath  Hospital,  and  the  symp- 
toms wbksh  were  exhibited  were  a  degree  of  general  weakness  approach- 
ing to  palsy,  great  pain  and  tremor  in  the  limbs,  and  often  violent  head- 
ache. It  is  worth  remarking  here  that  an  instance  lately  occurred  in 
the  Bath  Hospital,  where  all  the  symptoms  that  distinguish  the  poison 
of  lead  were  observed,  even  the  loss  of  tone  in  the  muscles  of  the  wrist, 
ID  consequence  of  the  use  of  mercurial  ointment  for  the  cure  of  the  itch. 

Merat,  in  the  appendix  to  his  '<  Treatise  on  MetalFic  Colic,"  has  de- 
scribed very  admirably  the  *<  tremblement  raetallique  ;"  and  Dr.  Bate- 
maoy  in  b»  history  of  the  disease  to  which  mirror-silverers  are  subject, 
has  also  painted  it  remarkably  well.  The  attack  is  sometimes  sudden, 
at  others  gradual ;  with  unsteadiness  and  the  shaking  of  the  arms  and 
limbs,  which  prevent  walking,  speaking,  or  masticating ;  for  the  tremors 
become  frequent,  nay,  almost  constant ;  every  action  is  performed  by 
starts ;  if  the  occupation  which  produced  it  be  continued,  sleeplessness, 
loss  of  memory,  and  death,  terminate  the  scene  ;  a  peculiar  brownish 
boa  of  the  whole  body,  and  dry  skin,  generally  accompany  the  disease. 
Jo  its  first  attack  it  may  be  taken  for  St.  Yitus's  dance,  in  its  later  stages 
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for  delirium  tremens.  Wherever  mercury  is  employed  in  the  arts  or 
manufactures^  great  attention  is  necessary  to  cleanliness,  by  which  means 
all  bad  consequences  may  be  avoided. 

[To  be  continued.] 


CURVATURE  OF  THE  SPINE. 
BT  joh:«   b.  browzc,  H.n.,  of  boston. 
rComrounieated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

To  John  C,  Warren.  M.D..  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in 

Haying  had  some  conversation  with  you  upon  the  treatment  of  spinal 
affections,  and  knowing  the  lively  interest  you  always  take  in  the  im- 
provement of  every  branch  of  your  profession,  as  well  as  from  the  high 
standing  you  occupy  as  a  surgeon  and  physician,  I  am  induced  to  ad- 
dress to  you  the  following  remarks.  Having  lost  my  eldest  son  (as  you 
well  know)  by  inflammation  of  the  great  spinal  cord,  and  having  now 
my  second  son  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine, 
my  attention  has  been  forcibly  drawn  to  the  study  and  treatment  of  spi- 
nal diseases  generally,  and  to  the  correction  of  other  deformities  of  the 
human  body,  such  as  distortions  of  the  limbs,  club-feet,  &c.  Sic,  and  I 
hope  my  exertions  may  not  prove  entirely  useless  to  those  who  may  be 
suffering  under  these  complaints. 

Spinal  affections  are,  for  some  reason  or  other,  daily  increasing  in  this 
community.  My  impression  is  that  the  rigid  discipline  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  seats  in  our  public  schools  are  fruitful  sources  of  curva- 
ture of  the  spine.  I  have  had  two  young  misses,  in  the  same  fumily, 
with  this  affection,  brought  on,  as  I  am  confident,  by  their  sitting  posture 
at  school,  i  can  point  out  to  you  ten  or  twelve  roasters  and  misses 
(mostly  misses)  in  one  school  in  this  city,  who  have  curvatures  of  the 
spine,  produced,  as  I  fully  believe,  by  the  bad  construction  of  the  seats, 
and  the  posture  in  which  the  regulations  of  the  school  compel  them  to 
sit  four  or  five  hours  in  succession.  Imagine,  for  instance,  a  delicate  young 
miss  seated,  on  a  piece  of  plank,  of  a  size  a  little  larger  than  your  two 
bands,  and  required  to  sit  there  four  or  five  hours  without  any  support  to 
the  back.  The  muscles  of  the  back  soon  become  tired,  and  she,  to  re- 
lieve them,  inclines  to  one  side  or  the  other,  and  from  some  accidental 
circumstance  she  generally  gets  into  the  habit  of  inclining  to  one  par- 
ticular side,  i.  e.  to  the  right  or  left.  The  spine,  of  course,  acquires  a 
curve  in  the  opposite  direction.  One  shoulder  blade  projects  out,  and 
one  hip  is  more  elevated  than  the  other.  Mothers,  who  are  sharp-sight- 
ed, with  regard  to  any  defect  in  the  symmetry  of  their  children,  and  par- 
ticularly of  their  daughters,  are  generally  the  first  to  observe  their  de- 
formities. They  are  commonly  not  aware  that  these  irregularities  are 
caused  by  a  distortion  of  the  spine.  If  the  spine  is  accurately  examined 
at  this  time,  it  will  generally  be  found  nearly  to  represent  the  Italic  letter 
S,  If  judicious  applications  are  made  at  this  early  period  of  the  dis- 
ease, the  body  may  almost  universally  be  restored  to  its  pristine  sbapo 
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and  symmetry,  and  the  spine  brought  up  to  an  erect  position ;  but  if 
suffered  to  go  on  unattended  to,  the  deformity  becomes  incurable,  and 
produces  much  mortiGcation  and  sufiering  to  the  unfortunate  individual 
who  may  be  the  subject  of  it. 

Another  cause  of  curved  spines,  not  unfrequent  in  our  public  schools, 
b  the  desks  on  which  children  write.  The  desks  are  frequently  not 
adapted  to  the  height  of  the  pupil.  Imagine,  for  instance,  a  young 
master  or  miss  compelled  to  write  two  hours,  per  day,  on  a  desk  from 
four  to  six  inches  too  high.  The  right  shoulder  must,  necessarily,  be 
elevated,  the  right  shoulder  blade  thrown  out,  and  the  spine  of  course 
curved.  What  posture-master,  if  he  wished  to  produce  a  permanent 
distortion  of  the  spine,  could  adopt  a  more  ready  method  of  accom- 
plishing his  object,  than  this  ? 

It  now,  Sir,  becomes  proper  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  mode  of 
treating  curvatures  of  the  spine,  after  they  have  taken  place.  It  was 
formerly  the  custom,  particularly  among  machine  makers,  to  load  tbe 
unfortunate  sufferer  with  irons,  or  brass  encasements ;  and  some  modera 
practitioners  Tvery  few,  1  believe),  in  this  branch  of  surgery,  have  re- 
sumed this  obsolete  practice.  They  are  called  dressings.  The  first 
dressing  consists  of  frames  of  iron,  applied  to  the  back  and  front  of  tbe 
body,  and  extending  from  the  hips  up  above  the  shoulders.  These 
frames  are  connected  together  by  screws,  and  are  so  constructed  as  to 
press  forcibly  upon  the  most  prominent  parts  of  the  body  ;  for  instance, 
as  it  may  be,  the  right  shoulder  and  the  left  breast — the  pressure  being 
diagonal.  These  frames,  as  I  have  before  said,  are  united  by  screws,  or 
some  other  apparatus  which  renders  them  capable  of  being  tightened 
to  any  degree,  consistent  with  the  endurance  of  the  patient.  These 
machines  are  suffered  to  be  worn  for  some  months,  and  daily  drawn 
tighter,  for  the.  purpose,  as  it  is  said,  of  forcing  the  bones  into  place. 
After  this  process  has  been  gone  through,  the  body  is  incarcerated  in  a 
solid  brass  mould,  adapted  in  some  measure  to  the  shape  and  size  of 
the  body  which  it  is  intended  to  envelope  ;  it  extends  from  the  hips  to 
the  arm  pits,  and  is  so  constructed  as  to  take  a  bearing  upon  the  hips. 
This  apparatus  is  made  of  solid  brass,  with  folding  doors  in  front,  so  as 
to  admit  the  body,  after  which  the  doors  are  closed,  and  secured  by 
strong  fastenings,  so  constructed  that  they  may  be  drawn  tighter  and 
tighter  every  day.  The  unfortunate  sufferer  is  not  permitted  to  take  off 
this  coat  of  mail,  even  at  night,  but  is  compelled  to  sleep  in  it,  and  tbb 
for  iponths,  and  perhaps  years.  What  is  the  result  of  this  mode  of 
treatment  ?  What  must  it  necessarily  be  ?  Perspiration  is  obstructed, 
circulation  is  impeded,  the  internal  organs  are  compressed,  the  lungs 
have  not  room  to  play,  the  heart  is  embarrassed  in  its  motions,  the  lower 
limbs  swell,  consumption  and  a  chain  of  untoward  symptoms  follow  in 
the  train. 

But  suppose  the  internal  organs  are  capable  of  sustaining  themselves 
under  this  pressure,  and  that  they  are  able  to  carry  on  their  healthy  ao- 
tion^  and  perform  their  natural  functions,  under  all  these  impediraeots ; 
what  will  the  effects  of  this  mode  of  treatment  be  upon  the  muscles  of 
Ihe  back— 4hose  o^uscles  intended  by  nature  for  the  support  of  the 
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fabric,  to  sustain  the  spine  in  its  erect  position,  and  to  support  the  weight 
of  the  bead  and  shoulders  ?  These  having  been  kept  in  a  state  of  in« 
action,  have  lost  the  power  of  action.  When  the  artificial  supports 
are  taken  away,  they  are  incapable  of  sustaining  the  weight  of  the 
body,  and  che  spine  sometimes  curves  to  an  alarming  degree.  1  have 
some  drawings,  taken  from  nature  (which  you  have  undoubtedly  seen), 
of  curvatures  of  the  spine  which  are  appalling  to  the  sight.  1  cannot 
bur  think  that  this  method  of  treating  distortions  of  the  spine  is  injudi- 
cious, unphilosophical,  and  calculated  to  do  much  harm  ;  and  I  am  sus- 
tained in  this  opinion  by  very  good  authority. 

The  following  quotations  have  a  strong  bearing  upon  this  point.  Dr.  ^ 
Portal,  a  very  eminent  French  physician,  in  speaking  of  the  strong,  stiff 
stays  in  fashion  at  the  time  he  Wrote,  says,  <<  Those  who  use  them  are 
sure  to  become  distorted,  for  the  muscles  of  the  spine  have  been  so 
weakened  by  the  want  of  use,  that  when  the  artificial  props  are  remov- 
ed, they  are  no  longer  capable  of  supporting  the  body."  Van  Swieten, 
the  Dutch  physician,  whose  name  is  illustrious  in  the  annals  of  medicine, 
gives  even  a  more  distressing  picture  of  the  condition  into  which  wo- 
men may  fall,  who  have  been  accustomed,  from  their  infancy,  to  wear 
stiff  stays.  But  the  name  lorica  (coat  of  mail)  by  which  he  designates 
them,  and  his  observations,  would  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  stays  worn 
in  his  day  were  peculiarly  stiff  and  strong.  '*  Those,  who  have  been 
long  accustomed  to  wear  lorica  can  never  lay  them  aside,  for  fear  of  the 
cbest  falling  forwards  in  consequence  of  the  weakened  state  of  those 
muscles,  which,  when  properly  exercised,  are  not  only  capable  of  sup- 
porting the  weight  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  but  even  of  heavy 
burdens.  Indeed  1  could  not  view  but  with  pity,  those  who  were  so 
wretchedly  reduced  as  not  to  dare  to  take  off  the  stays  even  to  go  to 
sleep,  much  less  to  raise  themselves,  or  to  keep  the  body  erect  if 
brought  into  that  position." 

Mr.  J.  Shaw,  who  has  published  an  able  treatise  on  curvature  of  the 
spine,  makes  the  following  remarks.  ''  We  can  conceive  the  bad  effects 
that  must  have  ensued  from  wearing  such  machines ;  indeed,  the  conse- 
quences are  well  described  by  an  eminent  author  who  wrote  about  sixty 
years  ago.  Some  nations  have  fancied  that  nature  did  not  give  a  good 
shape  to  the  head,  and  thought  it  would  be  better  to  mould  it  into  the 
form  of  a  sugar  loaf.  The  Chinese  think  a  woman's  foot  much  hand- 
somer, if  squeezed  into  one  third  part  of  its  natural  size.  Some  Afri- 
can nations  have  a  like  quarrel  with  the  shape  of  the  nose,  which  they. 
think  ought  to  be  laid  as  flat  as  possible  with  the  face.  We  laugh  at 
the  folly  and  are  shocked  at  the  cruelty  of  these  barbarians,  but  think  it 
a  very  clear  case  that  the  natural  shape  of  a  woman's  body  is  not  so 
elegant  as  we  can  make  it  by  the  confinement  of  stays.  The  common 
effect  of  this  practice  is  obstruction  in  the  lungs,  from  their  not  having 
suflicient  room  to  play,  which,  besides  tainting  the  breath,  cuts  off  num- 
bers of  young  women  in  the  very  bloom  of  life.  But  nature  has  shown 
her  resentment  of  this  practice,  by  rendering  above  half  the  women  of 
fashion  deformed,  in  some  degree  or  other.  Deformity  is  peculiar  to 
the  civilized  part  of  mankind^  and  is  almost  always  the  work  of  his  owq 
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bands.  The  superior  strength,  just  proportion,  and  agility  of  saFages, 
are  entirely  the  efiects  of  their  education,  of  their  living  mostly  iD  the 
open  air,  and  their  Tunbs  never  having  suffered  any  confinement " 

The  above  quotations  tend  to  show  the  bad  effects  of  artificial  sup- 
ports applied  to  the  human  body  in  such  a  manner  as  to  impede  the  free 
exercise  of  the  muscles,  and  prove  very  decidedly  the  absurdity  of  the 
method  1  have  above  described  of  incarcerating  the  body  in  iron  or  brass 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  distortions  of  the  spine — a  method  which, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  this  enlightened  age  is  still  practised  by  soniei  but 
I  am  happy  to  think  very  few. 

My  method.  Sir,  of  treating  curvatures  of  the  spine,  stoops,  &c, 
may  be  comprised  in  a  few  words.  My  object  is  to  give  physical 
strength  to  the  muscles  generally,  and  particularly  to  those  immediately 
connected  with  the  defect  I  wish  to  remedy.  Occasionally  some  arti6- 
cial  support  is  necessary,  but  I  make  use  of  none  that  at  all  interferes 
with  the  free  use  of  the  muscles.  The  inclined  plane  that  I  employ  is 
80  constructed  that  it  extends  the  spine,  and  at  the  same  time  keeps  the 
muscles  of  the  back  and  loins  in  constant  exercise.  Shampooing,  thumbing 
and  friction  are  powerful  auxiliaries  in  the  treatment  of  spinal  affections. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  to  you,  Sir,  that  in  devoting  a  portion  of  my 
time  to  attending  to  spinal  affections,  I  do  not  intend  to  neglect  or  be  re* 
miss  in  attending  to  the  other  duties  of  my  profession. 

[  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully,        J.  B.  Brown. 


CASE    OF   HYPOPIUM  FROM   INJURY    OF   THE   CORNEA. 

BT    EDWARD  J.    DAVENPORT,  M.D.,   BOSTON. 
[Communicaied  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

John  Pearce,  stone  mason,  set.  30,  applied  at  the  Boston  Eye  In- 
6rmary  on  Monday,  19th  February,  with  an  inflammation  of  the  left  eye, 
arising  from  a  fragment  of  steel  imbedded  in  the  cornea  since  the  Thurs- 
day previous,  the  removal  of  which  had  been  attempted  in  vain  by  the 
means  usually  resorted  to  in  such  cases.  At  the  lime  of  this  application 
there  existed  redness  and  tumefaction  of  the  ocular  conjunctiva,  with 
considerable  pain  and  lachrymation,  aggravated  upon  exposure  of  the  eye 
to  light.  The  day  following  that  upon  which  the  accident  occurred,  be 
had  severe  pain,  but  now  suffers  less  pain,  but  complains  occasionally  of 
distress  from  a  sensation  as  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  eye,  especially  upon 
moving  it  about.  The  particle  of  steel  was  lodged  in  the  cornea  nearly  op- 
posite to  the  pupil,  and  appeared  to  be  covered  by  a  thin  layer  of  lymph, 
which  undoubtedly  served,  in  some  measure,  to  protect  the  part  from  the 
friction  of  the  eyelids,  and  by  this  means  to  diminish  the  patient's  suffer- 
ings. It  seemed  to  have  transfixed  or  passed  through  the  substance  of  the 
cornea ;  and  owin^  to  a  superficial  ulceration  that  had  occurred  around 
—a  spontaneous  effort  of  nature  to  effect  its  removal — it  was  situated  in 
a  pit  or  depression  in  the  cornea.  A  nebulous  opacity  extended  around 
this  spot  to  some  distance,  but  was  most  dense  and  white  where  the  sieA 
was  jo  contact  with  the  cornea.    The  iris  (naturally  of  a  blueisb-grey 
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color)  had  assumed  a  slight  greenish  tinge,  especially  about  the  annuhis 
minor ;  and  the  pupil  showed  a  disposition  to  contract. 

These  circumstances,  together  with  the  existing  inflammation  and  the 
minute  size  of  the  substance  to  be  operated  on,  rendered  its  disiodgment 
«xtreroely  difficult ;  and  after  several  ineffectual  attempts  with  a  fine 
cataract  needle,  the  pointed  extremity  of  a  curette,  &c.,  I  directed  the 
patient  to  make  use  of  the  proper  means  to  subdue  the  inflammation, 
and  afterwards  to  apply  to  the  ulcer  and  foreign  body,  with  a  fine  camel's 
hair  pencil,  a  weak  solution  of  muriatic  acid  in  distilled  water.*  In  four 
days  he  returned  with  a  severe  inflammation  of  the  left  eye,  having  neg- 
lected to  make  use  of  the  depletory  remedies  recommended  at  the  pre- 
VKMJS  visiL  The  eye  now  presented  the  following  appearances  of  grave 
disease,  viz.,  vessels  of  the  ocular  conjunctiva  and  of  the  sclerotic  tunic 
much  injected ;  cornea,  hazy  and  dull  throughout  nearly  its  whole  ex- 
lent  ;  at  the  lower  part  of  the  anterior  chamber,  a  considerable  deposit 
of  purulent  matter,  with  a  line  of  pus  or  lymph  of  a  yellow  color  ad- 
hering to  the  posterior  surface  of  the  cornea,  and  extending  from  the 
point  at  which  the  steel  had  threatened  to  pass  through  the  cornea, 
downwards  to  the  bottom  of  the  chamber ;  the  iris  had  become  of  a 
distinct  green  color,  and  the  pupil  was  contracted,  irregular,  and  without 
motk>n — all  of  which  clearly  indicated  that  an  inflammatory  action  had 
been  set  up  in  that  membrane  ;  the  patient  retained  merely  the  percep- 
tion of  light,  without  the  power  of  distinguishing  objects  ;  the  pain  was 
characteristic  of  internal  inflammation  of  the  eye,  that  is  to  say,  it  af- 
fected the  brow  and  temple,  and  was  aggravated  at  night  or  upon  as- 
suming the  recumbent  posture.  There  was  thirst,  with  loss  of  appe- 
tite ;  pulse  not  affected.  Upon  looking  for  the  speck  of  steel,  the  ex- 
citing cause  of  all  this  mischief,  it  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  Whether  it 
bad  passed  through  the  cornea  into  the  anterior  chamber — not  an  im- 
probable supposition — or  whether,  loosened  and  detached  from  its  situa- 
tion by  the  ulcerative  process,  it  had  escaped  externally,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  decide,  nor  was  the  question  one  of  much  practical  importance. 
The  critical  condition  of  the  eye,  rendered  necessary  an  immediate  re- 
course to  active  measures.  Accordingly  a  vein  was  opened  in  the  arm, 
from  whbh  he  was  freely  bled,  and  with  manifest  relief  of  the  pain  and 
uneasiness  of  the  eye.  Four  hours  afterwards,  the  pain  having  returned 
in  some  degree,  cups  were  applied  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  blood 
was  taken  until  absolute  faintness  occurred.  The  bloodletting  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  active  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap  and  infusion  of  senna. 

Friiai/y  23d.  The  pain  has  diminished,  and  the  vascularity  of  the 
eye  is  somewhat  less ;  in  other  respects  the  same.  He  was  cupped 
uom  the  temple  to  six  or  eight  ounces,  and  was  directed  to  take,  night 
and  morning,  one  of  the  following  pills,  viz. :  R.  Hydrargyri  submuria- 
tis,  gr.  xij. ;  opii  pulveris,  camphorae,  aa  gr.  vj.  Misce  :  in  pil.  No.  vj. 
dividend.  Fomentations  of  poppy  leaves  were  ^frequently  applied  to 
the  eye,  and  strict  antiphlogistic  diet  and  regimen,  with  rest  in  a  dark 
BOom,  were  enjoined. 

Saturday.    The  opacity  of  the  cornea  had  disappeared,  except  in 

•  10  drojn  of  Um  ae^d  lo  oneoaaea  of  w^terr 
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the  vicinity  of  the  ulcer.  Upon  looking  obliquely  into  the  anterior 
chamber,  an  effusion  of  lymph  was  visible  in  the  pupil,  or  ratber,  be- 
tween the  pupil  and  cornea.  Six  leeches  were  applied  to  the  temple, 
and  he  was  directed  calomel  and  opium  every  six  hours,  for  the  purpose 
of  arresting  the  inflammation  of  the  iris  and  of  promoting  the  absorptioo 
of  the  effused  matter.  To'  prevent  adhesions  of  the  iris  from  taking 
place,  the  extract  of  stramonium  was  freely  applied  round  the  brows 
and  on  the  upper  eyelid. 

Sunday.  The  patient  reported  himself  free  from  pain.  The  vascu- 
larity of  the  eye  had  diminished  much,  and  the  purulent  and  lymphatic 
deposits  were  materially  lessened.     Continue  treatment. 

Monday.  The  pupil  was  well  dilated  by  the  stramonium,  and  ex- 
hibited great  irregularity  of  the  pupillary  margin,  with  some  adhesions 
to  the  capsule  of  the  lens.  The  gums  had  become  tender,  and  vision 
was  rapidly  improving.  May  continue  the  calomel  and  opium  at  longer 
intervals,  with  laxative  medicine,  if  required. 

Tuesday.  Not  a  trace  of  the  effusion  in  the  pupil  or  anterior  cham- 
ber can  be  discovered,  and  the  patient  has  regained  a  clearness  of  visioD, 
but  little  inferior  to  that  of  the  sound  eye.  The  ulcer  of  the  coniei 
showing  no  disposition  to  cicatrise,  it  was  touched  with  a  saturated  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  the  patient  was  advised  to  continue,  for  a 
short  time  longer,  moderate  doses  of  calomel  and  the  application  of  the 
extract  of  stramonium,  and  also  to  protect  the  eye  by  wearing  over  it  a 
pasteboard  shade.  On  Wednesday  he  returned  home  into  the  counciy, 
and  soon  after  was  able  to  resume  his  work. 

March  20<&.  J.  P.,  the  subject  of  this  communication,  goes  abroad 
with  the  eye  uncovered,  as  before  the  accident  occurred,  a  slight  weak- 
ness, only,  of  the  eye  remaining  when  exposed  to  bright  light.  The 
iris  has  regained  its  natural  mobility  and  color.  The  ulcer  of  the  cornea 
^  now  presents  the  appearance  of  a  dimple  or  deep  indentation  with 
smooth*  round  edges,  and  is  nearly  transparent.  This  offers  some  im- 
pediment to  perfect  vision  in  that  eye,  and  causes  some  confusion  when 
both  eyes  are  applied  at  the  same  time  upon  minute  objects.  This  con- 
dition of  the  cornea,  however,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  remediable  by 
any  known  treatment,  but  time  and  use  or  habit  may  make  it  less  per* 
neptible,  and  therefore  less  annoying  to  the  patient. 

March  28, 1838.     No.  4  Winter  Street. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     APRIL    4,    J838. 


EPILEPSY  CURED   BY  TREPANNING. 

On  a  morning  visit,  last  week,  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hoepitai, 
ve  saw  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Sewell,  of  Scituate.  a  patient  of  the  inatittttioa, 
vboaa  case  is  so  remarkable  that  we  iotend  herei^er  to  publish  a  corn- 
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^ete  history  of  it  from  the  beginningi  with  a  view  of  placing  on  pevm»- 
nent  medical  record  a  most  interesting  triumph  of  surgical  skill. 

Without  at  all  anticipating  the  details  of  the  proposed  report,  suffice 
it  to  say,  that  owing  to  a  diseased  condition  of  the  bones  of  the  skull  on 
the  left  and  upper  surfkce  of  the  head,  Mr.  Sewell  had  not  only  been  in 
constant  pain,  more  or  less,  for  twelve  years,  but  he  was  subject  to  sud- 
den and  violent  fits,  as  they  are  commonly  denominated,  which  some- 
times continued,  without  interruption,  nearly  two  hours.  Twice  or  three 
times,  of  late,  he  was  thus  instantly  bereft  of  consciousness,  and  thrown 
into  violent  spasrtis,  while  officiating  in  the  church  of  which  he  is  the  pas- 
tor. Under  these  circumstances,  he  came  to  Boston  for  advice.  Dr. 
George  Hayward,  after  examining  into  all  the  circumstances,  was  con- 
vinced that  the  only  mode  of  relieving  an  obvious  pressure  on  the  brain, 
was  to  take  out  a  portion  of  bone  at  the  point  which  seemed  to  be  the 
locus  of  disease.  He  accordingly  trepanned  the  gentleman,  taking  out 
a.  button  of  bone  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  Although 
the  pain  of  the  operation  was  intense,  the  patient  did  not  utter  a  com- 

Elaint,  and  on  the  instant  of  raising  the  bone  from  the  brain,  he  said  he 
ad  not  been  so  perfectly  free  from  pain  in  twelve  years  before.  There 
has  been  no  return  of  epilepsy  ;  the  wound  is  nearly  healed  ;  he  feels 
well,  looks  well,  and,  to  our  apprehension,  will  soon  return  to  his  church 
and  society  in  perfect  health.  The  pulsations  of  the  brain  are  now  seen 
on  his  head,  precisely  as  we  notice  them  over  the  fontanelles  of  young 
children. 

Owing  to  compression  of  the  brain,  its  functions  were  interrupted,  and 
the  whole  machinery  of  the  body  thrown  at  times  into  irregular  spas- 
modic action,  which  was  destructive  to  health,  and  was  continually  grow- 
ing worse.  To  the  ingenuity  and  science  of  Dr.  Hayward,  therefore,  he 
owes  his  life  ;  and  the  community  will  rejoice,  with  the  suffisrer  and  his 
friends,  in  the  goodness  of  that  Providence  who  has  thus  restored  him  to 
health  and  happiness. 


MEDICINE   IN   FRANCE,   ENGLAND,  AND   GERMANY. 

Much  as  we  have  been  instructed  by  the  article  in  the  American  Medi- 
cal Library,  entitled,  ''  Observations  on  the  Comparatitie  State  of  Medi- 
cine in  France^  Ef^land^  and  Germany ^^^  had  it  not  been  that  the  name  of 
our  old  acquaintance,  Edward  G.  Davis,  M.D.,  was  prefixed,  as  transla- 
tor, perhaps  the  pages  would  not  have  been  quite  so  thoroughly  examin- 
ed. The  writer  of  the  treatise  is  one  Dr.  Adolph  Muehry,  a  surgeon  of 
Hanover,  who  resided  several  months  in  Paris  and  London,  subsequent- 
ly journeyed  through  England  to  Dublin,  and  finally  went  to  the  North 
of  Germany  in  1835.  He  is  no  retailer  of  small  ware — no  chronicler  of 
vninteresting  daily  events,  but  a  sort  of  general  surveyor  of  medical 
science  in  three  great  kingdoms.  On  this  account,  the  book — for  such  it 
18,  in  fact,  having  been  published  by  itself,  since  its  appearance  in  the 
Library,  making  126  pages,  8vo.  with  an  index — becomes  a  valuable  ac- 
quisition to  the  medical  reader,  and  in  a  private  library  would  frequently 
bo  consulted.  Dr.  Davis,  formerly  of  Boston,  has  an  admirable  tact  in 
expressing  the  ideas  of  foreigners,  in  pure  English ;  and  all  his  transla- 
trions-^for  he  is  an  uncommonly  industrious,  but  unobtrusive  laborer-— 
have  been  characterized  by  a  happy  facility  of  expression.    We  are 
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reaHy  glad  that  he  is  appreciated  by  the  literati  of  Philadelphia  ;  he 
an  indefatigabie  scholar  and  an  honest  man. 


Medical  Monopolies  Abroad, — Nothing  strikes  the  American  reader  of 
aome  of  the  London  Journals  with  more  surprise,  that  the  eternal  aeries 
of  complaints  which  are  made  against  medical  abuses  in  England,  Irelaad 
and  Scotland.  Although  the  hue  and  cry  was  raised  more  than  tvenly 
years  ago,  against  the  monopolists,  and  parliamentary  coromitteea  have 
been  in  session  as  long  as  the  siege  of  Troy,  things  are  still  terribly  al 
odds  and  ends,  judging  from  the  never-ending  complaints  of  correspon- 
dents and  the  scarifying,  blister-searching  criticisms  of  editors  into  the 
doings  of  schools,  colleges,  and  hospitals.  Just  so  surely  as  a  maa 
rises  to  distinction,  whether  by  merit,  wealth,  or  family,  unless  he  ia  for- 
tified with  an  indomitable  spirit  of  independence,  a  pack  of  hungry  cors 
will  seize  him  by  the  heels  and  never  relinquish  their  hold  till  their  per- 
secuted victim  drops  the  bone  or  dies.  Those,  therefore,  who  are  able 
to  resist  the  unjusti(iable  influences  oflen  set  in  array  against  them,  aad 
who  secure  a  reputation  worth  possessing,  may  be  regarded  as  men  of  a 
very  superior  order.  A  similar  feeling  of  hostility  to  succeasfui  indi- 
viduals, as  well  as  public  charitable  institutions,  is  beginning  to  be  mani- 
fested in  the  United  States.  We  are  continually  receiving  comroisnica- 
tions  which  show  very  clearly  what  alterations  are  pressingly  needed  to 
move  the  wheels  according  to  the  pretended  wise  will  of  the  public 
Still,  on  analysing  these  benevolent  projects,  we  invariably  discover,  ia 
the  sequel,  that  the  writer  is  a  discontented,  disappointed  person,  or  an 
intriguing  fault-finder,  whose  only  hope  of  success  is  to  dispossess  aonw 
worthier  individual,  and  in  the  turmoil  and  confusion  which  would  reauU 
from  a  successful  attack  on  a  good  reputation,  spring  into  the  aaddle 
and  escape  with  the  courser. 


Health  Law. — A  Committee  of  the  Council  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  were  recently  heard  by  a  Committee  of  the  Legislature.  Tbe 
Hon.  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Springfield,  was  chairman.  One  of  the  objects, 
it  will  be  recollected,  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  is  a  repeal  of  that  odioas 
feature  of  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  which  imposes  a  fine  upon  physiciaas 
for  not  reporting  a  case  of  some  kinds  of  disease,  when,  in  fact,  half  the 
time,  it  is  impossible  to  decide  whether  the  malady  is  dangerous  to  tlia 
public  health  or  not. 


List  of  Accidents  admitted  into  the  Pennsylvania  Hospitalyfrom  Mardi 
1th,  to  March  2lstj  1838. — One  incised  wound  of  the  lip,  opening  the 
coronary  artery  ;  a  single  suture  was  applied,  passing  through  the  artery, 
and  the  wound  healed  in  three  days.  One  lacerated  wound  of  the  scalp. 
One  wound  of  the  eye,  from  a  stone  thrown  by  a  blast  of  gunpowder ; 
the  upper  portion  of  the  iris  was  torn  from  its  adhesions  ;  severe  inflam- 
mation followed  ;  V.  S.  twice,  to  fainting ;  purging,  a  blister,  and  rigid 
diet — doing  well.  One  contusion  of  the  side,  from  a  fall,  discharged 
cured  in  seven  days.  One  sprained  ankle.  One  fractured  claTicle, 
seven  days  afler  the  injury,  discharged  in  seven  days,  union  perfeotlj 
formed.  One  bite  of  a  dog  in  the  hand  :  the  part  involved  was  cut  out. 
One  sprain  of  the  wrist-joint.  .One  lacerated  wound  of  hand,  with  frac- 
ture or  the  fingers. — Med.  Examiner. 
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Medical  Miecellany, — The  mortality  of  the  city  of  Berlin,  the  capital 
of  Prussia,  last  year,  was  11,045,  and  the  births  10,260.  The  number 
of  illegitimate  children  born  was  1,515,  or  1  in  6. — A  resurrectionist  in 
Baltimore  has  been  doing  a  large  unprofitable  business  ;  he  had  col- 
lected several  subjects,  which  the  city  authorities  reburied. — Mons. 
Poyen  is  said  to  be  in  Hingham,  lecturing  on  animal  magnetism. — The 
cost  of  the  intended  State  Lunatic  Hospital  of  New  York,  is  limited  at 
$60,000,  which  will  not  purchase  the  site  and  brick  enough  to  enclose  it. 
- — It  is  related  that  a  woman  who  died  in  Boston,  a  few  days  since,  was 
in  the  daily  habit  of  eating  enormous  quantities  of  cake  chocolate — she 
is  represented  to  have  died  of  extreme  obesity. — Dr.  Elliotson,  of  the 
London  University,  says  his  course  consists  of  about  150  lectures  and 
20  examinations.  He  -cannot  discover  the  necessity  of  a  professorship 
of  hygiene  ! — As  usual,  the  English  Poor  Law  Commissioners  get  most 
terribly  treated  in  the  Lancet.  The  whole  difficulty  seems  to  be  this — 
the  commissioners  get  more  salary  than  their  medical  servants,  who, 
therefore,  make  most  dolorous  lamentations. — Dr.  Bradley,  the  mis- 
sionary surgeon,  at  Bankok,  the  capital  of  Siam,  in  speaking  of  ptery- 
gium at  that  place,  says  that  four  pterygia  oflen  appear  at  the  same 
time  in  a  single  individual,  one  from  each  angle  of  the  eyes,  baffling 
all  the  skill  of  the  native  doctors. — So  dreadfully  has  the  smallpox  pre- 
vailed among  the  Western  Indians,  that  it  is  asserted  that  thirty  thou- 
sand have  been  swept  away  by  it  since  the  early  part  of  the  last  autumn. 
— Mr.  Mellett,  an  Englishman,  of  Hayle,  Cornwall,  has  made  what  he 
supposes  an  improvement  in  the  key  for  tooth  drawing,  which  has  been 
familiarly  known  in  New  England,  judging  from  his  plate,  more  than 
forty  years.  Notwithstanding  the  multitudinous  improvements  in  this 
instrument,  they  all  require  main  strength  to  extract  a  tooth. — The 
Council  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  at  one  of  their  late  meetings, 
discussed  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  Medical  and  General  Life  and 
Fire  Assurance  Associalion. — A  committee  of  the  Society  was  raised  to 
communicate  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  subject  of 
imprisonment  for  debt.  Some  of  the  doctors  are  opposed  to  the  new 
scheme  of  non-imprisonment,  fearing  that  they  cannot  get  their  fees  if 
the  prison  docs  not  lend  its  terrifying  assistance. — We  understand  that  a 
certain  individual  did  not  have  a  limb  amputated,  as  stated  in  the  Journal  a 
few  weeks  ago.  We  were  misinformed,  and  this  correction  is  now  made 
cheerfully. — From  St.  Louis,  it  is  reported  that  the  steamers  Gen.  Col- 
lier and  United  States  had  arrived  from  New  Orleans  with  the  smallpox 
raging  on  board  among  the  emigrant  German  passengers.  Several  sick 
females  had  been  landed  on  the  passage  up. — Dr.  Erdmann  relates  a  case 
in  which  the  external  lining  membrane  of  a  portion  of  the  intestinal  ca- 
nal took  upon  it,  and  performed  the  functions  of,  the  internal  mucous 
membrane  for  several  years. — According  to  Shell's  experimetits,  the 
saliva  contains  a  fixed  alkali,  and  acts,  almost  universally,  as  an  alkali 
upon  test  paper. — Dr.  Schneider,  while  injecting  the  uterus  of  a  woman, 
who  died  during  the  fiflh  month  of  pregnancy,  found  that  the  injection 
passed  on  into  the  veins  of  the  placenta  ;  he  therefore  ranges  himself  on 
the  side  of  those  who  advocate  the  existence  of  a  direct  communication 
between  the  vessels  of  the  uterus  and  the  placenta. — Dr.  Elliotson  has 
reported  a  remarkable  example  of  rumination  in  the  human  subject.  In 
addition  to  this  case.  Prof.  Valentin  mentions  a  child,  two  years  of  age, 
who  fell  under  his  notice,  and  in  whom  this  anomaly  was  extreme  well 
marked,  and  had  been  also  in  its  father. 
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To  CosRK8PONocNT8.~The  writer  of  the  article  onthe«diNm  SpfHnigM^  yiXL 
oblige  the  editor  by  calling  again,  or  aending  his  name. — Other  commanxcatioiiB 
are  on  hand. 

Died, — At  his  residence  in' Arlington,  Vt,  Dr.  Abel  AyrBworth,  aged  53. — At 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  Lewis  Condict,  M .D.,  25. — At  Trenton,  Illinois,  Dr.  Hovy 
Storrs,  formerly  of  Newton,  Mass.,  31« — ^At  Carmel,  N.  J.,  Dr.  Elijah  Adams, 
formerly  of  Litchfield,  Ct,  65. 

IVbuie  number  of  deaths  in  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  Mnrch  31, 37.    Malee,  19— Females,  JS. 

Consumption,  9— child-bed,  1— rbeumntlc  Tever,  1— dropsy  ou  the  brain,9— luttg  fever, 2 — worat, 
I— apoplexy,  3— marasmus,  3— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  3— disease  of  spine,  I— gangrene,  1— ery- 
■Ipslas,  1— flu,  1— throat  distemper,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  9— ecariet  fever,  1— sAlllborn,  S. 


Dft.  LEWIS  requests  those  who  have  books  belonging  to  him,  to  return  them  immediately  at  hii 
residence.  No.  80  Boylston  Street.  4t>'A4 

CAPSULES  OF  COPAIBA. 

M.  A.  MoTHBs.  of  Paris,  has  lately  invented,  and  now  offers  to  tlie  medical  Atcnlty,  •  method  af 
ad  ministering  the  Balsam  of  Copaiba  without  taste  or  smell. 

The  pure  balsam  is  enclosed  in  capsules  of  gelatin,  which  completely  cover  lletaaco  and  flavDr,  eo  thtf 
tfaev  mav  be  swallowed  with  as  much  ease  as  any  nice  confection.  They  each  contain  eigbieee 
grains  or  the  balsam,  so  that  the  dose  can  be  measured  with  great  ease  \  they  dissolve  readily  in  ihe 
alomacb,  and  are  sure  not  to  pass  off  by  the  Intestinal  canal,  as  is  alnioiit  always  the  ca^e  with  ihe 
■olidifl«d  copaiba.  These  capsules  are  highly  commended  by  the  medical  Journals  of  Faris,  and  M. 
Mnthes  has  the  fuvomble  testimonials  of  I>rs.  Segalis,  Rostan,  RIcurt,  J>esruelles,  Cnllerier  ;  "^ 


Allbert,  MM.  Lisfranc  &  Marjolin,  who  daily  prescribe  Ihem,  and  who,  in  llieir  lectures^  liave  girce 
the  highest  praise  to  his  preparation.  They  are  neatly  put  up  in  oval  paper  boxes,  containing  tUify- 
aii,  and  are  sold  In  Boston  by  the  importer's  agent,  TUEODORB  M  ETC  ALP, 

4t— M  128  Apothecary,  A'e.  33  TYtmmd.  M»9. 

FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPUCATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  UULL*S  aTEROABOOMLNAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  wilfc 
ProlaptM  Uteri,  or  Falling  of  the  Womb^  and  other  diseases  depending  uoou  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  naan  instrument  In  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoratioe  b 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patleni,  u  iava- 
riably  affurds  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  *^^  dragging  and  hemrimg'  di»re** 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skB- 
fui  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient beiseH 
The  dupoorter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  the  patient  w^iihout  further  aid.  WIA- 
1d  the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  UUro-jSbdimintU  Snpporiero  have  been  applied  witk  lAe 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  Instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  ezajaina- 
tlon  by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  iratMy- 
ing  to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooperj  of  Loadon,  Edward  Dela£^ 
M.O.,Profes8nr  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  iaibs 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  Slates,  and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  kad  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profesiiibn  are  cautioned  against  Imposiiions  In  this  instrameat,  as  well  as 
In  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Trossea  bear  Bij 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  Us  envelope. 

AMOS  6.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  ir»8tniments,  all «    ' 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWB  &  REED, 

Jen.  3.  lyreop  24  Merchanu  Row, 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
T«B  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instractlon.  A  coavenlcmtr 
h%i  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  wrfll  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  aequlremeat  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  In  tiee  Olspeasary 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1, 2  and  3,  and  in  cases  which  will  be  treated  at  the  recm  dailtf. 
Instru'stion  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  le 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.O. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
E.  WALTER  LBACH,  M.1K 
Baatan,  AagnH  9,  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLAHK,  M^D- 

JOSEPH  MORIARTY,  M.D. 

TUB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  pabllsked every  Wedeesday,  by 
O.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  cosaiBOBicatieae 
mast  be  addressed,^o«t-)»atd.  It  Is  also  published  In  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 

namhsrsa " ^ — -^..--     -_. 

year! 

eeery  seventh  copy  gratis — 'Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  a'ccompaiited  I 

mlsfketory  refereiice.^Po8tage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 


ihsrs  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  In  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  #3,W  a 
rin  advance.  #3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  If  not  paldwitbtn  tke  year.—Agenle  allowed 
ry^seventh  copy  /rat««^— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompaiited  by  paymeBttn  advmace,  or 
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MERCURY. 

FROM   SieVONO's   LSCTURR8   ON  THJE   MATERIA   MSOICA. 
[CoociBqed  from  pagt  139.] 

Quicksilver  has  been  employed  to  some  extent  in  this  country  in  its 
crude  state,  as  a  remedial  agent.  It  appears  that  in  the  days  of  Charles 
the  Second  it  was  much  employed.  Amongst  the  old  writers,  whose 
quaint  and  curious  volumes  serve  to  enliven  the  research  into  medical 
literature,  are  Dr.  Daniel  Turner's  **  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  tlie  Skm, 
and  the  Ancient  Physicians'  Legacy  impartially  Surveyed."  The  doc. 
tor  is  one  of  those  agreeable  gossips  who  retail  every  anecdote  that 
comes  in  their  way.  He  discusses  learnedly  every  subject.  He  is 
earnest  upon  every  point,  from  the  Arabian  leprosy  to  the  red  nose  of 
Queen  Anne,  that  can  be  called  cutaneous ;  and  upon  quicksilver  he  is 
more  than  usually  facetious ;  he  thus  says — ''  In  King  Charles  the 
Second's  reign,  I  very  well  remember,  though  it  is  above  fifty  years  past^ 
a  physician  knighted  by  that  prince,  whose  name  I  can  sometimes  recol- 
lect, though  not  at  this  moment,  encouraged  it  much,  who  lived  retired 
somewhere  about  Edmonton,  and  where  the  villagers  round  coming  to 
consult  him,  especially  on  their  children's  diseases,  he  advised  a  thimble- 
ful of  quicksilver,  to  be  given  them  every  morning  for  a  month ;  and 
when  careful  to  observe  them  in  their  needings,  they  would  oftentimes 
recover  the  same,  which  being  washed  served  for  the  next  dose.** 
That  this  curious  advice  for  obtaining  again  the  quicksilver,  after  passing 
through  the  intestines,  and  again  employing  it,  was  not  unusual,  we  learo 
from  the  tradition  that  has  been  handed  down  to  us.  The  beauties  of 
the  court  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  used  the  crude  mercury  as  an 
alterative ;  and  it  was  common,  morning  and  evening,  to  take  a  tea- 
spoonful,  to  beautify  the  complexion,  to  remove  a  freckle,  or  to  give  a 
r early  lustre  to  the  skin.  It  was  not  unusual,  and  I  almost  blush  whilst 
relate  the  fact,  to  find  globules  of  quicksilver  scattered  about  after  a 
dance  ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  sweepings  of  the  withdrawing-room  wero 
amongst  the  profitable  perquisites  of  the  fair  Abigails,  who,  the  follow- 
ing morning,  administered  to  the  ladies  the  second-hand  mercury  thus 
collected,  again  to  pass  through  the  delicate  frames  of  those  celebrated 
beauties  whom  the  pencil  of  Sir  Peter  Leiy  and  the  pen  of  Grammont 
have  handed  down  to  posterity. 

My  old  friend  Turner  says,  "  I  have  heard  a  pleasant  story  of  a  mef^ 
curial  lady,  who,  in  dancing  at  a  public  assembly,  happened  to  let  go 
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some  particles  of  the  quicksilver  she  had  taken  in  the  morning,  which 
shining  on  the  floor,  in  the  midst  of  so  great  an  illumination,  like  so 
many  brilliants,  there  were  several  stooping  down  to  take  them  up,  but 
6nding  themselves  deceived,  it  afforded  matter  for  much  laughter  among 
the  gentlemen,  and  blushing  among  the  ladies,  especially  she  that  was 
much  concerned  ;  for  theory  went  through  the  room  that  some  lady  bad 
scattered  her  diamonds." 

There  are  many  laughable  tales  of  the  rapidity  with  which  quicksilver 
comes  away  after  it  has  been  swallowed,  narrated  by  Daniel  Turner ; 
for,  in  his  day.  Dr.  Dover  had  attempted  to  introduce  the  practice  of 
administering  it  in  enormous  doses.  Mr.  Bradley  gives  us  the  history 
of  the  case  of  an  old  gentleman  who  took  an  ounce  of  quicksilver  for 
nine  months,  daily,  without  doing  him  either  good  or  harm  ;  and  that 
out  of  sixteen  pounds  he  had  taken  in  the  whole,  washing  it  from  the 
faeces,  when  they  weighed  it,  there  wanted  only  one  ounce  and  a  half, 
which  he  thinks  was  lost  in  the  washing.  Dr.  Turner,  in  his  comments 
upon  the  case,  observes — *'  that  this  old  gentleman  (for  he  was  upwards 
of  three  score)  must  have  been  stronger  in  the  sphincter  than  many 
much  younger  persons  I  have  met  with,  some  of  whom  acquaint  me 
It  comes  away  in  spite  of  their  teeth  ;"  and  he  then  proceeds  to  give 
some  laughable  narratives.  Crude  quicksilver  thus  taken  has  produced 
salivation,  ulceration  of  the  gums,  and  likewise  tretnors,  which,  from  the 
description  given  of  them,  resen)ble  very  much  those  I  have  already 
alluded  to,  as  consequent  upon  the  employment  of  the  metal  in  any 
occupation  of  life. 

The  controversy  between  the  admirers  of  Dr.  Dover's  practice,  and 
his  opponents,  who  stigmatizsed  him  as  an  impudent  quack,  was  carried 
on  with  all  that  acrimony  and  venom  which  so  frequently  have  disfigured 
medical  writings;  and  at  last  the  public  mind  was  satis6ed  that  the 
frightful  doses  of  this  metal  were  destructive,  but  not  before  some  tragi- 
cal events  had  occurred.  Dr.  Dover  had  very  strongly  recommended 
mercury  in  a  treatise  which  he  wrote  on  fever.  Amongst  those  who 
read  his  work  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  actors  of  this  country. 
Barton  Booth,  who  has  left  behind  him  a  reputation  of  the  highest 
class,  as  one  of  the  most  accomplished  tragedians  of  his  age  ;  he  had 
just  recovered  from  an  intermittent  fever,  by  the  use  of  cinchona ;  it  had 
completely  left  him  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  but  apprehensive  of  its  re- 
turn, he  sent  for  Dr.  Dover,  who  encouraged  him  to  take  the  crude 
mercury,  assuring  him  that  it  would  not  only  prevent  the  return  of  his 
fever,  but  effectually  cure  him  of  all  his  complaints.  On  the  following 
day.  May  3d,  he  began  the  course,  and  by  May  the  8th,  he  had  taken 
two  pounds,  except  two  ounces ;  he  then  complained  of  pain  in  bis 
head  and  bowels,  a  universal  uneasiness  of  his  body,  so  that  he  could 
not  remain  one  moment  in  the  same  posture.  The  following  day  Sir 
Hans  Sloane  was  called  in,  nine  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  him ; 
purgatives  and  enemas  were  administered  the  two  following  days,  but 
the  bowels  would  not  act,  nor  could  the  costiveness  be  in  any  way  re- 
lieved, and  in  the  course  of  the  second  day  he  died.  It  appeared  that 
before  the  8th  about  half  a  pound  weight  of  the  metal  had  been  passed. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Mercury.  151 

but  after  that  day  none  bad  been  discharged.  The  body  was  opened  in 
the  presence  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane ;  a  gall-stone  was  found  in  the  ductus 
choledocbus,  which  choked  up  the  passage,  but  the  other  parts  were 
sound,  until  the  lower  intestines  were  examined.  The  rectum,  which 
was  so  "  rotten  that  it  broke  like  tinder,"  and  gave  forth  a  most  offen- 
sive cadaverous  stench,  with  the  other  intestines,  was  ripped  open  with  a 
pair  of  scbsors ;  the  whole  track  on  the  inside  was  lined  with  crude 
mercury  divided  in  globules,  about  the  bigness  of  pins'  heads,  and  they 
were  perfectly  black.  Mr.  Booth  bad  long  labored  under  an  obstinate 
jaundice,  for  which  he  had  tried  many  remedies ;  and  rhubarb,  of  which 
he  daily  chewed  about  three  drachms,  and  which  procured  him  eighteeo 
or  twenty  stools  a  day,  had  afforded  him  great  relief;  but  this  attack, 
together  with  an  intermittent  fever,  had  come  on  about  a  month  before 
bis  death.  The  termination  of  this  case  made  a  great  impression  od 
the  public  mind,  and  banished  from  general  practice  such  an  abuse  of 
what  is  a  valuable  remedy  if  well  administered. 

In  all  the  forms  in  which  mercury  is  exhibited,  it  requires  care  and 
caution ;  but  where  it  is  combined  with  the  powerful  acids,  as  is  the 
case  in  corrosive  sublimate  and  calomel,  it  becomes  a  most  dangerous 
tool  in  the  hands  of  the  ignorant  or  half-educated  roan.  Pills,  con- 
taining simple  metallic  mercury,  have  been  long  employed,  and,  prc^ 
perly  managed,  a  mild  and  gently  active  medicine  is  the  result.  Our 
old  PharmacopcBias  contain  various  recipes  for  the  pilulae  mercuriales ; 
they  consisted  of  crude  quicksilver  made  into  pills,  with  honey,  crumb 
of  bread,  and  other  simple  ingredients.  The  College  has  adopted  con- 
fection of  red  roses  and  liquorice ;  the  weak  acid  that  is  in  the  confec- 
tion may  cause  an  oxidation  of  the  mineral ;  but  altogether  the  prepara- 
tion is  a  valuable  one.  Two  drachms  of  the  mercury  are  triturated 
with  three  drachms  of  the  confection,  until  the  globules  of  quicksilver 
have  disappeared,  and  then  a  drachm  of  powdered  liquorice  is  added, 
and  the  whole  mass  is  beaten  until  a  complete  incorporation  takes  place. 
Minute  division  of  the  mineral  is  thus  effected,  and  one  grain  of  mercury 
is  contained  in  three  of  the  mass.  It  sometimes  happens  that  sulphuric 
acid  has  been  added  to  the  conserve  of  roses  to  increase  its  color,  and 
hence  the  pill  has  contained  some  portion  of  the  deleterious  sulphate  of 
mercury.  This  pill  has  been  long  much  celebrated  under  the  name  of 
blue  pill,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  remedies  of  the  day,  in  the 
dose  of  four  or  live  grains.  Its  high  estimation  it  chiefly  owes  to  the 
work  of  the  late  Mr.  Abernethy,  entitled,  "  Surgical  Observations  on 
the  Constitutional  Origin  and  Treatment  of  Local  Diseases,"  and  like- 
wise to  the  practice  which  he  pursued,  and  the  precepts  he  inculcated 
amongst  a  large  proportion  of  the  students  of  medicine,  who  are  now  in 
the  full  zenith  of  their  honorable  career.  I  must,  therefore,  dwell  for  a 
short  time  upon  the  opinions  of  an  individual  upon  points  which  are 
intimately  connected  with  the  subject  of  our  present  examination. 

Few  individuals  who  have  adorned  our  profession,  possessed  a  more 
clear  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  our  science  than  Mr. 
Abernethy,  and  no  one  ever  explained  them  with  greater  simplicity,  or 
with  less  of  the  entanglement  of  barbarous  and  uncouib  names ;  be  was* 
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to  the  highest  degree,  plain,  and,  therefore,  thoroughly  intelligible.  He 
bad  none  of  the  deep  learning  and  research  of  bis  two  coteniporaries. 
Dr.  Young  and  Dr.  Mason  Good,  but  he  was  InBnitely  their  superior  ia 
the  explanation  of  his  views,  for  he  did  not,  as  they  have  done,  encum- 
ber his  writings  with  the  hard  and  unintelligible  phrases  of  the  Greeks, 
nor  did  be  attempt  to  establish  systems  founded  upon  artificial  arrange- 
ments. He  watched  the  powers  of  Nature,  he  recalled  the  surgeon  to 
tbe  path  of  physic,  he  showed  to  him  the  effect  of  local  disorders  upon 
the  constitution,  and  the  reciprocal  operation  of  constitutional  disorders 
upon  local  diseases ;  he  pointed  out  that  the  digestive  organs  may  be 
affected  by  local  disorder,  and  that  upon  the  due  function  of  these  or- 
gans the  health  of  man  mainly  depends.  His  object  was  "  to  excite,  by 
means  of  medicine,  a  more  copious  and  healthy  secretion.^'  The  pas- 
sages beginning  from  the  sixty-fifth  page  of  the  third  edition,  commenc- 
ing, *'  It  is  a  principal  object  of  medicine  to  give  strength  and  tranquillity 
to  the  system  at  large,"  to  the  passages  in  which  he  enters  upon  the 
utility  of  mercury,  contain  golden  precepts,  which,  as  in  the  days  of 
antiquity,  should  be  engraved  on  a  tablet  and  suspended  in  the  Temple 
of  Health,  for  every  man  to  read,  remember  and  obey.  They  form  a 
code  for  individual  well-being,  and  that  the  author  should  triumphantly 
bid  those  who  sought  from  his  dispensations  relief  from  their  sufferings, 
to  read  them,  was  sufficient  evidence  that  they  were  the  result  of  mature 
reflection,  of  honest  conviction,  and  of  thorough  reliance  upon  tbe 
soundness  of  the  views  which  time  and  practice  had  not  changed. 

It  was  a  singular  circumstance  that  whilst  this  good  and  amiable  man 
was  occupied  in  inculcating  tbe  necessity  of  strict  attention  to  the  diges- 
tive organs,  and  to  their  excretions,  another  highly  practical  roan  was 
employed  upon  the  same  object ;  and  that  from  the  infirmary  of  Edin- 
burgh Dr.  Hamilton  was  teaching  how  valuable,  in  tbe  treatment  of  dis- 
ease, was  alvine  evacuation.  Whilst,  however,  this  distinguished  physi- 
cian was  instructing  that  this  should  be  done  with  energy  and  quickness, 
in  the  acute  diseases  we  are  called  upon  to  treat,  the  cautious  and  saga- 
cious surgeon  was  employed  in  demonstrating  it  should  be  effected,  io 
loeal  and  in  chronic  diseases,  by  slower  and  more  gradual  operations. 
The  combined  views  of  these  enlightened  men  have  tended  to  improve 
the  treatment  of  disorders,  and  have  given  hints  for  the  preservation  of 
health  and  the  prolongation  of  life.  To  the  knowledge  of  the  necessity 
of  great  attention  to  the  excretions,  may  chiefly  be  attributed  the  in- 
creased longevity  of  man,  and  his  freedom  from  many  of  the  diseases  of 
former  days. 

Mr.  Abemetby's  mode  of  pursuing  his  mercurial  course  was  cautions 
and  regular.  He  prescribed  only  small  doses,  taking  care  that  the  error 
80  often  fallen  into,  of  increasing  the  quantity,  when  any  benefit  was 
perceptible,  should  be  avdded.  Nothing  can  be  more  injudicious  than 
the  augmentation  of  the  quantity  of  this  medicine  without  sufficient  rea- 
800.  In  small  doses  the  biliary  secretion  is  corrected,  and  the  digestive 
organs  are  placed  in  a  healthier  condition  ;  larger  quantities  exert  an  in- 
flnence  on  the  whole  constitution,  and  alter  the  state  of  the  nervous 
Wfttmst ;  thus  controHtng  disease  dependent  upon  an  irritable  and  dis- 
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turbed  state  or  the  oervous  functioa ;  but,  in  still  larger  quantiiiee,  it 
never  fails  to  irritate  and  weaken  the  system,  and  thus  to  derange  the 
digestive  organs.  Five  grains  of  blue  pill,  taken  at  night,  will  not  irritate 
the  bowels,  but,  generally  speaking,  tliree  are  sufficient,  and  may  be 
continued  Tor  some  days;  occasionally  the  mouth  becomes  affected, 
with  a  very  few  nights'  repetition  of  the  dose,  but  this  often  depends 
upon  the  badness  of  the  blue  pill,  for  a  ver}'  small  quantity  of  sulphu* 
ric  acid,  in  the  conserve  of  the  roses,  will  materially  affect  the  prepara- 
tion, and  produce  very  bad  consequences.  It  happens  that  whilst  the 
secretions  from  the  liver  are  materially  imprcl^ed,  as  the  excretions  testi*- 
fy,  dyspeptic  symptoms  supervene ;  in  such  cases  the  blue  pill  is  to  be 
<Uscontinued,  and  again  had  recourse  to  at  a  future  time.  Calomel,  in  a 
very  small  quantity,  will  often  be  the  source  of  high  irritation,  where  blue 
pill  is  indicated,  but,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  state  to  you,  the  powers 
of  calomel,  when  properly  administered,  are  essentially  necessary  to  be 
trusted  to. 

The  functions  of  the  skin  are  often  impaired  in  consequence  of  dis^ 
ordered  state  of  the  digestive  system,  and  these  are  restored  to  their 
wonted  state  by  this  remedy ;  the  operations  of  the  mind  are  enfeebled 
from  similar  causes ;  hence  hypochondriasis,  disorders  of  the  nervous 
system,  and  hysteria,  are  controllable  by  the  same  means.  Enlargement 
of  the  absorbent  glands,  malignant  tumors,  and  ulcerated  sores,  are  re- 
lieved and  cured,  when  they  are  connected  with  such  disorders  of  the 
digestive  organs  as  are  remedied  by  the  therapeutic  agent  which  I  have 
considered.  Every  system  of  practice  n  not  only  likely  to  be  too  much 
extolled,  but  it  is  also  liable  to  be  followed  with  too  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, and  to  be  pushed  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  original  founder  in- 
tended, and  doubtless  this  has  been  the  case  with  the  blue  pill.  It  b 
capable  of  producing  much  mischief;  its  abuse  is  as  formidable  a  cause 
of  disease  as  its  proper  employment  is  certain  of  being  a  source  of 
health.  It  is  not  any  one  plan,  or  any  one  particular  remedy  that  call 
be  relied  on,  in  all  the  complicated  maladies  of  our  nature ;  but  there 
are  unerring  principles  which  are  to  guide  us  in  our  practice ;  there  art 
certain  efiects  produced  upon  the  human  economy  by  certain  agentSi 
and  a  knowledge  of  tlie  influence  of  each  most  teach  us  not  to  circunn 
scribe  our  list  of  remedies,  nor  to  place  undue  reliance  upon  any  drug, 
however  powerful  it  may  prove.  From  want  of  such  a  reflectk>n  the 
blue  pill  has  been  too  often  indiscriminately  employed,  and  has  beoome 
the  source  of  mischief,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  state  to  you. 

[To  be  continued.] 


CASE  OF  CROUP. 

[Rbfersncc  was  made  in  the  Journal,  a  few  weeks  since,  to  a  dissei^ 
tttion  OQ  Croup,  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Wright,  of  Spring6eld.  The  following 
case  is  copied  from  it,  and  will  illustrate  the  autlK»r's  plan  of  treatmem 
in  this  disease.] 

Octcrfier  6th,  1836.    I  was  called  to  visit  a  robust  and  ruddy  child 
two  years  and  a  half  oU,  with  the  symptoms  of  the  edTancfd  stag/s  of 
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croap.  I  learned  that  the  child  had  for  some  weeks  been  the  subject  of 
a  common  cold.  Nine  days  ago  the  cough  became  bard  and  ringing — 
the  respiration  sibilous.  To  these  were  added  constitutional  symptoms 
•^flushed  cheeks — harsh  and  dry  skin — the  heat  was  and  had  been 
variable^  but  always  above  the  temperature  of  health.  The  disease 
from  its  access  had  been  modified  by  the  judicious  management  of  the 
parents.  Mild  emetics  and  purges  bad  been  given,  and  t*arious  domestic 
remedies  employed  both  externally  and  internally.  There  was  not 
much  alarm  until  two  days  ago — ^the  seventh  since  croupy  symptooas 
were  manifested.  On  the  Evening  of  the  eighth  day  all  the  symptoms 
bad  become  so  urgent  that  a  neighboring  practitioner  was  called  in,  who, 
apprehending  the  formation  of  membrane,  pronounced  it  too  late  to 
bleed.  He  gave  a  powerful  emetic,  which  procured  free  vomiting  of  a 
thick,  glairy  fluid.  The  parents  thought  that  fine  shreds  and  patches 
were  also  dislodged. 

When  I  saw  the  child,  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth  day,  a  partial  re- 
mission bad  taken  place— I  did  not  make  any  minutes  of  the  symptoms 
at  the  time.  The  characteristic  respiration,  cough,  and  voice  of  croup 
were  present.  The  paroxysms  returned  by  afternoon.  The  patient 
was  then  in  great  distress  from  the  difficulty  in  respiration  and  the  con- 
stant suffocating  cough.  The  face  was  deeply  suffused — plum  colored. 
The  eyes  watery.  Patches  and  shreds  of  whitish  membrane  were  ex- 
pectorated or  rejected  by  vomiting.  The  pulse  was  hard  and  frequent 
—the  beat  of  the  skin  not  much  above  natural. 

I  opened  the  jugular  vein  and  bled  to  approaching  syncope.  As  tbe 
ingesta  had  been  thoroughly  evacuated  I  directed  once  in  four  hours  the 
following  powder :  Sub.  mur.  hyd.,  grs.  ii. ;  P.  ipecac,  grs.  ii.  Half 
oimce  of  castor  oil  in  the  intervals  until  evacuations  of  the  bowels  were 
procured.  If  the  stomach  perseveringly  rejected  the  oil,  or  if  a  move- 
ment of  the  bowels  was  long  delayed,  a  tnild  but  full  injection  was  to 
be  administered.  An  embrocation  to  tbe  throat  of  equal  parts  of  table 
oil,  camphor  spirit  and  laudanum.  To  be  applied  warm,  and  warmth 
preserved  by  a  cravat  of  cotton  batting.  Blister  to  tbe  spine  from  tbe 
fifth  cervical  to  the  last  dorsal  vertebra.  Stimulating  applications  to  tbe 
feet.     An  equable  diffusion  of  warmth  by  warm  and  dry  flannels,  be. 

Before  I  left  the  patient,  the  more- urgent  symptoms  had  been  relieved. 

10th.  Vomiting  of  glairy  matters  followed  the  exhibition  of  each 
powder.  No  well-marked  paroxysm  had  occurred  since  the  bleeding 
yesterday.  The  beat  had  somewhat  increased  ;  the  pulse  was  more 
full  and  free.     Bowels  had  not  been  opened. 

Tbe  same  means  to  be  continued.  Injection  to  be  repeated  if  neces- 
sary to  procure  evacuations  before  noon. 

llth.  The  child  is  better,  though  there  have  been  several  paroxysms. 
Tbe  tongue  has  somewhat  improved.  Cough  and  breathing  less  diffi- 
cult. The  countenance  has  lost  much  of  its  purple  hue.  The  face  is 
flushed.  The  heat  higher  than  it  was  at  first.  Pulse  about  the  same  as 
yesterday.  The  stomach  and  bowels  have  been  several  times  evacuated 
iiince  yesterday  morning.  Shreds  of  membrane  have  been  expectorated. 
Directed  l-12tb  of  a  grain  of  lart.  antimony  in  solution  to  be  given 
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in  six  hours,  alternating  with  the  powders  of  ipecac  and  calomel.  Cas- 
tor oil  to  be  continued  once  in  six  hours,  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  turpentine 
to  be  added  to  the  dose  of  oil. 

12th.  Inoproveinent  in  ail  the  symptoms  since  yesterday.  In  con- 
nection with  the  opiated  embrocation  a  mild  mercurial  ointment  was  di- 
rected to  be  applied  to  the  throat  thrice  daily. 

The  amendment  subsequently  was  gradual  and  progressive.  The 
paroxysms  were  less  frequent  and  less  severe,  generally  terminating  by 
the  expectoration  of  a  patch  of  membrane.  The  bowels  were  more 
obedient  and  tlie  secretions  natural.  After  the  general  excitement 
bad  somewhat  declined,  the  continuance  of  the  cough  and  a  degree  of 
general  irritability  seemed  to  call  for  the  use  of  opium  internally.  I 
have  found,  in  other  cases,  that  a  degree  of  irritability  often  supervened 
on  the  acute  disease,  even  when  we  were  so  fortunate  as  to  prevent  the 
formation  of  membrane.  Some  would  perhaps  attribute  this  to  dispro- 
portionate general  bleedings.  Yet  this  would  not  constitute  a  valid  argu- 
ment against  bold  measures,  for  they  are  incomparably  the  safest.  In 
this  slagfe  and  form  of  the  disease  we  must  place  our  entire  reliance  on 
antispasmodics.* 

Though  this  state  of  irritability  is  attended  with  very  much  the  same 
local  symptoms  as  inflammation,  the  constitutional  symptoms  will  in  this 
stage  serve  to  distinguish  it,  and  point  out  the  appropriate  plan  of  treat- 
ment. The  pulse  and  the  heat  of  the  skin  indicate  debility  rather  than 
excitement.  The  tongue  is  sometimes  of  a  deep  scarlet  color.  It 
would  be  a  fatal  mistake  to  resort  to  depletion  under  these  circumstan- 
ces ;  without  doubt  the  croupy  cough  and  difficult  respiration  are  often 
enhanced  by  the  untimely  repetition  of  venesection.  We  might  adduce 
cases  from  our  own  observation  and  that  of  others  in  support  of  this 
opinion.  Perhaps  in  no  disease  do  the  symptoms  which  denote  inflam- 
mation and  irritation  so  completely  simulate  each  other,  as  in  this. 
The  reason  is  obvious.  The  local  symptoms  in  either  case  depend  on 
the  same  cause — the  spasmodic  affection  of  the  larynx. 

It  occasionally  happens  that  depletion  is  promptly  and  copiously  em- 
ployed early  in  the  disease  and  even  twice  repeated.  Yet  the  physi- 
cian is  perplexed  at  the  obstinacy  of  the  symptoms,  which  are  rather 
aggravated  than  abated.  There  jire  no  appearances  of  the  formation  of 
membrane,  but  the  cough  continues  shrill  and  ringing,  and  the  respiration 
irregular.  The  exacerbations  are  frequent  and  irregular.  In  such  a  case 
we  would  discriminate  carefully  between  irritability  and  inflammation. 


ALLEGED   ERRORS  IN  THACHERS  DISPENS.\TORY. 
To  the  EdUor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — On  the   perusal  of  the  Medical  and  Sureical  Journal  for 
IVlarcb  28,  my  attention  was  arrested  by  a  letter  from  Dr.  S.  W.  Wil- 

*  The  opium  may  be  advanUgeously  combined,  in  the  form  of  a  tincture,  with  the  antimonial  eo- 
Intfon.  I'be  antimony,  by  making  nn  Impression,  seems  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  opium  and  to 
five  a  penmnency  to  its  effects.  Thus  through  the  aid  of  the  anttmoiiy,  snaller  and  leaa  f^fgii^m 
doMs  of  oplom  may  be  made  to  aoawer  the  parpoae. 
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liaoTS^  accompanied  by  oae  from  tha  venerable  Dr.  O.  Partridge^  teh- 
tive  to  errors  in  my  Dispensatory.  It  seems  that  they  were  comroittsd 
many  years  ago,  when  the  distinctive  terms  of  our  indigenous  plants 
were  less  regarded  than  at  the  present  improved  period  ;  and  the  gentle- 
fnen,  above  referred  to,  must  have  restricted  their  knowledge  to  tbe 
earlier  editions  of  the  New  Dispensatory — for  in  the  4th  editian  oo 
mention  is  made  of  crow-foot  (the  article  complained  of),  and  the  gera- 
nium maculatum  there  appears  in  its  genuine  botanical  terms  according 
to  Dr.  Bigelow. 

With  respect  to  the  cow-parsnip,  tbe  phraseology  applied  appears  to 
be  erroneous  in  part,  through  tbe  fault  of  Dr.  Orn  or  myself.  Dr.  Wil- 
liams expresses  a  wish  that  Dr.  Bigebw,  or  some  other  eminent  botanist, 
would  settle  tbe  point  in  your  Journal ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  Dr.  Bige- 
low,  in  bis  excellent  treatise  on  the  Plants  of  Boston  and  its  Vicioityi 
has  decided  that  point,  and  terms  it  heracleum  lanaium  (cow-parsDip), 
and  gives  a  particular  description  of  it  in  botanical  terms. 

Since  my  recollection,  our  indigenous  plants  were  chiefly  knows  hj 
their  trivial  names,  little  regard  being  had  to  synonyms  ;  and,  indeed,  tbey 
were  so  seldom  brought  into  use  tliat  technicals  were  scarcely  deemed 
requisite.  I  hope  it  is  not  reserved  for  our  worthy  veteran.  Dr.  Pnt- 
ridge,  to  detect  more  errors  of  my  sinning  that  have  not  been  atoned  for. 
1  am,  roost  respectfully,  your  obt.  servt.  Jambs  Thjlcbem. 

Plymouth,  March  31,  1838. 


A  BONY  SUBSTANCE  FOUND   IN  THE    HEART. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoummL 

Sir, — The  following  singular  appearance  was  discovered,  the  other  day, 
on  making  the  post-mortem  examination  of  the  body  of  a  soldier  of  the 
Royal  Quebec  Volunteers — a  tall,  muscular  man,  of  intemperate  habits, 
who  died  of  acute  pneumonia  after  nine  days'  illness,  aged  31.  Tbe 
immediate  cause  of  death  was  found  to  be  extensive  inflammation  of 
tbe  middle  and  posterior  lobes  of  the  right  lung. 

On  opening  the  pericardium  the  heart  was  found  in  a  state  of  hyper- 
trophy. At  tbe  apex  of  the  left  ventricle  was  discovered  a  bony  stJh 
stance  firmly  impacted  in  the  muscular  structure^  and  resembling^  ^ 
shape  and  size,  an  as  hyoides.  No  ossiflcation  or  hardness  was  met 
with  in  the  mitral  or  semilunar  valves,  or  in  any  other  part  of  tbe  heart 
All  the  cavities  contained  polypi  or  coagula  adhering  to  tbe  coluinns 
carnes,  and  extending  into  the  great  vessels.  Great  irregularity,  witb 
occasional  intermission  of  the  pulse,  had  been  remarked  during  tbe  illnesi 
of  the  deceased. 

I  find  that  Dr.  Baillie,  in  His  work  on  morbid  anatomy,  states  that  ^  t 
portion  of  the  heart  has  been  observed  to  be  converted  into  bone.— ilo^ 
gagni  Epist,  xxvii.  art,  6.  Earthy  matter  has  also  been  found  de}K)sit- 
ed  in  the  muscular  substance  of  the  heart. — Bounetus,  torn,  i.,  p.  82(K 
Ifaither  at  these  appearances  has  oome  imder  my  own  obeemtioDy 
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and  they  are  to  be  both  looked  upon  as  very  UDCoinmoo." — BaiUiej  by 
Wardrop,  Vol.  II.,  p.  39— Lon.  Ed. 

Respectfully  yours,  Gbo.  M.  Douglas,  M.D. 

Quebec,  March  2Ur,  1838.  AmsUl  Surgeon  it.  Q.  V. 


DEATH  BY  STEAM. 

[A  coRBESFONDENT  10  Maine,  whose  nanne  and  residence  are.  known 
to  the  editor,  furnishes  the  following  case,  which  needs  no  comments 
from  us.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoumaL 
Sir, — Having  bad  the  privilege  of  reading  a  few  numbers  of  your 
Journal,  and  seeing  that  it  is  your  object  to  correct  and  enlighten  public 
opinion  upon  subjects  connected  with  medical  science,  1  consider  it  my 
duty  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  article,  and  thereby  lay  before  the 
public  a  case  that  took  place  a  few  days  since,  and  ended  fatally  with 
the  patient,  who  was  then  under  the  management  of  one  among  the 
many  deluded  followers  of  Thomson.  The  patient,  with  whom  I  was 
acquainted,  and  who  lived  in  the  town  of  P.,  had  been  confined  in  child* 
bed  about  three  weeks  previous  to  the  operation  which  caused  her  death, 
but  had  so  nearly  recovered  that  she  went  from  room  to  room,  and  eat 
With  the  family.  The  only  difficulty,  and  one  which  I  believe  is  no- 
thing uncommon  in  such  cases,  was  that  she  had  rather  a  poor  appetite, 
and  was  at  times  troubled  with  costiveness.  Taking  alarm  at  this,  some 
of  her  friends,  whose  opinions  she  had  always  regarded,  advised  her  to 
adopt  the  Tbomsonian  method  of  treatment,  and  to  submit  to  the  opera- 
tion of  taking  a  "  patent  sweat."  She  consented,  believing,  no  doubt, 
that  it  would  be  for  her  good.  They  accordingly  sent  for  a  woman,  who 
makes  pretensions  of  having  great  success  in  such  cases,  to  carry  ber 
through  the  operation.  She  began,  as  usual,  by  administering  internal 
and  external  stimulants,  gradually  increasing  the  beat  of  the  patient, 
till    she  was  in    the  most  severe   distress;   and   notwithstanding   her 

froansy  which  could  be  heard  in  the  road,  they  blindly  persisted  till  she 
reathed  her  last.  A  few  moments  before  she  died,  the  regidarly-at- 
tending  physician  called  at  the  house,  expecting  to  find  her  comfortable, 
and  doing  well,  as  when  he  last  saw  lier ;  but  when  he  entered  the 
room  (which,  by  the  way,  he  was  not  allowed  to  do  till  her  attendants 
saw  that  she  had  gone)  there  be  beheld  her,  a  lifeless  corfse.  lie  did 
everything  in  his  power  to  restore  her  to  life,  but  it  was  too  late.  The 
body  was  so  heated  that  tlie  hand  could  scarcely  be  borne  upon  it,  a 
few  moments  after  death. 

This  case,  which  I  have  imperfectly,  thoueh  correctly^  stated,  took 
place  in  my  own  town  ;  the  woman  was  one  of  the  highest  respectabili- 
ty, and  strongly  endeared  to  her  friends,  who  now  have  to  lament  and 
mourn  over  her  sudden  and  most  deplorable  death.  Not  the  least 
shadow  of  doubt  is  entertained  as  to  the  cause  of  ber  death ;  it  m 
aoktt>wled|{6d  by  the  friends  as  well  as  the  fees  of  this  method  of  treat* 
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ment,  that  she  died  in  consequence  of  the  operation — io  fact  she  died 
before  they  had  completed  the  process. 

And  now,  in  reflecting  upon  this  melancholy  accident,  which,  from  the 
fact  that  it  took  place  within  my  own  knowledge,  has  particularly  awak- 
ened my  feelings,  I  cannot  but  be  6lled  with  astonishment,  that  in  this  en- 
lightened age  any  one  can  be  so  deluded.  But  such  is  the  case,  and 
many  there  are  who  suffer  themselves  to  be  blinded  and  duped  by  the 
boasting  and  absurd  pretensions  of  modern  quackery.  But  such  igno- 
rance and  absurdity  cannot  long  conceal  itself;  and  we  may  hope  and 
believe  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  this  system,  which  originated  in 
ignorance  and  which  Is  disseminated  generally  among  the  ignorant,  will 
be  buried  deep  and  forever,  and  the  true  principles,  those  that  have 
been  the  result  of  labor,  Investigation,  and  research,  will  be  adopted  and 
maintained  by  every  individual.  L.  D'M.  S. 


ABSENCE  OF  THE  MEATUS  AUDITORIUS  EXTERNUS  OF 
BOTH    EARS. 

FROM   PROF.   MUhSEv's    CASES    AVD    OBSRaVATIONS. 

The  left  auricle  of  the  patient  was  smaller  than  the  average  size,  and 
its  several  ridges  and  pits  were  not  quite  fully  developed.  The  right 
auricle  was  scarcely  half  as  large  as  the  other,  and  was  very  imperfect 
in  its  form.  In  neither  of  thetn  was  there  a  vestige  of  an  opening  or 
passage  of  the  external  ear.  There  was  not  even  a  decided  indentation, 
corresponding  with  tiie  entrance  of  the  ordinary  oriGce,  of  the  mea- 
tus extemus,  but  the  whole  was  sealed  up,  and  made  smooth  and 
firm  by  the  common  integument.  From  the  best  examination  thatoouM 
be  made,  it  was  concluded  that  there  was  nothing  probably  like  an  oc^ 
cult  canal  between  the  integuments  and  tympanum.  The  sense  of 
hearing  was  too  obtuse  for  low  conversation,  and  yet  it  was  sufficiently 
good  to  enable  the  patient  to  prosecute  his  business  (that  of  a  book- 
seller) without  material  inconvenience.  The  ears  and  the  power  of 
hearing  had  been  in  the  same  state  since  the  earliest  recollection  oF  the 
patient,  and,  according  to  the  assurances  of  his  parents,  from  the  first 
period  of  infancy.  From  several  experiments  made  in  this  case,  it  ap* 
peared  that  an  open  or  shut  mouth  and  nose  had  no  influence  whatever 
upon  the  power  of  hearini;.  He  could  hear  with  equal  readiness  when 
the  lips  and  nose  were  closed  and  pressed  together  by  the  fingers  of  as- 
sistants, as  when  both  were  wide  open.  A  bent  probe  was  attempted 
to  be  passed  into  the  eustachian  tube  ;  but  although  its  extremity  was 
arrested,  as  by  a  pit  or  fossa,  it  could  not  be  passed  as  usual  up  towards 
the  internal  ear.  It  seemed  probable  that  the  eustachian  tube,  if  ils 
guttural  orifice  existed,  had  no  communication  with  the  cavity  of  the 
tympanum,  from  no  improvement  taking  place  when  the  mouth  and 
nose  remained  open. 

Tlie  hearing  was  equally  good  upon  the  right  and  left  side  of  the  bead, 
and  a  sound  coming  from  behind  was  quite  as  readily  appreciated  as  one 
coining  from  a  position  in  front  or  on  either  side.     The  head  being  coiw^ 
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ered  with  successive  layers  of  clolh,  the  hearing  was  found  to  be  de- 
cidedly obscured  by  the  application  of  a  single  layer,  and  by  each  of 
the  others  in  proportion.  A  few  layers  only  were  sufficient  to  deafen 
him  to  almost  the  loudest  articulations  which  could  be  made.  Covering 
the  face,  with  the  ears  exposed,  evidently  obscured  the  hearing,  with 
the  mouth  and  nose  o[3ened  or  closed.  But  covering  the  hairy  scalp, 
except  a  small  portion  at  the  anterior  and  upper  part,  leaving  the  face 
and  ears  bare,  depressed  the  hearing  in  a  marked  degree.  The  sound 
of  the  voice  being  conveyed  through  a  stick  held  in  the  mouth,  the  op- 
posite end  of  which  was  applied,  in  succession,  to  different  parts  of  the 
bead  and  face,  it  was  found  that  the  part  over  the  mastoid  process  con- 
ducted sound  the  most  readily. 

It  is  evident  that  in  this  case  the  integuments  of  the  face  and  scalp 
are  capable  of  receiving  acoustic  impressions,  from  atmospheric  waves 
or  vibrations,  and  transmitting  them  to  the  nervous  apparatus  of  bearing. 
Through  what  nerves  (distributed  upon  these  parts)  is  this  function  ac- 
complished ?  Mr.  Swan  (in  the  eleventh  volume  of  the  London  Medi- 
co-Chirurgical  Society's  Transactions  for  1820)  suggests  that  the  facial 
nerve,  or  portio  dura,  may  assume  the  vicarious  offices  of  audition,  tak- 
ing the  office  of  the  auditory  nerve.  In  the  present  case,  however,  the 
distribution  of  the  facial  nerve  cannot  explain  the  quick  susceptibility  of 
nearly  the  whole  scalp  to  auditory  impressions.  It  can  hardly  admit  of 
a  doubt  that  those  nerves  derived  from  the  spinal  cord  below  the  occipi- 
tal hole,  and  reflected  in  profusion  upon  the  scalp,  are  concerned  in  this 
uncommon  function  ;  while  the  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  are  probably 
tfae  seat  of  the  peculiar  faculty  on  the  face. 

Query, — Can  any  practical  benefit  be  obtained  by  eliciting  this  sup- 
posed vicarious  and  dortnant  energy  of  the  nerves  of  the  face  and  scalp, 
and  turning  it  to  good  account  in  cases  of  deafness  connected  with  casual 
disease  of  the  external  meatus  or  tympammi  ?  The  subject  presents 
points  of  interest,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  excite  further  inquiry  and 
attention. — Amer,  Jour,  Med.  Sciences. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  CLINICAL  HOSPITAL  OF  MIDWIFERY  AT 
THE    UNIVERSITY    OF    BERLIN. 

The  number  of  cases  which  occurred  between  the  1st  of  October 
J  829,  and  the  31st  of  December,  1835,  was  2656.  Of  these  births  2035 
were  single ;  21  were  twin  births  ;  so  that  the  number  of  children  bora 
was  2077.  The  number  of  children  born  before  the  full  period  of  ges- 
tation was  32,  and  the  sexes  were  distributed  in  the  following  propor- 
tions: Males,  1061  ;  females,  1000;  sex  undetermined,  16.  Of  the 
mothers,  38  died  in  child-bed.  1913  children  were  born  alive  ;  132 
were  born  dead,  and  of  the  former  92  died  within  the  first  three  weeks 
of  their  existence. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  of  the  children  born  in  the  hospital,  only 
1  10  30  were  born  dead  ;  while  of  those  born  of  mothers,  treated  by  the 
pupils  in  their  own  bouses,  not  less  than  1  in  9  were  born  dead;  a  proof 
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of  the  beneOpial  iDfluence  produced  by  prompt  and  efficient  medical  as- 
sistance, &c. 

Presentations. — Regular  presentation  of  the  vertex,  1911  ;  iace  pre- 
sentations, 18 ;  presentation  of  the  forehead,  5 ;  buttocks,  47 ;  knees,  2; 
feet,  "2 ;  irregular  presentations,  54. 

The  labor  was  perfectly  natural  in  1711  cases;  the  forceps  was  em- 
ployed in  178  ;  extraction  of  the  foetus  in  55.  In  4  cases  irregular  pre- 
sentations of  the  child  were  very  considerably  improved  by  external 
manipulations,  and  by  placing  the  mother  in  a  commodious  posture.  In 
57  cases  turning  by  the  feet,  with  or  without  extraction,  was  bad  re- 
course to  ;  and  in  5  cases  premature  labor  was  brought  on  by  art.  Per- 
foration of  the  head  was  performed  in  6  cases ;  embryotomy  in  2.  The 
Cassarean  operation,  before  death,  in  1  case  ;  after  death  in  2.  Artifi- 
cial extraction  of  the  placenta  was  performed  in  47  cases.  In  57  artifi- 
cial rupture  of  the  membranes  was  thought  necessary  ;  and,  finally,  in 
three  cases,  abnormal  conformation  of  the  external  parts  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary to  divide  the  labia. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  most  remarkable  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  art  of  midwifery,  which  occurred  ; — 

Two  of  the  patients  were  subject  to  habitual  attacks  of  epilepsy.  In 
the  first  case  the  disease  was  suspended  during  the  first  4  1-2  months  of 
pregnancy  ;  the  accesses  then  returned,  and  continued  in  a  very  severs 
degree  to  the  end  of  pregnancy.  The  labor,  however,  proceeded  in  the 
natural  way,  and  the  patient  became  speedily  convalescent.  In  the 
second  case  the  accesses  were  suspended  during  the  whole  course  of 
pregnancy,  and  the  labor  was  an  easy  one.  Professor  Busch  assures  as 
that,  during  his  practice,  he  saw  only  a  single  case  in  which  the  epilep- 
tic attack  catne  on  during  labor. 

Rheumatism  of  the  uterus  occurred  in  several  cases,  but  yielded  to 
the  appropriate  treatment,  without  rendering  it  necessary  to  produce 
premature  labor. 

Menstruation  during  pregnancy, — This  occurred  once,  twice,  cnt  eves 
thrice  during  pregnancy,  witliout  atfecting  it  in  any  pernicious  manner. 
In  two  cases  menstruation  had  not  existed  before  conception,  but  set  in, 
for  the  first  time,  after  the  women  became  pregnant. 

Cholera. — In  one  case  the  woman  was  seized  with  this  disease,  and 
died  in  fifteen  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  The  mo- 
tions of  the  child  were  felt  ten  hours  previously  to  the  mother's  death. 
The  Caesarean  operation  was  performed  immediately,  but  the  chikl  was 
dead  also. 

Duration  of  Labor, — The  longest  labor  continued  for  six  days  aod 
six  hours,  and  then  terminated  happily  without  the  interference  of  ait. 
In  30  cases  labor  was  prolonged  for  three  days  and  mare  without  any 
injury  to  mother  or  child.  The  shortest  labor  terminated  in  39  minutes. 
Imperfect  action  of  the  uterus  was  very  frequently  observed  io  all 
these  cases.  The  powder  of  the  secale  cornutum  was  administered  m 
doses  of  ten  grains  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  Of  175  casea  ia 
which  it  was  given,  its  action  on  the  uterus  was  manifest  in  115.  Tie 
ergot  did  not  seem  to  exercise  any  unfavorable  influence  oo  the 
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for,  of  177  cases,  only  one  was  observed  in  which  the  death  of  the  child 
could  be  traced  to  it  as  a  cause. 

Convulsions  and  Eclampsia,'^These  were  observed  in  1 1  cases ;  6 
were  examples  of  true  eclampsia ;  5  of  simple,  though  very  severe  con- 
vulsions.    Of  the  former  six,  four  patients  died. — Kteinert's  Repert. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL, 

BOSTON,    APRIL   11,    J838. 


AVON    SPRINGS,   NEW  YORK. 

The  hydro-Bulphurous  waters  of  this  place  exercise  a  powerful  ioflu- 

cnce  over  chronic  diseases,  by  their  action  as  a  stimulant  to  the  organs 

of  secretion  ;  they  are  useful  as   cathartic,  diaphoretic  or  diuretic,  as 

,    they  are  given  in  a  quantity  to  act  upon  the  alimentary  canal,  the  skin  or 

the  kidneys.     According  to  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  of  New  York,  "  they 

constitute  a  very  efficient  alterative,  and,   as  their  tonic  prqperties  are 

'    the  result  of  their  general  action  upon  all  the  emunctories  of  the  body, 

we  may  claim  for  them  properties  which  are  denied  to  the  whole  class  of 

i    tonics  and  stimulants,  strictly  so  called,  and  the   mischief  invariably  in* 

r    duced  by  these  last  named  articles,  wherever  local  congestion  exists, 

;    will  be  entirely  guarded  against  by  the  Avon  waters."     Lxperience  has- 

,    also  shown  that,  by  means  of  their  stimulant  power,  their  action  upon 

the  uterine  system  is  remarkably  beneficial,  and  they  possess  many  ad- 

vantages  over  chalybeates  in  cases  of  a  deficiency  or  disordered  state  of 

'   the  catamenia. 

The  happy  eflfects  of  these  waters  in  rheumatism,  scrofula,  and  dis- 
eases of  the  skin,  have  long  attracted  public  attention,  and  a  great  num- 
'    ber  of  sufferers,  from  these  distressing  maladies,  have  been  annually  re* 
lieved,  or  entirely  cured  there.     They  have  also  been  successfully  ad- 
(   ministered  in  cases  of  gout,  as  a  palliative  of  the  intensity  and  frequency 
.;   of  its  attacks  ;  in  many  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs,  as  chronic  he- 
^    patitis,  certain  affections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  characterized  by 
vomiting  or  cardialgia,  dyspepsia  and  atonic  diarrhoea  ;  in  some  diseases 
of  the  urinary  organs,  particularly  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  chronic   ne- 

{»hritic  calculi,  and  the  Hthic  diathesis  ;  in  the  incipient  stage  of  glanda- 
ar  and  visceral  tumors  ;  in  some  cases  of  catarrh  and  asthma,  and  in^ 

irregularities  of  the  menses  and  leucorrhcea. 
>       from  the  above  account  of  the  modus  operandi  of  these  medicinal 

springs,  the  physician  will  be  able  to  designate  such  cases  as  would  pro- 
^  bably  receive  benefit  there. 

/  An  infirmary  has  recently  been  established  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
,  of  the  springs,  by  a  physician  of  considerable  reputation,  where  the'va* 
I  rious  conveniences  for  bathing,  as  douches,  vapor  baths,  &c.,  and  the 

requisite  medical  attendance,  are  provided  for  those  cases  in  which  it 
^  would  be  inexpedient  or  impracticable  for  the  patients  to  visit  the  bath- 
\  ing  houses  at  the  springs. 

J2  JVeiff  Muscle  of  the  Eye, — About  a  year  since,  as  nearly  as  we  can 
f  recollect,  Dr.  Wallace^  of  New  York^  had  a  short  notice  in  the  Ameri- 
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•can  Journal  of  Science,  announcing  (he  interesting  fact  that  he  had 
discovered  a  muscle  wiihin  the  globe  ofajish^s  eyej  by  which  the  lens  was 
<:GDtrolled,  which  was  to  explain  how  the  organ  was  adapted  to  long  and 
short  distances  :  in  short,  the  inference  was  that  all  the  mystery  which 
had  heretofore  baffled  physiologists  in  their  attempts  to  demonstrate  hov 
the  focus  of  the  eye  was  changed,  could  now  be  cleared  up  without  diffi- 
culty. After  waiting  a  reasonable  period  without  being  satisfied  that 
4iny  such  discovery  was  made,  from  anything  which  the  author  of  the 
paragraph  alluded  to  has  since  given  to  the  scientific  world,  we  now  re- 
spectfully desire  to  know  whether  he  was  self-deceived,  or  whether  some- 
thing is  iu  preparation,  calculated  to  upturn  all  the  old  theories  on  the 
subject  of  vision.  In  the  meanwhile,  those  gentlemen  who  have  good 
microscopes,  will  find  a  rich  harvest  for  philosophical  observation,  as  the 
spring  opens,  in  viewing  the  compound  eyes  of  caterpillars.  Apparent- 
ly, the  optic  nerve  of  each  eye,  of  which  there  are  eight  on  each  side  of 
the  head,  unite  into  one  single  thread.  Now  the  point  to  decide  is  this 
— do  the  nerves  of  each  eye  communicate  singly  with  the  bram,  or  not  ? 


AinpiUaiions. — One  of  our  exchange  Journals  (the  Southern)  gives  us 
a  smart  lecture  for  presuming  to  advance  the  idea,  some  months  ago, 
that  a  treatise  on  amputations  is  wanted  in  this  country.  Certainly  no 
one  could  suspect  us  of  selfishness  in  this  ;  and  it  is  truly  surprising  that 
any  one  should  object  to  having  the  profession  put  in  possession  of  the 
surgical  opinions  and  experience  of  the  best  surgeons  in  the  Union.  In- 
stead of  circumscribing  the  art,  and  raising  a  barrier  against  improve- 
ment, it  would,  we  think,  conduce  most  effectually  to  that  species  of  im- 
provement, which,  above  all  others,  is  most  desirable,  viz.,  a  more  suc- 
cessful mode  of  lessening  human  suffering.  Our  Georgia  friend  cer- 
tainly has  our  permission  to  cut  off  limbs  as  he  chooses  ;  but  we  never- 
theless believe  that  no  man  in  the  world  would  hail  with  more  pleasure 
than  himself,  just  such  a  work  as  we  still  insist  is  a  desideratum  in  the 
United  States. 

Hospital  Erysipelas. — In  nearly  all  the  hospitals  in  which  the  law  of 
cleanhness  requires  that  the  floorsof  the  wards,  occupied  by  the  sick,  shall 
be  frequently  washed,  erysipelas  seems  not  only  to  have  been  speedi- 
ly generated,  but  also,  aller  its  first  development,  to  be  always  present, 
and  continually  showing  itself  on  patient  ader  patient  where  it  was  leaal 
expected.  As  its  origin  has  been  generally  referred  to  the  period  whea 
frequent  floor-washings  were  considered  necessary,  or,  rather,  when  ikM 
greatest  amount  of  surface  had  been  thus  habitually  wetted  for  a  coa- 
sidcrable  time,  why  would  it  not  be  well  to  cover  the  floors  of  hos- 
pitals with  painted  carpets,  such  as  are  manufactured  at  Roxburj,  of  aoy 
size,  which  might  be  taken  out  daily  to  be  washed,  and,  when  thoronghir 
dried,  returned  again  and  re-spread  over  the  floor  ?  The  experimeat 
seems  to  promise  well  in  two  respects,  viz.  the  annoyance  of  floor-cleans* 
ing  would  be  done  away  with,  and  the  now  supposed  cause  of  erysielaa« 
from  the  evaporation  of  water,  holding  filth  of  some  kind,  perhaps^  in  so- 
lution, would  certainly  be  obviated. 


Dr.  Little  on  the  Eye. — The  flattering  notice  taken  of  a  manual  of  the 
Diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  S.  Little,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  British 
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and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  must  be  gratifying  to  the  author.  We 
always  feel  a  degree  of  pride  in  these  acknowledgments  from  abroad, 
because  it  is  an  evidence  that  the  science  and  the  facts  of  America  are 
equal  in  value  to  the  science  and  facts  of  the  mother  country,  and  that 
those  who  confessedly  influence  the  public  opinion  through  the  periodi- 
cals which  they  control,  manifest  a  disposition  to  present  the  best  speci* 
mens,  to  their  transatlantic  readers,  of  the  medical  writers  of  the  United 
States. 

IdOUteviUe  Medical  Institute, — A  personal  acquaintance,  a  gentleman  on 
whom  we  can  rely,  writes  as  follows  from  Louisville,  Ky. 

'^  Mt  Dear  Doctor — Enclosed  I  send  you  some  account  of  the  medi- 
cal graduates  of  the  new  Louisville  Medical  School.  The  number, 
twenty-four,  is  proof  of  the  remarkable  success  of  this  institution.  It 
began  with  happy  auspices ;  the  city  appropriated  $90,000  for  the  build- 
ings, apparatus,  library,  &c.  The  best  professors  that  could  be  obtained, 
by  the  great  inducements  of  the  school  and  plan,  were  brought  here  ; 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  school  has  answered  the  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations of  its  friends.  There  were  eighty  students  during  the  course — a 
number  perhaps  unheard  of,  in  America,  at  the  first  year  of  any  other 
medical  school. 

^'  We  cannot  but  feel  how  much  this  reputation  and  prosperity  is  due 
to  your  townsman.  Dr.  J.  B.  Flint,  the  professor  of  surgery,  who,  though 
the  youngest,  now  stands  acknowledged  the  head  of  the  school.  He  now 
goes  to  Europe  with  the  funds  for  the  purchase  of  books  snd  apparatus. 
With  these  and  with  the  increased  experience  of  the  teachers,  it  is  de- 
termined to  make  this  the  first  medical  school  west  of  the  Alleganies  ; 
and,  without  any  derogation  to  the  others,  there  is  no  doubt  they  will  ac- 
complish their  object. 

'*  When  time  and  opportunity  favor,  I  will  give  you  some  account  of 
the  other  medical  schools  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

Louisville f  Ky,y  March  3,  1838.         Till  then,  truly  yours,  J.'' 


Cupping  Instruments.  —Mr.  Thomas  P.  Codman,  an  ingenious  me- 
chanic of  Roxbury,  manufactures  a  beautiful  instrument  for  cupping.  It 
is  quite  portable,  and  not  particularly  liable  to  get  out  of  order — a  mat- 
ter of  importance  to  a  country  practitioner,  who  cannot  avail  himself  of 
new  instruments  the  moment  they  may  be  wanted.  Mr.  Codman  calls 
this  the  pocket  cupping  instrument,  because  he  has  constructed  the  glass 
part  of  it  with  reference  to  being  carried  in  the  pocket.  The  cylinder  is 
made  of  Brittania,  the  piston  of  brass,  and  the  workmanship  is  perfectly 
oeat  and  convenient.  A  specimen  may  be  seen  at  the  counting  room  of 
this  office.  Hereailer,  all  the  different  sizes  are  to  be  on  sale  at  C. 
White's,  druggist,  Washington  Street. 


Medical  Miscellany, — Dr.  Marcellus  Bowen,  accused  of  the  embezzle- 
ment of  money  belonging  to  the  Lafayette  bank,  Boston,  has  been  ac- 
quitted by  a  jury. — A  case  of  death  from  a  rigid  adherence  to  abstemious 
diet  occurred  in  this  city  last  week.  Insanity  was  exhibited  during  the 
last  few  days.  The  particulars  of  the  case  should  be  reported. — The 
summer  course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical  Institute  of  Philadelphia,  com- 
menced the  first  Monday  of  April.     Price  of  tickets  only  seven  dollars. 
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To  Co&RBSP02fDEVTs. — Dr.  Ware's  oommonicatioD,  a  notice  of  Dr.  Meiga** 

Philadelphia  System  of  Midwifery,  Slc^  will  have  place  next  week.  We  have 
also  received  our  exchange  file  of  the  India  Journal  of  Medicine,  and  the  India 
Review,  from  Dr.  Corby n,  by  an  arrival  at  this  port  on  Saturday. 

WhiiU  nunber  of  deathti  In  BtMtuii,  for  ili«  werk  endiuie  April  7,  38.    Males,  18— Females,  14. 

Consumption,  3— dropsy  in  the  bead,  L<*boopiDg  cough,  9— inflammation  of  the  braiu,  1 — mrwi^m, 
I— throat  distemper,  1— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— infantile,  3— lung  fever,  3— accidental,  1— 
coaeussion  of  the  brain.  I— abfce8«,9— droipy,  1<— dropay  on  the  bfaia»  l-.-auira8ma«,  9— old  aga,  1 
bum,  l—erysipelas,  1— liver  complaint,  1    taild-bed,  1. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  pnrpose  of  giving  a  complete  eouraa  of  medical  inatracUoa, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  follovring  terms  : 

Vbe  pupil4  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusatts  Oeneval  Hospital,  aad  wOl  raealvs 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Ins:ructioo,  by  lectures  or  •zamiaaUooa,  wUl  be 
given  In  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  CRAiiivine. 
On  Physiology,  Paiholugy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     «<      Da.  Wabc. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -  -      ^-       -       -       .  ««      Da.  Otis. 

Go  Anatomy,       ----  ...,-.  -  ««      Da.  Lewis. 

The  stadenu  are  provided  with  a  room  In  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  tbey  have  aeceae  lo  a  laifs 
library.  Lij(hts  and  fuel  withiut  nny  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Aaatn- 
ny  are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee*  are  $100— to  be  paid  In  advance.  Nor.redit  yiven,  eicept  on  soiBelettt  aacvrlty  of  •«■• 
person  In  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  thRU  six  months, 

Auiilioaiioas  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposltetbe  Tremont  lleMSj 
Boston.  ,    WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTlfl,  JB. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

OR.  LBWia  requeacs  those  who  have  books  belonging  to  him,  to  retara  them  Immedlatrlr  al  Ms 
residence,  No.  80  Boylston  Street.  4t— A4 

CAPSULES  OF  COPAIBA. 

M.  A.  Mo  THB  s,  of  Paris,  has  lately  Invented,  and  now  ofibrs  to  the  medical  facolty,  a  metbedef 
administering  the  Balsam  of  Copaiba  willioiit  taste  or  smell. 

The  pure  b  iliam  Is  enclosed  in  capsules  of  gelatin,  which  completely  cover  lutaste  and  flavor»m  ibH 
tbey  may  be  swallowed  with  as  much  ease  as  any  nice  confection.  Tbey  each  contain  ei^ieea 
grains  ol  the  balsam,  so  that  the  doee  can  be  measured  with  great  ease  ;  tbey  dissolve  rtadiiy  in  ibe 
stomach,  and  are  sure  not  to  pass  off  bv  the  iniestinnl  canal,  as  is  almost  always  the  cmo  wHb  lbs 
eoildlfled  eupalba.  These  capsules  are  highly  commended  by  the  medical  Journals  of  Paris,  and  H. 
Mothes  has  the  favorable  testimonials  of  Drs.  Segalis,  Roslan,  Ricort,  Desruelles,  Calleriar  ;  Rama 
Alibert,  MM.  Lisfranc  Sc  Marjoiin,  who  dally  prescribe  them,  and  who.  In  their  lectures,  have  ghraa 
the  highest  praise  to  bis  preparation.  They  are  neatly  put  up  in  oval  paaer  baxee,  concalaivg tliiftf> 
alx,  and  are  sold  in  Boston  by  the  importer's  agent,  THEODORE  METCALF, 

4t-M  36  Apothecary,  JT*.  38  IVsasert  Aotl 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

PHrsfCfANi  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  witb  Ptran  TACcina 
Viaus  by  return  mall,  on  aiidresising  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  onclss 
tog  one  dollar,  psW  paidt  wiibout  wJiich,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  tbe  post  office.  Dec  9S. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Tkb  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  ilviug  medical  instruction.  A  conTenicnt  fvem 
hts  been  provided  fur  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  Tbey  will  have 
anciii^  to  an  oTton^lve  merlicil  library,  and  every  other  necessary  l^cillty  for  tbe  aeaaireaeat  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opi»ortttnitles  irill  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  tweDisnemy 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,3  and  3,  and  in  caa$s  wkiek  viU  be  treatUat  tJu rsem  Au/». 
fastrnction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  leaat  twice  a  weak. 
Sufflcient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  tbe  room,  over  103  Hanover  etrvet,  ar  t» 
tbe  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  MJ>. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
»    .       .  n   ....  E.  WALTB|lLfeACH,M.Ot 

Bo$fn,  August  9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  U.th 

JOSEPH  MORIAKTT,  HJI. 
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ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  DELIRIUM  TREMENS. 

EX  JOBN   WARE,   H.O. 

{BmA  b^ton  tlw  Bodon  Sodely  for  Mtdteal  Inprovemenl,  mmd  eoMBHtnleaUd  for  tlM  Itodlcal  Md 

Surgical  Journal.] 

In  some  remarks  on  delirium  tremens,  which  were  published  among  the 
communications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  a  few  years  since, 
and  which  were  founded  exclusively  on  cases  which  had  occurred  under 
my  own  observation,  1  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  disease  was  not 
capable  of  being  arrested  in  its  course  by  treatment— -that  the  paroxysm 
of  watchfulness  and  delirium  was  not  shortened  by  remedies,  but  would 
continue  a  certain  time,  and  then  arrive  at  a  spontaneous  termination 
either  in  death  or  recovery— and  that  opium,  so  far  from  exercising,  as 
many  have  supposed,  a  favorable  influence  on  the  event,  served  rather 
to  increase  than  diminish  the  mortality. 

The  opinions  then  expressed  were  not  founded  upon  any  strict  or 
analytical  examination  of  the  cases  referred  to,  but  were  simply  the 
result  of  the  general  impressions  which  are  left  upon  the  mind  of  the 
practitioner,  by  the  observation  of  disease,  as  it  presents  itself  in  the 
foatine  of  ordinary  practice.  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  cautious  reliance 
which  should  be  placed  on  results  which  have  been  thus  obtained,  and 
it  seemed,  therefore,  desirable  to  inquire  how  far  these  opinions  wouU^ 
be  conGrmed  by  a  more  strict  examination  of  the '  cases  on  which  they 
were  founded.  ^ 

Such  an  inquiry  has  accordingly  been  made,  and  the  results  I  now 
lay  before  the  Society.  Since  the  publication  of  the  paper  alluded  to, 
m  few  cases  of  delirium  tremens  have  Gillen  under  my  care,  and  these 
have  been  included  in  the  examination.  Other  cases,  on  the  contrary^ 
which  were  then  referred  to,  have  been  now  rejected.  The  objects  of 
that  paper  embraced  a  general  history  of , this  peculiar  delirium,  whether 
occurring  in  a  distinct  paroxysm  or  only  as  a  transient  symptom  io  the 
course  of  other  diseases.  1  have  now  only  included  those  cases  in 
which  tlie  delirium  presented  itself  in  the  form  of  a  regular  paroxysm. 
I  have  also  excluded  thirty-one  cases  which  occurred  under  my  care  at 
the  Boston  Almshouse,  as  I  have  no  notes  of  their  history  or  treatment, 
but  merely  of  the  event  of  each  case. 

The  number  of  cases  in  private  practice  was  69,  occurring  duiing  a 
period  of  about  twenty  years.  Of  these  cases  63  occurred  among  maiea, 
and  6  among  females.    The  whole  number  of  deaths  was  1  l«-*aU  ihe  fiiul 
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cases  were  of  males.     Of  31   cases  at  the  Almshouse,  5  were  Tatal. 
The  ratio  of  mortality  in  all  the  cases  was  thus  very  nearly  the  same. 

1.  Eight  cases  were  treated  by  large  doses  of  opium,  given  with  the 
intention  of  bringing  about  a  termination  of  the  paroxysm  by  sleep. 
The  quantity  admmistered  varied,  in  different  cases,  from  24  to  72 
grains,  and  it  was  usually  given  in  the  course  of  48  hours.  Four  of  these 
cases  proved  fatal.  One  died  after  sleep  had  been  procured,  the  patient 
never  awaking  after  the  full  effect  of  the  remedy  had  been  produced, 
but  expiring  in  a  state  of  coma.  The  remaining  three  died  without 
having  slept.  Neither  of  these  eight  patients  was  oled.  One  of  them 
was  the  subject  of  a  severe  acute  disease,  dysentery,  in  the  course  of 
which  delirium  tremens  supervened  ;  this  was  a  fatal  case.  -The  others, 
so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  labored  only  under  such  general  symp- 
toms of  disorder  as  are  common  to  those  made  sick  by  intemperance, 
or  some  such  chronic  ailment  as  is  frequent  among  persons  of  those 
habits,  and  could  not  be  supposed  to  influence  the  course  or  event  of 
the  delirium.  In  the  cases  which  recovered,  restoration  to  health  took 
place  speedily  and  completely  after  sleep  had  taken  place. 

2.  Seven  cases  were  treated  by  small  doses  of  opium,  or  opium  ptem 
10  such  manner  and  quantity  a?  not  to  have  a  distinct  and  powerfoi 
influence  in  the  procuring  of  sleep,  the  quantity  not  exceeding  two  or 
three  grains  in  twenty-four  hours.  Two  of  these  patients  died,  bolb 
without  having  slept.  One  was  laboring  under  severe  peripneumooy 
when  attacked  by  delirium  tremens — this  case  was  fatal.  One  patient 
was  bled,  and  this  was  one  of  the  favorable  ones. 

3.  Twelve  cases  were  treated  principally  by  repeated  and  continued 
vomiting,  according  to  the  mode  of  practice  recommended  by  Dr. 
Klapp,  of  Philadelphia.  Tartarized  antimony  was  chiefly  relied  on  for 
this  purpose,  but  in  a  few  cases  the  sulphate  of  copper  and  ipecacuanha 
were  substituted,  with  no  apparent  difference  in  the  effects  of  the 
treatment.  Two  of  these  patients  labored  under  severe  disease,  one 
of  the  brain,  and  one  of  the  cellular  membrane  around  the  knee-joint 
The  former  died,  the  latter  recovered.  One  patient  was  bled,  and  this 
recovered.     Of  the  whole  number,  one  died. 

4.  In  two  patiefnts  a  single  copious  bleeding  from  the  arm  was  the 
only  remedy  employed,  and  in  both  the  disease  speedily  gave  way. 

5.  In  nine  cases  the  mode  of  practice  was  what  may  be  termed,  for 
convenience  of  distinction,  Ek;Iectic.  The  treatment  was  adapted  to  the 
prominent  symptoms  in  each  patient,  having  regard,  in  its  applicmtion, 
rather  to  the  general  character  of  the  case  and  the  indications  of 
derangement  in  particular  organs,  than  to  the  presence  of  the  |)eculiar 
aflTection  of  the  brain  which  constitutes  delirium  tremens.  Of  course, 
a  large  proportion  (seven)  of  these  cases,  were  decided  cases  of  acote 
local  disease,  and  were  treated  by  the  usual  remedies.  Five  of  the 
nine  were  bled ;  and  of  these,  two  died.  Of  the  whole  nine,  three 
died,  all  of  them  being  cases  of  peripneumony. 

6.  One  case,  in  which  the  delirium  accompanied  erysipelas  of  the 
face  and  head,  was  treated  by  large  doses  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine. 
This  recovered. 
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7.  One  case  was  treated  by  mercurials — ^salivation  occurred,  and  the 
patient  recovered. 

8.  In  29  cases  the  mode  of  treatment  was  what  may  be  properly 
denominated  Expectant.  It  is  not  intended  to  imply,  however,  that  no 
remedies  were  adininistered.  At  the  commencement  of  many  of  them 
active  measures  were  employed  for  a  short  period.  Thus  some  were 
bled,  some  leeched,  to  some  an  emetic  was  given,  several  were  blistered 
upon  the  neck,  and  all  were  more  or  less  subjected  to  the  operation  of 
cathartics.  Besides  these  remedies  at  the  outset,  various  articles  were 
administered  in  the  course  of  the  several  cases,  but  usually  of  ao 
inefficacious  character,  or  in  such  doses  as  probably  to  have  had  no 
influence  on  the  course  of  the  disease.  For  example,  small  doses  of 
spin  ether  nit.,  liq.  ammon.  acet.,  tinct.  hyoscyam.,  ext.  conii.,  tincf. 
bumuli,  tinct.  valerian,  tinct.  assafetid.,  and  various  other  medicine8> 
were  administered,  but  from  the  amount  and  efficacy  of  the  substances 
thus  taken,  no  physician,  acquainted  with  their  power,  would  for  a  mo- 
ment suppose  them  to  have  had  any  control  over  the  disease. 

All  these  cases  were  free  from  combination  with  acute  disease,  with 
one  exception ;  in  this  there  was  inflammation  of  the  arachnoid  membrane 
of  the  brain,  as  determined  by  dissection^  This  was  fatal.  Four  patients 
were  bled,  and  all  of  them  recovered.  Of  the  whole  number  29,  one 
died. 

The  results  of  the  different  methods  of  treatment  will  be  more  readily 
compared,  if  they  are  thrown  together  into  a  tabular  form. 


Traatmeot. 

No.Caser. 

Bled. 

Died. 

Recovered. 

Complicated  with  Acale  Disease. 

Opium,  large  doses 

8 

0 

4 

4 

1 

'*      small 

7 

1 

2 

8 

1 

Emetics   -    .    .    . 

12 

1 

1 

11 

3 

Bleeding    -    -    -    . 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Eclectic    -    -    -    - 

9 

6 

3 

6 

7 

auiniiie     -    .    -    . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Mercurials    -    -    - 

1 

0 

fO 

1 

0 

Expectant  •    -    .    . 

29 

4 

1 

26 

1 

69 

13     1  11     i         68 

13 

It  appears  from  this  statement  that  of  15  cases  in  which  opium 
constituted  the  principal  remedy,  6  died  ;  whilst  of  54  in  which  opium 
was  used  not  at  all,  or  only  incidentally  and  in  small  quantities,  only  5  died.* 
Still  further,  if  we  separate  from  these  54,  the  9  cases  in  which  the 
treatment  was  eclectic,  and  in  which  the  mortality  seems  to  have  arisen 
from  the  combination  of  acute  disease,  we  have  a  remainder  of  45  cases, 
of  which  only  2  were  fatal.  Again,  if  we  compare  the  mortality  of 
those  cases  in  which  opium  was  pushed  to  the  full  extent  advised  by 
writers  on  this  disease,  with  those  in  which  no  active  remedy  was 
employed,  we  have  a  mortality  of  1  in  2,  against  a  mortality  of  only 
1  in  29. 

This  difference  in  the  results  of  treatment  would  seem  altogether  too 
great  to  be  attributed  to  accident,  and  goes  far  to  establish  the  truth  of 
the  opinion  formeriy  expressed,  that  opium  given  in  large  doses  is 
actually  injurious  to  patients  laboring  under  delirium  tremens.    But 
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even  admitting  it  as  possible  that  the  great  proportion  of  fatal  cases 
occurring  where  opium  was  used,  was  accidental,  it  certainly,  I  think, 
will  not  be  contended  that  the  favorable  termination  of  the  cases  not 
treated  by  opium,  was  also  owing  to  accident.  And  it  will  certainly  follow 
that  opium,  if  not  absolutely  injurious  to  these  patients,  is  at  least  useless, 
and  that  our  success  in  this  disease  will  be  sufficiently  satisfactory 
without  it. 

The  examination  which  has  been  made  of  these  cases  has  led  me  to 
the  notice  of  some  other  circumstances  relating  to  the  history  and 
treatment  of  delirium  tremens,  which  it  may  be  worth  while  to  record. 

And  first,  it  appears  that  a  case  of  this  disease  is  not  often  fatal  unless 
some  other  affection  is  present,  which  is  in  itself  dangerous,  and  liable, 
even  without  its  complication  with  delirium  tremens,  to  prove  fatal.  Of 
the  11  filtal  cases  above  recorded,  7  or  8  were  of  this  character.  It  is 
not,  however,  always  in  our  power  to  be  certain  of  the  existence  of  such 
a  combination,  since  the  effect  of  the  delirium  is  to  absorb  or  over-shadow 
whatever  other  afllection  may  co-exist,  and  thus  to  obscure  its  symptoms 
and  prevent  us  from  recognizing  its  presence.  It  may  have  been 
possible,  therefore,  that  in  the  other  fatal  cases  where  no  such  combi- 
nation was  apparent,  it  may  have  existed  But  it  is  still  worthy  of 
remark  that  of  the  fatal  cases  occurring  among  patients  who  were 
presumed  to  be  free  from  any  such  combination,  two,  if  not  three,  were 
of  those  who  were  subjected  to  the  full  opium  practice. 

2.  In  three  of  the  fatal  cases  death  took  place  after  the  patient  had 
slept.  We  have  been  taught  to  rely  on  the  occurrence  of  sleep  as  a 
pretty  certain  indication  of  a  favorable  termination.  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  to  this  indication  there  are  many  exceptions.  Neither  is  the 
occurrence  of  sleep  in  favorable  cases  always  followed  by  a  terroinatioD  of 
the  paroxysm.  Eight  patients  slept  more  or  less  during  the  continuance 
of  the  disease ;  awaking  to  exhibit  all  the  symptoms  which  had  pre- 
viously existed. 

3.  Convulsions  have  been  considered  an  unfavorable  symptom  in 
delirium  tremens ;  but  of  9  patients  in  whom  they  occurred,  only  two 
were  among  the  fatal  cases.  1  will  not  assert  positively  that  all  the 
instances  in  which  they  took  place  were  noted,  yet  I  do  not  think  they 
were  often  omitted.  Especially  it  is  probable  that  they  were  not 
overlooked  in  the  fatal  cases.  Hence,  if  there  be  any  error,  it  is  one 
Which  would  diminish  rather  than  increase  the  ratio  of  mortality  among 
the  cases  presenting  this  symptom. 

4.  General  bloodletting  has  been  usually  regarded  as  inadmissible  in 
the  treatment  of  delirium  tremens,  and  is,  by  some,  thought  highly 
injurious.  Thirteen  patients  were  bled  from  the  arm,  at  some  period 
in  the  course  of  their  disease.  Of  these  only  two  died,  and  these  were 
both  affected  by  peripneumony.  This  would  seem,  at  least,  to  show 
that  bleeding  is  not  a  dangerous  remedy,  since  the  cases  in  which  it  was 
employed  were  principally  those  in  which  there  was  a  combination  of 
some  acute  disease  with  the  delirium  ;  in  which  class  of  cases,  as 
already  observed,  very  much  greater  danger  exists  than  in  those  in  which 
the  delirium  is  uncombined. 
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A.  S.,  a  deaf  and  dumb,  married  woman,  aet.  33  years,  presented 
herself  on  the  7th  February,  1838,  for  admission  into  the  private 
hospital  of  my  medical  instructer,  Dr.  Twitchell.  On  examination,  this 
patient  was  found  to  present  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  urinary  calculus; 
and  on  the  introduction  of  the  sound,  a  stone  was  distinctly  felt.  The 
urethra  was  exquisitely  tender,  the  introduction  of  a  common-siased 
catheter  causing  great  pain;  and  an  application  was  made  of  an  ointment 
containing  ext.  belladonnas  and  plumb,  acet.,  with  the  view  of  dimin- 
ishing this  morbid  sensibility.  The  usual  attempt  to  extract  the  stooe 
by  dilating  the  urethra  was  made  ;  but  on  account  of  its  large  size,  and 
the  tenderness  of  the  urethra,  its  removal,  by  this  means,  was  not* 
effected  ;  and  the  operation  of  lithotomy  was  decided  upon. 

The  operation  was  performed  on  the  13th  February.  The  patient 
having  been  placed  on  the  table  and  bound  in  the  usual  roanoer,  the 
bladder  being  full,  a  sound  was  introduced  and  the  position  of  the  stone 
ascertained.  It  occupied  the  same  place  as  when  first  sounded,  and 
was  not  moveable.  The  sound  was  then  withdrawn,  and  a  grooved 
staff  introduced  in  its  place.  Two  fingers  of  the  left  hand  of  the  operator 
being  in  the  vagina  to  protect  that  from  injury,  the  beak  of  the  gorget 
was  introduced  into  the  groove  and  pushed  along  through  the  wlioie 
course  of  the  arethra,  dividing  it  laterally.  The  staff  and  gofget  having 
been  withdrawn,  a  small  pair  of  forceps  was  introduced  ;  and  the  stone 
was  readily  found  and  grasped,  and  easily  extracted,  though  it  was 
slightly  adherent  to  the  bladder.     The  hemorrhage  was  trifling. 

The  patient  was  put  to  bed,  and  an  opiate  was  directed.  No  tressings 
or  stitches  were  made  ;  but  she  was  kept  on  the  back  with  the  thighs 
drawn  together.  On  the  third  day  after  the  operation,  an  examination 
was  made  by  introducing  a  catheter  into  the  urethra  and  the  fingers  into 
the  vagina  ;  and  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  perfect  union.  The 
patient  amended  rapidly ;  and  on  the  26th  February  went  home, 
perfectly  well,  except  that,  on  account  of  irritability  of  the  coats  of  the 
bladder,  she  was  unable  to  contain  so  large  a  quantity  of  urine  as  is 
usual. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  this  account — not  as  being  that  of  a 
very  unusual  or  remarkable  case — but  from  having  noticed  a  report  of  t 
similar  operation  in  the  7th  No.  of  Vol.  XVllI.  of  your  Journal ;  in 
commenting  upon  which,  the  writer  reprobates,  very  strongly,  the 
method  of  operating  pursued — ridiculing  the  idea  that  the  urethra  can 
unite  under  the  circumstances — and  asking  if  "  the  dividing  the  urethra 
does  not  perfectly  destroy  all  chance  of  recovery  ?"  In  this  case,  at 
least,  it  did  not  Many  surgical  writers  on  lithotomy  say  nothing  of 
the  operation  on  the  female ;  but  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  ^*  is  there 
any  autliority,  to  say  nothing  about  common  sense,  in  the  matter?"  I 
would  refer  him  to  Desault's  Surgery ;  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell's  "  System 
of  Surgery ;"  and  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  Lectures  as  reported  by  Mr. 
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Travers— authorities  which  no  one  will,   probably,  feel   inclined  to 
question.  I  am,  Sir,  most  respectfully  your  obf.  servt. 

Keene,  N.  £.,  6ih  April,  1838.  Charles  Vose  Bemis. 


LIGATURE   OF  THE    PRIMARY  ILIAC   ARTERY. 

Ligature  of  the  primary  iliac  for  aneurism  of  the  external  iliac  artery, 
has,  as  far  as  we  know,  been  performed  three  times.  The  first  openitioD 
was  successful  in  the  bands  of  Valentine  Mott,  of  Mew  York;  the 
second  was  performed  by  Mr.  Crampton,  of  Dublin,  but  the  patieot 
died  of  haemorrhage  on  the  eighth  day.  In  the  third  case,  Mr.  Guthrie 
tied  the  common  iliac,  for  supposed  aneurism,  which,  after  the  patient's 
death,  turned  out  to  have  been  fungus  haematodes.  We  are  happy  in 
being  able  to  communicate  a  second  successful  example  of  this  fonni- 
dable  operation,  which  was  recently  performed  at  St.  Petersburg,  by  M. 
Salomon. 

Luc  Padurbusr,  38  years  of  age,  of  good  constitution,  bad  received, 
flix  montlis  before  his  entrance  into  the  hospital,  a  kick  from  a  horse  io 
the  left  groin ;  soon  after  the  injury  a  tumor  appeared  in  the  inguiml 
region,  and  increased  so  rapidly  as  to  impede  prc^ressioo,  within  a  short 
period  of  its  appearance.  The  patient  was  transferred  to  a  clioiol 
ward  on  the  24th  of  May,  1837,  and  on  examination  the  foUowing 
particulars *were  noted: — Voluminous  tumor,  occupying  the  left  inguioal 
region,  not  well  defined  ;  it  extends  four  finger-breadths  below  Poupait'i 
ligament,  and  as  many  above  it;  externally  it  reaches  the  aoterior 
superior  spine  of  the  ileum,  and  internally  it  touches  the  linea  albaaod 
pubis.  JThe  pulsations  of  the  tumor  are  very  perceptible  to  the  eje 
and  touch  ;  they  are  strongest  at  about  two  inches  above  the  ligament; 
here  the  skin  is  very  much  distended  and  thin  ;  the  stethoscope  detects 
a  belk)ws  sound.  The  tumor  can  be  traced  into  the  abdominal  cavity, 
along  the  line  of  the  external  iliac  artery,  as  far  as  its  origin ;  oa 
compressing  the  abdominal  aorta  the  tumor  becomes  smaller,  and  '^ 
pulsatbns  cease.  The  patient  keeps  the  thigh  flexed ;  the  least  atteinpt 
at  extension  causes  severe  pain,  which  shoots  along  the  external  side 
of  the  thigh  to  the  ham  and  leg.  Pulse  quick  and  full.  The  nature  of 
the  disease  and  the  necessity  of  an  operation  being  manifest,  the  latter 
was  performed  on  the  26th  of  May,  in  the  following  manner: — 

An  incision,  four  and  a  half  inches  long,  was  made  on  the  left  side  of 
the  abdomen,  extending  from  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  the  ileum  to 
within  an  inch  of  the  last  false  rib.  The  incision  was  commenced  at  is 
inch  on  the  inner  side  of  the  spinous  process,  and  ran  in  a  parrilel 
direction  with  the  inferior  (interttal)  epigastric  artery.  The  superfidil 
fascia  and  the  fleshy  fibres  of  the  abdominal  muscles  were  next  divided 
in  the  same  direction,  and  Cooper's  fascia  brought  into  view.  A  snaB 
opening  having  been  made  into  this  fascia,  it  was  divided  for  soido 
extent,  at  lower  part  of  the  wound.  The  peritoneum  now  lay  bare,  and 
was  carefully  separated,  with  the  finger,  from  the  fascia  covering  the 
jliacus  muscle,  and  then  from  tho  psoas  muscle.    An  assistant  now  isd 
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the  peritoneum  and  intestines,  by  pressing  ihem  with  the  index  finger 
against  the  upper  part  of  the  wound,  and  this  done,  the  operator 
continued  to  separate  the  peritoneum,  until  he  arrived  at  the  common 
iliac  artery  ;  the  pulsations  of  the  vessel,  which  appeared  to  be  healthy, 
were  distinctly  felt  under  the  finger.  Having  asceilained,  with  precision, 
the  exact  direction  of  the  artery  by  means  of  the  touch  (for  it  was 
impossible  to  see  it  in  the  bottom  of  the  wound),  the  operator  now 
separated  the  iliac  vein  from  the  artery  with  the  left  index  finger,  and 
then  succeeded  in  passing  an  aneurisinal  needle  along  the  same  finger, 
under  the  artery.  The  vessel  was  completely  isolated  from  surrounding 
parts,  with  the  aid  of  the  needle,  and  then,  by  means  of  Deschamp's 
elastic  needle,  a  ligature  was  passed  round  it,  from  the  inner  to  the  onter 
side.  The  ends  of  the  ligature  were  tightened  with  the  common  double 
knot,  and  brought  out  at  the  nearest  part  of  the  wound.  This  step  of 
the  operation  was  not  attended  with  any  difficulty.     On  tying  the  knot 

?ulsation  ceased  in  the  tumor,  and  it  rapidly  diminished  in  volume, 
lie  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  together  by  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster;  some  pledgets  of  lint  were  placed  alone;  it,  and  the  whole 
supported  by  a  common  bandage.  The  patient  lost  very  little  blood 
during  the  operation,  as  none  of  the  vessels  divided  required  a  ligature. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  the  pulse  was  quick  and  full,  but  the 
patient  expressed  himself  much  relieved.  Fourteen  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  from  the  arm,  and  fifteen  drops  of  laurel  water  administered 
every  three  hours.  Lemonade  for  drink ;  draught  containing  cream 
of  tartar  at  night. 

27.  Pulse  quick;  no  stool.  An  evacuation  was  produced  by  the 
administration  of  son)e  castor  oil.  The  lower  extremity,  which  was  at 
6rst  cold,  is  now  warm.  The  patient  now  complains  of  pain  in  the 
inner  side  of  the  knee,  which  is  swollen,  hot,  and  red ;  ten  leeches  to 
the  affected  part ;  warm  fomentations. 

29.  The  inflammation  of  the  knee  has  dinrmished  ;  the  skin  here  is 
much  cooler  than  on  the  27tli ;  a  superficial  gangrenous  eschar  has 
formed  over  the  fifth  metatarsal  bone.  Some  lint,  moistened  with 
spirits  of  turpentine  and  camphorated  spirit  of  wine,  was  immediately 
applied  to  this  point.  The  general  condition  of  the  patient  is  favorable ; 
be  has  slept  several  hours  ;  pulse  less  quick. 

80.  The  patient  Iras  slept  tranquilly  during  the  night,  and  feels  him- 
self strong ;  pulse  soft,  80 ;  skin  cool ;  tongue  clean  ;  stools  natural ; 
the  left  lower  extremity  is  warm ;  the  aneurismal  tumor  has  considerably 
diminished  in  size.  On  removing  the  dressings  the  wound  presents  a 
favorable  aspect ;  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  united  by  the  first  intention ; 
a  small  portion  near  tlie  ligature  furnishes  pus,  which  is  of  good  con- 
dition. As  the  swelling  at  the  knee  had  again  become  painful,  twelve 
leeches  were  applied. 

31.  Has  passed  a  quiet  night ;  the  knee  less  painful ;  the  eschar  on 
the  foot  is  limited,  but  a  similar  eschar  has  formed  over  the  skin  cpyenpg 
the  patella,  which  is  infiamed.  Suppuration  of  the  wound  continues 
slight. 

June  2.  Tumefaction  of  the  knee  is  more  painful ;  twplve  leecbei 
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appliedi  which  removed  it  altogether.  Another  small  superficial  eschar 
occupies  the  external  part  of  the  sole  of  the  foot  The  general  coo- 
dilioB  of  the  patient,  and  that  of  the  wound,  are  most  satisfactory. 

From  this  period  the  patient  continued  to  improve,  and  near  ihe  end 
of  June  the  tumor  had  subsided  to  one  quarter  of  its  original  volume, 
being  converted  into  a  hard,  solid  mass.  The  temperature  and  sensi- 
bility of  the  limb  were  normal,  except  at  the  toes  and  sole  of  the  foot, 
which  still  remained  numbed.  The  whole  of  the  gangrenous  spots  are 
healed.  On  the  thirty-second  day  after  the  operation  the  ligature  came 
away,  and  the  wound  then  quickly  healed  in  its  whole  extent.  At  tbe 
expiration  of  two  months  the  patient  was  completely  cured. 

The  principal  difficulty  which  the  operator  has  to  overcome  in  taking 
up  the  primary  iliac,  depends  on  the  depth  at  which  the  vessel  is  situate 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  M.  Salomon  considers  the  incisien 
which  he  made  parallel  to  the  epigastric  artery,  as  the  most  eligible  one, 
inasmuch  as  it  permits  the  surgeon  to  get  at  the  vessel  easily,  without 
separating  too  much  of  the  peritoneum.  Valentine  Mott  made  a  semi- 
lunar incision,  similar  to  the  one  which  Sir  A.  Cooper  recommends  far 
ligature  of  the  external  iliac.  Other  surgeons  advise  us  to  make  tbe 
incision  along  the  spine  of  the  ileum,  but  this  method  renders  it  very 
difficult  to  pass  a  needle  round  the  artery,  and  compels  the  operator  to 
separate  the  peritoneum  to  a  great  extent. — French  Gazette. 


SELECTIONS    FROM    FOREIGN   JOURNALS. 

Value  of  Vaccination  as  a  Preventive  of  Smallpox, — After  giving  a 
table  of  the  tolal  deaths  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  the  deaths  under 
ten  from  smallpox,  in  Glasgow,  for  thirty  years,  and  divided  into  three 
equal  periods,  Dr.  Cowan  observes  : — 

The  ravages  of  smallpox  were  never  before  more  vividly  illustrated 
than  in  the  foregoing  table. 

{n  the  first  period  of  ten  years,  the  total  deaths  under  ten  years  of 
age  amounted  to  9919,  and  the  deaths  from  smallpox  to  3466,  being 
34.94  per  cent.^  or  rather  more  than  one  third  of  the  whole  deaths 
under  ten. 

In  the  second  period,  the  total  deaths  under  ten  are  9080,  and  die 
deaths  from  smallpox  2894,  or  31.87  per  cent. ;  and  in  the  last  period, 
the  total  deaths  under  ten  are  20,913,  and  the  deaths  from  smallpox 
1013,  or  only  9.28  per  cent. 

Tbe  saving  of  human  life  in  infancy  by  the  introduction  of  vaocinfr- 
tion  is  thus  most  satisfactorily  established,  as  the  table  shows  an  improve*' 
ment  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent.,  and  if  to  this  be  added  the  lives 
saved  above  ten  years  of  age,  which  we  have  no  means  of  exbibitiog 
from  the  Glasgow  Mortality  Bills,  we  will  be  able  to  judge  of  tbe 
benefits  conferred  on  society  by  Jenner. 

The  immunity  of  the  Irish  from  smallpox  is  a  remarkable  fact.  Dr. 
Cowan  attributes  this,  and,  we  think,  justly,  to  the  general  practice  of 
vaccination  among  the  lower  classes  by  the  surgeons  of  the  county 
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iofirniaries  and  dispensaries  of  Ireland.  Out  of  95  patients  treated  by 
Dr.  Cowan  in  1836,  four  only  were  natives  of  Ireland ;  while  91  were 
Scotch,  of  whom  70  were  Highlanders,  and  21  natives  of  the  Liowlands. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  Highlanders  were  from  the  remote  islands, 
and  all  had  recently  arrived  in  Glasgow.  Fifty-five  of  the  patients  had 
apparently  been  vaccinated  ;  but  forty  never  had  the  operation  performed. 
No  death  occurred  in  any  individual  who  presented  the  appearance  of 
having  been  properly  vaccinated. — Dublin  Jour,  of  Med,  Scien.^  fyc. 

Solubility  of  Oxide  of  Lead  in  Water, — According  to  Bonsdorff, 
the  oxide  of  lead,  when  prepared  either  by  the  wet  way,  viz.,  the 
action  of  water  containing  air  upon  metallic  lead,  or  by  the  dry  way, 
from  nitrate  of  lead,  is  completely  soluble  in  water.  One  part  of  lead 
requires  7000  of  water  for  solution,  which  is  not  so  inconsiderable  when 
we  remember  that  one  part  of  magnesia  lequires  above  5000  parts  of 
water  to  dissolve  it.  The  solution  of  oxide  of  lead  in  water  possesses  a 
strong  alkaline  re-action,  both  on  femarobuc  and  violets,  and  is  an  excel** 
lent  test  for  carbonic  acid. — London  Lancet, 

Respiration  of  the  New-bom  Child, — Dr.  Kind'  explains  the  6rst 
inspiration  of  the  new-born  child  as  a  reflex  function  produced  by  stimu- 
lation of  the  integumentory  covering,  because  this  function  is  exercised 
even  in  cases  where  the  brain  is  totally  absent.  This  power  of  stimuli 
applied  to  the  skin,  to  excite  the  activity  of  the  respiratory  muscles, 
finds  an  application  in  the  well-known  practice  of  throwing  cold  water 
on,  tickling  the  skiu,  &c.,  in  cases  of  suspended  animation. — Jbid, 

Analysis  of  Iron  Ores. — Berzelius  states  the  following  to  be  a  rapid 
mode  of  analyzing  these  ores.  He  boils  them  with  chloride  of  copper, 
slightly  acidulated  with  muriatic  acid,  then  on  boiling  the  residue  with 
carbonate  of  soda,  washing  the  result,  drying  and  weighing,  its  weight 
indicates  that  of  the  carbon. — Ibid. 

Assafcetida  in  Hooping  Cough, — Dr.  Diirr  strongly  recommends  the 
use  of  assafcetida  in  the  form  of  clyster  in  cases  of  hooping  cough.  The 
period  of  the  disease  is  considerably  abridged  by  this  remedy  ;  and  after 
a  lapse  of  two,  or  at  most,  three  weeks,  the  cough  becomes  so  mild, 
that  all  danger  of  consequent  affection  of  the  lungs  is  almost  entirely 
prevented. — Ibid, 

Croton  Oil  as  an  External  Irritant. — M.  Boileau  has  lately  addressed 
a  memoir  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  on  the  effects  of  croton 
oil  in  certain  chronic  affections  of  the  stomach,  particularly  in  gastralgia. 
The  conclusions  at  which  the  author  arrives,  are  drawn  from  seven  cases 
of  individuals  affected,  for  a  considerable  time,  with  pains  about  the 
region  of  the  stomach,  with  or  without  vomiting,  fever,  general  emacia- 
tion, be.  One  case  was  that  of  a  pregnant  woman,  whose  stomach  was 
unable  to  contain  any  kind  of  substance,  whether  solid  or  liquid.  A 
second  was  relative  to  a  child  who  labored  under  very  violent  gastralgia. 
Both  the  patients  were  cured  in  a  brief  space  of  time,  by  repeated 
Ifictions  of  croton  oil  (eight  drops)  over  the  epigastrium.  In  children, 
tbe  application  of  the  croton  oil  generally  produced  purging  [and  an 
eruption  of  small  pustules  over  tbe  part.  It  is  necessary  that  the  oil 
employed  should  be  uoadulterated— -Jmr.  de  Con.  Med,  Chir. 
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Human  Milk. — M.  Donn£,  who  has  lately  paid  considerable  attemioo 
to  the  coin  position  of  the  human  fluids,  thus  expresses  the  coropositioo 
of  niilk : — 

''  Milic  is  a  fluid  holding  in  solution  lactic  sugar,  salts,  a  small  quantity 
of  fatty  matter,  and  of  caseum  ;  and,  in  suspension,  a  number  of  glo- 
bules composed  of  butter,  which  are  of  various  sizes,  and  soluble  in  ether. 

'*  The  first  milk,  or  colostrum^  contains,  in  addition,  particular  bodies, 
which  M.  Donne  designates  *  granular;'  these  latter  do  not  disappear 
entirely  before  the  end  of  the  first  month  after  delivery ;  they  some- 
tiroes,  however,  continue  beyond  that  time.  In  cases  of  abscess  of  the 
Diammae,  the  milk  sometimes  contains  pus,  and  may  contain  blood." — 
French  Lancet, 

Bydriodate  of  Iron  in  Discharges  from  the  Nose. — June  21,  1836, 
a  little  girl,  two  years  old,  was  brought  to  me  by  her  mother,  who  said 
.  the  child  had  from  her  birth  been  afl^ected  with  difliculty  of  breathing, 
which  sometimes  in  the  night  almost  amounted  to  strangulation,  deglu« 
tition,  at  times,  also  much  impeded,  and  latterly  alteration  in  the  voice. 
She  states  that  a  fortnight  before  a  thick,  puriform  secretion  was  dis- 
charged from  both  nostrils,  which  continued  without  intermission.  After 
clearing  the  bowels  with  mercurial  purgatives,  I  ordered  a  scruple  of 
hydriodate  of  potash,  in  four  ounces  of  water,  gradually  increased  to 
two  scruples,  a  portion  of  which  to  be  injected  up  the  nostrils  three 
times  a  day  ;  also  a  mixture  containing  sixteen  grains  of  the  hydriodate 
in  two  ounces  of  camphor  mixture,  two  teaspoonfuls  to  be  taken  ibree 
tiroes  a  day  ;  .which  injection  and  mixture  she  continued  till  the  begin- 
ning of  August,  when  she  became  quite  well,  and  has  never  had  any 
return. — G.  Fayrer^  in  Lancet. 

Malignant  Hydrosis. — I   delivered   Mrs.   H ,  says* a  '<  Medit^ 

Practitioner,''  in  the  Lancet,  at  noon  on  Stmday,  of  a  stillborn  child, 
her  third,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  her  doing  well  on  my  visit 
in  the  evening,  and  again  on  the  following  day,  no  flooding  or  any  bad 
symptom  occurring  during  the  thirty-six  hours  following  delivery.  On 
Tuesday  morning,  at  9  o'clock,  I  was  requested  to  see  my  patient  as 
early  as  possible  in  the  day.  I  immediately  visited  her,  and  was  to- 
formed  by  the  nurse  that  her  mistress  had  passed  a  very  restless  night. 
I  found  her  complaining  principally  of  restlessness ;  there  was  slight 
tenderness  around  the  umbilicus;  the  tongue  was  slightly  coated; 
the  pulse  100  beats  in  the  minute ;  the  skin  very  moist ;  the  urine  had 
been  freely  secreted  and  voided ;  the  lochia  plentiful  and  not  oflFensive, 
bo  secretion  of  milk  ;  the  bowels  had  not  been  moved.  I  ordered 
twelve  leeches  to  the  abdomen,  to  be  followed  by  hot  linseed-meal 
poultices,  and  three  grains  of  calomel,  with  one  of  opium,  every  three 
hours  ;  half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  to  he  given  every  second  hour  uotS 
the  bowels  should  be  moved. 

At  two  o'clock  she  was  relieved  of  the  tenderness  which  had  existed 
five  hours  previously  ;  countenance  looking  better ;  she  was  jocular 
indeed  ;  the  perspiration  was,  however,  much  more  profuse,  and  the 
pulse  had  risen  to  120;  she  expressed  herself  as  feeling  very  cora- 
fortable,  tb^fibrspiratioD  only  anooyiog  her ;  no  sickness  ]  she  partook 
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freely  of  gruel ;  ordered  Iier  to  continue  the  pills  and  oil,  and  desired 
the  nurse  to  acquaint  me  with  the  progress  of  the  case  at  six  o'clock. 
At  that  hour  the  nurse  came  to  my  house,  and  stated  her  mistress  felt 
herself  better,  but  the  bed-clothes  were  saturated  with  perspiration.  At 
eight  o'clock  1  visited,  and  to  my  utter  dismay  found  my  patient  mori- 
bund, the  pulse  countless,  dreadful  anxiety  depicted  in  the  countenance, 
cold  extremities,  most  profuse  coid  pers|)irntion,  the  whole  of  the  bed- 
ding saturated  therewith  ;  abdomen  tymiranitic,  the  bowels  had  not  been 
moved ;  she  was  perfectly  sensible,  ^md  aware  her  end  was  approaching. 
Stimuli  were  freely  administered,  but  to  no  pupose ;  she  sank  within  an 
hour,  speaking  in  a  calm  tone  to  the  last. 

Case  of  Excition  of  the  Spleen. — ^The  subject  of  this  case  was  a 
stout  and  healthy  man,  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  who  was  gored  by 
a  buffalo,  in  the  Morung  Forest,  which  produced  a  horizontal  wound,  of 
about  two  inches  in  length,  through  which  the  spleen  protruded,  and 
remained  in  that  state  for  six  days,  when  the  patient,  to  seek  medical 
relief,  rode  into  the  station,  a  distance  of  fourteen  koss,  and  put  himself 
under  Dr.  M'DoneH's  care.  A  ligature  was,  in  the  6rst  instance, 
applied,  with  the  view  of  interrupting  the  circulation,  and  thereby 
removing  the  mass;  but,  on  further  consideration,  be  determined  to 
excise  the  protruded  viscus,  which  being  done,  and  ligatures  applied  to 
two  bleeding  vessels,  with  simple  dressing,  and  rest  in  the  horiasontal 
posture,  the  case  rapidly  recovered. 

It  is  now  two  months  since  the  operation  was  performed,  and  the  man 
as  yet  enjoys  his  usual  health. — Trans,  of  the  Med.  and  Phys.  Society 
of  Calcutta,  VoK  VIII.,  Part  1. 

Absence  of  the  hung. — On  examining  the  body  of  a  child,  six  weeks 
of  age,  affected  with  cyanosis,  and  who  died  of  cerebral  congestion,  Dr. 
Hein  found  a  complete  absence  of  the  right  lung ;  only  a  rudiment  of 
the  right  bronchus  existed  ;  the  right  pulmonary  artery  and  vein  were 
also  absent ;  the  septum  of  the  ventricles  imperfect ;  the  aorta  arising 
from  both  ventricles ;  the  foramen  ovale  and  ductus  arteriosus  open. 


GOUT. 

Dr.  Chapman,  of  Philadelphia,  in  an  excellent  lecture  on  arthritis,  or 
gout,  which  is  published  in  the  Medical  Examiner,  has  the  following 
remarks. 

»"  As  indispensable,  let  roe  insist  on  a  strict,  undeviating  adherence  to 
m  moderate  diet.  Medical  authority,  however,  differs  as  to  the  kind  of 
food.  By  Redi,  Starke,  Lobb,  be,  the  exclusive  use  of  vegetables  is 
strenuously  advised,  while  Brown  and  his  disciples  as  strongly  urge  its 
being  the  reverse.  Both  are  wrong.  The  lowest  and  most  abstemious 
diet  will  sometimes  be  exacted,  and  on  other  occasions,  the  cordial  and 
generous.  Limitation  in  quantity  is,  perhaps,  of  as  much  consequence 
as  the  quality  of  the  nutriment.  Discrimination  is  no  less  to  be  made 
in  relation  to  drinks.  To  some,  water  alone  should  be  allowed,  and 
i>ther8  will  require  a  small  portion  of  wine,  or  of  ardenrfif|>irits.    The 
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great  purpose  is  to  preserve  soundness  or  the  digestive  and  assimilative 
functions,  and  the  course  of  living  must  be  accommodated  accordingly. 

'^  Equally  important  is  it,  that  iiabits  of  indolence,  or  even  of  too 
intense  appiicatiori  to  study,  or  any  other  sedentary  occupation,  be 
exchanged  for  those  of  activity  and  exercise.  '  Many,'  says  Hoffman, 
<  have  lost  their  gout  with  their  fortune,'  by  turning,  no  doubt,  at  the 
same  time,  from  luxury  and  lazy  enjoyments,  to  laborious  pursuits. 
The  eccentric  iMr.  Aberneihy  being  asked,  by  a  nobleman,  what  would 
prevent  gout,  replied  in  his  usual  sententious  manner :  '  My  Lord,  live 
on  sixpence  a  day,  and  earn  it.'  These  are  aphorisms,  which,  though 
uttered  with  some  exaggeration,  contain  a  vast  deal  of  wisdom,  and 
might  be  adopted,  with  proper  qualifications,  as  a  rule  of  life  in  reference 
to  the  object  in  view. 

"  By  one  of  the  sages  of  our  profession,  gout  has  been  pronounced  as 
proceeding  entirely  from  *  vexation  of  spirit.'  Not  agreeing  entirely 
with  him,  the  immense  influence  of  moral  causes  in  the  origination  and 
maintenance  of  the  disease^  seems  to  be  universally  admitted.  Every 
emotion  or  passion,  whether  of  tempestuous  excitement,  or  the  reverse, 
depressive,  or  worrying  and  irritative,  has  such  an  effect.  Elquanimity 
is  hence  to  be  cultivated,  and  which  will  be  most  successfully  done,  by 
resorting  to  those  sentinels  which  philosophy  places  over  us,  to  protect 
against  the  incursions  of  the  evil  dispositions  by  which  the  soul  becomes 
agitated  or  disturbed.  Nourished  by  unresistance,  a  fretted  or  exas- 
perated temper  is  held  to  be  especially  baneful,  and  hence,  above  all, 
the  injunction  of  the  wisest  of  mortals,  should  be  remembered :  <  Let 
not  the  sun  go  down  on  thy  wrath.' 

<<  Yet,  admonished  as  they  may  be,  we  shall  find  our  patients,  for  the 
most  part,  reckless  of  advice ;  and,  like  those  of  the  divine,  or  moralist, 
our  preachings,  too  often,  leave  only  an  evanescent  impression.  The 
victims  of  gout  are,  also,  usually  the  votaries  of  sensual  gratifioatioosL 
By  the  ancients,  who,  under  the  shadow  of  an  allegory,  often  conveyed 
a  truth,  the  disease  was  held  to  be  the  progeny  of  the  divinities  of  love 
and  debauchery.  To  such  persons,  as  I  have  alluded  to,  we  shall  b 
vain  hold  the  language  of  remonstrance,  or  deliver  injunctions  to  refor- 
mation, when  opposed  by  the  attractions  of  the  festive  board,  the  seduc- 
tions of  luxurious  ease,  and  the  other  fascinations  and  enjoyments  of 
sense  and  appetite.  Ease,  in  such  cases,  retracts  the  vows  made  in 
pain,  and  exclaims,  with  the  voluptuous  poet  of  antiquity,  <  FUom 
faciunt  balnea,  vmn,  venm,^ 

^*  It  remains  only  to  add,  that,  in  gout,  the  paroxysm  may  sometimes 
be  warded  off,  if,  on  the  first  signs  of  its  approach,  a  purge  be  taken. 
The  same  good  efiect  I  have  also  known  from  repeated  doses  of  the 
alkalies,  or  magnesia,  the  prepared  oyster-shell,  or  other  antacids,  and 
also  by  the  use  of  colchicum. 

**  An  allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  denunciation  of  the  iatt^ 
article  under  any  circumstances,  and  more  especially,  to  anything  like 
an  habitual  employment  of  it.  But  these  apprehensions,  1  must  thinky 
are  unfounded,  and  certainly  to  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been 
expressed^  by  some  of  the  European  writers.     Much  fis  I  have  pro* 
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icribed  it,  never  have  I  kDOwn  any  pernicious  effects  from  it,  and  I 
believe  that  it  may  be  always  so  regulated,  as  to  prove  a  perfectly  safe 
remedy.  It  is  generally  taken  in  the  small  dose  often  or  twenty  drops 
daily,  morning  and  evening,  when  any  slight  indications  of  gout  exist,  in- 
creasing the  quantity  considerably,  on  a  stronger  manifestation  of  an  attack. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     APRIL    18,     J838. 


THE  PHILADELPHIA    SYSTEM    OF   MIDWIFERY* 

A  PRACTITIONER  of  some  eminence  declared,  the  other  day,  that  he 
would  not  read  a  modern  treatise  on  midwifery,  because,  in  this  age, 
every  ostensibly  new  book  upon  that  subject,  is  but  a  repetition  of  every 
old  one  extant,  remodeled.  To  some  extent,  this  is  true  ;  yet  this 
staunch  determination  not  to  admit  that  improvement  has  been  made  in 
this,  as  in  all  other  departments  of  medicine,  is  just  as  unwise  as  it 
would  be  to  refuse  to  admit  that  any  changes  have  been  made  in  horti- 
culture or  the  mechanic  arts,  or  any  new  methods  devised  in  studyiofi: 
the  sciences.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  obstetric  art  has  undergone 
improvements  within  a  few  years.  Much  of  the  mystery  of  manage- 
ment has  been  discarded — the  strange  preparations  for  a  coming  event, 
which  belong  to  no  nomenclature  of  disease,  are  now  dispensed  with— 
and  the  transcendant  advantages  arising  from  minute  anatomy,  never  so 
well  understood  as  at  the  present  moment,  give  new  and  increasing  value 
to  every  succeeding  work.  On  these  accounts,  therefore,  aside  from 
various  other  considerations,  all  recent  putdications,  \i  they  contain  a 
condensed  view  of  all  that  has  preceded  them,  and  embody  in  themselves 
the  latest  improvements  and  discoveries,  are  entitled  to  a  very  special 
notice.  No  man  can  conscientiously  practise  midwifery,  or  any  other 
branch  of  medicine  or  surgery,  we  should  suppose,  who  does  not  keep 
pace  with  the  age  in  which  he  lives.  Notwithstanding  the  common 
observation,  that,  with  all  our  science,  in  savage  life  it  rarely  happens 
that  an  infant  is  lost,  while  the  whole  history  of  civilization,  so  far  as  the 
records  of  medicine  are  concerned,  is  a  melancholy  comment  on  the  im- 
perfection of  the  healing  art,  it  is  no  argument  against  the  utility,  or 
indeed  the  necessity,  for  these  publications.  Civilization  carries  in  its 
train  a  host  of  vices  which  war  against  health,  and  peril,  in  a  remarkable 
manner,  the  lives  of  women.  But  we  are  insensibly  reasoning  against 
a  crude  personal  opinion  of  a  neighbor,  when,  in  fact,  it  is  our  design  to 
recommend  a  new  and  neatly  executed  work  on  practical  midwifery. 

Because  it  contains,  probably,  the  results  of  the  experience  and  views 
of  the  practitioners,  professors  and  lecturers  on  obstetrics,  which  the 
author  has  brought  together  into  a  portable  form,  it  is  denominated  the 
^' Philadelphia  Practice  of  Midwifery.''  Aside  from  its  typographical 
execution,  which  is  remarkably  neat,  a  characteristic  of  the  Philadelphia 
press,  it  is  altogether  a  very  desirable   and  acceptable  treatise.     The 

*  The  PblUdelphia  Pr«ct1ce  of  Midwifery,  by  Cbarlet  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  Lecturer  en  Midwifery 
wtA  tile  DiMMsetof  Women  ud  Gblldren,  ^.»  wltk  iiaaerow  eDgAVinp.  FUted«lpki»:  Jaaiefl 
St  W.  Kaj  4(  BroUiers,  1838.    8to.,  p.  370  C^  ^ 
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plates,  however,  are  not  what  they  should  have  been.  We  entertain  n 
absolute  contempt  for  wood  engravings,  even  the  masterpieces  of  xylo- 
graphy from  the  hand  of  Bewick  himself.  As  only  a  few  medical  boob, 
comparatively,  have  their  origin  in  America,  fof*  the  sake  of  appearance, 
if  it  is  necessary  to  accompany  a  text  with  drawings,  they  should  be  the 
yery  best  that  can  be  procured. 

We  might  give  a  more  minute  account  of  this  volume,  were  it  aeceHaiy 
to  force  it  into  notoriety  ;  but  it  requires  no  factitious  aid  at  the  haodsof 
the  crafl.  Its  merits  will  be  appreciated  by  all  those  at  all  coDceroed  la 
the  successful  and  honorable  practice  of  midwifery. 


A  JVew  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medicine. — A  correspondent,  residing  il 
New  Orleans,  writes,  under  date  of  March  26th,  that  a  new  quarter!/ 
on  medicine  is  contemplated  by  one  of  the  medical  societies  of  thatcitji 
which  will  probably  be  sought  for  by  the  physicians  over  the  United 
States.  It  is  very  extraordinary  that  the  undertaking  was  not  coo* 
menced  years  ago.  The  hospital  reports  alone  would  be  eztrenie|f 
*  valuable.  Whenever  the  contemplated  work  appears,  the  subject  w3 
be  again  reverted  to. 


Decrease  of  Mortality  from  Smallpox, — Some  tables,  taken  from  tbe 
London  bills  of  mortality,  have  lately  been  presented  to  the  Westmio^ 
Medical  Society,  which  show  the  decrease  of  mortality  in  Londoi, 
from  smallpox,  with  the  progressive  increase  of  vaccination.  Five  tables 
containing  15  years  each,  were  shown,  from  the  first  of  which,  from  Y^ 
to  1720,  prior  to  smallpox  inoculation,  it  appears  that  in  every  lOOOcaiei 
of  that  disease  there  were  78  deaths.  The  two  next  tables  refer  totki 
period  after  smallpox  inoculation  was  introduced  ;  in  the  first  table,  fitfl 
1745  to  1759,  in  every  1000  cases  there  were  89  deaths  ;  in  the  second, 
from  1784  to  1798,90  9-10th8  deaths.  The  other  two  tables  refer  to 
times  since  vaccination  has  been  introduced  ;  in  the  first,  from  180411 
1818,  in  every  1000  cases  there  were  53  deaths  ;  in  the  second,  ftod 
1819  to  1832,  32  deaths. 

The  Blue  PUl  in  ^^euralgia, — A  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Genef*) 
N.  Y.,  has  been  published  in  the  newspapers,  which  details  the  case  of 
an  individual  who  had  suffered  the  most  excruciating  agony  for  twehc 
months,  from  what  was  considered  neuralgia,  but  who,  at  the  end  of  tbil 
time,  was  speedily  cured  by  the  use  of  a  pill  composed  of  3  grs.  of  f^ 
hydrarg.  and  1  gr.  ext.  stramonium.  One  of  these  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  every  night,  at  bedrtime,  until  the  gums  were  a  little  affected,  thtf 
leave  off  for  a  few  days,  and  resume.  In  a  fortnight  the  cure  was  said 
to  be  perfect.  He  has  been  threatened  several  times  since  with  a  relnta 
of  the  complaint,  but  a  resort  to  the  same  remedy  has  uniforml/  f^ 
Tented  it. 

Secondary  Aneurism, — A  patient  was  admitted,  last  year,  into  lb« 
Swansea  (Lng.)  Infirmary,  with  popliteal  aneurism  in  both  hams— tin^ 
in  the  right  being  the  largest.  The  femoral  artery  was  tied  on  the  rigbt 
side,  the  following  morning,  with  complete  success.  Two  months  affeff 
the  femoral  artery  in  the  left  limb  was  tied,  and  the  pulsatioo  id  the  tunar 
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vas,  as  in  the  first  instance,  arrested  immediately.  The  wound  healed 
bj  the  first  intention,  as  before,  but  in  two  or  three  days  a  pulsatile 
movement  was  perceived  in  the  tumor,  which  was  found  to  indicate 
secondary  aneurism.  In  seven  weeks  the  ligature  was  detached,  with 
the  knot  and  ring  entire,  and  evidently  showed  that  circulation  could  not 
have  been  carried  on  through  the  trunk  of  the  artery.  He  was  kept  in 
bed  several  weeks,  the  tumor  gradual  decreasing,  when  ho  was  dis- 
charged.    Eight  months  after,  he  appeared  perfectly  well. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Pleurisy  is  quite  prevalent  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. — Dr.  Caldwell  is  about  giving  a  course  of  lectures  on  phre- 
nology at  New  York. — Dr.  James  R.  Manly,  of  New  York,  has  received 
«D  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  that  State. — Dr.  Stevens's  Lectures 
on  Lithotomy  are  eagerly  sought  for  by  the  profession. — A  book  called 
the  Phrenological  Guide,  illustrated  by  plates,  has  been  published  at 
Albany,  by  Mr.  Barlow. — A  fine  stand  for  a  ph)rsician,  in  the  country, 
worth  from  800  to  SlOOO,  with  a  house  and  six  acres  of  land,  may  be 
found  by  application  to  the  editor. — Dr.  Ferguson,  of  Millpoint,  Mis- 
sissippi, has  been  killed  in  a  duelling  quarrel. — At  the  commencement 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  6th  inst.,  the  degree  of  M.D. 
was  conferred  on  157  gentlemen. — Dr.  Leonard  is  the  acting  surgeon 
of  the  expedition,  sent  by  the  Government,  for  exploring  the  Everglades 
and  southern  coast  of  Florida. — Dr.  Daniel  Edbert,  Acting  Surgeon  of 
the  U.  S.  Schooner  Shark,  has  arrived  at  Norfolk  from  Mahon. — Dr. 
Napoleon  Duchesnois,  a  Canadian  refugee,  represented  as  an  estimable 
and  skilful  physician,  has  established  himself  in  Boston. — The  external 
contact  of  India  rubber  is  said  to  be  excellent  for  sore  throat,  when  worn 
in  the  form  of  a  band. — Dr.  Skinner  arrived  at  Moravia,  Africa,  safely 
and  in  health,  on  the  12th  of  January.  Dr.  David  Francis  Bacon  is  the 
principal  Colonial  Physician. — Deaths  in  the  Marine  Hospital,  at  Chel- 
sea, the  last  quarter,  only  four  ;  the  whole  number  of  patients  was 
^ighly-ivio. — Dr.  Flint  has  resigned  his  situation  of  physician  to  the 
House  of  Correction,  in  this  city,  and  Dr.  Wioslow  Lewis,  Jr.  elected 
to  the  office. — A  medical  student  at  Louisville  tired  four  charges,  from 
a  repeating  pistol,  at  a  stage  driver,  fortunately  without  injuring  his  in- 
tended victim. — From  1816  to  1835,  103,189  foundlings  were  received  at 
the  hospital  in  Paris,  out  of  which  number  there  died,  in  the  same  time, 
80,764  ;  one  in  five  were  saved.  Each  child  placed  in  the  country  by 
the  hospital,  costs  the  annual  sum  of  100  francs. — Dr.  D.  Gilbert  has 
been  elected  lecturer  on  anatomy  and  physiology  in  the  Pennsylvania 
College  at  Gettysburg. — Report  says  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
seriously  proposes  to  dispense  with  surgeons  in  the  naval  service  on 
some  of  tike  healthy  staiionsj  on  the  score  of  economy. — In  press,  and 
will  appear  this  month,  with  one  hundred  engravings,  Cutler  on  Ban- 
dages.— One  hundred  and  three  medical  students  were  graduated  at  the 
Tefler^on  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  at  the  close  of  the  late  term. — 
Dr.  Wallace,  surgeon  of  the  Jervis  Street  Hospital,  Dublin,  died  lately 
in  that  city,  of  typhus  fever.  Some  highly  interesting  researches  made 
by  him,  on  the  structure  of  the  negro's  skin,  were  published  a  short  time 
since,  in  the  London  Lancet. — In  the  Military  Hospital  at  Antwerp, 
gronorrhcsa  is  said  to  be  generally  cured  in  three  days,  by  a  daily  injec- 
tion, per  anum,  of  half  an  ounce  of  balsam  of  copaiba,  ten  drops  of  ttnc'- 
^ure  of  opium,  and  six  ounces  of  infusioo  of  althsa. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boeton,  for  the  week  ending  April  14,37.    SUlea,  13— Females,  14. 

Contumption,  4~lung  fever,  3— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  I— canlcer,  1— ehHd-bed,  9->inarasain,  1 
— ^leuriiv,  1 — aceideiilal,  1— erysipelas,  i~«carlei  fever,  J — hydrocephalus,  1 — dropsy  oa  tbe  bswa,  1 
--abscads,  1— feebleness  at  birth,  1— hip  complaint,  1— tumor,  1— stillborn,  3. 


CLASS   BOOK    OF    ANATOMY. 

Tns  third  edition  of  this  useful  guide  for  medical  students,  iu  elementary  anatomy  and  phyaiolflcyp 
by  Dr.  J.  V.  G.  Smith,  may  be  hsB,  ordered  by  mall,  of  the  publisher,  R.  8.  Davis--Joy>s  BailfUJig— 
Mo.  77  Washington  Street.  A18— tf. 

RETREAT  FOR  INVALIDS. 

Thx  profession  is  respectfully  informed  that  Da.  A.  H.  Wildbs  has  purchased  a  large  and  esaveaiMt 
house  In  the  pleasant  town  of  Groion,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carriages,  horses,  saddles,  &c.,to 
the  accommodation  of  nervous  Invalids.  A18— mSoe 

FALLING  OF  THE   WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTEtCOABDOMlNAL  SUPPORT£U  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  wift 
Prolapsus  l/teri,  or  Falling  of  the  fTomfr,  and  other  diseases  depending  noon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  asuu  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  rostaratuw  la 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  "  drtufging  and  »eart«|  down" 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  viscerai  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skSl- 
fitl  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient herselC 
The  Supporter  Is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  thepalient  without  Airtber  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  Uuro-jabdominal  Smpporlera  have  been  applied  wii&tlM 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  Instrument  has  met,  warranU  the  assertion,  thai  iu  ozasatan- 
tion  by  the  phynician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  isgrmiliy- 
Ing  to  iitate  ih'it  it  ba.i  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooper^  of  London,  Edward  Oriafeld 
M.O.,Profess«)r  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  isths 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  wbo  has  bad  a 
practical  knowledge  of  itsqualiiies.  as  well  us  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

riiB  puulic  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  ihis  inatrnment,  as  wcUas 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  I'rnscsea  bear  mj 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  hds  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

AMOS  G.  riULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  iristmments,  all  eidas 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  Ac  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  34  Merchants  Row,  Boetoa. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Thb  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  MedKlae  wad 
Surgery.    A  suiiable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  n^icsl 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  tbe  E^ 
and  Ear  infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  profeasionai  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  tte  iiafili 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIRS,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  ICO. 
Fi-ankLin  Street,  JVov.  9,  1836.  July  19-6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  MJi. 


MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION." 

Thb  subscriber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  scbool  whhbb 
private  e.nablishment  for  the  treatment  nf  Invalids  and  ti>r  surgical  operations.  Fie  bas  pracartd 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  deaaosHUa- 
tions.  His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  impoiuni  cases  as 
occur  in  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  U.  VIAST. 

SpringHeU,  January,  1839.  Jan.  17. 

DR.  LEWIS  requests  those  who  have  books  belonging  to  him,  to  return  them  immediately  ax  kii 
residence,  No.  80  Boylston  Street.  4t— A4 

CAPSULES  OF  COPAIBA. 
M.  A.    MoTHBs,  of  Paris,  has  lately  invented,  and  now  offers  to  tlie  medical  fheulty,  a  OMCiiedsf 
administ  ering  the  Balsam  of  Copaiba  without  taste  or  smell. 

The  pure  balsam  is  enclosed  in  capsules  of  gelatin,  which  completely  colter  its  taste  and  flavor,  se  that 
they  mav  be  swallowed  with  as  much  ease  as  any  nice  confection.  They  each  ooniain  ei^ii— 
grains  ot  the  balsam,  so  that  the  dose  can  be  measured  with  great  ease  ;  Ibey  dissolve  readily  is  thi 
stomach,  and  are  sure  not  to  pass  off  by  the  Intestinal  canal,  as  is  almost  always  tbe  case  srith^ 
aolidifled  copaiba.  These  capsules  are  highly  commended  by  tbe  medical  jcnimalsof  Paris,  aad  M. 
Mothes  has  the  favorable  te<itimonial8  of  Drs.  Segalis,  Rostan,  Ricort,  Desruelies,  Callerier  ;  Barsi 
Alitiert,  MM.  Lisfranc  k.  Marjolin,  who  daily  prescribe  them,  and  wbo,  in  their  lectures,  have  nvea 
the  highest  praise  to  bis  preparation.  They  are  neatly  put  up  in  oval  paper  boxes,  contaiaiacturty- 
six,  and  are  sold  in  Boston  by  the  importer's  agent,  THEODORE  METCALF, 

4t~M28 Apothecary,  .M. 33  TVnssMllsaL 

THB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  everv  Wednesday,  tf 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  ail  commoaicatisBS 
most  be  addressed ,  pott-paid.  1 1  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  oontainlnc  the  veeh^ 
nnmhers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.O.  Editor.— Price  tS,Wa 
fear  in  advance.  1^3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  Che  year.— Aeeots  aiiows4 
every  seventh  copy  ^rstw.—Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  paynMBt  ia  a|l«aase,«ff 

•urtteu,,,  »fc»i«..-po«H,  tb. «».  M  for .  K.W.P.P.,.  GoooTe 
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MERCURY. 

FROM   SIGXOlfD's   LECTURES  ON  THE  MATERIA  MEDICA. 
[CoDiinoed  from  pag«   153.] 

There  is  little  doubt,  that  when  mercury  was  introduced  into  medical 
practice  ointments  and  plasters  were  first  made  use  of,  and  that  its 
internal  exhibition  was  subsequently  recommended.  To  Jacobus  Beren* 
garius,  commonly  called  Carpus,  has  been  generally  ascribed  the  first 
employment  of  mercurial  ointment.  Haller,  however,  says,  <<  Non 
quidem  inventor  unguentorum  mercurialium  sed  laudator."  An  oint- 
ment, compost  of  grease  and  mercury,  was  made  use  of  by  him  very 
largely  at  the  siege  of  Naples,  which  has  been  considered  as  the  point  from 
which  the  syphilitic  diseases  were  disseminated  over  the  whole' of  Europe. 
It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss  the  question  as  to  the  manner  of  the 
origin  of  this  disease,  although  it  is  intimately  blended  with  the  history 
of  the  introduction  of  that  remedy  which  was  so  long  considered  the 
only  one  adapted  for  its  cure,  and  which  has  always  been  written  upon 
by  medical  men  in  unison  with  it.  Whether  the  infection  was  brought 
to  Naples  by  the  followers  of  Columbus  from  the  West  Indies,  or 
whether  it  arose  in  Europe,  is  a  question  which  still  remains  tub  judice. 
Astruc,  who  inquired  with  greater  zeal  into  the  subject  than  any  other 
investigator,  has  adduced  a  variety  of  authorities  and  arguments  to  prove 
that  it  was  an  importation  from  the  New  World.  The  rapidity  with 
which  the  calamity  spread  over  Europe,  on  the  return  of  the  French 
army  from  Naples,  to  which  it  had  marched  in  a  high  slate  of  health 
and  of  discipline,  the  concurrent  testimony,  that  previous  to  that  period 
there  had  been  no  such  disease  so  prevalent  as  to  have  excited  general 
attention,  seem  to  justify  the  assertion,  <<  that  during  the  siege,  the 
provisions  growing  scarce,  the  ladies  of  pleasure  were  turned  out  of  the 
city,  and  then  had  no  other  resource  than  their  enemies'  generosity, 
who,  according  to  their  usual  politeness,  received  them,  and  all  their 
pestilential  favors,  with  open  arms."  Amongst  the  medical  officers 
attached  to  the  army,  and  one  in  whom  the  officers  placed  the  utmost 
reliance,  was  Berengarius  Carpus,  and  he  obtained  the  highest  reputa* 
tion  for  the  cures  he  effected  by  means  of  the  unguentum  Neapolitanuro. 
Dr.  Mead,  who  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  authors  who  wrote  in 
bis  time,  and  who  consulted  the  medical  authorities  now  very  difficult  to 
procure,  and  was  an  admirer  of  the  works  of  Montana,  Fallopius,  and 
Nicbdaus  Masaa^  tells  us,  that  the  prejudices  and  outcries  i^'uisl  mer- 
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cury  arose  from  its  efiects  as  '^  unguents  and  emplastera  ;'^  and  that  tbe 
Arabians,  having  recommended  mercurial  ointments  in  lepra, "  gave  a 
handle  to  the  Italian  physicians  to  try  their  efficacy  in  removing  the 
foulness  of  the  skin  from  a  new  and  terrible  contagion ;  neither  were 
they  sparing  of  their  liniments,  which  they  continued  to  rub  h  for 
twelve,  fiffieen,  nay,  sometimes  for  thirty  days  together."  The  plan  of 
treatment  adopted  by  Berengarius  Carpus,  was  to  obtain,  as  speedily  i9 
possible,  the  admission  of  mercuVy  into  the  system,  by  friction  and  by 
anointing  the  whole  surface  of  the  body.  He  generally  succeeded  io 
overcoming  the  disease  in  the  strong  persons  who  submitted  to  bis  disci- 
pline ;  but  the  weaker  frames  could  not  undergo  it,  and  many  were  left 
in  a  state  of  great  debility,  and  either  fell  victims  to  premature  death,  or 
were  rendered  feeble  for  the  remainder  of  their  existence. 

For  some  time,  therefore,  mercurial  inunction  was  abandoned,  and  t 
mercurial  fumigation  was  substituted.  This  was  effected  by  placing  the 
patient,  naked,  near  a  large  fire,  into  which  was  thrown  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  cinnabar,  or  sulphuret  of  mercury  ;  the  vapor  produced  its  effects 
upon  the  skin,  but  so  many  inconveniences  attended  this  plan,  and  ia 
many  instances  it  was  found  so  prejudicial  to  the  lungs,  that  it  likewise 
fell  into  disuse ;  but  the  mercurial  ointment  again  found  favor  in  the 
eyes  of  some  of  the  faculty  practising  at  JMontpellier,  at  that  time  the 
fashionable  resort  of  the  sick  and  suffering.  Didier  and  Chycoynsu 
obtained  there  a  very  high  reputation,  by  the  employment  of  the 
mercurial  unction,  but  in  a  much  milder  way  than  had  been  previoosly 
adopted.  They  placed,  too,  the  patient  before  the  6re,  in  order  to 
assist  absorption,  and  then  directed  that  a  small  proportion  of  the  oint* 
ment,  now  called  mercbrial,  or  blue  ointment,  should  be  diligently  rubbed 
by  the  individual  himself  between  the  thighs;  this  process  was  repealed 
every  evening  until  salivation  was  produced.  Drs.  Cantwell  and  AstiuCi 
who  had  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  cures,  thus  effected,  travelled 
over  various  parts  of  the  Continent,  recommending  what  they  called  the 
''  M ontpellier  treatment."  It  was  by  them  introduced  into  England,  and  I 
very  speedily  became  the  usual  mode  employed  for  the  cure  of  the 
syphilitic  diseases.  Probably  the  opinion  of  John  Hunter  gave  the 
external  treatment  a  higher  degree  of  character,  fifty  years  ago,  than  it 
at  present  maintains.  He  says,  '^  When  it  can  be  thrown  into  the 
constitution  with  propriety  by  the  external  method,  it  is  preferable  to 
the  internal,  because  the  skin  is  not  nearly  so  essential  to  life  as  the 
stomach,  and  therefore  is  capable,  In  itself,  of  bearing  much  more  thao 
the  stomach  ;  it  also  aflects  the  constitution  much  less.  Many  course 
of  mercury,  which  are  absolutely  necessary,  would  kill  the  patient  it 
taken  by  the  stomach,  proving  hurtful  both  to  the  stomach  and  to  tbe 
intestines,  even  when  given  in  any  form,  and  joined  with  tbe  greatest 
correctors;  on  the  other  hand,  the  way  of  life  will  often  not  allow  it  to 
be  applied  externally." 

It  has  been  thought  that  it  is  not  the  crude  mercury  which  is  absorbed, 
but  that  it  is  only  the  oxide  formed  during  the  trituration  with  the  fatty 
matter,  that  produces  any  effect ;  and  Mr.  Donovan  has,  ip  tbe  "  Anoab 
ef  Philosophy,"  expressed  bis  opinion  that  the  oxide  is  the  only  active 
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ingredient.  Indeed  it  has  been  denied  tbat  mercury,  in  its  fluid  state, 
can  produce  any  effect  whatever,  excepting  by  its  mechanical  action. 
The  death  of  Barton  Booth,  and  of  others,  has  been  ascribed  to  the 
obstruction  produced  by  quantity,  and  instances  have  been  adduced 
where  lai^e  portions  have  been  swallowed  with  impunity.  The  Ara« 
bian  physicians  administered  it  in  introsusceptio  in  very  large  dosea. 
Fallopius  and  Brasavolus  gave  it  in  worms,  and  the  former  author 
states,  that  he  has  known  women,  anxious  for  a  miscarriage,  who  swal« 
lowed  whole  pounds  of  it,  without  finding  any  mischievous  consequence  ; 
and  there  is  a  story  recorded  of  one  of  the  Princes  of  the  House  of 
Brandenburg,  who,  on  the  first  night  of  marriage,  rising  from  the  nuptial- 
couch  to  quench  the  thirst,  occasioned  by  love  and  wipe,  drank  a  large 
quantity  of  fluid  mercury,  but  sufifered  from  his  draught  no  harm.  The 
College  of  Physicians,  at  Berlin,  has  given  a  report  upon  this  subject, 
which  tends  to  prove  that  crude  quicksilver  is  not  poisonous;  but  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Mead  must  not  be  passed  over.  He  says,  "  Eitpe* 
rieoce  has  convinced  us  that  repeated  doses  of  crude  mercury  have,  ia 
some  cases,  even  a  considerable  time  after  they  have  been  taken, 
exerted  their  full  force,  and  thrown  the  body  into  unexpected  disorders. 
I  remember  two  accidents  of  this  kind,  and  one  of  them  proved  fatal, 
in  which,  when  a  small  quantity  had  been  given  for  many  days  together, 
a  violent  salivation  ensued  more  than  two  months  after  the  use  of  it  had 
been  left  off."  He  likewise  tells  us  that  be  saw  a  young  lady  who, 
having  swallowed  about  six  drachms  every  morning,  three  successive 
days,  was  salivated  three  weeks,  "  the  flux  then  ceased,  but  returned 
after  six  months,  and  held  a  month,  and  once  more  came  on,  in  the 
same  manner,  two  months  after ;  the  breath  was,  at  each  time,  strongly 
affected,  as  is  usual  in  mercurial  spittings." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  quicksilver  is  rapidly  absorbed,  and  tbat 
it  is  to  be  found  in  the  fluids  and  in  the  solids,  both  during  life  and  after 
death.  1  remember,  on  one  occasion,  it  was  stated  at  the  Westminster 
Medical  Society,  that  a  lady  who  was  undergoing  a  mercurial  course  by 
inunction  was  obliged  to  have  a  blister  applied  to  the  chest,  and  on 
muking  an  apenure  for  the  espape  of  the  usual  fluid,  a  number  of  glo* 
bules  of  quicksilver  appeared.  In  the  ''German  Ephemerides"  is  a 
staggering  assertion,  that  upon  opening  the  vein  of  an  individual  under- 
going a  mercurial  course,  some  drachms  of  it  flowed  out  with  the  blood* 
Zeller,  who  wrote  a  thesis  detailing  experiments  made  with  mercury 
upon  living  animals,  has  given  several  instances  of  its  appearance  in  tlio 
secretions ;  Schenkius  met  with  a  case  where  a  spoonful  was  vomited 
up  ;  Khodius  remarked  an  instance  of  its  passing  with  the  urine  ;  and 
Hochstetter,  with  the  perspiration.  In  "  Corvisart's  Journal,"  appean 
a  case  related  by  Dr  Jordan,  where  fluid  mercury  was  passed  with  the 
urine  ;  Fourcroy  speaks  of  an  instance  where  a  gilder  had  a  number  of 
pustules  on  the  surface  of  the  body,  and  each  of  them  was  found  to 
contain  a  globule  of  mercury ;  after  death  Mead  saw  in  the  perineum  of 
a  subject  taken  from  the  gallows  for  dissection,  ''  whose  rotten  bones 
discovered  what  disease  had  required  the  use  of  it,  and  that  I  sup- 
pose by  unction,^a  quantity  of  it  without  ariy  marks  of  corrosion  of  the 
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Crt  where  it  was  collected."  tt  is  said  that  no  less  \han  a  poand  has 
en  found  in  the  brain,  and  two  ounces  in  the  skull-cap  of-  a  person 
who  had  been  salivated.  In  the  Lubben  Cabinet  of  Midwifery  there  is 
preserved  a  pelvis  infilteted  with  mercury,  and  taken  from  a  young 
woman  who  had  died  of  syphilis.  Dr.  Christison  has  collected  many 
instances  of  this  kind ;  among  them  is  one  supplied  by  Dr.  Otto,  who, 
on  scraping  the  bories  of  a  man  who  had  labored  under  syphilis,  remarked 
minute  globules  issuing'  from  the  osseous  substance ;  in  some  places 
globules  were  deposited  between  the  bone  and  the  periosteum,  where 
the  latter  had  been  detached  in  the  progress  of  putrefaction,  and  ia 
other  places ;  when  the  bones  were  struck  a  shower  of  fine  globules  fell 
from  them.  I  believe  many  churchyards  of  former  days  will  exhibit 
similar  facts.  It  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  find  the  skull-cap  more 
particularly  the  seat  of  quicksilver,  which  insinuates  its  globules  in  a 
most  extraordinary  way  into  the  texture  of  the  bones.  Experiments 
npon  living  animals  have  been  tried,  which  prove  the  absorption  of  mer- 
cury into  the  system ;  those  of  Dr.  Scbubarth  are  the  most  satisfactory ; 
amongst  these  a  horse  was,  for  twenty-nine  days,  anointed  with  mercunal 
ointment ;  eighty  ounces  were  rubbed  in.  After  fever,  emaciation, 
diarrhosa,  and  salivation,  he  died.  A  quart  of  blood  was  taken  from  the 
jugular  vein  on  the  sixteenth  day,  another  quart  was  procured  from  the 
great  vessels  after  death  ;  in  each  quart  of  blood  a  liquor  was  obtained 
by  destructive  distillation,  in  which  minute  globules  were  visible ;  these 
were  so  very  minute  that  they  account  for  their  having  passed  unob- 
served by  Klaproth,  Bergemann,  Rhades,  Meissner,  and  Scbweigger,  to 
whose  observations  I  must  refer  you. 

Mercury,  improperly  administered,  is  the  source  of  very  considerable 
mischief;  at  the  same  time  we  must  weigh  well  the  difllerent  statements 
that  have  been  made  by  various  authors  of  the  effects  which  it  has 
produced  ;  for,  as  Dr.  Christison  has  very  justly  observed,  if  credit 
were  given  to  all  that  has  been  written,  and  is  still  maintained,  on  this 
subject,  almost  every  disease  in  the  nosology  might  be  enumerated 
among  its  secondary  and  chronic  effects,  for  there  is  hardly  a  disease  of 
common  occurrence  which  has  not  been  imputed,  by  one  author  or 
another,  to  the  direct  or  indirect  operation  of  mercury.  The  adminis- 
tration of  such  doses  as  do  not  affect  the  bowels  may  be  persevered  in 
for  some  time  without  affecting  the  constitution,  more  particularly  when 
in  the  form  of  the  blue  pill ;  and  although  inunction  is  frequently  bene- 
ficial, more  especially  in  correcting  the  biliary  secretion,  it  is  very  apt  to 
derange  the  digestive  organs  if  they  are  at  all  irritable.  It  is  always  of 
very  coi»iderable  importance  to  pay  attention  to  the  state  of  the  weather, 
both  as  to  the  prevalence  of  disease  and  as  to  the  proper  period  at 
which  remedies  are  to  be  administered.  The  older  physicians  laid  par- 
ticular stress  upon  the  influence  of  the  sun  and  moon  upon  human  bodies  ; 
and  Dr.  Mead  has  collected  some  very  curious  Instances  to  prove  the 
influence  of  the  planets.  Modern  science  and  experience  have  shown 
that  although  the  paroxysms  and  periods  of  disease  are  guided  by  f  evolar 
laws,  there  is  no  reason  for  the  belief  that  the  celestial  tK>dies  are  in  any 
>  way  connected  with  them,  but  that  they  are  dependent  on  atmospheric 
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changes ;  we  find,  under  particular  aerial  states,  that  epidemics  are  preva- 
lent, and  that  their  cure  must  vary  according  to  the  changes  that  pro- 
duced them,  and  medicines  will,  under  such  circumstances,  lose  much  of 
their  power,  and  even  be  productive  of  evil  consequences.  During  fine, 
clear  weather,  the  preparations  of  mercury  seldom  affect  the  bowels, 
nor  do  they  produce  that  depression  of  spirits  which  is  so  often  observed 
to  accompany  their  use  during  damp,  nnoist  weather.  This  does  not 
altogether  depend  upon  the  state  of  atmosphere  determining  from  the 
outward  surface  and  preventing  a  free  action  of  the  skin,  because  the 
coldest  weather,  if  it  be  dry,  is  well  adapted  for  its  administration.  It 
seems,  in  some  measure,  to  be  connected  with  the  electricity  of  the 
body.  We  are  well  aware,  if  the  weather  be  damp  and  f(^gy,  that  a 
listless  and  languid  state  is  produced,  whilst  during  dry  weather,  however 
cold  it  may  be,  there  is  a  feeling  of  light-beartedness  and  cheerfulness 
pervading  the  whole  of  the  system.  In  the  first  instance  the  atmosphere 
is  robbing  us  of  our  electricity,  which  it  greedily  absorbs ;  in  the  latter 
case  the  dryness  of  the  air  is  such  that  it  leaves  us  in  possession  of  the 
electricity  which  seems  to  belong  to  us ;  hence  the  buoyancy  of  spirits 
on  the  cold,  frosty  days  of  December  and  January,  and  the  suicidal 
despondency  of  November ;  and  hence  the  elasticity,  the  life,  and  ani- 
mation of  the  Frenchman,  the  sluggish,  heavy  movement  of  the  Dutch- 
man, the  variable  feelings  of  the  Englishman,  one  day  full  of  hope  and 
cheerfulness,  the  next  day  at  war  with  himself  and  the  rest  of  mankind. 
During  moist  states  of  the  weather  mercurial  preparations  should  be 
sparingly  prescribed ;  and  when,  from  the  diseased  state  of  the  system, 
they  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  very  great  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
clothing.  To  every  one  in  damp,  moist  conditions  of  the  atmosphere, 
flannel  is  a  great  comfort,  but  silk  is  the  most  useful  covering  to  the 
body.  It  is  by  far  the  best  friend  and  comforter  that  can  be  applied. 
We  know  that  if  a  silk  handkerchief  be  perfectly  dry,  lightning  the 
most  accumulated  could  not  pass  through  it,  so  decided  a  non-conductor 
is  it ;  hence  -if  worn  next  to  the  skin,  the  air  cannot  absorb  the  elec- 
trk^ity  of  the  human  body.  Silk  waistcoats,  drawers,  and  stockings  of 
the  same  material,  are  of  the  greatest  service  during  the  humid  state  of 
the  winter  months  of  this  country.  The  hypochondriac,  the  nervous, 
will  derive  from  them  more  benefit  than  from  the  roost  active  tonic, 
and  they  will  prove  a  more  invigorating  cordial  than  any  spirituous  drara; 
nor  are  the  effects  transient,  for  a  buoyancy  of  spirits,  and  an  agreeable 
warmth,  are  thus  diffused  over  tbe  whole  frame.  Patients,  therefore, 
during  mercurial  influence  are  much  better  wrapped  in  silk  than  even 
when  confined  to  bed  ;  but  this  latter  precaution  can  more  generally  be 
taken,  and  hence  the  different  preparations  are  always  best  administered 
on  the  invalid  retiring  to  bed,  and  be  should  be  kept  there  until  the 
effects  have  been  produced  ;  this  is  more  especially  the  case  with  calo- 
mel. As  much  mischief  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  proper  precaution, 
as  from  large  doses,  and  the  habit  of  tbe  individual  is  always  to  be  duly 
weighed  and  considered.  Females  of  a  delicate,  nervous,  irritable 
frame,  are  rendered  languid,  peevish,  incapable  of  fulfilling  their  usual 
duties ;  they  feel  chilly,  they  easily  shed  tears,  are  sometimes  almost 
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hysteric ;  and  though  they  have  no  actual  suSering  to  endure,  are  almost 
as  miserable  as  if  they  had  it  to  encounter.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
stout,  rbbust,  plethoric  individual,  v^ho  probably  has  to  bear  very  great 
pain,  from  the  nature  of  his  disease,  seems  quite  insensible  to  any 
unwonted  effect ;  it,  however,  more  generally  acts  upon  such  a  coosci* 
tution  with  a  greater  energy,  and  leaved  behind  it  a  more  decided  state 
of  debility,  if  it  be  persevered  in  for  any  length  of  time,  or  if  it  be 
often  repeated.  The  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  very  little  influ- 
enced by  it,  comparatively  speaking,  from  their  high  mode  of  living,  and 
from  their  being  so  much  habituated  to  the  changes  of  climate  ;  but  the 
foreigner  is  not  so  fortunate,  nor  can  he  bear  a  dose  which,  in  his  native 
air,  he  could  take  with  impunity.  Indeed,  they  have  a  horroc  of  blue 
pill  and  of  calomel ;  and  I  certainly  have  witnessed  their  greater  inca- 
pability of  bearing  it  here  than  in  their  own  climate.  1  have  had  oppor- 
tunities of  comparing  these  points — I  have  seen  the  practice  on  the 
Continent,  and  I  held  the  station  of  physician  to  the  King's  Theatre, 
under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Ebers,  for  three  or  four  years«  and  I 
was  uniformly  struck  with  the  singular  change  that  climate  and  habits  of 
life  produced  upon  the  effects  and  operation  of  medicine.  Those  who 
could  bear  well  full  doses  under  ordinary  circumstances,  could  not  submit 
to  much  smaller  ones  here,  nor  could  they  bear,  in  any  shape  or  form, 
the  administration  of  mercury. 

The  annals  of  practice  in  India  likewise  show  that  doses  of  mercurial 
preparations  are  very  much  influenced  by  a  dry  climate.  Some  very 
highly  intelligent  men  there  have  prescribed  quantities,  and  their  repe- 
titions, which,  in  our  moist  and  uncertain  atmosphere,  would  very 
quickly  injure  the  constitution,  and  leave  it  in  a  state  to  be  acted  upon 
by  every  morbid  exciting  cause  that  might  present  itself.  Whether  all 
this  is  to  be  attributed  to  electric  states  of  individuals,  or  of  the  atmos- 
phere, remains  to  be  explained.  Some  of  the  phenomena  which  are 
observed  demand  further  inquiry  ;  nor  do  I  know  that  they  have  under- 
gone much  investigation.  There  seems  to  be  a  peculiar  state  of  consti- 
tution in  which  the  electric  spark  is  developed,  and  elicited  from  an 
individual,  and  this  when  he  is  in  a  state  of  high  susceptibility,  from 
the  action  of  any  internal  or  external  agent.  Nervous  individuals  exhibit 
luminous  sparks  from  the  hair  when  it  is  combed,  which  are  not  visible 
when  they  are  in  health,  and  this  is  an  indication  of  cerebral  excitement. 
I  once  witnessed  this  in  company  with  a  physician,  in  a  highly  intel- 
lectual lady,  laboring  under  great  nervousness ;  electric  sparks,  of  the 
most  vivid  lustre,  were  elicited  by  combing,  but  they  disappeared  wheo 
health  was  restored. 

Dr.  Pitcairne's  case  of  the  effect  of  atmosphere  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
remarkable  we  have  on  record,  both  in  regard  to  the  disease  and  its 
concomitant  circumstances.  Being  at  a  country  seat  near  Edinburgh,  in 
February,  on  a  fairer  day  than  usual  at  that  season,  and  the  sun  looking 
reddish,  he  was  seized  at  nine  in  the  morning,  the  very  hour  of  the  new 
moon,  with  a  sudden  bleeding  at  the  nose,  after  an  uncommon  faintness; 
and  the  next  day,  on  his  return  to  town,  he  found  that  the  baronieter 
«r«f  lower  at  that  very  hour  than  either  he  (Mr  his  friend,  Dn  Gr^pnr, 
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who  kept  the  journal  of  the  weather,  had.  ever  observed  it,  and  that 
another  friend  of  his,  Mr.  Cockburn,  professor  of  philosophy,  had  died 
suddenly  at  the  same  hour,  by  an  effusion  of  blood  from  the  lungs,  and 
also  Gve  or  six  others  of  his  patients  were  seized  with  different  haemor* 
rhages.  Such  instances  are  of  importance,  and  should  be  inquired  into, 
with  a  view  of  throwing  some  light  on  subjects  which  ought  not  to 
escape  the  most  anxious  investigation. 

[To  be  continued.] 


INTERESTING   AUTOPSY. 

i 

BT   J.   M.   BUSH,   M.D.,   LBXINOTOX,   KT. 

In  the  presence  of  Dr.    Lewis  and   a   number   of  young  gentlemen, 
'  students  of  medicine,  I  made  the  autopsic  dissection  of  a  negro  man 

'  between  Gfty  and  sixty  years  of  age.     I  had  been  acquainted  with  bis 

'  history  for  the  last  twelve  months,  in  relation  to  a  disease  in  his  chest. 

'  I  have  known  him  fall  suddenly  from  the  seat  of  his  master's  carriage 

'  while  driving  along  the  streets  ;  and,  upon  other  occasions,  he  has  fallen 

'  while  passing  about  his  business  in  the  yard.     Although  I  never  did 

'  examine  his  case  with  a  view  of  offering  medical  advice,  yet  upon  two 

or  more  occasions,  I  have  seen  him  suffering  with  a  paroxysm  of  difficult 
and  apparently  suffocating  respiration,  seeming,  indeed,  to  be  enduring 
I  distressing  pain  in  the  chest,  and  complaining  of  a  fullness,  or  a  ball, 

'  rising   quite  up  into   his   throat ;  from   which  he   dreaded  immediate 

>  choking.    His  master,  upon  these  occasions,  would  tell  me  that  he  was  the 

[  subject  frequently  of  hysteric  fits.     And  without  suspecting  more,  I  have 

i  ordered  him  a  salt  and  water  emetic,  which  always,  for  the  moment,  had 

{  a  salutary  influence  in   relieving  the  aggravated  manifestations  in  the 

i  breathing  organs.     As  the  diagnosis  of  bis  physician  was  that  we  should 

find  the  cause  of  his  death  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  especially 
in  the  heart,  our  attention  was  Grsl  directed  to  that  organ.  After  ele- 
vating the  sternum,  the  pericardium  was  opened  and  the  heart  exposed. 
The  quantity  of  liquor  pericardii  was  quite  limited,  perhaps  scarcely  of  the 
usual  amount.  I  do  not  think  it  exceeded  the  measure  of  two  teaspoonfuls. 
The  large  size  of  the  left  ventricle  was  obvious  to  all  present,  and  after  the 
organ  was  cut  from  its  attachments  and  removed  from  the  body,  its 
abnormal  condition  was  more  strikingly  remarked  ;  without  hesitation 
it  was  pronounced  to  be  in  a  diseased  state.  The  right  heart  with  its 
appendages  was  removed,  and  we  were  so  much  convinced  from  the 
unusual  weight  and  firmness  of  the  ventricle,  that  we  said  that  upon  a 
section  its  walls  would  appear  much  beyond  their  usual  thickness,  which 
I  was  made  plain  on  cutting  into  the  cavity.     The   parietes  were  about 

f  twelve  lines  thick  generally,  and  in  some  places  fifteen.     The  ventri- 

I  cular  cavity    was   most  remarkably  contracted.     Diminished    from   its 

I  natural  capacity  at  least  one  half.     The  coronary  arteries  were  some- 

f  what  cartilaginous  in   their  structure.     The  lungs  were   healthy,  with 

I  ^rong  pleuritic  adhesions  on  each  side.     In  the   cavity  of  the  abdo- 

I         '    men  no  diseased  change  was  apparent.    The  stomach  presented  itself 
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distended  t^ith  gas.    But  a  very  interesting  departure  from  the  usud 
arrangement  of  the  small  and  large  bowels,  was  examined  with  much 
curiosity.     While  the  jejunum  and  ileum  occupied  their  usual  portion, 
a  most  beautiful  and  complete  peritoneal  sac  embraced  them,  excluding 
the  duodenum  and  colon.     This  sac  was  constructed  by  reflections  on 
either  side  and  below  from  the  meso-colon,  and  above  it  was  completed 
by  a  prolongation  from  the  upper  root  of  the  mesentery.     Its  thickness 
was  uniform,  and  its  transparency  such  that  the  convolutions    of  the 
intestines  were  most  distinctly  seen  within.     The  omentum  was  sus- 
pended alone  from  the  greater  curvature  of  the  stomach,  displaying 
Itself  extensively,  laterally  and  below.     The  other  singular  depaiture 
that  presented  was  in  the  course  of  the  colon.     The  caecum  was  fixed 
a^  customary  in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  the  colon  continued  the  canal  up 
the  right  lumbar  into  the  right  hypochondriac  region  ;  but  now,  instead 
of  its  transverse  direction  to  construct  the  great  arch,  just  below  the 
stomach,  it  doubled  upon  itself  to  descend,  in  contact  and  on  the  inside 
of  the  ascending  bowel,  to  the  left  iliac  region,  whence  it  departed, 
crossing   in   front   the   ileum.     As   it   entered  the  caecum   it  made  a 
beautiful  incurvation  below  the  small  bowels,  across  the  upper  portion 
of  the  hypogastrium,  its  concavity  looking  upwards;  gaining  the  left 
iliac  region  it  ascended  through  the  corresponding  lumbar  to  the  left 
hypochondriac,  where  a  process  of  peritoneum  fixed  it  to  the  spleeo, 
which  was  unusually  small.     As  in  the  right  side  it  formed  its  dopE- 
cation,  and  descended  again  to  constitute  the  sigmoid  flexure  and  rectnoi. 
This  strange  and  extraordinary  tract  of  the  colon  added  to  the  entire 
length  of  the  bowel  the  distance  of  the  ascending  and  descending  por- 
tions.  ,  The  remaining  viscera  were  all  normal,  in  situ  and  organizatioD. 
The  patient,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Lewis,  gave  ^ch  evident  symptoms 
of  hydrothorax  and  hydrops  pericardii,  as  scarcely  to  admit  of  a  doubt 
in.  his  mind  that  we  should  find  fluid  both  in  the  pleuritic  and  pericar- 
diac sacs.     Those  manifestations,  however,  inducing  the  belief  that  we 
should  see  the  result  of  morbid  actions,  in  those  serous  membranes,  io 
the  form  of  water,  had  greatly  vanished  some  hours  before  death.     And 
in  the  history  of  the  treatment  it  was  said  large  quantities  of  water 

Eassed  away,  both  from  the  bowels  and  kidneys.  Could  the  absorbents 
ave  been  so  inordinately  excited  as  to  have  thrown  oS*,  by  those  chan- 
nels, the  accumulations  that  were  believed  to  exist  in  the  chest  7  There 
are  some  singular  and  striking  cases  on  the  records  of  the  professios, 
not  altogether  dissimilar  to  what  might  be  the  facts  in  the  present  case. 
In  the  second  volume  of  the  Transylvania  Journal,  Professor  Cross  de- 
tails a  most  remarkable  and  interesting  case  of  a  pulsating  tumor  u 
the  female  abdomen,  that  appeared  to  be  a  sac  containing  fluid  ;  and  fay 
active  purging  from  a  dose  of  senna  the  entire  swelling,  with  attending 
inconvenience,  all  disappeared  in  a  very  short  tnoae,  perhaps  io  a  sin^e 
ttight. — Dransylvania  Med.  Jour. 
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LOSS  OF  A   PORTION  OF   THE  BRAIN— RECOVERY,  Ac. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Bo$lon  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
Sir, — At  the   request  of  Professor  Armsby,  of  Albany,  to   whom  1 
related  the  following  case,  which  occurred  in   my   practice,  I  hereby 
transmit  the  same  to  you  for  publication.  Langdon  1.  Marvin. 

Northeillef  Montgomery  Co,,  JV.  F.,  April,  1838. 
John  Wooster,  aged  12  years,  had  his  skull  fractured  behind  the  left 
temple  by  the  kick  of  a  horse,  on  the  evening  of  the  lOlh  of  Sept., 
1835.  I  found  him  an  hour  after  the  accident  in  a  state  of  insensibility. 
His  pulse  were  slow  and  extremely  feeble ;  respiration  was  stertorous, 
and  with  all  the  symptoms  of  a  severe  compression  of  the  brain.  On 
raising  the  detached  portion  of  integuments,  there  issued  about  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  brain  from  the  wound.  Perceiving  that  the  dura  mater 
must  have  been  lacerated  to  some  extent,  and  a  portion  of  the  brain 
broken  down,  and  that  other  formidable  symptoms  were  present,  I  was 
<         about  to  consider  the  case  as  hopeless. 

i  On  visiting  him  the   following  morning,  I  found  him  still  alive,  and 

I  with  much  the  same  symptoms  as  on  the  preceding  evening ;  but  with  no 
I  reaction,  and  without  the  power  of  deglutition.  I  now  proposed  an 
I  operation  as  the  only  hope  in  his  case — and  this  not  a  very  flattering 
I         one — which  was  consented  to  by  his  friends. 

I  Dr.  Maxwell,  of  Johnstown,  twenty  miles  from  this  place,  was  called 

and  performed  the  operation  of  trephining  36  hours  after  the  injury. 
!         Twelve  fractured  and  detached  pieces  of  the  skull,  of  different  sizes, 
I         were  extracted  from  the  wound  with  the  forceps,  and  a  few  pieces  were 
I         elevated,  exposing  a  surface  of  the  dura  mater  as  large  as  a  dollar.     On 
I         the  posterior  part  of  fracture,  directly  under  the  superior  part  of  the 
I         squamous  suture,  a  splinter  of  bone,  half  an  inch  in  width,  was  extracted, 
which  had  pierced  the  dura  mater  and  penetrated  the  substance  of  the 
I         braia   to  the   depth   of  one  inch.     Half  a  tablespoon ful  of  brain    was 
\         removed  from  the  wound  during  the  operation.     As  soon  as  the  de- 
I         pressed  portions  were  removed  or  elevated,  sensibility  be^an  to  return. 
The  symptoms  of  compression  gradually  disappeared,  and  before  he 
was  removed  from  the  table,  he  conversed  rationally,  and  expressed 
,         much  surprise  to  find   himself  in  such  a  situation,  recollecting  nothing 
P         since  be  received  the  injury.     The  integuments  were  drawn  over  the 
f         fissure  and  retained,  and  simple  dressings  applied.  •  A  violent  reaction 
,         set  in,  to  reduce  which,  required  repeated  and  copious  bleedings,  to- 
gether with  cathartics  and  antimonials.     The  wound  healed  kindly,  and 
,         three  weeks  from  the  operation  he  was  able  to  walk  about. 

It  is  now  two  years  since  the  injury,  and  a  distinct  pulsation  may  be 
felt  or  seen  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  original  fracture ;  yet  he  enjoys 
excellent  health,  and  retains  all  his  former  mental  faculties  unimpaired. 


PRICES  OF  MEDICAL  ROOKS,  DRUGS,  Ac, 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boeton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dkar  Sib, — I  take  the  liberty  to  say  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  myself 
and  (at  least)  some  of  my  country  brethren.    Tou  frequently,  through 
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the  medium  of  your  useful  Journal,  call  our  attention  to  the  discoverf 
of  some  new  and  useful  invention  of  instruments,  and  various  apparatus, 
be,  pertaining  to  the  profession  of  surgery  and  medicine,  the  publica- 
tion of  some  new  and  valuable  book  or  books,  or  the  discovery  of  some 
valuable  medicine  which  you  may  think  worthy  of  a  trial. 

All  tWese  things  we  are  glad  to  hear  of;  but,  give  me  leave  to  say, 
we  want  some  further  information — we  want  the  price  of  your  instrur 
ments,  your  apparatus,  your  books,  and  your  medicines,  likewise  the 
place  where  obtained.  This  would  be  of  great  convenience  to  those  of 
us  who  visit  your  city  but  seldom,  and  who  have  not  frequent  oppor- 
tunities to  send  by  a  professional  man.  I  sent,  some  time  since,  for 
Coxe*s  apparatus  for  removing  enlarged  tonsils,  which  I  had  seen  favora- 
bly noticed  in  your  Journal,  and  though  I  sent  by  a  gentleman  well 
acquainted  in  your  city,  still  he  was  unable  to  find  any  such  instruments. 
Hull's  Utero-abdominal  Supporter  is  offered  for  sale,  and  we  know 
where ;  yet  when  our  female  friends  wish  to  know  the  price,  we  are 
wholly  unable  to  tell. 

I  would  respectfully  inquire  if  it  would  not  be  fully  consistent  with  the 
object  of  your  Journal,  and  tend  to  increase  its  usefulness,  to  give, 
monthly  or  quarterly,  the  prices  at  which  some  of  the  articles  of  medi- 
cine are  sold — not  embracing  many,  nor  such  as  we  usually  obtain  io 
the  city  papers — especially  the  nevvly-mentioQed  medicines  and  oibeis, 
such  as  creosote,  iodine,  hydriodate  potass,  morphine,  narcotine,  be. 
be.  So,  also,  of  various  instruments,  be,  may  we  not  occasioDallr 
know  the  price  ?  and  of  medical  books  likewise?  The  price  desirable 
for  us  to  know,  is  not  the  wholesale  price,  but  for  what  sum  we  can 
purchase  a  single  work,  or  instrument,  or  bottle,  package,  or  box  of 
medicine.  Most  respectfully  yours, 

St.  Johnsbury,  Ft,,  March  30,  1838.  Calvin  Jewktt. 


RETENTION   OF  HERNIA    BY   TRUSSES— RADICAL    CURE. 

EXTRACT   FROM    DR.   R.   COATES's   LATE    WORK   ON   ME|)ICi;VB. 

The  truss  and  its  use  in  retaining  the  bowel  in  hernia,  are  too  well 
known  to  require  particular  description.  But  the  proper  construction  of 
trusses  has  been  shamefully  neglected,  until  recently,  by  the  professioo 
—being  thrown  entirely  into  the  hands  of  instrument-makers  and  pre- 
tenders, whose  continual  changes  and  improvements,  so  called,  have 
rendered  it  difficult  to  number  the  modifications.  None  of  the  trusses 
invented  before  1834,  could  be  depended  upon  for  retaining  the  com- 
mon inguinal  hernia  completely  and  permanently.  The  bowel  would 
occasionally  descend,  in  defiance  of  the  care  of  the  patient,  and  the 
truss  itself  beconie  a  source  of  danger  by  its  action  on  the  bowel. 
Humanity  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Heber  Chase,  of  Philadelphia,  Tor  the 
invention  of  a  complete  series  of  instruments  adapted  to  each  variety  of 
hernia,  and  all  the  complications  of  several  varieties  occurring  rn  the 
same  individual ;  which  iostrumenu^  after  they  are  pioperif  adjusted. 
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are  capable  of  retaining  the  bowel  with  absolute  certainty  under  all  the 
exertions  required  even  bj  laborious  professions. 

But  this  is  not  all — it  is  found  that  this  certainty  and  perfection  of 
retention  enables  the  powers  of  nature  to  contract  the  passage,  so  that 
after  the  truss  has  been  worn  from  nine  to  eighteen  months,  the  patient 
generally  6nds  himself  radically  aired.  We  believe  this  result  will 
take  place  in  not  less  than  nine-tenths  of  the  cases  occurring  in  persons 
under  fifty  years  of  age,  and  in  a  fair  proportion  of  cases  in  later  life. 

One  of  the  princ'tpal  operative  surgeons  of  Philadelphia  remarks, 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  strangulated  hernia  has  diminished  aston- 
ishingly since  the  introduction  of  these  instruments. 

Empirics  and  ignorant  inventors  of  trusses  have  the  folly  publicly  to 
advertise  their  instruments  for  the  cure  of  hernia  and  varicocele  ;  and 
we  have  seen  advertisements  of  this  character  seemingly  backed  by  the 
favorable  opinions  of  men  high  in  the  profession.  We  can  scarcely 
believe  these  signatures  to  be  genuine  ;  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  our 
duty  to  caution  those  who  suffer  under  the  disease,  against  the  cupidity 
of  any  one  who  would  sell  such  an  instrument  for  such  a  purpose.  A 
truss  may,  and  often  does,  give  rise  to  varicocele.  We  have  no  patience 
with  the  grossness  of  such  deceptions,  having  witnessed  so  much  and 
such  frequent  suffering  consequent  upon  them.  Instruments  for  the 
treatment  of  hernia  positively  require  to  be  adjusted  and  applied  by  a 
surgeon  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  of  the  parts,  and  who  has  taken 
pains  to  study  the  use  and  construction  of  trusses. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     APRIL    25,     J8.38. 


COATES'S   POPULAR  MEDICINE* 

This  is  a  very  neatly  executed  work,  from  the  prolific  press  of  Gary, 
Lea  &  Blanchard.  The  title  of  the  volume,  perhaps,  would  not  recom- 
mend it  to  the  profession,  who  have  had  just  occasion  to  be  disgusted 
with  treatises  on  domestic  medicine,  medical  advisers,  &c.  ;  but  ema- 
nating from  so  high  a  source,  we  shall  be  much  disappointed  if  this  volume 
does  not  ensure  for  itself  a  careful  perusal  from  the  scientific  practitioner, 
for  which,  we  will  predict,  he  will  be  amply  repaid.  So  far  as  we  can 
allow  ourselves  to  approve  of  epitomes  on  medical  subjects,  we  must 
distinguish  this  volume  as  the  depository  of  a  large  fund  of  anatomical, 
physiological  and  practical  truth.  But  to  families,  traveUers,  members 
of  missionary  stations,  and  all  who  may  be  unable  to  procure  the  services 
of  a  regular  practitioner,  it  is  a  valuable  compendium,  and  for  such  the 
work  was  expressly  designed. 

But  »the  author,  apart  from  this,  had  another  object  to  accomplish, 

*  Popular  Medicine,  or  Family  Advfser ;  eoniitting  of  ontlinet  of  Anittoiny,  Tbyslology,  and 
IvffinnA.  with  surh  othflr  hints  on  the  Practice  of  Phviic.  Surierv.  and  the  Dtseaces  of  Women 


Hygiene,  with  each  other  hints  on  the  Practice  of  Fhyiic,  Surgery,  and  the  Dtseates  of  Women 
auiT Children,  ae  may  prove  uaeful  in  ramilies  when  regular  physicians  cannot  be  procared,frc.  k.e. 
Bf  Beynell  Coatee,  M.O.,  Ite.    FhllMlelphia :  Carey,  Lea  tt  Blaacbard.    8vo.  pp.  014. 
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which  the  enlightened  practitioner  will  deem  desirable,  viz.,  the  eiEteii- 
sion  of  correct  medical  knowledge  beyond  the  limits  of  the  medical 
profession.  We  have  long  considered  this  a  desideratum.  Such  a  pur- 
pose gained,  will  do  more  towards  pulling^  down  the  strong  holds  of 
quackery  and  empiricism,  in  their  thousand  Protean  forms,  than  the  (ast- 
multiplying  prosecutions  and  accumulated  verdicts  of  homicide  can  ever 
accomplish.  A  volume  like  this,  carefully  read,  will  enable  the  public  to 
distinguish  easily  between  the  pretender  and  the  man  who  baa  faithfully 
studied  his  art.  When  public  opinion  is  enlightened,  we  may  invoke  its 
resistless  arm  to  our  aid  in  the  cause  of  science  and  humanitj.  Give  to 
any  patient  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  structure  of  his  system,  or  the 
faintest  idea  of  the  principles  of  the  medical  art,  and  he  will  hesitate 
before  he  entrusts  the  repairing  of  such  delicate  machinery  to  the  hands 
of  the  marvellous-loving  and  wonder-working  quack. 

We  have  time  only  for  a  cursory  notice  of  the  plan  of  the  work.  It  is 
divided  into  two  general  parts,  descriptive  or  theoretical,  and  practical. 
The  first  embraces  a  particular  notice  of  human  general  anatomj,  en- 
livened with  many  physiological  observations — a  view  of  the  principal 
animal  functions,  and  their  aberration  from  heahhy  action — and  a  very 
valuable  chapter  on  hygiene.  Part  second  treats  of  the  symptona  of 
diseases  and  the  most  approved  methods  of  treatment. 
'  We  cannot  close  this  notice,  without  special  commendation  of  many 
portions  from  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  make  extracts.  That  portion  of 
the  chapter  on  hygiene,  treating  of  clothing,  exercise,  and  errors  ia 
female  education,  should  be  faithfully  studied  by  every  conductor  of 
seminaries  for  the  education  of  females  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
The  article  on  spinal  curvatures  we  commend  to  them  as  replete  witb 
valuable  hints  on  physical  education.  The  clearness  and  simplicity  of 
the  style  of  the  work  will  be  admired  by  the  profession,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
eral reader  for  whom  it  is  adapted.     For  sale  by  Little  &  Brown,  Bootoa. 


SCROTAL    ELEPHANTIASIS. 


Reference  has  been  several  times  made  to  thb  great  operation  per- 
formed on  the  Sd  of  October,  1837,  at  New  Orleans,  by  Dr.  Picton,  a 
fearless  and  successful  surgeon  of  that  city,  on  a  negro  by  the  name  of 
Nelson,  fur  scrotal  elephantiasis.  The  tumor  was  of  enornaoas  dimen* 
sions,  weighing,  when  dissected  from  the  unfortunate  subject  of  the  dis- 
ease, filly-three  pounds.  Nelson  remains  perfectly  well  and  in  good 
health.  Mr.  J.  Lion,  a  native  artist,  has  executed  ta'o  remarkably  aea»- 
rate  lithographic  drawings,  illustrative  of  the  appearance  of  NeUoo  be- 
fore and  afler  the  tumor  was  taken  away,  which  represent  the  patieat 
on  his  feet,  and  both  are  as  true  to  nature  as  it  is  possible  to  execute 
anch  productions.  Copies  are  on  sale  at  Ticknor's  bookstore,  Washiaf- 
ton  str4tet,  and  at  Cottons  &  Barnard's,  corner  of  Washington  and  Frank- 
lin streets,  which  are  so  cheap  that  it  is  an  inducement  for  any  one  at  afi 
interested  in  the  progress  of  American  surgery  to  procure  them.  The 
price  of  the  two,  is  $1,50.  They  are  actually  important  references,  ;utl 
therefore  deserve  a  place  in  the  library. 

We  believe  this  is  the  first  operation  of  the  kind  ever  performed  in  the 
United  States.  In  India,  these  terrible  enlargements  are  more  comnioe 
than  in  any  other  country,  and  yet  they  are  always  viewed  with  sutprias 
ereo  there.    In  the  August  namber  of  the  India  Journal  of  Medical  and 
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Physical  Science,  bj  Dr.  Corbyn,  just  received,  two  cases  are  detailed, 
analoi^oQs  in  character,  but  not  quite  so  terrible  in  size  and  aspect,  as 
Dr.  Picton's. 

Phulad  bur  Chapprassee,  of  the  Hindoo  caste,  aged  34,  of  a  corpu- 
lent habit,  had  labored  under  the  disease  for  twelve  years,  and,  there- 
fore, was  an  unpromising  subject.  The  other,  Uttram,  a  Hindoo,  aged 
36,  muscular  and  healthy  otherwise,  recovered.  The  tumor,  in  each, 
weighed  only  about  twenty  pounds.  Each  operation  lasted  eleven 
minutes  :  the  tunica  vaginalis,  in  both  patients,  contained  hydrocele  and 
hydatids.  The  spermatic  cords,  and  procreative  apparatus,  were  pre- 
served in  both,  being  in  good  condition. 

Mr.  £gerton  says  that  the  *^  cause  of  this  unsightly  and  truly  formida* 
ble  disease  is  peculiar,"  and  not  understood.  The  roost  common  com- 
mencement, though  not  the  invariable  one,  is  as  follows.  The  individual 
is  attacked  for  some  days  with  fever,  either  of  the  continued  or  remittent 
form.  Considerable  effusion  at  length  takes  place  into  the  tissue  of  the 
cellular  scrotum,  nature  apparently  selecting  these  parts  instead  of  pro- 
ducing that  congestion  of  *  the  spleen  or  liver  which  is  so  oAen  witnessed 
as  the  issue  of  fevers  in  Bome  countries. 

But  it  is  impossible  to  comprehend  the  aiRrfulness  and  loathsomeness 
of  this  naalady  without  inspecting  an  accurate  drawing  like  those  to 
which  our  surgical  readers  ajre  directed. 


MvertiiemenU  of  Druggists  and  Booksellers,— -A.  gentleman  (a  sub- 
scriber to  the  Journal),  residing  in  Vermont,  has  written  us  a  very  sen- 
sible letter  on  the  subject  of  the  cost  of  things  necessary  in  ike  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery.     He  inclines  to  the  opinion  that  a  sort  of  price 
current,  or  a  specification  of  the  cost  of  different  articles   not  already 
I         well  known  to  the  profession,  would  be  extremely  useful  and  important 
to  country  practitioners.     We  agree  with  him  most  fully,  that  it  would 
^        be  an  excellent  scheme  for  benefiting  the  apothecaries,  who  would  be 
delighted,  beyond  all  manner  of  doubt,  to  have  the  exact  No.  of  their 
shops  pointed  out  periodically,  and  a  formidable  catalogue  of  their  wares 
and  merchandize  advertised  gratuitously.     Much  as  we  wish  to  oblige 
the  profession,  there  are  bounds  beyond  which  we  cannot  pass  —we  can- 
I        not  advertise  for  nothing.     An  advertising  page  is  appropriated  to  book- 
I        sellers  and  druggists ;  if  they  care  not  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advan- 
tages, it  is  no  concern  of  ours.     It  is  a  matter  of  wonder  that  an  indi- 
I         vidual,  anxious  to  dispose  of  an  article,  the  sale  of  which  exclusively 
[         depends  on  the  patronage  of  physicians,  will  prefer  advertising  in  a  coni- 
I        mon  newspaper,  which,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  perhaps,  does  not  number 
I         more  than  one  medical  man  in  three  hundred  of  its  subscribers  ;  when 
by  advertising  in  a  medical  journal,  almost  every  physician  within  three 
hundred  miles  of  him  is  made  acquainted  with  all  the  facts,  and  becomes 
even  familiar  with  the  locality  of  the  very  store  in  which  success  or 
[         ill  success  in  a  great  measure  depends  on  the  influence  of  medical 

practitioners. 

I  Notwithstanding  these  explanations,  and  the  frequent  care  we  have 

I         taken  to  urge  upon  the  class  of  persons  concerned,  the  immense  advan- 

I         tages  accruing  to   them  from  the  simple   plan  of  advertising  in  those 

publications  which   are  sought  for  by  men  on  whom  they  must  rely  for 

thrift  in  trade,  we  feel  under  obligation  to  notice  all  improvements  and 

inventions,  and  the  medical  works  that  may  be  forwarded  for  that  pur- 
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pofle.  The  letter  is  in  this  day's  Journal,  and  is  respectfiilly  re- 
commended to  the  perusal  of  those  who  deal  in  drugs,  mediciney  iofltm- 
ments,  and  medical  books. 


College  Course  of  Anatomical  Lectures, — In  consequence  of  the  ab- 
sence of  th6  professor,  the  lectures  at  Cambridge  will  be  given  the  ensci* 
ing  term,  it  is  understood,  before  the  college  classes,  bj  Dr.  Rejnoldfly 
who  delivered  the  course  at  the  medical  institution  the  past  winter. 


Medical  Festival. — Faneuil  Hall  has  been  granted,  by  the  City  Au- 
thorities, to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  for  its  anniversary  din- 
ner, to  be  given  on  the  ensuing  last  Monday  in  May. 


Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Aew  York. — Part  I.  of  Vol 
IV.  has  been  published  4it  Albany,  and  contains  a  vast  amount  of  local 
information  relative  to  the  Medical  Society,  besides  a  variety  of  uaefid 
matter,  interesting  to  the  profession.  The  annual  address,  by  the  presi- 
dent, filling  thirty  pages,  together  with  Dr.  Gray's  observations  on  Pro- 
lapsus Uteri,  with  reference  to  the  modus  operandi  of  Hull's  Utero-a^ 
dominal  Supporter,  deserve  a  careful  perusal. 


Medical  Meeting. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  physicians  of  Ibo 
County  of  Middlesex,  Ct.  held  at  Haddam,  April  12th,  1838,  the  foUowii^ 
officers  were  elected  for  the  present  year.  Thomas  Miner,  Chairwum ; 
Ira  Hutchinson,  Clerk. 

Thomas  Miner,  Asa  L.  Spaulding,  and  Frederick  W.  Shepherd,  wert 
appointed  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Convention  at  New  Haven,  in  May 
next. 

Dr.  Catlin  made  a  report  of  an  epidemic  smallpox,  about  80  cases  of 
which  disease  appeared  a  year  or  two  since  in  this  county,  in  the  tows 
of  Chester  and  its  vicinity.  This  epidemic  was  generally  in  its  mildeit 
form,  and  but  two  deaths,  from  it,  were  known  to  have  occurred.  Ths 
general  preventive,  and  otherwise  modifying  powers  of  vaccinatioB, 
were  strongly  confirmed. 

Agreeably  to  appointment,  at  the  meeting  previous.  Dr.  Miner,  9d, 
read  a  dissertation  upon  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  brain  asd 
nerves. 

Dr.  Warner  stated  a  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  typhodes,  saccess- 
fully  treated  at  Upper  Middletown  ;  and  Dr.  Shepherd  related  the  his- 
tory of  a  singular  case  of  nervous  affection. 

The  meeting  was  very  pleasant  and  interesting,  and  it  is  pressmed 
instructive  to  all  the  members  present,  indicating  an  improved  and  ele- 
vated state  of  the  profession  in  the  county. 


JVervotis  System. — Rhomberg  considers  that  the  elementary  fibres  of 
the  hypoglossal  nerve  are  the  masticatory  nerves  of  the  tongue  ;  thai 
the  glosso-pharyngeal  serves  to  associate  the  muscular  actions  of  the 
larynx,  pharynx,  velum  palati,  and  tongue  ;  and,  finally,  that  on  the 
chorda  tympani  depend  the  articulatory  motions  of  the  tongue,  and  their 
association  with  the  imitative  movements  of  the  face. 
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SoltvaAm. — M.  Brachet,  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  at  LyoDS,  strongly  re- 
commends the  acetate  of  lead  as  a  remedy  in  cases  of  violent  salivation. 
He  administers  from  two  to  three  grains  twice  a  day,  in  conjunction  with 
small  doses  of  opium,  and  says  that  he  has  employed  this  remedy  with 
success  in  more  than  fiHy  cases. 

Fradurts, — M.  Thierry  lately  submitted  to  the  Royal  Academy  the 
history  of  a  case  of  fracture  of  the  led  arm,  which  had  remained  unre- 
duced, and  without  union,  from  the  26th  of  June,  1836,  to  the  ISth  of 
January,  1837.  A  complete  cure  was  obtained  by  the  method  of  Celsus 
(rubbing  together  the  ends  of  the  bj^nes)  and  the  permanent  starch  ban- 
dage ;  the  latter  was  allowed  to  remain  on  for  seventy  days. — Lancet. 


Creosote  in  Cancer. — Dr.  Friese,  of  Goldapp,  assures  us  that  he  en»- 
ployed  every  kind  of  treatment  in  vain,  until  he  thought  of  applying 
creosote,  in  the  case  of  a  lady  who  was  affected  with  cancerous  ulcera- 
tion of  the  skin  covering  the  calf  of  the  leg.  One  part  of  creosote  in 
three  of  distilled  water  was  applied  over  the  surface  of  the  leg,  which 
quickly  became  white,  and  was  soon  aAerwards  covered  with  a  thin 
eschar.  The  latter  was  detached  on  the  fourth  day,  and  the  sore  was 
covered  with  healthy  granulations.  The  central  part  healed  up  aA^r  the 
third  application  ;  the  edges,  however,  did  not  cicatrise  before  the  lotion 
had  been  applied  seven  times  ;  on  the  last  occasion  equal  parts  of  creo- 
sote and  water  were  used  ;  the  lady  was  thus  perfectly  cured. — Berlin 
Med.  ZeU.y  No.  13,  1837. 

Medical  Miacellany. — An  essay  on  the  antiquity  of  Hindu  medicine, 
by  J.  F.  Royle,  M.D.,  has  been  published  in  England. — A  curious 
work,  entitled  the  *'  Age  of  the  Earth,  Geologically  and  Historically 
considered,"  has  also  been  published. — The  mortality  of  Charleston,  S. 
C,  in  1837,  was  630.  The  population  is  30,289 — giving  one  in  48  as 
the  proportion  of  deaths. — A  fatal  case  of  hydrophobia  has  occurred  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  person  of  a  little  girl,  who  died  in  about  a  fortnight 
afler  being  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog. — A  Graham  boarding  school,  for 
young  ladies,  has  been  opened  at  Lynn,  Mass. — The  barque  Sackville, 
an  English  vessel,  lying  at  Sierra  Leone,  in  the  month  of  February,  lost 
her  entire  crew,  from  the  captain  to  the  cabin  boy.  Out  of  an  entire 
new  crew,  seven  died  before  the  barque  leA  port. — A  famine  had  become 
very  distressing  in  Egypt  at  the  last  date,  December  11th. — A  social 
meeting  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association  met  at  Dr.  Z.  B.  Adams's, 
Pearl  street,  on  Thursday  evening  last. — Dr.  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.  has 
been  appointed  physician  of  the  Boston  Jail. — A  child  is  reported  to 
have  died  at  Leicester,  Pa.,  in  consequence  of  taking  less  than  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  Godfrey's  Cordial — a  preparation  of  opium. — An  Irishman 
has  just  arrived  at  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibition,  who  is 
s^ven  feet  six  inches  tall. — ^A  negro  was  accidentally  drowned,  in  Wash- 
ington city,  who  had  reached  the  great  age  of  one  hundred  and  fiAeea 
years. — Dr.  M'Naughton,  of  Albany,  is  president  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York. — A  description  of  theacarus  scabiei,  represent- 
ed by  three  drawings,  has  been  published  in  one  of  the  London  medical 
periodicals.  It  agrees,  in  the  main,  with  that  by  Dr.  Gordon,  in  one  of 
the  numbers  of  this  Journal. — The  bill  in  favor  of  the  Thomsonian  system 
of  medicine  has  been  again  defeated  in  the  Maryland  Legislatures- 
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Dr.  Hooter,  recently  tried  for  high  Creasoa  at  Toronto,  has  been  aeqait- 
ted.— The  smallpox  dow  exists  at  West  Cambridge,  near  Boston. 

.  To  CoRaE8POMD£^T9. — All  ioterestiDg  communication  from  Bangor,  on  Ner 
vous  Diseases,  and  also  Dr.  F.'s  valuable  reports  of  anomalous  cases,  from  Vir- 
ginia, are  reserved  for  next  week. 

Whole  number  of  dealhs  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  April  91,35.    JMiile»,  H^Feif.aic*  ti. 

CoQsumption,  7— tumor,  1— dropsy  iu  the  head,  9— teething,  1— fitf,  3— Inflammation  of  the  iaa^ 
1— lung  fever,  S— pteurUy  fever,  1 — burn,  1— delirium  tiemene,  1— drowned,  a~-marmsiDO«,  3— dii- 
eftse  of  ehe  brain,  X— measles,  l-~eroap,  1— paralytic,  1 — asthma,  l~sudden,  1— rash,  1 — eUlllKicn,S. 


SARLANDIERE'S   ANATOMY. 
'  BriTSMATiSBD  ArtATOvr,  or  HuMi^rr  Oaa&ifooa&ie|ir,  In  synoptical  UMos,  With    iibvmim 

tor  th»  UM  of  University  FaculLie«,  and  Schools  orMedicine  and  Surgery.  Academies  of _ 

Sculpture,  and  the  Royal  Colleges.  By  the  Cubt.  J.  Saklavdibke,  DM.  Translated  ft^m  tht 
French  by  W.  O.  KoberU,  M.D. 

A  few  copies  of  the  above  for  sale  at  Tlcknor*s,  corner  of  Washington  and  School  MneMm^ml  cm 
half  the  original  subscription  price. 

''  *  MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Ttf  B  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  oonvenleatrsiB 
his  been  prviviiied  for  this  purpose,  whirb  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  hm 
acce4<<  lo  an  extHnnive  meilicdi  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquiremenl  ef  t 
thorough  medical  edacalion. 

<>pl»jrturiities  will  be  offnred  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  (««DispcaHi7 
districts,  etiibracing  Wards  1,3  and  3,  and  in  casts  which  will  he  treated  at  the  room  duUff. 
iQHruntion  will  be  given  by  cliuical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinatiana  at  leeai  twice  a  vsifc- 
au.Ht:ient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

Porruriher  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  etieet,«a 
th«  subscribers.  EPUEAIM  BUCK«  HJDl 

ABA  B.  SNOW,  M.I>. 
*^.  WALTEB  L.£ACfl.aJk 
Boston,  Jtmgutt  9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  MJ)- 

JOSEPH  JdORJAnTT.HJl. 

CLA8S   BOOK    OF    ANATOMY.      ^ 

Thb  third  edition  of  this  useful  guide  for  medical  shidents,  iu  elementary  anatomy  and  plualuap, 
by  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  ^mlth,  tazy  be  had,  ordered  by  mail,  of  the  publisher,  E.  8.  Davi«-ljoy>8  BaiMiat- 
No.  77  Woshlngton  Street.  A18— tf.  ^ 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subaeribers  ate  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  iBstmcte* 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  he  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachnsetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  i«e^ 
clinical  lecrures  on  the  cases  they  witnes.^  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  ezamlnaUoas,  viB  k 
given  in  the  lutervais  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  CnASftw^ 
On  Physiology,  Paihnlogy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  .     «<      d^,  Wabx. 

'   On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -  .....  cc      Oau  Otiu 

On  Anatomy, -  "       l>n.  Lswis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  In  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  Cn  a  Isr^ 
library.  Lights  nnd  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  ojHIortuuities  for  acquiring  a  knowledfc  of  Ajsk 
my  are  not  Inflsrior  to  any  In  the  country. 

The  fee!*  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  secarhy  of  tcss 
pf  raon  ia  Btistcm,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  Bei 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNiXG. 

•     JOHN  WARE, 

Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW   LEWIS,  it. 

DR.  LEWIS  requests  those  who  have  books  belonging  to  him,  to  return  them  ImaAedlately  at fei> 
residence,  No.  60  Boylston  Street.  4t— A4 

RETREAT   FOR  INVALIDS. 

Trb  profession  IsrespectAilly  informed  that  Da.  A.  H.  Wildbr  has  purchased  a  large  and  conmltBt 
house  In  the  pleasant  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carriages,  horaea,  saddles,  ac^iv 
he  accommodation  of  nervous  invalids.  A18— mfioa 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  k? 
P.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklln  Street,  to  wiiom  all  communiratisM 
must  be  addressed, po«e-pai<i.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parti«,  each  Part  concalninn  the  weekly, 
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NEW  OPERATION  FOR  THE   CURE   OF  PROLAPSUS  UTERI. 

FROM  DR.  MARSHALL  HALL's  LECTURES. 

Another  application  of  the  principles  of  inflammatioD  to  the  cure  of  a 
distressing  malady,  was  proposed  by  myself,  and  successfully  made  by 
Dr.  Heming.  The  object  was  to  cure  prolapnu  uteri.  It  occurred  to 
me  that  this  might  be  accomplished  by  diminishing  the  calibre  of  the 
vagina,  so  that  the  uterus  might  be  supported  in  its  place  at  its  upper 
part.  The  vagina,  being  lined  by  mucous  membrane,  could  not  be 
readily  excited  to  contract  adhesions  with  itself;  I  proposed,  thereforei 
to  remove  one  or  two  slips  of  that  membrane,  and  draw  the  opposite 
edges  into  contact  by  suture ;  adhesion  would  take  place,  the  canal 
would  be  6rmly  contracted,  and  the  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  prevented. 
All  this  was  effectually  accomplished  in  one  case,  the  details  of  which  I 
published  some  time  ago.  Several  years  afterwards,  the  case  was 
examined  by  Mr.  Vincent ;  the  uterus  was  still  retained  in  its  proper 
position.  Recently  this  operation  has  been  successfully  repeated  by 
M.  Velpeau  and  M.  Berard,  Jun.  In  the  young,  1  would  propose 
that  the  slip  of  mucous  membrane  removed  from  the  highest  part  of 
the  vagina  be  broader  than  that  removed  from  below. 

The  object,  in  this  operation,  is  to  contract  the  vagina.  It  is  accom- 
plished by  changing  a  mucous  surface,  opposed  to  adhesive  inflam- 
mation, into  a  surface  of  another  character,  on  which  this  form  of  inflam- 
mation is  readily  excited. 

The  6rst  case  of  this  operation  was  published  so  long  ago  as  1831. 
The  subject  of  the  case  was  a  poor  woman,  whose  bread  depended 
upon  the  labor  of  her  hands.  Her  sufferings,  from  the  prolapsed  state 
of  the  uterus,  were  often  extreme,  and  she  was  frequently  disabled  from 
engaging  in  her  various  occupations. 

For  several  years  there  had  been  complete  prolapsus  of  the  uterus ; 
to  this  were  also  conjcMned  a  partial  'descent  of  tiie  bladder  at  the  ante- 
rior, and  of  the  rectum,  formed  into  a  pouch,  at  the  posterioc  part  of  this 
prolapsus.  The  os  uteri  protruded  at  least  two  inches  beyond  the  os 
externum. 

It  occurred  to  me  that,  if  the  canal  of  the  vagina  could  be  con- 
siderably, permanently,  and  firmly  reduced  in  its  diameter,  the  uterus 
would  be  supported  in  its  place,  and  prevented  from  resuming  its  pro- 
lapsed situation ;  and  that  tbb  might  be  done  by  removing  a  portion  of 
its  mucous  membrane  along  the  anterior  part,  and  by  bringing  and  re- 
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iaiDiog  the  denuded  suriaces  in  contact,  hy  successive  deep  sutures,  until 
they  siiould  unite  by  cicafrix. 

This  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Hetning.  The  uterus  being 
protruded  as  much  as  possible  by  the  efforts  of  the  patient,  two  parallel 
incisions  were  made  through  the  mucous  membrane,  from  the  sides  of 
the  OS  uteri,  along  the  course  of  the  protruded  vagina,  to  the  os  exter- 
num ;  the  portion  of  this  membrane  situated  between  these  incisions, 
was  then  removed,  leaving  a  space  of  one  inch  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
and  of  the  entire  length  of  the  vagina,  completely  denuded.  A  suture 
was  then  inserted  near  the  os  uteri.  This  suture  being  tightened,  the 
OS  uteri  was  obviously  pushed  upwards.  A  second,  a  third,  and  other 
ligatures,  were  then  inserted  in  the  same  manner,  at  short  intervals,  to 
the  OS  externum  ;  each  ligature,  on  being  tightened,  moving  and  sup- 
porting the  OS  uteri  upwards. 

This  operation  was  attended  with  little  pain ;  the  only  sensitive  pons 
of  the  membrane  being  those  near  the  os  uteri  and  os  externum. 

The  patient  was  directed  to  keep  quiet  in  bed.  The  bowels  hd 
been  opened.  An  opiate  was  given.  No  pain  or  fever  followed.  Ii 
four  or  6ve  weeks  the  denuded  parts  had  6rmly  united,  and,  sbortlj 
afterwards,  the  ligatures  came  away. 

On  examination,  six,  eig!)t,  and  ten  weeks  after  the  operation,  theos 
'uteri  could  be  just  felt,  in  situ,  by  the  6nger  passed  through  the  vagina; 
the  vagina  was  firmly  contracted  along  its  whole  course. 

The  prolapsus  of  the  uterus  was  thus  completely  remedied.  Ik 
descent  of  the  pouch  pf  the  rectum  was  lessened. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  case  was  treated,  is  illustrated  bjt 
fact  detailed  to  me  by  Dr.  Holland,  of  Queen  street,  May-Fair.  A 
pessary,  introduced  in  a  young  person  to  support  the  uterus,  subject  to 
be  completely  prolapsed,  induced  great  inflammation.  This  was  fal- 
lowed by  such  firm  contraction  of  the  vagina  that  the  uterus  ever  after- 
wards remained  in  its  proper  situation. 

This  subject  has  recently  occupied  the  attention  of  the  surgeons  it 
Paris,  and  several  notices  have  appeared  in  the  reports  of  the  fm- 
ceedings  of  the  Academic  Royale  de  M^decine,  and  in  the  Parisa 
journals,  relative  to  it.  I  think  an  account  of  these  discussions  caDOOl 
fail  to  interest  the  members  of  our  profession  in  England. 

The  first  of  these  notices,  of  which  I  shall  give  an  account,  is  that  of 
two  communications  made  to  the  Academic  on  the  11th  August,  one  bf 
M.  Velpeau,  the  other  by  M.  B^rard,  Jun. 

"  M.  Velpeau  communicated  the  case  of  a  woman,  about  fifty  yean  of 

~  age,  who  had  for  a  long  time  been  aflccted  with  prolapsus  uteri.     Tbeie 

was  also  cystocele,  pushing  the  uterus  backwards.     An  operation  wtf 

{performed  according  to  the  plan  of  MM.  Marshall  Hall,  Heoiing,  and 
reland,  though  with  the  following  modifications:     In  order  to  efibcti 
'considerable  tightening,  three  shreds  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  tte 
vagina  were  removed,  one  anterior,  the  other  two  lateral,  banning  at 
the  OS  externum ;  each  of  these  shreds  was  ten  lines  in  breadth,  ai^ 
*  two  inches  and  a  half  in  length.     A  difficulty  is  usually  found,  ate 
removing  the  shreds,  in  making  the  siHture.     M.  Velpeau  took  the  pie- 
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caution  to  6x  the  thread  previously.    The  operation  was  not  attended 

,     with  any  untoward  event ;  the  b«inofrhage  and  pain  were  very  siighti 

,     and  cicatrtzation  ensued  fay  the  6r8t  intention.     Some  colic  pains,  aristeg 

,     froin  the  retention  of  some  ftecal  matter,  were  subdued  by  laxative 

medicines.    The   patient  was  cured  two  months  ago,  and  the  cure 

I     piDmises  to  be  permanent*    The  operation  is  at  once  free  from  pain 

or  inconvf niencoy  and  appears  most  effectual. 

<*  M.  Maingault  objected,  that,  in  the  case  of  young  women  likely 

'    to  become  mothers,  this  operation  would  involve  seiious  inconveniences. 

'<  M.  Velpeau  observed^  that  this  objection  might  appear  well  founded 

at  first  sight,  but  that  there  were  facts  to  show  that  cicatrices  of  the 

vagina  may  yield  sufficiently,  during  laborSi  to  admit  of  the  passage  of 

the  fcstus. 

.        M.  Berard,  Jun.  related  the  case  of  a  woman,  in  which  he  performed 

the  same  operation  with   entire  success.     Out  of  three  instances  in 

I    which  he  had  himself  been  the  operator,  two  persons  were  completely 

cured. 
'        <<  Since  that  day  M.  Berard  has  repeated  tke  same  operation.    He 
'    proposes  to  designate  it  by  the  term  ^  Elytrorapfaie.' " 

To  this  brief  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Acaderoie,  I  beg  to 
I  add  that  of  a  clinical  lecture  by  M.  Velpeau,  published  by  Dr.  Dufresse, 
'    in  the  '<  Journal  Hebdomadaire,''  for  August  the  29th,  torn.  3,  No. 

36,  p.  275  .%- 
'  <*  There  came  under  my  care  (says  the  professor^  a  woman,  agad  98, 
of  dark  complexion,  and  tvell  formed,  affected  witn  prolapsus  4iteri  to 
I  such  a  degree  that  this  organ  projected  through  the  os  externum.  The 
f  cervix  was  neither  inflamed  nor  ulcerated.  ,  The  patient  experienced  no 
r    pain,  and  she  could  reduce  the  tumor  herself. 

**  This  afl^ion  is  rather  an  infirmity  than  a  disease.  It  may,  bow- 
ever,  become  a  source  of  serious  disease,  in  consequence  of  the  drag* 
ging  which  is  produced  by  it  on  the  parts  contained  within  the  pelvis.  It 
may  also  be  the  cause  of  peritonitis,  inflammation  of  the  celluhr  mem- 
brane of  the  pelvis,  and,  consequently,  of  abscess ;  and  the  intesthtes 
Riay  be  drawn  into  the  ad  dt  sac  which  is  thus  formed.  It  may  also  be 
tbe  cause  of  strangulated  hernia ;  and,  lastly,  of  ukeration  of  the  neck 
of  the  uterus. 

*^  The  surgical  means  which  have  been  hitherto  applied  are  only 
palliative.  They  consist  of  pessaries,  by  tbe  use  of  which  the  patient 
is  subjected  to  numerous  accidents.  There  is  considerable  variety  in 
tbe  form  of  these  pessaries ;  some  are  oval,  others  elliptical,  or  '  en 
^mblette.'  They  are  with  difficulty  retained  in  their  proper  situation, 
and  are  ill  calculated  to  support  the  uterus.  They  imbed  themselves 
deeply  in  the  parietes  of  tbe  vagina,  and  produce  inflammation,  in  coO'- 
sequence  of  which  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  withdraw  them.  Otherf 
have  the  form  of  a  ^  bilboquet.'  It  has  a  stem,  which  projects  out  of 
tbe  vagina,  and  produces  much  inconvenience  when  the  patient  sit9 
down.  This  is  often  broken,  and  then  the  cup  remains  in  the  vagina, 
where  it  becomes  covered  with  a  calcareous  conccetion.  Pessaries  have 
also  been  known  to  perforate  the  recto-vaginal  septum,  and  the  sores 
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thus  produced  to  become  6stulous.     There  are,  besides,   <  pessaries 
elytroides.'     These  are  with  difficulty  kept  io  the  vagina. 

"  The  insufficiency,  then,  of  these  means,  and  the  inconvenieoces 
which  follow  their  application,  justify  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to 
obtain  a  radical  cure ;  which  has  been  effected  in  some  cases. 

'^  There  is  one  principle  only,  but  this  is  effected  in  various  ways.  It 
has  been  founded  upon  that  which  is  adopted  for  the  cure  of  prolapsus 
ani.  This  consists  in  contracting  the  oriBce  of  the  anus  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent.  Hey  was  the  first  to  adopt  it  in  England,  but  M.  Ehipay- 
tren,  in  France,  described  it  with  much  more  accuracy,  and  ought  justly 
to  be  considered  as  the  first  who  gave  rules  for  its  performance.  Thus 
from  the  success  obtained  in  cases  of  prolapsus  ani,  it  has  led  to  a  belief 
that  the  same  benefit  might  be  expected  in  cases  of  prolapsus  uteri,  by 
contracting  the  vagina. 

<<  The  first  idea  of  this  operation  is  due  to  M.  Girardin,  who  descnbed 
it  in  a  memoir  which  he  presented  to  the  Soci^t^  de  Medecine  de  Meis, 
or  de  Nancy.  He  proposed  to  contract  the  vagina,  and  if  necessaiy 
even  completely  to  obliterate  it  in  women  in  whom  the  catamenia  had 
ceased.  He  found  many  opponents  to  his  ideas,  which  were  rejected. 
The  manuscript  remains  unpublished,  the  journal  of  the  Society  hatiog 
given  only  an  analysis  of  it,  which  I  have  now  before  me. 

^^  These  ideas  have  since  been  renewed,  reduced  to  rules,  and  adopted 
with  success.  M.  Dieffenbach,  of  Berlin,  has  employed  this  metboi 
In  1831  many  of  our  young  surgeons  went  into  Poland,  and  they  addressed 
letters  to  the  '  Gazette  Medicale,'  in  which  they  gave  an  accooot  of 
many  cases  of  procidentia  uteri,  in  which  there  bad  been  performed  u 
operation  similar  to  that  adopted  by  M.  Dupuytren  for  the  cure  of  pio* 
lapsus  ani. 

''  Two  years  ago  M.  Langier  tried  to  cure  a  case  of  prolapsus  uteii, 
which  came  under  his  care,  by  contracting  the  vagina.  I  believe  tUs 
case  has  not  been  published. 

"  M.  Tanchon  was  acquainted  with  this  method,  but  kept  it  a  secret; 
he  has  published  nothiuj;  upon  it ;  he  has  only  put  in  his  claim  agaioS 
that  of  the  English  surgeons,  who  wish  to  consider  the  priority  in  la- 
ference  to  this  operation,  as  due  to  themselves. 

<<  M.  Dieffenbach  is  contented  with  removing  the  folds  of  the 
near  the  inferior  orifice. 

<<  M.  Langier  cauterized  a  broad  strip  of  the  mucous  membrane 
the  nitrate  of  mercury. 

"  MM.  Marshall  Hall,  Heming,  and  Ireland,  in  England,  have  per- 
formed the  operation  with  complete  success.  Their  method  oonsisis  m 
removing  an  elliptical  shred  of  the  mucous  membrane  from  the  iotenal 
surface  of  the  vagina,  an  inch  in  breadth,  and  several  inches  in  leo^tL 
The  wound  is  then  united  by  the  interrupted  suture.  In  some  esses 
two  such  shreds  have  been  removed,  one  from  the  left,  and  the  other 
from  the  right  side. 

"  In  the  case  which  I  have  described,  the  catamenia  had  subsided  far 
a  long  time.     The  uterus  projected  two  inches  externally ;  the 
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were  not  bypertrophied,  nor  bad  they  undergone  any  oiber  alteration  of 
sCructure. 

''The  plan  which  we  propose  is  as  follows:  First,  to  remove  the 
anterior  column  of  the  vagina,  from  the  inferior  part  to  the  superioTi 
before  reducing  the  prolapsus ;  then  to  reduce  it,  and  remove  from  the 
lateral  parts  of  the  vagina,  both  right  and  left,  and  along  the  whole 
length  of  this  canal,  a  band  of  the  mucous  membrane ;  and,  lastly,  to 
unite  the  anterior  wound  by  the  interrupted  suture. 

''  In  our  opinion  it  is  much  better,  when  the  procidentia  is  not  very 
considerable,  to  insert  the  sutures  before  removing  the  anterior  shred  of 
mucous  membrane,  so  that  the  threads  may  be  situated  about  a  line 
from  the  edges  of  the  wound.  We  advise  this  to  be  done,  in  conse- 
quence of  the. pain  causing  the  parts  to  contract,  when  the  excision  is 
made  before  the  sutures  are  inserted ;  and,  in  many  cases,  when  this 
happens,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  insert  them.  In  the  dissection  of 
the  anterior  shred  considerable  caution  is  necessary  lest  the  vesico- vagi- 
nal septum  be  completely  cut  through. 

''  The  woman  who  forms  the  subject  of  this  communication,  expo- 
rienced  no  inconvenience  ;  and  some  days  since  she  walked  in  the  wards 
of  the  hospital,  and  in  the  gardens,  without  the  least  tendency  to  a 
return  of  the  prolapsus.  We  may  now,  therefore,  calculate  upon  almost 
certain  success  by  an  operation." 

W4iat  I  have  to  add  is  a  little  amusing.  It  seems  M.  Girardin  has 
written  to  the  Academic  to  remind  its  members  that  in  1822  he  had 
proposed  to  cure  prolapsus  uteri.  It  is  added  that  M.  Girardin  "  a 
voulu  par  cette  communication  assurer  k  I'operation  son  origine  et  main- 
tainer  a  la  chirurgie  Fran^aise  (!)  la  priority  de  I'invention,  sinon  de 
son  execution." 

It  seems  that  the  profession  in  France  remained  steady  in  their  oppo- 
sition to  this  measure,  and  that  M.  Girardin  slept  upon  his  mere  propo- 
sition. 1  do  not  imagine,  therefore,  that  either  will  gain  much  by  any 
attempt  to  deprive  me  and  Dr.  Heming  of  whatever  merit  there  may 
be  in  haying  both  devised  and  executed  this  simple,  this  painless,  almost 
bloodless,  yet  important  operation.  To  compare  our  operation  to  that  of 
Hey,  or  that  of  Dupuytren,  for  prolapsus  ani ;  or  to  those  of  M.  Dief- 
fenbach,  and  M.  Langier,  for  prolapsus  uteri,  neither  of  which  could 
succeed,  is  equally  futile.  As  to  M.  Tanchon,  who  could  keep  his  mode 
of  proceeding  secret,  he  does  not  deserve  a  moment's  notice. 

Without  attaching  too  much  importance  to  it,  I  cannot  but  regard  this 
operation  as  a  valuable  addition  to  our  curative  means.  Prolapsus  uteri 
is  frequently  a  great  calamity.  The  naode  of  cure  proposed  is  at  once 
effectual,  and  free  from  either  pain  or  danger,  if  properly  performed. 


NERVOUS   DISEASES. 

[Gommanicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sargical  Joornal.] 

Brodie,  in  his  late  work  on  nervous  affections,  has  conferred  a  lastiK 
benefit  on  medical  science,  by  the  free  and  practical  manner  in  wbjcQ 
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bt  treats  of  these  aooroalous  diseases.  There  are  few  ptactitionefs  who 
do  not  occasionally  meet  with  cases  which  they  are  unable  to  plaee 
ooder  any  Doeoiogical  class,  by  reason  of  their  ever-changiDg  symp- 
toms ;  and  authors,  in  general,  are  so  anxious  to  limit  diseases  by 
certain  de6niiions,  that  the  inexperienced  are  liable  to  suffer  per- 
plexity and  doubt,  in  their  intercourse  with  them.  For  when  we  con- 
sider the  extensiveness  of  the  nervous  system,  the  complete  circle  and 
endless  radii  of  its  sympathies,  the  proneness  and  liatMikj  of  hs 
actions  to  be  deranged  by  every  moral  and  physical  agent,  as  well  as 
the  general  character  of  its  functions  to  be  modified  by  every  grade  of 
temperament  and  idiosyncrasy,  we  shall  be  led  to  the  conciasion  that  it 
k  as  impossible  to  define  its  morbid  actions  by  any  ciassiGcatioa  of 
symptoms,  as  it  would  be  to  arrange,  in  musical  oixler,  the  coafused 
sound  of  a  thousand  strings,  when  struck  by  the  unequal  blasts  of  a 
kuiricane. 

It  is  only  those  physicians  who  have  had  the  care  of  cases  similar  to 
the  following,  that  can  rightly  appreciate  the  value  of  such  a  urotk  ts 
Sir  B.  Brodie's  '^  Lectures,  illustrative  of  certain  local  Nervous  De- 
eases,"  or  feel  sufficiently  grateful  to  Professor  Dunglison,  for  makiog 
it  so  generally  known  by  republishing  it  in  bis  excellent  *<  Medicii 
Library*" 

Miss  S.  E.  B.,  a  respectable  young  lady,  formerly  of  tbis  city,  of 
about  20  years  of  age,  of  fair  and  flortd  complexion,  and  possessing  a 
amiable  disposition,  has  been  suffering  under  a  singular  nervous  malidr 
fer  upwards  of  four  years.  The  symptoms  have  been  so  various  ad 
unusual,  that  they  have  baffled  the  skill  of  medical  geotleanen,  in  tN§ 
city  as  well  as  in  Boston,  to  discover  either  their  patholc^ical  relamy 
or  cure  ;  and  my  memory  recalls  them  before  me,  at  this  time,  io  sodb 
contradictory  groups  as  almost  to  defy  a  description.  1  will,  bowesff, 
attempt  to  give  a  general  outline  in  the  order  of  their  occorrence  ;  ari 
will  afterwards  point  out,  more  particularly,  the  most  promioeot  aod 
anomalous  of  tbeio,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  physiological  condiciaD  of 
some  of  the  organs,  and  their  unusual  relation  to  different  articles  of  tht 
maieria  medica. 

After  aA  attack  of  sudden  suppression  of  the  oirtamenial  disobarp^ 
by  exposofe  to  cold,  while  in  a  boarding  school,  she  first  became » 
invalid.  The  symptoms  which  then  began  to  afibct  her,  were  gtsoie 
irritability,  and  a  variety  of  other  symptoms  usually  attendant  on  \xA' 
testioo.  This  state  of  things  continued  for  neariy  a  year,  wbeo  ^ 
lad  an  attack  of  hematemesis.  She  sooo  afterwards  became  subjeec  » 
a  peculiar  kind  of  cough,  a  gpasmodic  bark,  accompanied  with  severs 
dyspnoea.  At  this  time  her  form  began  to  enlarge,  and  continued  aod 
she  had  the  appearance  of  a  person  in  the  last  stage  of  pregnancy. 
Within  two  years  from  the  commencement  of  her  disease,  she  became 
subject  to  a  paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs,  which  continued,  until  within  a 
few  months,  more  or  less  to  affect  her ;  and  ever  since  her  first  seiaore, 
she  has  been  subject  to  violent  fits  of  vomiting,  which  have  coostaotfy 
tfCe^rnated  with  the  paimonic  affi)Ction. 

itt  tbd  wimef  of  1886,  one  of  those  htttxks  of  tfomoOk  rtidOfg 
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i      and  vomiting  continued  to  harass  her  for  seven  weeks,  during  which, 
time  she  was  incapable  of  retaining  a  single  spoonful  of  nutriment  in 
her  stomach ;  and  she  had  not,  as  long  as  the  vomiting  lasted,  one 
I     fecal  discbarge.     Although  her  whole  source  of  nourishment  was  de- 
rived from  the  daily  exhibition  of  one  or  two  enematae,  yet  she  retained 
a  health-like  countenance,  a  cheerful  mind,  and  a  persevering  confidence 
that  she  should  get  well.     For  three  weeks,  during  this  severe  attack, 
her  vomiting  was  constant,  night  and  day,  until  the  nervous  and  muscu- 
I     lar  systems  became  completely  exhausted;  and  then  she  would  remain 
I     in  a  comatose  state  for  a  few  minutes,  when  the  peculiar  vomiting 
I     would  be  resumed.     After  the  attack  of  vomiting  began  to  subside, 
I     symptoms  of  spasmodic  croup  made  their  appearance  ;  atid  frequently 
,     her  friends  supposed  she  had  breathed  her  last,  from  the  length  of  time 
I     that  transpired   between  each  respiration.     One  of  the  most  peculiar 

phenomena,  was  the  vacillating  state  of  her  symptoms,  between  t(ie    , 

y     pulmonary  and  digestive  organs;  and  if  it  was  possible  for  the  relaxa- 

I    tion  of  the  diaphragm  to  be  an  active  agent,  we  might  consider  the 

^     dyspnoea  and  vomiting  to  be  occasioned  by  its  disturbed  function.     Al- 

L     though  her  stomach  ejected,  almost   immediately>  for   weeks,  every 

;    article  of  food  that  was  taken,  yet  she  had  no  biliary  discharge*     Her 

skin  remained  perfectly  free  from  any  bilious  tinge  whatever,  although 

.    the  alvine  discbarges  were  completely  suspended ;  the  urine,  likewisei 

was  extremely  scanty  and  light  colored,  and  the  cutaneous, excretories 

'    were  equally  as  inactive.     Tliis  will  be  considered,  by  many,  as  a  proof 

of  Professor  N.  Chapman's  peculiar  views  respectiqg  the  pathology  of 

'    jaundice,  i.  e.,  that  the  yellowness  of  the  skin,  kc,  depei^d  on  a  mor- 

[    bid  state  of  the  capillary  system,  rather  than  on  a  suspension  of  biliary 

'    secretion,  or  from  absorption  of  bile  already  secreted.     Vide  Am.  Jour. 

^    Med.  Scien.,  Vol.  L,  p.  65. 

^  The  absence  of  organic  disease  seemed  to  receive  support  from  the 
'  fact,  that  there  was  not  a  single  function  of  the  body  that  was  not  per- 
^  formed,  during  one  period  or  other  of  her  complaint,  with  a  healthy 
'  regularity ;  but  the  governing  influence  of  that  circle  of  well-balanced 
'  sympathies,  which  secures  to  the  general  organic  system  a  unison^  ap- 
.  peered  to  have  lost  its  controlling  power,  and  to  have  left  each  organ, 
ooeasiooally,  to  assume  to  itself  the  whole  of  the  nervous  excitabilitv^ 
which  ought  to  be  equally  distributed  and  expended  by  the  whole 
system. 

But  the  most  singular  feature  of  this  extraordinary  case,  and  the  one 
which  principelly  induces  the  writer  to  consider  it  worthy  of  publicatiop^ 
18  the  astonishing  insensibility  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  as  we)I  as 
the  cutaneous  Absorbents,  to  the  impression  of  a  variety  of  powerful 
i^nts.  At  one  time  the  ''  black  drop  "  was  given  every  two  hours,  in 
Seaspoonful  doses,  until  she  swallowed  3ij*i  without  producing  sleep !  and 
a  grs.  V.  pill  of  ext.  stramon.,  as  well  as  t^elladon.,  was  given  every 
hour,  ibr  two  days  and  nights  in  succession,  without  even  ^fleeting  thp 
pupils  in  ftoy  perceptible  degree  ;  although  there  could  be  no  doubt  qf 
the  genuioeness  of  the  preparations,  a3  thay  had  been  used,  in  usm^l 
dotea,  in  oihor  eases,  w^tb  decided  effect,    ri^ftrco^cf  were  pof  tb?  <H^f 
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class  of  medicines  that  proved  inactive ;  for  at  times,  the  ordinarilj 
most  drastic  purgatives  and  powerful  emetics  were  likewise  as  inet 
fectual.  A  number  of  very  active  articles  were  given  per  «w,  and 
were  retained  in  the  bowels  for  hours  without  producing  the  ieist 
uneasiness;  among  the  number,  we  recollect  ordering  injections  of  to- 
bacco, and  a  decoction  of  the  same  was  even  swallowed  in  repeated 
tablespoonful  doses,  without  occasioning  even  nausea.  The  applicaiin 
of  many  of  the  most  powerful  preparations,  such  as  morphine,  strjeb- 
nine,  emetine,  kc,  on  blistered  surfaces,  was  often  attended  with  tbe 
same  want  of  influence.  But  this  insensibility,  after  continuio;  tvoor 
three  weeks,  was  generally  succeeded  by  a  different  state  of  thingi 
The  organs,  that  formerly  were  so  torpid,  became  morbidly  excitabte, 
in  an  inverse  degree  to  their  former  insensibility  ;  and  then,  again,  lib 
the  fabulous  stone  of  Sysiphus,  their  energies  began  to  fall,  as  soon  as  (b^ 
reached  the  summit  of  their  morbid  exaltation  ;  and  the  extent  of  tbdt 
subsequent  descent,  was  always  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  their 
previous  elevation. 

The  real  nature  of  her  enlargement  has  been  as  difficuh  to  detenniflt 
as  any  symptom  connected  with  h6r  case.  The  impression  product 
by  its  Jeel,  is  neither  that  of  ascites,  enlargement  of  any  one  or^,  vi 
tumor  m  generis;  neither  has  it  the  elastic  feeling  of  tympaaitisjil' 
though  there  are  more  reasons  to  consider  it  confined  air,  than  anjodKr 
body.  The  action  of  emetics  and  hydragogues  has,  in  some  ios» 
ces,  reduced  it,  while  in  others  it  has  not  lessened  her  size  ia  tff 
degree. 

Her  lameness  has  been  confined,  principally,  to  one  of  the  b* 
limbs;  although  the  other,  as  well  as  the  upper  ones,  has  not ji^ 
always  subject  to  volition.  The  lameness  has  ail  the  characteristics  a 
real  paralysis,  excepting  wasting,  which  usually  attends  its  coniinoin^ 
The  temperature  of  the  limbs  has  been  always  below  ibe  vm 
standard,  and  their  animal  sensibility  has  been  much  lessened;  soM 
numbness  continued,  for  a  long  time,  to  be  one  of  the  most  troublesoit 
symptoms. 

About  a  year  ago,  she  expressed  a  wish  "  to  try  "  the  Thsm>^ 
jnode  of  treatment ;  which  her  medical  attendant  acceded  to,  wj 
confident,  from  the  slight  effect  which  the  most  powerful  articles  of  J| 
materia  medica  had  on  her  system,  there  would  be  little  danger  ofji^ 
being  injured  by  any  of  their  nostrums;  considering,  likewise,  tbats«C8 
diseases  have  frequently  yielded  to  the  moral  influences  of  *^"5^ 
in  a  new  and  novel  mode  of  treatment ;  and  likewise  that  a  rfw^"*^ 
course  wotrid  be  the  only  one  which  could  succeed  in  breaking  «P* 
circle  of  diseased  nervous  affect^ions  which  seemed  to  have  compW 
usurped  the  place  of  the  normal  functions.  We  were,  therelbre.^ 
duced  to  yield  a  willing  assent  to  the  empiric  trial.  Tberesmt^ 
been  rather  beneficial ;  for  although  during  the  year  her  sitoatiofl  •* 
been  vacillating  between  the  two  extremes  of  her  complaint,  yet,  or 
the  whole,  her  symptoms  are  much  mitigated,  and  a  few  ^'^^^^^ 
enjoyed  a  better  state  of  health  than  she  has  for  the  last  ^^J^ 
but  whether  the  improvement  depends  upon  the  treatment  sbeba^** 
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dergone,  or  the  changeable  character  of  the  disease,  #  further  time  can 
only  determine. 

In  giving  a  history  of  this  anomalous  case,  it  is  impossible  to  gife  a 
correct  account  of  all  the  different  characters  it  assumed,  or  diseases  it 
simulated,  throughout  its  course ;  but  we  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  that 
there  are  but  few  symptoms  belonging  to  the  long  catalogue  of  diseases, 
which  have  not  afflicted  the  patient,  in  one  stage  or  other  of  her  com- 
plaint. As  might  be  expected,  the  opinions  given  by  her  medical 
friends,  as  well  as  the  treatment  prescribed,  have  varied  according  to  the 
diflferent  phases  which  this  protean  disease  has  put  on.  But  little  doubt 
remains  that  it  belongs  to  one  of  those  extraordinary  species  of  hysteria 
that  Sir  B.  Brodie  has  so  often  met  with  ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that 
so  extensive  a  practitioner,  and  so  able  a  writer,  should  not  have  dis- 
covered a  cure,  or  even  suggested  some  plausible  mode  of  treatment, 
that  would  tend  to  expunge  it  from  that  long  list  of  iiicurables  which 
are  significantly  but  unjustly  denominated  the  opprobno  medicorum. 

Bangor,  Me.  April  14,  1838.  D.  McR. 


CASE  OF   OVARIAN  DROPSY. 

[Communicated  for  the  BoBton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Two  months  previous  to  the  birth  of  the  patient,  J.  B.,  her  mother  had 
the  smallpox,  for  the  second  time,  and  of  the  confluent  sort :  her  body, 
at  he»  birth,  presented  the  appearance  of  one  who  had  gone  regularly 
through  that  disorder.  The  circumstances  were  considered  extraordi- 
nary at  the  time,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  many  physicians,  and 
are  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  Middlesex  Medical  Society.  Dr. 
Isaac  Hurd,  of  Concord,  was  her  mother's  physician. 

Between  her  first  and  third  year,  J.  B.  had  a  long  illness,  from  which 
her  recovery  was  considered  almost  niiraculous  :  in  childhood  she  had  a 
large  swelling  in  the  groin,  which  was  called  a  rupture  ;  but  she  wore 
DO  truss  or  anything  of  that  sort,  and  the  swelling,  it  is  believed,  disap. 
peared  before  she  grew  up.  She  was  rarely  gay  and  happy,  like  other 
children  ;  but  would  often  cry  for  hours,  alone  by  herself,  without  any 
apparent  cause. 

At  about  sixteen  she  was  in  better  health,  flesh,  and  spirits,  than  at 
any  period  of  her  life,  but  soon  after  that  time  she  began  to  be  troubled 
with  abscesses  under  her  arms,  most  painful,  tedious,  and  difficult  to 
cure,  often  continuing  for  montlis.  During  the  eight  following  years 
she  was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Chaplin,  of  Cambridgeport.  She  not 
only  had  these  abscesses  every  winter,  but  during  those  years  was  almost 
constantly  afflicted  with  a  hard  cough  ;  once  had  hemorrhage  from  the 
lungs,  and  was  visited  by  old  Dr.  Warren  ;  once  had  a  violent  brain 
fever,  and  once  a  lung  fever.  The  whole  array  of  painful  remedies 
were,  one  after  another,  called  forth  to  her  relief— setons,  issues,  blisters, 
the  knife,  the  lancet,  and  many  of  the  most  powerful  agents  in  the 
materia  medica.  It  is  supposed  that  Dr.  Chaplin  considered  her  system 
so  insensible  to  the  action  of  medicines  as  to  call  for  the  employment  of 
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the  most  actife  ai«i  violent:  certain  it  is  that  she  todc  almost  everything 
but  laudanum,  without  any  considerable  effect,  though  five  drops  of  that 
preparation  have  produced  every  symptom  of  death. 

From  1822  her  health  gradually  improved,  though  she  was  still  sub- 
ject to  cough  and  pain  in  the  side,  and  to  glandular  swellings,  ooe  of 
which  last  was  cut  out,  at  her  earnest  desire,  by  Dr.  Z.  B.  Adaais,  ia 
18*23  or  4.  She  went  to  reside  in  Boston  to  teach  a  school,  and  while 
there,  from  some  exposure  to  the  weather,  she  took  cold  and  was  seised 
with  erysipelas  in  her  bead,  which  was  very  severe.  She  was  carried 
home  as  soon  as  possible,  and  after  a  few  weeks  recovered  so  as  to  be 
able  to  return  to  Boston  for  a  short  tirne^  but  returned  to  her  home,  and 
for  some  months  was  troubled  with  rheumatism  in  the  head,  and  a  tu- 
mor which  appeared  somewhat  like  polypus  and  occasioned  her  much 
suffering.  In.  the  winter  of  1825-6  she  went  to  Baltimore  to  reside, 
where  the  mild  climate  seemed  to  renovate  her  constitution,  and  she 
enjoyed  tolerable  heahh  for  four  or  five  following  years.  After  that  she 
«  had  catarrh,  fever,  and  lung  fever :  she  had  continued  to  suffer  from  the 
'  tumor,  which  Dr.  N.  R.  Smith  twice  operated  upon,  and  removed. 

In  the  spring  of  1831  she  had  a  violent  Jung   fever,  from  which   she 
'recovered  sufficiently  to  come  to  New  England  in  June,  and  spend  there 
the  remainder  of  the  summer.     She  enjoyed  tolerable  health  from  thai 
time  till  Janut^ry,  1833.     She  was  then  very  ill  with  infiammatioo  of 
the  bowels.     She  was  cupped  and  blistered ;  warm  poultices  were  used, 
and  the  bowels,  which  were  hard  and  swollen,  were  rubbed  with  whis- 
key and  sweet  oil.    After  about  a  fortnight  her  health  seemed  impioviiif 
and  her  strength   increased,  though    her   bowels   remained    hard    and 
swollen.     She  continued  to  gain  strength,  though  a  confirmed   dropsy 
had  supervened.     In  the  fall  of  1833  she  was  much  increased  in  size, 
though  able  to  ride  out  and  to  walk  about  the  house  :  she   bad  beeo 
tapped  two  or  three  times  with  very  little  success.     During  the  aotomn 
fof  '33)  her  limbs  swelled  more  and  more,  and  after  September  she 
oid  not  go  below  stairs.     Dr.  Buckler  once  pricked  one  of  her  limfai 
with  a  needle,  from  the  knee  to  the  ankle,  with  the  hope  of  relieriag 
the  distension    by  discharging  the  water.     The   relief,  however,  was 
slight  and  transient%     He  also  tapped  her  once  or  twice,  but  was  unable 
to  draw  more  than  a  pint  of  water  from  two  simultaneous  openings. 
Some  hydatids  were  drawn  out  by  the  instrument.     She  was  never 
tapped  after  the  operation  of  Dr.  B. 

About  November,  a  black  spot  appeared  on  one  of  her  ancles,  which 
rapidly  spread,  and  in  a  short  time  both  limbs  became  ulcerated,  and  so 
painful  that  by  January  she  was  unable  to  lie  down  on  aocount  of  the 
extreme  soreness  and  pain,  and  equally  unable  to  walk  or  stand.  For 
eighteen  following  months  she  never  left  her  chair,  except  when  ska 
aitetnpted  to  lie  down  on  the  hydrostatic  bed,  which,  however,  afibrded 
her  no  relief,  and  she  abandoned  it  after  one  or  two  painful  oriah. 
During  the  winter  of  1834  she  often  had  severe  cough  and  disordeied 
bowels,  but  the  pain  in  her  limbs  was  so  severe  that  si^e  took,  ior  weeks 
together,  from  four  to  eight  teaspoonfuls  of  laudanum  eveiy  night,  m 
else  a  preparation  of  morphine,  winch  she  mueh  preferred.    In  Mwcb, 
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of  tfaat  year,  she  was  suddenly  seieed  with  diarrhoea  and  sickness  at 
the  stomach,  with  great  prostration  of  strength,  and  in  two  days  her 
limbs,  which  had  been  of  the  size  of  a  very  large  man's,  shrunk  away 
to  almost  the  mere  bone  from  the  hips  downward :  the  discharge  from 
them  entirely  ceased.  The  hard,  black  skin,  which  appeared  to  be  thick, 
like  sole-leatlier,  stood  out  from  the  bone  like  a  man's  boot,  and  was  as 
dry  and  stiff,  just  hanging  by  a  loose  puckered  skin  from  the  knee.  At 
this  time  her  strenj^th  failed  so  that  she  was  necessarily  placed  on  the 
bed,  and  she  was,  (or  the  future,  able  to  lie  down  every  night. 

She  gradually  recovered  from  this  singular  state.  Again  her  limbs 
swelled  and  discharged  as  before,  but  she  did  not  suffer  so  much  from 
them  till  the  winter,  oor  bad  she  occask)n  to  use  so  much  laudanum. 
The  dressing  of  her  ulcers  was  changed,  from  litharge  ointment  (which 
had  been  used  for  two  years),  to  an  ointment  composed  of  beeswax  and 
lard,  which  answered  quite  as  well.  She  had  been  unable  to  bear  the 
weight  and  pressure  of  poultices. 

She  continued  in  much  the  same  state,  being  better  in  the  warm 
weather,  till  the  latter  part  of  June,  1836,  when  she  sailed  for  Boston. 
She  was  carried  through  this  formidable  undertaking  with  much  less  suA 
fering  than  could  have  been  anticipated,' as  she  had  not  been  able  for  ' 
months  to  bear  her  own  weight  a  moment,  or  move  herself  from  one 
spot  to  another.  Every  accommodation  which  the  wisdom  and  expe- 
rience of  many  friends  could  suggest,  or  their  kindness  supply,  was 
furnished  her,  and  a  gracious  Providence  granted  her  a  safe,  though 
tedious,  passage  of  ten  days,  during  which  no  accident  occurred,  save 
that  she  was  thrown  out  of  her  cot  by  the  sudden  lurching  of  the  vessel 
in  a  high  wind  at  midnight :  the  curtains  and  bed-clothing  broke  her 
fall,  and  she  escaped  with  only  a  few  bruises  and  scratches,  which 
healed  more  favorably  than  could  have  been  expected.  The  fatigue 
and  the  excitement  of  reaching  home  made  her  more  ill  for  a  few  days, 
but  she  suffered  no  material  injury  from  the  removal. 

The  following  autumn  and  winter  she  seemed  much  as  she  had 
during  the  preceding  season,  except  that  she  did  not,  perhaps,  suffer  so 
much ;  still  she  was  obliged  to  take  laudanum,  and  6nally  the  black 
drop,  of  which  she  took,  for  some  months,  from  two  to  three  teaspoon- 
fuls  a  day.  In  June,  1837,  she  had  a  turn  precisely  similar  to  that  in 
1834 ;  she  was  suddenly  prostrated,  again  her  limbs  shrunk  and  dried, 
and  she  was  again  obliged  to  lie  upon  her  bed.  Never  afterwards  was 
it  possible  for  her  to  sit  in  a  chair,  as  formerly,  though  she  could  still  sit 
up  in  the  bed  two  or  three  times  a  day.  From  this  condition  she  was 
raised  to  comparative  strength  by  the  use  of  black  drop,  brandy,  and 
other  stimulants.  In  August  ('37)  she  was,  with  great  difficulty,  placed 
in  a  chair  and  secured,  so  that  she  could  be  carried  from  one  house  to 
another.  This  removal  seemed,  for  a  while,  to  render  her  better  and 
happier ;  still,  however,  her  sufferings  increased,  especially  from  sore 
mouth,  which  made  it  very  difficult  for  her  to  eat.  Finally,  she  lost  all 
appetite.  She  was  occasionally  troubled  with  shortness  of  breath,  to 
a  dreadful  degree.  At  last,  two  or  three  days  before  her  death,  there 
appeared  to  be  an  evident  sinking,  universal  distress  and  Testlesaotsai 
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great  difficulty  of  breathing,  particularly  on  attempting  to  lie  down  or 
change  her  position.  All  this  increased  till,  on  Saturday  moraiiigy  she 
sank  softly  away,  and  breathed  her  last  without  a  struggle. 

Notes  of  the  Autopsy. 

Body  generally  emaciated  ;  legs  permanently  flexed  on  the  thighs ; 
abdomen  enormously  distended ;  superficial  veins  of  chest  and  abdo- 
men remarkably  distinct,  presenting  an  endless  mesh  of  dark  lioes. 
On  measuring  the  abdomen,  the  vertical  outline  of  the  protuberant  part 
was  found  to  be  (from  the  crest  of  the  pubes  to  the  ensiform  canihige) 
two  feet,  five  inches  ;  and  the  whole  circumference  of  the  body  (the  line 
being  carried  around  at  the  level  of  the  umbilicus)  four  feet,  four  inches. 
An  incision  havinc;  been  made  into  the  left  side  of  the  abdorainal  pa- 
rietes,  twenty-four  pounds  of  clear-looking  serum  were  evacuated.  Oo 
opening  the  abdomen,  an  enormous  congeries  of  cysts  protruded,  not 
adherent  in  any  point  to  the  walls  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  attached 
only  to  the  left  ovary  or  Fallopian  tube  by  a  narrow  band,  which  was 
ruptured  in  removing  the  mass.  One  of  the  cysts  occupied  completely 
the  lower  cavity  of  the  pelvis  below  the  brim,  compressing  the  rectum. 
The  intestines,  liver,  and  stomach,  were  thrust  up,  with  the  diaphragm, 
thus  diminishing,  materially,  the  cavity  of  the  thorax.  The  whole  tu- 
mor was  turned  out  without  rupturing  any  of  the  sacs,  and  weighed, 
with  its  contents,  fifty-four  pounds  (the  sacs  themselves,  after  evacuaiiog 
the  fluid,  weighing  eleven  pounds),  so  that  there  were  sixiy-seveo 
pounds  of  serous  fluid  within  the  walls  of  the  abdomen.  The  fibrous 
coat  of  the  liver  and  spleen  presented  large  patches,  white,  indurated, 
and  thickened  :  the  other  organs  presented  no  traces  of  disease. 

The  right  lung  was  condensed  as  if  from  compression,  and  at  its  apex 
was  a  small  cavity  filled  with  softened  tuberculous  matter,  the  whole 
upper  lobe  being  in  a  state  of  tuberculous  degeneration,  with  some  era* 
taceous  deposit  at  the  very  summit.     Left  lung  healthy. 

The  pleurae  each  contained  fluid  to  the  amount  of  four  ounces,  aod 
on  both  sides  there  were  extensive  adhesions. 

Heart  perfectly  healthy. 

Brain  not  examined. 

On  examining  the  tumor  it  was  found  to  be  made  up  of  many  disuoct 
cysts ;  some  with  thin,  transparent  walls,  others  with  walls  thick,  and 
of  almost  cartilaginous  hardness:  to  these  Utter  were  attached  large 
masses  of  scirrhous  substance.  One  of  the  cysts  was  lined  with  a  yd- 
lowish,  pasty  secretion,  and  contained  a  quantity  of  calcareous  matter, 
▼ery  friable. 

This  form  of  disease  has  been  admirably  described  by  Dr.  Hodgkio, 
of  London,  in  a  paper  on  '<  Adventitious  Formations,"  published  ia 
the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions;  and  also  by  Dr.  Seymour,  in  his 
Lectures  on  Ovarian  Tumors,  printed  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
London  Medical  Gazette. 
Apnl  26,  1838. 

[The  above  case,  though,  by  request,  without  signature,  is  fnom  a 
responsible  source. — Ed.] 
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BOSTON,    MAY    2,    J838. 


DR.   M'NAUGHTON  ON   HOMCEOPATHY. 

In  the  Transactions  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  the  first 
article  is  an  address  by  Jamos  M'Naughton,  M.D.,  the  president,  which 
is  a  sort  of  compendium  of  the  different  systems  of  medicine  which  have 
been  in  repute,  from  one  age  to  another,  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates. 
He  has  minutely  considered  the  last,  and',  to  our  humble  apprehension, 
the  most  useless  of  the  whole  series,  and  his  dissertation  commends  itself 
to  the  reader.  In  a  word,  the  author  makes  it  as  plain  as  the  stars  in 
the  firmament,  that  homceopathy  is  not  deserving  the  consideration  of  an 
intelligent  man.  For  example,  the  treatment  of  acute  diseases,  though 
familiar,  perhaps,  as  taught  by  the  admirers  of  Hahnemannism,  is  a 
tolerable  specimen  of  the  whole  plan  of  management  in  all  maladies; — a 
little  variation  in  the  mode  of  approaching  the  patient,  is  just  about  as 
well  as  varying  the  remedies. 

^'  In  acute  diseases  the  remedies  'are  not  exhibited,  in  general,  more 
than  once  or  twice  in  twenty-four  hours,  the  interval  depending  upon  the 
duration  of  their  respective  effects.  In  chronic  diseases,  again,  they 
are  not  given  oftener  than  once  a  week,  fortnight  or  month — sometimes 
only  once  in  two  months.  The  millionth,  or  ten-millionth  part  of  a  grain 
once  in  two  months,  and  that  given  in  sugar,  is  certainly  a  very  gentle 
mode  of  treating  a  disease  ;  and  if  experience  should  prove  it  to  be  a9 
successful  as  the  Allopathic  method,  it  is  certainly  entitled  to  the  pre- 
ference. One  would  suppose  that  such  small  doses  could  not  exert  any 
influence  on  the  vital  actions.  The  most  virulent  poisons  known  to  us 
can  be  taken  in  doses  a  hundred  times  larger  than  the  doses  of  the  Ho<* 
moeopathic  medicines,  with  impunity.  Making,  therefore,  all  due  al- 
lowances for  the  influence  of  friction  in  imparting  new  properties,  no- 
thing short  of  the  most  unquestionable  experience  could  induce  us  to 
believe,  that  the  remedies  of  the  new  school  would  do  either  harm 
or  good. 

'^  The  fundamental  principle  of  curing  diseases  by  remedies  which 
aggravate,  for  a  time,  the  symptoms,  is  not  calculated  to  make  a  favora* 
ble  impression  on  physicians  brought  up  in  the  Allopathic  schools,  even 
if  the  doses  of  the  appropriate  remedies  seemed  sufficiently  large  to 
produce  a  decided  impression  on  the  system.  But  the  principle  of  ac- 
tion, and  the  infinitessimal  size  of  the  doses  prescribed,  have  together 
contributed  to  prevent  physicians  from  paying  any  attention  to  the  new 
science.  Generally  speaking,  they  have  at  once  pronounced  the  whole 
subject  absurd,  a  delusion,  or  a  gross  imposition  upon  public  credulity.'* 

However,  although  the  utter  uselessnessof  this  system  is  admitted,  and 
all  classes  of  thinking  persons  look  upon  it  with  supreme  contempt, 
several  professed  Homoeopathic  practitioners  are  thriving  grandly  in  the 
large  cities.  They  seem  to  fill  an  important  niche,  which  neither  na- 
tural-bonesetters,  pill-makers,  or  venders  of  patent  medicines,  generally, 
could  reach.  People  were  not  so  fully  and  completely  imposed  upon  as 
they  like  to  be,  till  the  arrival  of  these  last,  but  least  injurious  adven* 
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tarers,  on  the  American  Continent.    Perhapt,  howerer,  it  is  taking  as 
unjustifiable  liberty  to  pronounce  them  harmeiSj  since  Dr.  M'Naaghtoa 

assures  us  that — 

''  Several  of  the  most  intelligent  disciples  of  Hahnemann,  as  Hart- 
mann,  Rummel,  and  Gueyrard,  recommend  Allopathic  or  aotipalbic 
remedies  where  the  Homoeopathic  are  inapplicable  or  insufficient.  1  have 
myself  seen  several  instances  in  which  much  injury  resulted  from  trust- 
ing exclusively  to  HomcBopathic  remedies.  In  one  instance  I  have  seen 
the  sight  of  an  eye  almost  entirely  lost,  with  a  deep  ulcer  on  the  cornea, 
while  the  Homoeopathist  paid  no  attention  to  the  local  afTectioni  but  for 
weeks  continued  to  give  internal  remedies,  to  get  at  what  he  considered 
the  root  of  the  evil.  But  the  eradication  of  the  evil  would  have  come 
rather  too  late,  if  the  humors  of  the  eye  were  in  the  meantime  allowed 
to  escape." 

Usually,  the  effect  of  warning  the  people  against  impositions  where 
health  is  concerned,  is  to  awaken  curiosity,  and,  finally,  if  a  sympathy 
happens  to  be  excited  for  what  is  commonly  called  a  persecuted  man,  not 
only  is  the  individual  personally  and  speedily  benefited,  but  the  whole 
community  assists  in  making  hjs  fortune  at  the  expense  of  its  vitality. 

We  wish  it  were  proper  to  circulate  occasional  medical  tracts,  of  a 
popular  character,  through  the  country,  afler  the  manner  of  the  tem- 
perance associations.  The  efiects  would  be  lastingly  beneficial,  and 
under  such  circumstances  Dr.  M 'Naughton's  discourse  would  be  read 
with  universal  satisfaction  and  profit. 


JVeti^  Fori;  Medical  Prize  Fund, — By  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  County  of  New  York,  embracing  the  city,  twenty  dollars 
are  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  prise  fund  of  the  State  Society.  Sixty  dol- 
lars, as  a  donation,  were  also  received  the  past  winter  from  the  interior 
counties,  towards  the  same  meritorious  object.  No  dissertations  seem 
to  have  been  presented  the  past  year,  or,  if  there  were,  none  of  thoin 
had  sufficient  merit  to  take  the  prize; 


UterO'Ahdominal  Supporier, — A  committee  of  the  New  York  Medical 
Society  have  made  a  flattering  report  in  favor  of  this  instrument.  The 
committee  express  a  belief  that  it  will  in  most  cases  supersede  the  ase  of 
the  pessary.  Such,  too,  is  the  opinion  of  good  judges  in  this  neighborhood. 
It  is  lamentable  that  the  price  is  so  exorbitantly  high  as  to  induce  ingeni- 
ous mechanics  to  fabricate  them,  to  the  injury  of  the  proprietor. 


To  those  whom  U  may  concern. — The  readers  of  this  Journal — some  of 
them,  at  least — will  remember  the  insertion  of  a  Card  from  Dr.  North, 
more  than  a  year  ago,  stating  that  on  account  of  his  health  he  bad  left 
certain  papers  in  relation  to  diet  and  regimen,  in  my  hands  for  puhlica- 
tion.  The  work  to  which  they  have  given  rise  is  at  length,  after  much 
delay,  in  press,  and  will  shortly  be  published.  It  will  be  a  duodecimo 
volume  of  200  pages  or  more,  entitled,  '^  Vegetable  Diet :  as  sanctioned 
by  medical  men,  and  by  experience  in  ail  ages.'^        Ww.  A.  Alcott. 

Boatonj  April  2m,  1838. 


Oxygenated  Soap, — Mr.  Eliphalet  Davis,  of  Cambridgeport,  who  i 
factures  this  excellent  article,  deserves  the  special  patronage  of  polblie 
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institutions.  The  efficacj  of  the  oxygenated  soap  in  the  managmexK  of 
ill-conditioned  ulcers,  calls  for  the  attention  of  surgeons.  It  is  more 
than  a  year  since  it  was  urged  upon  those  who  manage  surgical  wards  to 
give  it  a  thorough  trial — and  in  many  instances  since,  when  judiciously  « 
prescribed,  the  result  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Some  of  the  worst- 
appearing  ulcerations  of  the  skin  have  yielded  to  the  application  of  this 
compoDod,  which  resisted  a  variety  of  preparations  usually  resorted  to 
in  the  attempt  to  heal  them.  Now  there  is  no  mystery  in  all  this,  nor  is 
there  any  secret  in  the  manufacture.  If  a  remedy  so  very  simple,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  is  so  efficiei^  in  its  effects,  it  behooves  practi- 
tioners to  call  it  to  their  aid.  To  those  who  are  in  that  particular  con- 
I  dftion  in  which  medical  advice  is  not  thought  necessary,  yet,  neverthe- 

>  less,  are  constantly  suffering  from  the  debilitating  influences  of  a  long- 

continued,  indolent  ulcer,  the  oxygenated  soap  is  worth  a  speedy  trial. 

Bhinoplastic  Opertxtion. — This  operation  wns  performed  in  Calcutta, 
last  summer,  on  a  patient  in  whom  a  most  extensive  sloughing  ulcer, 
-spreading  over  the  face,  had  destroyed  the  entire  nasal  organ,  the  whole 
of  the  lips,  the  right  eye,  a  great  portion  of  the  cheek,  and  the  whole  of 
the  nasal  bones,  cartilages,  and  integuments.  The  orifice  of  the  mouth 
had  closed  by  cicatrization,  except  a  small  opening  sufficient  to  admit 
the  end  of  the  little  finger,  through  which  he  subsisted  by  suction  for  the 
last  eight  years.  The  orifice  of  the  mouth  was  first  enlarged,  without 
dividing  the  fibres  of  the  orbicularis  oris,  sufficiently  to  admit  solid  food, 
after  which  the  operation  for  a  new  nose  was  performed,  the  flap  of  in- 
tegument being  dissected,  as  usual,  from  ihe  forehead.  The  flap  was 
adjusted  by  four  points  of  suture  ;  small  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  were 
applied,  and  a  layer  of  cloth  dipped  in  cold  water.  A  columna  nasi 
and  nostrils  were  also  formed,  and  their  dilatation  preserved  by  two 
rolled  pieces  of  cloth.  On  the  eighth  day  the  twisted  portion  of  the  flap 
was  detached  by  the  bistoury,  when  union  by  the  first  intention  had  oc- 
curred throughout.  This  was  all  that  was  deemed  requisiMtofor  the  poor 
object,  who  was  thus  made  comparatively  comfortable,  though  his  other 
facial  deformities  still  remain. 


Diseasei  in  India, — A  list  of  cases  in  the  Central  Hospital  of  Calcutta, 
for  May  and  June,  of  last  year,  is  given  in  the  India  Journal.  The 
whole  number  is  2466,  though  the  hospital  has  been  established  but  six 
months.  Of  this  number,  we  find  that  319  are  cases  of  syphilis,  131  of 
gonorrhcsa,  72  of  bubo,  and  200  of  ulcers.  In  speaking  of  syphilitic 
diseases.,  Mr.  Brett,  the  superintendent  of  the  hospital,  alludes  to  the  in- 
judicious use,  by  the  natives,  of  mercury,  in  their  treatment  of  them. 

Fairfield  County  (Conn.)  Medical  Society. — At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Fairfield  Co.  Medical  Society,  held  on  Thursday,  the  12th  ult.,  at 
Bridgeport,  Rufus  Blakeroan,  Ckairman  ;  Sturges  Buckley,  Clerk^  the 
following  gentlemen  were  chosen  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society  :  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  M.D.  ;  Chauncey  Ayres,  M.D.;  Justus 
Slierwood,  M.D.  ;  Rufus  Blakeman,  M.D.  ;  David  H.  Nash,  M.D. 

A  dissertation  on  "  the  Influence  of  the  Mind  on  Disease  "  was  read 
before  the  Society  by  Dr.  R.  Blakeman. 

Drs.  Denison,  £.  Middlebrook  and  Buckley  were  appointed  lo  read 
dissertations  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Drs.  G.  Blakeman,  Beach  and  Middlebrook  were  appointed  the  stand- 
ing committee  for  the  year  ensuing. 
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To  CoRRESPowDEKTs. — Dr.  F.'s  communicatioD,  which  has  been  crowded  oat 
of  this  No^  will  appear  next  week. 

Died, — ^In  Cranston,  R.  I.,  Dr.  Samuel  Hudson,  aged  77. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  April  S8, 40.    Males,  19— Fensales,  91. 

Consumption,  6— measles,  1— Intemperance,  1— fits,  3-- dropty  in  the  head,  9 — ^lung  fever,  9— 
throat  distemper,  1— Inflammation,  1— quinsy,  1— ulceration  of  the  stomach,  1— marasmus,  1 — in<k»- 
tile,  9— scarlet  fever,  J— puerperal  fever,  1— suicide,  1— convulsions,  9— apoplexy,  l-^aceldeDtal,  1— 

bilious  fever,  1— old  age,  l^dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  l^croup,  1— Ir' '— 

of  the  peritoneum,  1. 


SARLANDIERE'S   ANATOMY. 

SrsTSMATixxD  Anatokt,  or  Human  Oao4NooRA.PHr,  in  synoptical  tables,  with  namenma  . 
for  the  use  of  University  Faculties,  and  Schools  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Academies  of  P^atiBg, 
Sculpture,  and  the  Royal  Colleges.  By  the  Chbt.  J.  SAaLARoiaas,  D.M.  TranalaMd  tkom  ite 
French  by  W.  C.  RoberU,  M.D. 

A  few  copies  of  the  above  for  sale  at  Tlcknor's,  corner  of  Washington  and  School  atreecs,  tt  oat 
half  the  original  subscription  price. 

CLA^S  BOOK    OF    ANATOMY. 

Tux  third  edition  of  this  uselul  guide  fur  medical  students,  in  elementary  anatomy  and  pbysiolagf, 
by  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  elmith,  miy  be  had,  ordered  by  mail,  of  the  publisher,  R.  S.  Davis— Joy*a  Boildiag^ 
No.  77  Washington  Street.  A18— tf. 

FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPUCATION. 

DR.  A.  ti.  HULL'S  UTBROAIiDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  oflTered  to  those  afflicted  wtt 
ProlapiM  Ufriy  or  Falling  of  the  fTomi,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  tfaas^ 
dorninal  rauAcles,  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  re«toracioa  B 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefullv  and  properly  filled  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affardi  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  ^^ drugging  and  bemrimM  4gmP 
seiiiiaiionj  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  fikl- 
fHi  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  ketvIL 
The  Supporter  Is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  thepallent  without  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  Uitro-MdomiiuU  Supporters  have  been  applied  witkihe 
most  happy  results. 

The  V0ry  ereat  success  which  this  Instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  ezaaiiaa- 
tlon  by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing ti>  state  il^at  it  h%4  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  of  London,  Edward  flflificH 
M.n.,Profe^si»ruf  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  Yoric,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  iatfes 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States, and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  vrbo  hwk^a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  (lutilic  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  In  this  instrument,  aa  wcRis 
in  Trusses  vendaflUs  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Tnineco  bcaiiff 
signaRire  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  Us  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

AMOS  6.  HULL,  Olllce  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  Torfc. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  irtstnimenta,  all  c 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWB  &  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  S4  Merchants  Row. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
Tmb  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  inotructtng  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  aad 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  wMI  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Elft 
and  Ear  infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
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ACUTE  ARTICULAR   RHEUMATISM. 

A  CLINICAL  LECTURE   BT  DB.  GERHARD,  PHILADELPHIA. 

I  SHALL  to-day,  gentlemen,  take  up  the  subject  of  acute  articular  rheu- 
matisoi,  as  it  is  especially  prevalent  at  this  season  of  the  year,  when 
the  number  of  other  acute  diseases  is  very  limited.  In  summer  we 
have  acute  abdominal  inflammations,  and  in  winter  affections  of  the 
pulmonanr  organs,  while,  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  nnontbs, 
serous  inflammations,  both  of  the  internal  and  external  membranes,  are 
most  common.  Acute  rheumatism  bears  some  .striking  relations  with 
the  inflammations  of  internal  serous  membranes,  from  the  similarity  of 
the  mode  of  treatment  which  often  becomes  necessary  in  both  affections, 
and  from  the  frequent  complication  of  the  latter  with  the  former  disease. 
In  almost  every  severe  case  of  the  disease  under  notice,  there  co-exists 
inflammation  of  the  covering  of  the  heart,  or  of  the  serous  membrane 
lining  its  cavities.  Since  this  connection  between  the  pathology  of 
articular  rheumatism  and  that  of  diseases  of  the  heart  and  its  mem- 
branes, has  been  clearly  traced,  the  disease  has  attracted  much  interest. 
I  say  clearly  traced,  for  the  general  fact  had  been  lone  since  pointed  out, 
although  the  subject  was  not  precisely  understood,  ^hat  is,  it  was  in 
the  same  situation  as  many  other  parts  of  pathology  ;  afibrdiog  an  indis- 
tinct view  of  the  truth,  but  without  that  well-deflned  character  whksh 
is  now  required,  according  to  the  rules  of  rigid  logic  applied  to  the  study 
of  pathology.  The  line  of  connection  has  only  been  drawn  in  a  definite 
manner,  for  a  few  years  past,  between  acute  articular  rheumatism,  and 
endocarditis,  or  inflammation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  cavities  of 
the  heart,  and  pericarditis,  or  inflammation  of  the  membrane  surround- 
ing it.  Dr.  Bouiliaud,  of  Paris,  has  paid  partk:ular  attention  to  this 
subject ;  he  tells  us  that  at  least  one  half  the  acute  articular  affections 
are  complicated  with  pericarditis.  In  this  estimate  he  is  probably 
wrong,  unless  with  pericarditis  we  are  permitted  to  include  endocarditis. 
A  large  number  of  mild  cases,  doubtless,  run  their  course  without  any 
complication  of  the  kind,  but  it  is  usually  otherwise  when  the  disease 
appears  under  a  severe  type.  Mild  cases  are  slow  in  their  action  upon 
the  heart,  but,  in  the  severer  forms,  the  advance  is  rapid,  and  disease  of 
the  heart  succeeds  almost  immediately  after  the  first  appearance  of  the 
articular  symptoms.  In  chronic  cases,  the  progress  of  the  cardiac  affec- 
tions is  slow,  and  an  individual  not  well  acquainted  with  the  disease 
might  be  deceived  as  to  the  fact  of  iu  existence. 
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We  have  thus  traced  two  forms  of  the  disease^  and  I  propose  bringii^ 
under  your  notice  two  cases  now  under  treatment  in  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital,  to  exemplify  them. 

The  first  is  that  of  John  Robb,  who  was  admitted  into  the  ward  Na 
2f  on  the  llth  of  April.  Previous  to  his  admission  he  had  been  ill  but 
a  short  time  ;  being  an  inmate  of  the  Alms- bouse,  he  was  able  to  resoit 
to  medical  assistance  quite  as  soon  as  is  usual  in  private  practice.  He 
bad  been  working  on  the  farm  of  the  establishment  for  eight  months 
previous  to  his  attack,  and  had  enjoyed  good  health.  Oo  the  nsoming 
of  the  sixth  he  complained  of  slight  pains  in  his  shoulder,  but  continued 
at  work ;  at  eleven,  P.  M.,  he  was  taken  with  severe  pain  io  the  hip, 
which  lasted  four  or  five  hours,  and  then,  diminishing  in  the  hip,  weot 
to  the  knee.  On  the  seventh  it  ceased  in  the  right  knee  and  went  to 
the  left. 

Now,  from  the  character  of  the  aflfection,  thus  shown,  we  can,  without 
going  farther,  make  our  diagnosis.  I  allude  to  its  metastatic  character, 
as  exhibited  in  its  leaving  one  joint  and  settling  in  another.  This  is 
distinctive  of  rheumatism. 

There  was  no  pain  in  the  ankles,  but  there  was  slight  pain  near  the  toe: 
Tou  here  mark  the  course  of  the  disease  onwards ;  it  has  reached  the 
toe,  and  showed  a  disposition  to  attack  the  foot.  There  had  been  pais 
in  the  right  wrist,  from  an  hour  before  the  man's  entrance  into  the  hos- 
pital. On  the  ninth  aad  tenth  he  bad  pain  in  the  breast,  which  be  ra- 
ferred  to  a  spot  below  the  precordia,  in  the  region  of  the  diaphragn, 
and  which  lasted  twenty-four  hours,  and  was  increased  by  coughiog. 
Such  pain  is  usually  owing  to  disease  of  the  heart,  which  may  be  merelj 
muscular,  but  is  more  frequently  caused  by  inflammation  of  the  seraos 
membranes,  lining  or  covering  the  heart. 

This  man  had  been  exposed  to  no  causes  of  disease,  other  than  those 
which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  encountering.  He  had,  it  is  true,  bees 
wet  while  working  on  the  farm,  but  this  was  not  uncommon  with  Itim; 
be  had  been  long  accustomed  to  working  in  the  rain.  This  shows  hov 
cautious  we  should  be  in  admitting  causes  of  disease.  Some  physicraos 
might  be  disposed  to  attribute  the  attack  of  rheumatism  to  the  last  wel- 
ting, which  could  manifestly  Exercise  no  greater  influence  upon  the  maa 
than  a  series  of  previous  exposures  to  the  same  cause,  of  no  receot 
standing.  1  look  upon  the  particular  season  of  the  year  as  the  imme- 
diate excitant  of  the  disease,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  have  thought 
it  a  fitting  subject  to  bring  before  you,  at  the  opening  of  my  course. 
If  you  take  the  trouble  to  inquire,  you  will  find  that,  at  this  time,  the 
prevalence  of  rheumatism  and  rheumatic  pains  is  remarkable. 

Ttie  case  before  you  being  of  an  acute  character,  its  previous  faistocj 
is  not  neariy  so  important  as  the  present  state  of  the  individual.  It  b 
otherwise  in  chronic  afifectious,  in  which  the  whole  anterior  history  is  aU- 
important. 

The  condition  of  the  patient,  at  the  time  of  his  admission  on  the 
eleventh,  was  as  follows.  The  face  was  slightly  flushed,  and  presented 
an  expression  of  path.  This  pain,  in  acute  rheumatism,  is  remarkable ; 
it  usually  prevents  all  exercise  and  confines  the  patient  to  bed. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Acute  Articular  BheumatisnL  315 

There  was  slight  soreness  in  the  shoulder,  but  without  swelling  or 
beat ;  no  pain  or  swelling  in  the  left  arm,  slight  soreness  in  the  right 
elbow,  and  severe  pain,  swelling  and  heat  in  the  wrist.  The  same  pain, 
swelling,  and  heat,  extended  to  all  the  joints  of  the  hand  and  Gngers, 
excepting  the  thumb.  There  was  some  pain  in  both  knees,  especially 
in  the  leu ;  none  in  the  ankles  ;  a  little  in  the  right  hip  ;  no  tenderness 
of  the  spine  ;  no  cephalalgia ;  tenderness  on  pressure  along  the  region 
of  the  ribs ;  this  was  probably  the  remains  of  the  diaphragmatic  pleu- 
risy. The  impulse  of  the  heart  was  feeble,  th^  second  sound  nearly 
lost,  the  first  much  roughened,  a  dullness  on  percussion  nearly  natural, 
I  Treatment,  one  grain  of  opium  every  four  hours.  The  digestive  or- 
i         gans  were  healthy. 

<  Mow,  let  us  analyze  this  case.     The  first  fact  worth  recollecting,  is 

the  absence  of  tenderness  of  the  spine.     This  establishes  the  diagnosis 

I         between  rheumatism  and  neuralgia.      Hence,  the  mode  of  treatment 

i         which  proves  so  excellent  in  the  latter  affection,  may  here  fail.     The 

state  of  the  heart  indicated  merely  slight  valvular  disease,  and  some 

muscular  impedimeut ;  there  was  no  effusion,  the  dullness  on  percusskm 

I         being  natural,  and  no  creaking  sound  being  heard. 

I  The  treatment  in  this  case  was  after  a  plan  of  practice  in  New  Eng- 

\         land,  from  which  quarter  it  has  been  lately  strongly  recommended  ;  the 

I         internal  administration  of  opiates,  pushed  till  felt  by  the  patient, 

jl  During  the  twelfth  six  grain  pills  of  opium  were  exhibited,  but  there 

I         was  no  diminution  of  pain.     Neither  sleep  nor  cephalalgia  had  been 

;         induced  by  the  opium.     This  is  an  important  therapeutic  point,  demon- 

\         straling  the  antagonizing  action  which  pain  exerts  in  regard  to  the  ef- 

I         fects  of  opium.     The  first  sound  of  the  heart  was  still  rough,  but  the 

impulse  rather  less ;  no  increase  of  flatness.     The  state  of  the  heart 

J         was,  therefore,  slightly   improved.     Pulse  eighty-four,  of  moderate  size, 

I         and  regular  ;  a  grain  of  opium  was  ordered  every  two  hours,  and  a  laxa- 

I         tive  enema  administered. 

.  On  the  evening  of  this  day  there  was  some  cephalalgia,  although  no 

.  deviation  of  the  pupils  from  the  natural  state.  The  dose  of  opium  was 
[  diminished  to  a  grain  every  three  hours.  Sleep  was  interrupted  by 
twinges  of  pain ;  sweating  at  night.  Eruption  of  sudamina  ;  pulse 
seventy-two ;  pain  in  right  arm  increased  and  extending  to  the  shoulder. 
Less  pain  and  swelling  in  the  knees,  but  increase  of  both  in  the  feet. 
The  action  of  the  heart  was  more  regular  and  feeble,  and  the  sound  less 
rough.  The  disease,  you  perceive,  was  not  in  any  manner  arrested,  al- 
though you  note  a  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  heart. 
There  was  cosiiveness  from  the  opium,  but  this,  you  will  soon  see, 
disappeared.  Same  prescription  of  opium  continued  during  the  thir-r 
teenth ;  hop  poultices  to  most  of  the  painful  joints;  laxative  enema. 

On  the  (ourteenth,  the  pain  having  diminished  throughout  the  right 
arm,  began  in  the  left  hand  and  wrist.  Here  is  another  point  of  in- 
terest ;  the  translation  of  the  pain  from  the  right  to  the  left  limb  by 
metastasis.  This  is  a  common  thing  in  articular  rheumatism,  and,  as  in 
this  case,  the  pain  does  not  usually  quite  cease  in  one  joint,  before  it 
begins  io  the  other. 
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There  was  slight  pain  between  the  shoulders,  and  diminution  of  the 
pain  in  the  knees  and  feet ;  pulse  seventy-six,  fuller  and  regular  ;  this  is 
somewhat  an  exception  to  its  usual  condition  in  the  disease,  it  being  fre- 
quent, small,  and  quick.  Skin  wann  and  dry;  sleep  very  irregular; 
tongue  moist,  with  a  yellowish  coat ;  appetite  bad ;  thirst ;  three  or 
four  stools  since  the  enema  ;  the  opium  had,  therefore,  induced  no  cos- 
tiveness.  No  cephalalgia  or  dizziness ;  slight  flush ;  eyes  natural. 
Opium  continued,  hop  poultice  and  laudanum  to  the  left  wrist. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  left  hand  was  worse,  and  there  was  pain  in  tbe 
sole  of  the  right  foot.  The  other  pains  were  better ;  moisture  rather 
than  sweating.     Opium  continued. 

Tbe  sixteenth,  less  expression  of  pain,  and  less  flush  ;  soreness  io 
both  shoulders,  with  slight  swelling,  but  not  much  constant  pain.  Slight 
soreness  of  the  left  elbow ;  much  swelling,  pain,  and  heat  of  tbe  left 
band ;  right  hand  nearly  free  from  swelling,  still  slightly  painful,  but  nKK 
tton  returned ;  pains  much  diminished  in  the  legs ;  pain  at  the  ensifono 
cartilage  ;  palpitations  frequent  after  slight  exertion  ;  pulse  seventy-two, 
and  soft ;  decided  roughness,  almost  rasping,  in  the  first  sound  of  tbe 
heart,  which  was  not  very  loud,  and  heard  most  distinctly  to  the  left  of 
the  nipple  ;  second  sound  nearly  lost.  Under  the  sternum,  both  souocb 
of  the  ri|ht  side  distinctly  heard  and  clear.  The  first  only  a  little  rough- 
ened. The  precordial  dullness  commenced  only  at  the  left  margin  of 
the  sternum,  and  extended  to  the  nipple.  The  morbid  alteration  was, 
therefore,  confined  to  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  implicating  tbe  valves; 
there  was,  besides,  efiusion  into  the  pericardium.  The  opium  pills 
were  continued  during  yesterday  and  last  night  every  three  hours.  Hop 
poultices. 

Liast  night  the  pupils  were  somewhat  contracted,  and  little  sensible  to 
tbe  light.  To-day  the  face  was  flushed,  and  presented  an  expression  of 
stupor.  Disposition  to  sleep ;  pupils  rather  large ;  no  cephalalgia ; 
sleep  interrupted  by  pain  shooting  from  the  swollen  joints.  Pulse 
eighty-eight — softer.  Swelling  less  marked  in  the  left  hand.  Slight 
swelling  and  pain  in  both  knees.  No  pain  in  the  breast.  Impulse  of 
tbe  heart  almost  lost;  both  sounds  very  feeble,  without  roughness. 
The  disease  of  the  valves  is,  therefore,  diminished.  Percussion  slightly 
dull  at  the  upper  portion  of  the  left  side  ;  flat,  down  from  the  third  rib» 
to  the  same  extent  as  yesterday.  Prominence  obviously  increased. 
These  latter  signs  are  explained  by  tbe  increased  efiusion  into  the  peri* 
cardium.  Still  slight  diarrhoea  ;  three  or  four  stools  in  the  twenty-ibur 
hours.  Skin  moist,  without  swelling.  A  grain  of  opium  every  four 
hours. 

This  case,  gentlemen,  of  acute  disease  of  the  heart,  occurring  in 
articular  rheumatism,  may  serve  as  a  type  of  the  affection,  which  I  shall 
now  make  the  subject  of  some  general  remarks,  and  have  occasion  to 
refer  to  hereafter.  There  are  several  peculiarities  to  be  alluded  to.  la 
the  first  place,  the  changeable  character  of  the  affection,  shifting,  as  yoe 
have  seen  it,  from  joint  to  joint,  denotes  the  nature  of  the  disease. 
This  is  well  understood,  and  universally  admitted.  But  I  would  bave 
you  remark,  there  was  no  meioitatis  to  the  heart.    Tbe  disease  of  the 
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heart  appeared,  during  the  most  acute  stage  or  the  rheumatic  feTer, 
which  afterwards  continued  with  unabated  severity.  By  physical  exaroi- 
nation,  we  ascertained  that  the  pain  in  the  praecordial  region  proceeded, 
first,  from  disease  of  the  valves,  indicated  by  the  roughness  of  the  sound; 
secondly,  from  effusion,  shown  by  the  unnatural  dullness  on  percussioOi 
'         imperfect  action  of  the  heart,  kc. 

Another  symptom  to  be  noticed,  is  the  sweating,  which  was  very 

>  slight  from  the  first  or  second  day,  although  it  is  generally  very  severe 
in  acute  rheumatism.     It  is  this  sweating  in  rheumatism  which  has  sug- 

>  gested  the  employment  of  Dover's  powder,  and  other  sudorifics,  in  its 
treatment.  In  this  case,  opium  was  alone  resorted  to,  to  afford  a  better 
test  of  the  powers  of  the  remedy. 

i  The  diarrhoea  is  another  feature  worth  remarking,  co-existing,  as  it 

did,  with  the  large  doses  of  opium.  It  was  a  purely  accidental  compli- 
cation, but  its  occurrence  demonstrates  that  opium,  in  very  large  doses, 
I  does  not  produce  the  same  effects  as  in  ordinary  doses,  thus  illustrating 
r  a  therapeutic  law,  that  remedies,  in  over  doses,  do  not  act  upon  the 
I  system  in  the  same  manner,  as  when  administered  in  the  usual  quantitia. 
I  Were  it  not  for  this  law,  patients  would  die  from  the  action  of  certain 
i  remedies  now  frequently  prescribed.  How  could  tartar  emetic  be  given 
I  in  the  high  doses  required  by  the  contra-stimulant  practice  in  pneumonia, 
I  or  calomel,  as  it  is  prescribed  in  the  diseases  of  certain  sections  of  our 
I         country  ? 

,  The  pathology  of  the  disease  under  consideratioo  is  still  very  obscure, 

although  its  symptoms  are  well  understood.     How  much  of  the  disease 
,         is  like  neuralgia,  or  connected  with  an  affection  of  the  nervous  system, 
I         and  how  much  belongs  to  local  tnflanimation,  are  points  that  are  still 
unsettled.     It  is,  in  this  respect,  analogous  to  hooping  cough,  and  some 
I         other  diseases.     We  are  just  as  much  in  the  dark,  as  to  effectual  cura« 
tive  means  for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  affection,  though  we  have 


\ 


I  any  number  of  palliatives.  For  the  present  I  refrain  from  expressing 
an  opinion  as  to  the  pathology  of  rheumatism,  but  shall  consider  it  partly 

.  as  nervous  and  partly  as  inflammatory  in  its  character.  Certain  inflam- 
mations of  internal  organs  which  occur  in  rheumatism,  such  as  pericardi* 
tis,  lose  this  doubtful  character,  and  become  decided  pblegmasie  ;  they 
are  accordingly  treated  without  reference  to  the  disease  of  the  joints. 
When  the  complication  of  pericarditis  proves  fatal,  and  the  opportunity, 
otherwise  rare,  of  examining  persons  who  die  with  rheumatism,  is  ob- 
tained, there  is  almost  a  total  absence  of  lesion  in  the  joints ;  but  the 
pericarditis  offers  the  same  characteristic  appearances,  as  if  it  had  been 
induced  by  exposure  to  cold,  or  injury,  or  some  other  ordinary  cause. 
The  affection  of  the  joints  depends  so  much  on  a  nervous  cause,  that  it 

.  presents  very  slight  traces  of  inflammation.  It  never  terminates  in  sup- 
puration, or  the  other  ustial  terminations  of  inflammation.  Dr.  Cho- 
aiel  states,  that  pus  is  not  foimd  in  rheumatic  joints  ;  the  very  rare  cases 
in  which  it  is  met  with,  he  considers  to  be  mere  accidental  complications. 
This  opinion,  if  somewhat  modified,  is  probably  the  correct  one;  that  is, 
rheumatic  differs  from  ordinary  inflammation  in  the  absence  of  pus,  and 
its  want  of  fixedness  of  position*    Not  so  with  the  accompany'mg  in* 
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temal  inflanainatioDS ;  tbey  result  in  tbe  secretioo  of  pus,  and  efibsion  of 
lymph,  and  are  fixed  in  their  locations. 

ir  the  pathology  of  the  disease  is  obscure,  equally  so  are  the  cben- 
peutics,  it  being  more  than  doubtful  that  we  possess  any  eidiuiie 
available  method  of  treatment.  This  subject  is  very  clear,  no  doubti  to 
some  autb(»rs;  but,  unfortunately,  practitioners  generally  are  in  thedaiL 
Thus  Bouillaud,  who  regards  the  affection  as  merely  inflammatory,  de* 
pletes  to  the  utmost  possible  extent ;  and  for  this  exaggerated  depletory 
practice  claims  great  success.  His  success  may  have  been  great,  but 
others  who  have  followed  the  practice,  perhaps  without  the  same  eatiid- 
siastic  confidence,  have  not  been  so  fortunate.  I  have  given  the  prv* 
tice  a  very  fair  trial,  with  every  disposition  to  see  it  succeed,  and, 
although  I  afforded  relief  by  one  or  two  moderate  bleedings,  if  persisted 
in,  the  result  was  unfavorable  ;  if  pericarditis  was  present,  it  was  oalT 
partially  relieved,  while  tbe  rheumatic  affection  of  tbe  muscular  sb^ 
stance  of  the  heart  always  increased.  We  thus  merely  return  to  tbe 
old  practice  of  one  or  two  bleedings  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  tfe- 
tion  ;  a  practice  the  utility  of  which  is  sanctioned  by  long  expeiieocft 

Another  practice,  originating,  I  believe,  in  New  England,  aod  recooi- 
mended  by  Dr.  Webb,  of  Providence,  is  that  which  has  been  (blloitd 
in  the  present  case— -consisting  in  the  administration  of  very  large  doses 
of  opium.  I  have  tried  it  in  two  cases,  in  both  of  which  it  failed,  it 
succeeded  in  stupifying  the  patient,  and  rendered  him  less  sensible  of 
pain,  but  produced  no  decided  impression  on  the  disease.  Itdidnd 
prevent  the  change  of  place,  nor  did  it  remove  the  pain  or  sweiliif* 
These  symptoms  persisted,  and  retained  their  usual  mutability  of  cbano' 
ter.  Last  summer  I  pushed  the  remedy  to  such  an  extent  as  to  iodoee 
decided  narcotism,  yet  I  failed  to  cut  short  tbe  disease.  Tbereoie^ 
may  occasionally  obtain  tbe  success  which  is  claimed  for  it,  but  it' 
clearly  no  specific. 

Sudorifics  are  the  treatment  adopted  by  some,  from  a  notion  that  titi- 
ficial  sweating  is  but  an  imitation  of  the  curative  process  of  oattut 
This  is  certainly  not  the  case ;  for  tbe  sweating  is  most  profuse,  vm 
tbe  violence  of  the  disease  is  persisting.  If,  however,  this  discbarge 
be  suppressed,  from  cold  or  any  other  cause,  it  will  be  proper  to  wsort 
to  sudorifics,  to  revive  this  natural  secretion,  and  restore  to  tbe  ptticot 
what  he  has  been  deprived  of. 

Other  remedies  have  been  recommended,  as  narcotics  and  pttrvati«0> 
particulaily  the  colchicum,  and,  what  is  analogous  to  it,  the  veiatf* 
The  colchicum  is  used  in  this  country  and  in  England,  but  is  not  mock 
employed  in  France.  It  is  very  useful  as  a  palliative,  tboegb  ^^^ 
being  absolutely  curative.  I  have  seen  it  stop  the  severer  symptoov" 
tbe  disease,  for  as  much  as  five  or  six  successive  days.  I  tiseit" 
the  hospital  in  an  uncombined  form,  preferring,  as  I  do,  the  admii^ 
tration  of  simple  remedies,  particularly  in  hospital  practice,  to  itwjjj 
their  accuracy  of  administration,  and  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  tbtf 
effects.  By  giving  tbe  wine  of  tbe  roots  or  seeds,  alone,  we  may  ■*«• 
the  severe  purgation  resulting  from  Scudamore's  mixture.  Purging  "g 
be  of  service,  if  the  patient  can  readily  bear  the  motion  necessuj*' 
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the  evacuation  d*  the  bowels.  But  the  disadvantage  attending  fteqaent 
rising,  is  apt  to  more  than  destroy  the  good  arising  froin  the  revulsive 
effects  of  the  pui^ing.  In  medicine,  as  well  as  in  surgery,  inflamed 
parts  must  be  kept  at  rest. 

These  views,  as  to  the  effects  of  remedial  agents  in  rheumatism,  differ 
but  little  from  those  of  Dr.  Chomel,  who,  perhaps,  has  more  than  a  due 
share  of  scepticism,  in  relation  to  therapeutics.  It  is  true,  liowever, 
that,  when  diseases,  after  running  a  certain  course,  get  well  of  thenn 
selves,  they  are  apt  to  deceive  us  as  to  the  value  of  the  remedies  em« 
ployed  in  treating  them.  This,  I  think,  is  the  case  with  Drs.  Bouillaud 
and  Webb.  For  the  opinions  of  the  former  of  these  physicians  on  this 
subject,  I  refer  you  to  the  Select  Medical  Library  ;  and  for  Dr.  Webb's, 
to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  for  last  year. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  enter  into  a  history  of  all  the  different  sorts  of 
medications,  which  have  been  recommended  in  rheumatism.  Of  ex-< 
temal  applications,  cups  to  the  spine,  as  a  counter-irritant,  is  a  most 
traluable  palliative ;  and,  if  the  neuralgic  element  of  the  disease  pre* 
dominates,  cupping  along  the  spine  will  sometimes  produce  a  real  arrest 
sf  rheumatism.  But  when  the  joints  are  the  principal  seat  of  the 
lisease,  in  most  cases  much  is  not  to  be  expected  from  cups  or  leeches 
to  the  spine  ;  they  do  better  near  the  joints.  Other  applications  to  the 
parts  are  directed  for  the  benefit  of  moisture  and  warmth.  For  this 
purpose,  anodyne  poultices  nre  useful ;  none  are  better  than  one  of  hops, 
Ueeped  in  hot  water,  or  vinegar  and  water,  sprinkled  with  a  little  lauda- 
lum.  These  are  very  convenient  applications,  but  cannot  be  accommo- 
lated  to  all  the  joints.  Opiate  frictions  may  be  used,  as  with  a  mixture 
)f  warm  oil  and  laudanum.  I  refrain  from  lead  water,  or  spirituous,  or 
)tber  stimulating  embrocations,  as  the  danger  of  the  internal  affections, 
mdocarditis,  or  pericarditis,  is  somewhat  increased  by  driving  the  affec« 
ion  from  the  joint.  This  practice  must  be  reserved  for  the  sub-acute 
variety  of  the  disease. 

Other  local  applications  of  a  soothing  character  may  be  resorted  to, 
uch  as  the  experience  of  every  practitioner  will  suggest.  In  the  North 
here  are  other  remedies,  the  virtues  of  which  are  much  extolled,  siich 
is  the  green  hellebore,  actaea  racemosa,  &c.  These  plants  have  been 
ried  here,  but  without  the  success  which  is  claimed  for  them.  This 
vant  of  success  may  depend  on  our  obtaining  them  only  in  the  dry  . 
tate,  in  which  their  virtues  are  impaired.  But  I  cannot  believe  that  this 
B  the  sole  cause  of  failure ;  for  the  most  decided  action  of  the  remedies 
rill  sometimes  be  produced,  without  curing  the  disease. 

Though  not  immediately  dangerous,  few  aflections  are  ultimately  more 
nischievous  than  acute  rheumatism.  Diseases  of  tlie  heart  are  so  apt 
0  originate  with  it,  and  to  continue  after  its  cessation,  that  we  must  bail 
my  plan  of  treatment,  likely  to  exercise  a  curative  influence  over  it.  I 
Ntve,  therefore,  tested  the  opiate  practice,  as  the  last  which  has  been 
ecommended,  watching  very  carefully  its  effects.  I  certainly  pu9l>ed  it 
Id  far  as  was  prudent ;  I  was  not  warranted  in  giving  more  than  one 
;rain  every  two  hours,  particularly,  as  1  could  not  see  the  patient  after 
)ach  dose,  a  precaution  which  is  always  advisable  when  giving  bigh 
loses  of  opium.  ^  l 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


JBO  Varieiief,  cr  Anomakm  Di§eaie$* 

lo  other  cases  of  the  disease,  I  am  williDg  to  try  other  modes  of  Mt- 
roeoty  which  are  highly  recommended,  although  I  C»r  that  the;  ued 
merely  palliative,  and  as  such  only  may  do  good ;  at  last,  we  iiiajrU 
some  one  more  efficacious  than  the  others.  I  am  doubtful  as  to  imoe- 
diate  success,  though  strong  in  hope.  I  cannot  help  agreeing  with  Cbo- 
mel,  sceptical  as  he  is  generally,  in  believing  inOammatory  rbeuottisa 
ao  aflbction  ooc  to  be  cut  short  by  remedies,  after  having  seen  so  imicli 
protracted  suffering  from  it ;  even  in  the  case  of  physicians,  wiio  vere 
treated  under  the  most  favoraUe  circumstances,  it  has  been  proloajedto 
four  or  five  weeks  and  upwards. 

What  is  the  natural  duration  of  acute  rheumatism?  It  is  not  pre' 
cisely  fixed,  but  is  scarcely  ever  less  than  two  weeks,  and  maj  list  far 
five  or  six  months ;  at  least,  the  immediate  effects  may  cootiooe  » 
long.  Like  most  diseases,  that  run  a  determined  course,  it  aveiap 
two  or  three  weeks. 

Of  the  second  patient,  whom  I  mentioned,  my  time  will  allow  me  to 
say  little  or  nothing.  He  offers  signs  of  disease  of  the  heart,  dilfaeflt 
from  the  last,  chronic  dilatation  and  slight  hypertrophy,  without  ism 
of  the  valves,  the  sounds  not  being  at  all  roughened.  Theie  is  efibsioB 
into  the  pericardium,  indicated  by  the  increased  dullness  on  peicussMii 
Further  deuils  I  reserve  for  another  occasion. — Medical  Eramnff. 


VARIETIES,   OR  ANOMALOUS   DISEASES. 

To  the  EdiUor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jowmal, 

Sir, — An  unexpected  call,  or  change  of  residence,  has  prevented  i 

J  roper  fulfilment  of  my  promise  to  yourself  and  to  your  wloiw 
ournal.  A  letter  from  your  esteeined  correspondent  and  ageot,!^' 
W.  A.  G.,  has  been  received  and  answered.  A  constant  failure  io  mak- 
ing collections,  and  the  confused  state  of  our  monetary  concerns,  eo»| 
stitute  my  apology  for  delay  in  payment,  which  I  hope  and  ^^"^ 
in  some  degree  modify  your  feelings  towards  me,  though  I  ackoovlei^ 
myself  justly  bound  to  pay  you  the  increased  charge  for  your  papjj- 
The  advantage  I  derive  irom  your  Journal,  joined  with  my  preseotiK' 
termination  to  support  it,  as  much  as  in  me  lies^  I  trust,  will  yet  pn)^ 
me  a  more  punctual  correspondent. 

In  this  communication  I  send  you  the  first  of  three  cases,  wincfi 
have  lately  occurred  in  this  neighborhood,  and  which  have  been  (^ 
sidered  anomaloiu  in  their  nature  and  character.  Accompanying  tbiS) 
or  by  the  same  mail,  I  shall  send  you  the  second  case,  and  vhAf^ 
will  perceive,  is  analogous  to  a  case  communicated  from  Staflbrd  U* 
relative  to  an  extraordinary  tumor,  which  also  terminated  &^^.  Ji 
These  two  cases  I  give  you  in  the  very  words  of  the  principal  •"^'J^.h 
practitioner,  a  gentleman  of  the  most  unquestionable  attainments  andsH 
m  his  profession  ;  fortified,  also,  by  the  attendance  and  opioioo  of  one 
the  most  scientific  or  thorough-bred  physicians  among  us.  . 

1  seize  upon  the  little  space  that  offers,  to  inform  you  of  aootnw 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Varitiietf  or  Anomalous  Diseases.  921 

faistance  of  success  in  the  use  of  creosote.  A  man's  hand  being  badlj 
lacerated  in  a  machine,  and  the  hsmorrbage  being  profuse,  and  no 
means  at  hand  being  sufficient  to  stop  it,  creosote  was  applied,  and 
proved  instantly  effectual  in  checking  the  flow  of  blood.  H.  F. 

**  Late  in  the  month  of  December,  1837, 1  was  sent  for  to  see  Mrs. 

C ,  of  Westmoreland  Co.,  Va.,  who,  a  week  or  ten  days  previous, 

had  given  birth  to  a  child.     Mrs.  C was  the  mother  of  several 

children,  and  had  always  enjoyed  a  good  share  of  health.  I  found  her, 
as  I  believed,  by  no  means  seriously  indisposed  ;  a  slight  fever,  some 
thirst,  pain  in  the  head,  and  a  want  of  sufficient  action  of  the  bowels, 
were  the  prominent  symptoms.  Her  milk  had  begun  to  flow,  and  the 
child  had  been  put  to  the  bre<vst.  I  directed  7  grs.  sub.  mur.  of  mer. 
and  5  grs.  of  nitrous  powder,  to  be  given  at  bed-time,  to  be  followed 
next  nnoming  by  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  a  blister  to  the  back  of  the 
neck,  provided  the  pain  continued  after  the  operation  of  the  medicine. 
So  little  danger  did  I  apprehend,  and  so  confident  was  1,  that  under  this 
treatment  she  would  get  well  without  further  medical  aid,  that  I  told 
her  anxious  husband  that  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  repeat  my  visit, 
but  requested  that  if,  in  the  mean  time,  any  untoward  symptoms  should 
arise,  he  would  then  let  me  know,  and  I  would  visit  her  again. 

*^  Nothing  further  did  I  hear  for  four  or  five  days,  when  her  husband 
sent  meword  that  she  had  been  considerably  better  and  able  to  walk 
about  the  room,  but  had  been  taken  worse,  and  he  would  be  glad  if  1 
would  come  and  see  her.  I  did  so,  and  discovered,  with  the  exception 
of  the  pain  in  the  head,  of  which  she  had  been  entirely  relieved,  the 
symptoms  were  in  other  respects  identically  the  same.  I  repeated  the 
calomel  and  nitrous  powders,  directing  it  to  be  followed,  as  before,  by  a 
cathartic,  and  remarked  that  in  two  days  thereafter  I  would  call  again. 
At  the  appointed  time  I  did  call,  and  to  my  great  satisfaction  found  an 
improvement,  as  1  supposed,  in  all  the  symptoms — fever  having  subsided, 
pain  in  the  head  relieved,  constipation  overcome,  and  the  patient,  to  all 
appearance,  rid  of  suflfering  and  anxiety,  and  out  of  danger.  On  en- 
tering the  room,  she  ra'ised  herself,  extended  her  hand,  with  a  counte- 
nance expressive  of  ease  and  cheerfulness,  and  told  me  she  was  then 
nearly  or  entirely  well ;  but  for  a  pain  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  which  she 
could  scarcely  feel  except  on  pressure,  she  should  be  well.  1  proposed 
an  examination  ;  to  which  she  objected,  assigning  as  a  reason,  that  it 
was  not  of  sufficient  consequence ;  but  on  my  saying  it  would  probably 
/be  proper  to  do  so,  she  consented.  I  could  perceive  no  swelling,  no 
redness,  and  oply,  as  she  had  said  herself,  pain  on  pressure. .  The 
pain  appeared  to  be  muscular.  I  advised  the  application  of  warm  vine- 
gar by  means  of  brown  paper,  and  also  opodeldoc  or  camphorated  spirit, 
and,  on  leaving  her,  directed  that  should  the  pain  appear  to  ascend  and  the 
limb  become  inflamed  and  tumefied  (an  occurrence  I  did  not  anticipate), 
to  send  and  let  me  know.  I  never  left  a  patient  with  less  expectation 
(though  I  gave  such  injunctions)  that  my  professional  services  would  be 
again  required.  The  next  morning  a  messenger  was  sent  in  pursuit  of 
me,  who  informed  me  that  hb  mistress  was  considerably  worse,  with  a  re- 
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quest  that  1  would  visit  her  immediately.  I  did  90,  and  fixmd  tint 
though  she  was  perfectly  collected,  and  her  countenance  natural,  respin* 
tioo  was  hurried  and  diaphragmatic,  and  pulsation  in  the  radial  aiterj 
had  ceased.  I  at  once  expressed  my  apprehensions  to  her  fausban(i,tiHl 
desired  him  to  send  without  delay  for  Dr.  M ,  one  of  our  most  emi- 
nent and  scientific  physicians.  On  prosecuting  the  examination  further 
before  Dr.  M  *  arrived,  I  learnt  that  the  night  before,  and  in  aboot 
two  hours  after  I  left  her,  she  was  seized  with  the  most  excmciatio; 
pain  in  the  leg,  which  immediately  began  to  swell  and  turn  perfedj 
black.  The  facts  were  but  a  lamentable  confirmation  of  the  statenieot 
eiven  me,  and  a  fulfilment  of  my  apprehensions.  I  found  ibe  leg  bad 
mcreased  to  double  its  natural  size,  was  then  discharging,  and  bad  al- 
ready discharged  from  a  half  to  one  gallon  of  blood,  and  that  thrtmgk 
blisters  upon  the  surface ;  and  strongly  threatened,  if  it  had  not  already 
reached  its  incipieiicy,  a  tennination  in  gangrene.  Dr.  M^—  arrived 
To  him,  as  to  myself,  the  case  was  new  and  anomalaus.  At  6rst  le 
conjectured  it  might  be  the  rupture  of  an  aneurism.  But  not  beii^ 
able  to  discover  any  orifice  through  which  the  blood  could  issue,  this 
conjecture  was  relinquished,  and  we  were  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  haemorrhage  and  the  rapid  and  unexpected  terminatioo of 
the  disease.  We  had  the  limb  enveloped  in  a  poultice  of  charcoal,  car- 
rot and  red  oak  bark — applied  a  blister  above  the  mortified  part— gave 
wine  and  quinine  and  tlie  mineral  acids ;  but  all  to  no  purpose.  We 
met  at  10  in  the  morning,  and  she  died  at  11  o'clock  at  night 

*^  This  clearly  was  not  a  case  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  that  disease  beiai 
slow  in  its  progress,  and  always  attended  with  an  oedematous  eolai|ge* 
roent  of  the  limb.  Was  it  connected  in  any  way  toith  the  state  of  tk 
system?  This  is  our  inquiry,  and  it  is  deemed  of  the  highest  impoT' 
tance.  The  symptoms  are  minutely  detailed,  and  now  submitted  to 
the  medical  public.  The  case,  it  would  seem,  is  not  void  of  interest, 
and  if  we  succeed  in  directing  to  it  the  attention  of  the  profession,  aod 
any  practical  good  thereby  shall  result,  the  end  we  have  in  "view,  iQ 
making;  this  communication,  will  be  attained." 
Westmoreland  Co.,  Va.,  April  \^th,  1838. 

P.  S.— In  pursuance  of  my  design  (made  known  to  you  some  twae 
nnce)  in  regard  to  botanical  research,  I  would  here  remark,  that  1  have 
found  the  balm  of  Gihad  tree,  or  balsam  tree,  growing  in  this  county  lo 
perfection,  and  it  seems  may  be  as  useful  in  materia  medica  as  ever  it  was 
in  the  land  of  Gilead  or  the  plains  of  Jericho.  A  green  twig  or  small 
branch,  inserted  in  the  ground,  will  grow  and  flourish. 

HIGH   MORTALITY  OF    FOUNDLINGS  BROUGHT  UP  BY    THE  HANft 

COMPARED  WITH  THE  MORTALITY    OF  THOSE  SUCKLED. 
Number  of  foundlings  at  Parthenay,  153  ;  died  in  one  year,  54 ;  death 
out  of  100  born,  35.  . 

Number  of  foundlings  at  X ,  244;  died  in  one  year,  197;  JeatW 

out  of  100  born,  80. 

Of  655  children  received  at  X ,  only  66  lived  12  yean. 
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Struck  with  the  enormous  mortality  at  X ,  the  Abbe  Gaillard 

ascertained  that  the  children  were  equally  well   attended  at  the  two 

places,  but  that  at  X the  children  were  brought  up  by  hand,  instead 

of  being  suckled,  as  at  Pathenay.     The  greater  number  of  deaths  at 

X took  place  in  the  first  month  after  birth  ;  and  the  mortality  was 

at  a  maximum  in  autumn,  a  fact  confirmed  by  many  years  observation  at 
X—*—,  and  other  establishments,  where  the  children  are  not  supplied 
with  natural  food. 

Deatba, 

Months.  Births.  0—30  days. 

December      -  -  -         17         -•--7 

January  -         -  -  16        ----5 

February  -  .  -  28  -  -  -  -  3 
March  ----  23  ----9 
April       --         -  .         20----6 

May       -        -         -  .         18        ....         7 

June       ..         -  -  18        ----3 

July       ...  .  18         -         -•         -        10 

August  .  -  -         30        -         -        -        -       26 

September  --  7.        .-.4 

October        -         -  -         29        -        -        -        -      22 

November    -         -  -         20----14 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  of  244  children  brought  to  the  hos- 
pice in  five  years,  116  died  in  the  course  of  the  first  month=48  per 
cent.  ;  that  of  123  children  born  between  January  and  June,  33  died  ia 
the  first  month;  while  83  died  out  of  121,  born  between  July  and  De- 
cember. In  the  first  months  of  the  year  the  mortality  was  27,  in  the 
last  six  montlis  67  per  cent. ;  of  100  children  born  between  January  and 
June,  73  survived  the  first  month ;  between  July  and  December  only 
31  survived. 

The  mortality  is  raised  by  extreme  cold ;  in  November  and  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  out  of  29  children  admitted,  19  died  in  the  first  month  after 
admission;  in  July  and  August  of  the  same  year,  11  died  in  the  fiist 
month  out  of  25  admitted. 

These  facts  show  very  decidedly  the  evil  consequences  of  denying 
infants  their  natural  food,  and  furnish  another  argument  against  the  fatal 
practices  of  those  heartless  mothers  who  abandon,  or  refuse  to  suckle 
their  own  ofrspring.«— JVom  Recherches  sur  hs  Enfans  irauvesy  par  M. 
UAbbi  Gaillard. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
BOSTON,    MAY    9,    1838. 


A  MII«1ERAL  NOSE. 


Dr.  Harwood,  an  erohient  dentist  of  this  city,  has  certainly  accomplish- 
ed 0Oiii«thing  new  under  the  sun  ;  he  has  made  an  artificial  nose  for  a 
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shockioglj  deformed  yoaDg  man,  beloaging  to  Spencer,  in  tbe  Countj  cf 
Worcester,  which  can  hardly  be  diatinguinhed,  on  pretty  cloae  exunioa- 
tion,  from  a  genuine  nasal  organ.  When  the  patient  was  six  weeks  oM, 
while  lying  upon  his  back  in  the  cradle,  a  spark  from  the  fire  ignited  the 
cloth  spread  over  his  face,  which  was  so  horribly  burned  that  the  eiUire 
nose,  even  to  the  ossa  nasi  or  bridge  bones  above  the  cartilage,  sloughed 
off  level  with  the  cheeks.  The  expression  of  this  unfortunate  being, 
now  perhaps  twenty  years  of  age,  was  disagreeable  in  the  extreme.  He 
came  to  Boston,  ostensibly,  we  understand,  for  undergoing  the  Taliaco- 
tian  operation  ;  but  the  breadth  of  surface  between  the  eyebrows  and 
hair  being  rather  small.  Dr.  Lewis,  who  was  consulted,  was  convinced 
that  the  chance  of  success  was  a  limited  one,  and  he  therefore  recom- 
mended him  to  allow  Dr,  Harwood  to  attempt  a  plan,  altogether  new  ia 
this  country,  of  constructing  an  artificial  nose,  of  a  mineral  sobstaace 
commonly  used  in  dental  surgery  for  artificial  gums.  The  ingenuity  of 
this  gentleman  has  surpassed  the  expectations  of  those  who  have  watched 
his  benevolent  exertions.  The  new  nose  is  superior  in  appearance  to 
those  usually  constructed  by  the  Taliacotian  method.  But  separately 
from  this  consideration,  the  patient  had  been  saved  from  a  series  of  pro- 
tracted sufferings  under  the  knife  ;  and,  on  this  account,  every  friend  of 
humanity  will  rejoice  in  the  success  which  has  marked  the  under- 
taking. In  order  to  keep  the  new  facial  apparatus  always  snugly  is 
place,  a  pair  of  spectacles  are  indispensable  accompaniments.  For  tiie 
sake  of  others,  it  obviously  devolves  upon  Dr.  Harwood  to  favor  the  pro- 
fessional public,  at  least,  with  a  detailed  report  of  the  manner  in  whick 
this  important  artificial  appendage  of  the  face  was  fabricated  and  kept 
in  proper  position. 

MEDICINE  IN  TURKEY. 

Although  a  translation  of  Dr.  Oppenheim's  essay  on  the  state  of  medi- 
cine, and  on  the  prevailing  diseases  of  European  and  Asiatic  Turkey, 
appeared  some  months  ago  in  a  foreign  publication,  and,  in  an  abridged 
form,  recently  appeared  in  Dr.  Bell's  Eclectic  Journal,  it  will  bear  still 
further  circulation.  Notwithstanding  a  free  correspondence  with  men  of 
intelligence,  physicians,  missionaries,  and  those  who  have  long  resided 
in  Turkish  cities,  and  who  have  been  supposed  to  have  had  uncommon 
opportunities  for  gaining  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  native  practi- 
tioners, and  the  real  state  of  the  science  of  medicine.  Dr.  Oppenheta 
has  revealed  more  than  was  ever  before  known  on  the  subject,  and  at  the 
same  time  explains  the  true  cause  of  the  low  ebb  at  which  niedicioe 
stands— -and,  finally,  shows  himself  to  be  a  man  of  great  prudence  as 
well  as  indomitable  perseverance. 

"  The  practitioners  of  medicine  in  Turkey  are  of  various  kinds  and 
orders— -Turks,  Greeks,  Jews,  and  Franks  or  Europeans.  The  native, 
or  Turkish  doctors,  are,  to  a  man,  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  medi- 
cal science,  and  the  slaves  of  the  most  blind  empiricism  or  grossest  su- 
perstition. Anatomy  is  totally  unknown  and  unpractised,  and  must  be 
so  while  the  existing  religion  is  strictly  maintained.  To  the  Turks, 
however  regardless  of  life,  every  dead  body  is  sacred.  The  opening  of 
dead  bodies  is  expressly  forbid  by  tbe  Koran,  *  even  should  the  dead 
person  have  swallowed  the  most  costly  pearl,  which  did  not  belong  to 
him.'     There  is  admitted  no  exception  to  this,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
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pregnant  woman  dying  while  the  child  gives  signs  of  life  ;  In  which  case 
the  Caesarean  operation  is  permitted.  The  present  Sultan,  it  is  true,  haa 
had  published,  by  special  command,  a  large  work  on  anatomy  and  medi- 
cine, containing  numerous  anatomical  plates  ;  but  we  are  told  by  Dr. 
Oppenheim,  that  even  this  imperfect  substitute  for  dissections  is  nol 
known  to  a  single  practitioner  in  the  empire,  except  the  immediate  papil» 
of  the  school  recently  established  in  Constantinople.'^ 

It  seems  that,  honorable  as  the  Turk  is  proverbially  said  to  be  in  all 
mercantile  transactions,  when  it  comes  to  the  matter  of  health,  his  dis- 
honesty is  equally  characteristic. 

^^  The  sick  Turk  promises  much,  but  the  cured  one  pays  little.  (Jtfe- 
didsin  mwhxa^  8fc.)  He  rarely  pays  for  anything  more  than  the  medi- 
cine ;  and,  as  the  physician  most  general ly.makea  that  up  himself,  he 
regulates  his  charge  accordingly.  If  the  patient  dies,  there  is  but  little 
chance  of  the  physician  receiving  anything  for  his  trouble  ;  and,  if  he 
recovers,  he  soon  forgets  both  disease  and  doctor.  These  remarks,  how- 
ever, apply  only  to  the  native  practitioners  ;  the  Frank  or  European 
physician  is  almost  always  adequately  remunerated,  though  the  Turk 
does  not  reward  the  skill  of  the  physician,  but  only  pays  for  the  actual 
labor  bestowed  on  him.  This  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  name  given 
to  the  physician's  honorarium  (Ajakderesi,/oo<-moneif),  which  is  put  into 
his  hand,  on  his  departure,  by  the  patient's  servant,  and  amounts  gene- 
rally to  a  half  or  a  whole  marmtidt^,  a  gold  coin  worth  from  twenty  to 
forty  Turkish  piastres,  and  equal  to  from  two  to  four  of  our  German  dol- 
lars (from  five  to  twelve  shillings,  English) ;  besides  this,  the  physician's 
servant,  in  most  cases,  receives  as  hak»chMch  (drinking  money),  a  barhut^ 
the  least  Turkish  gold  coin,  and  equal  to  about  six  German  groschen 
(about  one  shilling,  Enelish).  When  these  Ajakderesi  are  not  tendered 
on  the  first  or  second  visit,  the  physician  does  nol  repeat  the  visit  till  his 
fees  have  been  sent  him,  and  he  is  again  invited  to  renew  his  attendance. 
In  many  cases,  also,  the  attendance  is  not  paid  for  till  after  the  cure, 
which  is  particularly  the  case  in  attendance  at  the  harem. 

'*  In  important  cases,  particularly  in  such  as  require  energetic  mea- 
suresy  or  in  cases  of  surgical  operations,  specific  bargains  are  made,  and 
these  are  sometimes  settled  in  presence  of  the  cadi.  In  cases  of  this 
kind,  the  physician  engages  Co  cure  the  patient  within  a  given  time,  for  a 
stated  sum  to  be  paid  to  him  after  the  recovery.  In  these  cases,  the 
Turks  are  constantly  cheated  by  the  Greeks,  as  they  refuse  to  delay  the 
payment  till  after  the  cure,  and  insist  on  receiving  a  third  or  even  the 
half  of  the  stipulated  sum  in  advance,  well  knowing  that  the  chances 
are,  not  that  the  patient  will  recover,  but  that  he  will  die,  and  that  the 
doctor  will  then  lose  any  unpaid  part  of  the  sum  agreed  on." 

The  sacredness  of  the  harem  is  such,  that  Dr.  Oppenheim's  account  of 
his  own  feelings  and  observations  will  be  read  with  interest. 

'^  Like  every  one  else,  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  judge  from  expe- 
rience of  the  beauty  of  the  Circassian  and  Georgian  women,  who  are 
brought  in  their  earliest  youth  to  Constantinople  to  be  sold,  and  thence 
sent  into  every  part  of  the  Sultan's  dominions,  either  to  perform  the 
menial  offices  in  the  harems,  or  to  bear  children  to  their  lords.  I  was 
also  very  desirous  to  see  the  interior  arrangement  and  management  of 
these  female  colonies  ;  and  fortune  soon  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of 
satisfying  my  curiosity.  The  favorite  wife  of  the  Kiaja-Bey  (commer- 
cial agent)  of  the  governor  of  Adrianople,  had  been  sick  for  three  days, 
and  the  Pasha,  who  placed  implicit  confidence  in  me,  declarcui^l  could 
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most  certainly  cure  her,  if  permitted  to  aee  her.    The  Kiaja-Bej,  to 
whom  I  was  not  personally  known,  sent  to  request  me  to  accompany  hk 
Harem-Kiaja,  a  black  eunuch,  to  his  harem,  which  lay  at  more  than  a 
qaarler  of  a  league  from  his  house.     We  proceeded  to  a  low  door,  which 
was  opened  on  our  knocking,  and  were  admitted  into  a  garden  :  here  I 
found  an  airy  pavilion,  the  coolness  of  which  was  preserved  by  a  magnifi- 
cent fountain  and  cascades.     In  this  delightful  spot  I  was  invited  to  rest, 
and  served  with  coflTee  and  a  pipe,  while  my  arrival  was  announced. 
Ader  a  delay  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  was  conducted  through  the  gwr^ 
den  to  a  second  door,  where  I  was  received  by  a  veiled  woman,  the  so* 
perjntendent   or   portress  of  the   harem,   who   likewise   conducted   me 
through  a  garden  into  the  building  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  use  of 
the  women  ;  when  a  number  of  slaves  and  children,  white  and  black, 
crowded  round  me  with  eager  curiosity,  or  peeped  from  behind  the  coi^ 
tains.     At  last  the  sick  chamber  was  opened  to  me  ;  a  neat  little  apart- 
ment with  red  furniture  and  closed  curtains.     The  fair  patient  was  lyii^ 
on  cushions  arranged  on  the  carpeted  floor,  close  to  an  ottoman,  and 
covered  from  head  to  foot  with  a  white  cloth,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
leave  the  beholder  in  actual  doubt  of  her  presence.     I  was  directed  to 
take  a  seat  on  the  ottoman  nearest  to  the  head  of  the  couch,  and  all  the 
curious  attendants  were  dismissed,  leaving  in  the  apartment,  besides  my- 
self and  interpreter,  only  the  two  children  of  the  sick  lady,  of  four  aod 
five  years  of  age,  and  an  old  nurse.     The  patient  answered  ray  questioiis 
thi'ough  the  veil  without  hesitation  or  prudery  ;  even  such  as  would  not 
have  been  considered  by  young  ladies  in  Europe  as  very  agreeable. 
When  I  expressed  a  desire  to  feel  her  pulse,  two  pretty  white  hands 
were  protruded  from  under  the  covering  ;  and,  when  I  asked  to  see  her 
tongue,  the  patient  slightly  raised  her  veil,  yet  in  such  a  manner   as  to 
allow  me  to  obtain  a  glance  of  the  features  of  a  most  lovely  brunette, 
that  could  scarcely  have  reached  her  twentieth  year.     She,  however,  m- 
stantly  after  shrunk  back  under  the  drapery,  like  a  snail  into  its  shell, 
and  requested  I  ^  would  now  leave  the  room,  and  address  any  further 
questions  to  the  nurse,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  her,  state.     I  was 
consequently  conducted  by  the  nurse  into  the  selamiick,  the  anticbamber 
of  the  master,  and  I  was  again  treated  with  coffee  and  a  pipe." 

If  possible,  we  shall  make  room  for  a  few  more  extracts  at  some  Aitore 
period. 

A  JVcw  Magnetic  Electrical  Machine. — A  short  time  since  we  noticed 
briefly  a  new  machine  of  this  description,  of  surprising  power,  invented 
by  Dr.  Charles  G.  Page,  of  this  city.  He  has  since  shown  us  another 
new  form  of  this  instrument,  operating  upon  an  entirely  new  principle, 
based  upon  a  discovery  made  by  him  some  months  since.  The  machioo 
is  yery  simple  in  its  construction,  and  though  of  small  dimensions,  ex- 
hibits some  of  the  most  brilliant  and  pleasing  illustrations  in  the  whole 
routine  of  galvanic  science.  The  machine  is  convertible  at  once  from  a 
superb  magneto-electric  machine,  into  a  rotary  electro-magnetic  ygine,  i 
revolving  with  astonishing  rapidity.  The  whole  operation  is  produced 
by  a  small  electro-magnet,  weighing  half  a  pound.  The  shocks  frooi 
this  magnet  are  so  intense  that  a  person  standing  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
apparatus  receives  it  through  the  floor.  This  instrument  presents  the 
application  of  three  original  discoveries  made  by  Dr.  Page,  via.,  a  new 
method  of  applying  electro-magnetism  as  a  moving  power^  a  magnet  of 
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saperior  power  and  new  constructioD,  culled  by  him  the  Compound  Elec- 
tro-Magnet ;  and,  lastly,  the  method  of  increasing,  to  a  great  degree, 
the  magnetic  electrical  properties  of  a  magnet  thus  made.  Among  other 
wonderful  results  from  this  arrangement,  is  the  production  of  shocks  and 
sparks,  by  the  simple  application  of  a  lamp  to  a  piece  of  bismuth  and 
antimony.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  this  instrument  at  the 
shop  of  Daniel  Davis,  Jr.,  philosophical  instrument  maker,  No.  1 1  Corn- 
hill,  who  prepares  a  very  neat  magnetic  machine  for  the  application  of 
galvanism  as  a  remedial  agent,  which  we  would  recommend  to  our  medi- 
cal brethren  who  place  confidence  in  the  use  of  galvanism  as  a  stimulus. 
This  instrument  exhibits  such  a  striking  advance  above  all  other  produc-< 
tions  of  a  like  nature  in  this  country  or  in  Europe,  that  we  apprehend  it 
will  be  viewed  with  no  small  degree  of  interest  by  the  lovers  of  science 
throughout  the  world. 


Comvliment  to  Dr.  Rodgers. — The  pupils  of  Dr.  David  L.  Rodgers,  of 
New  York,  have  complimented  him  in  a  way  that  must  have  been  grati- 
fying to  his  feelings.  A  pair  of  elegant  silver  pitchers  were  presented 
to  him  a  (ew  days  ago  in  the  saloon  of  the  Astor  house,  in  the  presence 
of  a  select  number  of  friends.  From  the  character  of  the  address  de- 
livered on  the  occasion  by  Dr.  Archer,  Dr.  Rodgers  mtiat  be  greatly  be- 
loved by  those  who  have  had  the  happiness  of  being  under  his  care  in 
pursuing  the  study  of  medicine.  Dr.  R.  r^ires  from  practice,  having 
purchased  an  estate  near  Geneva  lake,  whicPlie  intends  to  make  his  fu- 
ture residence.       

Medical  Miscellany. — The  Governor  of  Maine  has  authorized  Dr.  C* 
T.  Jackson  to  continue  the  geological  survey  of  the  State  ;  and  Dr. 
Stevenson,  of  Portland,  has  been  appointed  assistant  geologist. — A 
volume  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  J.  Ray,  M.D.,  is  in  course  of  pub- 
lication by  Little  &  Brown,  of  Boston.  Dr.  Dunglison,  also,  has  a  new 
work  in  press. — Sulphuret  of  lime  has  been  much  used,  of  late,  in  diseases 
of  the  skin,  in  Liverpool. — The  medical  school  of  Maine  is  exceedingly 
prosperous  at  this  time.  The  number  of  students  attending  lectures  is 
seventy-seven. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association 
was  held  at  the  College,  Mason  Street,  on  Monday  last. — Havana  ia 
represented  to  have  been  remarkably  unfavorable  for  invalids  the  past 
winter.  It  is  thought  more  foreign  sick  visiters  had  died  in  the  time  this 
unfortunate  class  of  visiters  usually  reside  there,  than  ever  occurred  be-  . 
fore  in  the  same  period  of  time. — Groton  oil  has  been  successfully  em- 
ployed, as  an  external  application,  in  laryngitis  complicated  with  bron- 
chocele. — A  case  of  incessant  vomiting,  during  pregnancy,  which  termi- 
nated fatally,  from  actual  starvation,  in  the  fourth  month,  recently  occur- 
red in  the  practice  of  Dr.  J.  Johnson,  of  London.  Creosote  has  been 
of  great  service  in  less  severe  cases  of  the  same  nature. — Dr.  Luzen- 
berg,  of  New  Orleans,  lately  performed  the  operation  for  cataract  on  a 
female  Seminole  prisoner  who  was  born  blind.  The  blessing  of  sight 
was  immediately  enjoyed  by  the  patient. — The  yellow  fever  is  again  said 
to  be  prevalent  at  Havana. — M.  Magendie  has  been  very  successful  in 
treating  tic  douloureux  by  electricity.  He  passes  the  current  over  the 
nerves  affected  by  means  of  platina  needles.  In  some  instances  one 
single  application  has  cured  the  patient.  Six  trials  perfectly  restored  a 
lady  who  had  safibred  dreadfully  for  three  years. 
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To  CoRii«8PowDBiiT9.— Dr.  Comstock's  report  of  a  ctse,  and  Dr.ToodnkBA 
commuBication  on  medical  botany,  were  received  too  late  for  this  No. 

DrBD,--At  Newberry  District,  S.  C,  Dr.  Elyah  Gates,  a  native  of  Maasidii- 
aetts,  and  graduate  of  Harvard  University. 

Whole  nuin%6r  of  deatha  In  Boston,  for  the  week  ending  May  5,  34.    Males,  a^-Pemala,  It 

Consumption,  5— dropsy  on  the  brain,  3— teething,  S— rheuroatlsm  In  the  stomach,  l-searlM fern, 
ft'-loflammatory  fever,  1— Inflammation  of  the  lungs,  9— disease  of  the  bcmln,  1— eijilpslit,  I-i^ 
pleiy,  l^lnflammatlon  of  the  brain,  l—marasmus,  I— suicide,  l~delirlum  tremees,  1-cMen  » 
fkntam,  I— drepiy  in  the  bead,  1— dropsy  on  the  cheat,  1— fits,  1— old  age,  1— choleta,  hUtosi,  I-» 
flamioatlon  of  the  stomach,  l^stillbom,  4. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thi  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  imtncliai 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  wiUitaiii 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  chore.  Insirnction,  by  lectures  or  examiotlioBi,  wil  K 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chcmlatxy ,  by  Da.  Cnivnt^ 
On  Physiology.  Paihology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  M«dica,  -  -    "     Dt.  WiO. 

On  the  Prinelplesand  Practice  of  Surgery, **    Da-Orii. 

On  Anatomy, •«     ShuUm. 

The  atudenu  are  provided  with  a  room  In  Dr.  Lewis's  honse,  where  they  have  accen  toi  liifi- 
llbmry,  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring »ABOwled|K  oTAMi^ 
my  are  not  inferior  to  any  In  the  country. 
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convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  Inquiries  and  «n*^ 
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VARIETIES,  OR  ANOMALOUS  DISEASES    (Cohclvdso). 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,—"  In  order  fully  to  investigate  any  subject  with  advantage,"  says 
the  wortliy  Dr.  Abernethy,  ''  a  great  deal  of  collateral  knowledge  is 
required,  which  serves,  like  light  shining  from  various  places,  to  itlumi- 


f      nate  the  object  of  our  researches."     1  can  never  assure  myself  that  any 

j  effort  of  mine  will  throw  light  on  the  subject  or  object  of  tumors,  since 
it  has  been  treated  by  the  ability  of  an  Abernethy,  a  Baillie,  and  a 
Warren ;  and  yet  I  feel  constrained   to  throw  my  little  mite  into  the 

[  common  stock  of  varieties,  with  the  fond  hope  that,  if  it  does  no  more, 
.   it  will  induce  some  one  to  do  the  same.     In  calling  two  or  three  diseases 

i  anomalous,  I  only  mean  to  signify  that  sucli  is  tlieir  character,  as  at 
present  advised  by  the  symptoms  and  the  final  result.  In  regard  to  the 
jirst  case  (see  last  week's  Journal),  we  should  be  inclined  to  pronounce 

I  it  a  case  of  phlebitis,  were  it  not  for  the  peculiar  symptoms  attending 
it.  We  do  hope,  at  least,  that  it  will  elicit  inquiry  on  the  part  of  some 
of  your  able  correspondents.     The  third  case,  which  is  also  sent  you,  is 

I      one  of  a  different  description,  being  a  case  of  rabid  appetite  and  rapid 

[      emaciation,  but  at  present  hopefully  recoverintr. 

I  Case  2.     "  Some  time  in  September,  1837, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs. 

I.,  and  on  examination  I  asceitained  that,  about  three  weeks  previous^ 
she  bad  been  attacked  with  pain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  left  kidney  and 
7      spleen.     As  the  pain  continued  for  several  days,  with  little  or  no  abate- 
'      ment,  and   her  husband  became  solicitous  of  medical  aid,  the  family 
I      physician  (Dr.  C.)  was  called ;  who,  being  at  a  loss  for  the  locality  of 
I      the  disease,  believed  that  it  proceeded  from  a  local  affection,  which  had 
I      occasioned  fever,  and  a  disturbance  of  the  system.     He  determined, 
'      however,  upon  a  general  antiphlogistic  course.     He  bled,  cupped,  and 
directed  a  cathartic  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  every  other  morning.     Oq 
two  subsequent  visits,  the  bleeding  and  cupping  were  repeated,  which, 
I      with  fomentations  to  the  affected  side,  and  a  solution  of  sulphate  of 
morphine  to  alleviate  pain  and  procure  sleep,  constituted  the  principal 
features  of  the  treatment.     Circumstances  made  it  necessary  for  the 
attending  physician  to  leave  the  neighborhood,  and  in  a  day  or  two  1 
nvas  called  again.     I  found  her  laboring  under  great  prostration,  excru- 
ciating pain,  and,  to  all  appearance,  hectic  fever.    The  course  of  deple- 
tion  bad  evidently  been  pushed  far  enough,  but  every  means  bad  as  yet 
proved  ineffisctual.    I  advised  the  application  of  •  blister,  and  a  contin- 
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uance  of  the  sulphate  of  morphine,  ,aDd  also  some  gentle  catbaitie, 
vrhen  the  bowels  required  it.     On  my  uexi  visit  (three  days  after),  I 
understood  that  the  blister  had  given  some  relief;  but  from  a  recurrence 
of  the  pain,  1  was  induced  to  think  that  the  apparent  improvement  was 
not  likely  to  be  permanent.     A  tumor  had  made  its  appearance  in  ber 
side,  and  upon   pressure   pain  was  felt,  leading  to  the  suspicion  thalaa 
abscess  was  about  to  be  formed.     Fully  impressed  with  this  belief,  and 
that  when  formed,  it  would   point  and  break  externally,  I  directed  t 
poultice  of  chamomile,  and,  in  other  respects,  the  same  treatment  to  be 
cofiiinued.     Two  days  subsequently  to  this  visit,  I  was  called  in  haste, 
and  informed  that  the  '  tumor  had  bur^ted,'  and  was  dischai^ing  im- 
mense quantities  of  ptis  by  the  mouthy  and  had  almost   produced  sufi>- 
cation.     When  I  arrived  the  tumor  liad  not  entirely  subsided,  but  m 
so  reduced  in  size,  as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible.     She  labored  under 
incessant  coii|hing,  and  large  quantities  of  pus  continued  to  be  expecn^ 
rated.     In  a  lew  days  the  cough  ceased,  the  pain  departed,  and  eveij 
unfavorable  symptom  disappeared.     Mrs.  I.  is  now  well,  having  neither 
pulmonary  nor  any  disease  of  the  chest.     It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state 
ttiat  on  my  second  visit,  when   I  first  discovered  an  enlargement  of  the 
side,  Mrs.  I.  had  a  slight  cough*,  which  she  attributed   to  a  cold  coi- 
tracted  a  day  or  two   before,  whilst  lying  under  a  window  exposed  tot 
draught  of  air,  but  which  she  did  not  consider  worthy    of  atteoiioe. 
But  up  to  this  period,  there  was  neither  pain,  couvh,  nor  any  otber 
symptom  that  would  warrant  a   belief  in  there  being  any  disease  d 
the  chest. 

"  This  case,  to  the  practitioner  of  medicine,  is  deemed  to  be  interest- 
ing in  several  points  of  view.  In  the  first  instance,  it  was  difficult,  if  act 
impossible,  to  arrive  at  any  correct  conclusion  as  to  the  diitgnosts.i)i  ibe 
disease.  The  pain  had  assumed  a  position  between  the  spleen  ad 
kidney  of  the  left  side,  which  must  of  necessity  have  involved  us  ii 
doiibt  as  to  its  locality;  and  the  healthy  performance  of  the  abdoinimi 
functions  seemed  to  embarrass  the  physician  still  more»  and  prevent  i 
decision  upon  the  true  character  of  the  disease.  We  are  disposed  dov 
to  ask,  by  what  channel  could  the  contents  of  the  tumor  in  the  side  be 
exhibited  ab  ore  ?  A  sugt^estion  has  been  offered  (and  from  no  infe- 
rior authority^,  that  the  abscest  was  formed  in  the  IttngSy  and  the  tuasr 
created  mainly  by  the  pressure  of  the  abscess  dotcnward.  Let  ii  be  « 
it  may,  we  have  felt  anxious  to  call  the  attention  of  the  faculty  tod» 
case,  and  we  have  ventured  to  call  the  case  an  anomalous  one." 

The  plan  I  proposed  some  time  since  in  reference  to  vegetable  pith 
ductions  having  medical  properties,  and  found  in  the  numerous  counties 
of  Virginia,  can  only  be  effected  by  me  in  a  slight  and  scattering  way; 
but  I  could  sincerely  hope  to  see  it  done  by  some  one  possessed  of  nioie 
leisure  and  perseverance,  and  more  ample  means  of  examining  the  diffpiciC 
portions  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  this  county  (Westmoreland)  there  ait 
two  sorts  of  excellent  snaJceroot^  an  abundance  of  common  mallow  (main 
sylvestris),  and  also  of  pleurisy  root  (asclepias  tuberosa).  In  r^rd  n 
the  balm  of  Gilead,  mentioned  in  my  last  communication,  it  ts  said 
<<  never  to  be  obtaiined  gpuuine  in  Europe/-  and  this  may  be  admitted , 
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but  as  to  the  balm  of  baham  tree  (acnyris  Gileadensis),  that  grows  and 
flourishes  in  this  region  (though  not  abundant).  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  "  the  signs  of  goodness  are  not  fallacious."  Indeed  we  have  teal** 
niony  to  its  efficacy  in  several  cases.  H.  F. 

WtHmordand  Co^  Va.y  April  Utk,  1838. 

The  following  brief  sketch  of  the  third  ease  I  promised,  is  in  sum 
and  substance  as  I  received  it  from  a  truly  estimable  young  physician  of 
Hanover^  formerly  of  fVesimoreland  and  Essex. 

A  colored  girl,  about  14,  living  in  Essex  Co.  (a  part  of  which  lies 

athwart  the  Rappahannock,  opposite  Westmoreland),  came  under  my 

care  some  time  in   1837.     She  was  below  the  ordinary  sine,  naturally 

lean  and  delicate,  and  always  noticeable  for  the  keenness  of  her  appetiieu 

She  had  been  affected  quite  early  with  incontinence  of  urine ;  but  on 

becoming  diseased  at  the  time  i  was  called  to  see  her,  lier  appetite  be** 

came  so  rabid  that  she  would  actually  devour  pecks  of  green  fruit,  amii 

even  dead  rata  and  chickens  ;  and  such  a  secretion  of  urine  took  place 

that  she  was  known  to  discharge  gallons  in  thd   night  season,  and  a 

great  quaniity  in  the  day  time.     There  was  also  a  discliai^e  of  great 

quantities  of  feculent  and  undigested  matter,     Tlie  principal  features  of 

the  treatment  which  I  adopted,  consisted  in  the  use  of  the  bhie  pili ; 

iodine,  in  a  decoction  of  sarsapariila  ;  the  warm  bath,  and  tartar  emetic 

applied  to  the  abdomen  to  remove  the  scurf.     But  notwitbstandiiig,  ^he 

rapkUy  became  emaciated,  and  was  soon  reduced  to  a  complete  skele>- 

too.     At  the  samo  time,  she  bad  strength  enough  to  help  herself  u|^, 

i     and  even  walk  aboul  Hie  room.     Ulcers  appeared  about  the  gluteal  hmis^ 

i     ciea,  and  a  whitlow  prevailed  to  the  destruction  of  a  portion  of  the  bane, 

I     and  yet  she  seemed  to  experience  little  or  no  pain  therefrom.     Her  feel 

i     at  times  became  (edematous,  and  her  color  changed  fiom  a  reddish  to  a 

I     whitish  Inie.     Her  pulse  was  weak,  though  pretty  regular.     I  have  con- 

}     eluded,  since  the  treatment,  that  she  was  affect^  with  a  real  diabetes; 

I     but  bow  this  could  prevail  in  its  proper  character  and  tendency,  iircom^ 

I     mon  with  the  other  symptoms,  appeared  mysterious.    Were  the  kidneys^ 

I     mesentery,  or  any  other  organ,  more  particularly  affected  ?     In  a  word, 

,     what  was  tlie  proper  seat  of  itie  disease?    Is  the  conjecture  well  founded 

I      that  the  stomach  had  become  displaced,  assuming  a  perpendiculiar  post* 

tion,  so  that  the  ingesta  passed  on  without  digestion  ?     How  could  nutri- 

,     tion  be  so  completely  destroyed,  and  the  girl  live?     At  present  sheia 

gaining,  but  tardily.     This  case  is  submitted  (with  too  much  breviiy,; 

perhaps),  with  the  hope  expressed  to  the  preceding  cases,  that  socaa 

able  correspondent  of  youis  wiH  take  it  up  and  give  us  a  better  diagjio^ 

tiM  tfaaa  we  possess.  li.  F. 


CA«E  OF  ACUTE  HEPATFTIB. 

To  ihe  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Swrgical  JbumaL 

Si&»— In  pursuing  medical  science,  we  ought  to  view  the  past,  the  pre- 
senl^Md,  as  fiir  aa  p«nible»  «be  future.    lA  ceMMerii^,  ike  jw^i  I  tw^fr 
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nize  anuoknown  writer  in  your  Volume  VI.  No.  15,  article  1,  on  Mobs 
Epidemiga,  who  has  spoken  so  well,  that  I  should  like  to  hear  rnn 
him  again.  His  remarks  are  fraught  with  sound  sense,  and  sci  ftiU  of 
practical  excellence,  that  he  does  the  public  injustice  by  wiiliholdio; 
bis  pen.  These  remarks  are  made,  however,  as  an  extrinsic  tiiaiter,  and 
not  as  having  any  very  particular  bearing  upon  the  case  in  hand.  Tliey 
are  indeed  designed  chiefly  as  a  tribute  of  approbation  to  the  article  re- 
ferred to,  as  an  incitement  to  your  readers  to  re-peruse  it  with  actemioo, 
and  as  a  meed  of  homage  to  a  writer  entirely  unknown  to  nie,  even  bf 
Dame. 

The  following  case  occurred  so  long  ago  as  October,  1827.  It  wouU 
probably  have  teen  offered  for  your  Journal  before,  had  not  my  noics 
of  it  been  mislaid. 

Dr.  Daniel  Hutchinson,  late  of  Lebanon,  Ct.,  was  a  corpulent  roan,  of 
large  frame,  light  complexion,  weighing  upwards  of  220  lbs.,  and  extremely 
bypcxshondriacal,  insomuch  that  from  hypochondriasis  alone  he  occa- 
sionally, for  years  before  his  death,  refused  practice,  and  confined  bini- 
self  to  bis  house.  And  then,  again,  he  would  resume  bis  professiood 
business  with  ardor  and  adequate  application.  In  some  of  his  confint- 
mentSf  the  present  writer  was  consulted,  and  has  seen  him  undergo  tbe 
douche^  or  cold  bucketing.  This  was  a  remedy  resorted  to  for  weak 
nerves,  Baccid  muscles,  and  low  spirits ;  but  whether  by  his  own  pre> 
scription,  or  by  some  of  his  other  medical  advisers,  is  unknown,  at  least 
to  me.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  was  not  by  my  advice.  Besides  km- 
stlf  and  myself,  he  had  various  other  medical  advisers,  prescribers,  aid 
phlebotoniists.  Nor  do  I  recollect  ever  having  bled  him,  until  1  was  ub* 
expectedly  called  to-  him  in  bis  last  sickness.  This  was  in  Octobo. 
In  the  July  preceding,  be  had  what  was  supposed  to  be  an  inflammaika 
of  the  kidneys.  For  more  than  a  month  he  had  a  pain  in  the  neplmbc 
region,  for  which  be  was  bled  twelve  timeSy  and  took  various  antiphlo- 
gistic remedies,  as  well  as  some  that  were  adapted  to  tbe  cure  of 
nephritic  calculi.  He  so  far  recovered  as  to  regain  strength  and  appe- 
tite, and  rode  out  several  times.  He  had,  in  this  illness,  never  appa- 
rently lost  flesh,  nor  become  in  the  least  emaciated,  although  he  lost 
about  a  dozen  pounds  in  his  weight.  This  was,  perhaps,  about  tbs 
amount  lost  in  blood  by  tbe  twelve  bleedings. 

Matters  were  thus  situated,  when,  on  October  9th,  he  left  his  siet 
room,  at  night,  for  his  usual  lodging  apartment.  After  eating  his  break- 
fast, next  day,  he  was  seized  about  9  or  10  o'clock  with  a  most  vtokat 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver.  At  about  I  o*clork,  P.  M.,  on  that 
day,  I  was  summoned  to  visit  him,  during  a  great  fall  of  rain.  1  fouad 
the  doctor  lying  on  bis  bed,  in  extreme  pain.  I  examined  tlie  pained 
apot  by  slightly  pressing  the  hepatic  region,  which  was  somewhat  tender 
to  the  touch,  and  to  which  the  pain  was  confined.  I  counted  hb  pulse 
before  prescribing  anything,  and  found  it  at  90  in  a  minute.  It  was  so 
full  that  bloodletting  seemed  urgently  indicated.  Still,  taking  into  coo- 
aideration  tbe  number  of  times  that  be  bad  been  bled,  witbio  the  last 
two  or  three  months,  I  hesitated  in  resorting  to  the  lancet.  He  bad 
taken  some  anodyne  medicine  before  my  arrival,  and  to  this  I  added  a 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Case  of  Acute  Hepatitis.  S3S 

fiill  dose  or  laudanum,  say  50  drops,  mib  a  teaspoonM  of  Titriolie 
etlier.     Waiting  its  efiects,  he  grew  no  easier,  and,  with  his  approba- 
tion, I  then  drew  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  his  arm.     Tliis  mitigated 
tbe  pain ;  after  which   1  staid  with  him  nearly  an  hour,  when  he  ex- 
pressed his  sense  of  relief,  and  remarked  to  me  that  I  had  hit  his  case^ 
Upon  my  taking  leave,  he  desired  me  to  visit  him  again  next  day.     But 
]  had  left  him  scarcely  an  hour,  when  I  was  desired  to  see  him  again, 
the  pain  having  returned  with  great  violence.     I  may  here  remark  that 
'     the  blood  drawn  upon  my  6rst  visit  was  bufftft  as  it  is  commonly  termed| 
although,  when  the  inAamfnatory  surface  or  crust  is  of  a  pigeon  color, 
as  in  the  present  instance,  this  term  is  not  a  very  appropriate  one.     The 
doctor  now  remarked,  that  he  did   not  like   the  pigeon-colored  bvff^ 
^     which,  as  be  said,  was  half  an  inch  thick  on  the  blood  I  had  drawn,  and 
that  he  must  be  bled  again.     I  applied  a  ligature  to  the  same  arm,  and 
'     from  the  same  orifice  let  the  blood  flow  to  about  14  ounces.     This 
'     second  bleeding  did  not  mitigate  the  pain.     The  blood  drawn  did  not 
'     exhibit  so  high  a  degree  of  inflammation  as  tbe  flrst.     He  was  faint  at 
i     its  stoppage. 

f  About  sunset,  his  son,  a  student  of  medicine,  and  the  professional 
i  genilenian  with  whom  he  was  studying,  arrived.  ,  A  cathartic  course 
f  was  now  resorted  to.  Calomel,  senna,  salts,  croton  oil,  castor  oil,  and 
I  injections,  were  fully  tried ;  but  all  without  eflfect.  Nothing  could  be 
i:  made  to  move  the  contents  of  the  alvine  canal.  The  enemata  came 
i  away  without  fetor.  At  my  first  visit  1  inquired  whether  tbe  pain  shot 
i  upwards  to  tbe  shoulder,  and  the  doctor  said  that  it  did  not ;  but  on  my 
I  second  visit  he  informed  me  that  this  was  the  case.  It  afterwards 
I  darted  downwards  and  across  tbe  stomach.  But  its  seat  was  where  it 
f  6rst  began,  i.  e.  upon  the  liver,  over  which  a  large  epispastic  was  now 
I  applied.  A  pill  of  three  grains  of  opium  was  given  during  the  night; 
I  and  the  next  morning,  upon  the  arrival  of  another  of  the  profession,  the 
full  opium  course  was  decided  on,  and  carried  into  eflfect.     As  there 


I    was  at  no  time  any  febrile  heat,  there  could  be  no  possible  objection  to 
f    the  most  decided  opium  treatment. 

I        The  doctor's  x:ountenance  now  became   pale,  his  features   became 

I    sunken,  and  his  eyes  lacked  energy.     His  thighs  presented  a  mottled  or 

j    marbled  appearance.     He  had  what  is  termed  a  boking,  a  kind  of  half 

vomiting,  or  throwing  up  of  liquid,  watery,  and  dark-colored  matters, 

I    without  a  real  retching.     DiflTusible  stimulants  were  given,  and  sinapisms 

.    extensively  applied  to  the  surface.  .Ether,  brandy,  and  tinct.  lytta,  werei 

I    administered.     But  the  large  doses  of  opium  failed  of  procuring  sleep, 

and  the  stimulants  of  producing  action.     He  sank  rapidly,  and  at  about 

1  o'clock,  24  hours  after  my  having  been  first  called,  he  expired. 

Post'Mortem  Inspection. — The  body  was  examined  in  roy  presencei 
about  40  hours  after  death.  The  late  Dr.  Wistar,  whose  lectures  I  at- 
tended, used  to  impress  upon  his  class  the  great  importance  of  paying 
strict  attention  to  the  state  of  the  abdominal  viscera-i— teaching  them  that 
there  they  were  to  look  for  those  phenomena  whksh  led  to  the  cause  and 
to  the  seat  of  most  diseases  and  deaths.  And  truly  it  is  here  that  we 
find  8  great  di£&reDce  in  tbe  natural  appearanees  of  diflbrent  subjects.. 
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In  some  the  stomach  has  liide  else  to  designate  it,  as  to  sise,  than  the 
beginning  of  the  intestinal  canal ;  whilst  in  others,  a  large  bagpipe-, 
shaped  sac  presents  itself,  so  different  id  size  and  form  as  to  almost  teach 
the  beholder  that  he  is  not  inspecting  a  human  body.  The  latter  was 
the  ease  in  this  instance  ;  but  there  was  nothing  morbid,  nothing  un* 
beaUhy,  perceived  until  the  region  of  the  liver  was  examined.  The 
appearance  of  this  viscus  was  to  me  unique  and  anomalous.  It  was 
large^  but  not  enlarged^  for  the  subject  was  large.  But  on  the  convex 
surface  of  the  great  lobe,  next  the  external  integuments,  there  was  a 
icathed  spot,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  nearly  as  large  as  the  top  of  a 
amall  teansaucer.  This  spot  was  depressed,  icrinkled,  and  ermcktd.  It 
had,  at  first  view,  somewhat  the  complexion  of  having  been  parboiUd. 

Had  Dr.  H.  been  killed  by  a  stroke  of  lightning  received  horizontally 
Oif  the  rtghi  side,  this  spot  on  the  liver,  with  its  wrinkles  and  Bssures, 
would  have  fully  answered  to  my  ideas  of  such  a  catastrophe.  There 
was  a  considerable  effusion  of  serous  matters  into  the  abdomen  about 
tiie  region  of  the  liver,  and  among  the  intestines  near  it.  The  cracks 
and  fissures,  on  the  scathed  spot,  were  apparently  very  recent.  The 
whole  of  the  liver  was  yellowish  on  its  external  surface,  as  though  its 
Bieinbrane  had  received  the  whole  of  the  bile  from  the  gall-bladder,  and 
that  thus  it  had  been  inflamed  from  bUe  instead  of  blood.  This  theory 
was  corroborated  by  the  gall-bladder  being  found  empty,  and  by  two 
gall-atones  having  been  (bund  within  its  cavity,  which  might  have  choked 
the  common  duct.  They  were  of  a  conical  shape,  at  top  round,  but 
flat  at  bottom,  a  little  larger  than  the  largest  green  peas,  and  perfectly 
fmooth,  as  though  polished  by  attrition.  They  were  not  impacted  ia 
she  duct,  but  loose  in  the  cyst.  Tiie  cok)r  of  these  stones  was  black. 
The  bloodvessels,  seated  in  the  concave  part  of  the  liver,  were,  turgid 
^ith  black  blood  ;  and  I  have  an  impression  that  there  was  some  extia- 
vasated  blood,  proceeding  from  them,  seen  externally. 

The  intestinal  canal  appeared  healthy  and  pervious.  The  imposn- 
biiity  of  producing  catharsis  must,  therefore,  have  been  either  from 
paralysis  of  the  primary  passages,  destroying  the  peristaltic  motion,  or 
from  the  bile  having  been  turned  out  of  its  natural  course,  or  from  both. 
Tiie  colon  was  large,  fat,  and,  as  its  name  denotes,  empty.  One  or 
aoove  little  knots,  or  ganglia,  were  observed  on  the  external  surface  of 
the  stomach,  but  too  few  and  stnall  to  produce  any  bad  effect.  They 
were  such  as  are  seen  on  the  stomachs  of  fat  and  healthy  slaughtered 
animals. 

As  the  seat  of  the  disease  was  found  to  exist  in  the  liver,  little  etten* 
don  was  paid  to,  other  parts  of  the  body,  atid  it  was  with  i«gret  to  roe 
that  the  dissection  was  Gk)sed  without  examining  the  kidaeys,  wboee 
Dfosumed  state  of  disease  had  been  treated  by  a  dozen  bleedings. 
There  was  one  appearance  on  the  stomach  which  resembled  e  asnaB 
Mister  or  vesicatkm.  It  was  remote  from  die  liver,  however,  and  void 
of  redness.  The  liver  itself,  compared  with  the  other  viscerm,  was 
father  anwll  than  large,  and  there  were  no  signs  of  chronic  disease. 
Nothing,  indeed,  morUd  about  it  could  be  datad  beyond  the  last  sick* 
,  exoept  the  gall^^stooes.    "^t^  yellowneas  of  the  liver,  the  depressed 
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j     or  scathed  spot^  the  fissures  in  this  spot,  one  of  which  seemed  to  per- 
i     vade  the  substance  of  the  liver  the  eighth  of  an  inch,  all  bore  the  ap- 
I     pearance  of  a  recent  ort&;in.     There  Was  an  engorgement  of  the  blood- 
k     vessels  on  the  concave  or  under  part  of  it,  in  which  the  blood  bad  a 
i     black  and  grumous  appearance.     In  my  previous  notes,  I  attributed  this 
t     appearance  to  the  body's  lying  on  the  back,  which  is  well  known  some* 
times  to  produce  this  effect.     Now  what  we  have  termed  the  scathed 
I     spot  on  the  convex  part  of  the  liver,  might  have  been  an  elevation  at 
I     6rst,  from  inflammation  or  effusion,  and  the  depression,  or  sinking,  may 
t     have  been  occasioned  by  the  position  of  the  body.     Still  there  must 
j     have  been  violent  action  in  the  part  to  account  for  the  appearances. 
I     This  spot  somewhat   resembled  the  external  surface  over  it,  which  was 
i     vesicated  by  a  blistering  plaster,  but  which  did  not  fill.     The  cause  of 
;     the  pain  must  be  referred  to  a  tremendous  action  and  determination  to 
this  diseased  spot.    It  could  not  have  been  owing  to  the  gall-stones^ 
I     which  were  found,  not  ol^tructing  the  durt,  but  lying  loose  in  the  fun- 
dus of  the  gall-bladder.     Still  it  is  possible  that  they  may  have  falleo 
back  after  death.  * 

The  most  violent  spasms  do  not  leave  any  marks  of  disease  behind. 

Even  hooping  cough,  which  was.  so  severe  as  to  cause  the  death  of  a 

child,  whose  body  was  opened  by  Dr.  Wisiar,  did  not  leave  any  traces 

of  the  mischief  on  any  part  of  the  body.     Hence  the  conseqtiences 

demonstrable  must  be  referred  to  inflammation,  obstruction,  efftision, 

swelling,  emphysema,  or  gangrene,  in  most  or  all  post-mortem  inspections. 

j     As  to  gangrene,  there  were  no  internal  signs  of  it  in  the  liody  of  Dr.  H. 

I    There  wa<«,  however,  a  very  considerable  lividity  about  the  neck,  shoul- 

I     ders,  and  upper  lip. 

I  The  stomach  and  alimentary  canal  were  large,  and  the  arch  of  rlie 
I  colon  higher  up  than  I  had  ever  before  observed.  The  gall-bladder  was 
small,  compared  with  every  other  visrus,  and,  what  ivas  singular,  all  the 
.  way  of  a  bigness,  from  fundus  to  neck.  The  doctor  was  unable  to  fie 
I  on  his  back,  from  the  first  attack  to  near  the  closino;  scene,  without  a  . 
j  great  increase  of  pain.  As  to  his  mode  of  life,  he  lived  well,  but  not 
I  jntemperately.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty.  As  mental  enmtions  have 
.  a  known  effect  in  producing  and  exacerbating  hepatic  complaints,  my 
.  inquiries  were  directed  to  this  point.  But  there  did  not  appear  to  liave 
I    been  any  unusual  excitement  to  which  his  attack  could  be  referred. 

[We  are  compelled,  by  want  of  room,  to  reserve  Dr.  Comstock's ''  ra* 
marks"  on  this  case,  for  another  number. — Eo.J 


ON  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  RESPIRATORY  AND  CIRCU- 
LATING FUNCTIONS. 

ar  cBAELas  aoossa,  h.d.,  or  iraw  hatbh,  coirif. 

[Coramanlcftted  for  the  Bnftoo  Medical  «nd  Surf  lea)  Journal.] 

The  general  relation  between  the  respiratory  and  circulatins;  functionf 
Imi  loog  been  known.    It  is  usquesiioDed  that  ibe  maio  oflke  of  tbi 
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lungs  is  to  effect  that  change  in  the  blood  which  constitutes  the  dif- 
ference between  venous  and  arterial  blood  ;  and  that  the  sole  office  of 
the  right  side  of  the  heart  is  to  transnitt  the  blood  lo  the  lungs  for  the 
purpose  of  this  change.  This  process  has  been  called  oxygenaiion^ 
decarbonization,  &lc.,  according  to  different  theories  by  which  it  is  ex- 
plained ;  also  arterialization^  a  term  implying  no  theory,  but  simply  the 
fact  that  the  blood  is  thus  prepared  for  circulation  through  the  arteries  ; 
and  aeration,  which  simply  implies  that  this  change  is  effected  by  an 
exposure  of  the  blood  to  air  in  the  lungs. 

RELATIVE   FREQUENCY   OP   THE    RESPIRATION    AND   THE    PULSE. 

From  what  is  known  of  the  philosophy  of  the  process  of  aeratioo,  it 
is  reasonably  inferred  that  a  proper  balance  is  required  between  the  two 
functions  of  respiration  and  circulation,  or,  in  other  words,  between  the 
quantity  of  air  respired,  and  that  of  the  blood  circulating  through  the 
lungs.  It  might  further  be  inferred  that,  in  a  healthy  condition  of  the 
organs,  a  definite  ratio  is  observable  between  the  frequency  of  the  respi- 
ration and  of  the  pulse.  As  a  general  rule,  this  ratio  may  be  stated  as 
one  to  four  and  a  half— ih^i  is,  in  a  healthy,  well-formed  adult,  when 
the  pulse  is  70  in  a  minute,  the  number  of  respirations  is  about  15  or 
16 ;  while,  if  the  pulse  is  naturally  more  or  less  than  70,  there  is  a 
proportionate  frequency  of  the  respiration.  So,  in  case  of  general  fe- 
brile excitement,  if  the  pulse  is  increased  in  frequency,  a  proportionate 
increase  of  the  respiration  is  required  to  preserve  a  due  balance  between 
tbe  two  functions.  In  disease,  however,  it  is  very  common  that  this  bal- 
ance between  the  functions  is  not  preserved,  and  there  are  many  varia- 
tions in  the  ratio  between  the  respiration  and  the  pulse. 

The  object  of  this  essay  is  to  trace  the  diagnostic,  patholo^cal,  and 
therapeutic  indications  of  these  variations. 

That  this  subject  has  heretofore  received  little  attention,  is  evident 
from  the  fact,  that  the  few  authors  who  have  adverted  to  it,  are  not 
agreed  even  in  regard  to  the  natural  ratio  between  the  respiration  and 
tbe  pulse. 

Tliis  ratio  is  stated  by  Haller  to  be  as  1  to  3  or  4 ;  by  Dr.  Graves, 
as  1  to  4.  The  number  of  respirations  in  a  minute,  in  a  healthy  adult, 
is  estimated  by  Magendie  as  15;  by  Dr.  Dunglison,  about  18  ;  by  Sir 
Humphrey  Davy,  26  or  27 ;  while  Dr.  Good,  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williaros, 
and  most  other  writers,  give  20  as  the  ordinary  number.  Supposing  tbe 
latter  to  be  the  true  number,  and  the  pulsations,  as  commonly  estimated, 
to  be  70  in  a  minute,  the  ratio  will  be  I  to  3^ ;  while,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  the  ratio  is  about  1  to  2^. 

This  discrepancy  of  statement  plainly  shows,  that  the  observations  of 
authors  on  this  point  have  been  very  limited.  The  only  method  which 
will  lead  to  correct  conclusions,  a  method  which  I  have  frequently  prac- 
tised since  my  attention  was  turned  to  this  subject,  is  to  count  the  respi- 
ration of  persons  who  are  unaware  of  such  observation  ;  for,  as  tbe 
respiration  is  much  under  the  control  of  the  will,  its  frequency  will  be 
varied  by  the  operation  of  the  mind.  Hence,  a  conclusion  drawn  fnxn 
observing  one's  own  respiration  would  be  liable  to  error.    Perhaps  di- 
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versify  of  climate,  and  national  peculiarities  of  constitution,  may  occa-* 
sion  some  variation  from  I  lie  ratio  Vriiich  1  have  stated  ;  but  so  constant 
has  been  this  ratio,  of  1  to  4^,  according  to  my  observation,  that  I 
have  regarded  any  considerable  variation  from  it  as  a  pretty  sure  indica* 
tion  of  malformation  or  disease.  In  a  diagnostic  and  pathological  point 
of  view,  therefore,  I  regard  the  comparative  freqtAtncy  of  the  respiratioo 
and  the  pulse  as  highly  important. 

In  early  infancy  there  is  less  regularity  in  this  ratio.  Owing  to  im- 
perfect development  of  the  lungs,  or  some  other  cause,  it  is  not  uncomr 
mon  that  an  infant,  with  a  pulse  of  120  or  130,  will  have  40,  50,  or 
even  60  respirations  in  a  minute.  Generally,  however,  the  healthy  ratio 
becomes  established  in  the  course  of  the  first  or  second  year.  So  in 
adults,  the' respiration  is  rendered  frequent  by  many  circumstances  which 
can  hardly  be  considered  as  disease.  Obesity,  by  preventing  a  free 
and  large  expansion  of  the  chest,  gives  occasion  to  increased  frequency 
of  the  respiration.  The  same  effect  is  produced  by  a  distension  of  the 
stomach  or  intestines,  by  pregnancy  in  females,  and  by  any  circumstance 
which  prevents  a  free  descent  of  the  diaphragm.  Any  circumstancei 
jndeed,  that  prevents  a  fufl  quantity  of  air  from  being  received  into  the 
lungs  with  each  inspiration,  necessarily  calls  for  more  frequent  inspirations. 
As  a  general  rule,  if  the  respiration  is  deficient  in  fulloess,  the  deficiency 
is  compensated  for  by  increased  frequency. 

DIAGNOSTIC     INDICATIONS     Or     A    DISPROPORTIONATE     FREQ,UENCT  OF 
THE    RESPIRATION    AND    THE    PULSE. 

The  general  diagnostic  indications  afforded  by  variations  of  the  ratio 
between  the  respiration  and  the  pulse,  may  be  reduced  to  two  heads. 
1st.  A  disproportionate  increased  frequency  of  the  respiration  indicates, 

A.  Disorder  of  the  lungs  or  air  passages. 

B.  Some  mechanical  impediment  to  the  motions  of  respiration :  or 

C.  Imperfect  function  of  the  organic  nerves  of  the  lungs. 

2nd.  A  disproportionate  diminished  frequency  of  the  respiration  indi- 
cates a  want  of  energy  in  the  nerves  which  control  the  respiratory 
motions. 

1st.  A.  Frequent  respiration  from  disorder  of  the  lungs  or  air 
passages. 

It  is  obvious  why  disease  of  the  lungs  should  occasion  a  dispropor- 
tionate increased  frequency  of  the  respiration.  If  by  engoigement, 
hepatization,  tubercular  deposition,  or  other  disease,  a  portion  of  lung  is 
rendered  unfit  for  respiration,  the  remaining  healthy  portion,  having  the 
whole  ofl!ice  of  aeration  to  perform,  must  act  with  increased  frequency 
in  order  to  duly  arterialize  the  blood.  If,  for  instance,  only  one  half  of 
the  lungs  is  fit  for  respiration,  the  frequency  must  be  doubled.  Thus, 
in  acute  diseases  of  the  lungs,  the  ratio  between  the  respiration  and  the 
pulse  may  be  considered  as  some  criterion  of  tlie  amotmt  of  pulmonary 
obstruction.  In  asthenic  cases,  however,  attended  with  a  depression  of 
nervous  energy,  as  we  shall  hereafter  notice^  this  criterion  must  be  re- 
ceived with  some  alldwance. 

Frequent  respiration  in  pneumonitis. — ^Tbe  relative  frequency  of 
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the  respiration  in  pneumonitis  is  one  of  the  roost  constant  symptoms  of 
(he  disease.  As  in  other  febrile  diseases,  the  pulse  is  commonljr  fre- 
quent, but  the  increased  frequency  of  the  respiration  is  altogether  dispro- 
portionate to  (hat  of  the  pulse.  In  cases  of  extensive  engorgement,  it 
is  not  uncommon  that  the  respiration  is  45  in  a  minute,  when  the  pulse 
does  not  exceed  90  ;  the  ratio  becoming  as  1  to  2.  In  extreme  cases, 
the  respiration  becomes  even  60  or  10 ;  and  in  children  I  have  occa- 
sionally noticed  it  140  or  150.  In  less  degrees  of  engorgement ,  the 
ratio  is  as  1  to  3,  3^,  or  4. 

Commonly  the  pain  in  the  chest,  cough,  and  other  symptoms,  suffi- 
eiently  indicate  the  general  character  of  the  disease.  In  some  latent 
cases,  however,  these  general  symptoms  are  wanting;  and  there  is 
scarcely  a  single  symptom  indicating  pulmonary  disease,  except  the 
Comparative  frequency  of  the  respiration. 

A  single  case  is  adduced,  as  an  example  of  the  importance  oC  the 
ratio  between  the  respiration  and  tiie  pulse,  as  a  diagnostic  indication  io 
toch  cases. 

In  March,  1832, 1  was  one  morning  called^  to  visit  a  vigorous  youag 
man,  who  had  been  attacked,  the  night  previous,  wiib  chills,  succeeded . 
by  considerable  heat  and   febrile  excitement.     The  skin  was  now  cool, 
the  tongue  slightly  furred — no  pain  or  soreness  in  any  part  of  the  sys- 
tem, no  disturbance  of  the  stomach  or  bowels,  bo  cough  or  expectora- 
tion, nor  was  the  patient  sensible  of  any  difficulty  of  respiration.     The 
pulse  was  78,  the  respiration  30.     Tins  disparity  between  the  pulse  and 
the  respiration  was  the  only  apparent  general  symptom  of  local  disease — 
a  symptom  which  probably  would  not  have  been  noticed,  but  for  my  con- 
stant habit  of  attention  to  this  point.     The  patient  had  not  been  subject 
to  habitual  shortness  of  breathing,  and  strict  inquiry  gained  no  clue  to 
the  existing  disease.     But  the  abnormal  ratio  between  x\\e  respiration  and 
the  pulse  (about   I   to  2^)  warranted  a  suspicion  of  disease  within  the 
chest ;  and,  on  applying  auscultation  and  percussion,  it  directly  appeared 
thai  the  lateral  and  posterior  portions  of  the  right  lung  were  extensively 
engorged— in  short,  there  was  a  latent  pneunumitiSf  occupying  a  greater 
part  of  the  right  lung.     A  large  blister  was  applied  to  the  aflfecied  side, 
and  calomel,  elaterium,  sanguinaria,  and  the  other  remedies  which  had 
proved  serviceable  in  the  pneumonitis  of  that  season,  were  perseveringly 
administered.     The  disease  continued  day  after  day  to  run   a  perfectly 
latent  course  ;  and  the  nurse,  a  judicious  elderiy  lady  conversant  with 
disease,  was  very  distrustful  of  my  diagnosis,  saying  that  she  had  *^  al- 
ways seen  lung  fever  attended  with  pain  in  the  chest,  cough,  difficulty 
of  breathing  and  expectoration."    At  tlie  commencement  of  the  6ih  day 
ef  the  disease,  1  was  called  to  my  patient  in  the  night.     The  nurse  met 
me  at  the  door,  exclaiming,  **  now,  doctor,  I  believe  yoo— *the  man  lias 
King  fever."     The  symptoms  at  this  time  were  a  severe  pain  in  the  aC» 
fected  side,  a  labored,  rattling  respiration,  and  a  copious  bloody  expecto- 
ration.    The  disease  was  now  making  a  crisis,  and  the  patient  gradually 
convalesced.    Whether  this  favorable  result  would  have  occurred  is  verf 
doubtful,  had  not  the  treatment  been  directed   by  an  early  connect 
Agttoiie* 
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We  often  hear  or  similar  irregular  cases  of  disease,  which  are  de- 
scribed as  "  typhoid  fever,"  or  "  general  debility,"  which  continue  for 
6  or  7  days,  when  a  <'  pneumonia  sets  in  "  and  carries  off  the  patient. 
In  such  cases,  attention  to  the  comparative  frequency  of  tiie  respiration 
and  the  pulse  would  always  lead  to  investigation  for  disease  of  the  res- 
piratory organs. 

Frequent  respiraiwn  in  •phthisU.-^ln  the  early  stages  of  phthisUy 
this  disparity  between  the  respiration  and  the  pulse  may  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  valuable  signs,  it  is  not  uncommon,  in  this  disease, 
that  considerable  tubercular  deposition  in  the  lungs  takes  place,  before 
tlie  occurrence  of  cough,  expectoration,  and  many  other  of  the  ordinary 
symptoms  of  the  disease.  Frequently,  indeed,  there  are  no  prominent 
general  symptoms,  except,  perhaps,  a  progressive  debility  and  emacia- 
tion. With  these  symptoms,  a  disproportionate  increased  frequency  of 
respiration  affords  a  strong  presumption  of  tubercular  deposition.  A 
simple  general  debility  increases  the  frequency  of  respiration  ;  but  it 
occasions  a  proportionate  increased  frequency  of  the  pulse^^the  ratio  of 
1  to  4^  is  still  preserved.  Whereas,  if  the  lungs  are  obstructed  by  to« 
bercles,  the  respiration  is  out  of  proportion  to  the  pulse. 

In  this  disease  the  abnormal  ratio  between  the  respiration  and  the 
pulse  is  a  more  uncertain  criterion  of  the  amount  of  pulmonary  obstruc* 
tion  than  in  acute  diseases  ;  for  the  scrofulous  affection  which  produces 
the  tubercular  deposition  in  the  lungs,  at  the  sanie  tinr^  impairs  the  pro- 
cesses of  digestion  and  sanguification — hence,  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the 
system  is  much  less  than  in  health,  the  pulse  is  weak,  and  each  contrac- 
tion of  the  heart  sends  a  small  quantity  of  blood  to  the  lungs ;  the 
quantity  of  blood  to  he  aerated  in  the  lungs  is,  therefore,  less  thaTi 
natural,  and  a  smaller  quantity  of  air  is  required  in  respiration.  In  ad- 
vanced stages  of  phthisis,  there  is  so  little  blood  in  the  system,  that  a 
very  small  proportion  of  healthy  lung  is  sufficient  for  its  arterialization, 
with  only  a  moderate  acceleration  of  the  breathing.  I  have  examined 
subjects  who  bad  died  of  this  disease,  in  whom  scarcely  a  tenth  part  of 
the  lungs  appeared  to  have  been  fit  for  respiration  ;  when,  a  few  days* 
before  death,  with  a  pulse  of  130  or  150,  the  respiration  had  not  ex- 
ceeded 35  or  40.  Were  the  lungs  obstructed  to  this  degree  in  acute 
diseases,  with  a  full  quantity  of  blood  in  the  system,  an  immeasurably 
increased  frequency  of  respirauon  would  be  required  to  sustain  life.  But 
in  the  progress  of  a  lingering  case  of  phthisis,  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the 
system  ;  the  size  of  the  aorta  and  other  arteries,  which  are  sometimes  di- 
minished in  calibre  nearly  one  half;  and  the  feeble  imperfect  contrac- 
tions of  the  heart,  all  become  Accommodated  to  the  small  remaining 
portion  of  healthy  Itings. 

I  should  here  notice  some  .incidental  remarks  in  the  clinical  lectures 
of  Dr.  Graves,  of  the  Meath  Hospital,  Dublin,  which  seem  to  be  the 
restilt  of  imperfect  observation.  He  remarks,  "  I  have  seen  many 
cases  of  phthisis,  ia  which  there  was  accelerated  breathing,  with  slow 
pulse,  but  these  were  always  cases  of  a  chronic  kind.  I  ^ have  never 
observed  the  same  phenomena  existing  when  •.  the  disease  was  acute ;  it 
b  1 8tat4«f  things  wbieli  is  comptttbte  only  with  cbrooicity  of  diseise.*' 
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In  acute  pulmonary  disease,  he  says,  when  the  respiration  is  considera- 
bly accelerated,  there  is  '^  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse."  The  very  reverse  of  itns  is  true.  Certainly  nothing  is 
more  common,  in  the  early  sta^e  of  acme  pneufnonitis,  than  to  have 
the  respiration  30,  40,  or  even  60  in  a  minute,  when  the  pulse  does  not 
exceed  90.  in  acute  (Bdematous  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1  have 
often,  within  a  few  hours  from  the  first  attack,  observed  the  respiration 
70  or  80  in  a  minute— a  mere  paniing — when  the  pulse  scarcely  ex* 
ceeded  its  natural  frequency.  And  in  the  early  stages  of  phthisis,  with 
a  comparatively  moderate  tubercular  obstruction  of  the  lungs,  1  have 
commonly  observed  the  disparity  between  the  frequency  of  the  respira* 
tbn  and  the  pulse  greater  than  in  the  more  advanced  stages. 

The  observations  and  judgment  of  Dr.  Graves  are  justly  considered 
as  high  authority  ;  but  he  has  evidently  given  little  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  properly  remarks,  ^*  I  do  not  know  any  point  on  which 
accurate  observations  are  more  wanting,  than  on  the  proportion  between 
the  pulse  and  respiration  in  various  states  of  the  system,  and  in  various 
diseases.  Facts  upon  this  subject  might  be  easily  collected,  and  would 
probably  lead  to  curious  and  instructive  results." 

Frequent  respiration  in  mdema  of  the  lungs. — ^This  disease  is  a  very 
common  cause  of  frequent  respiration.  Though  the  disease  was.  noticed 
by  Hippocrates,  and  has  been  more  particularly  described  by  Van  Swie- 
ten,  Darwin,  Maclean,  ifnd  others,  most  recent  writers  appear  to  be  una- 
ware of  its  common  occurrence.'  Dr.  Grx)d  barely  notices  it,  as  if 
doubting  its  occurrence.  In  treating  of  other  dropsical  affections  withio 
the  chest,  he  says,  '^  water  is,  perhaps,  sometimes  effused  into  the  cellu- 
lar texture  of  the  lungs."  Laennec  says  it  is  *'  rarely  a  primary  and 
idiopathic  disease.  It  comes  on  most  commonly,  with  other  dro|)sical 
affections  in  cachectic  subjects,  towards  the  fatal  termination  of  long- 
continued  fevers,  or  organic  affections,  especially  those  of  the  heart." 

it  appears  to  me  that  the  question,  in  regard  to  this  affection,  is  to  be 
resolved  into  the  general  question,  whether  any  dropsy  is  a  primary  and 
idiopatiiic  disease.  I  am  certain  that  no  part  of  the  system  is  so  com- 
monly the  seat  of  dropsy  as  the  lungs ;  and,  in  general  anasarca,  it  is 
comn)only  in  the  lungs  that  the  disease  is  first  manifested.  Even  those 
authors  who  appear  to  doubt  the  existence  of  such  an  affection  as  idio- 
pathic oedema  of  the  lungs,  generally  mention  disordered  respiration  as 
a  symptom  of  general  anasarca. 

There  are  many  cases  which  appear  to  be  intermediate  between  a 
proper  inflammation  and  a  dropsy  of  the  lungs — cases  which  might  ba 
termed  (edematous  inflammation.  Such  cases  certainly  have  claim  to 
the  character  of  a  primary  and  idiopathic  disease.  Of  this  character 
was  the  prevailing  affection  of  the  lungs,  in  the  influenza  epidemic  in 
New  Haven,  in  the  winter  of  1831-32.  In  many  cases  of  that  disease^ 
extreme  frequency  of  the  respiration,  as  compared  with  the  pulse,  con- 
stituted almost  the  only  symptom  of  thoracic  affection. 

In  cases  of  chlorosis,  in  most  of  the  chronic  disorders  of  menstrua- 
tion, in  general  debility,  and  in  cachectic  diseases  generally,  swelling  of 
the  ankles  and  other  symptoms  of  general  anasaica  commonly  occur. 
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Id  almost  all  such  cases  1  have  found  cedema  in  the  lungs,  before  its 
nianirestalion  in  other  parts  of  the  system  ;  and  frequently  the  lungs  are 
the  only  part  in  which  it  is  to  be  observed.  The  aSertion  can  iiardly 
fail  to  be  injurious,  by  obstructing  the  lungs  and  interfering  with,  a  due 
aeration  of  the  biood,  and  it  is  therefore  very  important  to  detect  the 
disease  in  its  early  stages.  Attention  to  the  relative  frequency  of  the 
respiration  will  afford  suspicion  of  the  disease  ;  and  a  slight  dullness  ob- 
served on  percussing  the  posterior  portions  of  the  chest,  after  the  patient 
has  been  lying  on  the  back  ;  t>r  the  same  observed  about  the  inferior 
lobes  of  the  lungs,  after  sitting  or  standing ;  with  a  dull  respiratory 
sound  corresponding  to  the  dullness  of  percussion,  will  render  the  diag- 
nosis almost  certain,  if  any  of  the  serum  becomes  infiltrated  into  the 
air  cells  and  the  minute  bronchia,  as  frequently  occurs,  especially  when 
the  affection  has  anything  of  an  inflammatory  character,  the  stethoscope 
detects  a  sound  like  that  produced  by  squeezing  a  wet  S|>onge,  by  wring- 
ing  wet  clothes,  or  by  the  effervescence  of  fermenting  liquors — a  feebler 
and  Bner  sound  than  the  crepitation  characteristic  of  proper  inflanmtation. 

Frequent  respiration  in  various  disorders  of  the  lungs  and  air  pas* 
tages, — Besides  the  diseases  already  mentioned,  any  affection  of  the 
lungs,  which  prevents  a  portion  of  them  from  being  freely  permeated 
with  air,  necessarily  occasions  frequent  respiration.  Atrophy  or  emphy- 
sema of  the  lungs,  congenital  imperfection  of  the  organs,  solidification  or 
any  other  lesion  consequent  to  former  disease,  or  pulmonary  apoplexy, 
may  produce  this  effect.  A  like  effect  is  produced  by  disorders  of  the 
bronchia  or  bronchial  membrane,  as  mucous  or  other  obstructions  within 
the  bronchia  impeding  the  passage  of  air,  or  any  affection  of  the  bron- 
chial membrane  preventing  a  communication  between  the  air  and  the 
blood  within  the  lungs. 

B.  Frequent  respiration  from  some  mechanical  impediment  to  the 
motions  of  respiration. 

Any  disorder  within  the  chest,  exterior  to  the  ii^ngs,  which  affords  a 
mechanical  impediment  to  the  expansion  of  the  lungs,  necessarily  causes 
frequent  respiration,  as  hydrothorax,  pleuritic  effusion,  effusion  into  the 
pericardium,  enlat^ement  of  the  heart,  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  or  any  tu- 
mor within  the  chest.  The  same  effect  is  produced  by  ascites,  flatulent 
distension  of  the  stomach  or  intestines,  or  fullness  of  the  abdomen  from 
any  other  cause,  operating  to  prevent  a  free  descent  of  the  diaphragm  ; 
hence  a  full  meal  occasions  some  acceleration  of  the  breathing.     Fre- 

Juent  respiration  is  caused  also  by  any  circumstance  which  renders  a 
ill  inspiration  painful,  as  rheumatism,  or  any  inflammation  of  the  inter- 
costal or  other  muscles  of  respiration  ;  or  a  like  affection  of  the  pleura, 
pericardium,  heart,  or  any  of  the  abdoitiinal  viscera.  In  peritoneal  in- 
flammation, the  soreness  and  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen  render  the 
respiration  extremely  short  and  frequent.  Sometimes  a  debility  of  the 
respiratory  muscles  occasions  the  motions  of  respiration  to  be  feeble, 
short,  and  frequent. 

C.  Frequent  respiration  from  imperfect  function  of  the  organic 
nerves  of  the  lungs. 
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In  the  function  of  restpiretion  two  important  cbsses  of  nerres  aro 
chiefly  concerned. 

The  motions  of  respiration  are  efiected  by  that  class  which  Sir 
Charle.s  Bell  terms  (he  respiratory  system  of  nerves.  These  nerves 
arise  from  the  lateral  portions  of  the  medulla  oblongata  and  upper  part 
of  tlie  spinal  marrow.  The  functions  of  these  nerves,  and,  of  course, 
the  motions  of  respiration,  are  perfonned  without  the  aid  of  the  will ; 
but,  from  a  communication  formed  by  some  small  nervous  fibres  be- 
tween these  nerres  and  the  brain,  the  will  acquires  some  control  over 
the  respiratory  motions. 

The  other  class  of  nerves,  which  is  distributed  to  the  lungs  from  the 
sympathetic,  ganglionict  or  organic  system  of  nerves^  is  more  iinme- 
diately  concerned  tit  effecting  the  aeration  of  blood,  A  full  quantity 
of  air  in  the  lungs  b  inadequate  to  effect  this  change,  without  the  in- 
fluence of  this  class  of  nerves.  The  motions  of  respiration,  therefore, 
may  be  continued,  through  the  influence  of  the  former  class  of  nerves, 
but  if  the  organic  or  anerializing  nerves  cease  to  perform  their  office, 
tlie  venous  blood  is  returned  unchanged  to  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  and 
thence  transmitted  to  the  system  through  the  arteries.  So  if  the  Ahio* 
tbn  of  these  nerves  is  imperfect,  the  bJood  is  in  the  same  degree  iiupep- 
fectly  arterialized. 

These  considerations  reasonably  explain  how  imperfect  functtoD  of 
the  organic  nerves  of  the  lungs  occasions  a  relative  frequency  of  respi* 
ration.  Like  organic  disorders  of  the  lungs,  and  the  mechanical  impedi- 
menta  to  respiration,  which  have  been  adverted  to,  this  nervous  lesion 
operates  to  diminish  the  arlerializing  efficacy  of  each  inspirattoo ;  and, 
consequently,  a  greater  number  of  respirations  is  required. 

The  lesion  of  function  of  the  organic  respiratory  nerves  is  considered, 
in  this  place,  only  as  one  of  the  causes  of  frequent  respiration :  ifae  pa- 
thological effects  of  this  lesion,  in  preventing  a  due  arterialization  of  tbe 
blood,  will  be  considered  under  our  second  general  head,  in  connectioo 
with  the  subject  of  imperfect  function  of  the  motor  respiratory  nerves. 

General  diagnostic  indication  of  increased  frequency  of  respiration. 

From  the  preceding  considerations  it  may  be  inferred,  that  a  dispro- 
portionate increased  frequency  of  respiration  does  not  indicate  tbe  par- 
ticular disease  which  impedes  the  respiratory  function.  The  impedi*- 
ment  may  be  some  disorder  of  the  lungs  or  air  passages,  or  some  nm-- 
cbanical  impediment  to  the  motions  of  respiration,  or  an  imperfect  (iune> 
tbn  of  the  organic  nerves  of  the  kmgs.  TIm  frequency  of  breathing 
only  affords  the  general  indication,  that  there  is  soate  impediment  lo  tbe 
respiration,  the  particular  cause  of  which  is  to  be  investigated  by  atten* 
tion  to  the  symptoms,  and  by  auscultation,  percussion,  and  other  memassi 
of  exploration.  Attention  to  this  general  indication  will,  in  tnany  cases, 
enable  the  practitioner  successfully  to  adapt  his  remedies  to  local  iii9« 
eases,  which  might  otherwise  altogether  elude  observation,  and  lead  ti» 
sei^us  and  even  fatal  results. 

[To  b«  eonUauad.J 
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POSITIVE  VALUE  OF  VACCINATION, 

A  CORRESPONDENT,  of  Philadelphia,  iotimates  that  it  would  be  verj  satis- 
factory  to  know  the  ''  real  value  of  vaccine  inoculation,  as  at  present  con- 
ducted," intimating,  al  the  same  time,  that  the  confidence  of  the  public, 
both  medical  and  general,  in  that  quarter,  is  much  impaired,  and  en* 
couragement  from  elsewhere,  if  it  could  be  had,  would  be  very  accepta- 
ble. Moreover,  he  renruirks,  that  the  fact  would  not  be  credited  there, 
^'  unless  seen  in  a  hook^^^  that  the  health  police  regulations  and  prophylac- 
tic measures  of  Boston  have  kept  the  city  free  from  smallpox.  Whether 
tbe  Philadelphia  physicians  believe  it  or  not,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that 
under  the  management  of  the  health  department,  Boston  has  been  kept 
free  from  this  formidable  disease.  The  sick  have  heretofore  been  re- 
moved to  a  hospital,  remote  from  the  city,  as  soon  as  the  character  of  the 
malady  was  understood.  But  these  happy  days  of  security  are  at  an  end 
here,  unless  more  attention  is  given  to  vaccination  than  is  at  present 
anticipated.  The  old  law,  respecting  removal,  has  been  repealed,  and 
smallpox,  hereafter,  may  rage  in  Boston  as  it  listeth.  Strangers  must 
remember  to '  be  vaccinated  before  visiting  this  metropolis.  The  next 
generation  of  Bostoniaos  will  be  perfectly  secure,  as  no  children  can  en- 
ter the  public  schools  without  a  certificate  of  vaccination.  Nothing 
bears  the  impress  of  stability  in  this  age.  We  were  well  off  under  the 
old  regulations,  but  that  was  not  satisfactory  ;  we  wanted  to  be  better. 
The  law  which  had  protected  our  citizens,  and  the  unsuspecting  stranger 
who  confided  in  it,  was  venerable  by  age  ;  but  it  has  been  abolished — 
and  now  let  each  one  look  out  for  himself,  for  the  pestilence  that  has  no 
respect  for  unprotected  persons,  lurks  in  the  streets.  We  are  in  the 
condition  of  the  restless  Italian,  who  had  chiselled  on  his  tomb-stone,  *'  I 
was  well,  but  I  wanted  to  be  better  :  I  took  physic,  and  here  I  am." 

No  less  than  sixty  cases,  varying  in  severity  from  mild  varioloid  to 
severe  confluent  smallpox,  have  occurred  in  the  Philadelphia  Penitentiary 
within  the  last  three  months. 


Medical  Schools, ^At  a  public  commencement  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  held  on  Friday,  April  6th,  1838,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  was  conferred  on  144  gentlemen.  At  the  commencement  io 
July,  18-^7,  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  13  gentlemen.  Mak- 
ing together,  157. — The  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  24  gentlemen^ 
at  the  public  commencement  of  the  Louisville  Institute,  in  March. — Tbe 
Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  had  141  students  ia 
atteodaoce  during  the  last  session. 

ffydrofhorax. — Dr.  Hiller  has  employed  digitalis,  with  the  extr.  facta. 
Tir.  in  four  cases  of  hydrothorax.  In  one  he  obtained  a  complete  cure  ; 
in  the  three  others,  the  patients  were  much  relieved.  Formula  :  extract 
of  lettuce,  gr.  iv. ;  powder  of  digitalis,  gr.  i.  ;  sugar,  1  drachoi.  A 
powdmf  every  two  or  three  hours. 
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To  CoRRKSPONDE.fTs. — ^We  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  oar  correspondents  for 
several  weeks.  For  particular  reasons,  it  is  desirable  to  finish,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  the  valuable  e^ssjiy  by  Dr.  Hooker,  which  is  comraeuced  in  this  number. 
Aman/  the  communications  which  are  in  consequence  deferred,  and  which  may 
be  still  longer  delayed,  are  those  on  "  Medical  Botany,"  the  *'  Treatment  of  Oph- 
thalmia," "Curvature  of  the  Spine,"  "Retroversion  of  the  Uterus,"  case  of 
**Pseudo  Labor,"  and  the  Circular  of  the  Boston  Medical  School.— The  first  No. 
of  the  Louisville  Medical  Journal,  to  be  published  quarterly,  is  received. 

Dico, — AtGintrd,  Peon.,  Dr.  C.  Rodgers,  killed  by  die  explosion  of  a  cannon- 
—-At  Saratoga  Springs,  Dr.  John  Bteel,  resident  physician  at  that  place,  aged 
about  58.— In  Swanzey  Village,  Ms.,  Dr.  John  Winslow,  aged  72.— At  Brideewa- 
ter,  Vt.,  of  consumption,  Dr.  Stephen  D.  Sears,  aged  90. — At  Bath,  Me.,  Dr.  J. 
Blesinski. 

Whjie  ntimbor  of  doathfl  in  Boxton,  for  the  week  ending  May  19,  38.    Mnlefl,  16— Females,  19. 

Consumption,  7— infantile,  3^drnp>y  on  Hie  brain,  I— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— syphilis,  1— 
old  age,  1— introsuscepliun,  J— liver  complaint,  J— child-bed,  1—iypbus  fever ,  J— lung  fever,  S— 
aafa^inuii,  3— cancer,  I— cniup,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1— erysipelas,  1— stillborn,  3. 


MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Thi  Annual  Meeting  o'  the  Massachusetts  MeJioal  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Society's  IUmms. 
Atbenienni  Building,  Pearl  Street,  on  WKDNb^nAY,  30ih  inst.,  nt  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  TtM  annaal 
4i«6oorse  wUl  be  delivered  nt  I  id^lock  by  EsatiBKBR  ALoatCy  M.D.  Literary  geotlemen  lEtewiiid 
In  medical  science,  and  students  In  medicine,  are  respectfully  Invited  to  stlend. 

Aauted  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  will  be  held  on  the  day  ful lowing,  at  the  tame  time  and 
Blaee.  .  JOHX4  U0MAN3,  Rec.  See. 

MI6--3W 

FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UfisiKO- ABDOMINAL  SUPPOKTEK  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
^r9Up.i*f  Uttriy  or  FaUiHf  of  tAe  ITiMaft,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
deminal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in  eyery  wsy  calculated  for  relief  nnd  permanent  restmatlon  to 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefuilv  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patient.  It  inra- 
riably  aff irds  the  miMt  innniidiate  inunnnity  from  the  distressing  ^''dragging  and  boari9r--d»upm" 
seu^ttioni  which  accompinv  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  sbdoiiien,  and  Irs  fikil- 
ful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  Ofirty  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  bervelf. 
The  duppiirter  Is  of  simple  constrnciion,  and  can  he  npplied  by  the  patient  without  further  aid.  M'Hb- 
lo  the  la!«t  thrite  yean  nearly  159 J  of  the  {7(sr»-.tf^doNuii(U  Sufportero  have  been  applied  witli  ikt 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  g'eat  success  t^hlcb  this  Instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  Ite  examfna. 
tioa  by  Che  phrsiciin  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  In  nse.  It  isgratiiy- 
Inx  to  state  thil  it  hi*  niPt  the  decided  apprnhHtiun  of  8ir  Asiley  Cooper,  of  London,  Edward  Delafteld 
ll.().,Prufe«>ur  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  <if  Midwifery  in  tlis 
di.Trtreut  Medical  dcbnols  of  the  United  States, and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeop  who  has  had  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  It. 

Hie  t»u'dic  ami  t»edic?il  profession  are  cautioned  against  imposiiioas  in  this  ineirnaMnt,  mm  w«H  m 
in  TraiSAS  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  Imitations.  The  genuine  Truftsce  be«r  af 
■Ifaatttre  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supfiorter  >as  Its  title  embmnned  upon  irs  envi^lofitt. 

AMOcI  G.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Ptreet,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  ^abscrlbers  bavkig  been  appointed  Aeents  for  the  sale  of  the  ab«>ve  ir.stnimenu,  all  c 
addressed  to  iliem  will  be  prompll>-Mittended  to.  LOWE  k.  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  94  Merchants  Row,  Boaton. 

SARLANDIERE'S   ANATOMY. 

STtraMATic^D  ANAToMr,  or  Uumaic  Oac&irooaAPHv,  in  synoptical  tables,  with    nnmeixkne  [ 
for  the  use  of  University  PacuUies,  and  Schools  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Academies  of  Paintinc' 
8etil|itnrB,  and  the  Royal  Collegear    Ky  the  Chbt.  J.  fiABLAiiDi»a,  D.M.    Translated  fi-on  Um 
Freneb  by  >V.  i\  Rolwrta,  M.D.        • 

A  few  copies  of  the  above  for  sale'  at  Ticknor's,  corner  of  Washington  and  School  sticeu,  at  o«# 
half  the  original  Bubaeriptkm  price. 

...»        I  ■  .1  I  r — -   - 

RETREAT  FOR  INVALIUS. 

Tni  profession  is  respeetntUy  Informed  that  Da.  A.  H.  Wildbr  has  purchased  a  large  and  conveniemt 
feoiite  In  the  pleniaut  town  of  Oroton,  Mass.,  likewlie  aultabte  carr{atee>  horses,  saddles,  Ito.,  ftr 
Um  accommodation  of  nervous  Invalids.  A18— ui5toB 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SUBOICAL  JOURNAL  ie  ptoblifhed  every  Wedaenday.  hj 
».  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklln  Street,  to  whom  all  comnmiiiaiOM 
^st  be  addreMed,#S4Hiei<i.  I » Is  also  pitblUhed  In  MontMy  Parts,  eaek  PafC«MitalftinK  iIm  mmm 
Mm^cs  of  the  preaedlnc  month,  Mitched  in  a  cover,  i.  V.  C.  BHrril.  ll.D.  Editor.— Price  SSS\ 
p»ar  I nadvattee.  413.50  aner  three  months,  and  §4,50  If  not  paid  wlthtii  the  Tear.-.A«e«ta  ^^ 
•▼•ry  seventh  copy  gratU — Orders  from  a  distauee  rausi  be  BceoimttM  bv  warm&at  ' 
MUaftMMy  nfeitiMa^-PoMMi  Um  iame  ae  f  m  t  NewspaperT^'^  ^  »V»«» 
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ON   THE  RELATION   BETWEEN  THE   RESPIRATORY  AND  CIRCU- 
LATING  FUNCTIONS. 

BY  CHARLES  HOOKER,  H.D.,   OP  HEW  RATEN,  CONV. 

[t;,in  n-tn!cnted  for  the  Boiton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.—Continaed  from  page  M9.] 

2nd.  a  disproportionate  diminished  frequency  of  the  respiration  indi' 
caies  a  want  of  energy  in  the  nerves  which  control  the  respiratory 
motions. 

A  lesion  of  function  in  either  of  the  two  classes  of  nerves  principally 
concerned  in  respiration,  occasions  a  disparity  between  the  respiratory 
and  circulating  functions,  and  causes  an  imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood. 
Imperfect  function  of  the  motor  respiratory  nerves  produces  this  effect, 
by  causing  a  disproportion  between  the  quantity  of  air  respired,  and  that 
of  the  blood  circulating  through  the  lungs.  Imperfect  function  of  the 
organic  or  arterializing  nerves  produces  the  same  general  result,  by  im* 
pairing  the  influence  of  the  respired  air  on  the  blood.  In  the  former 
case  the  quantity,  in  the  latter  the  effect,  of  the  respired  air  is  di« 
minished.  As  the  pathological  effects  are  in  general  the  same,  it  13 
proper  to  consider  in  connection,  A.  Imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood 
from  disordered  function  of  the  motor  respiratory  nerves ;  and,  B.  Im- 
perfect  aeration  of  the  blood  from  disordered  function  of  the  organic 
respiratory  nerves. 

GENERAL  PATHOLOGICAL  EFFECTS  OF  IMPERFECT  AERATION  OF 

THE  BLOOD. 

The  celebrated  French  physiologist,  Bicbat,  was  the  flrst  who  drew 
the  attention  of  physicians  to  any  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the  patho- 
logical effects  of  an  imperfect  arterialization  of  the  blood.  He  found, 
by  experiments,  that  if  a  current  of  venous  blood  is  turned  into  the 
carotid  arteries,  it  produces  atony  of  the  brain.  If  a  moderate  quantity 
of  the  black  blood  is  thus  transmiited  by  the  arteries  to  the  brain,  it 
produces  a  degree  of  drowsiness  and  stupor.  A  large  quantity  produces 
a  loss  of  sensation,  perception  and  voluntary  motion,  and  occasions  coma 
and  death.  By  turning,  in  the  same  manner,  a  current  of  venous  blood 
into  the  main  artery  supplying  one  of  the  limbs,  be  found  it  to  occasion 
a  numbness  and  paralysis  of  the  limb.  In  short,  if  venous  blood  is 
made  to  circulate  through  any  artery  of  the  system,  it  occasions  a  tor- 
por  of  the  part  supplied  by  such  artery.  If  the  function  of  the  lunj^ 
ceases,  while  the  heart  continues  to  act,  the  blood  not  arterializc^>cireu- 1 
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lates  through  the  whole  systenii  occasiooiog  a  general  torpor,  paralyssj 
aod  death. 

Tlie  effects  caused  by  a  cessation  of  the  respiratory  Tunction,  are 
termed  asphyxia.  The  general  phenomena  of  asphyxia  produced  by  a 
sudden  cessation  of  the  respiratory  function,  as  in  hanging,  drownii^, 
be,  are  well  known — the  heart  continues  to  act,  sending  the  black 
blood  into  the  arteries  which  naturally  circulate  red  blood  ;  the  skin  and 
all  parts  of  the  system  assume  a  lit'id  color ;  sensation,  sensibility  and 
voluntary  motion  are  suspended ;  and,  with  the  cessation  of  the  heart's 
action,  death  ensues.  Similar  phenomena  occur  in  most  diseases  at  the 
close  of  life  ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Bichat,  asphyxia  is  by  far  the  tncst 
common  immediate  cause  of  death.  "  Whatever  may  be  the  seat  of 
the  principal  disease,"  he  says,  << whether  il  be  an  organic  defect,  art 
general  injury  of  the  functions,  as  fever,  be,  almost  always,  in  the  list 
moments  of  existence,  the  lungs  are  embarrassed  ;  respiration  becomes 
painful ;  the  air  is  taken  in  and  expelled  with  difficulty  ;  the  coloraiion  of 
the  blood  is  hardly  carried  on  ;  it  passes  nearly  black  into  the  arteries. 
The  organs,  already  debilitated  by  disease,  receive  much  more  easily  in 
that  state  the  fatal  influence  of  the  contact  of  this  blood,  than  io  as- 
phyxia where  they  are  unaffected.  The  loss  of  sensations  and  of  ia- 
tellectual  functions,  and  very  soon  that  of  voluntary  motions,  succeed  tbt 
embarrassed  state  of  the  lungs.  The  man  has  no  longer  any  coonectioa 
with  surrounding  objects ;  bis  whole  animal  life  is  interrupted,  because 
the  brain,  which,  as  it  is  known,  governs  this  life,  penetrated  with  bhck 
blood,  ceases  its  functions.  By  degrees  the  heart,  and  all  the  origans  of 
internal  life,  imbibing  this  blood,  cease  their  motions  also.  In  this  cast 
It  is  the  black  blood  which  altogether  stops  tlie  vital  motions  already  ea- 
feebied  by  the  disease.  It  is  in  general  very  rare  that  debility  pro- 
duced by  disease  brings  on  death  in  an  immediate  manner ;  it  paves  ihi 
way  to  it,  and  renders  the  organs  susceptible  of  being  influenced  by  iht 
smallest  change  in  the  red  blood.  But  it  is  almost  always  this  chaags 
which  puts  an  end  to  life.  The  cause  of  the  disease  is  tberefoie  oi^ 
an  indirect  cause  of  general  death ;  it  ocdasions  that  of  the  lungs,  whi^ 
latter  brings  on  that  of  all  the  organs." — Treatise  on  Ldfe  and  DeaiL 

These  views  of  Bichat,  in  regard  to  the  deadening  influence  c»f  the 
black  blood  on  those  parts  of  the  system  which  are  naturally  suf^pM 
with  red  blood,  are  now  commonly  received  by  pathologists.  Perhaps 
this  influence  is  not  so  generally  the  immediate' cause  of  death,  as  thii 
author  supposed  ;  but  it  is  probably  true,  that  death  is  mof^t  cotnmonlj 
produced  in  this  way.  Since  the  publication  of  Bichat,  the  subject  of 
this  influence  has  received  considerable  attention,  partk*ulariy  as  an  im* 
mediate  precursor  and  cause  of  death  ;  while  but  little  attention  has 
been  given  to  a  less  degree  of  the  same  influence  observable  in  the  pfi>> 
gress  of  many  diseases.  Throughout  the  prepress  of  some  dnriMii, 
particularly  fevers  of  a  typhoid  character,  this  relation  between  the  lea* 
piretion  and  circulation  appeare  to  have  a  most  important  rofluettce,  a 
eorrect  understanding  of  which,  it  is  believed,  will  lead  to  many  ' 
tarn  tberapeutbiadicatioDs.   . 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


J%e  Respiratory  and  Circulating  Funetums.  Stti 

A.  Imperfect  aeralum  of  the  blood  from  disordered  function  of  the 
motor  respiratory  nerves, 

A  lesion'of  function  of  the  respiratory  system  of  nerves  impairs  the 
motions  of  respiration,  causing  the  respiration  to  be  infrequent  and 
small ;  and  in  consequence,  less  than  a  natural  quantity  of  air  is  respired. 
In  this  condition  of  the  respiration,  if  the  circulation  continues  strong,  a 
disparity  between  these  two  functions  occurs ;  the  air  respired  is  insuffi- 
cient to  duly  aerate  the  blood  in  the  lungs ;  and  consequently  the  blood 
panses  into  the  system  imperfectly  arterialiaed. 

The  deleterious  effects  of  such  impaired  function  of  the  respiratory 
nerves  may  be  estimated  from  a  consideration  of  the  well-known  dead- 
ening influence  of  the  black  blood  in  extreme  cases  of  asphyxia.  The 
imperfectly  arterialiaed  blood,  though  still  retaining  enough  of  its  arterial 
character  to  sustain  life,  occasions  a  degree  of  torpor  in  the  brain  and 
all  parts  of  the  system  supplied  by  the  arteries.  Sensation,  perception, 
voluntary  motion — all  the  cerebral  functions— become  impaired.  The 
capillary  vessels,  partially  paralyzed,  become  distended  and  engorged 
with  dark-colored  blood  ;  the  lips  and-  finger  nails  have  a  livid  tinge,  a 
Kvtd  paleness  pervades  the  whole  surface,  and  the  florid  hue  of  health 
is  nowhere  seen.  Secretion  and  absorption  become  affected ;  passive 
engorgements  take  place  in  various  parts ;  indeed,  a  torpor  produced  by 
the  deadening  influence  of  the  imperfectly  arteriaiized  blood  pervaded 
the  whole  system.  The  respiratory  nerves,  in  common  with  other  parts 
of  the  system,  become  afi*ected  with  this  paralyzing  influence,  which,  by 
rendering  the  respiratory  motions  more  languid,  lends  still  further  to  im- 
pair the  arterialization  of  the  blood,  which  again  reacts  on  the  respiratory 
nerves.  As  the  degree  of  this  influence  increases,  the  cerebral  func- 
tions become  more  oppressed,  and  symptoms  of  approaching  dtssolution 
appear,  such  as  coma,  subsultus  tendinum,  colliquative  discharges,  and 
frequently  tympanitic  distension  of  the  abdomen. 

ryphoui  fever. — Something  of  the  train  of  symptoms  above  de- 
scribed ordinarily  occurs  in  typhous  fever,  and  in  otiier  diseases  of  a  ty- 
phoid character.  The  lesion  of  nervous  function  in  the  brain,  which  is 
a  proiuinent  characteristic  of  typhoid  diseases,  almost  always  extends  to 
the  respiratory  system  of  nerves,  occasioning  a  disparity  between  the 
respiration  and  the  circulation.  While  the  healthy  ratio  bf*tween  the  respi- 
ration and  the  pulse  is  1  to  4}>  in  typhous  fever  it  is  commonly  1  to  5  or 
6,  and  in  many  cases  1  to  7  or  8.  The  respiration,  though  often  more 
frequent  than  in  health,  is  not  proportionate  to  the  increased  frequency 
of  the  pulse ;  and  if  the  pulse  is  less  frequent  than  natural,  as  sonte* 
times  occurs,  there  is  more  than  a  proportionate  infrequency  of  the  res- 
piration. In  most  cases  this  relative  infrequency  of  the  respiration  con- 
tinues through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease,  and  during  tlie  last  sevei» 
years  i  have  never  seen  a  case  of  simple  typhus  in  whbh  it  was  not  re* 
markable  in  some  stage  of  the  fever. 

It  ia  true,  that  in  this  disease  the  heart  partakes  of  the  attending 
general  debility,  and  in  consequence,  its  action  being  feeble,  less  bhiod 
is  thrown  to  the  lungs  by  each  contrartmn ;  from  which  it  might  seem 
that,  DOtwithstandiBg  the  ralaiive  tnfrequeiicy  of  ffeipirati(»i|<^te  bkpd 
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may  be  sufficiently  arterialized.  On  the  contrary,  however,  it  maybe 
observed,  that  the  respiratory  muscles  also  partake  of  this  general  de- 
bility, and  in  consequence  the  respiration  is  feeble  and  small.  In  general, 
1  think,  the  smallness  of  the  respiration  is  more  than  propoi tionale  lo  that 
of  the  pulse,  so  that  the  deBciency  of  arterialization  is  even  greater 
than  is  indicated  simply  by  the  infrequency  of  respiration. 

That  the  blood  is' imperfectly  arterialized  in  typhus,  is  sufficiently 
evident  from  tlie  symptoms  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Armstrong,  in  giving  tlie 
distinguishing  signs  of  common  continued  fever  and  typhus,  says,  that "  In 
the  common  continued  fever,  the  patient  commonly  has  not  much  inapti- 
tude of  mind,  often  answers  questions  readily,  and  in  a  pretty  Ann  voice, 
without  much  increased  agitation  of  the  breatlung  ;  whereas  in  typhus  tbe 
answers  are  mostly  given  with  languid  slowness  and  reluctance,  and 
much  speaking  obviously  disturbs  llie  respiration.  In  the  cominOQ 
continued  fever  the  skin  is  generally  of  a  brighter  red  than  natural,  espe- 
cially on  the  cheeks;  on  the  contrary,  the  skin  is  always  more  or  less 
of  a  dusky  color  in  typhus,  and  an  admixture  of  il  may  be  best  ob- 
served in  the  flush  of  the  face.  This  duskiness  of  tbe  skin  is  one  of 
the  pro|)er  syniptoms  of  typhus,  and  seems  to  arise  from  some  change 
in  the  constitution  of  the  blood,  which  I  have  almost  invariably  seeo 
darker  on  dissection  than  in  onlinary  fevers.  In  the  worst  rases,  this 
duskiness  increases  in  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  lessens  in  those 
tliat  assume  a  mild  aspect.  So  very  ciiararteristic  is  this  cutaneous 
duskiness,  that  I  think  I  could  distin«(uish  typhus  by  it  at  any  time, it 
two  patients  were  presented  to  me,  the  one  laboring  under  that  disease 
and  the  other  under  the  common  continued  fever." — On  Ftver,  p.  235. 

In  another  part  of  his  treatise  (pa^e  410),  Dr.  Armstrong  obser*«s» 
"The  blood  is  always  blacker  in  typhus  than  natural.  In  severe  cases 
it  is  remarkably  so  where  the  excitement  is  fully  emerged,  and  at  Iwl 
the  solids  are  most  decidedly  afTecMed,  as  any  one  may  perceive  wl» 
marks  the  dark  hue  of  the  muscles  on  dissection.  Tliis  slate  of  tli^ 
blood  in  typhus,  if  I  niistake  not,  is  connected  with  that  peculiar  depres- 
sion of  strength,  and  with  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  sensoriuni,  ^dti^B 

attend  the  rise  and  progress   of  this  disease But,"  continues 

Dr.  Armstrong,  "the  nature  of  this  change  in  the  blood,  1  do  not  pfr 
tend  t«)  determine,  and  only  meant  to  point  to  it  as  an  object  worthy  <" 
far  more  attention  than  it  has  yet  received." 

Dr.  Southwood  Smith  says,  "  The  skin  is  always  of  a  darker  color 
than  in  synochus  ;  the  whole  surface  is  -of  a  dull  and  dusky  tinge.  -* 
On  Ftvtr,  page  166. 

The  dark  color  of  the  blood  in  typhus  Is  noticed  by  other  authors? ■* 
of  common  occurrence.  That  it  "  is  always  blacker  than  na'tiral,  J* 
asserted  by  Dr.  ArNistron«r,  is  questionable.  ThoHth  I  have  always  »>• 
served^  in  some  stages  of  the  fi'ver,  a  relntive  iufrequetury  of  re^lMT** 
lion,  whh  the  dark  coloied  blood,  and  other  symptoms  necessarily «^ 
tending  thi**  imperfect  respiration  ;  yet  I  have  noticed,  in  the  romnience* 
roent  or  pro^re^s  of  some  cases,  an  ofcasioiial  arceleninon  of  the  brealli* 
ing,  cotttitiMinv  for  s-veial  hour'*  or  even  days^  during  which  the  cheeks 
assumed  a  florid  color^  and  there  was  every  iudicatioa/ef  a  pefiTect  aeit* 
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tton  of  the  blood.  Sometimes  there  is  even  a  morbid  freqaency  of  res- 
piration apparently  depending  upon  irritation  of  the  respiratory  nerves, 
during;  wliich  the  skin  is  unrouiuicmly  florid,  and  there  is  morbid  wakeful- 
ness and  sometimes  a  plirenzied  dehrium.  Such  a  state,  however,  is 
ordinarily  of  sliort  continuance,  and  is  succeeded  by  infrequent  riespiratjon, 
hvidity  of  skin,  a  loiv  delirium,  subsultus  tendinuiri,  and  coma^^the  irrr- 
tative  excitement  being  succeeded  by  a  morbid  depression  of  neivous 
energy. 

No  inconsiderable  part  of  the  symptoms  occurring  in  typhus,  it  is  be- 
lieved, may  be  attributed  to  the  imperfect  respiration  which  we  are  con- 
sidering. The  <<  sensorial  debility  and  disturbance  of  the  mental  pow- 
ers," which  are  prominent  characteristics  of  typhus,  may  be  produced 
by  any  impediment  to  the  respiration,  preventing  a  proper  aeration  of 
the  blood.  But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  this  imperfect  respiration 
is  ordinarily  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of  disease  in  typhus.  It  is  pre* 
ceded  and  caused,  in  most  cases,  by  a  torpor  of  tlie  respiratory  system 
of  nerves,  which  appears  obviously  connected  with  a  general  depressioa 
of  nervous  energy  throughout  the  system*.  In  such  cases,  hdwever,  tiia 
imperfect  respiration  cannot  fail  to  add  to  the  general  nervous  torpor, 
through  the  paralyzing  influence  of  the  black  blood ;  and  in  cases  of  dis- 
ease commencing  in  the  lungs,  a  similar  torpor  of  the  nervous  systeiD 
is  a  cofisequent  result. 

I  have  adverted  particularly  to  typlious  fever,  as  a  disease  in  which 
this  deficient  arteiialization  of  the  bloi»d  is  ordinarily  prominent  through- 
out its  progress.  In  this  disease  there  is  hardly  a  point  requiring  more 
careful  observation  for  pioonostic  and  therapeutic  indications.  A  re- 
markable relative  infrequency  of  respiration,  in  the  eaily  stage  of  the 
disease,  indicates  an  alarming  prognosis.  If  in  this  stage  the  respiraton 
and  pulse  are  as  1  to  7  or  8,  it  is  almost  certain  that  its  course  wdl  be 
of  a  low  typhoid  character.  Vertigo,  tinnitus  aurium,  subsultus,  a  mut- 
tering delirium,  and  coma,  are  almost  sure  to  succeed.  If  such  infre- 
quency of  respiration  occurs  in  any  stage  of  the  disease,  it  may  be  con- 
sideied  as  the  precursor  of  a  similar  train  of  symptoms.  Those  symp- 
toms which  are  commonly  attributed  to  '^  determination  to  the  brain" 
or  *^  congestion  in  the  brain,"  are  associated  with,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
sure depending  upon,  this  imperfect  respiration. 

Congestive  typhus, — In  that  form  of  disease  which  is  treated  of  by 
Armstrong  and  others  as  congestive  typhus,  this  deficiency  of  respini* 
tioo  appears  to  be  a  prominent  cause  of  the  peciiliaiities  cbaracteriziog 
this  form  of  fever. 

This  variety  of  typhus  is  commonly  ushered  ia  with  chills,  vertigo, 
diDwsiness,  and  extreme  general  prostration ;  the  breathing  is  infre- 
quent, irregular  and  sighing,  or  in  some  cases  frequent,  but  short,  feeble 
and  inefficient ;  the  skin  pale  and  somewhat  livid ;  the  beat  of  surface 
unequally  diflflised ;  the  pulse  rather  frequent  and  irregular,  or  in  soma 
oases  very  infrequent  and  oppressed ;  sensation  and  voluntary  motion 
are  suddenly  impaired ;  and  subsultus,  muttering  delirium,  aiid  coma, 
aooD  supervene,  in  rapid  cases  the  disease  has  a  near  resemblance  to 
apoplexy.    On  dissection,  the  blood  is  found  accumulated  in  the  ?eittf 
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«nd  the  right  side  of  tlie  heart ;  the  arteries,  brain,  muscles,  and  all 
parts  of  tiie  system  are  dark  colored  froin  the  black  blood  coniained  ia 
them ;  and  the  blood  either  remains  liquid,  or  coagulates  very  in- 
perfectly. 

Dr.  Soiithwood  Smith,  in  describing  this  form  of  typhus,  says,  ihe 

fratieni  '<  lies  insensible,  with  a  coM  and  dusky  skin  ;  witii  a  swollen  and 
ivid  countenance;  ivith  a  heavy  and  oppressed  respiration;  with  i 
pulse  perhaps  not  to  be  felt,  or,  if  distinguishable,  either  so  rapid  that  k 
cannot  be  counted,  so  small  that  it  is  like  a  thread  beneath  the  finger, 
and  so  weak  that  it  is  lost- by  the  slightest  pressure,  or  else  slow,  irregu- 
lar, and  intermittent.  In  this  state  the  patient  is  almost  as  coiiipletelj 
paralyeed  as  in  apoplexy,  and  the  aitack  is  almost  as  rapidly  fatal  » 
tpoplexy." — Treatise  an  Fever ,  p.  175. 

The  symptoms  and  post-obit  appearances  certainly  are  the  same  h 
those  attending  asphyxia  produced  by  inlialing  ceitain  noxious  gases, 
by  mechanical  obstruction  of  the  lungs,  and  by  a  division  of  the  respin- 
lory  nerves ;  and  a  careful  consideration  of  the  phenomena,  I  ibiok, 
SDQsl  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  imperfect  respiration  is  a  most  promi- 
oent  feature  of  the  disease.  These  circumstances  surely  demand  a  vM 
oei^ful  attention  to  the  disparity  between  the  respiration  and  the  puls^ 
which  attends  this  form  of  disease. 

Not  only  in  typhus,  but  in  all  diseases,  when  the  relative  frequency 
of  the  respiration  is  less  than  in  the  proportion  of  I  to  4),  it  is  a  sai« 
indication  of  deficient  aeration  of  the  blood,  unless,  as  in  some  ran 
cases,  there  is  some  disproportionate  debility  of  the  heart,  ocemmi 
frequent,  feeble,  and  ineffectual  contractions  of  that  organ. 

But  there  is,  in  many  cases,  deficient  aeration,  when  the  ratio  betveea 
the  frequency  of  the  respiration  and  pulse  is  normal ;  and  even  whea 
there  is  a  comparative  increased  frequency  of  respiration.    Typhous  fr 
ret  may  be  complicated  with  some  affection  of  tlie  bronchial  membrane, 
preventing  a  free  communication  between  the  respired  air  and  the  bW 
within  the  lungs ;  or  with  some  affection  of  the  lungs  or  pleura,  pt^ 
venting  a  full  expansion  of  the  lungs;  or  with  tympanitic  distension « 
the  abdomen  (a  common  symptom  in  typhoid  fevers),  preventing  a  te 
descent  of  the  diaphragm ;  or  with  some  of  the  other  chcumstances 
before  adverted  to  as  occasioning  a  mechanical  impediment  to  tbe  re^ 
ratory  motions.     Sometimes,  also,  in  connection  with  the  generd  de* 
biKty  attending  typhoid  diseases,  there  is  a  disproportionate  debiiiiy« 
the  respiratory  muscles,  causing  the  motions  of  respiration  to  be  smaH) 
feeble,  and  inefficient.     In  all  such  cases  the  blood  will  be  impeHect^ 
aerated,  unless  the  relative  frequency  of  respiration  is  more  than  naturu; 
as  the  deficient  fullness  of  respiration  ought  to  be  compensated  for  of 
increased  frequency.    If  the  cause  of  this  impeded  respiration  is  iRS"** 
feat,  it  wtH  of  coarse  be  considered  in  counting  the  respiration  and  fw^ 
but  if  the  impediment  is  latent,  the  relative  frequency  alone  might  M 
to  an  erroneoos  conclusion.    The  d^ree  of  fullness  of  respiralkw  »  • 
be  considered  in  connection  with  the  frequency.     Commonly,  however, 
the  imperfect  aeration  is  auffici^itiy  evident,  from  the  livid  tinge  of  OT 
tba  tlrowannesiy  rudasaoeas,  and  other  lympioros  ^kich  it  produces. 
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PneunumiHs. — In  fhis  disease,  especially  when  of  a  typhoid  eharaC" 
ter,  the  symptoms  of  imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood  kre  remarkably 
prominent,  in  almost  all  cases  the  frequency  of  respiration  is  con- 
siderably increased.  In  a  moderately  severe  case,  with  pulse  at  90, 
the  respiration  will  be  as  frequent  as  30  in  a  minute — that  is,  in  a  ratio 
of  1  to  3 ;  and  when  the  lungs  are  extensively  engorged,  the  ratio  is 
often  as  1  to  2.  In  one  sense  a  very  frequent  respiration  in  this  disease 
is  a  bad  symptom,  as  it  indicates  extensive  engorgement ;  but  while  the 
engorgement  continues,  this  frequent  respiration  is  favorable,  and  indeed 
absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  life.  It  is  desirable  that  the  increased  fre^ 
quency  sliould  compensate  for  the  pulmonary  obstruction ;  but  it  is  rarely 
fully  suflScient  for  tiiis  purpose.  The  *<  tumid,  purple  face  or  lips,'*  consti- 
tuting a  part  of  the  de6nition  of  pneumonitis  in  Good  and  other  authors, 
indicate  that,  notwhiistanding  llie  increased  frequency  of  respirationy 
•till  the  blood  is  imperfectly  arterialifised.  A  further  increased  fre- 
quency is  desirable,  provided  tliere  is  not  a  corresponding  increase  of 
the  pulmonary  obstruction  ;  if  thia  obstruction  is  diminished,  a  pro|>or- 
tionate  diminished  frequency  of  respiration  is  not  unfavorable ;  but  if 
the  respiration  suddenly  becomes  less  frequent,  while  auscultation  and 
percussion  detect  no  abatement  of  the  obstruction  within  the  lungs,  the 
symptom  »  alarming.  It  indicates  that  the  nerves  of  respiration  ard 
losing  their  energy,  and  that  imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood,  with  it^ 
consequences,  coma,  muttering  delirium — in  short,  a  fatal  asphyxia—* 
will  ensue.  Ttie  more  typhoid  is  the  character  of  the  pneumonia,  the 
greater  is  tlia  danger  of  this  failure  of  respiration.  Indeed,  in  all  ty- 
phoid diseases,  a  torpor  of  the  respiratory  nerves  is  to  be  apprehended 
as  a  common  souixse  of  danger. 

Typhoui  fever^  complicated  mth  fmeunumitU,  is  a  disease  in  which 
the  effects  of  imperfect  aeratbn  of  the  blood  are  renrarkably  prominent. 
Dr.  Southwood  Smith,  in  treating  of  <'  typhus  mitior  with  thoracic  affec-^ 
lion,"  very  well  describes  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  this  disease. 
*'  Prominent  thoracic  aflbction,  as  we  have  seen,"  lie  remarks,  '*  is  not 
infrequent  insynochus;  in  typhus  it  is  more  constant;  and  the  signs 
which  denote  its  existence  are  more  obvbua,  but  they  are  not  precisely 
the  same.  The  pain  in  the  chest  is  less  severe  ;  it  is  more  often  absent 
altogether ;  while  the  sense  of  stricture  and  the  dyspncsa  are  more  ur- 
gent. The  cough  is  more  constantly  attended  with  mucous  rattle;  the 
respiration  is  sliorter  and  more  hurried.  The  skin  in  general  'is  cooler, 
and  it  is  always  more  dusky.  The  dark  color  of  the  skin,  in  severe 
cases  becoming  quite  livki,  is  one  of  the  most  characteristic  mirks  of 
intense  thoracic  affection.  The  eotor  of  the  cheek  is  at  first  of  a  deep 
and  vivid  red  ;  as  the  disease  advances  it  becomes  of  a  purple  tinge,  and 
at  length  it  is  quite  Kvid.  In  these  cases  it  is  not  uncommon  for  the 
respiration  to  be  from  forty  to  fifty  in  a  minute.  The  pulse  is  infariably 
rapi«l  and  weak.  The  cerebral  affection  is  equally  peculiar  and  cha- 
racteristic ;  it  never  consists  of  intense  excitement ;  it  is  never  accom* 
l^anied  with  violent  detirittin  ;  it  is  indicated  by  confusion  and  stupor 
passing  rapidly  into  coma ;  and  it  is  attended  with  low  muttering  ioco- 
faeoeoce  or  dis|oioi(ad  Eambiingy  the  titiae  of  ideas  that  paas  through  the 
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mind  being  extremely  faint,  and  linked  together  by  no  distinguishable 
affinity.  We  know  that  one  of  the  most  essential  conditions  to  the 
due  exercise  of  the  sensorial  faculties  is  the  due  supply  of  the  brain 
with  arterial  blood ;  but  in  this  state  of  the  systein  arterial  blood  does 
not  and  cannot  circulate  through  the  brain,  because  it  is  not  formed  id 
the  lungs:  the  patient  is  in  a  slate  approaching  to  asphyxia,  and  in  very 
severe  cases  he  remains  for  several  days  in  as  perfect  a  state  of  asphyxia 
as  seems  to  be  compatible  with  life.  Why  debility  should,  in  these 
cases,  be  carried  to  the  utmost  possible  extent ;  why  such  cases  should 
form  the  most  exquisite  specimens  of  the  adynamic  state,  need  not  be 
pointed  out:  the  disease  is  concentrated  in  the  very  organ  which  elabo- 
rates the  pabulum  of  life,  and  that  stream  which  should  convey  its  vivi- 
fying and  animating  influence  to  every  nook  and  point  of  the  systein,  is 
corrupted  at  its  source." — Treatise  en  Fever,  p.  169. 

With  this  clue  to  the  prostrating  influence  of  the  black  blood  on  ibe 
system,  it  is  remarkable  that  Dr.  Smith  appears  to  have  drawn  no  prac- 
tical inference  from  it,  even  in  the  thoracic  cases  under  consiileraiion  ; 
and  it  is  scarcely  less  remarkable  thai  he  should  not  have  traced  the 
eflfects  of  this  influence  in  the  other  forms  of  typhus,  and  in  other 
fevers.  These  eflecls  of  imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood  are  almost 
equally  observable  in  the  '*  typhus  mitior  with  cerebral  afTection,"  and 
other  forms  of  fever  described  by  this  author,  and  especially  in  ty- 
phus gravior. 

The  author  also  omits  to  mention  the  important  fact  that  pneumonia, 
when  occurring  with  typhus,  is  ordinarily  of  a  latent  character.  Some- 
times it  manifests  the  thoracic  symptoms  which  he  has  described ;  but 
more  commonly  not  only  the  pain  in  the  chest  is  "  absent  altogether," 
but  no  "  sense  of  stricture  "  b  complained  of,  there  is  no  cough  or  ex- 
pectoration, and,  unless  in  the  advanced  stages,  there  is  no  "  mucous 
rattle." 

Another  important  omission  m  the  detail  of  symptoms  might  seem 
remarkable,  were  it  not  common  to  most  authors ;  in  the  description  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  of  fever,  the  number  of  respirations  in  a 
minute  b  stated  in  only  two  or  three  cases.  That  almost  all  authois 
neglect  this  point,  while  variations  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  are 
carefully  and  minutely  detailed,  is  sufficient  evidence  that  the  importance 
of  the  relative  frequency  of  the  respiration  and  the  pulse  has  been  most 
unaccountably  overlooked. 

Delirium  tremens, — In  this  disease,  according  to  my  observations, 
there  is  always  this  imperfect  respiration.  Ordinarily  there  is  a  re- 
markable relative  infrequency  of  respiration,  even  when  the  disease  is 
complicated  with  auction  of  the  lungs.  Authors  generally  appear  to  be 
unaware  how  commonly  this  disease  is  thus  complicated.  In  May,  1832, 
I  lost  a  patient  with  delirium  tremens,  who  had  manifested  few  symp- 
toms of  pulmonary  affection  ;  but  after  death  the  lungs  were  found  very 
extensively  engorged.  The  case  induced  me  to  examine  particularly 
for  latent  affection  of  the  kind  in  all  cases  of  this  disease.  Since  that 
time,  now  six  years,  I  have  attended  more  than  60  cases,  and  have  been 
iurprised  to  find  in  every  case  decided  indicatbns  of  pulmonary  engorge- 
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nent.  In  most  cases  there  is,  io  the  early  stages,  a  distinct  crepitation, 
such  as  ordinarily  attends  pneumonitis ;  in  other  cases  the  sound  is  such 
as  indicates  edematous  engorgement,  resembling  the  sound  produced  by 
squeezing  a  wet  sponge,  by  wringing  wet  clothes,  or  by  the  efferves- 
cence of  fermenting  liquors.  The  engorgement  appears  to  be  of  a 
passive  kind,  being  manifested  in  the  most  depending  portions  of  the 
lungs — ^about  the  posterior  portions,  if  the  patient  has  been  lying  on  the 
back ;  or  in  the  inferior  lobes,  if  he  has  been  long  in  an  erect  posture. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this  engorgement,  which  prevails  through 
the  whole  course  of  the  disease,  has  commonly  been  mistaken,  in  post- 
obit  examinations,  for  that  passive  accumulation  in  the  back  of  the  lungs 
which  takes  place  in  most  diseases  in  the  last  moments  of  life,  or  after 
death.  Since  turning  my  attention  to  this  point,  my  experience  has  co- 
incided with  that  of  the  late  Dr.  David  Hosack,  of  New  York,,  who 
stated,  in  his  lectures,  that  he  had  always  found  delirium  tremens  com- 
plicated with  pulmonary  disease. 

As  before  remarked,  the  Respiration  is  ordinarily  infrequent.  The  ra- 
tio between  the  respiration  and  tiie  pulse  is  sometimes  I  to  6  or  7,  even 
when  there  is  considerable  pulmonary  engorgement.  This  condition  of 
the  respiration  accounts  for  the  livid  skin,  and  may  be  a  principal  cause 
of  the  cerebral  perturbation  and  the  trembling  wiiicb  characterize  this 
dbease. 

Night-mare  (Ephialtes  noctumns  of  Good)  is  unquestionably  owing 
to  imperfect  respiration.  This  disease  is  described  by  Dr.  Good,  as 
^'  produced  during  sleep,  and  interrupting  it  with  violent  struggle  and 
tremor :  the  pressure  on  the  chest  seeming  to  be  that  of  some  hideous 
monster  or  phantom."  The  respiration  is  remarkably  infrequent,  irregu- 
lar, and  interrupted ;  and  commonly  attended  with  a  noise  indicative  of 
anxiety  and  distress.  The  mental  hallucination  is  sometimes  an  appre- 
hension of  being  crushed  by  some  heavy  weight,  or  of  being  violentiy 
grasped  by  some  hideous  animal,  or  of  being  smotiiered  under  a  bed,  or 
of  being  tightly  bound  or  closely  confined.  In  general,  the  hallucina- 
tion is  such  as  appears  to  have  its  origin  in  some  interruption  of  the  respi- 
ratory motions  ;  and  it  is  quickly  dispelled  by  awaking,  or  by  any  external 
impression  which  excites  the  motions  of  respiration.  It  occurs  during 
sleep,  when  respiration  is  deprived  of  the  aid  of  the  will ;  and  is  in 
many  cases  excited  by  a  full  meal  taken  at  bed-time,  which  operates,  in 
part,  at  least,  to  impede  the  motions  of  the  diaphragm.  It  mdst  com- 
monly occurs  when  a  person  is  lying  on  the  back,  probably  because  in 
this  position  the  weight  of  the  lungs  presses  on  the  ganglia  and  trunks  of 
the  organic  nerves,  and  the  abdominal  viscera  crowd  against  the  dia- 
phragm, more  than  in  other  postures  of  the  body. 

[To  be  contintted.J 


CASE  OF   ACUTE  HEPATITIS. 

(CoDcluded  from  pageSSS.). 

Remarks. — If  the  doctor's  case  can  be  identified  with  any  known  dis- 
ease,  it  must  be  that  of  acute  hepatitis  of  the  membrane  of  the  liver. 
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But  here  several  symptoms  were  lacking  to  carry  out  the  complete 
identity — as:  I.  The  absence  of  a  chilly  fit.  2.  The  absence  of 
cough.  3.  The  absence  of  fever.  And,  4.  The  speedy  and  sudden 
close  of  life. 

Of  a  case  of  the  kind  so  rapidly  terminating  in  a  fatal  issue,  I  know 
of  no  instance  upon  record.     And  the  inquiry  will  naturally  arise  as  to 
i  the  causes  which  should  have  so  suddenly   thrown  so  noble  a  cor- 

I  poreal  frame  into  the  arms  of  death. 

We  know  that  such  sudden  terminations  of  life  take  place  in  all  great 
ejndemics,  as  the  communication  to  which  I  have  referred  at  the  begin* 
Ding,  fully  portrays.  Now  the  individual  symptoms  of  all  mortal  e[H- 
demies  do  occasionally  appear  in  sporadic  cases.  It  is,  however,  in  the 
present  instance,  difficult  to  conceive  that  the  pain,  although  excm- 
dating,  should  have  so  suddenly  eilhausted  the  system  ;  because  ex- 
perience teaches  that  extreme  pain,  without  fever,  may  be  borne,  and 
I  has  often  been  borne,  for  a  great  length  of  time  without  producing  death. 

Perhaps  the  author  is  not  to  be  found  wl\o  does  not  insist  upon  a  re- 
sort to  the  lancet  in  a  case  of  acute  hepatitis.  Still,  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
H.,  had  my  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  using  it  entirely  dissuaded  oie 
from  its  use,  I  now  think  that  I  should  not  have  regretted  it ;  although, 
had  he  died  without  bloodletdng,  as  he  himself  wished  to  be  bled,  and 
as  the  authority  of  the  medical  world  was  in  its  favor,  it  is  not  certain 
bu^^  regrets  would  have  been  still  greater. 

It  IS  to  be  considered  that  the  article  entided  Mors  Epidemica,  in 
your  Journal,  was  not  published  till  long  after  the  occurrence  of  this  case. 
And  with  great  propriety  may  the  remarks  therein  contained  be  made  to 
embrace  sporadic  cases,  as  it  so  well  does  epidemics. 

It  may  easily  be  believed  that  I  could  not  let  the  examination  pass 
before  me  without  having  an  eye  to  the  discovery  of  the  causes  of  the 
doctor's  constitutional,  perhaps  AcrcrftVary,*  malady— extreme  hypo- 
chondriasis. There  was  nothing,  however,  discovered  of  that  state  of 
ehronically  diseased  viscera  which  our  great  writers  describe.  But  here 
we  must  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  of  our  own.  Whether  they 
will  be  well  received  or  not,  we  cannot  tell.  No  one  ventures  to  travd 
a  new  and  untrodden  path,  without  having  some  apprehensions  of  getting 
lost.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  that  path  has  not  yet  been  found  out  wfaich 
kads  to  the  source  oi  this  most  uncomfortable  of  all  human  maiadies^- 
faypochondriasis. 

That  the  seat  of  hypochondriacal  complaints  is  in  the  abdominal  Fts- 
cera,  will  be  taken  for  granted  ;  at  least  with  us,  and,  as  we  think,  will 
be  contested  by  none.  When,  therefore,  we  saw  the  colon  lying  iar  out 
of  its  place,  so  as  perhaps  to  be  quite  three  inches  higher  than  in  other 
subjects,  our  theory  embraced  the  fact,  that  hypochondriasis  might  be 
owing  to  error  loci  of  the  viscera.  For  the  colon  could  not  have  been 
thus  displaced  without  the  other  viscera  suffering  also.  The  stomach 
must  have  been  pressed  upward  and  backward.  Hence  dyspepsia  and 
all  its  train  of  evils,  so  apparent,  so  long  continued,  so  distressmg,  and 

•  The  wtUm  of  this  artteto  utMidad  m  'nged  natttMl  ttO0ie  af  ta«  dOGl«r*i|  wlw  wm  ifteiu< 
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so  hard  to  remove.  Hence  that  most  efi^tiial  of  all  oiir  remedial 
agents,  riding  on  horseback.  And  in  this  identical  case  I  happened  to 
know  that  the  health  and  happiness  of  Dr.  H.  depended  very  much 
upon  this  mode  of  gestation.  Yours,  fee. 

Lebanon  (Conn,),  Ayril  26,  1838.  Joseph  Comstock. 

P.  S. — The  smoking  moderately  of  tobacco  is  one  of  the  very  best 
remedies,  besides  riding,  for  dyspepsia.  But  the  mode  of  its  operaticm 
bad  long  puzzled  me,  until,  in  connection  with  this  case  an.d  dissection, 
I  considered  its  antispasmodic  properties,  and  its  tendency  to  quk*ken 
the  peristaltic  motion.  One  thing  further.  Those  who  have  hernia, 
when  the  intestine  is  out  of  place,  undergo  constant  dragging,  unbeara** 
ble  uneasiness  without  pain,  similar  to  the  never-ceasing  complaints  of 
the  hypochondriac.  J.  C. 


MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

BT   SAMUei;  A.  TOOTBAXBR,  M.D. 

To  ike  EiUor  of  the  Botlon  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir,— After  a  lapse  of  some  months,  I  now  propose  to  continue  my 
communications  for  the  Journal,  on  Medical  Botany  ;  not  so  much  with 
a  view  to  instruct  others,  as  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a 
few  plants,  and  to  elicit  facts  from  those  better  acquainted  than  myself 
with  their  therapeutic  properties.  S.  A.  T. 

NO.    IX.*-HERACLEUM.      MASTZRWORT.      COW-PARSNIF. 

Sex  Sjfst. — Class  peniandria;  order  digynia.  Nat.  Order, — Urn- 
bellifers.  Gtn,  Giar. — Fruit  with  a  membranaceous  margin  ;  ribs 
three,  dorsal,  obtuse ;  intervals  and  commissure  with  clavate  spots ; 
flowers  sub-radiant ;  involucre  none  or  irregular,  caducous. 
'  Specif.  Descrip. — Heradeum  lanaium.  Leaves  ternate,  petiolate, 
tomentoee  beneath  ;  leafets  petioled,  round-cordate,  lobed  ;  fruit  orbicular 
or  elliptiral,  emarginate.  It  is  abundant  in  many  parts  of  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  States.  It  may  be  found  in  Dorchester  and  in  Billerica.  It  grows 
in  wet  meadows,  and  flowers  in  June  ;  has  a  large,  perennial,  Bbrous  root. 
Stem  from  three  to  6ve  feet  high^  thick,  tubular,  pubescent ;  ufnbels 
hrge  ;  flowers  white.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  of 
our  indigenous,  umbelliferous  plants,  but  its  chief  importance  is  as  a 
remedy.  It  has  been  noticed  by  a  few  medical  writers,  but  its  value  is 
not  generally  known  to  physicians.  It  was  called  heradeum  spondy. 
liuin  in  the  6rst  editions  of  Thacher*s  Dispensatorv  ;  and  by  Dr.  Oinei 
spondyHum  vulgare  Mr9uium,  probably  from  the  idea  that  it  was  specifl- 
eally  the  same  plant  as  the  oriental  cow-parsnip,  known  by  both  of 
these  names.  The  heracleum  spondyliutn  of  Linneus ;  folioJis,pir^ 
natifidis^  lavibus ;  flioribus  uniformibus^  is  an  exotic,  called  cow-parS" 
mpy  all'healy  ^c,  "  whk*h  in  Siberia  grows  eztrenjely  high,  and  a|tpeai« 
to^bave  vinoei  in  iba  cura  of  dyaeniery."    It  baa  been  used  for  the 
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bite  of  serpents.  Torrey,  Eaton,  Bigelow,.Wood,  Michaux,  and  Will- 
denow,all  agree  in  calling  the  American  cow-parsnip  keracfeum  lanatuwu 
Matlerwari  is  a  name  wliicli  has  coininonly  been  given  to  another 
phnit  not  indigenous  to  this  country,  the  iinperitoria  ohstruihium  ;  bul 
it  is  now,  ecpiaily  with  cow-parsnip,  given  to  the  herarlemn.  Neither 
the  toild  parmip  nor  Alexanders  (Sinyrniuin  aureuni)  need  be  niistakeo 
for  heracleum. 

The  pans  of  this  plant  most  used  in  medicine  are  the  seeds  and  root 
or  iliVir  comparative  vahie  I  am  yet  uncertain.  Dr.  Bigelow  says, 
*^  Its  taste  is  strong  and  acrid.  The  bruised  root  or  leaves,  exteniallj 
applied,  excite  mhefaction.  It  appears  to  possess  a  virose  character^ 
and  should  be  used  with  caution,  especially  when  gsithered  from  a  wa- 
tery or  damp  situation."  The  dried  root  has  an  unpleasant  smell,  some- 
what resembling  that  of  valerian,  and  a  nauseous,  bitter,  pungent  taste. 
The  seeds  have  a  somewhat  fragrant  odor,  and  an  aromatic,  pungent 
taste,  i  have  known  the  latter  used  freely  as  a  remedy,  fur  some 
years,  without  the  slightest  symptom  of  a  poisonous  effect  being  caui^ 
by  them.  I  have  also  used  them  freely  since  engaged  in  practice,  and 
have  taken  them  myself,  without  ever  witnessing  any  effect  of  this  kind. 
Yet  1  am  inclined  to  believe  they  are  possessed  slightly  of  a  narcotic 
principle.  They  are  a  valuable  stinuilant  and  carminative,  and  probably 
possess  deoltstruent  and  anodyne  properties.  I  have  found  them  of  con- 
siderable service  in  gastric  and  hepatic  affections,  given  in  combi nation 
Vf\i\\  laxative  or  cathartic  medicines.  They  are  a  valuable  adjuvant  to 
senna  and  ^nlts.  i  have  given  them  wit b  good  success  for  the  relief  of 
severe  strangury  pains,  and  believe  them  to  act  as  a  diuretic  to  some 
extent.  By  infusion  they  probably  lose  a  part  of  their  valuable 
properties.  They  may  be  given  in  substance  or  tincture.  A  strong 
tincture  is  easily  made  of  them  with  alcohol,  of  which  a  drachm  or  two 
may  be  given  at  a  time,  and  repeated  as  occasion  may  require.  In  sub- 
stance fioui  to  to  30  giains  may  be  taken  for  a  dose. 

Perhaps  the  root  may  possess  more  of  a  narcotic  principle  than  i\\e 
seeds,  bul  I  have  eaten  a  scruple  of  the  dried  root  witluHit  inconve- 
nience. Dr.  Orne  seems  to  have  cured  three  cases  out  of  five  of  epi- 
lepsy by  the  free  use  of  this  plant,  giving  two  or  three  drachms  of  tlie 
dried  root  daily,  and  a  strong  infusion  of  the  tops.  '<  In  the  hands  of 
Other  practitioners,'*  says  Dr.  Thacher,  '<  this  plant  has  manifested  con- 
siderable efficacy,  exerting  its  peculiar  powers  immediately  on  the  sto- 
mach as  an  excellent  carminative,  and,  if  it  does  not  cure  epilepsy,  it 
generally  mitigates  the  distressing  symptoms  attending  that  disease. .  lo 
some  cases  of  dyspepsia,  accompanied  with  flatulences  and  cardialgia,  a 
strong  decoction  of  this  plant  has  been  given  by  Dr.  Mann  with  satis- 
factory success."  Another  writer  says,  <<The  roots  are  carminatiFe 
and  anti-hysteric.  They  remove  hysterical  complaints,  flatulence,  ver- 
tigo, dinmess  of  sight,  trembling  and  anxiety — help  the  appetite,  and 
have  cured  the  epilepsy." — Family  Phyiician, 

There  is  little  reason  to  doubt  the  value  of  heracleum  as  a  remedy  tot 
dyspepsia,  oppression  at  the  praecordia,  vertigo,  palpitation,  &c.,  when 
depending  on  an  atonic  slate  of  the  stomaobi  causing  flatulence  and 
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acirlity  ;  and,  as  such  afiections  are  common  in  hysteria,  it  would  doubt- 
leas  relieve  those  symptoms,  ir  it  did  not  exert  a  direct  influence  on  the 
disease.  It  may  act  erfif!ienily  in  suppre<;sed  ciitanietiia,  and  perhaps  in 
some  cases  of  ainenorrhoea  and  dysmenorrhcsa  may  have  a  saUita* 
ry  effect. 

The  seeds  are  liis;hly  charged  with  a  volatile,  aromatic  oil,  in  which 
prohahly  much  of  their  peculiar  properties  reside.  I  have  never  seen 
this  circumstance  alluded  to,  but  am  perfeclly  satisfied  of  the  fact,  and 
that  by  distillation  they  would  yield  an  essential  oil  in  considerable 
quantity.  If  to  the  alcoholic  tincture  an  equal  quantity  of  water  be 
added,  the  oil  will  be  seen  floating,  aud^  after  shaking,  a  whitish  mixture 
will  be  formed. 

Catnbridgeport^  itfcry,  1838. 


BOSTOiN  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    MAY  23.     J  838. 


LOUISVILLE   JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

With  the  triumphant  establishment  of  the  new  school  of  medicine,  at 
Louii)villp,  Ky.,a  nrw  quarterly  Journal  hiis  altio  been  ushered  into 
being  under  the  guiding  influence  of  the  faculty  of  thfi  Institute.  The 
specimen  numtter  is  exceedingly  croditHble  in  exlrrnal  appearance, 
which  is  something  of  a  recommendation  in  the  eye  of  the  world.  But 
ltd  real  character  is  developed  in  its  pages  ;  and  as  far  as  we  can  dis- 
cover, it  is  destined  to  become  a  high  toned,  elevated,  spirited,  and  in  all 
respects  a  valuable  repository  of  western  medical  literature  and  science. 
Some  of  the  leading  articles  arc  too  heavy — a  fault  which  can  easily  be 
obviated  in  future  numbers.  Dr.  Brent *s  paper  on  the  Extraction  of 
^nsal  polypus;  Dr.  Bell's  miscellaneous  cases,  with  remarks;  and 
Dr.  Rodger's  Fatal  Case  of  Rupture  of  the  Uterus  occurring  at  the 
fifth  month  of  utero-gestation,  &c.,  are  decidedly  valuable  contributions. 
Professor  Caldwell  is  without  a  rival  in  this  country,  as  a  strictly  medi- 
cal writer.  There  is  strength  and  peculiar  vigor  in  every  line  of  his  rn- 
diting — and  yet  he  seems  not  always  to  be  appreciated,  because  he  is 
not  always  understood.  Whe/i  he  designs  to  be  severe,  he  makefl  ene- 
mies ;  and  when  the  lion  is  in  a  playful  mood,  the  smaller  animals  are 
afraid  to  trust  themselves  too  near  the  lair.  With  our  best  wishes  for  the 
individual  success  of  the  diflcirent  chairs  of  the  Institute,  and  for  the 
Journal,  too,  which  must  ultimately  become  its  special  herald,  we  can 
heartily  recommend  both  to  the  encouragement  and  direct  patronage  of 
the  medical  profession. 


Dr.  Hooker*8  EsBay. — The  reader  will  derive  much  advantage  from  a 
careful  examination  of  Dr.  Hooker's  paper  continued  in  this  day's  Jour- 
nal. He  is  a  thoro.ugh  and  patient  investigator,  and  therefore  cornea  be- 
fore the  medical  public  in  a  way  to  command  their  respect. 
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Scarcity  of  Leeches.^A  complaint  has  been  repeatedly  made,  of  late, 
that  teecheft  are  too  scarce  in  this  city,  and  consequently  those  for  whiMO 
they  are  preDcribed  are  often  obliged  to  pay  much  more  than  they  caa 
well  afflird.  The  sick  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  an  unreasonable  ex- 
pense. Whether  the  market  is  kept  purposely  poorly  supplied,  or 
wbethar  there  has  been  a  difficulty  in  procuring  a  sufficient  supply  from 
abroad,  has  not  been  ascertuined.  The  effort  of  the  MasHachusetts 
Medical  Society  to  rear  leeches  at  home,  in  sufficient  abundance  to  meet 
the  demand^  is  .not  likely  to  succeed,  as  was  at  one  time  anticipated. 


RdrecUfot  lavalida, — Practitioners  desirous  of  procuring  a  temporary 
residence  for  their  patients,  in  rhe  country,  reiiv)te  from  the  businesn,  the 
noise,  and  the  impure  atmosphere  of  the  cky  during  the  heat  of  summer, 
may  direct  them  with  confidence  to  the  Retreat  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
A.  Wilder,  in  the  quiet,  rural  town  of  Groton,  in  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex, about  forty  miles  from  Boston. 


The  Philadelphia  System  of  Midwifery. — It  is  gratifying  to  leara  thai 
Dr.  Meigs's  recent  work  i^  well  received  by  those  best  quiilified  to  appre- 
ciate its  value.  If  it  could  be  sold  a  little  cheaper,  very  many  in  the 
country  would  purchase,,  who  now  deny  themselves  what  they  actually 
consider  a  desirahle  acquisition,  simply  because  nothing  dear^  in  the 
book  way,  can  be  afforded.  L«^t  it  be  recollected  by  publishers  thai 
country  practitioners,  in  the  small  towns  of  the  interior,  receive  bnt  little 
money  for  their  services,  and  that  irregularly.  Books  must  be  fitted  lo 
the  times,  and  to  the  circumstances  of  those  for  whom  they  are  designed. 


English  Physicians  in  France. — The  affiiir  of  the  English  physicians 
at  Boulogne  has  terminated  in  the  condemnation  of  Drs.  Carter,  Scott, 
Shuter,  Allatt,  and  Gnlbraith,  to  the  payment  of  a  trifling  fine,  which, 
however,  is  equivalent  to  an  interdiction  from  practising  medicine  in 
France.  This  decision  has  naturally  been  very  unsatisfactory  to  the 
English  residents  at  Boulogne,  who  have  forwarded  a  petition  to  the 
King  of  the  French  on  the  subject  ;  but  their  application  will,  probably, 
be  of  no  avail,  for  we  have  been  informed  that,  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Senate  of  the  University  of  France,  not  less  than  ten  demands  from 
foreign  physicians  for  permission  to  practise,  have  met  with  a  decided 
refusal.  A  leading  French  medical  journal  suggests,  that  physiciaos 
furnished  with  diplomas  from  any  foreign  university  or  chartered  body, 
should  be  immediately  admitted  to  the  final  examination  (at  a  reduced 
feo)  before  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris.  This  appears  to  be  Ihe 
only  feasible  way  of  compromising  the  matter.— -Lofuion  Lancet. 


Cinchona  Bark, — From  various  arguments  adduced  it  appears  that  all 
the  useful  constituents  of  Peruvian  bark  may  be  obtained  by  the  aid  of 
menstrua  slightly  impregnated  with  alcohol  and  spirituous  ethers,  or  with 
acids.  With  a  view  to  investigate  this  subject,  Dr.  Hancock  com- 
menced  various  experiments  in  the  year  1826  ;  the  mate  results  wera 
briefly  these  :  the  simple  infusion  of  the  bark  in  plaio  .water  became  foetid 
in  three  or  four  daya,  losiog  ite  faint  oiochoiiic  odor,  aad  bafiiig  no  &aal« 
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of  the  bark  ;  oCbeirv,  with  the  addition  of  acids,  retained  their  taste  and 
odor  for  moDtbs.— /6ui. 


Medical  MlaceUany, — In  161  towns  in  Mew  Hampshire,  in  which  the 
popuhilion  was  193,569,  there  were  312  jnaniacs — and  most  of  these 
wretched  creatures  are  confined  to  dungeons  or  cages,  or  loaded  with 
chains,  to  the  everlasting  disgrace  of  that  otherwise  civilized  State.— A 
human  skeleton  has  been  brought  to  Baltimore  from  the  Ro<*ky  Moun- 
tains, near  the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri,  measuring  eight  feet  and  nim 
inckes  in  heighty  and  weighing  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds, — The  Ver- 
mont Mercury  speaks  of  the  medical  school  at  VVotidHtiK*k  as  being  very 
prosperous. — The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  ordered  Baron  Heurleloup  to 
procure  some  lithotrical  instruments,  especially  directing  that  they  shall 
be  made  in  London,  with  which  the  Parisian  instrument-makers  are  not 
very  well  pleased.  One  of  them,  M.  Charriere,'has  offered  a  prize  of 
500  francs  to  the  English  maker  who  will  manufacture  one  as  gopd  as 
bis.  Baron  Heurteloup  to  be  the  judge.  — *A  family  were  latrly  poisoned 
in  Galena,  by  eating  a  quantity  of  the  root  of  the  water-parsnip. —  Dr. 
Frost,  lately  tried  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  for  mal-practice  in  a  case  of 
fracture  «»f  the  leg,  has  had  a  verdict  rendered  in  his  favor. — Dr.  Auto- 
marchi,  the  physician  who  accompanied  Nopoleon  to  St.  Helena,  re- 
cently died  of  yellow  fever  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba. — A  family  were  lately 
poisoned  in  Bloomfield,  Ct.,  by  the* use  of  the  verati^m  emde,  or  poke 
root,  which  was  mixed  ^iih  the  greens  partaken  of  at  dinner.  By  free 
Tomiting  and  diffiisitile  stimulus,  tog«'ther  with  external  irritants  to  the 
region  of  the  stomarh,  and  heat,  the  powers  of  nature  were  aroused, 
and  the  patients  recoveredvThe  Thomsonians  have  lately  published  a 
letter  from  Prof.  Tully,  of  New  Haven,  on  lobelia  inflate,  in  which  he 
states  that  he  has  employed  this  article  for  S7  years,  and  witnesc^ed  its 
employment  by  others,  without  discovering  the  least  trace  of  any  nar- 
cotic effect  from  it,  and  he  therefore  considers  it  entirely  destitute  of  nar- 
cotic power.  Dr.  Bigelow,  and  our  correspondent  **A.''  in  the  last 
volume  of  the  Journal,  consider  it  narcotic. — Of  three  oiirang  outangs, 
which  were  shipped  for  this  country,  one  has  lately  arrived  in  Boston, 
An  opportunity  was  offered  on  their  passage  to  test  the  effect  on  them  of 
exclusive  vegetable  food,  the  result  of  which  was,  if  the  published  ac- 
counts are  correct,  the  death  of  two,  and  the  rapid  decline  of  the  other, 
which  was  saved  only  by  the  liberal  supply  of  animal  food.  The  dental 
apparatus  of  these  animals  much  resembles  that  of  man. — The  smallpox 
has  broken  out  in  the  State  prison  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  The  first  person  who 
M\  sick  had  been  in  solitary  confinement  more  than  a  year. — A  new 
medical  work  is  in  press  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  by  Dr,  J.  C.  Gunn. — In  180S, 
a  revolutionary  soldier,  whose  name  was  Kiitering,  revealed  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  a  specific  for  hydrophobia.  It  was  the  herb  chick 
weedy  anagallis  pliosnicea  ;  given,  when  dry  and  pulverized,  from  a  drachm 
to  a  scruple  dose,  in  beer,  which  proved  to  be  about  as  efficient  as  pul- 
verized sawdust. — A  physician,  in  Michigan,  has  been  committed  to  jail 
on  the  charge  of  having  poisoned  a  patient,  the  husband  of  a  ver^  fair 
ladf.— The  Commissioners  of  the  Greenwich  Hospital  advertise,  in  the 
London  Morning  Herald,  that  they  wish  to  contract  for  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  tons  of  New  Castle  coats. — Pneumonia  attacks  new-born 
emidren  much  more  frequently  than  is  commonly  supposed  to  be  the 
ease ;  it  is  too  often  mistaken  for  common  catarrhi  from  which^  indeed^  it 
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To  CoRnK8PorrpR!fT9,&c.— The  communication  from  Dr.Barber,  of  niinokyk 

added  to  our  list  of  accepted  articles. — Mr.  Cambeii,  thepubiisher,  will  please  accept 
our  thaukd  for  an  early  copy  of  a  little  treatise  on  Epidemic  Diseases.  I  n  the 
miis  of  pamphijts,  books,  letters,  &.C.,  which  have  accumulated  upon  our  hands 
of  late,  this  must  take  its  turn.  Owing  to  the  length  of  several  communications, 
which  are  necessarily  continued  through  successive  numbers  of  the  Jourosly 
miny  editorial  pj^ragraphs  relating  to  pissing  medical  eveoU,  have  been  post- 
poned, till,  in  fact,  the  interest  in  them  has  passed  by.  With  regard  to  books, 
however,  those  which  are  rightly  in  the  order  of  professional  chronicles  will  not 
be  forgotten.  Our  friends  and  correspondents,  therefore,  with  these  cxplaoatioos, 
it  is  hoped,  will  not  consider  themselves  intentionally  neglected. — The  meetine  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  takes  place  on  Wednesday  next,  insteajd  of 
Monday,  as  incorrectly  stated  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Whole  nniiiber  of  deaihn  iri  BtMton  for  ih«  week  ending  May  19th,  93.    Male*,  10— Females,  19. 

(;tiii.4t|iii^tioii,3— iiiaradiaiie.  l->(»ld  age,  3— inea^les,  1— d]«ea«e  of  ppioe,  1— inflaiiiiuiiiioii  ofth* 
bowelt,  I— inflammaiion,  1— debility,  l—diupey  on  llie  biiiii,  J— ecrorulM,  I— pleur»>  fever,  1— di»- 
easeof  the  heart,  1— ecirrhu«  of  the  oineiiiuin,  1— ovarian  dropey,  l->dropsy,  i— iDtkotile,  l-» 
atiUborn,  1. 


MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 
Thi  Annual  Meelini;  uf  ttie  MttMaehii«ett«  Medical  t«or.iety  will  lie  held  at  the  Soefety'e    Booai, 
Alhenaum  Building,  Pearl  (Strt.et,  on  WKflNBsiDAY,  30ih  in»l.,  at  10  c.'rlock,  A.  M.    The  anniMl 
di«ciuri«a  will   l>e  Julivered  iit  I  o'clock  by  Cbbnczcb  Ai.ori*,  M.I).     Literary  gentlemen  iDiBfemed 
iu  nidJicai  ecience,  aM(l  ■tiideuie  in  nif-dicine,  artt  renpeciAilly  inviti>d  tu  attend. 

A  Aiated  mueUug  oi  the  Coun^ellarn  will  be  held  on  the  day  fullowinx,  at  the  «ame  time  ui4 
place.  JOHN  HOMANd,  itae.  See. 

MEDICAL   IltSTRUCTION. 

Thc  ttiSieribersate  Ai««nciat6d  Tor  the  purpa«e  ur  giving  a  complete  eourae  uf  medical  instnictSoB, 
»ud  will  receive  pu|til«  cm  the  ful lowing  terms  : 

riid  ;iiipil4  will  he  id  niUed  to  the  practice  nfllie  MiMttchniiettB  General  Ho»pitnl,an4  will  reeeiw 
eiinieil  leeriirB.1  on  ilie  ci^et  th^y  witne«<i  there.  IrMirunion,  by  lecture*  or  ezaiuiiiations,  will  be 
given  in  the  iniervniB  cf  the  pnbliclectures,  every  week  day. 

On  ^lidwirery,nnd  the  Diseanes  of  Women  and  Children,  iind  on  Chemfetry,     by     Da.  CnAiniisc. 
0(1  Plivsl  iloxXf  Pn;hol.igy,  Tbcrapenticii,  and  Materia  Medica,  ~  '     **      Da.  Waks. 

On  the  i'riiicipJee and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -           -        .       -       -       ,  «      Da.  On*. 

On  Anatomy, -  "Da.  Lswie. 

The  «ludentii  are  provided  witli  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewie's  house,  where  they  have  neten  to  ■  larfe>- 
llhr  irv.  Ijif  !it«  I  rid  r'ual  ^ilh  mt  any  charge.  The  opportuiiitien  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  nut  inferior  to  any  in  tht^  country. 

The  fee^i  are  $IOJ~to  he  |iaid  in  advance.  Nocredlt  given,  except  on  suAcieut  eecttifty  of  momrn 
nereon  in  lliHtim,  nor  for  a  lonver  (leriod  than  six  months. 

At  ilicdiione  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Cbanning,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  Hoaaa, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANMIfO, 

JOHN  WARE. 
Oct.  18-tf  GenRGB  W.  OTIW,  J«. 

WiNSLOW  LBVk  IS,  iE* 

TO   MEDICAL  STl'DENTS 

Thi  nnderslined  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  inxtrnciing  in  nil  the  branches  of  MMltctn*  aadl 
Surgery.    A  suitable  rmmi  will  bepn»videii,  nnd  puplln  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medlcml 
llbrnrv,  opportniiiliei*  for  fteeiiis  the  practice  of  one  of  the  di^tricls  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  E^ 
and  6'ir  In.lriniry,  ntid  of  iriendint  ti  course  ot  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  re«al)ir  coMrse  of  recitutioud  and  axsimiiiations  will  include  all  the  reqnirt^d  profe«sional  wafIc*. 
Anitt)  uical  instruction  and  private  dis^erf  Inn  will  form  a  prominent  pari  In  the  study  ofllie  pufri^ 
For  further  inforraaiion,  apply  lu  either  of  the  subechbert.  JOHN  Ji^PFRIRF,  M.D. 

n    iHf    HOOPGR    M  D 
Fra»Uin  Street,  JWo.  9,  1836.  July  ]i)-.6m  JOHN  H.  DIX.  M.D*. 

"  MEDICAL    INSTRl'CTION. 

Thc  nnb^crther  proposes  to  take  a  few  mndicnt  students,  and  to  connect  a  small  aehnol  witb  iili 
privnts  establishment  for  the  trentment  of  invalids  and  for  sursirni  ofiemllons.  He  has  prorur«4 
e  luventent  ro  ynn,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  fiuriiili^s  for  annlnmicNl  inquiries  and  demoriMrm* 
tions.  His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilete  of  witnessing  such  Intereeting  and  imimiiant  c«aes  mm 
occ'ir  In  th')  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSfiPH  H.  FLINT. 
Strin field,  January,  1838.  Jan.  17.  

THE  BOrtTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOyRV\L  Is  pitt»tished  every  Wednasdny,  |iy 
0.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  VVa«hlncton  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  aH  commitnlcNilPMS 
mu!4t  be  ad'iressed.^o^e-pai/i.  Ir  is  al<o  pMlitished  iu  Monlhlv  Part*,  e.ncb  Pert  cnntalning  the  Wf^kly 
Buinhers  of  the  preeedinf  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Edltnr.^Pri<^  f3,QQ  a 
.v«Hr  in  !ilvance.^:i.V)  after  I  hr«e  months,  and  t4,00lfnnt  paid  within  the  year.  ~  A  gents  allnwac 
•vnrv  43v>>iih noiv  fraUi  ^Orders from  a  distance  roust  he  aceoiapaaled  by paydMBt la aivaaoa»flr 
■atlafkeiofy  rafamiea.— PoaUie  the  nme  as  lot  a  Nawepapaff.  ^  * 
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CASES  OF  LACERATION  OF  THE  IRIS   (WITH  A  COLORED  PLATE.) 

BT   EDWARD  J,   DAVENPORT,  M.D.,  BOSTON. 
(Commanlcatad  for  the  Boaton  Medical  and  Sargical  Jounial.  j 

Laceration  of  the  iris  is  not  an  infrequent  result  of  blows  and  injuries 
of  the  eye,  and  it  generally  takes  place  at  the  union  of  that  membrane 
with  the  ciliary  ligament.  The  natural  tendency  of  the  iris  to  become 
separated,  in  cases  of  violence  to  the  eye,  from  the  ciliary  ligament,  6rst 
led  Scarpa  to  propose  the  formation  of*  arti6cial  pupil  by  detaching  it 
from  that  part.  With  an  important  modiGcation,  Scarpa's  method  is 
still  adopted  in  certain  cases  of  closure  of  the  pupil ;  but  the  artificial 
pupil,  as  formed  by  him,  has  been  found,  for  some  reason  or  other,  to 
be  more  liable  to  close,  than  when  it  is  the  result  of  accident.  Lacera- 
tion of  the  iris  sometimes  occurs  in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  a  second 
or  accidental  pupil ;  while  in  other  iristances  a  much  more  extensive 
separation  takes  place,  and  more  or  less  of  the  iris  may  be  lost,  either 
by  the  process  of  absorption  or  by  a  prolapse  through  a  wound  in 
the  cornea. 

A  case  of  laceration  and  absorption  of  the  iris  is  mentioned  by  War- 
drop,  in  which  "  a  thorn  having  penetrated  the  eye,  after  the  subse- 
quent inflammation  was  removed,  the  whole  of  the  iris  was  found  to 
have  disappeared,  except  a  very  narrow  stripe,  which  extended  across 
the  eyeball.  The  vision  of  this  eye  remained  extremely  indistinct, 
unless  assisted  with  a  convex  glass,  or  by  looking  through  a  small  bole 
made  in  a  card.*' 

The  following  case  is  offered  as  an  illustration  of  laceration  and  prolapse, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  presents  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  recovery 
of  the  eye  from  the  effects  of  severe  injury,  in  a  great  measure  by  the  ^ 
spontaneous  efforts  of  nature. 

Thursday,  28th  September,  Bartholomew  Kearney,  a  robust  Irish 
laborer,  received  a  violent  blow  upon  the  left  eye,  from  a  fragment  of 
stone.  I  saw  him  soon  after  the  accident,  and  found,  upon  examination, 
an  oblique  and  irregular  wound,  about  4  lines  in  extent,  of  the  inferior 
and  inner  part  of  the  cornea ;  a  considerable  portion  of  the  inferior  and 
nasal  part  of  the  iris,  torn  from  the  ciliary  ligament,  protruded  through 
the  wound  and  hung  down  upon  the  eyeball ;  the  anterior  and  posterior 
chambers  of  the  eye  were  filled  with  fluid  blood,  so  as  entirely  to  con- 
ceal from  view  the  pupil  and  remainder  of  the  iris ;  the  cornea  was 
fendered  prominent  by  the  pressure  of  the  contents  of  the  globe,  par- 
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ticularly  at  the  wouDded  part ;  the  ocular  conjunctiva  was  somewhat 
kneeled.  The  patent  complained  of  great  pain,  which .  he  referred  to 
the  eyeball ;  and  vision  in  this  eye  was  extinct,  at  least  for  the  time 
being.  To  prevent  any  additional  irritation  froni  the  exposure  of  the 
prolapsed  iris  to  the  atmosphere  and  to  the  friction  of  tlie  eyelids,  it 
was  removed  with  forceps  and  curved  scissors.  A  small  quantity  of 
bloody  serum  escaped  at  the  moment  from  the  anterior  chamber,  after 
which  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  carefully  adjusted,  and  a  compress 
wet  io  cold  water  was  secured  upon  the  eye  with  a  light  bandage. 
Venesection  and  an  active  cathartic  were  prescribed,  together  with  the 
antiphlogistic  dret  and  regimen  proper  to  the  case.  From  accidental 
circumstances,  the  patient  was  not  seen  again  until  Saturday,  when  be 
stated  that  he  had  in  the  meantime  been  visited  by  an  irregular  practi- 
tioner of  medicine  in  this  city,  whose  treatment  consisted  in  the  external 
ose  of  the  extract  of  belladonna,  and  the  frequent  application  fo  the 
wounded  eye  of  powders  of  calomel  and  white  sugar,  blown  into  the 
eye  through  a  quill !  The  inflammation  had  now  considerably  increased, 
the  vessels  of  the  eye  tending  to  form  the  zonular  arrangement  arouod 
the  cornea,  indicative  of  internal  and  deep-seated  ophthalmia.  The 
pain  was  severe,  though  not  constant,  and  was  referred  chiefly  to  the 
DTOW,  tempfe,  and  cheek  bone  ;  the  intolerance  of  light  and  iachrynA- 
tioB  were  moderate.  Notwithstandmg  the  high  degree  of  infli^mmatkiii, 
absorption  of  the  blood  effused  in  the  chambers  of  the  eye  had  already 
taken  phce  so  far  as  to  allow  the  superior  part  of  the  iris,  and  a  snul 
portion  of  the  dilated  pupil,  to  be  seen.  The  patient  reports  that  he 
can  distinguish  the  outlines  of  large  objects. 

Monday.  The  process  of  absorption  continues  to  advance ;  neaily 
all  the  superior  half  of  the  iris  and  pupil  is  now  visible,  and  the  color  of 
the  former  is  very  perceptibly  changed  from  a  greyish  blu^^the  oatoral 
color— -to  a  light  green.  The  circunK>rbital  pain  has  diminished,  and  the 
power  6(  vision  is  improving.  Has  discontinued  the  powders,  the  treat- 
ment being  conflned  to  the  daily  exhibition  of  purgatives  and  the  app&- 
eation  of  cloths,  wet  in  cold  water,  on  the  eye. 

Wednesday.  Shreds  and  patches  of  blood  are  visible  in  the  pups, 
and  also  red  spots  scattered  upon  the  Surface  of  the  iris;  a  portion  of 
coagulated  blood  remains  about  and  below  the  corneal  wound,  and  at  the 
Tower  part  of  the  anterior  chamber  is  seen,  indistinctly,  the  accideottl 

*  pupil,  rendered  obscure  by  coagula  not  yet  absorbed. 

Friday f  9th  day.  Scarcely  a  trace  of  blood  remains  in  the  anterior 
chamber.  The  false  or  accidental  pupil  (bs  represented  in  the  accom* 
panying  plate)  presents  the  appearance  of  beings  a  corUimLotion  or  cur 
ktrgement  of  the  natural  pupil^  forming  with  that  a  large  and  tnwi- 
lor  aperture^  by  the  separation  of  nearlv  one  half  of  the  drcusstfet'^ 
ence  or  external  margin  of  the  iris  from  the  ciliary  ligament.  A.  paisU 
&f  the  pupillary  margin  of  the  iris,  of  a  triangular  shape ,  has  became 

.  engaged  in  and  adheres  fttmly  to  the  opaque  cicatria>  lejt  by  the  fvamsd 
of  the  cornea.  The  cicatrix  forms  a  point  of  attachment  far  tkm  part 
of  the  irisy  by  which  the  inferior  boundary  of  the  natural  pupil  is  im 
4ome  measure  preserved.    This  cicatrix  is  shown  in  the  piate  by  «  «  " 
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opaque  line,  crossing  the  cornea  obliquely  just  below  the  axis  of  tisiod, 
and  passing  through  the  substance  of  that  tunic. 

Sunday.  The  entire  pupil  is  black  and  transparent,  or  nearly  so; 
the  iris,  however,  does  not  manifest  any  contraction  or  dilatation  upon 
exposure  to  different  degrees  of  light.  The  patient  can  now  distinguish 
large  print  with  the  injured  eye,  but  still  complains  of  an  appearance  of 
a  haze  or  mist.  Has  not  had,  at  any  time,  muses  volitantes,  nor  lumi- 
nous spectra.  In  a  few  days  after  this  visit  he  was  able  to  return  to  his 
work,  guarding  the  eye  with  a  pasteboard  shade. 

November  12rA.  The  wound  of  the  cornea  has  become  firmly  cica- 
trized, the  cornea  retaining  its  natural  size  and  convexity.  The  superior 
half  of  the  iris  dilates  and  contracts  moderately  well ;  the  inferior  por* 
tion  being  attached  to  the  cornea,  is  of  course  without  motion.  By 
contracting  the  lids  very  slightly,  vision  is  equally  as  perfect  as  in  the, 
sound  eye. 

Three  other  well-marked  cases  of  laceration  of  the  iris,  the  result  of 
injury,  have  fallen  under  my  notice.  Of  one  of  these,  complicated 
with  opacity  of  the  crystalline  lens,  I  gave  an  account  in  a  former  nuni- 
ber  of  this  Journal.  The  second  case,  when  seen  for  the  first  time, 
was  accompanied  with  complete  amaurosis,  and  the  iris  had  nearly  dis- 
appeared. The  third  case  was  that  of  an  intelligent  young  man—a 
blacksmith — who  was  struck  by  a  piece  of  iron  upon  the  right  eye,  with 
such  violence  that  the  cornea  was  ruptured  in  its  transverse  diameter, 
and  a  part  of  the  contents  of  the  globe  escaped.  When  the  eye  re- 
I  covered  from  the  inflammation,  the  greater  part  of  the  cornea  was  found 

opaque,  and  there  was  closure  of  the  natural  .pupil,  with  obliteration  of 
i  the  anterior  chamber,  except  at  the  superior  margin  of  the  cornea, 

-  where  a  false  pupil  had  been  formed  by  the  detachment  of  the  iris  from 

'  the  ligament.     Through  this  pupil  he  can  see  large  objects  pretty  dis- 

tinctly.    Luminous  bodies,  as  the  fire  or  the  flame  of  a  candle,  to  this 
k  eye,  appear  to  be  greatly  multiplied,  so  that  he  can  at  any  time  amuse 

i  himself  with  an  illumination  by  the  aid  of  three  or  four  common  lights. 

The  central  image,  this  patient  informs  me,  is  by  jbr  the  most  distinct ; 
those  extending  horizontally  on  either  side  becoming  more  faint  until 
they  cease  to  make  any  impression  on  the  retina.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  within  a  few  months  after  the  above-^mentioned  accident  oc- 
curred, the  left  eye,  witlx>ut  any  other  assignable  cause,  was  attacked 
with  aquo-capsulitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
anterior  chamber,  involving  finally  the  iris.  This  eye  recovered  chiefly 
under  the  use  of  depletory  remedies,  followed  with  an  alterative  cotirse 
of  calomel  and  opium. 

No,  4  Winter  Street,  May,  1838. 


SYMPTOMATIC   HEMIPLEGIA. 

Bf    WILLIAM    J.    BABBBB,   M.D.,   OF    ILLINOIS. 
[Commmiicaud  for  Uie  Boiton  Medical  Md  BiiTfical  Jonnml.] 

I  WAS  called  on  April  10th,  1836,  to  a  little  boy  three  years  of  age, 
"Who  for  several  days  had  been  very  fretfol,  complaining  with  deiaage- 
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ment  of  the  chylopoietic  viscera,  attended  with  a  slight  catarrh.  In  the 
course  of  my  examination  of  the  case,  I  discovered  that  in  putting  out 
bis  tongue  he  inclined  it  to  the  left;  that  his  lips  had  a  downward  left 
inclination  ;  and  that  the  left  eye  remained  open,  while  the  right  was 
winking.  My  attention  was  immediately  directed  to  the  little  patient 
with  a  considerable  degree  of  interest,  and  I  forthwith  commenced  a 
more  minute  examination  of  the  case.  I  desired  him  to  raise  his  left 
arm.  After  a  long-continued  effi>rt  he  succeeded  in  elevating  the  fore 
arm  a^ut  eight  inches  from  his  body,  resting  the  humerus  entirely  upop 
the  ribs.  I  next  directed  him  to  kick  some  object  on  the  floor  with  his 
left  1^,  but  in  this  he  failed,  and  could  merely  draw  this  limb  after  the 
other  in  walking.  I  now  pinched  the  muscles  of  the  arm,  thigh,  and 
leg,  and  the  patient  was  able  to  remove  himself  from  the  impressions 
only  by  moving  the  whole  body. 

The  case  appeared  to  be  one  of  hemiplegia,  in  as  well-marked  form 
as  it  usually  appears,  and  I  inquired  of  the  mother  if  she  had  noticed 
the  aflfection  for  any  length  of  time.  She  replied  that  since  bis  birth 
he  seemed  to  have  the  palsy  in  the  left  side,  and  that  he  was  much 
worse  on  some  days  than  others. 

I  prescribed  a  purgative,  with  a  view  of  correcting  the  morbid  state  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  to  be  followed  by  a  dose  of  oi.  ricini  if  neces- 
sary, and  the  subsequent  use  of  flaxseed  tea  through  the  night  in  case 
of  increased  cough.  I  then  took  my  leave,  promising  to  return  in  twen- 
ty-four hours. 

•  April  llthf  4  o^dock,  P.  M.  Visited  my  patient  some  three  or  four 
hours  after  the  time  promised.  The  reader  may  form  some  idea  of  the 
change  which  had  taken  place  since  the  day  previous  (as  ^el\  as  my 
own  astonishment)  when  I  state  that  the  patient  met  me  at  the  door 
with  both  arms  extended  at  full  length,  and  wheeling  about  very  play- 
fully, ran  over  the  floor  as  frolicsome  as  a  lamb,  as  if  he  were  deter- 
mined to  show  me  he  was  not  the  same  boy.  For  some  moments  I 
could  only  gaze  and  wonder.  Upon  expressing  my  surprise  to  the 
mother,  she  smiled,  and  said  that  the  medicine  had  operated  well,  and 
that  as  usual  he  was  cheerful  and  exhibited  no  appearance  of  palsy. 

I  learned,  from  a  conversation  during  this  vbit,  that  the  hemiplegia 
never  appeared  except  when  the  patient  complained  of  some  derange- 
ment of  the  prima  vuEy  and  that  so  soon  as  this  was  corrected  all  signs 
of  paralysis  would  disappear.  This  statement  was  fully  conflrmed 
some  weeks  subsequent.  About  the  latter  part  of  the  following  May, 
the  child  was  quite  ill  witli  worms,  and  during  the  whole  time  of  its 
sickness  hemiplegia  was  present,  and  appeared  to  be  modified  according 
to  the  degree  of  irritation  existing  in  the  alimentary  canal. 

Paralysis  of  any  extent  has  generally  been  regarded,  I  think,  by  the 
profession,  as  an  idiopathic  nervous  aj^ection.  upon  examining  several 
eminent  authorities,  l  find  that  they  view  it  as  an  oiganic  lesion,  assigp. 
ing,  as  its  cause,  pressure  upon  nervous  matter  (from  extravasation  of 
blood,  or  mechanical  vidence),  or  alteration  of  stracture  from  the  long- 
contiimed  action  of  di8ea.se. 

Dr.  Potter,  one  of  the  annotaton  of  Dr.  Gregory,  expresses  his  views 
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of  the  proximate  cause  of  hemiplegia,  in  the  following  language.  '*  He- 
miplegia can  only  be  the  effect  of  a  want  of  that  sensorial  power  which 
is  distributed  to  the  nerves  from  the  brain  in  health  ;  and  although  all 
the  more  prominent  symptoms  of  apoplexy  may  not  be  present,  the 
paralysis  clearly  demonstrates  that  there  must  have  beevL  some  imury 
done  to  the  nerves  at  their  origin^  which  disabled  them  in  the  perform^ 
once  of  their  ordinary  functions.** 

Dr.  Eberle  remarks,  that  ''  pressure  on  the  brain  is  the  chief  imme* 
diate  cause  of  hemiplegia ;"  and  that  '^  the  most  frequent  morbid  ap- 
pearance discovered  on  dissection,  is  organic  lesion  or  injury  of  the  cere- 
bral substance." 

The  remarks  of  the  latter  author  are  doubtless  correct,  and  contrast 
greatly  with  the  positive,  exclusive  statements  of  Dr.  Potter.  How  often 
do  we  observe  a  temporary  paralysis,  amounting  to  hemiplegia,  occur  in 
the  course  of  an  attack  of  phrenitis,  and  the  same  phenomenon  accom- 
pany and  follow  a  variety  of  idiopathic  nervous  affections  ? 

But  what  shall  we  say  of  the  case  just  recorded  ?  In  the  course  of 
three  years  practice  (private  and  hospital)  it  is  the  first  case  of  symp- 
tomatic hemiplegia  I  have  witnessed.  Partial  paralysis,  from  irritation  of 
the  mucous  lining  of  the  stomach,  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence,  but 
I  am  disposed  to  believe  the  former  a  rare  phenomenon. 

March,  1838. 


THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  IN  BOSTON. 

The  Medical  Faculty  of  Harvard  University,  believing  that  the  practi- 
cal advantages  afforded  to  students  in  their  school  of  medicine,  are  of  a 
high  order,  and  comprise  the  facilities  which  are  requisite  for  a  finished 
medical  education,  have  thought  proper  to  make  a  short  exposition  of 
the  present  state  of  that  institution. 

Complete  courses  of  lectures  are  given  on  all  the  branches  of  medical 
science,  illustrated  by  extensive  collections  of  specimens  and  apparatus 
appertaining  to  all  the  subjects.  The  cabinet  of  pathological  anatomy 
is  hardly  exceeded  in  the  United  States,  and  the  apparatus  in  chemistry, 
midwifery,  and  materia  medica  is  expensive  and  ample.  By  a  late  law 
of  the  State,  the  practical  pursuit  of  anatomy  has  become  legalized,  so 
that  subjects  are  not  wanting,  at  a  very  trifling  expense,  for  the  purposes 
of  dissection.  A  large  and  convenient  dissecting  room  has  been  added 
recently  to  the  college,  and  is  under  the  superintendence  of  a  demon- 
strator, who  gives  his  personal  attendance  and  instructions. 

The  annual  course  of  lectures  begins  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  No- 
vember, and  continues  daily  for  three  months.  Afterwards,  lectures  on 
all  the  branches  are  continued  one  month  longer  to  those  students  who 
choose  to  remain. 

Anatomy  and  operations  in  surgery,  by  John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 
Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.*  Chemistry,  by  John  W.  Webster,  M.D. 
Materia  medica  and  clinical  medicine,  by  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.     Mid- 

*  Dr.  Beynoldi  ii  lectarer  on  anatony  daring  Uio  obMaca,  tUl  next  nifflnMr,  of  Dr.  Wama  la 
Baiope. 
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wifery  and  medical  jurisprudeoce,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.  Prioci- 
ples  of  surgery  and  clinical  surgery,  by  George  Hay  ward,  M.D.  Theory 
and  practice  of  physic,  by  John  Ware,  M.D.* 

The  Medical  School  of  Boston  derives  peculiar  advantages  from  (be 
connection  which  has  always  subsisted  between  this  institution  and  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  The  Hospital  is  visited  daily  by  tbe 
physicians  and  surgeons  throughout  the  year,  and  a  daily  record  is  kept 
of  tbe  symptoms  and  treatment  of  each  patient  from  the  begianlDgto 
the  end  of  his  residence.  These  records  are  dictated  by  tbe  atteoding 
physicians  in  the  presence  of  the  pupils,  during  the  actual  examination 
of  the  patients,  and  are  immediately  written  down  by  the  bouse  physi- 
cian. More  than  80  folio  volumes  have  been  61Ied  with  these  records 
since  the  opening  of  the  hospital  in  1821.  In  cases  which  terminate 
faiaiiy,  post-mortem  examinations  are  carefully  mada»  and  tbe  pathologi- 
cal changes  observed,  are  appended  to  the  history  of  the  case.  Clinid 
lectures  on  the  existing  cases  and  diseases,  are  given  at  the  hospital 
several  times  in  a  week  during  the  winter  session. 

Nothing  is  so  indispensably  necessary  to  medical  students  as  the  op- 
portunity of  seeing  actual  cases  of  disease  in  their  daily  prr^ress,  and  of 
having  their  diagnostic  signs  faithfully  pointed  out,  together  with  expla- 
nations of  the  progress,  cbariges,  and  treatment  of  the  different  staps. 
The  opportunity  (or  accomplishing  this  object  at  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  may  be  estimated  from  the  following  enumeration  of 
cases  and  their  results  which  occurred  in  this  institution  during  tbe  year 
1837,  now  just  completed. 


DiMaseB.               No.ofCaies.                                     Resolts. 

Amenorrboea, 

6 

Relieved,  3;  not  relieved,  2 ;  transfenred,  1. 

Anasarca, 

1 

Recovered. 

Apoplexy, 

1 

Recovered. 

Ascites, 

2 

Recovered,  1 ;  much  relieved,  1. 

Asthma, 

3 

Relieved. 

Brain, various  lesions  of,  3 

Died. 

Bronchitis,  acute, 

2 

Recovered,  1 ;  relieved,  1. 

"        chronic, 

1 

Recovered. 

Catarrh,  acute, 

3 

Recovered,  2 ;  remaining,  1. 

"       chronic. 

1 

Much  relieved. 

Chest,  abscess  in. 

2 

Relieved,  1 ;  died,  1. 

Chdera  morbus, 

3 

Recovered. 

Chorea, 

1 

Recovered. 

Costiveness, 

2 

Recovered. 

Cynanche  tonsillaris. 

3 

Recovered. 

Diarrhoea,  chronic. 

2 

Not  relieved. 

Dysentery, 

4 

Recovered. 

Dysmenorrhoea, 

9 

Recovered,  3 ;  relieved,  5 ;  not  relieved,  1. 

Dyspepsia, 

8 

Recovered,  3  ;  relieved,  3  ;  not  relieved,  2. 

Dysury, 

1 

Recovered. 

Eczema, 

7 

Recovered,  3 ;  relieved,  2 ;  not  relieved,  2. 

•  Tlie  fee*  of  the  eounoi  are  from  $10  to  $15;  and  for  the  wbola  of  the  eoonef,  $75. 
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Diseases.  No.  of  Cases.  Resalts. 

ISinpbysenia  or  lungs,  4     Improved,  3 ;  died,  1 
Bpilepsy,  -     - 


5 
Grail  stone,  abscess  frofn,! 

Grout,  1 

Hematemesis,  I 

Hemoptysis,  1 

Hem'age  from  bowels,  I 
Hemorrhoids,  bleeding,  1 
Headache,  acute,  2 

"  chronic,  8 
Heart,  hypertrophy  of,  3 
Hemicrania,  I 

Herpes,  1 

Hypochondiiasis,  4 

Hysteria,  5 

Influenza,  8 

Intennittent  fever,  6 
Kidney,  chron.  dis.  of,  2 
Leucorrhoea,  4 

Lungs,  gangrene  of,  1 
Measles,  1 

Melancholy,  1 

Meningitis,  tubercular,  1 
Menorrhagia,  3 

Mimesis,  2 

Mumps,  1 

Neuralgia,  7 

Paralysis,  4 

Pemphigus,  1 

Pericarditis,  4 

Phtbbis,  including  )    qq 

cases  of  tubercles,  J 
Pleurisy,  2 

Pneumonia,  19 

Pneunu>>thorax,  1 

Psoriasis,  2 

Purpura,  1 

Repelled  eruption,         I 
Rheumatbm,  acute,    40 
"  chronic,   5 

Sciatica,  1 

Struma,  1 

Syphilis,  9 

Typhtts,  36 

Urine,  bcontinence  of,  I 
UteroSf  prolapsus  of,     8 
"     cancer  of  1 


Relieved,  2 ;  not  relieved,  3. 

Relieved. 

Remaining. 

Relieved. 

Discharged  unfit. 

Relieved. 

Recovered. 

Recovered. 

Recovered,  3;  relieved,  3;  not  relieved,  2. 

Died,  1  ;  not  relieved,  2. 

Relieved. 

Recovered. 

Recovered,  2 ;  relieved,  2. 

Recovered,  1 ;  relieved,  2 ;  reipaming,  8. 

Recovered. 

Recovered,  5 ;  transferred,  1 . 

Relieved,  1  ;  died,  1. 

Relieved,  2 ;  not  relieved,  2. 

Died. 

Recovered. 

Not  relieved. 

Died. 

Recovered,  2;  transferred,  1. 

Relieved,  1  ;  not  relieved,  1. 

Recovered. 

Recovered,  5 ;  relieved,  1  ;  not  relieved,  1. 

Relieved,  2 ;  not  relieved,  2. 

Recovered. 

Recovered,  1 ;  died,  1 ;  relieved,  2. 

Died,  9 ;  relieved,  5 ;  not  relieved,  15. 

Recovered,  1 ;  relieved,  !. 

Recovered,  12 ;  relieved,  3 ;  died,  4. 

Died. 

Recovered,  I  :  relieved,  1. 

Recovered. 

Recovered. 

Recovered,  20;  relieved,  14;  remaining,  6. 

Recovered,  1  ;  relieved,  2 ;  not  relieved,  2. 

Not  relieved. 

Recovered. 

Recovered,  4  ;  relieved,  3 ;  not  relieved,  B . 

Recovered,  31 ;  remaining,  6. 

Recovered. 

Relieved. 

Died. 


Aotopsres  are  made  in  all  fiital  cases  when  not  objected  to  by  the 
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patient's  friends.  During  the  lectures  the  dbeased  organs  are  exhibited 
and  explabed  to  the  class  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  case. 
The  large  cavities  and  viscera  are  all  examined,  and  their  healthy  or 
morbid  condition  minutely  recorded  at  length.  The  following  is  a  brief 
summary  of  some  of  the  more  interesting  lesions  and  pathological 
appearances,  in  the  cases  examined  during  the  last  year. 

Case  1.  Pneumonia. — ^Gray  hepatization  of  upper  and  middle  lobes 
of  right  lung,  and  parts  of  lower ;  pleurisy  over  whole  of  same  ade. 
Mucous  membrane  of  air  passages  intensely  inflamed  with  a  depoat  of 
lymph.     Rectus  abdominb  muscles  on  left  'side  torn  entirely  across. 

2.  Mediastinal  abscess  very  extensive,  containing  twenty  ounces  of 
pus  and  lymph,  and  communicating  with  the  bronchia.  Extensive  peri- 
carditis.    Pleurisy  on  both  sides. 

3.  Gangrene  of  Lung. — Large  gangrenous  cavity  with  gray  he- 
patization of  upper  left  lobe ;  partial  inflammation  of  lower.  Pleurisy 
on  this  side.  Gangrene  extends  through  the  pleura  to  pectoral  nitiscles 
and  skin.  Emphysema  with  some  pneumonia  in  right  side.  Cada- 
veric softening  of  stomach.  Kidneys  granulated.  Effiision  into  ca^ty 
of  brain. 

4.  Phthisis. — Extensive  tuberculous  disease  of  both  lungs.  CNd 
adhesions  of  pleura  superiorly ;  acute  inflammation  inferiorlv,  with 
serous  effiision  in  left  side.  Air  passages  and  bronchial  glands  much 
diseased.  Serous  efiijsion  in  pericardium  and  peritoneum.  Extensive 
ulceration  of  Peyer's  glands,  and  some  disease  of  large  btestine. 

6.  Pneumo-thorax. — Right  pleura  perforated  and  its  cavity  dis- 
tended with  air ;  old  adhesions  and  much  recent  inflammation.  Both 
lungs  tuberculous,  with  abscess  in  upper  right  lobe.     Pericarditis. 

6.  Pneumonia. — Hepatization  of  nearly  the  whole  of  right  lung, 
commencing  at  apex..  Acute  inflammadon  of  whole  right  pleura  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  left.  Recent  inflammation  of.  vocal  chords,  with 
ulceration  of  one  of  them.  Recent  lymph  in  cellular  merobrane  be- 
tween oesophagus  and  spine.  Some  tuberculous  disease.  Recent  in- 
flammation of  pericardium  and  peritoneum. 

7.  Pericarditis. — Arachnoid  thickened.  Great  oedema  of  lungs^ 
with  almost  universal  old  adhesion  of  both  pleune.  Cartilages  of  laryux 
ossified.  Pericarditis.  Inflammation  of  kidneys.  Four  lumbar  verte- 
brae consolidated  and  partially  absorbed,  probably  from  caries  many  years 
beforo  death. 

8.  Tubercular  Meningitis. — ^Tubercles  in  pia  mater  and  brain,  with 
lymph  at  the  base.  Both  pleurae  adheront.  Miliary  granulations  in 
lungs.     Small  and  large  intestines  ulcerated. 

9.  Tuberculous  Dueqse. — ^Tubercles  in  pia  mater  and  cerebelluiD, 
with  extensive  softening  of  left  hemisphere  of  brain.  Tubercles  in 
lungs,  pleurae,  peritoneum,  kidneys,  uterus,  and  Fallopian  tubes.  Fi- 
brous tumor  from  fundus  of  uterus.     Intestines  somewhat  ulcerated. 

10.  Tiid^erculous  disease. — ^Tubercles  in  cerebrum,  cerebellum,  lungs, 
pleurae,  peritoneum,  spleen,  and  kidneys.  Left  pleura  universally  adte- 
rent.     Intestines  ulcerated.     Suppuration  of  glands  in  abdomen. 

1 1 .  Phthisis. — Mucous  membrane  of  trachea  and  bronchia  thickened 
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and  granulated.    Old  adhesions  and  some  recent  inflammations  of  pleura. 
Tubercles  and  cavities  in  lungs.     Ulceration  of  intestines. 

12.  Phthisis. — ^Tubercles  and  cavities  in  both  lungs.  Fresh  blood  in 
air  passages.  Mucous  membrane  of  larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchia  dis- 
eased. Recent  pleurisy  on  left  side.  Tubercles  with  ulceration  of  in- 
testines. Lacteals  filled  with  chyle ;  peculiar  appearance  of  Peyer's 
glands. 

13.  Coficer  of  Uterus. — General  anemia  of  stomach  and  large  and 
small  intestines.     Cancerous  disease  of  womb. 

14.  Disease  of  Brain,  fyc. — Old  apoplectic  cyst,  with  disease  of 
cerebral  substance  around.  Heart  much  enlarged.  Copious  serous 
effijsion  in  each  pleural  cavity.  Pericarditis.  Kidneys  small,  granulated 
and  mottled. 

15.  Phthisis. — Extensive  disease  of  left  lung.  Few  ulcerations  of 
intestines.  Old  fracture  of  tibia  and  fibula  with  anchylosis  of  tarsal 
bones. 

16.  Phthisis. — Venr  extensive  tuberculous  disease  of  lungs,  with 
corresponding  disease  of  air  passages  and  pleurae.  Tubercles  and  ul- 
cers in  small  and  large  intestines.  Old  peritoneal  adhesions  with  chronic 
disease  of  Fallopian  tubes. 

17.  Phthisis. — Very  extensive  tuberculous  disease  of  left  lung,  with 
large  cavities ;  less  m  right.  Larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchial  glands 
much  diseased.     Ulceration  and  mamelonnement  of  stomach. 

18.  Phthisis. — Extensive  tuberculous  disease  of  both  upper  lobes. 
Old  adhesion  of  right,  and  recent  inflammation  of  left  pleura.  Trachea, 
larynx,  and  epiglottis  extensively  diseased.  Cadaveric  softening  of 
stomach.  Ulceration  of  intestines,  with  tubercles.  Internal  ear  dis- 
eased (patient  deaf  and  dumb). 

19.  Erysipelas  after  removal  of  a  cancerous  breast.  Slight  adhe- 
sions of  pleura  with  flakes  of  lymph.  Emphysema.  Tubercles.  Pe- 
ritonitis and  sero-purulent  efl[usion.  Cancerous  formations  in  uterus. 
Ovaries  enlarged  to  four  times  their  natural  size. 

20.  Erysipelas  after  operation  for  popliteal  aneurism.  Extensive 
abscesses  and  gangrene  in  diseased  limb.  Liver  hard  and  brittle.  Bili- 
ary calculus  in  gall  bladder. 

21.  Malignant  txtmor,  occupying  whole  left  iliac  region  firom  groin  to 
false  ribs,  fi!t>m  crista  ilii,  dipping  down  into  pelvis,  and  raising  up  the 
psoas  muscle  and  anterior  crural  nerve.  Structure  mostly  medullary, 
partly  fiingous.  Iliac  vein  and  upper  third  of  femoral  vein  filled  with 
coagulum.  Left  thigh  infiltrated  with  serum  and  pus,  the  result  of  ery- 
sipelas.    Lower  vertebrae  diseased. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  surgical  cases  in  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  m  the  year  1837.  These  cases  are  visited  by  the 
students  on  regular  days,  and  clinical  lectures  are  given.  All  surreal 
operations,  except  in  cases  of  urgent  haste,  are  performed  in  presence 
of  the  class. 

Abscess,  7  ;  psoas  do.,  1 ;  lumbar  do.,  I ;  aneurism  by  anastamosis, 
1 ;  popliteal  do.,  1 ;  ascites,  1 ;  brain,  disease  of  firom  injury,  1 ;  bruise, 
1 ;  bum,  1 ;  cancer  of  breast,  7 ;  do.  of  &ce,  1 ;  do.  of  tongue,  3 ; 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


STO  Congeniiti  Retrontrdon  of  iht  Uterus. 

do.  of  mouth,  1 ;  contusion,  1 ;  calculus,  biliary,  with  fistulous  (^ning 
near  umbilicus,  L  ;  conjunctivitis  purulent,  1  :  defonnity  from  burn,  1 ; 
do.  from  accident,  1  ;  do.  from  rheumatism,  1  ;  dislocation  of  hip,  1 ; 
do.  of  ankle,  2 ;  fissure  of  palate,  1 ;  do.  of  rectum,  1 ;  fistula  in  ano, 
6  ;  do.  of  urethra,  1 ;  fractures  of  lower  jaw,  simple,  4 ;  do.  do.,  com- 
pound, 1  \  do.  of  clavicle,  2 ;  do.  of  spine,  1 ;  do.  of  external  con- 
dyle of  humerus,  1  ;  do.  of  olecranon,  1 ;  do.  of  ribs,  3 ;  do.  of  thigh, 
6 ;  do.  of  patella,  I  ;  do.  of  leg,  simple,  11 ;  do.  do.,  compound  and 
comminuted,  5  ;  do.  of  both  •  legs,  compound  and  comminuted,  1  ;  do. 
of  OS  calcis,  compound,  1 ;  frost  bite,  3 ;  fungus  haematodes  of  an- 
trum, 2 ;  do.  on  abdomen,  I  ;  do.  of  breast,  1  ;  do.  of  muscles 
in  pelvis,  1 ;  gonorrhoea,  2 ;  hydrocele,  3 ;  hemorrhoids,  internal  and 
external,  3  ;  hip-disease,  7 ;  hare-lip,  1  ;  iritis  idiopathic,  2 ;  do.  syphi- 
litic, 2 ;  injury,  general,  from  accident,  3 ;  do.  do.  from  gunpowder,  2  ; 
inflammation,  local,  4  ;  do.  of  mucous  membrane  of  bladder,^  1 ;  do.  of 
hernial  sac,  1 ;  do.  do.  do.  (sloughing),  1 ;  do.  of  periosteum,  1 ;  knee 
joint,  synovial  inflammation  of,  10;  do.  organic  disease  of,  4;  ne- 
crosb  of  tibia  and  fibula,  1 ;  do.  of  femur,  1 ;  naevus  matemus,  1 ;  neu- 
ralgia, I ;  paraplegia  from  injury,  1 ;  prostate  gland,  disease  of,  4  ;  rig- 
idity of  shoulder  joint  fix)m  muscular  affection,  1 ;  swelled  testicle,  2 ; 
scrofula  of  lip,  1  ;  do.  of  glands  in  neck,  7 ;  do.  of  glands  in  groin,  2 ; 
do.  of  joints,  6  ;  sprains  of  wrist,  4 ;  do.  of  ankles  and  feet,  1 ;  sji^nal 
disease,  2 ;  stricture  of  urethra,  2 ;  scald,  1 ;  syphilis,  1 ;  tumors,  va- 
rious kinds,  5 ;  do.,  hydatid  of  breast,  I  ;  do.,  encysted  over  patella,  1 ; 
tinea  ciliaris,  1  ;  do.  capitis,  I ;  ulcers,  various,  10 ;  do.  scrofulous,  4 ; 
<lo.  varicose,  with  varicose  veins,  4 ;  do.  fistulous,  1 ;  do.  on  cornea,  I ; 
wounds,  lacerated,  5 ;  do.,  contused,  4 ;  do.,  punctured,  7 ;  do.,  gun 
shot,  1. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  surgical  operations  performed  at  the  hos- 
pital during  the  last  year. 

Amputation  of  thigh,  3  ;  do.  of  leg,  3 ;  do.  of  toes,  2 ;  aneurism,  I ; 
fistula  in  ano,  5 ;  fissure  in  rectum,  1 ;  hare-lip,  1 ;  hernia,  1  ;  hydro- 
cele (by  incision),  3;  do.  (palliative  operation),  1  ;  paracentesis  of  ab- 
domen, 1 ;  removal  of  cancer  of  breast,  5 ;  do.  of  cancer  in  oKNitb,  1 ; 
do.,  of  cancer  in  jaw,  1  ;  do.  of  hemorrhoids  internal,  3;  do.  of  hydadd 
in  breast,  1 ;  do.  of  deformity  from  burn,  1  ;  do.  of  nievus  by  ligature, 
1 ;  do.  of  tumors,  various,  4 ;  do.  of  tumor  on  abdomen,  1 ;  do.  of  fon* 
gus  haematodes  on  abdomen,  L ;  do.  do.  do.  cm  breast,  1 ;  do.  of  testis,  1. 


CONGENITAL  RETROVERSION   OF   THE  UTEKUS. 

[Comtnanicated  for  Uie  Bofton  Medicftl  and  Sorglea]  JoanuJ.] 

Mas.  H.  had  been  married  about  4  months,  when  I  was  called  to  faer 
in  the  night,  and  found  her  prostrated  with  uterine  haemorrhage.  I  ex* 
amined  per  vaginam,  and  found  the  womb  relroverted,  and  about  the  siaa 
it  usually  is  in  third  month  of  gestation.  I  learnt  firom  her  mother  that 
this  position  of  the  uterus  had  been  so  from  birth.  When  the  distended 
uterus  began  to  press  upon  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and  the  neck  of 
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the  bkdder,  she  imagmed  that  she  had  taken  cold,  and  was  advised  to 
take  something  driving.  She  was  dosed  with  strong  tansy,  which 
brought  on  pain  and  hemorrhage,  for  which  I  was  called  to  prescribe. 
I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  case,  for  the  uterus,  though  retroverted,  was 
at  home,  and  did  not  admit  of  any  alteration  of  position  without  vio- 
lence. Her  recovery  was  rapid.  Jabez  Wakd. 
Perry  Centre,  N.  T,  May  3,  1838. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    MAY  30,    1838. 


I 

(  ARTIFICIAL  PUPIL. 

A  BEAUTiruLLT  execoted  drawing,  illustrative  of  a  particular  coodition 
^  of  the  eye,  in  this  day^s  Journal,  is  worth  the  critical  examination  of  the 
reader.  Without  any  design  of  flattering  an  old  and  valuable  correspon- 
I  dent,  it  can  be  said,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  but  very  few  have 
I  contributed  a  more  valuable  series  of  practical  papers  on  the  diseases  of 
I  the  visual  organs,  than  Dr.  £.  J.  Davenport,  of  this  city.  It  is  not  im* 
,  probable  that  at  some  future  day  they  may  assume  a  more  tangible  form, 
and  in  the  shape  of  an  octavo,  entitle  the  author  to  a  locality  on  a  shelf 
I        of  all  well-selected  medical  libraries^  as  a  judicious  writer  on  ophthalmic 

surgery. 
^  The  modification  of  the  operation  for  artificial  pupil  by  laceration  or 

'        detachment,  to  which  Dr.  Davenport  refers,  as  performed  by  Scarpa  and 
also  by  Schmidt — a  German  oculist — consists  in  detachment  and  strangu- 
lation of  the  iris.     The  operation  so  performed,  is  termed  Irtdtnclems.^ 
t        The  readers  of  the  Journal  are  referred  for  several  cases  of  accidental 
pupil,  i.  e.  "  unnatural  pupil  consequent  upon   accidents,"  to  ''  Law«> 
,        rence  on  the  Eye,"  pp.  380 — 3B1.     In  some  of  these  cases,  it  was  found 
:         that  the  accidental  pupil  had  acquired  the  power  of  dilating  and  con* 
tractin|{  like  the  natural  pupil.     In  a  part  of  these  cases,  there  was  no 
'        defect  in  the  power  of  vision  ;  in  some,  the  patients  could  see  distinctly 
only  when  the  superfluous  rays  of  light  were  excluded  by  looking  through 
a  very  small  aperture,  as  a  pin  hole  made  in  a  card  ;  in  others,  again,  in 
whom  the  injury  was  very  extensive,  vision  was  permanently  impaired 
and  indistinct. 
t 

HIUTLA    SURGEONS. 

Hatino  had  considerable  personal  experience  in  the  oneroos  duties  of 
a  militia  surgeon,  we  can'  no  longer  refrain  from  making  loud  lamenta- 
tions over  the  miseries  of  a  physician  who  has  been  honored  with  tho 
commission  of  surgeon  of  a  regiment  in  the  (commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  commencement  of  his  oflicial  tribulation  begins  just 
two  weeks  before  the  first  Tuesday  in  May — an  eventful  epoch  in  the 
history  of  his  life.  Whole  multitudes  of  men  of  the  finest  muscular  do- 
relopment  beset  him  at  home  and  abroad,  at  tho  comers  of  the  streets— 
aje^  wfaororer  he  happens  to  set  the  sole  of  his  foot,  and,  sans  c^remoaio^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


272  Medical  Anmver$ary. 

commence  a  recital  of  their  bodily  infirmities,  which  in  most  cades  are 
absolutely  astonishing.  Some,  who  to  all  appearance  are  blessed  with 
excellent  eyesight,  are  so  nearly  blind  on  the  very  day  the  sergeant 
leaves  a  warning,  that  they  can  see  nothing  distinctly  afterwards  but  a 
surgeon's  certificate,  when  their  optics  begin  to  open  apace.  Others  are 
deaf;  some  are  invisibly  ruptured  ;  and  whole  phalanxes  of  symmetrically 
formed  young  gentlemen  ascertain,  all  of  a  sudden,  that  their  legs  are 
broken,  their  ribs  fractured,  or  half  their  joints  are  in  a  state  of  painfol 
dislocation.  But  the  series  of  misfortunes  to  which  he  is  doomed  by  no 
means  have  a  finale  with  this  sad  exhibition  of  human  misery.  If  he  ex- 
presses a  doubt  in  relation  to  the  extent  of  the  crippling  narrative,  the 
doctor  is  unhesitatingly  denounced  as  a  stupid  fool,  unacquainted  with 
the  structure  of  the  body,  without  sympathy,  opinionated,  unjustifiably 
prejudging  without  proper  examination,  and,  in  short,  ten  chances  to  one 
if  he  is  not  threatened  with  a  representation  of  his  chirurgical  despotism 
to  the  commander-in-chief 

Why  any  physician  can  be  induced  to  accept  a  commission  of  militia 
surgeon,  under  all  these  annoyances,  which  operate  directly  against  bis 
own  interest,  by  making  enemies  of  all  whom  he  denies  a  certificate, 
quite  amazes  us.  That  the  office  is  wholly  without  honor,  mast  be  ad- 
mitted i  and  as  to  profit,  there  is  not  a  single  farthing  of  fee — the  law 
making  it  a  gratuitous  service — working  for  nothing  and  paying  the 
expense. 

Now  the  true  way  of  improving  the  present  order  of  things,  would  be 
to  have  a  further  modification  of  the  militia. law,  in  which  the  surgeon 
shall  be  allowed  to  charge  for  his  services.  This,  in  the  first  place, 
would  lessen  the  endless  number  of  applicants  for  discharges,  who 
would  never  trouble  him  were  they  obliged  to  pay  for  the  examiQation. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  much  moral  dishonesty  is  now  practised  in  the 
attempt  to  deceive  the  surgeon  by  false  representations  ;  and  this,  there- 
fore, would  be  obviated  in  the  proposed  alteration.  Finally,  let  the  pro- 
fession, en  masse,  make  a  suitable  representation  to  the  legislature,  and 
ask  for  a  redress  of  grievances  ;  but  if  the  General  Court  manifest  no 
willingness  to  allow  them  to  be  paid  for  this  intolerably  vexations  duty, 
as  now  performed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  physician  in  the  Common- 
wealth will  utterly  refuse  to  accept  a  commission  under  any  circum- 
stances whatever,  till  provision  is  made  for  rendering  a  reasonable  < 
pensation  for  this  kind  of  professional  labor. 


Medical  Jinniversary, — A  punctual  attendance  of  the  members  of  the 
State  Medical  Society  is  anticipated  at  the  Athenaeum  this  daj.  The 
hour  of  business  commences  at  10  o'clock.  To-morrow  a  meeting  of 
the  Council  will  be  holden  at  the  same  place,  when  the  president  is  to  be 
chosen.  Should  anything  of  much  interest  take  place,  an  account  of  it 
may  be  expected  in  the  next  Journal.  Otherwise,  only  the  usual  record 
of  changes  and  appointments  need  be  expected.  A  correspondent,  wiio 
complains  of  *Mhe  prodigious  dullness  of  these  annual  meetings,"  oaost 
say  something  to  enliven  a  scene  which  he  represents  to  be  as  barren  as 
the  sands  of  Sahara.  Still,  iis  he  objects  to  have  "  all  the  talking  done 
by  one  or  two  Boston  doctors,  who  seem  to  suppose  themselves  medical 
sovereigns,  and  the  members  of  the  association  nothing  but  vassals  who 
delight  to  be  oppressed  by  them,  at  the  expense  of  three  dollars  a  year," 
he  could  not  commence  a  speech-making  revolution  himself,  with  aoj 
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show  of  propriety.  For  ourselves  we  discover  no  such  favoritism  or 
local  oppression,  as  represented  in  his  penny  note.  Let  us  all  exert  our- 
selves to  make  our  Society,  and  every  individual  in  the  profession,  as 
happy  and  respectable  as  the  nature  of  this  perverse  and  radical  age 
will  permit. 

Effects  of  Low  Diet  and  Imprisonment  on  Health. — Much  attention  has 
of  late  been  directed,  in  England,  to  the  subject  of  the  poor-laws,  as 
they  are  called,  and,  as  connected  therewith,  to  the  dietaries  among  the ' 
inmates  of  gaols  and  workhouses.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  the  diet, 
in  these  places,  in  most  instances  is  too  high,  and  should  be  reduced. 
Mr.  Chadwick,  who  favors  this  view  of  the  question,  recently  undertook 
to  confirm  it  by  a  collection  and  publication  of  statistical  facts,  which 
were  obtained  from  sixty  gaols.  As  the  diet  varied  considerably  in  these 
establishments,  they  were  divided  into  three  classes  of  twenty  each  ; 
one  of  '^  Lowest  Dietaries,"  one  of  ^'  Full  Dietaries,"  and  a  third 
where  the  dietaries  were  "Intermediate."  From  a  comparison  of  the 
number  of  persons  committed,  the  number  sick,  and  the  number  of  deaths, 
he  deduced,  as  a  result,  that  the  lowest  dietaries  were  healthful,  and  that 
the  full  dietaries  of  prisons  were  the  source  of  sickness  and  death  to 
considerable  numbers.  We  are  not  told,  in  the  accounts  of  this  result 
which  we  have  seen,  what  the  diet  is  which  is  here  called  low  ;  but  the  full 
diet  which  is  thus  made  the  cause  of  plethora,  is  stated  to  be,  on  a  daily 
average,  as  follows — 2^  lbs.  of  bread,  vegetables,  half  an  ounce  of  meat, 
with  a  little  gruel,  and  water  at  discretion,  costing  five  and  a  half  pence. 
The  daily  cost  of  the  lowest  diet  is  3^  pence.  The  precise  result,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  C,  of  the  "lowest"  and  the  "full,"  was  as  follows. 
In  20  prisons  of  the  former,  the  sick  were  3^  per  cent.,  and  the  deaths 
1  in  622.  In  20  of  the  latter,  the  sick  were  23^  per  cent.,  and  the 
deaths  1  in  266.  According  to  this  calculation,  by  raising  the  expense 
of  each  prisoner's  diet  from  3^  to  5^  pence  a  day,  the  sickness  was  in- 
creased six-fold,  and  the  mortality  doubled — a  difference  sufficient  to 
justify  the  practice  of  economy  ip  the  overseers,  or  even  to  repress  the 
cravings  of  appetite  in  the  inmates. 

The  editor  of  the  London  Lancet  has  taken  up  this  subject,  and  by  an 
examination  of  the  facts  has  found,  as  he  says,  these  results  to  be  erro- 
neous, being  deduced  from  the  committals  and  not  from  the  population  of 
the  prisons.  The  prisoners  on  the  lowest  dietaries,  including  the  metro- 
politan prisons,  are  detained  only  thirty-four  days  ;  while  in  the  gaols 
with  what  Mr.  G.  calls  full  dietaries,  they  remain  eighty-two  days  on  an 
average.  The  editor,  therefore,  takes  the  population  of  the  twenty  low 
diet  prisons,  as  ascertained  at  five  different  periods  in  five  years,  and 
finds  it  to  be  3035  persons,  whose  lives,  for  hve  years,  are  nearly  equiva- 
lent to  15,173  years  of  life,  and  among  whom  there  were  annually  16 
deaths  to  1000  living,  40  deaths  to  1000  cases  of  sickness,  and  404  cases 
of  sickness  to  1000  living.  In  the  prisons  with  intermediate  diet,  there 
were  12,398  years  of  life,  15  deaths  annually  to  1000  living,  16  deaths 
to  1000  cases  of  sickness,  and  931  cases  of  sickness  to  1000  living.  In 
those  with  full  diet,  there  were  7,932  years  of  life,  15  deaths  to  1000 
living,  15  deaths  to  1000  cases  of  sickness,  and  1,127  cases  of  sickness 
to  1(>30  living.  In  this  view  of  the  facts  the  cases  of  sickness  appear 
to  be  most  frequent  where  the  diet  was  "  full,"  and  quite  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  number  of  deaths  among  the  same  class  ;  but  ongexamin- 
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ing  the  tables  in  detail,  the  editor  foand  that  the  cases  of  sickness  had 
never  been  entered  at  some  of  the  prisons  ;  and  that,  while  every  com- 
plaint had  been  entered  among  the  prisoners  on  full  diet,  only  severe 
diseases-,  sent  to  the  infirmaries,  had  been  entered  among  the  other 
classes. 

From  the  examination  which  he  has  thus  given  to  the  subject,  he 
thinks  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  mortality  of  prisoners  on  "low- 
est dietaries"  is  higher  than  in  the  other  classes  of  prisoners,  and  at  the 
age  of  20 — 30,  compared  with  that  of  the  population  of  London  of  the 
same  age,  out  of  doors,  is  as  16  to  10.  It  is,  in  reality,  more  than  this, 
as  rogues  and  thieves,  on  entering  prison,  are  rarely,  if  ever,  sufieri^ 
under  any  serious  disease.  This  consideration,  the  editor  thinks,  is  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  our  estimating  the  mortality  in  these  prisons  as  three 
times  that  out  of  doors  at  the  same  age. 

Mr.  Wakley  states,  as  the  result  of  all  the  statistical  facts  he  has 
seen,  that  the  proper  quantity  of  food,  for  masses  of  men  and  animals, 
is  the  average  quantity  they  eat  when  the  supply  is  regular  and  un- 
limited ;  and  that  when  this  quantity  is  withheld,  every  degree  below 
the  standard  has  a  corresponding  death.  This,  though  diflTering  from 
Mr.  Chadwick*s  deductions,  he  thinks  conformable  enough  with  the 
experience  and  conduct  of  mankind,  who  have  never  sighed  for  the  age 
of  acorn-eaters  but  over  tables  spread  with  Roman  luxuries,  or  eulogized 
water  gruel  on  less  than  lOOOI.  per  annum. 


Ji  Medical  Practice, — Several  gentlemen  who  are  now  practiaiiig 
medicine  and  surgery  in  cold  and  mountainous  regions  at  the  north  and 
east  of  Boston,  are  desirous  of  obtaining  more  congenial  regions,  sooth 
or  south-west.  There  are  also  those  who  never  have  been  in  practice, 
but  recently  admitted,  who  are  in  search  of  places.  While  some  have 
it  in  their  power  to  purchase  real  estate,  others  would  willingly  pay  a 
reasonable  bonus  for  an  introduction  into  a  respectable  community, 
where  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success. 

Gentlemen  in  the  country,  wishing  young,  active,  well-qualified  medi- 
cal partners^  whose  testimonials  are  of  the  highest  order,  as  well  as  those 
desirous  of  disposing  of  their  r^al  and  personal  estate  in  connection 
with  their  circle  of  practice,  would  all  be,  to  some  extent,  accommodated 
by  communicating  the  particulars  to  the  editor,  who  will  always  render 
any  assistance  in  his  power,  gratuitously,  in  facilitating  their  negociationa 


Anomaly  in  the  distribution  of  the  Arteria  Innominata. — f  n  a  patient 
recently  examined  by  Dr.  James  R.  Wood,  of  New  York  (says  the 
New  York  Whig),  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  the  bifureatieo  sf 
the  innominata  artery,  a  branch  about  the  size  of  the  radial  artery  at  die 
wrist  was  given  off  to  the  sterno-thyroideus  muscle.  This  anomalj  is 
extremely  rare,  it  being  one  which  Meckel  does  not  mention. 


BletneniB  tf  Pathology. — Dr.  Drake  is  engaged  in  preparing  for  tlM 
press  a  first  book  of  pathology  ;  designed,  especially,  for  students,  and 
to  be  comprised  in  about  450  octavo  pages — ^price  three  dollars.  The 
views  embraoed  in  it  will  be,  substantially,  those  which  he  has  been  sm^ 
cmtomsd  to  presenty  in  the  iatreduotory  part  ef  his  oo^um  of  paifcJie 
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iectares,  since  the  year  1825.  Their  character  is,  therefore,  well  known 
to  many  of  those  who  are  now  practitioners  in  the  Valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi ;  and  they  can  judge  how  far  his  contemplated  work  will  aid  them 
in  the  difficult  task  of  instructing  their  students  in  the  rudiments  of  pa- 
thology. He  does  not  anticipate  for  it,  a  favorable  reception  east  of  the 
mountains  ;  but  is  not  without  hope,  that  it  will  attract  some  share  of  at- 
tention  in  the  West  and  South  ;  on  which  he  proposes  to  rely,  for  the 
sale  of  a  limited,  experimental  edition.  Unable  as  yet  to  find  a  publisher, 
he  expects  to  be  compelled,  either  to  abandon  the  undertaking,  or  pub- 
lish it  himself  The  latter  alternative  will  be  adopted,  should  he  find 
that  those  for  whom  the  work  is  particularly  intended,  are  desirous  of 
procuring  it.  It  would  be  desirable  to  receive  returns  on  this  subject  by 
the  first  of  June  ;  when  the  work  will  be  put  to  press,  if  its  publication 
should  not  be  given  up,  from  the  want  of  patronage.  Should  it  be  prose- 
cuted, he  hopes  to  have  it  ready  for  delivery  by  the  first  of  November, 
that  it  may  be  made  the  text  book  of  his  lectures  on  general  pathology, 
to  the  students  of  the  Cincinnati  College,  at  its  next  session — Western 
Medical  JowmaL 


Medical  Schools  cf  Uu  VaUsy  (f  the  Mississippi, 

Transylvania  University,  S27  pupils,     64  gradaates. 

Cincinnati  College,  125      <<         23         " 

Louisville  Medical  Institute,  80      <^        24         " 

Medical  College  of  Ohio,  80      "         15         " 

Willoughby  University,  40      " 

Medical  College  of  Louisiana,  25  conjectural. 

577 
While  this  aggregate  is  within  6  or  8  of  what  it  was  for  the  winter  of 
1836-7,  the  addition  to  the  Cincinnati  College  is  40,  a  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  present  growth,  and  an  encouraging  guarantee  for  the  future. 
Our  Atlantic  brethren  will  perceive  that  the  West  is  seriously  engaged 
in  educating  her  own  physicians.  May  she  aim  at  excellence  of  instruc- 
tion^ still  more  than  relative  increase  of  numbers. — Ibid. 


Medical  Mtscellany. — The  smallpox  or  varioloid — the  physicians  disa- 
greeing amongst  themselves  which  it  is — has  carried  off  several  of  the 
most  valuable  citizens  of  Peoria,  Illinois. — Dr.  S.  P.  White,  of  New 
York,  recently  performed  a  successful  operation  at  Hudson,  which  has 
called  forth  the  admiration  of  the  faculty  in  that  neighborhood.  It  was 
necessary,  in  consequence  of  an  aneurism  of  the  femoral  artery  in  a 
young  boy,  who  in  sliding  from  a  load  of  hay,  some  months  ago,  unfortu^ 
nately  run  one  blade  of  a  pitchfork  through  the  great  vessel  of  the  thigh. 
-»Tbe  colonial  physician  of  Liberia,  who  went  from  this  country  to  Af- 
rica, the  last  season,  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  the  management 
of  the  emigrant  or  seasoning  fever,  which  has  been  so  much  feared  in 
that  climate.— The  lecture  terms  at  the  medical  schools  of  Brunswick, 
Me.,  and  Woodstock,  Yt.,  have  both  closed — having  been  unusally  pros- 
perous.— No  less  than  twelve  eminent  physicians  fell  victims  to  ty* 
phuB  lever,  at  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Glasgow,  within  the  first  fort* 
night  of  ApriL — The  distinguished  phrenologist,  Mr.  George  CombOi  is 
to  emlMurk  for  thet  United  States,  in  August. 
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To  Co&aE9P0NOB:cTS.— The  commanicationfi  of  Drs.  Partridge  and  Bartl&t 
are  on  file  for  publication. — ^Tfae  continuation  of  Dr.  Hooker's  essay  was  not  i^ 
ceived  in  season  for  to-day's  Journal. 

Died, — In  Georgria,  Cherokee  Country,  Dr.  John  Bruster,  shot  by  an  Indian. 

Whole  number  of  deatba  iti  Boston  for  tbe  week  endlof  May  96th,  96.    Malee,  19->FeinaIe8, 16. 

Consumption,  4— dropsy  on  ttie  chest,  1— Inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— croup,  SI— infkntile,  3~in- 
flammailon  of  tbe  brain,  3— delirium  tremens,  1— erysipelas,  9^1ung  fever,  1— inflamniatimi.  J->bb- 
rasmos,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  I— typhous  fever,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  xk-meaaleB,  1— 
sUllbom,  4.  * 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 
ParsioiANs  In  any  seetion  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  ebargsd  wkh  Pvas  Vaccivs 
Vtvit  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  tbe  editor  of  tbe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  •ncles- 
Ing  one  dollar,  postpaid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  SS. 

FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPUCATION. 

DR.  A.  6.  HULL'S  UTGRO-ASDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  oflTered  to  those  aiflicted  vrhk 
Jh^UpiUi  Utori,  or  FaUmg  of  the  IToinft,  and  other  diseases  depending  unon  a  relaxation  of  tlie  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  Instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  reetofation  te 
health.  When  this  Instrument  is  carefullv  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient.  It  inva- 
riably affords  the  most  Immediate  immunity  from  tbe  distressing  **  dragging  and  btariMg  drntwi" 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  Its  PkB- 
ful  apptleatlon  Is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  iKatleatlieisett, 
The  Supporter  Is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  the  patient  wUhont  further  aid.  WMi. 
in  the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  Uuro^bdominal  Supporters  have  been  applied  wftli  ite 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  Instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  ft«  exaflBfaa- 
tlon  by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gniify- 
Ing  to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Aslley  CoopeV)  of  London,  Edward  Delafieid 
M.D.,Professor  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  in  tbe 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  Sutes,and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  taaa  Iknd  a 
practical  knowledge  of  Its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  It. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instroment,  aa  weU  as 
.  in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.    The  genuine  Trussee  bear  wkj 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

AMOS  6.  HULL,  Ofllce  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  Tevk. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  c    ~ 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWB  &  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  94  Merchants  Row,  Bosnon. 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Thb  Annual  Meeting  of  tbe  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Soctety** 

Athenflaum  Building,  Pearl  Street,  on  WEDNESDAY,  30th  Inst.,  at  IQ  o'clock,  A.  M.  Tbe  aaaaal 
discourse  will  be  delivered  at  1  o'clock  by  Ebsiiszkk  Aldbn,  M.D.  Literary  gentlemen  tateicewiJ 
In  medical  science,  and  students  In  medicine,  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 

A  stated  meetlag  of  the  Oounsellqu. will  be  held  on  the  day  following,  at  the  same  tine  aad 
place.  ^^  JOHN  HOMAIW,  Jlee.  te. 

M16-3W 

RETREAT  FOR  INVALIDS. 

Thi  profession  is  respeetftilly  informed  that  Da.  A.  H.  WiLosa  has  purchased  a  large  and  eoavcalBBft 
house  In  the  pleasant  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  likewise  suitable  carriages,  horses,  aaddlea,  Aec^  for 
the  accommodation  of  nervous  invalids.  A18— mStos 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Tav  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instnicUon.    A  coavenleiit  f«o« 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  etndents  at  all  hours.    Tliey  ivlll  bars 
aceess  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  fkeillty  for  the  aequlretDeat  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  t 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1 , 2  and  3,  and  in  cooes  whUh  »iU  b$  tro&ttd  at  Ou  room  daUf, 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  « 
SufBcient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 
For  further  Information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  er  of 
tbe  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M  J>. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LBACH,1IJ». 
'^  «&m,  JSmguot  9, 1837.  HENRY  0.  CLARK,  Iff.Dc 

JOSEPH  MOBIARTY.  M  P, 
,      M ,.11L  ■     '.         iWi 

THB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SUtGICAL  JOURNAL  is  pnMMied  every  Wednewiay,  «y 
D.  OLAPP,  JR.-nt  184 -Wash ington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  commnnlcatloaa 
must  be  addressed, p0«c-;wtd.  It  Is  also  published  In  Monthly  Partu,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  precedlns  month,  stitched  In  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editdr.— Price  93,00  a 
year  In  advauce.  1(3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
?T?.'?J"^*"**'  ^^^^  #r«t**.— Orders  from  a  distance  mast  be  accompanitd  hf  aajroMntia  aivnaaa,  mt 
aMi8ftetoryrefemiee.-Poata«BthenmeaaforaNewqiaper. 
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ON  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  RESPIRATORY  AND  CIRCU- 
LATING FUNCTIONS. 

BT  CHASLBfl  BOOKXB,  M.D.y  OF  HEW  BAVZIT,  COVH. 

[Commuiiicated  Tor  the  BiMton  Medical  and  Sargleal  Journal.— CoDtlnoed  iVom  page  SS3.] 

B.  Imperfeet  aeration  of  the  blood  from  disordered  function  of  the  or- 
ganic respiratory  nerves. 

Tiie' aeration  of  the  blood  is  immediately  dependent  upon  the  nerves 
distribufedrt)^  the  lungs  from  the  sytnpatheticy  ganglionic  or  organic 
system.  The  lungs  may  be  sound  and  duly  filled  with  air,  but  stnl  the 
function  of  aeration  is  not  performed  without  the  aid  of  these  nerves.  A 
lesion  of  their  function  suspends  the  process  of  arterialization,  notwith- 
standing the  motions  of  respiration  are  continued,  through  the  influence 
of  the  respiratory  nerves. 

Some  degree  of  the  imperfect  action  of  these  nerves  is  very  common 
in  typhous  and  typhoid  fevers  and  other  diseases,  and  especially  b  ery- 
sipelas, scarlet  fever,  malignant  cholera,  and  some  forms  of  dyspncea  and 
asthma.  It  causes  the  respiration  to  be  frequent,  irregular,  sighing,  and 
anxious.  The  patient,  while  possessed  of  consciousness,  feeb  the  un- 
satisfying efiect  of  jespirajtion,  and  often  says  that  his  breathing  seems  to 
do  little  good.  All  the  voluntary  muscles  accessory  to  respiration  are 
instinctively  called  into  occasional  vigorous  action ;  but  even  after 
several  successive  full  inspirations,  a  conscious  want  of  further  respiration 
remains.  If  this  kind  of  breathing  continues,  in  any  aggravated  degree,  . 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  it  ordinarily  becomes  complicated  with 
a  torpor  of  the  brain  and  respiratory  nerves,  and  the  patient  sinks  into  a 
state  of  asphyxia.  This  appears  to  be  the  most  common  fatal  termina- 
tion of  scarlet  fever,  erysipelas  and  other  similar  diseases. 

TAe  asthma  vfith  puerile  respiration^  described  by  Laennee,  afibrds 
an  example  of  this  imperfect  arterialization  from  disordered  function  of 
the  org^ic  nerves.  <<  In  cases  of  this  kind,"  says  Ldiennec,  '<  the  res- 
piratory sound  has  resumed  all  the  intensity  which  it  possessed  in  eady 
infancy ;  we  perceive  distinctly  the  pulmonary  expansion  taking  place 
with  uniformity,  completeness,  and  puerile  promptitude,  in  all  the  air 
cells :  and  yet  the  patient  is  oppressed  in  his  breathing,  or,  in  other 
words,  he  constantly  feels  the  want  of  a  still  more  extensive  respiratkm 
than  be  enjoys.  The  lungs,  dilated  as  they  are  in  an  extraordinanr 
manner  for  an  adult,  nevertheless  have  not  capacity  enough  to  satisfy 
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'  the  wants  of  the  system.  This  afiectioo  is  sufficiently  AmmoD  io  pn- 
flODS  aflfected  with  chronic  mucous  catarrhs,  attended  by  a  copious  aod 
easy  expectoration.  In  such  cases,  the  dyspnoea  is  frequently  veiy  io- 
tense«  and  is  sometimes  so  a^ravated  by  the  slightest  motion,  that  the 
patient,  though  otherwise  in  pretty  good  health,  is  condemned  to  a  life  of 
inacthrity,  or  even  to  an  almost  complete  state  of  immobility.  Attaeb 
of  asthma,  however,  properly  so  called,  are  less  frequent  in  such  sub- 
jects, than  in  those  affected  with  the  dry  catarrh.  In  these  latter  eases, 
the  imperfection  and  small  extent  of  the  respiration  easily  account  lor 
the  oppressed  breathing.  But  in  the  others,  even  during  the  semest 
attacks,  the  completeness  with  which  the  respiration  is  perronnedii 
quite  astonishing ;  the  sound  of  it  is  quite  puerile ;  and,  as  in  tbe 
ease  of  a  strong  and  healthy  child,  we  are  sensible  of  the  dilatatioa  of 
tbe  pulmonary  cells  to  their  full  capacity,  and  over  the  whole  eitentof 
the  chest.  Nevertheless,  tbe  patient  is  oppressed,  and,  as  I  bare  il- 
ready  stated,  would  require  a  more  extensive  respiration  than  bis  or^ni- 
latioQ  allows ;  in  other  wonis,  the  respiration  is  very  perfect,  but  die 
wants  of  the  system  in  relation  to  it  are  increased  beyond  the  staodud 
of  health.  In  such  cases  it  is  not  in  the  kings  that  we  roost  look  iv 
the  cause  of  disease,  hut  in  tbe  innervation  or  nervous  infloeoce  itself; 
and  this  will  bold  equally  nx>d,  even  if  we  adopt  the  chemical  tboorjof 
lespiratioB,  and  refer  the  oyspnoea  to  an  extraordinary  want  of  oijp» 
in  tbe  blood.  If  a  temporary  obstruction  of  the  bronchia  by  a  link 
mucus  impedes  the  transmission  of  the  air  to  even  a  small  pmiooof 
the  lungis,  the  patient  experiences  an  extreme  oppression."— J^^f^' 
Laemuc,  p.  413. 

It  is  a  lortunate  provision  of  nature,  that  there  b  an  intimate  ecwM^ 
tioQ  between  this  set  of  nerves,  and  the  nerves  governing  the  action  of 
ibe  heart ;  in  consequence  of  which  there  is  oreKnarify  a  relative  jko- 

Cdon  between  the  function  of  arterialization  and  tbe  motions  of  tk 
IL  If  torpor  affects  the  arterializing  nerves  of  the  lungs,  it  orfv* 
rily  aflects,  at  the  same  time,  the  nerves  of  the  heart.  Hence,  f^U" 
the  arterializing  function  is  impaired,  the  heart  sends  a  moderate  fMOtiff 
of  blood  to  the  iungis  to  be  arterialized,  the  pulse  becoming  slow  aw 
infrequent,  or  frequent,  small  and  feeble.  In  tbe  course  of  tjpbus,aoii 
other  fevers,  the  pulse  sometimes  becomes  extremely  infirequeot«-S^ 
40,  and  even  30  in  tbe  minute :  in  some  cases  this  state  of  the  pu* 
occurs  at  tbe  onset  of  the  fever. 

This  infrequent  pulse  may  be  owing  to  a  torpor  either  of  tbe  new 
lespiratory  nerves,  or  of  the  organic  nerves  of  the  lungs.  In  the  faio^ 
case,  tbe  breathing  is  infrequent,  slow  and  small;  the  skin  livid;  >" 
there  is  iistlessness  or  tendency  to  coma.  When  the  arterializiog  oe(|||^ 
are. in  fault,  the  skin  is  livid  ;  but  the  breathing  is  full,  hurried,  irregfiVi 
sighing  and  anxious ;  and  there  is  wakefulness,  extreme  mental  anxiatf) 
aod  sometimes  delirium,  succeeded  by  coma. 

ChaUra. — ^These  circumstances  are  strikingly  manifest  in  roalige'^ 
cholera.  In  that  disease  tbe  morbific  cause  seems  to  detenDioe  espe- 
cially to  tbe  o^aoic  system  of  nerves.  In  some  cases  the  pitx?eB» 
aiterializatioo  seems  at  once  almost  wholly  suspended'<-the  peenv 
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'Sighing  moan,  aod  other  symptoms  of  disordered  respiration  areobserved, 
and  the  whole  system  assumes  a  livid  hue.  At  the  same  time  the  pulse, 
at  first  feeble,  soon  ceases  to  bear.  So  far  as  the  influence  of  the  or- 
ganic nerves  extends,  life  is  suspended ;  while  the  energy  of  the  brain 
and  medulla  oblongata,  at  least  in  some  degree,  remains.  Conscious- 
oess,  volition  and  respiratory  motion  continue ;  but  the  arterializing  func- 
tion of  the  lungs  and  the  motions  of  the  heart  have  ceased.  In  this 
state  1  have  seen  a  patient  lie,  perfectly  pulseless,  for  more  than  eight 
hours,  when  the  functioi^s  of  organic  life  gradually  revived,  and  the  pa- 
tient recovered. 

Most  physicians,  like  myself,  from  mistaken  views  of  the  pathology 
of  this  disease,  treated  their  first  cases  by  attempting  to  arouse  the  action 
of  the  heart  with  opium,  alcohol  and  other  stimulants.  This  attempt,  in 
some  cases,  was  too  eflfbctual.  The  heart  being  excited  to  action,  the 
blood  is  thrown  to  the  lungs,  from  which  it  returns  unarterialized  to  the 
heart ;  the  left  ventricle  now  contracts,  and  sends  the  black  blood,  with 
its  usual  deadening  influence,  to  the  brain  and  whole  system  supplied  by 
the  arteries ;  insensibility  and  coma  ensue,  and  the  patient  dies  asphyxied. 
Life  may  continue  some  time  with  a  total  stoppage  of  the  circulation ; 
but  it  is  soon  extinguished  by  a  circulation  of  black  blood  in  the  arteries. 

SYMPATHY   BETWEEN   THE   DIFFERENT    NERVES    CONCERNED   IN 
RESPIRATION.  . 

Such  is  the  sympathy  between  the  diflTerent  nerves  concerned  in  res- 
piration, that  there  is  rarely  disordered  function  in  one  class  of  nerves, 
without  some  degree  of  similar  disorder  in  the  other  class.  In  the 
diseases  which  have  been  adverted  to,  as  examples  of  the  disordered 
function  of  each  class  of  nerves,  commonly  all  of  the  nerves  concerned 
in  respiration  are,  in  some  degree,  similarly  aflected.  In  typhous  fever, 
for  instance,  the  torpor  of  the  motor  respiratory  nerves  is  commonly  the 
more  prominent,  but  there  is  ordinarily  also  some  degree  of  torpor  in  the 
oi^anic  nerves ;  and  in  many  cases  it  is  not  easy  to  decide  whether  one 
or  the  other  class  is  the  more  aflfected.  If  disease  commences  with  tor- 
por of  the  organic  nerves,  the  consequent  imperfect  aeration  of  the 
blood  ordinarily  soon  occasions  torpor  of  the  motor  nerves,  by  the  para- 
lyzing influence  of  the  black  blood. 

Many  diseases,  besides  those  already  adverted  to,  are  commonly  at- 
tended with  deficient  aeration  of  the  blood.  Dr.  Stevens,  for  many 
years  a  distingubbed  practitioner  in  the  West  Indies,  has  particularly  no- 
ticed the  dark  color  of  the  blood  in  yellow  fever ^  and  some  other 
diseases  of  tropical  climates.  Dr.  Daniell  has  made  similar  observations 
m  the  aiOumnal  fevers  of  Savannah.  In  dygpepeiOy  hypochondria,  and 
some  forms  of  manias  it  may  ordinarily  be  oraerved.  From  obvious 
causes  it  occurs  in  croups  and  other  diseases  in  which  there  is  obstruction 
of  the  air  passages.  All  fevers  of  a  typhoid  character  aro  commonly 
attended  with  this  condition  of  the  blood ;  and  indeed  there  are  few 
diseases  in  which  it  may  not  occasionally  occur. 

From  the  preceding  considerations  it  may  be  observed,  that  imperfect 
aeration  of  the  blood  is  occasioned  by  various  causes.    Attentive  ob» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


.S80  3%e  BofiraUny  mid  CSradaibig  Funetiam. 

sarfadoD  of  the  symptoms  in  particular  cases  is  requisite  to  aacerfaifl 
whether  there,  is  any  mechanical  impediment  to  the  expansion  of  the 
cheety  or  whether  the  fault  'is  io  the  air  passages,  the  lungs,  the  motor 
respiratory  nerves,  the  respiratory  muscles,  or  the  organic  nerves  of  res> 
piratioo.  A  correct  dia^oosis  in  re^rd  u>  these  circumstances  is  highly 
miportant  in  a  therapeutic  point  o(  view. 

THE&APEUTIC    INDICATIONS. 

It  b  doubtful  whether,  in  any  disease,  an  excessively  aerated  candiium 
of  the  blood  is  a  prominent  morbid  feature.  I  suspect  that  such  a  con- 
dition sometimes  occurs,  dependent  upon  irritative  excitement  of  the  or- 
nnic  nerves,  in  erysipelas,  scarlet  fever,  and  some  other  diseases ;  bat, 
if  so,  this  state  ordinarily  is  soon  followed  by  collapse,  with  imperfect 
arterialization.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  few  diseases  in  which  deji- 
deni  arterudization  does  not  sometimes  occur.  Bichat  considered  it  as 
by  far  the  most  common  immediate  precursor  and  cause  of  death ;  and 
I  think  it  has  been  rendered  evident,  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  essay, 
that  such  a  condition  of  the  blood  has  some  degree  of  injurious  influence, 
in  various  stages,  and  sometimes  throughout  the  pn^ress^  of  many 
diseases. 

The  general  therapeutic  indication^  therefore,  connected  with  the  rela- 
tion between  the  respiratory  and  circulating  functions,  is  to  promote  the  ar- 
terialization of  the  blood,  or,  in  other  words,  to  remedy  deGcient  respiranoa. 

Contra-indications  in  casts  of  defcietU  respiration. 

Stiwttdants,  which  ordinarily  operate  to  increase  the  actioa  of  the 
heart,  without  a  corresponding  increase  of  the  respiration,  should  be 
withheld,  or  given  with  extreme  caution,  when  the  blood  is  imperfectly 
arterialized.  From  erroneous  pathological  views,  much  injury  is  done, 
in  such  cases,  with  this  class  of  remedies.  The  deleterious  efiects  of 
such  medication  in  cholera  have  been  already  adverted  to;  and  the  same 
remarks  are  applicable  to  cases  generally  in  which  the  respiration  is  ia 
a  diminished  proportion  to  the  pulse.  The  paralyzing  influence  of  the 
imperfectly  aerated  blood  occasions  a  torpor  of  the  whole  system.  The 
heart  becomes  afiected  with  this  torpor,  and  the  feeble,  small,  and  some- 
times slow,  imperfect  pulse  seems  to  indicate  debility  of  this  organ.  It 
is,  however,  a  torpor  or  oppression,  rather  than  the  debility  of  exhaustion; 
the  respiration  is  inadequate  to  produce  that  change  in  the  blood  which 
renders  it  fit  fully  to  sup|K)rt  the  vitality  of  the  organs  to  which  it  cixca- 
lates;  there  is  already  more  blood  circulating  through  the  lungs  than 
they  can  arterialize.  Under .  these  circumstances,  alcohol  and  fermented 
UquorSf  opiums  quinine,  serpentaria,  and  all  articles  which  operate  to 
increase  the  action  of  the  heart,  more  than  that  of  the  lungs,  may  have 
a  roost  injurious  efiect.  By  transmitting  an  additional  quantity  of  Uood 
to  the  already  over-burdened  lungs,  they  cause  the  whole  mass  of  Uood 
in  the  system  to  become  more  deteriorated,  and  thus  add  to  the  torpor 
which  occasions  the  apparent  debility.  Such  efiects  are  too  frequently 
produced  in  the  progress  of  typhous  fever,  typhoid  pneumonitis,  and 
oth^r  diseases^  especially  in  the  hst  moments  of  life. 
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We  will  suppose  a  case  of  pneumonitis,  in  which  during  the  progress 
of  the  disease  one  half  of  the  lungs  has  been  obstructed  by  engorge- 
ment.  The  pulse  has  been  about  90,  the  respiration  35  or  40.  ^nie 
respiration  has  been  thus  frequent,  because  one  half  of  the  lungs  has 
bad  to  perform  the  whole  office  of  arterialization ;  yet  the  tumid,  purple 
lips,  the  general  lividity  of  skin,  and  some  cerebral  oppression,  have 
shown  that,  with  this  forced  effort,  the  respiration  still  has  been  deficient 
At  length--commonly  on  the  sixth  day — there  is  an  effort  towards  a 
crisis.  Tliere  is  as  yet  little  if  any  resolution  of  the  engorgement  within 
the  lungs ;  but  there  is  increased  secretion  from  the  bronchial  membranei 
while  the  secretions  of  the  system  generally  are  beginning  to  be  un- 
locked.  The  lungs,  almost  suffocated  by  the  bloody  mucus  poured  out 
into  the  bronchia,  are  struggling  with  increased  effort  to  perform  their  of- 
6ce.  All  the  accessory,  as  well  as  ordinary  muscles  of  respiration,  are 
engaged  in  agonizing  labor  to  aerate  the  blood.  But  the  lividitv  of 
skin  has  increased,  and  the  brain,  rendered  torpid  by  the  black  blood 
circulating  in  its  arteries,  scarcely  allows  the  aid  of  the  will  to  sustain 
the  respiratory  efforts.  Under  these  circumstances  active  stimulants  are 
administered  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  sinking  powers  of  life. 
The  action  of  the  heart  is  excited,  and  the  blood  is  hurried  througjh  the 
lungs,  at  once  overwhelming  the  exhausted  respiratory  powers.  For  a 
few  moments  the  system  appears  to  make  a  renewed  struggle  to  relieve 
itself  of  the  suffocating  oppression  ;  but  coma  comes  on ;  the  respiratioui 
becoming  feebler  and  shorter,  soon  stops ;  and  the  heart,  "  the  ultimum 
moriens,"  after  a  few  more  feeble,  irregular  pulsations,  yields  under  this 
deadening  influence  of  the  black  blood. 

Cases  of  the  above  description  are  not  uncommon ;  and  a  less  degree 
of  the  injurious  effects  of  such  stimulants,  given  in  the  progress  of  fevers 
attended  with  deficient  respiration,  it  is  believed,  is  one  of  the  most  com- 
mon errors  of  medical  practice. 

Yet  there  are  cases  of  deficient  respiration— cases  attended  with  abso- 
lute debility  or  atony — which  are  benefited  by  these  remedies.  Coma 
even  sometimes  is  relieved  by  full  doses  of  opium ;  and  in  small  doses 
opium  and  other  stimulants  often  may  be  serviceable  in  absolutely  atonks 
cases.  Their  operation,  however,  should  be  carefully  watched ;  and  if 
they  increase  the  action  of  the  heart,  without  a  corresponding  increase 
of  the  respiratory  function,  the  operation  will  be  injurious. 

A  nutriiious  dUt,  by  invigorating  the  circulation,  and  increasing  the 
quantity  of  blood ;  and  mtucular  exercisCy  by  hurrying  the  circulation, 
commonly  have  an  injurious  effect,  in  cases  of  this  comparative  infre- 
quency  of  respiration. 

This  disparity  between  the  respiration  and  pulse  is  a^ravated  also 
by  remedies  which  operate  directly  to  diminish  the  frequency  of  respi- 
ration.  Most  of  the  narcoticsy  given  in  full  doses,  so  as  to  affect  the 
brain,  producing  vertigo,  drowsiness,  or  coma,  have  this  efiect  by  induc- 
ing torpor  of  the  brain  and  respiratory  nerves ;  and  some  of  tbem  in 
moderate  doses  have  a  similar  operation. 

Skrj/dinine  in  large  doses  occasions  the  respiration  to  be  remarkably 
dowj  inegoiar  and  mfrequent ;  while  in  moderate  doses  it  sometimes 
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improves  the  respiratory  function.  I  am  now  treating  a  geotlemaD  lor 
paralysis  of  the  portio  dura  with  this  remedy,  in  whom  one  sixth  of  i 
grain  four  times  a  day  produces  formication,  slight  pricking  pains,  and 
frequent  spasmodic  twitching  of  the  muscles.  While  under  this  open- 
tion,  the  ratio  between  the  respiration  and  pulse  is  about  I  to  7  or  8; 
tbpvigh  the  patient  has  the  ordinary  healthy  ratio,  1  to  4},  when  not  ai- 
der the  influence  of  medicine.  In  this  case,  however,  the  strychnioe 
does  not  appear  to  occasion  a  deterioration  of  the  blood  proportioDate  to 
the  diminished  frequency  of  respiration  ;  and  in  less  doses  it  is  a  usebl 
remedy  for  deficient  arterialization  depending  on  a  torpor  of  the  orpoie 
nerves.  In  such  cases  it  appears  to  have  an  exciting  operation  on  tlie 
Qrterializing  nerves,  as  might  be  inferred  from  its  efficacy  in  some  foroB 
of  asthma  and  dyspncBa,  in  which  a  torpor  of  these  nerves  is  manifested. 
By  a  similar  operation,  as  before  remarked,  alcohol,  opium,  and  tk 
exciting  narcotics  generally,  in  small  doses,  sometimes  have  a  favorable 
effect.  Their  general  exciting  operation  may  be  determined  especiili; 
to  the  organic  nerves  of  the  lungs,  or  to  the  brain  and  motor  respiratoij 
nerves,  occasioning  the  breathing  to  be  more  full  and  easy,  and  the  blood 
to  be  more  perfectly  aerated.  In  some  epidemics  these  effects  are  so 
uniform  that  the  physician  learns  to  prescribe  such  remedies  in  partjcalir 
cases,  with  almost  perfect  confidence.  Aside  from  the  observatioDw 
epidemic  peculiarities,  however,  and  a  consideration  of  the  atteodini 
general  debility,  I  know  not  what  general  rules  can  be  given  to  eoablea 
practitioner  to.  calculate  on  a  favorable  operation  of  such  remedies^o 
cases  of  imperfect  arterialization  of  the  blood.  As  before  observed,  vbeo 
used  in  such  cases  their  operation  should  be  carefully  watched;  audi 
they  are  found  to  excite  the  circulatory  more  than  the  respiratory  fao^ 
tion,  their  operation  will  be  injurious. 

lUmedies  which  promote  the  artenalizatum  of  the  hlood. 

These  are, 

1st,  Remedies  which  diminish  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries. 

2d.  Remedies  which  excite  and  invigorate  the  motor  respiratoij 
nerves. 

3d.  Remedies  which  excite  and  invigorate  the  arterializiog  o^^ 
of  the  lungs. 

4th.  Ventilation. 

5th.  Remedies  which  obviate  mechanical  impediment  to  the  res- 
piration. 

6tb.  Remedies  which  excite  secretions  vicarious  of  respiratioo. 

Ist.  Remedies  which  diminish  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arien^ 

These  remedies  obviate  a  disparity  between  the  two  functions  by  ^ 
ducin^  the  circulation  to  a  proportion  with  the  respiration.  Tbeow*' 
phlogistic  medicines  generally  belong  to  this  class.  . 

Venesection  is  one  of  the  n^ost  important  of  this  class  of  remeoi* 
If  the  pulse  is  frequent,  full  and  strong,  with  a  comparative  infreqa^f? 
of  the  respiration ;  or,  as  occurs  in  pneumonitis,  pleurltis,  broocbt^ 
and  some  other,  diseases,  if  the  respiration  is  frequent;  but  st31«'*J' 
quate  to  a  due  aeration  of  the  bloody  there  can  be  no  question  a^  tou» 
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propriety  of  bleediog  to  reduee  the  circulation.  There  are  other  cases, 
e<)ually  requiring  bleeding,  in  which  the  indications  are  less  obvioofti 
Imperfect  respiration,  by  producing  torpor  of  the  heart  and  arteriesi 
through  the  ordinary  influence  of  the  black  Uood,  may  render  the  pulse 
infrequent,  slow  and  feeble.  This  constitutes  what  is  called  the  cp- 
preuedf  depreuedy  or  obstructed  pulse. 

This  oppressed  pulse  is  common  in  the  congestive  variety  of  typhous 
fever,  in  some  forms  of  pneumonitis,  and  in  other  diseases.  When  a 
vein  is  opened,  the  blood  runs  slowly,  and  has  almost  a  tarry  consistence 
and  color ;  but  as  the  circulation  becomes  relieved,  and  the  process  of 
aeration  is  better  performed,  the  blood  assumes  a  Bond  appearance,  and 
runs  freely.  This  change  in  the  blood  takes  place  nxMre  suddenly  when 
some  degree  of  fainting  occurs  during  bleeding,  to  check  or  suspend  the 
heart's  action  ;  hence  when  the  principal  object  of  bleeding  is  to  restore 
the  balance  between  the  respiration  and  the  pulse,  and  promote  the 
aeration  of  the  blood,  it  is  well  to  encourage  fainting  by  bleeding  in  aft 
erect  posture. 

The  oppressed  pulse  may  occur  in  a  highly  inflammatory,  or  a  k>W 
typhous  or  typhoid  condition  of  the  system.  In  both  these  conditions^ 
bleeding  tends  to,  restore  the  balance  between  the  respiration  and  the 
pulse.  In  the  former,  bleeding  is  required  not  only  to  reduce  the  ptibe 
to  a  proportion  with  the  respiration,  but  also  to  subdue  inflammatioD^- 
the  pulse  rises  in  fullness  and  strength,  as  the  oppressing  eflbcts  of  the 
black  blood  are  removed ;  and  the  bleeding  may  be  continued  freely. 
In  a  low  typhoid  case,  only  dhe  of  these  objects  is  to  be  accomplbhed 
by  bleediog,  which  should  be  stopped  as  soon  as  faintness  is  induced,  or 
tbe  blood  assumes  a  fltmd,  arterialised  appearance ;  or,  if  possible,  the 
disparity  between  tbe  respiration  and  the  pulse  should  be  obiHated  by 
other  means  without  bleeding. 

Antinumy  has  a  striking  effect  in  diminishing  the  action  of  tbe  heart,  . 
without  producing  a  corresponding  diminution  of  the  respiration.    In 
cases  of  inflammatory  excitement  it  is  useful  in  reducing  arterial  action, 
but  it  is  particularly  useful  when  such  excitement  is  connected  with  defi- 
cient respiration. 

This  affi>rds  one  reason  for  its  eflkacy  in  pneumonitis,  in  whwb  thb 
remedy  has  been  employed  successfully  in  frequent  large  doses,  by  Ra* 
sori,  Ldiennec,  and  other  modern  writers.  In  this  disease,  the  refrigerant 
and  alterative  powers  of  the  i^medy  have  a  favorable  operation,  in  re- 
ducing and  resolving  inflammation ;  but  I  have  found  it  especially 
adapted  to  those  cases  in  which  the  symptoms  of  deficient  arterialixa- 
tion  are  prominent — ^when  the  respiration  b  infrequent  and  small,  the 
skin  livid,  and  the  cerebral  powers  oppressed.  Laenoec  observed  pa- 
tients, in  this  disease,  to  recover  their  consciousness  under  the  use  of 
this  remedy ;  and  he  advises  a  persevering  employment  of  it  when  "  tbe 
oppression  b  great,  or  the  head  affiscted.'' 

Dr.  Thomas  Marryatt,  of  Bristol,  England,  who  publbhed  a  treatise 
on  therapeutics,  in  1788,  gave  tartar  emetic  successfully  in  fever  and  io 
pburi^.  *^  I  have  seen  many  instances,''  he  observed^  **  iHrarein  a 
paper  baa  been  ^ven  every  three  boors  ^.  x.  in  sis  papM)i  withbot 
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the  lenst  seDsible  operation,  either  by  sickness,  stool,  swear,  or  urine  ;  sod, 
tboagh  the  patients  had  been  unremittingly  delirious  for  more  than  a 
week,  with  subsultus  tendinum,  and  all  the  appearances  of  hastening 
death,  they  have  perfectly  recovered  without  any  other  mecfical  aid — a 
clyster  every  other  day  excepted." 

Laennec  found  tartar  emetic  successful  in  hydrocephalus  [cerebral 
congestion  ?],  supervening  *^  in  the  course  of  continued  fever,"  and 
'^  general  debility  " — ^aiso  ''  in  nervous  affections  connected  with  a  con. 
gested  state  of  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow." 

Dr.  Graves  employs  this  remedy  in  delirium  tremens,  and  *'  with  very 
remarkable  success  at  various  periods  of  fever,  but  principally  towards 
its  termination."  In  the  low  stages  of  spotted  fever,  when  the  synop- 
toms  denoted  '^  a  combination  of  primary  general  nervous  excitement 
with  a  secondary  cerebral  congestion,"  he  found  a  combination  of  tartar 
emetic  with  laudanum  very  successful.  "  This  method,"  he  observes, 
^<  has  manifestly  saved  many,  many  lives,  under  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances apparently  hopeless." — Graces* s  Cliniccd  Lectures. 

In  the  low  stages  of  many  febrile  diseases,  opium  may  be  given  ad- 
vantageously in  combination  with  antimony,  when  it  could  not  be  given 
alone,  without  danger  of  producing  cerebral  congestion.  The  opium 
allays  nervous  irritation,  exercises  its  general  stimulant  operation,  and 
thus  sustains  the  powers  of  life  ;  while  the  antimony,  by  preserving  the 
balance  between  the  respiratory  and  circulating  functions,  and  thus  pro- 
moting tiie  arterialization  of  the  blood,  prevents  the  congesting  eflfects  of 
the  opium* 

fyecae^  like  antimony,  operates  to  diminish  the  force  and  frequency  of 
the  heart's  action,  and  thus  obviates  a  disparity  between  the  respiratory 
and  circulating  functions.  It  is  less  powerful  than  antimony ;  but  is 
appropriate  to  some  cases,  in  which  the  more  debilitating  effects  of  anti- 
mony might  be  injurious. 

The  refrigerant  ialiSy  nitrate  of  potassa,  bitartrate  of  potassa,  sul- 
phate of  magnesia,  sulphate  of  soda,  8^.,  reduce  the  circulation,  aod  io 
appropriate  cases  thus  have  a  favorable  effect  in  equalizing  the  respira- 
tory and  circulating  functions. 

In  the  use  of  antiphlogistic  remedies,  for  the  purpose  under  oonstdera- 
tion,  the  general  tone  of  the  system  is  to  be  observed ;  and  in  low  atonie 
cases  caution  is  required,  lest  their  general  debilitating  efbcts  shall  mora 
than  counterbalance  the  advantage  of  equalizing  the  respiratory  and  cir- 
culating functions.  In  low  stages  of  typhous  fever,  for  instance,  these 
remedies  sometimes  may  be  required  for  this  purpose ;  but  as  it  is  im- 
portant, in  such  cases,  to  avoid  the  occasion  ot  debility  and  exhaustioo, 
it  is  desirable  to  equalize  the  functions  by  other  means ;  and  when  de- 
bilitating antiphlogistics  are  employed,  their  operation  should  be  con- 
tinued no  longer  than  necessity  requires. 

DigitaKs  is  well  known  to  possess  the  property  of  diminishing  the 
frequency  and  force  of  the  pulse  in  a  remarkable  degree.  It  sometimes 
has  a  similar  efiisct  on  the  respiration,  especially  in  large  doses,  but  not 
in  proportion  to  its  eflect  on  the  pulse.  By  virtue  of  this  operation,  it 
is  often  useful  in  typhus,  pneumonitis^  erysipelas,  scarlet  fever^and  ocher 
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diseases,  tnd  particulariy  in  congestive  fevers.  It  relieves  morbid  wake- 
fulness! subsultus  tendinum,  muttering  delirium  and  coma;  and  sleep  in> 
duced  by  it  is  commonly  more  refreshing  than  when  induced  by  opium 
and  most  other  narcotics. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  essay,  the  remarkable  deficiency  of  respira- 
tion which  occurs  in  deUrium  tremem  has  been  noticed  ;  and  the  success 
with  which  I  have  treated  this  disease,  principally  with  digitalis,  induces 
me  briefly  to  describe  my  general  plan  of  treatment.  In  1820,  Dr.  A. 
L.  Peirson,  of  Salem,  Mass.  (New  Eng.  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg.,  Vol.« 
IX.),  recommended  digitalis  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  After 
bleeding,  he  gave  the  tincture,  in  doses  of  seventy^five  drops,  every  two 
hours.  Several  years  since,  owing  to  epidemic  constitutional  changes 
or  some  other  reason,  1  observed  that  opium  was  less  successful  in  this 
disease,  than  it  had  formerly  been  in  my  practice ;  and  I  was  induced 
to  make  trial  of  the  digitalis.  I  commence  the  treatment  of  a  case 
with  a  full  cathartic  dose  of  calomel,  which  is  followed  with  the  exhibi- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver,**^  in  doses  of  gr.  1-8,  every  hour,  or  gr.  1-4 
every  two  hours.  If  called  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  1  adopt  no  di- 
rect means  for  inducing  sleep  until  night — the  natural  time  for  sleep. 
In  the  evening  I  direct  one  ounce  of  tincture  of  digitalis,  of  which  a 
third  part  is  to  be  given  every  two  hours  until  sleep  is  induced.  If  this 
fails,  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  resumed  and  continued  through  the  follow- 
ing day  ;  and  on  the  following  night  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  di^talis 
is  directed,  one  third  to  be  given  every  two  hours.  In  a  great  propor- 
tion of  cases  sleep  is  induced,  and  the  disease  suspended,  the  first  night  ;* 
and  it  is  very  rare  that  the  wakefulness  continues  through  two  nights. 
In  most  cases  no  other  remedies  are  used ;  though  sometimes,  io  con- 
nection with  them,  I  direct  castor,  artificial  musk,  camphor,  or  some  bit- 
ter infusion,  with  a  blister  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  or  a  wash  of  tincture 
of  cantharis  and  aqua  ammonis  to  the  scalp.  In  a  few  cases  the  digi- 
talis faas  been  rejected  from  the  stomach,  when  I  have  directed  smaller 
doses  at  shorter  intervals.  Of  more  than  50  cases,  treated  on  this 
general  plan,  only  four  have  been  fatal.  One  bad  been  tampered  with 
by  a  quack,  before  I  was  called ;  the  second  was  complicated  with  a 
severe  pneumonitis  affecting  both  lungs ;  the  third  came  on  in  the  coarse 
of  a  severe  dysentery — sleep  was  induced,  but  the  patient  sank,  after  two 
weeks,  with  the  dysenteric  symptoms  ;  the  fourth  was  complicated  with 
erysipelas  affecting  the  face  and  head,  and  terminated  fatally  on  the 
ninth  day.  In  the  latter  three  cases,  death  appeared  to  be  owing  less  to 
the  delirium  tremens,  than  to  the  diseases  with  which  it  was  complicated. 

Ergot  has  even  greater  efficacy  than  digitalis  in  depressing  tne  circu- 
lation. In  doses  not  sufficient  to  produce  any  violent  effects,  it  will  reduce 
the  healthy  pulse  from  70  to  50  or  even  40  in  a  minute.  But  at  the 
same  time  it  depresses  the  respiration.  While  digitalis  aflects  the  motor 
nerves  of  the  heart  more  than  it  does  the  respiratory  nerves,  ergot  af- 
fects both,  and  in  most  cases  the  respiratory  nerves  chiefly.  When  the 
object  is  simply  to  diminish  the  action  of  the  heart,  as  in  active  and  irri- 
tative hemorrhages,  I  have  found  this  remedy  incomparably  more  valoa- 
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ble  than  any  other ;  but  on  account  of  its  depressing  the  respiratory 
motions,  it  is  decidedly  injurious  in  cases  of  deficient  arteriaiiaatioo  ;  and 
it  is  noticed,  in  this  place,  only  to  contrast  its  powers  with  those  of 
digitalis. 

Sanguijiaria  Canadensis  in  its  medicinal  effects  is  considerably  allied 
to  digitalis.  It  is  narcotic  and  alterative.  By  its  narcotic  operatkm  it 
diminishes  the  frequency  and  force  of  the  hearths  action ;  and  by  Firtoe 
of  this  operation^  when  the  circulation  is  proportionately  more  active 
than  the  respiration,  it  restores  an  equilibrium  of  action.  It  is  particu* 
larly  useful  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  bronchial  membrane.  In  pneu- 
monitis, catarrh,  croup,  and  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  its 
alterative  operation  promotes  healthy  secretion,  produces  resolution,  and 
thus  aids  the  respiratory  function,  by  improving  the  condition  of  ibe 
lungs,  while  its  narcotic  operation  tends  still  further  to  equalize  the  res- 
piratory and  circulating  functions  by  depressing  the  action  of  the  heart. 
In  such  cases,  when  the  skin  is  livid,  the  cerebral  powers  are  oppressed, 
and  other  symptoms  of  imperfect  arterialization  are  manifest,  its  favoia- 
Ue  operation  relieves  the  cerebral  symptoms,  and  gives  a  florid  hue  to 
tbe  skin.     As  an  operation  consequent  to  these  efiects,  the  apprused 

S2fe,  which  is  common  in  such  cases,  often  becomes  more  frequent, 
I  and  strong — an  effect,  which  probably  has  occasioned  the  commoo, 
but  erroneous  opinion,  that  sanguinaria  operates  directly  to  stimulate  the 
action  of  the  heart. 

In  very  large  doses,  sanguinaria,  like  most  other  narcotics,  produces 
torpor  of  the  brain  and  respiratory  nerves,  with  infrequent,  slow,  and 
stertorous  breathing,  and  its  consequences,  the  ordinary  symptoms  of 
asphyxia. 

Cokhicum,  veratmmy  nicotiana  tabacimj  and  lobelia  infiata^  with 
general  narcotic  and  alterative  powers  like  sanguinaria,  have  also  a  simi* 
lar  operation  in  diminishing  the  action  of  the  heart. 

Polygala  Senega^  though  destitute  of  narcotic  powers,  is  similar  to 
sanguinaria  in  its  alterative  effects,  and  in  its  operation  on  the  heart. 
The  latter  operation,  probably,  is  dependent  on  the  nauseating  vroperty 
of  the  remedy — a  property  which,  in  several  of  the  artbles  hekxe  enu- 
merated, contributes  to  diminish  the  action  of  the  heart 

LTo  b«  continued. j 


OF  THE  COW-PABSNIP. 

[The  writer  of  the  following  paper,  the  reader  will  perceive,  is  eighty* 
eight  years  of  age — being,  it  is  presumed,  the  most  aged  member  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Massachusetts,  who  pretends  to  interest  himself  in 
the  progress  of  medicine,  with  the  exception  of  the  venerable  and  well- 
known  author  of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Dr.  James  Thacbefi 
of  Plymouth.— Ed.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dbar  Sir,— It  is  said  that  the  late  Dr.  OraSi  of  Sal«a,  in  180S, 
brought  cow-parsnip  into  notice  fiur  the  cine  of  tbe  epSepsjr-    Uatil 
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lately  I  have  supposed  that  be  used  the  roots  or  the  same  plant  of  which 
I  have  used  the  seeds  before  and  since  that  time,  successfully,  for  the 
epilepsy,  and  have  known  of  its  being  used  for  that  purpose  in  the 
years  1759  and  1773,  with  success. 

Noticing  the  article  cow-parsnip  in  Dr.  Thacher's  Dispensatory,  I 
found  that  he  had  described  the  (imperatoria)  masterwort  of  the  old  dis- 
pensatories, formerly  esteemed  a  powerful  anti-hysteric.  And  as  it  was 
not  the  cow-parsnip  I  bad  ever  used,  I  sought  for  information,  saying  to 
Dr.  Thacher  that  if  Dr.  Orne  used  the  article  he  had  described  ibr  cow- 
parsnip  and  which  I  called  masterwort,  there  were  two  plants  for  the 
cure  of  the  epilepsy,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  ascertained.  The  doctor 
writes  me  that  the  large  umbelliferous  plant,  found  wild  by  hedges  and 
ditches,  with  its  large  jagged  leaves,  woolly  underside,  growing  four  feet 
high,  &c.,  and  avoided  by  cattle,  which  he  had  described,  he  considers 
to  be  undoubtedly  the  article  Dr.  Orne  used,  and  that  Dr.  Bigelow,  a 
late  author,  calls  the  same  article  cow-parsnip. 

As  the  plant  Dr.  Orne  used  and  Dr.  Bigelow  calls  cow-parsnip  is  not 
the  same  plant  which  I  have  used  and  known  to  be  used  long  ago,  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  epilepsy,  and  I  have  known  to  be  cajled  by  the  name  of 
cow-parsnip,  and  no  other  name,  by  6ve  successive  generations  of  thiB 
inhabitants  of  Hatfield,  I  will  endeavor  so  to  describe  it  as  that  it  may 
be  known  and  identified.  It  is  a  tender  plant,  of  which  animals  are  so 
ibnd  as  eagerly  to  devour  it,  and  sheep  even  the  bulb  of  the  root ;  there- 
fore rarely  found  except  in  dry  fields  enclosed  for  mowing.  In  May,  as 
the  flowers  of  the  dandelions  are  decaying,  and  before  the  yellow  flowers 
of  the  crowfoot  much  appear,  the  seed  stalks  of  what  1  call  cow-parsaip» 
may  be  seen  in  said  mow-fields  (if  any  there),  standing  five  or  six  inches 
high,  generally  in  a  cluster  of  leaves,  with  their  yellow  flowers  on  um- 
bels (in  form  of  caraway),  and  rising  to  3  or  S^  feet  high  before  the 
seeds  are  ripe,  which  is  early  in  August ;  they  resemble  aniseed.  The 
leaves  are  snoooth  and  of  a  grass-green  hue,  resembling  young  angelica 
leaves,  and  are  on  foot-stalks  several  inches  long,  rising  direct  from  the 
roots,  which  are  like  parsley  roots,  but  not  so  large.  The  seeds  are  the 
roost  efficacious  part,  finely  powdered,  and  taken  in  substance  in  simple 
syrup.  I  esteem  them  as  a  mild  durable  stimulant,  carminative,  sto^ 
macbic,  antispasmodic,  and  a  remedy  rarely  failbg  to  cure  the  epilepsy 
in  oases  under  the  age  of  puberty,  but  in  no  case  above  that  age  to  my 
kxKxwledge;  vet  in  some  it  will  mitigate  the  distressing  symptoms* 
AlsQ  I  have  given  them  as  a  lactescent  to  laborious  wet  nurses,  to  increase 
the  quantity  and  improve  the  quality  of  their  milk,  and  cause  their  babes 
to  be  quiet  and  thrifty. 

In  the  year  1759  1  was  8  years  old,  and  my  brother  John  4  years 
old,  who  was  taken  with  epileptic  fits ;  the  case  thought  to  be  incurable 
by  Dn  Samuel  Mather,  of  Northampton,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Williams,  of 
Deerfield,  eminent  physicians  in  their  day ;  and  a  Dr.  Bartlet,  of  Con- 
necticut (of  Middletown,  I  think),  was  sent  for,  came,  and  gave  medi- 
cine, of  which  cow-parsnip  seeds  were  most  depended  on.  He  was 
cured,  lived  till  December,  1834,  and  never  bad  another  fit 

b  1X71 1  came  to  live  with  Dr.  Sergeant,  of  Stockbridge,  and  in  1773j^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


388  Masiochuseitt  Mtiicd  Society. 

a  daughter,  seven  years  old,  of  Mr.  C.  Stooe^  who  bad  moved  from 
Guilford,  was  taken  with  epileptic  fits.  After  a  short  time  Mr.  StoDe, 
as  he  wished,  and  with  Dr.  Sergeant's  consent,  went  and  brought  the 
said  Dr.  Bartlet,  who  lodged  with  us ;  he  was  a  gentleman  in  manners, 
bad  no  nostrum,  was  communicative.  He  was  waited  upon  by  Dr.  Ser- 
^geant,  as  necessary,  made  his  prescriptions  for  the  patient,  of  which 
cow-parsnip  was  mostly  depended  on,  and  she  was  cured. 

After  this,  at  a  visit  to  my  parents  at  Hatfield,  I  well  recollected  my 
brother's  having  fits,  and  my  pounding  the  cow-parsnip  seeds  for  him. 
1  asked  my  mother  (who  was  acquainted  with  many  medicines)  whether 
she  knew  what  Dr.  Bartlet  directed  for  brother  John  in  1759.  She 
answered  yes,  and  that  he  first  cleared  the  stomach  and  bowels,  but  not 
with  drastic  medicines,  and  then  gave  alteratively  iBthiops  mineral  fnora- 
ing  and  evening,  and  antimonial  wine  twice  daily  a  while,  and  pui^ed 
again,  and  then  cow-parsnip  seeds  morning  and  evening,  continuing  the 
wine  once  or  twice  a  day  some  longer,  but  not  so  long  as  the  seeds ; 
during  the  time  of  using  the  seeds,  once  in  a  week  or  less,  to  keep  the 
body  soluble  and  free  of  flatulences,  gave  of  a  carminative  laxative 
made  with  senna,  rhubarb,  a  plenty  of  carminative  seeds,  some  gu«a- 
cum  shavings,  and  a  great  plenty  of  raisins  stoned,  boiled  q.  s.  in  eqoal 
parts  of  water  and  proof  spirits,  in  a  covered  vessel,  and  strained  by 
expression,  &lc. 

The  above  I  have  considered  Dr.  Bartlet's  method  of  practice.  I 
impute  to  the  use  of  said  seeds  the  relief  of  numbers  afflicted  with  the 
epilepsy,  under  my  observation,  and  one  with  chorea,  the  only  case  io 
which  it  was  used. 

For  mentioning  it  as  a  lactescent,  I  claim  no  merit ;  for  when  a  small 
boy  1  heard  a  good  farmer  say  that  some  of  his  hay  was  so  well  filled 
with  cow-parsnip  that  he  esteemed  it  for  a  milch  cow  equal  to  as  much 
of  his  other  best  hay  and  two  quarts  of  corn-meal  per  day.  I  did  not 
forget  it.  Females  in  common  health,  yet  too  feeble  for  the  house-work 
they  performed,  have  told  me  that  nothing  seemed  to  recover  them  from 
fatigue  so  thoroughly  as  a  few  doses  of  the  cow-parsnip  seeds.  If  the 
seed  is  powdered  very  fine  (as  is  proper  for  use),  it  ought  to  be  kept 
in  a  phial,  for  if  enclosed  in  a  paper,  a  while'after  the  paper  may  be 
saturated  with  oil  and  the  seed  of  less  value. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  more  than  20  years  since  said  plant  was  first  seen 
in  Berkshire  meadows ;  it  evidently  increases ;  but  is  mowed  here  too 
early,  in  general,  to  have  the  seeds  ripen. 

I  am  respectfully  yours,  tzc 

Stockbridgef  May  22(/,  1838.  Oliver  Partridge. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  MASS.   MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday  laat,  according  to  cnstonii  the  Maiaachuflette  Medical 
Sooittj  held  an  anniTeiMuj  meeting  at  the  Atheweani  ia  Boetoo.    It 
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WHS,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  decidedly  agreeable 
meetings  we  have  had  for  many  years.  Whatever  related  to  business 
was  done  in  good  time,  and  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  all  the  members. 
At  1  o'clock,  Ebenezer  Alden,  M.D.,  of  Randolph,  delivered  an  address 
on  the  objects  and  utility  of  the  Society,  in  which  he  embodied  an  exact 
history  of  all  its  operations  from  a  small  beginning  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, when  its  influence  is  felt  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  commu- 
nity. Dr.  Alden  fully  met  the  expectations  of  the  audience,  and  acquit- 
ted himself  with  honor.  Whenever  the  discourse  is  published  in  the 
documents  preparing  by  the  Secretary,  an  analysis  of  it  may  be  expected 
in  the  Journal.  Two  hundred  and  thirteenj  the  number  of  medical  gentle- 
1  men  present,  dined  together  in  Faneuil  Hall  in  the  afternoon.  Our  re- 
I  collections  of  that  particular  part  of  the  anniversary  are  of  a  very 
happy  character. 

It  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  additional 
counsellors,  on  account  of  an  increase  of  population  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts, the  entire  board  consists  of  the  same  gentlemen  who  composed  it 
the  last  year.  In  the  second  medical  department,  Drs.  Geo.  Choate, 
'  Geo.  Osborn  and  Ebenezer  Hunt  were  added  ;  in  the  third,  Dr.  N.  Cut- 
1  ter  ;  and  in  the  Worcester  district,  Drs.  Butler,  of  Worcester,  Stone,  of 
p  Hardwick,  and  Kendall,  of  Sterling.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
i        counsellors. 

Counsellors. — Fint  DeparlmerU. — Drs.  J.  Jackson,  B.  ShurtleflT,  J. 

.         C.  Warren,  J.  Randall,  G.  C.  Sbattock,  W.  Channing,  J.  Bigelow,  Geo. 

[         Hayward,  Enoch  Hale,  S.  D.  Townsend,  J.  Ware,  Z.  B.  Adams,  D. 

Osgood,  E.  Reynolds,  J.  Homans,  W.  Strong,  J.  Jeffries,  G.  B.  Doane, 

'         W.  Lewis,  G.  W.  Otis,  S.  Morrill,  J.  V.  C.  Smith. 

Second  DepaHment,— Joseph  Kittredge,  Jeremiah  SpofTord,  Abel  L. 
^  Peirson,  Andrew  Nichols,  Edward  L.  Coffin,  Samuel  Johnson,  Richard 
I  S.  SpofTord,  Calvin  Briggs,  Dean  Robinson,  Jonathan  C.  Johnson,  Ed- 

I         ward  A.  Holyoke,  Wyatt  C.  Boyden,  Rufus  Longley,  Geo.  Choate,  Geo. 

Osborn,  Ebenezer  Hunt. 
I  Third  DeparUnenl. — Thomas  Bucklin,  John  Walton,  Abraham  R. 

,  Thompson,  Timothy  Wellington,  Zadoc  Howe,  William  J.  Walker,  John 

C.  Dalton,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Daniel  Swan,  John  O.  Green,  Joshua  Green, 
*         Elisha  Bartlett,  Anson  Hooker,  N.  Cutter. 

Fourth  Department. — Stephen  Batchelder,  John  Green,  Edward  Flint, 

f  Benj.  F.  Hey  wood,  Charles  W.  Wilder,  Amos  Parker,  George  Willard, 

John  Starkweather,  J.  G.  Metcalf,  J.  S.  Butler,  J.  Stone,  P.  T.  Kendall. 

r^  Department.— Joseph  H.  Flint,  Alpheus  F.  Stone,  Stephen  W. 

Williams,  Eli  Hall,  Elisha  Mather,  Bela  B.  Jones,  David  Bemis. 

Sixth  Department.— Henxy  H.  Childs,  William  H.  Tyler,  Asa  G. 
Welch,  Royal  Fowler,  Robert  Worthington,  Alfred  Perry,  Hubbard 
Bartlett. 

Seventh  Department, — Nathaniel  Miller,  John  Bartlett,  Samuel  Bog- 
bee,  Robert  Thaxter,  Jeremy  Stimson,  Rufus  Wyman,  Ebenezer  Alden, 
Noah  Fvefield. 

Eighth  Department. — Hector  Orr,  Nathan  Hayward,  Ezekiel  Thaxter, 
Paul  L.  Nichols,  Noah  Whitman,  William  Gordon. 

^finth  Department.—  Alexander  Reed,  William  C.  Whittredge,  Andrew 
Mackie,  Caleb  Swan,  Menzies  R.  Randall,  William  A.  Gordon. 

Tenth  Department. — Joseph  Sampson,  Aaron    Cornish,  Paul  Swif^^ 
Henry  Tuck. 
Cnif  SOBS  for  the  JFtnl  Medical  Distridt  and  for  the  Society^t  large. — 
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William  J.  Walker,  Abel  L.  Peirson,  John  Warey  Edward  RejnoMs,  Jr., 

Woodbridj^e  Strong. 

Second  Medical  District — John  Green,  Beojamin  F.  Hey  wood,  Charles 
W.  Wilder,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  Workman. 

Third  Medical  i}«8<rict.— Stephen  W.  Williams^  Elisha  Malber,  Atber- 
lon  Clark,  Bela  B.  Jones,  David  Bemis. 

Fourth  Medical  District— aenty  H.  Childa,  William  H.  Tyler,  Alfred 
Perry,  Asa  G.  Welch,  Charles  Worthington. 

The  following  officers  were  eleeted,  on  the  followtng  day,  by  Um 
counsellors,  viz.  : — 

George  Cheyne  Shattuck,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  Prtsidemt ;  Nathaniel 
Miller,  M.D.,  of  Franklin,  Vice  Presiderd  ;  John  Homans,  M.D.,  of 
Boston,  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  Solomon  D.  Townsend,  M.D.,  of  Bos- 
ton, Recording  Secretary  ;  Walter  Channing,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  Trea- 
surer ;  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  Librarian, 

Enoch  Hale,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  was  appointed  orator  for  1839. 

CommUtee  on  Pu6/tca<um«.— Enoch  Hale,  John  Ware,  John  Homaoa. 

Committee  on  Resignations, ^^WBlier  Channing,  Zabdiel  B.  AdaoM, 
John  Jefficies. 

Dr.  Alphonso  Brooks,  of  Princeton  ;  Dr.  James  M.  Smith,  of  West- 
field  ;  Dr.  Delano  Peirce,  of  Grai\on  ;  Dr.  Robert  Capen,  of  Plymouth ; 
and  Dr.  Erastus  Robinson,  of  Northborough,  were  elected  fellows.  Dr. 
Placido  Portal,  of  Palermo,  Sicily,  was  chosen  an  honorary  member. 

Thus,  in  a  compact  manner,  we  have  endeavored  to  record  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Society.  It  numbers,  in  the  catalogue,  not  far  from  five 
hundred  members  in  this  Commonwealth  alone,  and  long  may  thej  fivs, 
the  promoters  of  the  public  health  and  human  happiness. 


Operation  for  the  Restoration  of  the  Lower  lAp.-^A  young  man  belong-  • 
ing  to  Warren,  R.  I.,  while  on  a  whaling  voyage,  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember last,  being  in  an  open  boat,  was  struck  by  a  whale  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  force  an  oar  against  his  face  with  sufficient  violence  to  cany 
away  a  portion  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone, 
and,  worse  still,  the  largest  part  of  the  under  lip.  In  this  unsightly  and 
truly  melancholy  condition  he  returned  from  the  voyage.  On  presenting 
himself  for  advice  to  Dr.  Lewis,  of  this  city,  he  exhibited  the  following 
spectacle.  Although  the  wound,  in  a  measure,  had  healed,  no  liquid 
eould  be  retained  in  the  mouth  without  covering  the  void,  formerly  con- 
trolled by  the  under  lip,  with  one  hand,  closely  pressed  against  the  tm- 
even  and  exposed  dental  wall.  Besides  these  formidable  difficuhiea,  in 
consequence  of  the  rent  made  in  bones  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  h» 
articulation  was  imperfect.  The  saliva,  unless  it  was  controlled  by 
a  handkerchief,  was  constantly  drivelling  over  the  chin.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances Dr.  Lewis  operated  on  Monday,  the  Slat  ult.,  with  a  vieir, 
primarily,  of  remedying  the  deformity.  The  process  was  essentially 
similar  to  the  common  operation  for  hare  lip — ^the  wound  being  dressed 
after  the  admirable  method  of  Dr.  Walker,  of  Charlestown,  whose  sne- 
oess  in  such  cases  is  well  known  in  this  community.  Fortunately,  the 
wound  healed  by  the  first  intention,  and  the  patient,  to  his  great  sratifi- 
cation,  is*  relieved  from  the  manifold  inconveniences  to  which  ne  was 
subjected  for  the  want  of  a  lip.  An  artificial  palate  is  to  be  made  for 
him  by  Dr.  Harwood,  ne^Lt  week,  which  will  undoubtedly  enable  him  to 
converse  again  in  his  accustomed  tone  of  voice. 
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This  18  another  Bpeeimen  of  the  skill  and  exhaustless  ingenuity  of  the 
sargeons  of  Boston. 

JVWtire,  TreaimefUy  and  Diseased  of  ike  Ear, — Messrs.  Marsh  & 
Capen  will  accept  our  thanks  for  a  copy  of  this  excellent  work,  just 
from  the  press  of  Thomas,  Gowperwailh  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  by  Dr. 
Kramer,  of  Berlin.  The  profession  will  6nd  it  a  valuable  treatise,  con- 
cisely arranged,  and  economical  in  price.  On  its  first  appearance  in 
Dr.  Dunglison's  Journal  we  were  gratified,  and  since  it  has  assumed  the 
form  of  a  distinct  book  no  physician  should  be  without  it. 

Leeches, — Mr.  Editor  :  The  difficulty  of  procuring  leeches  in  our  city 
for  the  last  three  months,  justifies  the  tone  of  your  allusion  to  their 
scarcity  in  the  last  No.  of  your  Journal.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  Mr.  Seth  W.  Fowles,  corner  of  Salem  and  Prince  streets,  has 
made  such  arrangements  at  the  South  and  abroad  as  to  be  able  to  furnish 
any  quantity  of  leeches  to  physicians  and  apothecaries,  at  a  slight  advance 
on  the  cost  of  importation.  A  splendid  lot  of  Swedish  leeches  have 
just  been  received.  Meoicus. 

JUbany  Medical  CoUege, — ^At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Albany 
Medical  College,  held  on  the  16th  ult.,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  professors,  viz.  :  Of  surgery,  Alden  March,  M.D.  ;  of  che* 
mistry  and  natural  history,  E.  Emmons ;  of  anatomy  and  physiology, 
James  H.  Armsby,  M.D. ;  of  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women  and 
children,  Henrv  Green,  M.D. ;  of  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  D. 
McLachlan,  M.D.  ;  of  medical  jurisprudence,  Amos  Dean,  Esq.  The 
department  of  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  temains  to  be  filled. 


2\ititors  in  ike  Axillx  producing  JIftM;.— A  woman,  21  years  of  age^ 
when  at  the  eighth  month  of  her  second  pregnancy,  remarked,  for  the 
first  time,  a  tumor  in  each  axilla.  The  tumors  quickly  enlarged,  and 
soon  reached  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.  They  were  insensible,  and,  when 
handled,  gave  the  sensation  of  a  hardened,  knotty  mass  ;  when  pressed 
between  the  fingers,  they  gave  issue  to  a  whitish  fluid.  The  woman  was 
delivered  on  the  16th  of  November  ;  the  milk  fever  set  in  on  the  third 
day  after  delivery,  and  the  axillary  tumors  now  became  more  enlarged, 
and  discharged,  for  the  space  of  eight  days,  a  very  considerable  quantity 
of  white  fluid,  resembling  milk.  After  this  period  the  secretion  gradu- 
ally declined,  the  size  of  the  tumors  diminished,  and  when  the  relator  of 
the  case  (Dr.  Siebold)  lost  sight  of  the  patient,  the  tumor  had  nearly  to- 
tally disappeared.  In  addition  to  this  case.  Dr.  Siebold  relates  two  other 
instances  of  the  secretion  of  milk  from  supernumerary  nipples  placed 
three  or  four  inches  below  the  normal  ones. — Berlin  Oazette, 


Bandage  for  the  Cure  oj  Prolapsus  Uteri. — Dr.  Robert  Thompson,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  has  intented  an  apparatus  for  the  cure  or  palliation  of 
prolapsus  uteriy  which  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  testing,  but 
which  seems  well  in  appearance  ;  and,  in  his  own  practice,  we  are  told, 
has  answered  every  desirable  end.  It  makes  firm  pressure  around  the 
pelvis,  holds  up  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  supports  the  perineum  and 
vulva.*— FFcftem  Med.  Jour. 
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the  United  States,  will  have  an  insertion  as  soon  as  the  present  crowded  state  of 
our  pages  will  permit 

DiED|— Near  Middletown,  in  Frederick  Co.,  Va.,  Dr.  Samuel  Atwil  Miller, 
aged  33. 

Whole  Bumber  of  deatlw  In  Boiton  for  Um  week  ending  June  9d,  97.    Melee,  IS^Femalee,  14. 

Gooeumptlon,  4— Infknllle,  5— dropey  ou  the  brain,  l^eryslpelee,  l—croup,  ft— maraaBoe.  S- 
dieease  of  the  brain,  ]~dropey,  3— burn,  1— accidental,  1— dlseafe  of  the  heart,  l—inflanuiMtioa  tf 
the  lunp,  1— lang  fever,  1— emallpoz,  1— disease  of  the  womb,  1— eilllbom,  9. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Thk  sabscrlberi  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  eomplete  courie  of  medieml  Instnictisa, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  MassachusetU  General  Hoepital.and  wUl  reeeise 
clinical  lectures  on  the  eases  they  witness  there,  f  ns;metlon,  by  ieetatee  or  ezaninatkma,  wlB  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,    by     Dm.  CnAWise. 
On  Physlolomrt  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     *•     Da.  Wamm, 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -          .....  ••      Dm.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy,       - -  "      D«.  Lewis. 

The  sindenu  are  provided  with  a  room  In  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  aecesa  to  a  ler^ 
library.  LIghu  and  raei  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  koowledfe  of  Amis 
ny  are  not  Inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  ara  $10&~io  he  nald  In  advanoe.  Noeredit  given,  eieept  on  soffldent  •ecuity  eC  emst 
person  In  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Waller  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  Benss, 
Borton.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTI8,  JB. 

WIN8LOW  L.EWIfl,  JB. 

.     VACCINE  VIRUS. 
Phtiioiaiis  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pvms  VAeem 
ViBVS  by  return  mall,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surncal  Joansal,  end 
Ing  one  dollar,  foHpaid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  ollce.         Oet.  99l 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Ttra  sabeerihers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instmetlon.   A  conT-eaiesi  nea 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whir.h  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  houia.    Thmy  will  hme 
aecess  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  fhcllity  for  the  acqulfencM  sf  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  ofTered  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  In  fs  Dlspmsaj 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1,9  and  3,  and  in  faea  wMck  wiU  ha  traatad  at  Uu  raom  dnbf. 
tnstraction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twkoa  wsck. 
SuAcient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  In  formation,  appUcatton  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  108  Hanover  atreot,  er  sf 
the  sttbecrihers.  EPHRAIM  BUCBU  M  J). 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  BLD. 
£.  WALTER  LBACHJLO. 
BMfen,  JHt%»t  9, 1837.  HENRY  6.  CLARX.  ILD. 

JOSEPH  MORIART7,  M  D  . 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

TMt  nnderalgned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medtci«e  nd 

Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medkal 

library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  1^ 

•ad  Bar  Inflrmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  profeeaioanJ  worfcs. 

Anatomical  instmetlon  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  stady  of  the  pa|llk 

For  Airther  Information ,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribera.  JOHN  J  EFPR IE8 ,  M JD. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  II.D. 
WttuMin  Arssf,  JVbv.  9, 1836.  July  19— 6m  JOHN  H.  DtX,  M.D. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION 
Tna  sQbseriber>  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  eonnect  a  small  sebool  with  hli 
private  establishment  for  the  treatumnt  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.  He  baa  pcocaiel 
convenient  moms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  Inqolrlee  and  deoMMMm* 
tions.  His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  Interesting  and  Impottuit  cmmm 
occur  In  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  H.  FLIXT* 
SpringJUUy  Jenaary,  1838.  Jan.  17. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  pablisbed  every  Wedn«aday,  if 
D.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  eommamlcaiieat 
most  be  addressed,^a««-p<iid.  IC  Is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containlog  the  weefc^ 
numhera  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— >PrSe«  tSjift  • 
year  In  advance.  ^3.50  arler  three  months,  and  t4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  year.— Ageate  allowei 
every  seventh  eopv  grati*  —Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  acoomptnled  by  pajatal  la  i  ' 
■ilslhaiory  lalhfaaeo.— Foitafi  the  mubo  m  for  a  Newepaper.  ^^  , 
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ON  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  RESPIRATORY  AND  CIRCU- 
LATING FUNCTIONS. 

BT  GBABLBI  HOOKBBy  M.D.|  OF  HBW  HATBH,  COBir. 

[Communteated  for  ibe  Bmrtoo  MedlcRtend  Sargfeal  Journal.— Condttdednrom  pagtSM.] 

2nd.   Remedie$    which  excite  and  invigorate  the  motor  respiraiory 
nervee. 

Articles  generally  wbicb  produce  sudden  cerebral  excitement  and 
mental  exbilaration  bave  tbis  e&ct.  Ether,  camphor,  ammonia,  musk, 
coitor,  oisafatida,  oU  of  amber,  cajeput  oil,  and  the  volatile  terebintbi- 
nates,  such  as  turpentine  oil  and  that  of  the  pinus  Canadensis,  belong 
to  this  class.  These  remedies  are  commonly  termed  diffusible  stimu^ 
lanis ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  volatile  terebiothinates,  they  have 
little,  if  any,  direct  stimulant  operation  on  the  heart.  Their  main  opera- 
tion is  on  the  nervous  system.  They  produce  cerebral  excitement,  re- 
lieving drowsiness,  coma,  and  low  delirium,  and  in  virtue  of  this  opera- 
tion they  call  the  aid  of  the  will  to  assist  in  respiratory  action  ;  and  at ' 
the  same  time  they  appear  to  bave  a  direct  exciting  operation  on  the 
respiratory  nerves.  In  the  low  stages  of  typhous  and  typhoid  fevers, 
when  the  respiration  and  the  cerebral  functions  are  oppressed,  they 
quicken  the  respiration,  and  thus  tend  to  relieve  coma,  delirium,  sut>- 
siiltus  tendinum,  and  other  symptoms  of  nervous  oppression.  They 
are  especially  useful  about  the  time  of  the  crisis  of  fevers,  pardcularly 
the  crisis  of  pneumonitis  and  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 
Their  operation  is  ordinarily  transient ;  but  the  frequent  use  of  these 
various  articles,  in  succession,  is  highly  important  in  sustaining  Ihe*  j\er- 
vous  energy  and  the  respiratory  action,  through  the  criucal  period  of 
such  diseases.  Whenever  in  the  progress  of  typhous  or  typhoid  fevers, 
the  respiration  is  observed  suddenly  to  become  infrequent,  these  remedies 
should  be  promptly  and  perseveringly  employed  to  quicken  the  respirai- 
tbn  and  prevent  the  deadening  bfluence  of  the  Uack  blood  through  the 
system. 

Dr.  Graves  highly  recommends  this  class  of  remedies,  in  cases  **  when 
there  is  great  prostration  of  the  powers  of  life,  oppressioif  of  the  ner- 
vous functions,  and  low,  muttering  delirium;''  and  a  remark  of  bis  in 
regard  to  musk,  that  "  it  exercises  a  stimulant  effect  on  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, without  having  any>  tendency  to  produce  cerebral  congestion  or 
coma,"  is  applkable,  m  general,  to  other  remedies  of  this  chas.  Indeed, 
19 
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the  practice  of  givbg  these  remedies^  for  the  relief  of  such  syn)ptoo»,i9 
common  ;  but  the  rationale  of  the  practice,  and  the  leading  priDciple, 
that  coma  and  other  symptoms  of  cerebral  oppression  are  eonunool; 
owing  to  imperfect  respiration,  have  not  been  generally  understood. 

Enemata  of  some.cH  the  articles  above  enumerated — particularly  of 
camphor  and  turpentine  oil — sometimes  operate  very  promptly  to  re- 
lieve oppression  of  the  respiratory  and  cerebral  functions. 

Coffee  and  green  tea  are  mild  but  valuable  remedies  of  thb  chss. 
1  think  that  injury  is  often  done  to  persons  who  habitually  use  these  ar- 
ticles in  health,  by  withholding  them  during  sickness.  In  typhous  ferv, 
typhoid  pneumonitis,  and  many  other  diseases,  their  remedial  efficacy,  in 
producing  cerebral  excitement,  and  in  quickening  the  respiratioD,  is  im- 
portant. The  use  of  strong  tea  in  cases  of  stupor  occasioned  by  exces- 
sive doses  of  opium  or  alcohol,  is  common. 

External  vesicatories  and  irritantSy  such  as  cantharis,  nitrate  of  silnr, ' 
corrosive  sublimate,  mustard,  oil  of  turpentine,  oil  of  cinnamou,  aod  tbe 
like,  are  valuable  adjuvants  in  such  eases.  A  blister  appUed  to  die 
back  of  the  neck  is  one  of  the  most  common  remedies  for  coHiiaiiil 
other  symptoms  of  cerebral  oppression  ;  and  probably  irritants  appW 
in  this  region,  from  its  proximity  to  the  origin  of  the  respiratory  nerws, 
Bre  more  effectual  than  to  other  parts  of  the  system,  th.  Graves  pR' 
scribes  blisters  with  this  view;  and  in  some  cases  of  typhus, Itbiokl 
have  seen  good  effects  from  continued  irritation  in  this  regioD,  esdted 
by  a  pitch  plaster,  with  a  small  quantity  of  pulverized  nitrate  of  sOm 
sprinkled  on  its  surface. 

Calling  the  attention  of  a  patient  to  his  respiration^  and  "fivxsM 
him  to  take  frequent  full  inspirations,  tends  to  keep  up  tbeprocefloi 
aeration,  and  prevent  the  patient  from  sinking  into  a  comatose  cooditiiv* 
I  am  always  careful,  about  the  sixth  day  of  pneumonitis,  to  watch  t» 
symptoms  of  an  approaching  crisb.  If  the  symptoms  of  deficient  art^* 
riahzation  are  increasing,  as  always  occurs  when  the  crisis  is  likely » 
prove  serious,  I  perseveringly  employ  the  diffusible  excitafits  «!»»• 
mentioned,  apply  a  blister  or  other  irritant  to  the  back  of  the  wck;  •■J 
whenever  the  respiration  flags  I  arouse  the  patient  to  the  necesaty « 
full  and  frequent  inspirations.  I  remain  by  the  patient,  until  asatf^^ 
other  attendant  has  learned  this  mode  of  management,  which  in  **» 
cases  is  required  to  be  continued  for  several  hours.  By  this  bmbH^ 
ment  I  have  seen  patients  sustained  through  the  critical  period  of  t» 
disease,  who  otherwise  almost  certainly  would  have  sunk  into  a  »■ 
asphyxia. 

It  is  well  known,  that  in  a  low  typhous  or  typhoid  state,  it  is  n**" 
sary  that  a  patient,  who  inclines  to  sleep,  should  be  frequently  anw^ 
In  natural  healthy  sleep  the  respiration  is  ordinarily  slower  and  ^^ 
quent  than  during  wakefulness.  The  ratio  between  the  '^P'?^!?'^!? 
the  pulse  ordinarily  becomes  1  to  5  or  5J.  The  aid  of  the  will  is  ^ 
drawn,  and  the  breathing  is  performed  wholly  by  the  involuntary  i^ 
ratory  nerves.  In  low  typhous  fevers  the  disparity  during  sleep  becflB^ 
stil  1  greater.  While  awake  a  patient  feels  those  distressbg  sa»|* 
wl  fch  attend  imperfect  aeration  of  the  Uood^  and  which  instinctt'^ 
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I  <)einaQd  the  aid  of  the  will  to  asast  the  torpid  and  enleeUed  respiratory 
I  nerves  and  muscles  ;  but  during  sleep,  the  aid  of  the  will  being  with- 
.  drawn,  the  breathing  becomes  irregular,  intermitting,  short,  and  infra- 
I  queot — ^a  breathing  which  in  this  diseased  condition  would  soon  cyver- 
^    whelm  the  system  with  asphyxia. 

I  But  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts,  the  respiration  sometimes  flags,  md 
patients  sink  into  a  comatose  sleep,  from  which,  for  a  time,  they  cannot 
I  fully  be  awaked.  Our  efforts  still  should  be  continued;  if  the  patient 
[  is  able  to  swallow,  tlie  most  diffusible  excitants,  ammonia,  ether,  cam* 
phor,  be,  should  be  administered  little  diluted, so  as  to  make  a  strong 
impression  on  the  mouth  and  fauces ;  or  the  same  substances  should  be 
applied  to  the  nostrils,  or  sprinkled  on  the  face.  These  means,  with 
perhaps  the  aid  of  frictions  over  the  chest,  if  they  do  not  awake  the 
patient,  will  generally  arouse  the  system  enough  to  occasion  several 
successive  full  inspirations.  I  recently  saw  a  little  patient  recover  from 
a  coma  succeeding  scarlet  fever,  during  which,  for  about  three  days,  the 
breathing  absolutely  stopped,  whenever  these  means  were  discontinued 
even  ibr  a  few  minutes. 

In  a  similar  way  cases  of  profound  coma  conseqoent  to  lar^  doses  of 
opium  and  other  narcotws,  taken  by  accident  or  with  suicidal  furj^osoB, 
^  have  been  treated  successfully  hyflagtUaium  and  other  violent  exUrwU 
'  irritation.  That  such  means  prove  efficacious  by  exciting  and  sustain^ 
f  ing  the  respiration,  may  be  interred  from  experiments  wh^h  have  been 
^'  made  of  supporting  life,  under  the  influence  of  enormous  doses  of  nar- 
^  cotics,  by  artificial  respiration.  These  experiments  prove  that  the  stu* 
pifying  narcotics  occasion  death  by  suspending  the  respiratory  motions 
'  and  inducing  asphyxia,  rather  than  by  a  direct  operation  on  the  brain. 
!  Tins  general  mode  of  treatment  has  been  applied  to  extreme  cases  of 
^     intoxicati(Mi  with  remarkable  efficacy. 

I  3d.  Remedies  which  exdie  and  invigorate  the  arterializing  nerves  of 
(     the  lungs. 

i         Most  of  the  remedies  above  enumerated,  which  operate  to  excite  and 

i     invigorate  the  motor  respiratory  nerves,  have  in  some  deme  a  similar 

)     operation  on  the  organic  nerves  of  the  lungs.     Such  is  the  sympathy 

between  these  two  classes  of  nerves,  that  when  one  of  them  is  affected 

with  torpor,  the  other  is  in  some  degree  similarly  affected  ;  and  the 

I     remedies  which  affect  one  class,  also  ordinarily  affect  the  other.     But 

r     the  effects  of  artificial  respiration  in  cases  of  coma  caused  by  alcohol, 

opium,  and  other  stupifyiog  narcotics,  show  that  in  these  cases  the  tor* 

I     por  is  principally  in  the  bram  and  motor  respiratory  nerves.    On  the. 

other  hand  nervous  asthma,  malignant  cholera,  and  some  other  diseases, 

I     are  instances  in  which  the  torpor  is  chiefly  hi  the  organic  nerves,  while 

I     the  brain  and  respiratory  nerves  are  comparatively  little  aflected. 

These  circumstances  afibrd  grounds  lor  a  distinction  of  two  classes  ol 

I     remedies.     The  class  above  treated  of  operates  principally  on  the  mo* 

I      tor  respiratory  nerves.    The  remedies  next  to  be  considered  appear  to 

I      operate  principally  on  the  organic  nerves,  though  some  of  them  have 

also  an  evident  operation  on  the  motor  nerves.    In  general  this  class 

produces  a  gradual  and  permanent  increase  of  nervous  energy,  while  the 

former  class  effects  a  sudden  and  more  transient  excitation.     Cooale 
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Nitrate  of  silver,  arsenical  solution,  chlorine,  cantbaiis  and  capsicniD, 
are  the  principal  remedies  of  this  class.  Tetrakinitrate  of  bismuth,  sul- 
phate of  zinc,  and  bbulphate  of  copper,  have  a  less  degree  of  the  same 
operation.  Mustai*d,  and  other  pungent  tetradynamous  plants,  also  be- 
long to  this  class. 

Nitrait  of  silver. — I  consider  this  article  as  one  of  the  most  ▼aloaUe 
remedies  for  restoring  and  sustaining  the  balance  between  the  respiratoij 
and  circulating  functions.  It  commonly  bcreases  the  frequency  of  the 
respiration  ;  but  it  appears  to  operate  more  on  the  organic  nerves. 

My  common  dose  is  gr.  1-8,  in  pill,  repeated  every  hour,  or  c»ce  n 
two  or  three  hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  symptoms.  Frequently  I 
give  a  solution  of  the  following  form :  R\  Njtrat.  argent,  gr.  ij. ;  aqos 
distillat.  3j. — dissolve  and  add  syr.  simp.  3vii.  M.  The  dose  of 
the  solution  may  be  such  as  to  contain  from  1-8  to  1-4  of  a  grain.  Hie 
solution  is  the  preferable  form  when  an  effect  of  the  remedy  oo  tbe 
fauces  is  desirable,  as  in  scarlet  fever,  and  some  other  diseases  ;  and  it  is 
*  ordinarily  more  easily  administered  to  children  than  the  pill. 

In  typhous  and  typhoid  fevers,  in  which  a  failure  of  the  resptratiao  is 
a  source  of  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended,  I 
place  much  reliance  on  this  remedy.  Infrequent  respiration,  abdoouDd 
tympanitis,*  aphths,  subsultus  tendinum,  and  coma — symptoms  vUch 
are  commonly  associated  in  typhus — are  some  of  the  most  promiaent 
particular  indications  for  its  exhibition.  Commonly,  how^ever,  I  oom- 
roence  its  use  as  soon  as  any  degree  of  deficient  respiration  is  observed, 
and  continue  it  through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease.  When  tboe 
is  a  great  degree  of  deficient  respiration,  and  the  disease  has  decidedly 
the  congestive  form,  with  urgent  symptoms  of  oppression  of  the  respin- 
tory  and  cerebral  functions,  bleeding,  antimony,  the  diffiisible  excitants, 
or  other  remedies,  which  more  promptly  relieve  such  symptoms,  are  re- 
quired ;  but  to  prevent  these  symptoms,  to  relieve  them  when  moderate 
in  degree,  and  to  sustain  the  respiratory  flinction  when  restored  from  a 
state  of  depression,  I  have  found  no  remedy  more  efficacious  tfaao  nitiale 
of  silver.  The  intestinal  hemorrhage,  which  often  occurs  in  the  course 
of  typhus,  I  have  almost  invariably  observed  associated  with  tympanids, 
and  with  the  subsidence  of  the  tympanitis,  which  this  remedy  is  ahnost 
sure  to  effect,  the  hemorrhage  has  always  ceased.f 

In  delirium  tremens  this  remedy  contributes  much  to  obviate  the  im- 
perfect respiration,  which  was  noticed,  in  a  fomier  part  of  this  essay,  as 
a  prominent  symptom  of  the  disease.  It  relieves  also  the  tremor,  6ise 
vision,  and  other  symptoms  of  nervous  disorder.    These  efiects  are  sooe- 

*  For  my  fln t  hint  In  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  obTiating  tympanitis,  I  mm. 
dd  to  Dr.  Lester  Keep,  of  Fair  Haven,  in  this  county. 

t  In  the  nse  of  nitrate  of  silver,  the  greatest  caution  is  requisite  In  regard  to  cheaiicany 

patible  remedies.    Most  authors  complain  of  the  uncertain  operation  of  this  remedy ;  aad  I  am  cei 
fldent  that  inattention  to  this  circumstance  is  a  common  cause  of  tbe  fkiluie  of  ks  efficacy.   ^^ 
ordinarily  enert,  if  given  in  connection  with  any  alkali  or  alkaline  salt.    AmmoBiaor  pf 
chalk,  for  instance,  wholly  neutraHzes  its  power;  and  the  alkaline  salt  contained  la  Oovcr^  | 
frequently  has  this  effect.     "  *  .  -     . 

complained  to  me  tl 

inquiry  It  appeared  t      ,  ^ , ^ ^ _^  ___. 

ing  carbonate  of  ammonia.    Since  that  time  he  informs  me  that  he  prescribes  Cbe  reaiedy  mth  tbe 
CfMtest  eoalMenoe,  and  that  be  oMiJd  bvdly  dispense  wltb  It  in  tbe  Uvatmeat  of  igrkw. 


is  effect.  A  practitioner,  who  was  formerly  a  student  of  mlae,  several  yean  siacs 
I  that  be  had  been  often  disappointed  with  nitrate  of  silver  in  treaUaf  typftn.  te 
id  that,  in  connection  with  this  remedy,  be  frequently  prescribed  a  miztan  tuatiie  • 
1-     a. ^_  ....  -  icribes  tbe  reaMdy  wf*  ""■ 
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times  so  obvious  to  attendants,  when  the  remedy  is  alternately  adminis- 
tered and  withheld,  that  I  have  been  often  asked  whether  its  design  was 
to  obviate  the  trembling. 

In  the  treatment  of  typhoid  pneumonitis  I  consider  this  remedy  a 
valuable  adjuvant^  and  in  many  cases  I  employ  it  through  jthe  whole 
course  of  the  disease. 

^  In  phthisis  the  nitrate  of  silver  has  been  highly  recommended  ;  but  phy- 
sicians generally  appear  to  have  been  disappointed  in  the  use  of  it.    As 
a  curative  remedy,  m  this  disease,  little  can  be  expected  irom  it.;  thou^ 
I        it  is  useful  in  relieving  occasional  symptoms,  as  paroxysms  of  dyspnoea, 
1        and  the  drowsiness,  livid  skin,  and  other  symptoms  denoting  imperfect 

arterialization  of  the  blood,  which  frequently  occur  in  this  disease. 
I  Dyspnoea,  asthma,  dyspepsia,  hypochondria  and  cholera  infantum,  are 

i  diseases  to  which  this  remedy  is  often  adapted ;  and  in  most  diseases  at- 
;  tended  with  general  nervous  torpor  or  irritability,  or  with  flatulent  dis- 
I  tension  of  the  intestinal  canal,  or  with  any  of  the  symptoms  above  men- 
tioned, as  constituting  particular  indications  for  its  exhibition  in  typhous 
i  fever,  the  nitrate  of  silver  may  be  advantageously  employedL 
I  The  following  case  of  erythema  anatomicum — a  case  of  the  writer's 

I  personal  experience — ^may  serve  to  show  the  general  indications  for 
I  which  I  prescribe  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  erysipelas,  scarlet  fever,  and 
other  allied  diseases,  as  well  as  to  illustrate  some  other  pomts  connected 
with  the  general  subject  of  this  essay. 

In  March,  1834,  I  one  afternoon  examined  the  body  of  a  man  who 
died  the  day  previous  with  a  malignant  erysipelas  affecting  the  face, 
scalp  and  brain.  I  had  at  the  time  on  my  left  thumb  two.  slight 
scratches  made  with  a  common  pin  a  few  hours  previous ;  and  while 
examining  the  body  I  slightly  scratched  the  same  thumb  with  the  point 
of  a  scalpel.  They  were  slight  abrasbns  of  the  cuticle,  not  sufficient  to 
occasion  the  least  oozing  of  blood.  On  the  following  morning  these 
scratches  were  a  little  red  and  inflamed,  attended  with  a  slight  itching 
and  smarting  sensation.  I  touched  the  thumb  with  a  piece  of  nitrate  of 
silver ;  and,  without  apprehension  of  danger,  proceeded  to  visit  my  pa- 
tients during  the  forenoon.  At  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  about  twenty  hours 
subsequent  to  the  post-obit  examination,  I  was  seized  with  chills,  which 
continued  vident  about  an  hour,  when  heat  of  skin,  thirst,  a  ^uick,  fre- 
quent, jerking  pulse,  and  other  symptoms  of  irritation  and  febnle  excite- 
ment supervened,  with  nausea  and  vomitbg.  There  was  now  no  irrita- 
tion about  the  thumb,  nor  any  inflammation  extending  up  the  arm ;  and 
the  slight  injury  of  the  thumb  did  not  even  occur  to  my  mind  as  the 
cause  of  the  present  symptoms.  An  emetic  of  ipecac,  with  a  small 
proportion  of  tartar  emetic,  produced  no  relief.  At  evening  a  swelling 
and  soreness  of  a  gland  in  the  axilla  was  noticed ;  and  in  the  course  of 
the  night  a  vivid  erythematic  inflammation  covered  the  whole  left 
side  of  the  chest.  From  this  time  symptoms  continued  severe,  and 
with  little  variation  until  the  eighth  day  of  the  disease.  The  pulse  was 
ordinarily  from  120  to  130,  quick  and  jerking,  but  weak ;  skin  rather 
hot  and  dry  ;  the  affected  side  painfiil,  and  so  sore  that  friction  of  the 
bed-clothes  or  any  slight  touch  seemed  intolerable.    But  the  prominent 
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sjmptom,  indicated  hj  my  feelings,  was  a  difficulty  of  respiration,  eri- 
dently  coanected  with  aflection  of  the  organic  nerves.  I  frequently  ob- 
served to  my  attending  physicians,  that  my  respiration  seemed  to  be 
scarcely  of  any  service  ;  and  that  the  sensation  was  as  though  the  breadi 
was  drawn  ii^  an  inanimate  bag.  During  occasional  mental  aberration 
I  fancied  that  I  was  using  a  pair  of  borrowed  lungs.  The  acute  paio 
and  soreness  attending  the  disease  seemed  trifling  as  compared  with 
this  distressing,  snflbcating  sensation.  For  eight  days  and  nights  1  was 
not  conscious  of  a  moment's  sleep ;  and  when  1  shut  my  eyes  tliejr 
were  filled  with  as  many  imaginary  objects,  as  ever  haunt  the  mind  of 
«  patient  with  delirium  tremens.  The  general  nervous  irritatioo,  the 
sensation  of  impending  sufibcation,  and  Uie  want  of  sleep,  were  tnily 
agonizing.  The  disordered  function  affected  the  motor,  as  well  as  the 
organic  resphratory  nerves  ;  and  a  constant  effi>rt  of  the  will  was  refjuiied 
to  sustain  the  motions  of  respiration.  With  such  continued  eflbrt  I  or- 
dinarily made  from  25  to  35  inspirations  in  a  minute ;  but  still  the  res- 
piration was  unsatisfying.  During  this  period  the  nitra.te  of  silver,  m 
doses  of  one  eighth  or  one  fourth  of  a  grain,  every  two  or  three  bonis, 
and  sometimes  every  hour,  was  almost  constantly  employed.  It  ren- 
dered the  respiration  easier,  and  mitigated  the  general  constitutional  ini- 
tation ;  and  whenever  its  administration  was  suspended  for  a  few  hours, 
the  distress  and  anxiety  of  breathing  became  extreme.  No  other  in- 
ternal remedy  showed  decided  beneAcial  effects.  All  exciting  remedies 
appeao^  to  fall  in  with  the  diseased  irritation  and  aggravate  it.  A  few 
drops  of  laudanum,  or  a  teaspoonful  of  brandy,  produced  a  distressiof 
nervous  excitement  through  the  whole  system.  Two  dr(^  of  the  oB 
of  valerian  seemed  to  pervade  the  system  with  a  thrillbg  sensation  ai* 
most  like  electricity,  increasing  threefold  the  nervous  irritation.  Alicr 
the  disease  had  progressed  several  days,  the  local  affeotion  was  treated 
with  a  wash  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  48  grains  to  3ij.  of  water,  so  as  to 
vesicate  almost  the  whole  left  side  of  the  chest,  with  a  most  happy  ef- 
fect on  the  local  and  constitutional  symptoms. 

I  expected  this  state  of  irritation  to  be  followed  by  a  general  nervous 
iarfoVf  and  apprehended  danger  from  feilure  of  the  respiratioa.  I  di- 
.•reeted  the  attention  of  the  nurse  to  this  subject ;  and  told  her  what 
jiymptoms  would  require  notice,  and  what  remedies  would  be  needed, 
should  my  consciousness  and  respiration  begin  to  fail.  On  the  eigfadi 
day  the  nurse  observed  me  suddenly  fallen  into  a  stale  of  drowsineas, 
with  shortness  and  extreme  infrequency  of  respiration.  On  bemg 
aioused  I  found  a  sense  of  torpor  pervading  the  system ;  the  whole 
lower  extremities  were  entirely  devoid  of  feeling ;  and  though  the  sas 
was  shining  bright  against  my  windows,  a  sense  of  darkness  rendered 
suROunding  objects  scarcely  visible.  My  attentive  and  judicious  ouna 
prompted  me  to  vigorous  respiratory  eflforts ;  but  such  was  the  mentdl 
and  physical  torpor  that  respiration  could  hardly  be  continued.  Hie 
;8idn  «t  this  time,  as  I  was  subsequently  informed,  assumed  a  deep  livid 
ihne ;  and,  notirithstandtng  the  assiduous  exertions  of  attendants,  my  rea- 
j^tion  occasionally  sunk  to  t€n  and  even  eight  in  a  minute,  while  tiie 
puhe  w»s  beating  trregularij  about  180.    Ether,  ammonia  and  ^^mp'wp 
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were  freely  admbisteredy  and  applied  to  the  nostrils ;  and  frictions  with 
volatile  liniment  and  oil  of  cinnamon  were  perseveringly  employed.  I 
soon  revived  in  some  degree ;  but  for  several  hours  the  sense  o(  darkness 
induced  me  to  suj^pose  it  real  nigln ;  and  re^iration  was  sustained  only  by 
constant  and  laborious  efibrts.  The  involuntary  respiratory  nerves  seemed 
almost  powerless ;  and  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours  I  could  not  be 
suffered  to  sleep  longer  than  two  or  three  minutes,  without  nearly  a  total 
cessation  of  breathing.  The  sensations  at  this  time  were  very  difierent 
from  those  of  the  preceding  days,  when  the  difficulty  of  respiration 
seemed  chiefly  depending  on  the  organic  nerves.  Then  the  breathing  was 
anxious — the  conscious  feeling  of  imperfect  respiration,  with  the  exer- 
cise of  reason,  called  for  vigorous  and  hurried  respiratory  action.  Now 
consciousness,  sensation,  reason  and  muscular  energy  were  at  the  lowest 
ebb ;  the  litUe  life  which  remained  was  a  burden ;  and  the  exertions  of 
friends  to  arouse  me  seemed  an  annoyance.  A  person  who  has  never 
experienced  the  feelings  attending  such  a  state  can  have  no  adequate 
idea  of  them.  As  consciousness  and  reason  revived,  I  felt  like  one  . 
who  is  laboring  to  escape  from  drowning ;  who  has  been  swimming  for 
the  shore,  until  his  strength  is  almost  exhausted ;  occasionally  bis  head 
is  suffered  to  sink  in  despair,  and  again  the  agonizbg  sense  of  suffiMa* 
tion  calls  for  another  desperate  struggle ;  while  every  wave  threatens  to 
overwhelm  the  last  effort  of  exhausted  nature. 

After  this  critical  period,  wine,  brandy,  quinine,  and  a  moderate 
use  of  opium,  operated  favorably.  Two  abscesses  formed  on  the 
posterior  part  of  the  side,  each  <^  which  Ascfaarged  five  or  ^x 
ounces  of  healthy  pus.*  1  was  confined  to  the  room  in  all  five  weeks. 
Much  of  the  time  there  was  considerable  tendency  to  tympanitic  disten- 
sion of  the  abdomen,  which  was  promptly  relieved  by  more  foil  and  be^ 
quent  doses  of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  The  disordered  fimction  of  the 
nerves  concerned  in  respiration,  winch  was  so  remarkaUe  tfaiongh  the 
whole  disease,  continued  in  some  degree  even  after  I  was  able  to  resume 
the  active  duties  of  my  piofession.  Fre^ntly  I  was  aroused  torn 
sleep  by  a  sodden  deep  spesmodb  sighing  mspiration,  which  sonecimev 
dim  aiiected  me  when  awake.f 

Anemcal  tolvUimi4 — It  has  been  a  matter  of  dispute  whether  this  ar- 
ticle is  a  stimulant  to  the  civeulating  system.  I  «m  undecided  ivbether 
it  is  directly  so,  or  only  secondarily  threaf^  the  infloenue  of  the  art^ 
ridising  fimctioo.  The  latter  operation  is  certainly  die  moat  prominent ; 
and  it  is  dierefore  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  congestive  form  of  typhous 
and  typhokl  fevers.  Drs.  Miner  and  Ttdly  recommend  this  article  as  a 
valuable  remedy  in  the  low  stages*  of  typhous  and  other  feversi  wheia 

■I        ■     ■*  ■   ■■■  ■■'  ■■   ■  -     «       ■  11      I  ■■!  I  .1.       I    J        II         M^.      ■    ■         1    11   M    ■■■ 

•  Dr.  HitgiiiboCtom  ipeaki  h\^tAf  of  cbe  efternal  v«  of  Bkrat*  of  ■ttrmr  la  praiMtl»ff  kealthf 
rapponittoB.  I  iMivo  obMnrod  many  pvooft  of  Um  eorrcctacM  of  bit  Tiewt ;  and  I  am  flilly  mii1iIIo4 
that  the  Intonal  aae  of  fhe  remodir  bat  a  nolott  taloCanr  effect  In  promoting  fhit  object. 

t  A  renarkablo  tynptoiB,  ationdlnf  i|m  m^j  ttaps  or  my  dftoaae,  wat  a  aoibid  eicHatkNi  of  tbo 
Ibcnlty  of  memory.  Artlclet  that  I  bad  read  cormmly,  yeart  before,  were  fretb  In  memory,  to  tbat  I 
eoirtd  rteolloct  not  only  lenoinl  Idea*,  bnt  almoe:  tbe  preclae  brngnage,  pafte,  dec.,  polaU  oa  irbidi 
my  memory  ordinarily  It  Tery  deficient.  After  tbe  critical  tun  of  collapte,  tbere  wat  a  prober- 
tfcmaxe  fUlnre  of  fble  Ibeolty,  tneeUbcm  of  whicb  remained  tome  tfme  aflor  my  general  boaltb  wat  rt* 
iiofed.  TlM  fimi  time  I  rode  out.  It  wao  witb  dimcalty  and  uncertainty  tbat  I  covid  leammber 
■treeu  and  bontov  wftb  whIcb  I  bad  been  meet  fkmlllar ;  aad  oa  aatenl  occMlmit  I  evea  foinid  my* 
■elf  laboring lo  caliu  reeollactbrn  aqr  own  name. 
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the  general  debility  is  attended  either  with  irritability  or  torpor. — JEuays 
on  Pevert. 

Cantharisy  as  an  internal  remedy,  is  of  much  value  in  the  low  torpid 
stages  of  typhous  and  typhoid  fevers,  particularly  those  of  a  congestive 
ibrm,  in  which  the  respiratory  function  is  deficient.  It  operates  upon 
the  nervous  system  generally,  relieving  subsultus  tendinum,  coma,  and 
other  symptoms  of  nervous  exhaustion ;  and  its  effect  on  the  nerves 
concerned  in  respiration,  I  think,  constitutes  no  inconsiderable  part  of  its 
favorable  operation. 

Capsicum  is  particularly  adapted  to  scarlet  fever  and  erysipelatous 
diseases  generally ;  but  is  useful  in  the  low  stages  of  most  diseases  at- 
tended with  nervous  torpor. 

Chlorine. — The  change  which  this  remedy  effects  in  the  blood  has 
been  noticed  by  several  writers,  and  different  views  have  been  enter- 
tained in  reeard  to  its  modus  operandi.  It  is  useful  in  typhus  ;  but  more 
especially,  1  think,  in  scarlet  fever  and  erysipelatous  diseases.  The 
chlorides  of  soda  and  lime  are  convenient  forms  foe  its  administration. 

Creosote  appears  to  have  an  operation  on  the  respiratory  fuoctioD, 
similar  to  that  of  chlorine  ;  but,  from  limited  experience  with  this  reme- 
dy, I  cannot  speak  confidently  of  its  powers. 

4th.   Veniiiaium. 

Free  ventilation  is  very  important  in  cases  of  difiicuU  or  imperfect 
respiration.  Its  advantages  are  very  obvious  in  dyspncea  and  asthma, 
ana  in  many  cases  of  phthisis,  pneumonitis,  and  other  diseases. 

A  most  injurious  custom  commonly  prevails  in  many  places — that  of 
crowding  the  room  of  the  sick  and  dying  with  friends  and  acquaintances 
of  the  patient.  I  would  not,  for  slight  reasons,  object  to  a  custom  which 
to  many  minds  appears  sanctified  by  common  association  with  the  soleoini- 
tiesof  death ;  but  a  custom  so  injurious — ^so  murderous — as  this,  ought  not 
to  be  tolerated.  To  persons  in  health  the  impure  air  of  a  crowded 
room  often  is  unpleasant ;  and  in  the  diseases  just  mentioned  it  com- 
monly occasions  distressing  sensations  to  patients.  But  its  most  ipjurioiis 
eflbcts  are  to  patients  who  fmm  unconsciousness  or  extreme  exhaustion 
cannot  express  the  injury  thus  occasioned  them-^the  dying,  and  those 
in  imminent  danger  of  death.  Many,  very  many  lives,  I  have  no  doubt, 
are  sacrificed  to  this  pernicious  custom ;  and,  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cases,  it  renders  the  last  moments  of  life  more  distressing,  and  hastens 
death.  When  the  system  is  struggling  in  agony  to  sustain  the  respm- 
tion,  and  nature  is  almost  exhausted,  the  deteriorated  air  occasioned  by 
surrounding,  anxious,  sympathizing  friends,  may  turn  the  scales  in  which 
life  and  death  are  so  equally  balanced. 

In  severe  paroxysms  of  dyspnoea  and  asthma  patients  commonly  fed 
the  necessity  of  free  ventilation  ;  and  in  phthisis  I  have  had  many  pa- 
tients insist  on  having  the  windows  and  doors  of  their  rooms  kept  open, 
even  in  the  coldest  weather  of  winter.  Such  cases  show  the  importance 
of  attending  to  this  subject,  in  the  low  critical  stages  of  other  diseases  ; 
and  as  a  general  rule,  in  such  cases,  I  would  advise  that  a  room  should 
be  freely  opened,  while,  if  the  weather  is  cold,  the  body  is  protected 
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with  warm  but  light  clothing  ;  and  no  persons  should  be  in  the  room, 
excepting  such  as  are  required  to  attend  the  patient. 

5th.  Remedies  whic/k  obviate  mechanical  impediments  to  the  res- 
piration. 

This  indication  is  sometimes  very  important  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases attended  with  deficient  respiration.  The  various  mechanical  im- 
pediments to  the  respiratory  motions,  adverted  to  in  a  former  part  of  this 
essay  (page  241),  should  receive  careful  attention  and  be  obviated  if 
practicable.  If,  for  instance,  the  respiratory  motions  are  obstructed  by 
water  collected  within  the  pleura  or  peritoneum,  calomel,  elaterium,. 
digitalis,  and  other  remedies  of  this  class  will  be  appropriate. 

One  of  the  most  common  mechanical  impediments  to  the  respiration, 
in  the  low  stages  of  typhous  and  typhoid  diseases,  is  tympanitic  disten- 
sion of  the  intestinal  canal.  For  this  affection  various  remedies  are 
used,  as  ether,  camphor,  capsicum,  the  pungent  aromatics,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  a  flexible  tube  per  anum  ;  but  there  is  no  remedy  which  I 
have  found  so  commonly  efficacious  as  the  nitrate  of  silver,  exhibited  in 
doses  of  gr.  1-8  or  gr.  1-4,  every  hour  or  once  in  two  hours. 

In  dyspepsia,  hypochondria,  phthisis,  delirium  tremens,  and  other 
diseases  attended  with  deficient  respiration,  injury  is  often  occasioned  by 
tight  dress,  which  confines  the  motions  of  the  chest. 

In  dyspnoea,  asthma,  phthisis,  and  other  diseases,  patients  frequently 
complain  of  inconvenience  from  the  weight  of  bed  clothes.  In  the  low 
stages  of  pneumonitis,  typhus,  and  in  general  when  there  is  extreme  ex- 
haustion, with  laborious,  imperfect  respiration — as  in  the  dying — the  bed 
clothing  should  be  of  the  lightest  fabric  ;  and  in  many  cases  it  is  desirable 
that  the  clothing  should  be  supported  by  the  hand  of  an  attendant,  so  as 
to  prevent  its  pressure  on  the  body  of  the  patient.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, a  slight  impediment,  which  in  health  would  occasion  no  incon- 
venience, may  prove  a  fatally  oppressive  load  to  the  system  exhausted 
by  disease. 

6th.  Remedies  which  excite  secretions  vicarious  of  respiration* 

The  bronchial  membrane,  the  liver,  skin,  kidneys,  salivary  glands, 
and  the  uterus  and  mammary  glands  in  females — all  the  secernent  or- 
gans—are to  some  extent  vicarious  in  their  functions. 

The  menstrual  secretion  has  an  important  relation  to  the  respiratory 
function.  In  cases  of  oppressed  and  deficient  respiration,  it  is  not  un- 
common that  this  secretion  occasions  immediate  and  decided  relief. 

In  some  cases  of  general  exhaustion,  as  in  advanced  stages  of  phthisis, 
it  is  generally  considered  as  desirable  that  this  secretion  should  be  sus- 
pended. The  utility  of  this  suspension  appears,  however,  to  depend 
upon  other  circumstances  than  simple  exhaustion.  If  with  much  ex- 
haustion there  is  a  frequent,  quick,  and  irritative  pulse,  a  florid  skin, 
natural  wakefulness,  and  other  indications  of  perfect  arterialization  of 
the  blood,  a  continuance  of  the  menstrual  secretion  is  injurious.  On 
the  contrary,  if  the  pulse,  whether  frequent  or  infrequent,  is  oppressed ; 
if  the  lips,  tlie  finger  nails,  and  the  surface  generally,  have  a  livid  tinge  ; 
if  there  is  a  disposition  to  drowsiness  with  occasional  vertigo  and  tinnitus 
aurium  ;  if  the  exhaustion  is  complicated  with  torpor — a  torpor  occa- 
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sioned  by  imperfect  respiration — if  such  are  tbe  permanent  prevailiDg 
symptoms,  the  menstrual  secretion  commonly  has  a  favorable  effect,  and 
rarely  fails  to  afford  at  least  temporary  relief. 

I  apprehend  that  the  injurious  effects  of  morbidly  excessive  menstrua- 
tion have  rendered  many  practitioners  over-cautious  in  regard  to  the  de- 
bility which  this  natural  drain  of  the  system  is  supposed  to  occasion. 

A  similar  remark  appears  applicable  in  reference  to  the  function  of 
Jactation.  Excessive  lactation  is  exhausting ;  and  should  be  cautiously 
avoided  in  the  low  stages  of  fever,  in  phthisis,  and  other  diseases  at- 
tended with  much  debility.  Yet  a  sudden  suppression  of  the  milk  is 
almost  sure  to  occasion  unpleasant  nervous  symptoms,  with  oppressed 
respiration ;  and  in  typhous  and  typhoid  fevers,  and  in  some  cases  of 
phthisis*— notwithstanding  a  considerable  degree  of  exhaustion — if  tbe 
prominent  symptoms  are  connected  with  oppression  of  the  respiratory 
and  cerebral  functions,  the  secretion  commonly  should  be  encouraged. 

The  skin  is  well  known  to  perform  an  office  in  some  degree  vicarioos 
of  respiration.  If  the  cutaneous  secretion  is  checked,  the  respiratioB 
becomes  hurried  and  laborious ;  and  in  cases  of  oppressed  respiratioD  a 
free  perspiration  often  produces  decided  relief.  These  circumstances 
clearly  indicate  the  importance  of  attending  to  the  skin,  in  disorders  cf 
the  respiratory  function.  Caution  is  required,  however,  in  case  of  dis- 
parity between  the  respiratory  and  circulating  functions,  that  the  remedies 
exhibited  to  act  on  the  skin,  do  not  excite  arterial  action,  and  tbos  in* 
crease  this  disparity.  Through  neglect  of  this  caution,  much  injury  is 
done  by  tbe  hoc  drinks,  the  external  heat,  and  the  general  stimulatiog 
regimen,  commonly  employed  in  domestic  and  empirical  practice,  to 
<<  sweat ''  or  '^  steam  "  a  patient,  in  the  commencement  of  any  fe* 
brile  disease. 

The  liver  also  performs  an  important  similar  vicarious  office.  Tbe 
green  discharges,  produced  by  increased  action  of  the  liver,  which  attend 
a  favorable  crisis  in  cholera,  are  an  example  of  the  agency  of  this  ofgas 
Jn  depurating  the  blood.  So  in  congestive  fevers  free  bilious  evacuations 
are  almost  invariably  accompanied  with  a  relief  of  tbe  sabsukus,  stepor, 
«oma,  livid  akin,  and  other  symptoms  of  imperfect  respiration. 

Of  the  remedies  which  act  upon  this  organ,  arid  thus  obviate  dw 
effects  of  imperfect  arterialization  of  the  blood,  cahmd  is  the  most  im- 
portant. This  remedy,  a  notice  of  which  has  been  deferred  fer  tlM 
place,  on  account  of  its  operation  on  the  liver,  is  one  of  the  roost  im* 
portant  of  the  class  of  remedies,  before  adverted  to,  which  operaie  le 
tdodte  and  invigorate  the  arterializit^  nerves.  It  appears,  indeed,  to 
have  an  exciting  operation  on  all  the  organs  supplied  by  tbe  great  tjws^ 
^thetic  nerve ;  and  hence  it  produces  a  general  effect  on  the  seeretaoM 
of  the  system.  Its  operations  on  the  liver,  the  mucous  membranes,  tlM 
skin,  and  the  salivary  glands,  are  well  known ;  and  most  practitioneis 
roust  have  noticed  the  relief  afibrded  by  calomel  in  cases  of  efirebff»l 
and  general  nervous  oppressioo^—^ubsultus,  stupor,  coma,  muttering  de* 
liriuro,  be — symptoms  wbtch,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  sbow,  are  con>* 
inonly  connected  with  imperfect  respiratbn. 
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CHLORIDE  OF  SODA— A  REMEDY  FOR  POISONING.     . 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— ^It  may  not  be  amiss,  particularly  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  medical  readers  to  the  use  of  the  chloride  of  soda  in 
cases  of  poisoning  with  rhus  radicans  or.  poison  iry.  In  No.  22,  Feb- 
ruary, 1833,  of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  a  case 
is  related  in  which  the  left  arm  and  both  legs  were  very  tensely  swollen, 
and  their  surface  strongly  resembled  the  denuded  surface  of  a  blister, 
scald,  or  burn,  in  a  suppurating  state,  and  in  which  the  soda  was  directed 
as  follows.  R.  Soda  chlorid.,  3iss. ;  aquae,  Sviij.  M.  ft.  solut.  The 
inflamed  parts  were  first  washed  in  Castile  soap  and  water,  and  then 
cloths  dipped  in  the  solution  were  kept  constantly  applied  ;  and  the  pa- 
tient was  to  take  a  cathartic  of  sulph.  magnesia.  On  the  second  day 
the  eruption  was  dried  up  and  the  patient  nearly  well. 

Tlie  following  case  will  serve  to  substantiate  the  claims  of  the  soda 
to  further  trial.  May  2d.  J.  F.,  adult,  while  at  work  exposed  to  poison 
ivy,  cut  his  leg  midway  the  tibia,  to  which  be  applied  adhesive  plaster, 
and  continued  at  work  through  the  day. 

12th.  Wound  not  disposed  to  heal ;  eruption  under  the  plaster  at  6rst, 
but  now  extends  neariy  the  whole  length  of  the  tibia.  Applied  ung. 
digest,  to  the  wound,  and  a  weak  aqueous  solution  of  acet.  plumbi  to  the 
eruption,  and  gave  sulph.  magnesia  as  cathartic. 

16th.  Eruption  extended  to  the  scrotum,  attended  with  a  thin  color- 
less discharge  and  great  irritation.  Applied  aqueous  solution  of  opium 
and  ung.  acet.  plumbi ;  has  taken  sulph.  magnes.  every  day. 

17.  The  eruption  completely  eovers  the  face,  trunk,  and  extremities, 
attended  with  a  discharge  from  the  cbin,  scrotum,  and  thighs,  where  it 
lies  in  contact,  and  from  the  leg  where  it  first  commenced  ;  penia 
swelled  irregularly,  in  its  general  appearance  resembling  anasarca  ;  great 
restlessness,  pulse  120,  tongue  slightly  furred.  Discontinued  former 
medicines,  excepting  the  salts.  Sponged  the  whole  body  with  chloride 
of  soda,  one  part  to  eight  parts  of  tepid  water,  by  which  immediate  re- 
lief was  obtained  from  the  severe  itching  and  burning ;  applied  a  cloth 
wet  in  the  same  to  the  penis  and  scrotum,  and  another  to  the  leg. 

18th.  More  comfortable,  discharge  less.  Continue  sponging  six  or 
eight  times  a  day. 

19th.  No  discharge,  swelling  gone,  and  the  general  eruption  iaint. 
Continue  sponging  occasionally,     ratient  about  house. 

20th.    Disappeared,  excepting  on  the  fore  arms.  Continue  treatment. 

If  the  chloride  of  soda  is  applied  full  strength,  it  will  produce  a  dia- 
charge ;  consequently  the  strength  of  the  solution  should  be  regulated 
according  to  the  irritability  of  the  surface.  It  will  be  perceived  that  it 
was  used  much  stronger  in  this  case  than  in  that  taken  from  the  Ameri- 
can Journal,  but  the  aurCice  was  different,  the  dischai^e  being  in  this 
case  an  ooxtng  from  the  beads  of  the  pimples. 

I  hope  further  experiments  will  be  communicated  from  an  abler  source* 
The  above  is  of  course  at  your  disposal.  Respeccfolly  yours, 

South  Berwick,  Me.,  itfoy  24M,  1838.  Es&i  Batutt,  Jju 
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BOSTON,    JUNE   13,    J838. 

ROCKET  TRUSS. 

Believing  it  the  best  mode  of  ascertaiDiDg  the  exact  value  of  this  instru- 
ment, the  invention  of  Mr.  T.  Corbett,  of  the  Canterbury,  N.  H.  Sha- 
ker community,  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  professional  friend  who  is 
a  host  in  these  matters.  With  his  accustomed  candor,  he  returned  the 
truss  with  the  following  accompaniment.  ^^  It  strikes  me  that  if  it  coo- 
tains  any  advantages  over  those  in  common  use,  a  serious  objection  to 
its  construction  is  Us  vibrating  neck.'*'*  Further,  he  seems  to  believe 
that  it  lacks  retentive  power — without  which  no  truss  can  be  essentially 
serviceable.  Not  satisfied  with  this  decision,  other  gentlemen,  conversant 
with  hernial  apparatus,  were  invited  to  examine  the  Shaker  truss.  While 
some  discover  in  its  mechanical  simplicity  many  excellences,  others 
view  the  rocking  pad  with  perfect  alarm.  With  these  conflicting  testi- 
monies, it  is  scarcely  possible  to  obtain  a  just  decision  at  present.  One 
thing  is  certain  ;  Dr.  Mussey,  of  Hanover,  and  Dr.  Twitchell,  an  emi- 
nently distinguished  operator  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  speak  unhesitatingly  of 
its  merits.  For  ourselves,  we  should  be  quite  contented  with  any  opinion 
those  gentlemen  might  advance,  pro  or  con,  in  surgery.  Thus  far  no  op- 
portunity has  been  offered  in  Boston,  to  give  Mr.  Corbett's  invention  a 
reasonable  trial,  and   hence  our  surgeons  are  unwilling  to  sound  his 

g raises  at  the  onset.     He  may  rely  upon  our  impartial  decision  in  time. 
t  would  be  well  to  supply  the  druggists — and,  above  all,  get  Dr.  Leach 
to  make  a  fair  trial  with  it  on  some  of  those  formidable  ruptures  in  which 
he  is  so  frequently  consulted.     Whenever  any  facts  of  interest  are  de- 
veloped, touching  its  efficacy,  Mr.  Corbet! 
shall  certainly  reap  all  the  advantage  aris- 
ing from  their  promulgation.    At  all  eventa, 
the  ingenuity  manifested  in  the   working 
pad,  shows  that  the  profound  attention  of   , 
the  contriver  was  directed  to  the  considera- 
^  tion  of  relieving  the  unfortunate  from  the 
pains  and  perils  incident  to  hernia.     A  front  and  back  view  of  the  instru- 
ment are  here  given. 


What  w  Thirst  1 — Such  is  the  title  of  a  small  tract  sent  to  this  Journal, 
purporting  to  belong  to  a  series  on  health,  of  which  this  is  the  third 
number.  The  author  has  evidently  achieved  a  distinction  of  which  he  ia 
decidedly  proud — "  So  that  now  he  has  very  rarely  a  desire  to  take  any 
kind  of  drink — even  pure  water."  Verily,  we  are  approaching  a  die- 
tetic millennium,  it  being  finally  didcovered  that  water  was  only  designed 
for  floating  ships,  steamboats,  saw- mill  logs,  and  fishes.  We  look  back 
with  astonishment  upon  the  stupid  ignorance  of  our  forefathers,  who  were 
nurtured  in  the  pernicious  error  that  water  was  made  for  quenching 
thirst.  The  revivification  of  a  parched  corn  diet,  chesnut  puddings,  ana 
macadamised  bed,  the  burden  of  these  rag-fair  productions,  thus  far, 
%  only  excited  a  pleasant  merriment ;  but  if  the  monomaniac  writer 
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were  only  invested  with  supreme  authority  for  half  an  hour,  the  first 
exercise  of  his  power  would  be  to  cut  off  every  man's  head  who  pre- 
sumed to  eat,  drink  or  sleep  according  to  his  own  personal  views  of 
comfort. 

We  advocate  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  glory  in  the  moral  revolu- 
tion which  is  going  on  throughout  the  civilized  world  ;  but  we  are  dis- 
gusted with  that  hypocrisy  which,  under  the  semblance  of  unbounded 
philanthropy,  shows  itself  in  one  everlasting  lamentation  because  all 
Christendom  does  not  instantly  return  to  savage  life. 


Hints  far  the  Youngs  6fc, — Weeks,  Jordan  &  Co.  have  republished 
from  this  Journal  a  small  treatise  of  sixty  pages,  entitled  *'  Hints  to  the 
Young,  on  a  subject  relating  to  the  Health  of  the  Bodt  and  Mind, 
with  additions,  by  the  author."  At  the  time  the  chapters  appeared  in 
our  pages,  they  were  extensively  circulated  and  read  with  deep  interest 
by  the  profession.  The  object  in  collecting  the  whole  into  a  compact 
pamphlet  form,  is  that  the  melancholy  facts  there  disclosed  may  reach 
those  who  would  otherwise  remain  utterly  ignorant  of  the  various  modes 
in  which  the  mind  is  impoverished  by  solitary  vices,  and  the  body  broken 
down  in  early  life  under  the  uncontrolled  dominion  of  the  passions.  One 
single  circumstance  will  recommend  it  to  the  intelligent  reading,  think- 
ing community,  had  it  no  other  merit — viz.  Dr.  Woodward,  of  the  In- 
sane Hospital  at  Worcester,  is  the  author. 


A  Singular  Jdtccident. — On  the  29th  of  May,  a  child,  three  years  old, 
residing  in  this  city,  swallowed  an  open,  tortoise-shell-handled  penknife, 
with  a  steel  blade — in  the  whole,  measuring  two  inches  and  five  eighths 
in  length, — which  passed  safely  through  the  intestinal  tube  in  fidy-one 
hours.  The  child  was  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  family,  in  the  least 
degree  disturbed  by  the  presence  of  the  instrument,  nor  is  there  any  rea- 
son for  supposing  that  the  stomach  or  bowels  have  been  injured  in  any 
manner  whatever  by  the  rapid  progress  of  an  open  blade  through  a  tract 
of  eight  times  the  length  of  the  child's  body. 


Copland*8  Diclionary, — A  second  volume  of  this  highly  prized  work 
was  delivered  to  the  fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  at 
their  last  anniversary.  Nothing  having  been  said  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
presumed  that  the  third  will  be  delivered  next  year.  It  should  be  re- 
peated, again,  that  the  publishing  committee  were  never  blameable  for  the 
tardy  manner  in  which  the  parts  of  the  dictionary  have  appeared. 


Vc^cant  Professorahipa, — It  is  pretty  certain  that  several  new  appoint- 
ments must  necessarily  take  place  in  two  of  the  New  England  schools  of 
medicine,  between  this  and  autumn.  The  question  arises — who  are  best 
qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  ? 


Hook-Sinnging  in  /ndta.-^Notwithstanding  the  violence  done  the  dor- 
sal muscles  by  thrusting  a  large  hook  into  the  flesh,  each  side  of  the 
spine,  by  which  the  body  is  suspended  a  considerable  time  to  appease  the 
goddess  over  smallpox  and  cholera,  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  devo* 
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tees  ar6  permdnentljr  injured  bj  tlie  operation.  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  im»- 
stonary  service,  not  long  since,  was  present  at  one  of  these  terrible  «•* 
bibitions  at  Madras — from  whence  be  wrote  the  following  particulars^ 
"  The  hooks,  which  were  six  inches  long,  were  inserted  in  the  backs  sf 
the  victims,  for  so  I  must  call  them,  before  leaving  the  temple,  after  the 
back  had  been  smartly  beaten  for  some  time  by  a  strong  man.  One  hook 
was  inserted  on  each  side  of  the  back  bone,  a  little  below  the  shoulders, 
and  took  up  an  inch  and  a  half  of  flesh.  After  the  hooks  were  inserted, 
they  made  a  circuit  around  the  pole,  to  be  seen  by  the  people*  Several 
appeared  to  be  under  the  influence  of  some  intoxicating  drug.  As  I 
stood  near  the  pole,  I  could  observe  every  change  of  countenance. 
Borne  wereevidently  alarmed  and  saflered  a  good  deal :  others  were  per- 
fectly reckless  ;  one  or  two  held  with  their  hands  by  a  rope  which  hung 
before  them,  nearly  all  the  time  they  were  swinging  ;  while  one  or  two 
others  threw  themselves  loose,  tossing  about  their  legs  and  arms  as  if 
desirous  to  show  how  little  they  sufiered.  While  suspended  in  the  air, 
they  scattered  fruits  and  flowers  over  the  heads  of  the  people,  who 
seised  them  as  moat  precious  relies.  One  man,  in  addition,  beat  upon  a 
tont'tom,  and  another  flred  off*  a  musket  several  times  as  he  made  his 
circuit  through  the  air.  They  were  elevated  thirty  or  forty  feet  from 
the  ground.  No  blood  flowed,  except  in  one  instance,  and  that  was  con- 
sidered by  the  people  as  a  real  miracle." 


Pneumonia  in  Children, — Whep  pneumonia  attacks  children  after  the 
age  of  six  years,  the  prognosis  is  usually  very  favorable  ;  the  disease 
(if  without  complication)  is  rarely  fatal.  Careful  observations  made  al 
the  Enfans  Malades,  Paris,  show  that  the  mortality  rarely  exceeds 
in  forty. — London  Lancet 


Rupture  of  the  Inferior  Vena  Cava. — A  man,  30  years  of  age,  had  suf- 
fered under  repeated  attacks  of  haemoptysis  during  his  youth  ;  for  the 
last  eighteen  years  he  also  had  been  aflected  with  haemorrhoids,  and  a 
varicose  state  of  the  veins  of  the  foot,  which  gradually  reached  thoee  of 
the  thigh  and  inguinal  region.  About  three  or  four  weeks  belbre  his 
death,  the  patient  labored  under  a  low  fever,  with  intermittmg  type,  from 
which  he  had  nearly  recovered,  when,  on  the  fourth  day  before  his  de- 
cease, he  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  sense  of  anxiety  and  oppreaaioii 
about  the  breast,  accompanied  by  vomiting  and  purging ;  these  sjm^ 
toms  gradually  declined,  and  the  patient  seemed  to  be  in  a  fetr  way  for 
recovery,  when  he  was  again  suddenly  attacked  by  violent  paw  in  the 
right  lumbar  region,  with  oppression  and  urgent  necessity  for  free  air, 
&c.     Convulsions  soon  set  in,  and  the  man  died  in  four  hours. 

Some  traces  of  chronic  inflammation  were  found  in  the  hings ;  the 
ri^t  aaricle  of  the  heart  was  considerabfy  enlarged,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  its  parietes  were  much  thianer  than  is  seen  in  the  natural  state  ; 
the  right  ventricle  was  also  thinner  than  it  should  have  been.  The  peri- 
cardium contained  about  two  spoonfuls  of  clear  serum.  The  liver  was 
very  dark  colored,  so(l,  and  full  of  blood  ;  the  vena  portaruni  was  en- 
larged, and  spleen  was  at  least  twice  its  natural  size.  The  whole  of  the 
abdominal  venous  system  was  also  remarkably  enlarged ;  the  right  lumhskr 
and  inguinal  regions  contained  a  large  quantity  of  coagulated  blood. 
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on  •  careful  ezamioaCion  being  made,  the  point  of  hemorrhage  was 
traced  to  the  inferior  cava,  near  the  junction  of  the  iliac  vein. 

This  part  of  the  vessel  was  remarkably  enlarged,  and  perforated  with 
several-openings  about  the  size  of  pins'  heads.  The  parietes  of  the 
vessel  did  not  appear  to  be  thinned,  although  the  enlargement  compre- 
hended the  entire  calibre. — Berlin  Med.  Zeit, 


Re$uU»  of  Paiioning  by  Sulphwrie  Jicid, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  London,  Dr.  John  Wilson  describes 
the  condition  of  the  oesophagus  in  a  patient  who  died  45  weeks  after 
having  swallowed  a  considerable  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid.  The  his- 
tory of  this  case  had  been  previously  detailed  in  a  paper  read  at  the 
College  of  Physicians  in  July,  1834,  the  patient  being  then  alive, 
at  which  time  a  cylindrical  tube,  eight  or  nine  inches  in  length,  which 
had  been  ejected  by  a  violent  fit  of  coughing,  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. At  that  time  the  patient  had  survived  the  injury  six  months,  and 
was  soon  afterwards  discharged  from  the  hospital,  in  a  great  measure  re- 
covered. She  was  admitted,  however,  in  the  following  September,  much 
reduced,  and,  after  very  great  suffering,  died  on  the  17th  November. 
On  examination,  post  mortem,  the  lower  two-thirds  of  the  oesophagus 
were  thickened  and  narrowed,  and  very  vascular,  and  softened  internally; 
the  upper  third  of  the  tube  shone  like  an  old  cicatrix.  In  the  stomach 
opposite  to  the  spleen  was  an  opening  of  the  size  of  a  half  crown,  with 
softened  edges  ;  and  the  abdomen  contained  a  quantity  of  dark-colored 
fluid,  but  no  signs  of  inflammation.  Preparations  of  the  ejected  tubular 
membrane  of  the  oesophagus  were  exhibited  to  the  Society.  A  colored 
model  was  also  exhibited,  to  the  meeting,  of  the  stomach  of  another  pa- 
tient, who  had  died  22  hours  after  swallowing  two  or  three  ounces  of  sul- 
phuric acid,  which  had  remained  in  the  stomach  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
The  lining  of  the  mouth,  pharynx,  and  oesophagus  in  the  latter  case  was 
of  a  silvery-grey  speckled  appearance,  like  a  snake's  skin,  and  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  stomach  was  coated  with  a  black  pitch-like  substance, 
which  did  not  easily  wash  off,  but  which,  when  scraped  off,  left  the  mem- 
brane entire. — London  Lancet, 


J^Toiice  of  the  Btfureira  of  Cape  de  Verdy  by  Dr.  B.  A.  Gomet.— This 
plant  is  indigenous  at  Cape  Verd,  and  is  employed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Cape  Verd  Islands,  and  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  increase  the  secretion 
of  milk.  The  writer  has  been  assured  by  persons  whom  he  thinks 
worthy  of  credit,  that,  not  only  is  it  efficacious  for  this  purpose  in  women 
who  have  been  recently  confined,  but  that  it  produces  the  secretion  in 
virgins  and  persons  of  advanced  life  ;  so  that  infants  have  been  nursed 
for  a  long  time  by  females  who,  from  their  age  and  other  circumstances, 
could  not  have  furnished  the  secretion  under  the  influence  of  any  natural 
stimulant.  Its  mode  of  employment  is  by  means  of  poultices,  made  of 
the  green  leaves,  applied  to  the  mamms  ;  or  a  strong  decoction,  with 
which  the  same  parts  and  external  organs  of  generation  are  washed. 
Sometimes  such  a  decoction  is  taken  internally,  conjointly  with  its  ex- 
ternal application.  The  plant  belongs  to  the  family  Euphorbiacece  and 
the  j^enus  RicmuB,  The  writer  is  doubtful  whether  it  is  a  variety  of  the 
SictnuM  commtifiw,  or  a  distinct  species.  It  has  been  raised  in  the  garden 
of  the  Marine  Hospital  at  Lisbon,  from  seeds  sent  from  Cape  Verd.^ 
Brititk  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
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To  OoaRBSPONBBEfTs. — ^The  papers  of  Dr.  Trowbridge  on  gnn-shot  voondi^ 
►r.  Sugg  on  a  case  of  vaginal  tumc 
des,  wul  be  inserted  in  their  turn. 


Dr.  Sugg  on  a  case  of  vaginal  tumor,  and  Dr.  Howe  on  one  of  fongiu 
FUl  be  ' 


Whu\9  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  June  9th,  {18.    Males,  IS—Females,  13. 

Consumption,  4— infantile,  S~tamor,  i— ecariei  fever,  3— fit^,  1— typlioas  ferer,  l—meiskt,  I-* 
convulsions,  I— stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1— old  a^,  1— canker,  1— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  i- 
cruup,  i— erysipelas,  J— poison,  1— diabetes,  1 — stillborn,  S. 


lhepatleBhiiB5 
lomen,  sod  w »»: 


MEDICAL.   LECTURES. 

Thb  MaJicil  Lecturef  at  Hanover,  S.  U.,  will  commouca  on  Thursday,  the  9nd  of  Aagast  next, ui 
continue  thirtun  weeks. 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Obstelries,  by       -.•---       -       R.  D.  Moubt,  M.D. 

Physiology.  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by         -  Dakikl  Ourit,  11.1). 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by       -       •       -       .       -       -       -     J.  DrnvAUxxtn^  MJ). 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by       --------      O,  P.  Uubbabd,  M.D. 

Demountrations  In  Anatomy,  by------        -        Noiiu  Wobcxitbb,  M.D> 

.  Lecture  fees,  $50.    Matriculating  fee,  $8. 

June  1,  16^.  J13— eop3t 

RARE   CHANCE   FOR  AN   APOTHECARY.  " 

To  let,  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  on  most  inducing  terms,  a  genteel  and  convenient  dwelUB|hoii^ 
iogeilier  with  a  shop  connected  with  the  same,  for  many  years  lucratively  employed  inUwiw 
drug  business.  Also  for  sale,  the  present  stock  and  fixtures  of  the  store,  on  terms  uocomBOBli ai' 
vautageous.  The  house  being  most  desirably  located  for  a  residence,  and  the  store  beinf  ceBUtiij 
situaiSd  in  a  flourishing  neighborhood,  and  commanding  an  extensive  and  productive  ruBof  rtul 
custom,  offer  to  any  reuil  druggist,  who  wishes  for  a  neat  and  eoavenient  dwslUag  aad  Mors  m^ 
necled,  inducements  seldom,  if  ever,  met  with.  For  a  physician  who  would  like  to  ttolts  » 
shop  with  his  practice,  the  stand  is  a  desirable  one  indeed.  The  shop  can  be  let  sepaiais  fnn  tw 
house  if  desired.  As  the  present  owner  is  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  tliis  pact  of  tbe  eossgr 
on  account  of  ill  health  of  his  family,  it  may  be  had  at  a  bargain  if  applied  for  Immadiaiely.  n 
terms,  apply  to  WM.  C.  STIMPSON  &  CO.,  BosM. 

J13— tf 

FALLING  OF  THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  AFPUCATION. 
OR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTfiRO-ABDOMlNAL  SUPPORTER  is  oflered  to  those  ^^Jt 
ProlapiHi  C/terijOr  Falling  of  Uie  fVomb^  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  rei^^^'°'> ^VJT "l 
dofuinal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  iMtaitliss  * 
bjalib.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  '" 
ri.tbly  affords  the  must  Immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  **  draggin 
•onsatioiM  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  al  ^_ 
ful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  (rom  the  P^^jrSSr 
The  dupoorter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  Ihe patient  without  furtlieriid.  no* 
In  the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  UUro-AidomiiuU  Supporters  have  been  applied  www 
most  happy  results.  ^ 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  ^*''^*  ^S. 
tioA  by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  [j-lj'gSi 
Inz  to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  tJir  Astley  Cooper,  of  London,  BdwardDsunw 
M.O.,Profes8or  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Proftasorsof  Midwifsfrv"* 
dtflerent  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,and  every  other  Physician  or  Sargeoa  whobuws 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  It.  ^.^ 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  InstronMBt, ■* *"' 
In  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.    The  genuine  TrussMS*"' 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  emboesed  upon  its  ^^^^^V^v^ 
AMOii  G.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  *«*,jSMt 

The  Suhtcrihers  having  been  a;)pointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  inBtmmeBii,w»— " 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWB  A,  REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  84  Merchants  Row,  Bo**'  _ 

CLASS   BOOK    OF    ANATOMY. 

Thb  third  edition  of  this  useful  guide  for  medical  students,  in  elementary  anatomy  and  Pygfy! 
by  Dr.  J.  V.  C.Smith,  ia*y  be  had,  ordered  by  mail, of  the  publisher,  R.  8.  Davis-Joy's B«i«^ 
No.  77  Washington  Street.  A18— tf. 

SARLANDIERE'8   ANATOMY.  ^^ 

SrsTBMATizBD  Anatomt,  or  HuMA.if  OBaikivoaRA.PHr,  in  synoptical  tables,  with  """•J^iSl 
for  the  use  of  University  Faculties,  and  Schools  of  Medicine  and  Sorgery.  Academies  or  ^**^*V: 
Sculpture,  and  the  Royal  Colleges.    By  the  Chbt.  J.  SAU.^jfDtsas,  DM.    Translatsd  mm  » 

French  by  W.  C.  Roberts,  M.D.  ^^ 

A  few  copies  of  the  above  for  sale  at  Tlcknor*s,  corner  off  WMhington  and  BcImmh  m«m"i* 
half  the  original  subscription  price.  _ 

THB  BOSTON  MEUiCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  eve^ 
I).  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Pranktin  Street,  to  whom  w 
muKt  be  addressed,pa«t-^a<d.  (t  is  also  published  io  Monthly  Parts,  "  '*-^  "* 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.    J.  V.  C.  8  V 

vear  in  advance*  i|:i.50  afier  three  monthe,and  $4,00  if  not  paid  Wiwm  »•>*  /» r 'Jimsiti* 

every  seventh  copv  fratiit — Orders  from  a  distance  mnst  be  aceompani^d  by  payoMBt  U  ■•vs"*^ 
aatlsf^ictory  refarenoe.—Poetafe  the  aune  as  for  a  Nawipnper. 
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INSANE    HOSPITALS  IN    THE    UNITED  STATES,  IN    OPERATION 
'  IN    MAY,  1838. 

[Communleated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I.-  The  McLean  .  Asylum  in  Charlestown^  Massachusetts.—- 
This  inslitution  has  been  in  operation  about  20  years.  It  has  been 
twice  enlargeil,  and  will  now  accommodate  nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  patients.  Its  present  number  is  about  100.  Its  first  physician 
and  superintendent  was  Rufus  VVyman,  M.D.,  who  resigned  in  1835. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  6.  Lee  ,M.D.,  who  continued  in  it  but  a 
short  time,  and  died  October,  1836.  His  successor,  Luther  V.  Bell, 
M.D.,  is  the  present  superintendent;  John  R.  Lee,  M.D.,  assistant 
physician.  The  McLean  Asylum  is  a  splendid  establishment,  lias  been 
erected  and  supported  at  great  expense,  has  had  ample  funds,  which 
have  been  expended  with  a  liberal  hand.  It  is  an  excellent  institution, 
and  deserves,  as  it  has  always  received,  the  patronage  of  the  public. 

2d.  The  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  erected  in  1831  and  32,  and  went  into  operation  January, 
1833.  It  was  originally  built  to  accommodate  120  patients ;  it  was 
soon  crowded.  In  1836  a  wing,  extending  100  feet,  designed  to  accom- 
modate more  than  6tiy  patients,  was  added.  In  a  few  months  this  was 
61led  also.  In  1837  another  wing,  of  the  same  dimensions,  was  erected, 
together  with  a  handsome  chapel  contiguous.  The  whole  building  will 
now  accommodate  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  patients,  with  separate 
apartments.     It  has  at  present  about  215  inmates. 

The  State  Lunatic  Hospital  is  a  public  establishment,  the  largest  in 
the  United  States,  and  is  a  noble  monument  of  the  munificence  and 
public  spirit  of  the  State.  The  building  is  a  model  of  simplicity  and 
adaptation.  From  its  commencement  it  has  been  under  the  care  of 
Samuel  B.  Woodward,  M.D.,  as  physician  and  superintendent,  and 
George  Chandler,  M.D.,  assistant  physician. 

3d.  The  Retreat  for  the  Insane  at  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut.— This  institution  was  erected  in  1823)  and  opened  for  the  recep- 
tion of  patients  in  April,  1 824.  It  was  originally  designed  to  accommodate 
«ir/y  patients.  It  was  enlarged  in  1831,  and  will  now  accommodate 
about  one  hundred.  Its  present  number  of  patients  is  about  90.  Un- 
der its  first  superintendent,  Eli  Todd,  M.D.,  it  obtained  great  celebrity 
in  the  country ;  it  was  well  conducted,  and  eminently  successful.  Dr. 
Todd  died  in  1833,  having  been  in  the  institution  nearly  ten  yeac9.    Silas 
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Fuller,  M.D.,  its  present  superintendent,  sustains  the  character  of  the 
institution,  and  it  is  at  this  time  one  of  the  best  in  the  country. 

4th.  The  Vermont  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  at  Brattle- 
borough. — This  institution  has  recently  commenced,  having  been 
opened  in  1837.  It  will  admit  of  about  35  inmates,  and  is  quite  fall. 
Additional  buildings  are  now  erecting,  which  will  increase  the  accommo- 
dations to  about  one  hundred.  Its  commencement  has  been  very  fa- 
vorable under  the  superintendence  of  Wm.  H.  Rockwell,  M.D. 

5th.  The  Bloomingdale  Asylum  in  New  York.— This  insti- 
tution commenced  operations  in  1821.  It  is  a  splendid  establ'tsbineQt, 
beautifully  situated,  having  6ne  grounds  and  extensive  enclosures,  his 
designed  to  accommodate  about  200  patients,  and  has  at  present  about 
150.  Its  6rst  physician  was  John  Neilson,  M.D.,  whose  residence  was 
in  the  city.  He  visited  the  asylum  two  or  three  times  a  week.  Wm. 
McDonald,  M.D.,  was  its  first  resident  superintendent  and  pbysjciaa; 
he  received  his  appointment  in  1829,  and  resigned  in  1837.  TbepI^ 
sent  superintendent  is  Benjamin  Ogden,  M.D.  This  institution  to 
been  erected  at  great  expense,  and  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  loake 
it  a  delightful  residence  for  the  insane.  It  has  a  high  reputation,  aod 
well  deserves  the  confidence  of  the  community.* 

6th.  The  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  in  the  City  of  Pbiu* 
delphta. — This  hospital  was  established  in  1752.  It  has  a  departtoeoi 
for  the  insane,  in  which  there  are  at  present  about  100  patients.  If^ 
for  many  years  principally  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Rush  and  other  »»• 
nent  physicians  of  the  city.  It  is  the  oldest  institution  in  tbe  Uoiied 
States. 

7th.  The  Friends'  Asylum,  at  Frankfort,  Pa. — ^Tbis  insti!nii« 
b  six  miles  from  Philadelphia — was  established  in  1817.  Ithasreccodj 
published  its  !2lst  annual  report.  The  number  of  patients  tbe  lastye» 
has  averaged  about  sixty.  This  is  an  excellent  institution,  well  deserv- 
ing the  patronage  it  receives,  and  is  a  delightful,  quiet  retreat  for  its  »»• 
fortunate  inmates.  Its  principal  physician  is  Charles  Evans,  M.D, ''W 
resides  in  Philadelphia.  The  resident  physician  is  Robert  R.  P^^' 
M.D. 

8tb.  The  Maryland  Hospital,  in  Baltimore. — ^Tiili«ceB«J 
this  was  a  Marine  Hospital.  At  present  it  has  a  few  patients  do< 
insane,*  but  is  principally  used  as  an  insane  hospital.  The  pr^ 
intention  of  the  board  of  managers  is  to  make  it  exclusively  so.  »f 
about  to  be  enlarged  and  improved.  Its  present  number  of  '""**?** 
60.  Superintendent,  W.  Fisher,  M.D.  The  female  department  of  ^ 
hospital  is  in  the  care  of  the  "sisters  of  charity,"  who  devote  the* 
selves  to  every  duty,  with  a  zeal  and  assiduity  most  pratseworiby «» 
commendable.  Twelve  individuals  of  this  order  spend  their  whole  w* 
in  the  hospital. 

9th.  The  Insane  Hospital  at  Williamsburg,  Vibgiku*"^ 
This  hospital  was  established  before  the  revolution,  and  is  one  of  ** 
oldest  in  the  country.     During  the  revolutionary  war  it  was  deserted  of 

•  The  New  York  City  Hovpltitl  hat  neuallr  «  aomber  of  insBDe  to  Ita  wards  detlgBodftf  t^^ 
of  patientfl  j  tbe  preaent  number  ia  unkoowD.  ^^  ^  ^  ^  I  ^ 
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the  insane,  and  when  the  conflicting  armies  were  in  the  neigbborbood 
of  Yorktown,  it  was  used  as  a  barrack  and  infirmary  for  the  sick  and 
wounded.  It  is  now  exclusively  occupied  by  the  insane,  and  is  to  be 
enlarged,  improved,  and  new  modelled.  The  system  of  management 
has  I^en  defective,  but  is  now  in  the  way  of  improvement,  under  the 
care  of  its  zealous  and  enterprising  superintendent,  Philip  I.  Barziza,  Esq., 
who  has  recently  visited  the  institutions  of  New  England  and  the  Mid- 
dle States,  to  ascertain  what  improvements  may  be  adopted  in  this  an- 
cient establishment.     The  present  number  of  patients  is  about  80. 

10th.  The  Western  Hospital,  Staunton,  Vibg. — This'iostitu- 
tion  was  established  about  1828.  Its  present  number  of  patients  is  70. 
The  superintendent  is  Francis  T.  Stribling,  M.D. 

The  two  last  are  public  institutions,  supported  by  the  State.  Appropri- 
ation has  been  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  enlargement  and  improve- 
ment of  these  institutions.  The  gentlemen  who  superintend  them  have 
both  been  at  the  north,  recently,  to  look  at  the  institutions  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  eountry,  with  reference  to  the  improvement  of  their  own. 

llih.  The  Insane  Hospital  in  Lexington,  Kentucky. — This 
is  a  State  institution,  and  a  large  proportion  of  its  inmates  are  supported 
by  the  Slate.  It  is  designed  to  accommodate  more  than  100  patients; 
in  the  time  of  the  cholera  it  had  113,  40  of  whom  died  of  that 
disease.  It  has  no  resident  physician,  but  is  visited  by  one  in  the  neigh- 
borhood when  sickness  amongst  its  inmates  requires  it.  The  medical 
professors  are  obligated  by  law  to  attend  on  the  patients,  when  their  ser- 
vice is  required  by  the  attending  physician,  without  charge.  Its  average 
number  of  inmates  is  from  90  to  100. 

12th.  The  Insane  Hospital  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina. — 
This  institution  has  been  under  the  patronage  of  President  Cooper. 
The  number  of  accommodations  and  inmates  is  unknown. 

institutions    for  the  insane    established    and   now  building. 

1st.  At  Augusta,  in  Maine. — ^This  hospital  is  to  be  a  public  institu- 
tion, for  the  accommodation  of  more  than  100  patients.  It  is  to  be 
built  after  the  model  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester.  Half 
the  funds  for  its  erection  were  furnished  by  two  benevolent  individuals, 
and  half  by  the  State.     It  is  nearly  completed. 

2d.  At  Bostony  Mass. — A  hospital  is  erecting  in  connection  with 
the  other  receptacles  for  the  unfortunate,  in  South  Boston.  It  is  de- 
sianed  to  accommodate  about  75  patients ;  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
all  be  paupers.     This  establishment  was  recently  commenced. 

3d.  The  Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Columbus. — ^This  institutkm  is 
designed  for  the  accommodation  of  120  patients.  It  is  built  after  the  plan 
of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  principally  under  the 
superintendence  of  William  M.  Awl,  M.D.,  who  will  probably  be  its  su- 
perintendent and  physician.     It  is  nearly  completed. 

4th.  The  New  Hospital  for  the  Insane  in  Philadelphia,  now  erect- 
ing by  the  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  The  size  and  num- 
ber of  its  accommodations  unknown. 

fitb.     I%e  New  York  Pauper  Asybmj  at  Bladcweffslshmd.— 
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This  insticiition  is  built  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  and  b  a  prap« 
establishment. 

6lh.  The  Insane  Hospital  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Centre  bttOd- 
ing  completed,  the  wings  in  preparatioa  ;  under  the  superintendeooe  of 
James  Overton,  M.D. 

7th.  The  Slate  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Utica,  New  York. — ^A  laxge 
establishment,  designed  to  accommodate  1000  or  1500  inmates;  loca- 
tion fixed,  and  a  liberal  sum  granted  by  the  Legislature  for  the  erectm 
of  the  buildings.     It  was  to  be  commenced  this  spring. 

INSTITUTIONS     CONTEMPLATED     AND   EFFORTS    MAKING   TO     ESTaBLUH 

THEM. 

1st.  In  ConnecticiU. — A  committee  was  appointed  by  ibe  L^isia- 
ture  of  this  State,  consisting  of  Drs.  Thomas  Hubbard,  Geo.  Stuiiiier, 
and  Charles  Woodward,  who  were  instructed  to  collect  all  the  bets  and 
statistics  of  insanity  which  they  could,  and  report,  together  with  a  pha 
of  a  building,  location,  Stc,  to  the  Legislature  now  in  session,  wVach 
has  been  done.  It  is  expected  that  appropriations  will  be  made  for  ihe 
erection  of  a  new  institution,  or  the  enlargement  of  tlie  Retreat  at 
Hartford. 

3d.  In  New  Hampshire. — Great  efforts  are  now  making  to  estaUidi 
an  institution  for  the  insane  in  this  State.  Considerable  sums  bate 
been  subscribed,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  Legislature,  now  ia  sessioo, 
will  make  an  appropriation  for  the  object. 

3d.  In  Washington  City. — ^The  preliminary  steps  towards  erectiiig  id 
institution  for  the  insane  have  been  taken  at  the  seat  of  go?emmeDl,  aod 
although  for  the  present  postponed,  will  doubtless  be  revived  at  sooie 
more  suitable  period. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  two  or  three  private  establisbiDeBts 
which  deserve  to  be  named.  There  is  one  at  Hudson,  New  York,  on- 
der  the  care  of  the  Doctors  White  ;  one  at  Pepperell,  Mass.,  saperio- 
tended  by  Dr.  Cutter;  and  one  at  Cam  bridge  port,  Mass. ,  formeW/of 
considerable  celebrity,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Chaplin,  more  reeeoc/y 
under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Chaplin,  the  widow  of  Dr.  C,  who  is  also 
recently  deceased.     There  are  many  others  of  less  note. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  there  are  preparing,  during  this  year, 
more  accommodations  for  the  insane,  in  the  United  States,  than  have 
before  existed  since  the  settlement  of  the  country.  The  number  of 
insane  persons  in  the  United  States  cannot  be  less  than  15,000,  proba- 
bly not  less  than  20,000.  The  institutions  now  in  operation  cannot  ac- 
commodate ten  per  cent,  of  the  number.  When  all  are  completed  that 
are  erecting,  or  seriously  contemplated,  they  will  fall  far  short  of  sop- 
plying  the  wants  of  the  nation. 

Of  the  character  of  our  institutions  it  may  be  said,  that  while  many 
are  in  all  respects  excellent,  not  exceeded  by  the  best  in  Europe,  far 
the  comfort  which  they  afford  to  the  inmates,  or  the  number  of  re- 
coveries which  they  effect,  others  are  .in  a  bad  condition,  receptacles 
only  of  incurables,  and  render  hopeless,  cases  that  are  susceptible  of 
cure  under  a  system  of  treatment  humane  and  merciful  in  its  dispeosa- 
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tions.  There  is  at  present  a  spirit  abroad  in  our  country,  which  cannot 
fail  to  be  of  immense  benefit  to  this  class  of  unfortunate  fellow  beings. 
New  institutions  are  in  progress,  or  are  contemplated  in  every  quarter  of 
the  union.  The  managers  of  the  old  ones  are  awaking  from  the  slum- 
ber of  years,  and  effecting  radical  reform  in  their  government.  A  spirit 
of  inquiry  is  manifested,  information  is  sought,  reports  are  called  for,  and 
the  more  recently  established  institutions  are  visited  and  examined  with 
reference  to  improving  their  management.  Within  the  last  few  weeks 
the  principal  officers  of  both  the  institutions  in  Virginia,  and  of  the 
Maryland  Hospital,  have  been  in  New  England,  collecting  information, 
and  have  returned  home  with  the  best  impressions  and  a  zeal  worthy  of 
the  cause.  The  institutions  at  the  South  are  not  equal  to  those  of  the 
Northern  and  Middle  Slates  ;  but  they  have  commenced  a  reform.  lib- 
eral appropriations  have  been  made  in  some  of  the  States  to  improve 
old  and  erect  new  buildings,  and  introduce  all  the  improvements  of  the 
best  institutions  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

Even  at  the  north  we  cannot  be  stationary,  for  there  is  yet  much  to 
be  accomplished.  Already  the  problem  which  has  been  propounded  to 
the  medical  world  for  a  century,  ''  Whether  religious  worship  can  benefit 
the  insane,"  is  in  prospect  of  a  favorable  solution. 

At  the  McLean  Asylum  they  have  evening  prayers^  and  religious 
worship  on  Sabbath  evenings,  at  which  a  majority  of  the  inmates  attend. 

At  the  Retreat,  in  Hartford,  they  have  made  provision  for  stated  re- 
ligious worship  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  inmates  occasionally  assemble  in 
considerable  numbers  and  hear  preaching. 

At  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum  they  have  one  religious  service  each 
Sabbath,  at  which  more  than  one  third  of  the  inmates  attend. 

At  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  in  Worcester,  there  are  two  religious 
services  on  each  Sabbath,  in  a  neat  chapel  erected  for  the  purpose. 
The  singing  is  regulariy  performed  by  a  choir  composed  of  patients  and 
attendants,  accompanied  with  from  two  to  five  instruments,  on  each 
Sabbath.  At  these  meetings  a  large  proportion  of  the  residents  in 
the  hospital  attend.  Since  the  present  year  commenced,  there  have 
been  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  patients  iii  that  hospital,  of  which 
two  hundred  and  twenty-six  have  attended  public  worship  more  or  less  ; 
about  two  thirds  assemble  on  each  Sabbath. 

Thus  far,  the  report  from  all  these  institutions  of  the  influence  of  re- 
ligious instruction,  is  highly  favorable.  The  experiment  is  in  the  way 
of  a  fair  trial.  The  success  is  greater  than  was  expected,  and  promises 
results  which  may  throw  much  light  upon  the  philosophy  of  insanity. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  reports  are  published  of  our  hospitals 
for  the  insane,  and  that  many  that  are  published  are  so  brief  and  imper- 
fect, giving  but  little  information,  and  omitting  much  that  is  important. 
Ii  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  fidl  and  uniform  annual  reports  should 
come  from  all  our  public  institutions.  In  this  way  only  can  tbe  true 
merit  of  each  be  known.  W. 

May,  1838. 
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CURVATURES  OF  THE  SPINE. 

To  John  C.  JVarreny  Jlt,D,y  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  m 
Harvard  University, 

Deir  Sir, — ^In  a  previous  oumber  of  the  Boston  Medical  aod  Surgicil 
Journal,  I  bad  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you  some  cursory  reniarb  oo 
curvatures  of  the  spine  in  general.  I  nove  take  the  liberty  to  make 
some  observations  on  particular  curvatures,  viz.  the  lateral .  the  poste* 
rior,  and  the  anterior.  Of  these  the  lateral  is  very  much  the  most  com- 
mon, and  less  likely  to  be  accompanied  by  disease  of  the  vertebras  ibao 
either  of  the  others.  The  lateral  curvature  is  very  generally  Srst  formed 
in  the  loins,  and  more  frequently  than  otherwise  towards  ihe  left  ade. 
In  process  of  time  another  curvature  is  formed  between  the  sbouldeiSi 
in  an  opposite  direction.  This  second  curvature  takes  place  as  a  roaaer 
of  course;  it  being  essential  for  the  purpose  of  balancing  the  bead  and 
shoulders. 

I  have  at  this  time  under  my  care  a  very  remarkable  curirature  of  the 
spine.  The  subject  of  it  is  a  lady  about  30.  She  was  remarkably 
straight  and  erect  until  she  was  about  8  years  old,  when  the  spioe  began 
to  curve  in  the  loins,  and  afterwards  the  curve  took  place  between  tbe 
shoulders.  These  curves  have  been  gradually  increasing,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  I  fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  give  you  an  accurate  idea  of  the 
peculiar  curvature  of  this  spine.  I  will  attempt  it  by  beginning  at  tbe 
sacrum.  Tbe  spine  here  goes  off,  almost  at  right  angles,  towards  the 
left  side  for  almost  three  inches  ;  it  then  forms  an  arch,  turns  and  mo 
in  nearly  a  horizontal  line  to  the  right  shoulder  blade  ;  it  then  forms  ao 
acute  angle,  and  pursues  its  course  to  the  neck.  The  cervical  vertehis 
are  straight  and  erect.  The  head  is  placed  on  a  line  perpeodicuiar  m 
the  centre  of  the  pelvis.  The  shoulders  are  on  a  level  with  each  otber, 
and  the  hips  are  of  equal  height.  As  this  lady  approaches  you  in  froot, 
or  turns  from  you  and  walks  off,  you  would  not  notice  anything  io  ber 
appearance  very  remarkable,  except  the  shortness  of  her  body,  com* 
pared  with  the  length  of  her  lower  limbs.  Her  bead  and  shoulders  ttn 
well  balanced.  Still  it  must  be  obvious  to  you,  if  I  have  been  successful 
in  giving  you  an  idea  of  the  relative  position  of  the  parts,  that  the  bead 
and  shoulders  are  sustained  in  the  erect  position  to  the  great  disadvan- 
tage of  the  supporting  muscles. 

The  fact  is,  the  horizontal  turn  which  the  spine  takes  across  the  body, 
and  on  which  the  head  and  shoulders  rest,  operates  as  a  lever,  greatly 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  supporting  muscles.  The  head  and  shooideis 
are  approaching  daily  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  pelvis.  The  space  O0V 
between  the  tops  of  the  ilii  or  the  hip  bones,  and  the  axilla  or  am 
pits,  is  only  4  inches.  Still  the  tops  of  ner  shoulders  are  level  with  esA 
other,  and  so  are  the  tops  of  her  hips.  This  renders  her  situation  pecu- 
liar, as  there  are  very  few  cases  where  so  great  a  deformity  exists  that 
the  person  is  not  one  sided— either  inclining  to  the  right  or  left,  tbt 
greatest  inconvenience  this  lady  complains  of  is,  that  she  feels,  to  ase 
her  own  words,  as  though  she  was  sinking  down,  and  that  her  shoDldeia 
would  soon  rest  upon  her  hips.     She  has  some  reason  for  this  sensalioa, 
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for,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  only  a  space  of  four  inches  now  inter- 
venes. All  that  can  be  done  for  her,  is  to  render  her  situation  more 
comfortable.  I  have  put  on  spinal  supports,  so  as  to  give  aid  to  the 
spinal  muscles,  and  prevent  any  further  increase  of  the  deformity.  In  this 
way  she  will  probably  go  through  life  very  comfortably.  The  difficulty 
will  not,  probably,  increase,  and  as  she  seems  to  possess  a  great  deal  of 
philosophy  and  energy  of  character,  1  have  no  doubt  she  will  enjoy  life 
better  than  many  who  have  mere  imaginary  troubles  and  complaints. 

I  have  stated  above  that  in  lateral  curvatures,  the  curve  first  forms  in 
the  loins,  and  that  the  curve  in  the  dorsal  and  cervical  portions  of  the 
spine,  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence,  to  enable  the  body  to  preserve 
its  equilibrium.  If  the  curve  in  the  loins  can  be  straightened,  it  is  almost 
a  necessary  consequence  that  the  dorsal  and  cervical  portions  of  the 
spine  will  become  straight  also  ;  and  for  the  above  reason,  viz.  to  ena- 
ble the  body  to  preserve  its  equilibrium.  This,  however,  will  follow  of 
consequence  on/y  where  the  dorsal  and  cervical  portions  of  the  spine 
are  sound  and  healthy.  If  any  of  the  vertebrae  which  compose  the 
upper  curve  are  anchylosed,  it  is  obvious  that  a  straightening  of  this 
curve  will  not  follow  as  a  consequence  of  straightening  the  lower  curve. 
It  appears  to  me  that  much  importance  is  attached,  and  means  ought  to 
be  employed,  to  straighten  the  lower  curve  in  the  first  place.  Suspend- 
ing people  by  the  bead  has  very  little  effect  upon  the  lumbar  portion  of 
the  spinal  column.  It  acts  almost  entirely  on  the  neck.  Casey's  ap- 
paratus, therefore,  and  many  others  contrived  for  this  purpose,  do,  in  my 
opinion,  very  little  good,  and  where  anchyloses  have  formed  between  the 
vertebrae,  or  the  vertebrae  are  diseased,  they  will  do  positive  harm.  If 
suspension  is  to  be  employed  as  a  remedy,  it  is  all  important  to  ascertain 
the  precise  condition  of  the  spine,  by  minute  examination,  previous  to 
its  being  made  use  of.  In  simple  lateral  curvatures,  moderate  extension 
can  do  no  ham.  Lateral  curvatures  are  simple  or  complex.  A  simple 
lateral  curvature  is  unaccompanied  by  disease  of  the  vertebrae,  anchylosis, 
or  stoop.  A  stoop,  added  to  a  lateral  curvature,  renders  it  complex,  be- 
cause all  lateral  curvatures  are  not  accompanied  by  a  stoop — in  fact,  a 
great  proportion  are  not.  Old  people,  girls  who  are  obliged  to  sit  much 
fit  work,  and  young  ladies  who  play  a  great  deal  on  the  pianoforte,  are 
very  apt  to  contract  a  stoop.  Where  a  stoop  accompanies  a  lateral  cur- 
vature of  the  spine,  the  treatiitent  requires  to  be  somewhat  varied. 
Simple  curvatures  of  the  spine  may  be  almost  invariably  cured,  if  taken 
in  season  ;  but  when  neglected  for  years,  the  vertebrae  acquire  a  wedge- 
like shape,  i.  e.  they  become  thinner  on  the  concave,  and  thicker  on  the 
convex  side  of  the  curve.  This  is  the  natural  consequence  of  unequal 
pressure— the  weight  of  the  superincumbent  body  being  almost  entirely 
supported  upon  the  edges  of  the  concave  side  of  the  curvature.  Where 
there  are  no  anchyloses,  or  disease  of  the  vertebne,  or  intervertebral  sub- 
stance, the  spine  may  be  brought  into  a  straight  line,  by  extension ;  but 
the  moment  the  extending  power  is  removed,  the  spine  sinks  back  into 
its  former  serpentine  foim.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  art  or  machinery 
10  restore  the  vertebrae  to  their  original  shape  ;  unless  this  can  be  done, 
the  spine  cannot  be  kept  in  its  natural  erect  position  without  mechanical 
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sappoit ;  and  mechanical  support  (however  long  contiDued),  will 
enable  the  spine  to  support  iuelf.  It  therefore  follows,  that  a  spmai 
curve  of  long  standing  cannot  be  cured ;  and  whoever  pretends  to  make 
such  cures,  shows  either  ignorance  or  want  of  principle,  and  a  desire  to 
make  money  from  the  credulity  of  his  patients.  I  am  aware  that  pa- 
tients may  be  amused  and  deceived,  by  a  show  and  parade  of  coropG- 
cated  machinery,  and  that  money  may  be  made  by  pursuing  this  course; 
but  what  honest  man  would  do  it  ? 

I  have  said  above  that  spinal  curvatures,  particularly  simple  lateral 
curvatures,  may  be  cured  if  attended  to  at  an  early  period  ;  and  I 
should  recommend  to  parents  to  be  particular  in  watching  the  fonns  of 
their  children,  from  the  age  of  8  to  16,  and  more  particularly  the  shape 
of  their  backs.  Curvatures  of  the  spine  come  on  insidiously,  and  are 
frequently  unnoticed  until  they  produce  a  very  considerable  defonnrty. 
The  growing  out  ,of  one  shoulder,  the  elevation  of  one  hip,  and  the 
enlargement  of  one  breast,  are  marks  of  curvature  of  the  spine.  These 
marte,  parents  would  do  well  to  keep  in  mind. 

Posterior  and  anterior  curvatures  of  the  spine. — ^These  defoniuties 
occur  very  much  less  frequently  than  lateral  curvatures,  and  are  ooca- 
sioned  very  generally,  I  believe,  by  external  injury,  rickets,  soofii/a, 
some  constitutional  disease,  or,  in  fact,  any  accidental  circumstance  that 
excites  inflammation  of  the  vertebrae  or  intervertebral  substance. 

Those  remedies  which  have  proved  the  most  efficacious  in  the  treat- 
ment of  these  complaints,  particularly  at  their  commencement,  aie 
leeches,  blisters,  irritating  ointments,  and  internal  remedies,  such  b 
may  be  indicated  by  the  particular  state  of  the  constitution  at  the  tkoa 
If  during  the  treatment  exercise  is  admissible,  artificial  supports  will  be 
found  necessary,  and  will  very  much  facilitate  the  cure,  and  have  • 
great  tendency  to  lessen  the  deformity. 

The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  functions  of  the  spinal  column,  the  more 
important  I  consider  its  diseases.  There  is  not  an  organ  in  the  bamui 
body  whose  disorders  produce  greater  disturbance  or  more  com[dicaied 
symptoms.  Diseases,  apparently  remote,  have  their  origin  not  uofre- 
quently  in  the  spinal  cord,  or  the  nerves  that  proceed  from  it.  We  are 
apt  to  make  our  applications  to  the  part  or  organ  which  seems  partico- 
larly  affected,  instead  of  to  the  spine,  which  is  the  actual  seal  o(  the 
difficulty.  Formidable  complaints,  such  as  hemiplegia,  paraplegia,  be., 
are  immediately  referred  to  the  brain,  or  spinal  nerve,  for  their  cause; 
but  we  seldom  look  to  the  spine  as  the  origin  of  minor  local  diseases. 

Dyspepsia,  palpitations  of  the  heart,  flatulence,  affections  of  the 
bowels  and  all  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  of  the  upper  and  lower  ex* 
tremities,  upon  close  examination,  may  be  found  to  originate  not  uafre- 
quently  in  some  derangement  of  the  spinal  column.  Tlie  anoroakms 
complaints  of  young  females,  and  sometimes  of  boys,  may  be  tnoed 
very  frequently  to  the  spine ;  either  to  some  affection  of  the  great 
spinal  nerve,  ganglia^  or  nervous  filaments  that  proceed  from  them. 

There  is  no  affection  more  common,  as  the  consequence  of  spioal 
irritation,  than  a  pain  in  the  back  of  the  head,  confined  principally  to 
the  scalp ;  and  still  we  are  not  apt  to  look  for  its  origin  in  the  i 
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nerves.  Even  a  slight  curvature  produces  a  derangement  in  the  ner- 
vous inBuence.  An  inclination  of  the  bony  column  to  one  side,  although 
it  may  be  so  slight  as  hardly  to  be  perceptible,  has  its  influence  upon 
the  great  spinal  nerve,  the  ganglia,  and  the  nervous  6laments  that  pro- 
ceed from  them.  The  spinal  column  cannot  be  altered  (I  mean  per- 
manently) from  an  erect  position,  without  danger  of  disturbing  the  func- 
tions of  some  remote  organ  .or  part,  whose  nerves  are  supplied  therefrom. 

1  was  called  to  a  patient,  not  long  since,  a  lad  about  15  years  old, 
who  had  a  variety  of  complaints  not  readily  accounted  for.  He  had 
been  attended  by  an  eminent  physician,  a  gentleman  for  whom  I  have 
the  highest  respect  His  complaints  were  a  painful  afTeclion  of  the 
eyes,  palpitations  of  the  heart,  indigestion,  a  painful  affection  of  the  ^ 
scalp,  and  a  torpid  state  of  the  alimentary  canal.  I  immediately  ex- 
amined, the  spine,  and  passed  my  fingers  up  and  down  its  whole  length. 
I  found  two  portions  of  it  tender,  viz.  about  the  middle  of  the  dorsal, 
and  the  middle  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae.  When  I  pressed  on  the  trans- 
verse process  of  the  middle  lumbar  vertebras,  he  invariably  complained 
of  pain  in  the  abdomen.  These  circumstances  convinced  me  that  all 
bis  complaints  proceeded  from  spinal  irritation,  and  1  stated  my  convic- 
tion to  the  physician  who  had  attended  him.  He  could  not  be  per- 
suaded that  all  this  chain  of  symptoms  could  proceed  from  this  source. 
In  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks,  three  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae 
began  to  project.  They  were  evidently  enlarged,  probably  from  inflam- 
mation and  swelling  of  the  intervertebral  substance.  The  attending 
physician  was  then  convinced  that  all  the  complaints  of  this  lad  were 
caused  by  a  disease  of  the  spinal  column  and  the  nerves  that  proceeded 
from  it,  afl^ecting  remote  parts  and  organs. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  and  to  show  how  diseases  in  remote 
parts  of  the  body  may  have  their  origin  in,  and  be  connected  with,  dis- 
eases of  the  spine  and  its  nerves,  1  will  relate  a  case  which  a  medical 
friend  stated  to  me  came  under  his  observation.  The  patient  was  a 
boy,  who  complained  of  extreme  pain  in  the  three  small  toes  of  his 
left  foot.  The  pain  was  excruciating ;  still  no  disease  in  them  was  ap- 
parent. There  was  no  swelling,  no  redness,  no  symptom  of  inflamma- 
tion. The  appearance  of  the  toes  was  natural.  Leeches,  blisters,  and 
poultices,  were  applied,  but  to  no  effect.  The  pain  was  so  excruciating 
that  the  boy  could  get  no  sleep,  for  several  nights  in  succession.  Very 
large  quantities  of  laudanum  were  given,  but  without  producing  sleep, 
which  could  not  be  obtained.  Consultations  were  held,  and  it  was  agreed, 
upon  all  sides,  that  the  case  was  a  singular  one  and  not  easily  to  be 
accounted  for.  The  attending  physician,  as  he  was  sitting  by  his  pa- 
tient one  day,  passed  his  fingers,  rather  accidentally,  down  his  back, 
until  they  came  to  the  sacrum,  when  the  boy  immediately  screeched 
out,  **  let  my  toes  alone."  He  then  passed  his  whole  hand  upon  the 
sacrum,  and  the  boy  cried  out  again,  ''  let  my  blister  alone,"  meaning 
the  blister  on  his  foot.  The  fact  is,  that  when  the  doctor  pressed  with 
his  fingers,  the  sensation  was  more  marked  and  definite  ;  but  when  he 
pressed  with  his  whole  hand,  the  sensation  was  as  if  the  whole  blistered 
surface  of  hb  foot  was  rudely  touched.    Applications  were  immediately 
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made  to  the  sacrum  and  lower  part  of  the  spine,  and  the  boy  was  im- 
mediately relieved. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully,     John  B.  Browh. 
Boston,  May  8th,  1838.     No.  65  Belknap  Street. 


CONCLUDING  SUMMARY  OF    DR.  HOOKERS  ESSAY    pN    THE   RESPI- 
RATORY AND  CIRCULATING   FUNCTIONS. 

The  preceding  essay,  it  is  believed,  establishes  several  iniportant 
pathological  principles,  affording  valuable  diagnostic  and  therapeutic 
indications,  which  hitherto  have  been  but  slightly  noticed,  or  wholly 
unknown.  The  indications  of  the  pulse  have  received  much  attention ; 
but  the  variations  of  the  respiration  have  been  little  attended  to,  and  the 
relations  between  the  respiratory  and  circulating  functions  have  been  al- 
most wholly  neglected. 

The  comparative  frequency  of  the  respiration  and  the  pulse  in  health, 
which  frocn  constant  observation,  during  a  period  of  several  years,  I 
have  ascertained  to  be  1  to  4J  (p.  236),  has  not  been  commonly  ob- 
served ;  and  most  of  the  indications  afforded  by  variations  of  this  ratio 
(p.  237)  have  been  altogether  overlooked. 

A  disproportionate  increased  frequency  of  the  respiration  has  been 
shown  to  afford  the  general  indication  (p.  242)  that  there  is  sonne  ira- 

f sediment  to  the  respiration  ;  which  may  be^owing  to,  A.  Disorder  of  ike 
ungs  or  air  passages  (p.  237),  as  pneumonitis,  phthisis  (p.  238),  oedema 
of  the  lungs  (p.  240),  or  (p.  241)  any  affection  of  the  lungs  which  pre- 
vents a  portion  of  them  from  being  freely  permeated  with  air,  or  any 
disorder  of  the  bronchia  or  bronchial  membrane  which  impedes  the 
communication  between  the  air  and  the  blood  within  the  lungs  :  or,  B. 
Some  mechanical  impediment  to  the  motions  of  respiration  (p.  241)  :  or, 
C.  Imperfect  function  of  the  organic  nerves  of  the  lungs  (p.  241). 

A  disproportioi)ate  diminished  frequency  of  the  respiration,  which  in- 
dicates a  want  of  energy  in  the  nerves  which  control  the  respiratory 
motions  (p.  245),  has  been  shown  to  be  common  in  typhous  fever,  and 
in  tnany  other  diseases. 

The  pathological  effects  of  imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood,  which 
had  been  treated  of  by  Bichat  and  some  subsequent  writers  (p.  245), 
but  which  they  scarcely  noticed  except  as  immediate  precursors  and 
causes  of  death,  I  have  observed  to  be  manifest  through  the  progress 
of  typhous  fever  (p.  247),  and  many  other  diseases.  What  is  commonly 
termed  congestion  in  the  brain,  I  have  endeavored  to  show  (p.  249), 
is  simply  a  deterioration  of  the  blood  caused  by  this  imperfect  aeratioo, 
a  prominent  example  of  which  occurs  in  the  disease  termed  congestive 
typhus  (p.  249).  The  effects  of  this  imperfect  aeration,  depending  up- 
on disordered  function  of  the  different  nerves  concerned  in  respiration, 
tiave  been  traced  in  various  diseases  (p.  247  to  p.  279). 

The  common  occurrence,  and  the  injurious  effects,  of  this  imperfect 
aeration  of  the  blood  suggest  the  important  general  therapeutic  indica- 
iion  (p.  280)  to  remedy  deficient  respiration.    The  mediciiuil  zgints 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


A  Botanical  Quertf.  319 

are  detailed  (p.  280  to  p.  282)  which  aggravate  deGcient  respiration^  by 
increasing  the  circulation,  or  by  diminishing  the  respiratory  function. 

The  use  of  remedies,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  arterialization  of 
the  blood  (p,  282),  it  is  believed,  has  never  been  distinctly  treated  of  by 
any    author,  as  'a  prominent  object    of  medication.     Though  my    1st 
class  of  these  remedies — those  which  diminish  the  action  of  the  heart 
and    arteries  (p.  282) — have  been  commonly    known   to   possess  this 
power  over  the  circulation,  still  they  have  not  been  commonly  employed 
with   the  view—- a  view  which  1  consider  as  highly  important  in   many 
cases — to  obviate  a  disparity  between  the  respiratory  and  circulating 
functions.  The  2d  and  3d  classes  of  remedies  (p.  293  and  p.  295) — those 
which  excite  and  invigorate  the  motor  respiratory  nerves,  and  the  arte- 
rializing  nerves  of  the  lungs — have  rarely,  if  ever,  been  recommended 
for  those  particular  purposes ;  though  1  think  it  will  be  obvious  to  my 
readers,  that  many  of  the  known  valuable  effects  of  these  remedies  are 
owing  to  such  operations.     The  other  three  classes— 4th.  Ventilation 
(p.  300)  ;  5th.  Remedies  which  obviate  mechanical  impediments  to  the 
respiration  (p.  301)  ;  and,  6th.  Remedies  which  excite  secretions  vica- 
rious of  respiration  (p.  301)*— though  their  general  effects  on  the  respira- 
tory function  have  been  known,  have  not  been  commonly  employed  for 
the  distinct  purpose  of  obviating  de6cient  aeration  of  the  blood. 

In  short,  the  general  subject  of  the  pathological  relations  between  the 
respiratory  and  circulating  functions  has  received  little,  very  little  atten- 
tion. The  writer  hopes  that  he  has  at  least  shown  the  subject  to  be 
deserving  of  investigation. 


A  BOTANICAL  QUERY. 

To  the  Ediior  of  the  Bosion  Medical  and  Surgical  Jownal. 

Deab  Sir, — After  all  that  has  been  written  relative  lo  the  cow-parsnip^ 
1  am  still  at  a  loss  to  know  what  plant  Dr.  Partridge  intends  to  describe 
in    his  communication  in  a  late  number  of  the  Journal,     h  is  certainly 
some  plant  not  usually  known  in   this  vicinity  by   that  name.     Is  it  a 
species  of  smyrnium  ?  or  is  it  a  plant  known  in  sorhe  places  as  yellow 
snakemot,  the  thapsia  trifoliata  described  by  Torrey?     1  am  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  it  is  the  latter,  and,  if  so,  should  be  gratified  to  learn 
the  fact ;  as  I  propose,  at  some  future  time,  to  furtiish  for  the  Journal  a 
communication  on  the  medical   properties  of  this  plant.     If  some  of 
your  correspondents  in  the  vicinity  of  Stockbridge,  who  are  versed  in 
scientiGc  botany,  will  favor  us  with  a  botanical  description  of  the  plant 
in  question,  or  even  assure  us  of  its  generic  and  specific  nam^s,  they 
will  subserve  the  cause  of  medical  literature,  and  confer  a  favor  on  the 
writer  of  this  note.  As  it  is  probably  now  in  blossom,  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity is  presented  for  ascertaining  correctly  what  is  the  plant  referred 
to,  and  which   Dr.  Partridge  has  known  to  cure  several  severe  cases  of 
epilepsy.  Yours,  &c. 

(kmbridgeport,  June  8thy  1838.  S,  A.  T^ 
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BOSTON,    JUNE    20,    J838. 

TREPHINING  FOa  EPILEPSY. 

A  FEW  weeks  since,  we  gave  a  hasty  account  of  an  operation  performed 
on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sewell,  of  Scituate,  for  the  cure  of  epilepsy,  which 
must  certainly  be  regarded  as  a  bold  and  successful  effort  of  the  sargeoo, 
to  save  an  excellent  divine,  who  was   fast  approacliing  that  ^^  bourne 
from  whence  no  traveller  returns."     Next  week  Dr.  Hay  ward's  own  ac- 
count, which  embraces  the  whole  history  of  the  case,  will  be  published 
in  the  Journal — the  manuscript  now  being  in  the  hands  of  the  composi- 
tor.    The  interest  excited  in  the  community  by  a  very  general  report  of 
the  manner  in  which   Mr.  Sewell  was  relieved,  was  probably  iositni- 
mental  in  bringing  another  patient  to  the  Mas.sachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital for   advice — a  case  no  less  remarkable   in  character,  and   which 
promises  in  the  sequel  to  be  equally  important  to  the  health  and  happi- 
ness of  a  valuable  young  man. 

Mr.  J.  Tenny,  26  years  of  age,  was  dreadfully  injured  three  years 
ago  by  the  breechpin  of  a  gun,  which  in  being  forced  from  the  barrel  by 
an  explosion,  fractured  the  skull  over  the  right  eye,  midway  of  the  ibre- 
bead.     The  concussion  must  have  been  severe  ;  yet,  as  the  functions  of 
the  brain  were  not  impaired,  the  scalp  was  not  cut  down  upon  to  inspect 
the  bone.     Afler  a  while,  however,  two  exfoliated  pieces  made  their  exit 
Subsequently  he  became  epileptic,  and  during  the  month  of  May,  1837, 
one  year  since,  he  had  one  hundred  epileptic  fits.     He  had  never  been 
one  moment  free  from  headache  since  the  infliction  of  the  injury.     The 
present  season  the  whole  aspect  of  things  began  to  change  alarmingly — 
as  a  partial  insanity  marked  the  progress  of  a  malady  evidently  approach- 
ing a  fearful  crisis.     Dr.  Hayward  felt  assured  that  the  brain  was  com- 
pressed, and  that  all  that  was  required  to  reinstate  the  mind,  was  simply 
to  give  more  room  to  that  portion  of  the  organ  immediately  under  the 
wounded  bone.    With  this  philosophical  view,  on  Saturday,  June  9th,  he 
removed  a  circular  piece  of  the  os  frontis,  about  an  inch  in  diameter — a 
feat  requiring  extreme  delicacy — and,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  every 
symptom  which  had  so  lone  been  the  bane  of  life,  was  almost  instantly 
removed.     We  visited  Mr.  Tenny,  the  other  day,  to  be  satisfied  that  the 
stories  related  of  his  almost  miraculous  restoration  were  true.     He  cer- 
tainly was  very  comfortable,  considering  the  magnitude  of  the  operation — 
wholly  free  from  pain,  conversed  with  freedom,  and  related  the  facts  here 
stated,  which  we  noted  with  a  pencil  at  the  bed-side.     Surely  the  art  chi- 
rurgical  needs  no  stronger  festerings  to  be  appreciated,  than  such  a  nar- 
rative as  this. 


Medical  Socidy  ofTenaeMtt,  On  the  eighth  anniversary  of  this  So- 
ciety, in  May,  an  address  was  delivered  by  L.  P.  Yandell,  M.D.,  which 
reflects  much  credit  on  the  author.  Nothing  short  of  a  spirited  discourse 
eoald  be  expected  from  that  gentleman,  who  has  been  so  long,  before  the 
public  uk  the  character  of  a  public  teacher  ;  and  a  puny  efibit  could  never 
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have  reoeived  the  approhatton  of  ao  aflsoeiatton  like  the  one  which  he 
had  the  honor  of  addressing.  Dr.  Yandell's  acknowledgment  of  his 
personal  obligations  to  the  Society,  certainly  speaks  well,  for  it  is  obvious 
that  some,  if  not  a  considerable  part  of  his  professional  success  in  life,  is 
referable  to  the  influence  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Tennessee  :  at  all 
events,  this  is  implied  in  the  very  commencement  of  the  discourse.  No* 
thing  gives  us  a  better  opinion  of  the  strictly  literary  or  scientific  man, 
than  a  frank  acknowledgment  of  a  debt  of  gratitude. 
t  Several  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  which  is  certainly  a  very  neat  speci- 

I  men  of  Western  printins,  are  occupied  in  a  detailed  history  of  the  pro* 
t  gross  of  medicine  from  Greece,  through  all  its  phases  in  the  weal  and  wo 
t  of  nations,  down  to  our  own  halcyon  days — an  epoch  destined  to  be  chroni- 
I  cled  by  the  historian,  as  an  age  distinguished  for  unblushing  quackery  of 
I  every  order  and  description.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  doctor  did  not 
I  belabor  medical  impostors  with  the  same  ability  with  which  other  topics 
I  have  been  presented.  In  detailing  the  condition  of  medicine  in  Turkey, 
i  pretty  liberal  drafls  have  been  made  upon  Dr.  Oppenheim's  interesting 
I  narrative,  much  of  which  has  been  widely  circulated  of  late  in  periodicals. 
We  are  gratified  with  the  eflbrts  of  the  physicians  in  Tennessee,  so  fa- 
vorably noticed  by  the  orator.  There  is  a  concentration  of  talent  there, 
of  which  the  people  may  be  proud.  With  regard  to  the  insane,  Dr.  Yan- 
dell  in  plain  words  tells  the  btate  what  ought  to  be  done. 

^'  Tennessee  remains  without  a  retreat  for  its  insane,  but  it  is  gratifying 
to  perceive  that  this  cannot  be  much  longer  said.  Humanity,  as  well  as 
State  dignity,  calls  for  the  early  completion  of  this  charity.  The  want 
of  it  has  been  the  cause  of  great  and  manifold  suffering.  In  all  parts  of 
the  State,  unfortunate  beings,  too  poor  to  gain  admittance  into  the  asylum 
of  a  neighboring  State,  are  chained  in  dark  rooms,  and  log  cabins,  and 
treated  with  kindness  or  cruelty,  as  their  keepers  or  friends  may  chance 
to  be  intelligent  and  humane,  or  ignorant  and  unfeeling." 

Being  connected  with  the  prosperous,  though  recently  established 
Medical  Institute  at  Louisville,  a  chair  of  which  belongs  to  him,  it  is 
natural  that  he  should  make  mention  of  it — and,  finally,  the  essay  closes 
with  the  following  excellent,  feeling,  and,  at  the  same  time,  encouraging 
remarks. 

**  The  first  generation  of  physicians  in  Tennessee  has  passed  away  ; 
and  we  stand  here  their  successors  and  representatives.  They  spent 
their  days  in  the  discharge  of  labors  '  huge  and  hard ' — labors  which 
demanded  great  bodily  strength,  industry  and  courage — exposed  to  cold 
in  their  long,  lonely  rides — compelled  to  ford  dangerous  streams — pursu* 
ing  their  way  along  blind,  uncertain  paths — encountering  hardships  and 
privations  to  which  these  luxurious  days  afford  no  parallel.  Amid  such 
lives  of  toil,  there  could  be  but  little  leisure  for  study.  Few  books  were 
reprinted  in  America,  and  few  could  be  commanded.  Those  men  had  small 
advantages  of  professional  intercouse.  Schools  of  medicine  were  remote, 
and  the  expense  of  visiting  them  beyond  the  ability  of  most  practitioners— 
and,  above  all,  they  were  without  the  advantages  of  the  periodical  press. 
These  difiiculties  have  passed  away  with  the  generation  of  men  who 
lived  in  the  midst  of  them.  And  with  all  the  augmented  means  and  fa- 
cilities which  we  enjoy — with  Macadamised  roads  and  the  power  of 
steam  to  hasten  our  travel — pursuing  our  professions  in  crowded,  culti- 
vated cities,  or  in  thickly  settled  neighborhoods,  and  with  increased 
leisure  thus  for  study — brought  into  contact  with  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  light  from  the  farthest  east  flying  to  the  remotest  west,  {^/Q^TS. 
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than  the  speed  of  the  revolving  seasons — the  discoveries  at  Paris  or 
Vienna  transmitted  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  Philadelphia  to  Looisville 
or  St.  Louis,  as  if  by  telegraphic  agency — with  these  enlarged  efficien- 
cies, shall  we  be  accounted  to  have  discharged  the  whole  amount  of  oor 
duty  to  our  professions,  if  we  pursue  them  with  no  more  than  the  ardor 
and  success  of  our  forefathers  ?  Nay  !  with  the  multiplication  of  means, 
has  come  a  heavier  weight  of  responsibility.  We  are  invoked  b;  the 
laborious  example  of  our  predecessors — by  the  clamorous  wants  aod 
imperfections  of  the  healing  art — by  the  complicated  sufferings  of  our 
fellow  men — by  the  efforts  of  the  profession  in  other  lands— bj  our 
pride  of  State,  and  pride  of  profession,  to  transmit  the  science  of  medi- 
cine to  our  successors  enriched  by  our  labors.'* 


Sickness  in  Havana. — Notwithstanding  the  frequent  accounts  which  ire 
circulated  of  late  in  regard  to  the  unusvMl  sickness  of  Havana^  we  are 
convinced,  thus  far,  afler  a  careful  inquiry,  that  an  unnecessary  alinn 
has  been  created.  Havana,  at  some  seasons,  is,  no  doubt,  an  uobealtli; 
climate  for  those  who  have  grown  up  in  a  northern  latitude  ;  but,ua 
general  rule,  since  the  administration  of  the  late  Gov.  Tacon  commeDcedf 
unwearied  pains  have  been  taken  to  keep  the  streets  in  a  good  aod 
wholesome  condition,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  since  that  plan  of  out-door 
cleanliness  was  undertaken,  Havana  has  been  unrivalled  for  the  salubrity 
of  its  port-climate. 


Typhous  Fever  in  London, — It  seems  that  a  fever,  unusually  severe  ii 
the  city  of  London,  has  become  rather  alarming  on  account  of  the  mn- 
her  of  medical  gentlemen  who  have  fallen  victims  to  it.  This  had  led 
some  of  the  principal  citizens  to  an  opinion  that  they  are  barboriogia 
infectious  disease  of  unusual  malignancy.  Typhous  fevers,  in  Eoglaad, 
are  never  so  manageable  in  their  cities,  as  in  the  cities  of  this  country. 


The  Insane  in  Connecticut. — A  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Con- 
necticut, has  recommended  the  erection  of  a  State  Lunatic  Asylum  sufr 
ciently  large  to  accommodate  one  hundred  and  twenty  patients.  Itistf* 
certained  that  the  average  number  who  yearly  become  insane  io  that 
State,  is  sixty.  There  are  at  the  present  time,  in  118  towns  out  of  136, 
Che  whole  number,  no  less  than  707  insane  and  idiotic,  fidy-nine  of  vboD 
are  in  close  confinement. 


Msorpiion  of  Bone. — Mr.  Listen  lately  exhibited  at  the  UniTersily 
College  Hospital,  London,  the  brain  of  a  man  who  had  become  totally 
blind  from  amaurosis.  The  patient  had  been  an  intemperate  liver,  aod 
much  exposed  to  cold  weather  in  his  occupation  of  driving  a  waggoa 
with  fish  to  town  during  the  night.  He  first  became  afiected  with  a  se- 
vere pain  in  the  forehead,  and  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye.  Continoaflce 
in  his  old  habits  soon  brought  the  other  eye  into  the  same  state.  He 
continued  to  suffer  from  violent  pain  and  tension  over  the  forehead, 
for  which  he  was  bled  and  blistered  with  advantage.  He  was  subject  to 
fits,  and  eventually  perished  from  fever.  On  examining  the  brain,  the 
cause  of  amaurosis  was  at  once  apparent  ;  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  cere- 
brum were  coated  over  with  Ijmph,  which  glued  the  dura  mater  to  4« 
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braiD,  enveloping  and  compressing  the  optic  nerves.  In  this  case,  at  one 
period  of  the  treatment,  five  or  six  weeks  before  the  patient's  death,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  form  a  seton  in  the  neck.  Mr.  Liston  intro- 
duced a  small  piece  of  the  tibia  for  the  purpose.  The  bone  being  care- 
fully weighed,  both  aQer  and  before  the  experiment,  it  was  found  not  to 
have  been  acted  on  by  the  absorbents. 


Bo8lon  Common^  or  Rural  Walks. — Mr.  Light,  of  Cornhill,  has  sent 
forth  an  unpretending  little  book  with  the  above  title,  which  is  really  an 
excellent  production.  Its  object  is  nothing  more  than  to  remind  the  in- 
habitants of  this  ancient  metropolis  of  the  rural  beauties  of  the  Common, 
and  invite  them  to  enj<^  it  in  a  manner  conducive  to  bodily  health  and 
intellectual  comfort.  It  will  not  do  to  copy  from  its  pages,  as  there  is  so 
little  of  the  whole  that  the  publisher  might  justly  complain  of  an  infringe- 
ment upon  the  copy-right.  Were  the  author's  name  known,  the  edition 
would  be  quickly  exhausted.  It  contains  the  essence  of  that  philosophy 
which  promotes  rational  enjoyment  and  a  length  of  days. 


On  the  use  of  Chloride  (f  lAme  in  Wounds  attended  toUh  much  painy  by 
Dr.  Chopin, — In  wounds  produced  by  contusion,  laceration,  or  by  the 
explosion  of  gunpowder,  where  there  is  much  pain,  speedy  and  certain 
relief,  says  Dr.  C.,  is  produced  by  chloride  of  lime.  That  this  relief  is 
not  the  effect  of  cold  or  any  other  cause  than  the  chloride  in  solution^ 
the  author  is  convinced  by  many  experiments.  Charpie,  moistened  with 
the  same  solution,  has  been  also  found  a  useful  application  in  relieving 
the  pains  which  sometimes  follow  delivery,  which  depend  on  small  ex- 
crescences in  the  vagina.  That  such  is  frequently  the  case,  Dr.  C.  is 
convinced  from  repeated  examination.  Excoriated  breasts  are  most  ef- 
ficiently treated  by  the  use  of  the  same  external  application. — British 
and  Foreign  Medical  Review. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Two  French  medical  men,  MM.  Boissonneau 
and  Rey,  assert,  that  if  the  vaccine  matter  loses  its  power  in  glass  tubes, 
it  is  because  the  glass  itself  is  a  matter  susceptible  of  being  altered  by 
external  causes,  and  that  they  have  succeeded  in  manufacturing  an  inal- 
terable glass  by  substituting  metallic  substances  for  the  alkaline  salts 
contained  in  common  glass. — In  cases  of  torticollis  of  old  standing,  M. 
Jules  Guerin  divides  only  the  sternal  portion  of  the  cleido-mastoid  mus- 
cle. His  mode  of  operating  is  attended  with  perfect  success. — M.  Jo- 
bert  has  lately  repeated  his  operation  for  vesico- vaginal  fistula,  with 
success,  at  the  Hopital  St.  Louis.  Of  seven  women  operated  upon, 
three  were  perfectly  cured,  three  remained  unrelieved,  one  died. — Dr. 
Thomas  Stewardson  was  elected  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital,  on  Monday,  14th  of  May. — Professor  Dunglison  was 
elected  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Philadelphia  (Aims-House)  Hos- 
pital, on  the  21st  of  May,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Stewardson,  who  resigned 
the  situation  upon  being  appointed  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. — M. 
Heurteloup,  by  request  of  the  £mperor  of  Russia,  is  about  to  write  a 
treatise  on  lithotripsy. — A  common  pin  has  lately  been  found,  in  Eng- 
land, in  the  yolk  of  a  fresh  hen's  egg,  having  undergone  little  change^ 
excepting  of  its  lustre.    The  shell  was  perfect  before  opening. 
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DiKD,— At  Troy,  New  York,  Dr.  Genet  H.  Van  Waffenen,  aged  29. 

Whole  niiiiibar  or  deaths  In  Boeton  for  the  week  ending  June  l6th,  98.    Males,  19— Females,  9. 

Consumption,  6— old  age,  9— hives,  1— gastric  fever,  1— drowned,  1— poison,  l^scariet  fever,  1» 
accidental,  1— marasmus,  1— Infantile,  9— convulsions,  I— typhous  fever,  1 — inflammalinB  of  tte 
bowels,  l---dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— debility,  1— lung  fever,  9. 


RARE  CHANCE  FOR  AN  APOTHECARY. 
To  let,  in  the  vieioity  of  Boston,  on  most  Inducing  terms,  a  genteel  and  convenient  dwelling 
together  with  a  shop  connected  with  the  same,  ror  many  yeara  lucratively  employed  In^he 
drug  business.  Also  for  sale,  the  present  stock  and  fixtures  of  the  store,  on  terms  unconaaMioljr  ad- 
vmntageous.  1*he  bouse  being  most  desirably  located  for  a  residence,  and  the  store  being  centrsllr 
situated  in  a  flourishing  neighborhood,  and  commanding  an  extensive  and  productive  ntD  of  reiaM 
custom,  offer  te  any  retail  druggist,  who  wiihes  for  a  neat  and  convenient  dwHIing  and  store  eea* 
nected.  Inducements  seldom,  if  ever,  met  with.  For  a  physician  who  would  like  to  nahe  tte 
shop  with  his  practice,  the  stand  is  a  desirable  one  Indeed.  The  shop  can  be  let  separate  fron  the 
house  if  desired.  As  the  present  owner  is  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  this  part  erf"  the  coantfyy 
on  account  of  ill  health  of  his  lamlly,  It  may  be  had  at  a  bargain  if  applied  for  Immediately.  Foe 
terms,  apply  to  WM.  C.  8T1MPSON  te,  CO.,  Boetoa. 

J13-tf 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
Thb  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  pnrpose  of  giving  a  complete  coarse  of  medical  inatraccSaa, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupiU  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachnsetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  leciurei  on  the  ca^es  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  ezamioations,  will  be 
given  in  the  Intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Da.  CnAnivc. 
On  Piiysiology,  Pa:holagy,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medics,  -  -     "      Da.  Wasb. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        >  .....  *<      Da.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,       .---  ..-.--  .  u      0».  Lswts. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  In  Dr.  Lewis's  bonse,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  nnd  fuel  withint  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  kaowledge  of  Aaaie- 
ny  are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee4  are  $100— to  be  paid  In  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  secatity  cif  sane 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  then  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Waller  Channing,  Tremoipt  Street,  opposite  the  TreoMiat  Bos 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Oct.  16~tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIR,  JK. 

W1N8LOW  LEWIS,  JL 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Tks  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  Instruction.  A  convenient  resa 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  whir.h  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  1'bey  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirenieat  of  a 
thorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  In  n 
districts,  embracing  Wards  1 , 9  and  3,  and  i*  ea»e»  wkiek  will  be  treated  at  tke  room  daiiy. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twicea  weeJk. 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  te  Practical  Anatemy. 

For  further  Information,  application  may  be  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  sf 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  MJ>. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACB,Br.O. 
BMtea,  JiugUMt^^  1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  H.D. 

JOSEPH  MO&IARTY,  M  D  . 

TO   MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Tmb  nnderslgned  are  associated  for  tbe  purpose  of  instructing  In  all  the  branches  of  Medkine  aad 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  aad  of  tbe  ^ye 
and  Bar  InArmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 
A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  exiiminntions  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  Instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  tbe  rapila. 
For  further  Information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER.  li.O. 
FrwMin  Streat,  JVev.  9,  I83G.  July  19^6m  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.O.   . 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 
PHVsioiAiri  In  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  qaills  charged  with  Pvaa  Vscciaa 
Viavs  by  return  mall,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  tbe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jooraaf,  end 
Ing  one  d.illar,  pott  paid,  without  which,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         OcUfiS. 

THB  BO.STON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wedaoetey.  %y 
0.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  comer  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  commankatioaa 
must  be  addressed,0»«(-/iat^.  It  is  aha  published  in  Monthly  Part!4,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
anmbers  of  the  preeedlni  month,  stitched  In  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D,  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  %3^  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  tbe  year.— AfenU  aOowad 
1^?SL!5^'"^*'5?^^  V^—Orden  from  a  distance  must  be  acoompaaied  by  payment  U  advmMa,  m 
>ui«ft6toryrelbna6e.-Postafe  the  tame  at  for  a  Newspaper.       ^         "^^ 
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TREPHINING    FOR  £PIL£PSy. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Deab  Sir, — In  noticing  an  operation  of  trephining  which  I  performed 
at  tb.e  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  some  weeks  since,  you  expressed 
your  intention  of  publishing,  at  a  future  period,  a  complete  history  of 
the  case.  I  should  have  furnished  you  with  the  materials  for  this  much 
earlier,  had  I  not  wished,  before  doing  i^,  to  see  if  th^  benefit  from  the 
operation  was  likely  to  be  permanent. 

Believing,  as  I  now  do,  that  there  can  harcfty'  be  a  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  I  send  you  the  minutes  of  the  case,  taken  from  the  hospital 
records,  made  at  the  time,  daily,  by  the  house  surgeon.  One  or  two 
prefatory  remarks  will,  perhaps,  render  these  more  clear.  From  the  re- 
cord it  will  be  seen  that  the  patient  had  been  afflicted  with  epilepsy  almost 
twelve  years  ;  that  the  fits  came  on  immediately  after  the  healing  of  an 
ulcer  on  the  head,  from  which  a  piece  of  bone  had  been  discharged  ; 
that  in  the  commencement  the  fits  were  of  very  frequent  occurrence, 
several  taking  place  in  the  course  of  a  week ;  that  the  intervals  between 
them  became  longer,  as  his  general  health  improved,  but  that  recently 
they  had  recurred  oftener,  there  being  only  sixty  days  between  the  two 
last,  though  he  felt  tolerably  well  in  other  respects. 

It  should  also  be  noticed  that  he  had  a  constant  sense  of  pressure  on 
the  head,  and  that  slight  causes  would  produce  violent  spslsmodic  aflfec- 
tions.  The  operation  has,  thus  far,  not  only  prevented  the  return  of 
the  epilepsy,  though  it  is  more  than  a  month  beyond  the  time  that  he 
bad  a  right  to  expect  a  paroxysm,  but  has  removed  entirely  the  painful 
sensation  of  pressure  in  the  head,  and  the  strong  tendency  to  spasmodic 
action.     He  now  performs  his  parochial  duties  without  inconvenience. 

The  patient  recovered  rapidly  from  the  operation,  and  walked  out  in 
the  street  twelve  days  after  its  performance.  He  would  have  been 
able,  no  doubt,  to  have  done  this'  mtich  sooner,  had  he  not  been  at-- 
tacked  with  erysipelas.  The  occurrence  of  this  disease  cannot,  I  think, 
be  attributed  to  the  atmosphere  of  the  hospital,  for  there  was  no  other 
case  in  the  house  at  the  time,  nor  had  there  been  one  for  some  time  be- 
fore; and*the  patient  was  in  a- private  room,  with  an  open  fire  place, 
and  one  well  ventilated  in  other  respects.  The  disease,  too,  was  of  a 
mild  character,  such  as  frequently  comes  on  after  operations  about  the 
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bead  io  private  practice,  and  showed  no  tend^ncjr  to  assume  the  miEg- 
nant  form  which  often  renders  it  the  scourge  of  hospitals. 

I  renoain^  very  truly,  yours,  George  Hatwakd. 

Hospital  JRecorcf. 

March  17th,  1838.  Rev.  E.  Q.  S.,  «t  41.  Married ;  clei^gymaB, 
Scituate.  Thirteen  years  ago  had  a  scrofulous  abscess  bdow  the  left 
angle  of  the  jaw,  which  healed  in  seven  or  eight  months,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  small  one  in  angle  between  left  temple  and  forehead,  which 
also  closed.  Soon  after,  an  abscess  formed  about  two  inches  to  tlie  left 
of  the  sagittal  suture,  and  just  behind  the  coronal  suture  ;  very  pain- 
ful during  its  formation,  which  was  rather  slow  ;  this  received  no  treat- 
ment ;  finally  burst,  and  after  remaining  open  for  some  time  without  aoj 
tendency  to  heal,  was  probed,  and  the  bone  found  to  be  carious ;  aita 
a  while  a  piece  of  bone  came  away,  of  the  size  of  the  top  of  a  coramoo 
thimble,  and  perforated  with  small  holes,  and  in  about  a  year  from  its 
commencement  the  ulcer  healed.  The  caries,  as  far  as  the  patient  recol- 
lects the  statement,  of  his  physician,  involved  both  tables  of  the  bone. 
This  abscess  was  accompanied  by  several  indolent  swellings  io  the 
neighborhood,  and  a  swelling  Upon  the  sternum,  and  swelling  and  grett 
pain  in  the  right  arm,  with  slight  redness  and  much  tenderness — these 
going  off  under  the  use  of  blisters,  leeches,  &c.  At  the  same  time  also 
had  <<  neuralgia "  of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  with  much  pain  in  ibe 
left  eye  and  some  loss  of  vision,  and  luminous  flashes  and  spectra  occa- 
sionally. These  complaints  were  accon;ipanied  by  general  failure  of 
health,  diarrhoea,  night-sweats,  watchfulness  at  night,  loss  of  appetite, 
and  great  prostration ;  so  that  at  the  cicatrization  of  the  ulcer,  be  wis 
left  in  a  very  feeble  condition.  Immediately  after,  fits  of  an  epilepde 
character  occurred  every  night,  or  every  second  night,  bead  beiK 
usually  drawn  back  and  tossed  from  side  to  side  ;  violent  spasnas  of  ul 
the  limbs  and  of  the  lower  jaw ;  loss  of  consciousness  for  a  few  minutes 
at  the  commencement  of  the  fit ;  frequent  frothing  at  the  mouth  ;  grit- 
ting of  the  teeth,  lividity  of  countenance,  and  vocal  noise.  Spasms 
continuing  at  intervals  for  one  or  two  hours,  leaving  patient  with  violent 
pain  in  the  head,  especially  about  the  cicatrix.  Since  commencement  of 
disease  of  the  head,  has  never  been  free  from  a  dull,  heavy,  distresaif 
feeling  in  head,  as  if  from  pressure  of  a  '^  leaden  cap,'*  and  this  always 
referred  to  the  cicatrix  as  its  centre.  Besides  the  complete  fits,  i»s 
very  often  had  partial  fits,  in  which  there  were  universal  spasms,  with  a 
qonfused,  bewildered  feeling,  without  loss  of  consciousness.  These  fits 
and  spasms  have  been  frequently  induced  by  menial  excitement,  sad- 
den jars,  and  unexpected  and  loud  sound ;  and  much  mental  exer- 
tion at  any  time  would  bring  on  severe  pain  and  distress  about  cicatrix. 
During  whole  time  has  frequently  been  much  annoyed  by  an  excessive 
secretion  of  very  pale  urine,  sometimes  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three 
quarts  in  twenty-four  hours,  requiring  him  to  pass  it  very  frequently  ;  and 
this  has  occurred  both  immediately  after  a  fit  and  during  the  interval 
Patient  gave  up  his  mental  pursuits  for  two  years  after  healing  of  ulcer 
on  head ;  his  fits  growing  less  frequent  as  bis  health  imj^roved,  till  they 

•    Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


T)rephinifig  for  Epilepsy.  S^ 

occarred  onlj  once  in  four  months ;  till  the  last  year,  T^ben'  their  fre- 
quency hft^  increased,  the  last  two  intervals  having  been  only  two  months 
each.     Last  6t  occurred  March  4th. 

For  the  lost  ten  years,  health  has  been'  qcAte  good,  excepting  afte^ 
fits,  from  which  he  recovered  but  slowly,  and  excepting  also  the  con- 
stant sense  of  pressure  in  the  head.  When  trouble  in  head  has  beeii 
most  severe,  has  often  had  nausea.  For  a  year  previous  to  abscesses^ 
bad  devoted  himself  very  assiduously  to  study  and  wtiting,  especially  in 
the  preceding  summer,  which  was  excessively  hot,  add  durib^  which  hi^ 
was  often  exposed  to  great  heat  and  fatigue  in  the  discharge  of  his' duties! 
Fits  apparently  not  excited  by  bodily  exercise,  of  which  h6  has  used 
much  for  several  years  past. 

18th.  Pulse  7^,  regular ;  appetite  pretty  good ;  bowels'  regulaV  { 
sleep  disturbed  and  broken.  Complains  of  much  pain  arid'  distressed^ 
heavy  feeling  in  head,  principally  about  cicatrix.  On  examination,  tw6 
inches  to  tbe  left  of  the  sagittal  suture,  and  just  behind  the  corobdl,  there 
was  found  a  pit,  barely  admitting  the  end  of  the  linle  finger,  the  integu- 
ments being  drawn  in  and  adhering  to  the  bottom,  which  being  probed 
feels  firm  and  resisting.  Some  depressions  felt  hi  bdiie,  round  edges  of 
the  pit,  probably  from  exfoliation  of  the  outer  table.  Some  tendernesd 
about  pit  on  pressure.  Very  slight  pulsation  thought  to  be  observed'  in 
it  at  times,  but  this  not  satisfactorily  determined.  Diet — milk  atid  vege- 
table food.     3  iv.  of  blood  to  be  taken  by  cuppine  near  pit. 

19th.  About  Siss.  of  blood  only  was  obtained.  Returned  frbm 
church  yesterday  With  violent  pain  in  the  head  and  nausea ;  laid  down 
and  slept  with  relief— ^sleep  broken  as  usual.  Now  pulse  66 ;  app^tit^ 
good ;  bowels  open.  Complains  of  much  pain  in  tbe  head,  and  throb- 
bing in  cicatrix.     3vi.  of  blood  to  be  taken  by  cupping  near  cicittrix. 

SOth.  S  ▼>•  of  blood  were  taken  with  instantaneous  itlief  of  pain 
and  heaviness,  head  feeling  much  lighter  than  it  had  at  any  time  during 
last  13  years.  Sense  of  heaviness,  however,  returned  soon,  though  in  a 
less  degree  than  before  cupping.  Slept  quite  soundly  through  the  night. 
Sense  of  heaviness  less  now  than  usual.     Otherwise  the  same. 

31st.  Slept  better  than  usual,  but  awoke  about  4,  A,  M.,  with  gen- 
eral spasmodic  action  of  limbs,  head,  &c. 

23d.  Last  night  awoke,  about  midnight,  from  sound  sleep,  by  general 
ahd  violent  convulsions,  with  some  confusion  of  mind,  but  not  actual  los^ 
of  consciousness.  Pain  in  head  increased;  otherwise  the  same.  Strength 
good.  A  consultation  was  held  this  day,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  recommend  an  operation  ;  but  to  state  at  the  same  time  to  the  patient 
the  uncertainty  and  danger.  3ij.  of  the  solution  of  salts  were'directed 
to  be  taken  early  in  the  morning. 

24th.  Constant  pressure  and  heaviness  in  head  as  u^ual.  Awoke 
frequently  in  the  night  with  indescribable  distressed  feelings  in  legs,  which 
be  ha5  been  subject  to— but  had  no  spasms.  Now  complains  of  much 
J  pain  about  cicatrix,  with  throbbing,  more  than  usual.  Moilth  and 
^  throat  dry  and  parched.  Pulse  108.  Appetite  small.  Mind  calm  and 
^  composed.  Two  dejections. 
S  Ojftratiin  by  Dr.  Hm/wardy  ai  12;  JC^Patietit  beiiigllQd  opota  the 
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table,  scalp  having  previously  been  shaved,  three  straight  incisions  were 
made,  behind,  before,  and  inside  of  cicatrix,  thus  forming  three  sides  of 
a  square,  and  the  flap  dissected  up  and  turned  back ;  in  doing  which 
the  adhesion  of  the  scalp  to  the  bottom  of  the  pit  was  cut  through,  and 
the  Rap  perforated.     The  periosteum  having  been  removed,  a  large  tre- 

Ehine  was  then  applied  so  as  to  include  the  nit  in  the  bone,  and  tbe 
one  slowly  and  carefully  sawed  through.  The  piece  of  bone  was 
easily  detached  from  tbe  dura  mater,  except  at  about  its  centre,  where 
there  was  an  adhesion  of  the  membrane* to  a  short,  delicate,  bony  pro- 
jection, which  was  broken  oS*  in  the  examination  after  the  bone  was  re- 
moved. This  adhesion  was  separated,  without  much  difficulty,  with  tbe 
end  of  a  probe,  and  the  bone  removed  with  instantaneous  and  complete 
relief  of  the  sense  of  pressure,  the  patient  declaring,  while  on  the  table, 
that  he  had  not  felt  so  well  for  thirteen  years.  Dura  mater  appeared 
perfectly  healthy. 

Wound  having  been  cleared  of  coagula,  &c.,  the  flap  was  brought 
over  and  secured  by  adhesive  straps,  simple  pledget  over  this,  and  a 
loose  bandage.  The  patient  was  then  conveyed  to  bed,  having  borne 
the  operation  with  the  utmost  calmness  and  fortitude.  Bone  removed, 
one  inch  in  diameter,  and  of  very  irregular  thickness. 

Patient  to  be  kept  perfectly  quiet.  Head  to  be  kept  raised.  Room 
to  be  darkened.  To  take  for  nourishment,  gruel  and  arrow-root ;  and 
for  drink,  lemonade,  bariey  water,  be. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  give  any  more  of  the  hospital  record ; 
it  may,  however,  be  proper  to  observe  that  he  continued  comfortable 
till  the  afternoon  of  the  day  after  the  operation.  He  then  became  rest- 
less, with  universal  distress,  heaviness  and  diarrhcsa,  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  following  day,  erysipelatous  inflammation  showed  itself  in  the 
forehead.  This  gradually  extended  over  the  face,  and  down  the  neck, 
but  did  not  attack  the  wound,  which  went  on  well  and  healed  kindly. 

Notwithstanding  the  erysipelas,  the  convalescence  was  rapid,  and 
during  it  there  was  not  a  return  of  one  of  the  symptoms,  for  the  relief  of 
which  the  patient  submitted  to  the  operation.  As  I  before  observed,  be 
walked  out  in  twelve  days  after  it,  and  on  the  9th  of  April  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  hospital,  well. 

P.  S.  Since  the  foregoing  was  written,  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
the  gentleman  who  was  the  subject  of  this  Qperation,  dated  June  152th. 
In  this  he  says,  "  In  regard  to  my  present  health,  it  gives  me  great  sat- 
isfaction to  be  able  to  state,  generally,  that  I  am,  with  a  slight  exception, 
very  well.  The  peculiar  sense  of  relief  which  I  expressed  in  the  mo- 
ment when  the  operation  was  over,  has  become  a  part  of  my  commoa 
consciousness.  1  am  aware  of  nothing  which  afl^ords  reason  for  doubting 
the  ultimate  entire  success  of  your  efforts  for  my  restoration  to  sound 
health." 

The  slight  exception  to  which  he  refers,  is  the  occasional  occurrence 
of  pains  in  the  head,  which  he  says  are  ''  dull  and  heavy,  rather  than 
acute,  and  never  of  long  continuance,  occurring  upon  any  protracted 
effort  of  attention,  as  in  listening  to  conversation  or  a  discourse.  I  have 
tbe  same  with  more  severity  upon  any  attempt  at  studyQ  T^^jiains 
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are  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  head,  in  the  region  of  the  bid  difficulty. 
They  are  distinguishable  by  myself  from  the  peculiar  leaden  pressure 
Ti^hich  that  difficulty  made  a  uniform  habit,  and  do  not  come  so  frequently 
or  stay  so  long  as  to  impair  the  sense  of  relief  in  that  quarter,  to  which 
I  alluded  in  the  opening  of  this  letter.  Nothing  like  spasms,  nothine 
approaching  to  them,  has  ever  returned  upon  me.  I  have  preached 
four  entire  Sundays,  with  great  comfort,  and  no  one  symptom  of  evH 
consequence.  It  has  happened  that  my  rest  afterwards  has  been  more 
tranquil  than  on  some  other  nights." 
June  I5th,  1838. 


PSEUDO  LABOR. 
[Commanieated  for  tlie  Boiton  Medical  andavrgleal  Joarnal.] 

The  phenomena  of  labor  are  various  and  interesting,  and  all  alike  de- 
serving the  attention  and  study  of  the  medical  practitioner.  No  apology 
will,  therefore,  be  offered  for  giving  publicity  to  the  following  case  of 
pseudo  labor,  or  an  attempt  of  nature  to  expel  the  foetus^  and  which 
was,  after  a  singular  manner,  relinquished. 

February  2, 1  was  called  to  Mrs.  A L ,  represented  to  be  in 

labor.  She  was  a  healthy  young  woman,  about  25  years  of  age-— bad 
never  borne  a  child.  When  1  arrived  at  the  house,  about  9  in  the  even-^ 
ing,  pains  had  been  present  several  hours,  and  were  then  occurring  at 
internals  of  5  or  10  minutes.  I  soon  requested  an  examination,  and 
found  the  os  uteri  neariy  in  its  natural  state,  and  the  soft  parts  but  little 
dilated.  The  pains  continued  with  increasing  severity  and  with  the 
same  frequency.  One  or  two  other  examinations  were  made  during  the 
night.  The  labor  seemed  to  advance,  though  very  slowly.  The  os 
uteri  was  disposed  to  dilate,  but  very  gradually.  The  external  parts 
were  becoming  soft  and  flaccid.  Altliough  tli'is  state  of  things  did  not 
indicate  a  very  speedy  termination,  still  there  was  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  true  labor  had  commenced. 

Feb.  3.  At  8,  this  morning,  found,  somewhat  to  my  surprise,  that 
very  little  progress  had  been  made.  The  os  uteri  had,  however,  per- 
ceptibly dilated,  so  that  it  was  now  of  the  size  of  half  a  dollar.  The 
woman,  at  this  period,  seemed  considerably  exhausted,  from  the  severe 
and  protracted  effort.  The  pains  continued  through  the  day  as  severe/ 
though  not  with  the  same  frequency.  At  evening,  on  finding  the  labor 
no  nearer  to  a  close,  and  the  strength  much  exhausted,  prescribed  trnet.' 
opii  ^tts.  Ix.  in  order  to  procure  perfect  quiet  for  a  season,  with  a  hope 
that  nature  might  complete  the  work,  refreshed  by  the  interval  of  rest. 
Whfen  the  influence  of  the  opiate  had  passed  off,  the  pains  were  re- 
newed with  the  same  frequency  and  severity  as  before.  The  soft  parts 
became  almost  or  quite  as  much  dilated  as  is  usual  at  delivery,  and  per* 
fectly  lubricated  ;  in  short,  every  thing  seemed  prepared  for  the  birth  of 
the  child,  excepting  (what,  to  be  sure,  is  of  no  small  importaoce)  the 
unjrieldinv  state  of  the  os  uteri,  which  remained  **  in  statu  quO|"  wat 
quite  rigid;  and  would  dilate  no  fiutber.    Thus  tbeie  wit  an  entire  wint 
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of  pomre^poodenpe  apd  sympathy  betweea  the  diffeceDt  parts  concerned 

in  latfoc.  I  left  o^y  patient  in  the  evening,  thinking  that  the  labor  would 
^dirance>  and  that  1  should  be  called  during  the  night.  I  was  not  sent 
for,  as  I  anticipated,  apd  on  vbiting  her  the  next  morning  found  her 
sittiog  up  and  appearing  quite  cheerful.     The  pains  had  nearly  ceased, 

£Qcl  in  a  few  hours  they  left  her  entirely,  and  every  symptom  of  labor 
ad  ^anished,  so  that  before  night  she  resunied  the  superinteodeoce  of 
iv^r  pomestic  afiairs,  as  usual. 

This  could  hardly  be  called  an  attempt  at  abortion  or  miscarriage,  for 
the  natural  period  of  gestation  was  completed  within  a  week,  according 
to  the  woman's  calculation,  and  she  was  very  positive  on  the  subject. 

In  ten  or  twelve  days  from  this  time  labor  again  commenced,  and 
proceeded  as  before ;  the  os  uteri,  however,  now  dilating  and  yieldii^ 
perfectly,  so  that  the  child  was  bom  in  a  few  hours  without  any  unto- 
ward or  unusual  circumstance. 

Cases  of  abortion  and  premature  labor  are  of  frequent  occurrence, 
but  I  have  never  seen  a  case  related,  neither  has  one  occurred  in  my 
pwn  practice,  where  labor  had  apparently  so  far  advanced,  and  where 
the  state  of  things  usually  attendant  on  parturition  was  so  nearly  perfect, 
and  yet,  by  a  gradual  retrograde  movement,  the  parts  concerned  in  labor 
were  restored  to  the  same  condition  which  had  existed  for  months 
previous. 

This  woman  had  made  no  unusual  exertion  ;  in  fact,  nothing  bad  in- 
curred which  might  have  caused  the  uterus  to  take  on  the  parturient 
action  at  this  time.  It  was  regarded  as  the  natural  and  proper  com- 
mencement of  labor.  J.  J.  P*W. 

Neyypprt,  R  I,  May,  1838. 


FUNGUS    HiEMATODES. 

BT  &.  HOWB,  X.D.,  JAFFRVT,  N.  R. 

fCommonieated  ibr  the  Boiton  Medical  and  Borgleal  Jonraal.J 

Jj|^.  JxwETT,  of  Rw^e,  aged  73,  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Steplieo 
ewet^>  some  time  in  June,  1837,  called  on  me  to  have  a  wen  exuactecL 
Xhf  tumor  was  situated  on  the  superior  part  of  the  right  parietal  bone, 
i^id  was  nearly  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.  It  was  less  moveable  than 
enpyated  tumors  usually,  are,  but  possessed  their  chacacteristic  elasticity ; 
no  pulsation  was  pei^ceptible  either  to  the  touch  or  ey^.  It  was  abcxft 
e'^nt  weeks  sipce  it  wa^  discovered,  and  during  the  last  three,  its  growth 
liad  l^oeo  rapid.  She  experienced  no  p^in  in  the  tumor  or  head,  and 
b^r  hejalth  w^s  gopd  for  one  of  her  age.  She  expressed  a  desire  lo 
hvfe.  it  removed,  on.  apoount  of  its  rapid  growth ;  and  although  it  pre^ 
sfiffifiii  %  suspicious  chafacter,  I  saw  no  sufficient  reason  for  decUniog  the 
Qpei;atipn., 

-  A  crucial  incision  was  made  through  the  scalp  over  the  tumor,  and 
V[tf  jle  s^pf^ratine  the  Aesh.  from,  it,  a  slight  pressure  of  my  finger  burst  ita^ 
^^lypiop^s,  whenp^k  bloocji  gt^shed  out  in  i^  fu|l, current*  I  immediately 
WfS9^W^  m  ^Wh.v4  4»cpver^4.  f^  tlje Vimpib.^s^tpipal  tp,  tbp  qm^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


niam^  bad  escaped,  and  through  an  opening  in  it  I  felt  the  pntsatton  of 
the  brain.  Dr.  I.  Fox,  who  w^  present,  on  examination,  made  a  simi- 
lar discovery.  The  hemorrhage  was  suppressed  by  sponge  wet  in  cold 
water,  and  the  wound  dressed  with  compress  and  bandage.  The  next 
day  the  patient  rode  to  her  home,  the  distance  of  four  miles.  On  the 
fourth  day,  the  dressings  being  removed,  the  wound  was  found  nearly 
united,  and  the  tumor  reduced  to  about  one  half  its  size  before  the 
operation ;  was  now  compressible,  and  exhibited  the  pulsations  of  the 
braio.  Adhesive  straps,  compress  and  bandage,  were  now  applied  .so 
as  to  afford  a  little  pressure.  From  this  time  there  was  a  small  dis- 
oharge  from  the  apex  of  the  incisions  where  cicatrix  did  not  form,  for 
some  weeks,  and  during  this  time  the  growth  of  the  tumor  was  slow- 
nearly  stationary.  About  the  time  the  wound  was  entirely  healed,  and 
this  tumor  more  rapidly  protruding,  another  was  discovered  low  on  the 
occipital  bone.  This  yielded  readily  on  pressure;  the  pulsations  of  the 
brain  distinctly  felt  ancf  seen,  and  an  opening,  nearly  the  circumference 
of  the  tumor,  perceptible  through  the  skull.  It  gave  no  uneasiness  to 
the   patient,   and   was  accidentally  discovered   by   her   friends.     The 

frowth  of  this,  in  its  diameter,  was  more  rapid  than  that  of  the  6rst  one. 
n  November,  the  prominent  part  of  the  first  tumor  had  ulcerated  and 
fungus  began  to  be  protruded.  From  this  time  there  was  occasionally  an 
exhausting  hemorrhage,  and  her  health  declined.  She  was  frequently 
afflicted  with  nausea— ^emaciated,  and  became  hectic.  Prominent  portions 
of  the  fungus  sloughed  off,  but  this  did  not  diminish  the  tumor.  Mrs.  J. 
retained  her  mental  faculties  till  forty-eight  hours  before  her  death,  on 
the  30th  of  March. 

Post-fnortem  Examination. — Fundus  on  the  parietal  bone  eight 
inches  in  circumference,  and  its  proiection  four  and  a  half.  This  we 
bad  to  separate  be/bre  raising  the  skull.  It  had  a  medullary  appearance, 
but  its  texture  was  more  spongy,  especially  about  its  centre,  where  was 
a  large  sinus.  The  other  tumor  was  soft,  and  could  easily  be  compressed 
mtfain  the  cranium.  During  the  operation  of  sawing  and  raising  the 
skull,  it  was  ruptured,  and  the  principal  part  of  its  contents,  being  black 
blood,  was  discharged,  leaving  a  small  quantity  of  fungus  adhering  to 
the  dura  matef  and  tentorium.  The  dura  mater  was  so  firmly  adherent 
to  the  left!  parietal  bone  ai  not  to  be  separated  on  raising  the  skull.  The 
superior  onfice  was  about  the  size  of  a  dollar,  and  the  inferior  somewhat 
larger.  The  fungus  was  easily  separated  from  the  dura  mater,  leaving  a 
smooth  Surface.  On  the  internal  surface  of  this  membrane,  no  traces  of 
disease  could  be  discovered.  The  ventricles  contained  about  three 
ounces  of  water. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  be  unimportant  to  notice  that  the  cranium  was 
of  anosual  thickness^— the  frontal  bone  being,  on  an  average,  one  half  an 
inch.  The  development  of  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain  was  small  in 
proportion  to  th^  posterior. 

Mrs.  J.  possessed  a  phlegmatic  teHaperament ;  a  sti'ong  and  discrimi- 
nttifig  mind ;  was  highly  esteemed,  tiot  only  by  her  friends  and  neigh- 
bors^ but  by  the  itiaoy  invalidif  who  sought  her  advice  aAer  iba  death  of 
lieshQslNuKL 
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I  do  not  possess  much  acqaaintance  with  pbrenological  science,  but  I 
suspect  its  advocates  would  not  adduce  this  case  as  affording  evidence  of 

the  inrallibility  of  their  theory. 
Juney  1838. 


VAGINAL  TUMOR. 

[Connnunleftted  forlhe  Biwiod  Medfeol  and  Borgfeftl  Jonrnal.] 

I  SEND  you  the  following  case  in  my  practice  in  an  adjoining  county, 
and  if  you  think  it  worthy  a  place  in  the  Journal,  it  is  at  your  disposal 
The  case  is  hastily  drawn  up. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1835, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  Y.,  of 
an  adjoining  county  in  this  State,  who  had  for  some  time  been  afflicted 
with  an  acute  paiu  in  the  uterine  region.  She  informed  me,  that  fer 
several  months  she  had  occasionally  suffered  much  from  a  ''  burning 
pain  in  the  passage,"  and  more  particularly  during  the  menstrual  period, 
and  occasionairy  attended  with  a  disagreeable  itching  of  the  sphincter 
ani  and  labium  pudendi ;  at  other  times  a  <'  bearing  down,"  or  sense  of 
weight  in  the  vagina.  These  symptoms  she  attributed  to  cold.  Oa 
examination  I  found  the  uterus  somewhat  turgid,  with  a -tumor  about  the 
size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus. 
The  tumor  could  be  easily  moved  with  the  finger,  and  appeared  to  be 
contained  in  a  sac  connected  with  the  uterus  only  by  cellular  membrane, 
or  a  very  trifling  membranous  substance.  No  fluctuation  was  felt  id 
the  tumor,  and  no  pain  experienced  when  pressure  was  made  on  it 
My  opinion  at  that  time  was,  that  the  uterus  was  impregnated,  and  that 
the  pain  was  entirely  the  effect  of  the  tumor.  I  informed  tbe  patient 
and  her  husband  of  tbe  result  of  my  examination.  They  appeared  not 
altogether  satisfied  with  my  view  of  the  case,  and  consulted  a  Dr.  P«, 

.  of  an  adjoining  county,  who  gave,  as  his  opinion,  that  no  tumor  existed, 
and  that  she  was  pregnant ;  that  the  pain  entirely  originated  in  irritatioo 
occasioned  by  excessive  venery,  or  some  other  cause  producing  the 
same  effect.  Dr.  P.'s  opinion  quieted  the  patient's  fears,  and  I  Jieard 
no  more  of  the  case  until  the  29th  of  June,  1836,  when  1  was  ca//ed 
to  render  assistance  to  the  patient,  who  was  in  labor,  and  bad  been  un* 
der  the  treatment  of  an  ignorant  old  *'  granny,"  and  also  two  of  Dr. 
Thomson's  practitioners  in  steam  and  red  pepper,  for  twenty-six  hours. 
The  old  woman  in  attendance  could  give  me  no  description  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  labor,  or  the  cause  of  the  perplexity.  One  of  the  iearned 
disciples  of  Thomson  informed  me  that  '^  the  mouth  of  the  womb  bad 
growed  a  one  side,^*  and  that  the  woman  never  could  be  delivered  but 
by  the  '<  Sesaring  "  operation,  as  he  learnedly  called  it.  On  exami- 
nation I  found  the  vagina  obstructed  by  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  goose's 
egg.  Having  more  particularly  examined  the  part,  1  discovered  that  tbe 
tumor  was  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  membranous  substance,  the  most 
depending  part  being  the  largest.  The  situation  of  the  tunrK>r  was  aucb 
as  to  give  the  os  uteri  an  oblique  direction,  thereby  impeding  and  reo- 
dering  inefficient  the  operations  of  nature.     Having  procur^  a  scalpel 


Digitized  by  CjOO^IC 


AnanuUous  TSmor  of  the  Eye-balL  833 

■ad  scissors,  I  divided  the  larger  tumor  from  its  connection  with  the  ute- 
rus and  small  tumor,  in  which  operation  a  portion  of  the  cervix  and  09 
uteri  was  separated.  The  hemorrhage  from  the  wound  was  triflins, 
and  the  woman  was  delivered  without  further  trouble.  The  lochia 
health)'  and  natural.  In  three  weeks  the  woman  perfectly  recovered, 
having,  in  the  course  of  that  time,  been  troubled  with  a  sanious  and  very 
offensive  discharge,  but  not  in  any  great  quantity,  or  more  than  might 
reasonably  have  been  expected  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

I  saw  the  patient  in  February  last.     She  had  continued  well ;  the 

remaining  portion  of  the  tumor  was  no  inconvenience  to  her.     She  was 

not  pregnant,  and  the  deGciency  produced  by  the  removal  of  a  portion 

of  the  uterus  with  the  tumor,  could  be  distinctly  felt  with  the  finger. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,     Eben.  C.  Sugg,  M.D. 

Spring  Creek y  Vego  Co.,  Indiana y  May  29,  1838. 


CASE  OF  ANOMALOUS  TUMOR  OF  THE  EYE-BALL. 

BT    EDWARD   J.   DAVENPORT,  U.D.,   BOSTON. 
[Comraunlcaied  for  tbe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

T0MOR8  having  a  purple  color  and  containing  a  fluid,  sometimes  occur 
on  the  anterior  part  of  the  eye-ball  as  the  result  of  deep-seated  and 
long-continued  inflammation,  and  are  described  by  writers  on  ophthal- 
mology under  the  head  of  staphyloma  sclerotica.  They  might  more 
properly  be  termed  staphyloinaious  tumors  of  the  choroid  coat,  being 
caused  by  the  pressure  of  that  tunic  (distended  with  the  contents  of  the 
eye,  changed  to  a  watery  fluid)  on  the  sclerotic.  As  happens  in  other 
parts  under  similar  circumstances,  absorption  takes  place  from  the  con- 
stant pressure,  and  the  latter  membrane  becomes  attenuated  and  semi- 
transparent  in  spots  generally  near  the  margin  of  the  cornea,  and  allows 
the  internal  coats  to  be  seen  through  it.  Hence,  probably,  arises  the 
purplish  or  livid  color  common  to  these  tumors.  The  same  appearance 
has  been  noticed  in  cases  in  which  the  whole  eyeball  becomes  enlai^ed 
or  dropsical,  and  the  sclerotic  coat  much  distended,  subsequent  to  an 
attack  of  internal  ophthalmia.  The  following  case,  it  wiH  be  perceived, 
differs  widely  from  the  above,  but  corresponds  more  tiearly  to  the  de- 
scription of  ivtttery  cysts  of  the  sclerotica,  a  single  instance  of  which 
may  be  found  recorded  at  page  573  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Eye,  by  W. 
Lawrence.  The  case  alluded  to  was  cured  by  puncturing  the  cyst  and 
then  cutting  away  its  prominent  portion  with  curved  scissors.  The  inte- 
rior was  smooth,  and  a  small  round  aperture  was  seen  in  tbe  middle  of 
tfae  basis,  apparently  passing  through  the  sclerotica. 

Henry  Ramsdell,  mechanic,  st.  21,  applied  at  the  Boston  Eye  In- 
firmary, early  in  May,  with  a  small  tumor  on  the  front  of  the  eye-ball, 
which  he  first  noticed  about  two  years  since.  It  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  semi-transparent  vesicle,  about  the  size  of  half  a  pea,  and 
was  evidently  covered  by  the  ocular  conjunctiva,  apparently  thickened 
and  elevated  for  some  distance  around  its  base.  It  was  situated  on  the 
sclerotic,  at  the  junction  of  that  coat  with  tbe  inferior  margin  of  the 
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cornea,  involviag  kn^  encroaching  on  the  lattery  and  tending  to  i 
in  that  direction.  Upon  pressure  it  bad  a  firm,  elastic  feel,  but  was  dcA 
otherwise  moveable.  The  eye  was  free  from  any  Tascularity  or  senae 
of  uneasiness,  except  occasionally  after  exposure  to  cold  wind.  The 
transparent  media  of  the  eye  were  normal,  and  vision  was  unimpaired. 
The  patient  could  assign  no  cause  for  its  production*  At  the  first  visit 
he  declined  adopting  any  active  treatment  for  its  removal.  Fridof, 
May  lUA,  I  found  that  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  aiid 
sclerotica  bad  occurred,  which  was  attributed  by  the  patient  to  exposure 
to  the  night  air  during  the  prevalence  of  cold  and  damp  weather.  The 
inflammation  was  most  intense  in  the  nei^borhood  of  the  tumor,  but 
extended,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  over  the  whole  fitxit  of  the  eye. 
The  tumor,  considerably  increased  in  bulk,  had  assumed  a  yeilowbh 
color.  The  pupil,  no  longer  circular,  bad  now  a  pear-shaped  ibrro,  tbe 
point  being  drawn  downwards  and  outwards  towards  the  site  of  the  ta- 
mer. The  power  of  vision  in  this  eye  was  much  impaired,  though  little 
or  no  haziness  of  the  cornea  could  be  detected.  The  patient  complained 
of  severe  pain  aOfecting  the  brow  and  temple,  and  of  intolerance  of  light 
and  lachrymation.  By  the  advice  of  Dr.  Hayward,  who  saw  the  case 
with  me,  active  measures  were  at  once  employed  to  subdue  the  inflam- 
mation, making  tbe  question  of  excision  of  the  tumor  a  subject  of  after 
consideration,  to  be  decided  according  to  future  circumstances. 

A  free  cupping  from  tbe  temple,  with  smart  purging,  materially  di- 
minished the  vascularity  of  the  eye,  and  aided  by  a  pill  of  calomel  and 
opium  at  bed-time,  entirely  removed  the  pain.  The  following  day  it 
was  evident  that  suppuration  had  taken  place  within  the  cyst  or  tumor. 
Dimness  of  vision  with  some  intolerance  of  light  remaining^  tbe  pa- 
tient was  again  cupped  and  with  decided  benefit. 

Sunday,  spontaneous  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  cyst  took 
placci  leaving  the  elastic  coats  nearly  as  prominent  as  before.  At  tbe 
bottom  of  the  cyst,  there  was  an  appearance  as  if  the  sclerotic  tunic 
was  perforated  at  that  part,  and  a  permanent  fissure  or  division  of  tbe 
radiated  fibres  of  tbe  iris  was  noticed  near  this  spot.  The  patient  was 
directed  to  apply  frequent  fomentations  of  rose-leaf  tea  to  tbe  eye,  and 
remain  in  a  room  moderately  darkened. 

Monday.  The  tumor  is  gradually  disappearing,  under  tbe  iofiueuoa, 
probably,  of  the  process  of  absorption  ;.  the  pupil  has  nearly  or  <wnte 
regained  its  natural  shape,  and  vision  is  now  as  perfect  as  ever.  The 
fissure  in  the  iris,  however,  remains  as  before. 

Friday.  Scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  tumor  remains,  and  the  eye  ap- 
pears to  have  recovered  a  sound  condition  in  all  respects.. 

The  patient,  seen  this  day,  reports  that  the  eye  baa  continued  ta  be 
perfectly  well. 

No^  4  Winter  Street,  June  IfOh^  1838. 
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MEDICAL   PHILOSOPHY* 

Wisdom  makes  do  boisteroos  display.  Dr.  Ticknor  apaaka  to  thia 
insuflTerably  bequacked  natioa  in  a  itill,  amall  ▼oice,  bat  with  a  degree 
of  intellectual  power  which  cannot  be  reaisted.  Without  any  attempt  to 
surprise,  he  has  most  effectually  devised  a  plan  of  teaching  an  important 
kind  of  common  aense,  and  from  the  publication  of  a  little  volume,  bear-* 
ing  the  modest  title  of  *'  A  Popular  Trbatisb  on  Msmcal  Philoso- 
VHT,''  we  hope  for  the  commencement  of  a  revolution  that  will  open  the 
eyea  of  a  multitude  which  no  man  can  number,  and  eventually  contribute 
to  the  final  overthrow,  in  these  United  States,  of  the  vilest  system  of  inn 
position  that  ever  disgraced  the  age  of  civilization.  When  the  people 
are  onoe  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that  the  majority  of  the  entire 
popslatioo  of  this  country  are  suffering  under  a  disease  of  the  brain, 
sfcptly  called  pt//-aiattta,  manufaoturers  of  patent  boluses  must  neceasa- 
rily  foU  into  disrepute.  The  quacka  are  taking  advantage  of  the  die* 
oovery  that.this  is  a  noatrum-laking  epooh<-*>tbey  are  fully  aware,  too, 
that  unless  the  trade  is  driven  with  vigor,  the  chance  of  profiting  by  the 
•ale  will  soon  have  a  finale.  Half  the  apothecary  shops  in  Christendom 
are  disgraced  by  conniving  at  this  nefarious,  homicidal  boaineaa  of  cheat-* 
Hig  men,  women  and  chilcben  out  of  their  birth*right-*-health  ;  and  the 
^ave  yards  are  filled  with  the  viotima  of  unprincipled  adventurers  in 
medicine.  We  have  no  language  strong  enough  to  express  the  horror 
aad  detestation  in  which  the  whole  circle  of  easpiricism  should  be  held. 
Oar  aoChov  shows  how  well  he  is  qnaKfied  to  cosubat  the  evil,  yet  avoidi- 
tog  the  ofibnden,  aad  appealing  directly  to  the  understanding  of  all  such 
as  have  one  single  grain  of  sagacity  in  their  composition.  Without  a 
qualification,  the  book  is  admirable— »uaexceptionably  good^-^according  to 
ear  individual  notions  of  right  aad  wrong  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
Mr.  Ticknor,  al  the  eorner  of  School  and  Washington  streets,  will 
•apply  the  professloa  in  Boston. 


CARROLL  WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS. 

Air  act  of  incorporation  having  beea  obtained  from  the  General  Asseaa* 
biy  of  Maryland,  Prof.  Fisher  and  Mr.  Andrews  have  made  a  crilical 
analysis  of  the  water  of  these  springs,  which  must  be  of  coosiderable 
inaportanoe  to  invalids.  By  their  report,  it  ia  at  once  made  eaay  to  decide 
whethes  a  peraoo,  under  certain  oendiiieas  of  health,  would  derive  ad^ 
vantage,  or  not,  from  the  uae  of  thoae  celebrated  fountains.  There  are 
four  spriagacaHed  the  a^tte  $ulphwty  looated  ia  AUegany  County,  ia  the 
fliale  of  Mav^land,  now  Ike  property  of  a  company,  whe  have  lately 
published  their  obarteo,  with  a  scientific  leeont  oa  the  watecs,  &c.  Eaeh 
spring  flows  tiaoagk  a  fissuie  ia  a  skte  rocli. 

■■^T   .  f i   '      '  ■  f  ■■■^■■■n — I    I  '  '       i> ■      ...■^m «        ■ 

*  A  Popalar  Traatlaq  on  Medical  PbilMOphy,  or  an  expoiltlpn  of  qiiaekenr  and,  inuNMtar^^Ui  m^dl- 
«liM«   1^'  aal«b  TMUK>«»  MJi.  Hew  Totai  fsMabtrby  QwUS  a  NoWiwh  vSST  DsoMims 
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<<  <  The  Carroll  White  Salphur  Springs '  are  sitnated  on  the  etUie  af 
William  Carroll,  Esq.,  of  Allegan/  county,  Maryland,  aboot  equidis- 
tant from  the  great  western  turnpike  and  the  Potomac  river,  within  oine 
or  ten  miles  of  Flintstone,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  above  Hancock. 
This  locality  the  undersigned  Cdnsider  a  very  advantageous  one,  shooM 
they  hereafter  become  places  of  resort  ;  the  valley  in  which  ihej  list 
being  almost  a  perfect  level,  and  easy  of  access  to  either  of  the  three 
great  avenues  of  communication  to  the  West,  the  Chesapeake  and  Okie 
canal,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  and  the  present  turnpike  road  ts 
Cumberland.  This  valley  is  found  at  the  foot  of  the  western  slope  of  Greea 
Ridge,  a  subordinate  roonntain  chain  immediately  west  of  Town  hill.  li  ii 
diained  by  the  tributaries  of  ^  Fifteen  roile  creek,'  and  the  creek  itself 
flows  for  a  considerable  distance  through  it,  until  it  reaches  a   gap 


the  Springs,  through  which  it  passes,  in  its  course  towards  the 

''  The  distance  from  Baltimore  to  the  Springs  is  about  one  handled 
and  nineteen  miles  ;  one  hundred  and  tiAeen  or  sixteen  of  which  areoa 
the  present  main  route  to  Cumberland,  and  the  remainder  of  the  distance 
along  the  valley  of  *  Fifteen  mile  creek,'  to  the  gap  already  mentioned, 
when,  instead  of  pursuing  the  creek,  the  road  turns  towards  the  weit, 
and  ascends  the  valley  of  'Rock  Lick  run,'  a  considerable  stream,  oas 
of  whose  sources  is  the  branch  so  frequently  mentioned  as  cootaiaiag 
within  its  bed  the  rocks  from  which  two  of  the  springs  flow.  Tbroogk 
this  whole  distance  after  leaving  the  turnpike,  a  most  beautiful  and  ro- 
mantic ride  may  be  accomplished,  the  rise  of  the  valley  being  so  gentle 
as  to  present  to  the  eye  the  appearance  of  a  level  plain." 

On  page  16  the  commissioners  give  a  scientific  declaration  in  relatioa 
to  the  actual  medicinal  qualities  of  the  waters. 

**  Chemically  these  waters  are  regarded  as  holding  in  combination  sal- 
phuretted  hydrogen  gas,  beside  several  saline  compounds,  which  contri- 
bute by  their  action  to  the  effect  of  the  gas.  In  this  respect  thej  resell 
ble  many  other  springs,  both  of  this  country  and  Europe  ;  but  their  rfr* 
semblance  to  the  great  White  Sulphur  Spring,  of  Greenbrier  cooatj, 
Virginia,  is  perhaps  more  close  than  to  any  other  springs  of  great  re- 
sort. A  few  words  will  explain  the  cause  of  the  formation  of  the  wkite 
deposits  to  which  these  springs  owe  their  peculiar  name  of  White  Sal- 
phur. The  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas,  upon  the  access  of  the  water  ts 
the  air,  has  a  great  tendency  to  escape  from  its  combination,  and  itself 
tb  undergo  decomposition  ;  from  this  results  the  separation  of  the  sitlpJisir 
from  the  water,  and  its  consequent  deposition  upon  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
along  with  some  salts  which  are  no  longer  soluble  in  consequence  of  the 
escape  of  the  gases  by  which  they  were  held  in  combination,  and 
hence  we  have  the  white  deposite  consisting  of  sulphur,  sulphate,  aad 
carbonate  of  lime." 

<<  The  analysis  of  the  ^  White  Sulphur,'  by  Prof.  Rogers,  has  never 
been  communicated  to  the  public,  under  the  sanction  of  his  name,  aad 
we  are,  therefore,  unable  to  institute  an  exact  comparison  between  it  and 
the  Carroll  Springs.  The  only  source  from  which  a  knowledge  of  ils 
cornposition  has  reached  us,  is  the  popular  and  widely  circulated  tcJqbm 
of  letters  from  the  Virginia  Springs  by  P.  Prolix,  whence  we  learn  tkKt 
'  it  contains  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  nitrogen,  and  oxygen  (gases),  sal* 
pbate,  carbonate  and  muriate  of  lime,  sulphate  of  magaesia." 

^<  As  regards  temperature,  the  undersigned  conceive  that  the  '  Car- 
roll White  Sulphur  Springs  '  have  decided  advantages,  their  temperature 
being  so  low,  that  beside  furnishing  a  cool  and  refraahing  draughty  thoj 
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are  enabled  to  retain  their  gaseous  contents  much  longer  in  state  of 
combination.     We  found  their  temperature  to  be  from  47  to  48  degrees 
Far.y  a  most  agreeable  temperature  for  a  summer  drink,  being  several 
degrees  cooler  than  the  ordinary  springs  of  this  neighborhood^  which 
range  from  53  to  55  degrees  F." 

*^  Gaseous  conlents, — Sulphuretted  hydrogen,  carbonic  acid.  SoUd 
contenis. — Sulphate  of  magnesia^  muriate  of  soda,  sulphate  of  lime,  mu- 
riate of  lime,  carbonate  of  lime. 

^'  The  temperature  of  the  small  spring  of  common  water  adjacent  to 
Sulphur  Spring,  number  two,  we  found  to  be  48  degrees  F. 

'^  We  pass  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  action  of  these  waters  upon 
the  animal  economy.  We  have  already  been  compelled  somewhat  lo  an-^ 
ticipate  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and  shall,  therefore,  very  briefly  state 
a  few  additional  observations  respecting  it. 

**  Practically  we  had  no  opportunity  of  judging  of  their  effects,  except 
that  they  produced  upon  one  of  the  party  that  accompanied  us,  a  very 
prompt  and  decided  diuretic  action.  Tradition,  in  the  neighborhood,  at- 
tributes great  virtue  to  them,  and  from  the  analogy  of  their  composition 
to  that  of  other  waters,  known  by  experience  to  possess  decided  benefi- 
cial action,  we  cannot  but  anticipate  the  relief  or  actual  cure  of  many 
obstinate  chronic  diseases,  if  their  use  be  persisted  iu  systematically  for 
a  proper  period  of  time,  under  judicious  advice,  and  with  due  regard  to 
regimen. 

'*  Time  alone  can  determine  whether  our  anticipations  in  this  respect 
will  be  realized,  but  we  feel  no  hesitation  in  hazarding  the  assertion,  that 
time  will  corroborate  the  opinion  that  these  waters  possess  all  the  medi- 
cinal properties  usually  met  with  in  White  Sulphur  Springs.  We  anti- 
cipate from  them  alterative,  aperient,  diuretic,  and  diaphoretic  efTects  ; 
and  as  all  the  adjuvants  of  healthy  climate,  pure  mountain  air,  beautiful 
and  romantic  scenery,  with  healthy  exercise  and  recreation,  may  be  ob- 
tained at  these  springs,  we  can  see  no  reason  why  these  anticipations 
may  not  be  realized  ;  why  the  dyspeptic  may  not  recover  the  tone  and 
appetite,  of  which  improper  or  imprudent  excess  may  have  deprived  him  ; 
why  the  sallow  complexioncd  son  of  the  south  may  not  lose  the  yellow 
hue  which  tinges  his  blood,  giving  evidence  of  diseased  hepatic  function; 
and  why  the  suflTerer  from  calculous  and  nephritic  disease  may  not  be 
relieved  from  the  painful  and  distressing  symptoms  to  which  bis  frame 
is  a  martyr.'' 

The  fact  being  familiar  that  great  numbers  from  New  England  an- 
nually Tisit  these  Springs,  has  induced  us  to  extract  more  liberally  than 
under  other  circumstances  wo  should  have  felt  warranted  in  doing,  from 
a  conviction  that  the  true  properties  of  the  waters,  aAer  all,  are  but  im- 
perfectly understood  by  the  multitude  who  go  from  the  north  to  be  healed 
at  the  white  sulphur  fountains. 


"  Vegetable  Diet:* — Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  individuals  whose 
names  are  placed  below,  that  they  are  each  of  them  entitled  to  a  copy  of 
a  new  work  by  the  subscriber,  entitled  ''  Vegetable  Diet,  as  sanctioned 
by  Medical  Men  and  by  Experience,  in  all  Ages  ;"  tut  as  I  know  not 
how,  in  most  instances,  to  forward  it,  free  of  expense  and  trouble  to 
themselves,  I  have  thought  it  the  shortest,  as  well  as  most  satisfactoiy 
coone,  to  ask  them  to  call  on  Messrs.  Marsh,  Capen  &  Lyon,  of  Mb 
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citfy  or  send  to  fhem  ft  irrtften  order  by  some  firieird,  in  either  of  wbick 
cases  a  copj  will  be  furnished,  with  tke  cArner's  tr&me  wriftea  therein. 
Bo$ionf  June  18,  1838.  Wtf.  A.  Alcott. 

Ifame9  and  residence  of  persona  entUled  l#  Ihe  work. — Milo  Ja.  Noftk, 
M.D.,  Hartford,  Conn.;  Wm.  H.  Webster,  M.D.,  Batavia,  N.  Y.  ;  Dl 
S.  Wrigbt,  M.D.,  WbitehaU,  N.  Y.  ;  Caleb  Bannister,  M.D.,  Pln^lps, 
N.  Y.  ;  Lyman  Terry,  M.D.,  Franklin,  Vl.  ;  Lester  Keep,  M.D.,  Fair 
Haven,  Comi. ;  Wm.  Vincent,  £s<|.,  Stontngton,  Cono. ;  Dr.  £leazer 
Parmly,  Dentist,  New  York  city  ;  J.  M.  B.  Harden,  M.D.,  Liberty  Co., 
Gr«orgia  ;  H.  N*  Preston,  M.D.,  Flymoutb,  Mass.  ^  L.  W.  Sberraaa, 
M.D.,  Faimottlh,  Mass.  ;  Joshua  Porter,  M.D.,.  North  BrookfieM, 
Mass.  ;  N.  J.  Knigbt,  M.D.,  Troro,  Mass, ;  Geo.  H.  Perry,  M.D., 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.  (for  L.  R.  Bradley)  ;  Henry  H.  Brown,  M.I>.,  Weil 
Randolph,  Vt.  ;  John  M.  Andrew,  M.D.,  Remsota,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  T. ; 
Josiah  Bennet,  Esq.,  Mount  Joy,  Penn.  ;  Joseph  Ricketnoo,  Esq., 
Joseph  Congdony  Esiq.,  Geo.  W.  Baker,  Esq.,  Jobn^  Howlaad,  Jr.,  Esq., 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 


Hopkins  Medxeal  JhsodtOhn. — At  the  annnsl  meeting  of  the  Hoplins 
Medical  Association,  held  at  Mr.  Fessendon's,  in  t!he  city  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,,  the  following  officers  were  chosen  : — 

Richard  Warner,  M.D.         -        -        .       -         President. 

Alvan  Talcolt,  M.D.  -  -        -  .         Vice  Presideni, 

Archibald  Welch,  M.D'.         ...        -      Recording  fecV 

Henry  Holmes,  M.D.         -        -        -        -         Corresponding  Ser'j. 

Drs.  Warren,  A.  Fuller,  James  Rowland,  and  George  B.  Haw- 
ley,  were  elected  members  of  the  Association.  Drs.  David  S.  Dodgt 
and  Erasmus  D.  Hudson  were  appointed  dissertators  for  the  nest 
meeting.  An  Essay  on  the  History  and  Prospects  of  the  Hopkina  Medi- 
cal Association,  written  by  Dr.  Milo  L.  North,  who  is  now  at  Saratoga 
for  his  health,  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  Dr.  Richard  Warner  read  a 
history  of  typhoid  pneumonia,  as  it  appeared  in  Upper  Middletown  in 
March  and  April,  1838. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  North,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  present  motre 
than  the  following  extract  for  publication. 

'^  An  established  reputation  for  professional  courtesy  and  honor  shoold 
be  an  indispensable  requisite  for  admission  in  the  candidate  proposed. 
The  meanness,  jealousy  and  littleness  of  medical  men  in  former  days 
are,  alas,  too  well  established.  Collegiate  education  and  attendance  on 
medical  schools,  and  the  wide  spread  influence  in  our  country  of  po- 
liteness founded  on  religious  principle,  have  done  much,  not  only  to 
soflen  the  natural  asperity  of  the  physician  himself,  but  to  throw  restraint 
over  him,  by  showing  him  how  pitilul  and  degrading  the  exhibition  ia 
himself  of  low  cunning  and  envy  appear,  in  the  eye  of  his  more  re- 
fined employers.  To  check  these  disgraceful  propensities  in  ouraeWes 
and  the  practitioners  around  us,  and  to  appear  really  noble  and  magnani- 
mous to  those  who  employ  us,  should  be  an  object  both  paramount  and 
permanent  with  every  member." 


CtmnecHcut  Medical  Society. — At  the  afnnua!  convention  of  the  PiresI- 
dent  and  FeUows  of  the  Coiuiecticut  MedioarSbcietyiheid'al  Nmr  Hst- 
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ven.  May  9th;  18S8,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
'  year  :— 

^  Silas  Fuller,  M.D.,  PresiderU ;   Elijah  Middlehrook,  M.D.,     Vke 

President ;  Luther  Ticknor,  M.D.,  TreoBurer  ;  Archibald  Welch,  M.D., 
[  Secretary, 

Cholera  tn  India. — A  city  called  Sterembatoor  has  lately  been  smitten 
again  with  the  scourge  of  the  East,  the  cholera,  which  swept  off  many 
inhabitants.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  desolation  was  this — the  god- 
dess Ammarl,  has  a  temple  in  the  town,  which  had  been  neglected 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  she  therefore,  took  signal  vengeance  on 
I  the  multitude.     Vows  being  made,  however,  it  was  said,  that  when  the 

cause  of  her  rage  was  ascertained,  the  goddess  should  positively  have 
her  just  dues,  the  violence  of  the  disease  had  moderated  a  little  when 
last  heard  from. 


I  Prvmiivct  Notiom.of  Disease. — Mr.  Champion,  who  resides  at  Gigant^ 

in  Southern  Africa,  says  that  if  the  natives  have  a  bruise  or  wound  in 
the  days  of  their  childhood,  they  imagine  that  its  evil  influences  continue 

>  ,  with  them  to  make  them  sick  through  life.     To  pepper  they  attach  great 

healing  qualities,  and  oflen  ask  for  it,  be  their  ailment  what  it  may. 

'  They  eat  it  as  greedily  as  they  would  sweetmeats. 


Plague  t»  Persia, — During  the  last  summer  and  autumn  the  plague 

raged  at  Trebizand  and  the  adjacent  villages  most  fearfully,  forty  or  fifty 

'  persons  dying  daily.     Although  the  mission  families  were  somewhat  ex^ 

!  posed  to  it,  not  a  member  of  it  contracted  the  disease.     It  seems  to  be 

I  making  a  sweeping  circuit  through  that  country,  almost  depopulating 

some  of  the  most  delightful  and  populous  places  in  the  Shah's  dominions. 


Scar^ying  Insirwnenis, — Some  beautifully  made  instruments  may  be 
seen  at  Messrs.  Brewers,  Gushing  &  Stevens's,  90  Washington  Street, 
deserving  the  special  attention  of  practitioners — ^particularly  those  re- 
siding in  the  country,  where  it  is  always  difficult  to  procure  leeches. 
They  are  from  the  celebrated  surgical  instrument  establishment  of  Evans. 
Their  selection  of  pocket  cases  are  equally  deserving  of  attention. 


Medical  School  of  the  Umversity  of  JVew  York, — Dr.  Washington  is 
appointed  to  the  chair  of  Clinical  Medicine,  Dr.  Paine  to  the  chair  of 
Theory  and  Practice,  and  Dr.  Lee  to  that  of  Materia  Medica.  Dr«  Al- 
fred C.  Post,  of  New  York,  has  been  elected  to  the  chair  of  Clinical 
Surgery,  and  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  of  Bahimore,  to  that  of  Surgery,  in  the 
University  Medical  School.  There  is  a  warm  contest  in  the  council  be- 
tween the  friends  of  the  two  prominent  candidates  f|ir  th9  chair  of  Ob*  ' 
stetrics.  Dr.  Beales  and  Dr.  Bedford. 


Hcamalom  in  the  Infant. — Whenever  an  infant  vomits  blood  the  physi- 
cian should  never  neglect  to  examine  the  state  of  the  nurse's  nipples. 
A  child,  three  months  of  age,  vomited  a  quantity  of  blood  for  several 
days,  without  any  discoverable  cause.  At  length  the  mother's  breasts 
were  examined,  when  a  large  ulcer  was  found  on  the  right  nipple,  from 
which  was  derived  the  blood  which  the  infant  vomited. — Z^.Jwrge8.  Med. 
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Wliptd  number  of  deaths  in  Boftoo  for  the  week  ending  June  93d,  23.    Melee,  16— remelac,  6. 

Conauoiption,  S— purpura  hemorrhagica,  l—typhous  fever,  1— dii^ease  of  the  heart,  1— opof^laxj,  I 
— fitd,  1— duicide,  I— malforniaiiun,  1— dropsy  oij  the  brain,  1 — dropyy  on  the  chent,  i — iDiaaUl«,l — 
paJpitatloo  of  the  beait,  1— drowned,  2<>oid  age,  1— invaslea,  1— auddeD,  1— attllborn,  2. 

~  FiUTLLNCTOF^fHE^^MBncURE^  EXTERN  A  lTaPPUCATIONT' 

DR.  A.  G.  UJLL'd  UTi^KO-ABUOMlNAL  dUPPORTEK  U  offered  to  thoM*  afflicted  with 
ProUtfitu  Uteris  or  Falling  of  the  ffomb,nn&  other  disease*  depending  upon  a  relazaUoii  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  fur  relief  and  permanent  reetoratioa  to 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  filled  to  the  form  ol  the  Mtient,  it  lava- 
rlably  aff.trdj  the  mosi  tnnuedtate  Immunity  from  the  distressing  *^^  dra^^ng  and  kearinf  dmrn" 
■ensatlons  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  dlsptacenieuisof  the  abdomen,  and  ttm  nkSk' 
ful  apiilicatiou  is  always  iolloweU  by  an  e.ir^y  confeAsion  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient her»eIC. 
The  dapporter  Is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  nRplied  by  tiie|ialient  without  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  ihrae  years  nearly  i5JJ  of  the  Uuro-MdoMuuu  Sufpin-tsrs  have  been  applied  witb  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  sucoeae  which  thia  iji«trument  haa  met,  warrants  the  assert ioa,  that  itaexaniaa- 
tion  by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  iagraii^ 
ing  tit  Slate  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Asiley  Cooper,  of  London,  Edward  Delafield 
M.i>., Professor  of  Alidwifery,  University  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  of  Profeseors  of  Midwirery  in  ihe 
different  Medical  Schools  of  ihe  IToiied  Slates, and  every  other  Physician  or  Sargeon  who  lias  kad  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  wh6  hat  worn  it. 

Tlie  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vendeJ  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.    The  genuine  Trusses  bear  mj 
■ignature  In  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  uptm  lis  envelope.        _ 
AMUc)  G.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Sabscrlbers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  abi)ve  iasirumente,  all  orden 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOVVt:  &.  RE£D, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  34  Merchants  Row,  Boston. 

'  MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

Thc  M^llcal  Lectures  at  Hanover,  N.  d.,  will  commence  on  Thursday,  the  9nd  of  Auguet  Dext.aad 
eoatinue  thirteen  weeks. 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Obstetrica,  by       -        -----       R.  D.  Mussar,  M.D. 

Physiology,  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jufiaprudence,  by         -  Darikl  Out  vaa,  H.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by       -       -       -       .       -       -       -     J.  DsLAMATaa,  II.O. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by       --------      O.  P.  liceBAao,  M.D. 

Demonnrations  In  Anatomy,  by------        -        Noa.h  WoaoBsraa,  ILO. 

Lecture  fees,  $50.    Matriculating  fee,  $3. 

June  1,  1838.  J13— eep3t 

SARLANDIERE'S    ANATOMY. 

BrsraicjkTiXKD  ANAtoMV,  or  HuaiAif  OROASvooaAPHr,  in  synoptical  tables,  with  naneroae  plaiet, 
for  the  use  of  University  Faculties,  and  Schools  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Academies  of  Paiatiagt 
Sculpture,  and  tlie  Royal  Colleges.  Ity  the  Chst.  J.  SAajuAROisas,  D.M.  Tranalated  from  Ite 
French  by  W.  (\  Roberts,  M.D. 

A  few  copies  of  the  above  for  sale  at  Ticknor's,  corner  of  Washington  and  School  atreeta,  at  obs 
lialf  the  original  subscription  price. 

CLASS   BOOK    OF    ANATOMY. 

Thb  third  edition  of  this  useful  guide  for  medical  students,  Ut  elementary  anatomy  and  phyaiolosy, 
by  Ur.  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  may  be  had,  otdered  by  mail,  of  the  publisher,  R.  8.  l>avis— Joy's  Bsildia^^ 
No.  77  Washington  Street.  A18— if. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscriberl  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  stiidenta,  and  to  connect  a  small  school  with  hte 
private  ef^tablishment  for  lite  treatment  of  invalids  and  fur  surgical  operations.  He  haspiocoied 
convenient  rooms,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  inquiries  and  deoionsifa- 
llons.  ills  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  Ironoitantcascs  as 
occur  In  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSEPH  B.  FLINT, 

fJpruiie/KsZd,  Jaaasry„183tf.  Jan.  17. 

"^TP:  BARE    CHANCE  -FOR   AN    APOTHECARY. 

'n>  let,  int|ye  vicinity  Cf  Boston,  on  most  inAucini  terms,  a  genteel  and  convenient  dwelllaK  . 

together  with  a  sbep  connected  with  the  name,  for  many  years  lucratively  employed  in  the 

drugkiuslndis.  AI:>o  for  sale,  the  present  stock  and  fixtures  of  the  store,  on  terms  ttneemmoaty  ad- 
vantageous. 'I'he  houxe  being  ino.Ht  desirably  located  for  a  residence,  and  the  »tore  being  ceniraUy 
situated  in  a  Nourishing  neighborhood,  and  commanding  an  extensive  and  productive  run  of  retail 
custom,  offer.  Id  anyiretniH^raggist,  who  wishes  for  a  neat  and  convenient  dwflling  and  store  c«»- 
necled,  inducements  seldom,  if  ever,  met  with.  For  a  physician  who  would  lilte  to  nnit«  tJM 
■hop  with  his  practice,  the  stand  is  a  desirable  one  indeed.  The  shop  can  be  let  separate  froin  tbe 
house  if  doifired.  As  the  pre^ant  owner  is  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  this  part  of  the  eouairy, 
on  account  of  ill  health  of  his  family,  it  may  be  had  at  a  barg^iin  if  applied  for  immediately.  Fv 
terms,  apply  to  WM.  C.  STiMPSON  k,  CO.,  Boaloo. 

J13->tf 

THli:  BOSTON  MBDtCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  b^ 
O.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  181  VVaiUington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  wliom  ail  commanicatloas 
BiaatbeadJressed,/»o«e-^aid.  It  is  aNopiililished  in  Monlhtv  Part:*,  each  Part  coninining  the  weekly 
Biimbers  of  the  precedini  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  t3.50  after  thVee  monthly,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowad 
Jlfi'^v.**/'"'*"  S"***  ^nati*.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  ptymettt  i&>iv«M».  a* 
MtisflMtoiy  reference.— Postage  the  aame  as  for  a  Newspaper.  (^  ] 
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GUN-SHO*  WOUNDS. 

•dfi  Extraotfrom  a  Lecture  delivered  hy  Ama$a  Trowbridgej  M.D.j  PrO" 
fessor  if  Surgery  in  the  Willoughby  University  of  IaJu  Erie. 

[Comaunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  avd  Surgical  Journal.] 

TpE  8urgeo0  is  often  called  apoa  t5  dcicide  in  cases  of  commioated 

fractures,  where  the  articulating  extremities  and  cartilaginous  portions 
\    of  a  joint  are  involved  in  the  immediaVe  *in^ry'  by  gun-aifiot*  Wounds. 

K  immediate  amputation  is  defehred  iti  eom^'cimsy  for  the  ronilt  of  the 
'  euppurative  process,  as  some^a'dvisef  more  Uves  may  be  lost  than  limbs 
[    saved.  *      .  . 

I       It  may  be  observed,  as  a  general  rule,  wbese  the  primary  disease  is  of 
i   this  nature,  the  secondary  results  wi|)  probably  destroy  the  patient ;  or, 

if  he  passes  that  istage,  the  affected  member  will  be  lost,  or  the  life  of 

•  the  indtvylual  placed  in  great  jeopardy*    It  is  the  duty,  then,  of  the  sur^ 
,   geon  Jto  amfhitate  soon  after  the  injury.       •  .  . 

I  know  it  is  di^cult  to  spply  this  rule  to  M  casci  in  practice.     I  have 

often  seen  cases*  occur,  wher^  organic  lesions  seemed  to  demand  imme- 

'   diate  amputation ;  ancl  yet,  a  favorable  result  or  perfect  cure  followed 

'   whbout  the  use  of  the  *knife.     I  have  seen  other  cases  of  wounds,  of  a 

,    trifling  nature  compared  with  4hese,  yet  •occasion  deep  regret  for  the 

I    indecision  of  tbe  burgeon,  by  tjfeir' speedy  and  fatat^Ksults.  « 

But,  gentlemen,  if  yob  practise  surgSrjr,  and  gain^the  confidence  of 

an  extensive  eommuniiy.  you  will*beTre«^ueAtly  placed  where  you  must 

make  an  immediate  debisbif;  and  the  result  of,  that  decision  will  settle 

the  fate  as  to  the  life  or  death  of  your  patient,  and  reflect  honor  pr  dts- 

girace  on  your  profession  and  your  own  reputation. 

*  ^  In  tbe  interesting  cases  which*  I  have  described  to  you,  of  lacerated, 
fractured  afid  gun-sbot  wounds,  tb'ei;^  must  be  some  general  principles 
observed,  and  followed,  and  the  application  of  these  principles  to  cases 
constitutes  an  important  part  of  the  skill^nd  duty  of  the  practitioner. 

•  I.  can  assure  you  that  ti^ete  is  none  better  settled  with  me,  than  that 
for  a  siSrgeoii  to  omit  to  amputate  a  shattered  limb  when  there  is  no 
hopes  of  saving  it  in  the  end,  would  b^  disregarding  tbe  advice  of  tbe 
best  writers  on  military  surgery,  and  hi^dUty  as  a  surgeon. 

It  is  urged  against  immediate  amputation,  that  the  patient  is  much 
mutated,  and  bis  system  depressed  and  uninured  to  diseased  aetjon,  at 
the  tiAe  of  reoeiviDg  the  injury  ;  and  that  adip«tation  ought  to  be  de- 
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ferred  until  reaction^  takes  place  and  the  suppurativa  procesp  is.tiied, 
and  then  amputate  if  the  limb  cannot  be  aaved. 

This  shock  to'  the  system,  when  balls  pass  through  the  extremitis, 
is  not  experienced  so  often  as  some  writers  imagine.  In  cases  where  the 
ball  passes  through  large  muscles,  and  thick  portions  of  a  Mmb,  the  pt- 
tient  may  not,  at  first,  be  sensibly  of  pain,  or  even  that  he  has  received 
a  wound.  His  garments  being  stained  with  blood  Is  the 'first  intimatiao 
he  has  of  the  accident.  Even  if  the'bone  is  OactAred^  be  is  first  made 
acquainted  with  it  by  inability  to  use  the  limb.-  Liaise  wounds  of  ^ 
kind  give  but  little  disturbance  to  tbe^general  system,  till  sopo^  tinae  after 
they  are  received. 

I  bad  much  opportunity  to  witness  this  phenomena^  in  maoyjastaoee} 
during  the  late  war. 

Col.  Aspinwall,  at  the  battle  of  Chippewa,*  received  a  gun-shot 
wound  near  the  elbow  joint.  The  Ml  pierced  the  capsules  and  coe- 
dyles  of  the  humerus,  and  yet  he  appeared  to  be  but  little  sfiected  bvit 
He  remained  on  the  field  till  the  bat(le  was  ended,  then  imaiediateif 
suffered  amputation  of  bis  erfh  ivithout  much  pain  or  disturbance. 

I  saw  three  soldiers,  at  Fort  £rie,  during  the  seige  of  1814,  feccrie 
contused  wounds  from  a  cannoo-^ball.  They  were  lying  together  ia  t 
tent.  The  ball  entered  and  carried  qway  both  legs  of  the  first  mi, 
near  the  hip  joints,  shattered  one  of  the*  legs  of  the  second,  near  the 
knee,  and  both  legs  of  the  third,  bejow  the  knees.  In  these  enses  that 
was  but  little  appearance  of  jpain,  or  mentAi  or .  Corporeal  agitadoa. 
They  were  as  composed;  and  expected  efficient*«urgical  aid^  asnhoagh 
their  wounds  bad  been  of  a.  trifling  nature.  The  division  and  ooocossioa 
of  the  parts,  so  contiguous  to  the  ^body  of  the  first,. occasjooed  be  death 
on  the  third  day.  He  was  quiet  and  easy  till  reaction  took  place.  Tki 
second  suffered  immediate  amputation  of  one  leg;  the  third,- oT  bach; 
and  both  recovered. 

Col.  Miller,  who  commanded  an  expedition'  to  Long  Point,  oo  the 
Cana/da  shore,  nearT^  opposite  to  this  i^lace,  receifetl  a  wound  by  i 
bock-shot,  passing" through  a  portion  of  the  capsule  of  the  koee  joiat. 
He  was  suffered  to' pass  intd  extensive  suppuration.  He  languished^  tf 
Buffalo,  for  several  months,  bail  his'  leg  arhputated,  and  died  soon  after 
the  operation.  I  knew  but  little  of  his  habits,  or  the  state  of  bis  gjsneid 
health  or  system. 

Col.  McNeil,  at  the  battle  of  Bridgewater,  received  a  woand  by  ibbd 
passing  a  little  above  the  patella  under  the  ligament  of  the  triceps  nws- 
cle,  which  wounded  the  bursa  and  capsular  ligaments,  and  carried  away- 
some  portions  of  condyles  of  the  femur.  There  was  niuch  conlnsioa 
of  the  parts.  After  suffering  much  pain,  inflammation  anil  supporatiooi 
be  recovered  with  partial  anchylosis  of  the  joint.  He  was  a  inaB  af 
good  constitution  and  habits. 

I  have  met  with  many  similar  results  in  private  practice.  I  bate 
known  a  limb  lost  by  the  effects  of  the  point  of  a  small  knife  passing  lo 
the  capsule  of  the  knee  joint ;  and  I  have  known  a  patient  recot 
with  a  tolerable  use  of  the  knee  joint,  after  a  portion  of  the  capsule  \ 
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soft  parts  were  removed  over  the  outer  condyle,  and  that  so  fractured 
and  detached,  that  a  part  of  it  was  removed  with  a  knife  before  dressing. 

In  gun-shot  wounds,  when  balls  pass  and  fracture  only  the  cylindrical 
parts  of  bones,  fractured  portions  are  sometimes  thrown  into  the  soft 
parts ;  here,  an  opening  ought  to  be  made,  so  that  they  may  be  cast  out 
by  suppuration. 

At  the  siege  of  Fort  Erie,  which  lasted  forty-seven  days,  many  cases  of 
this  kind  occurred  among  the  officers,  as  well  as  soldiers.  Capt.  Cilley 
bad  his  thigh  broken  near  the  middle,  by  a  ball  passing  through  it.  On 
passing  my  finger  1  could  discover  no  bone  in  the  track  of  the  ball,  but 
could  feel  portions  thrown  out  of  their  natural  position  and  resting  in  the 
adjoining  muscles.  Free  incisions  were  made  from  the  outer  portion  of 
the  thigh  to  the  shattered  pieces  of  bone.  Inflammation  and  suppuration 
followed  ;  in  a  few  weeks  the  bones  were  discharged  ;  swelling  and  in- 
flammation extended  but  a  little  distance  from  the  wounded  and  lacerated 
portions;  the  limb  was  extended  and  supported  by  splints  and  bandages, 
and  although  three  inches  of  bone  were  lost,  a  rapid  recovery  and  good 
leg  followed. 

In  all  cases  where  gun-shot  wounds  are  accompanied  with  fracture  of 
the  bones,  free  incisk>ns  ought  to  be  made. 

It  is  remarked  in  Mr.  Tavernier's  Elements  of  Operative  Surgery, 
that  ^'  when  the  thigh-bone  is  fractured  by  a  musket-ball,  the  patient 
dies  with  great  suflfering,  before  the  end  of  six  weeks,  and  but  few  of 
those  escape  in  whom  that  bone  has  been  fractured  in  its  middle  part." 
Had  this  geolleman  witnessed  the  results  following  free  incisions,  be 
itiight  have  had  a  more  favorable  view  of  the  subject. 

A  ball  may  pass  upon  or  near  a  large  artery,  and  tfivest  it  of  all  its 
surrounding  support,  without  its  sustaining  any  other  injury :  but  if  a 
ball  pass  near  a  nerve,  portions  of  the  body  depending  on  such  nerve 
for  its  influence,  may  become  partially  or  totally  paralyzed  for  a  time. 

Gen.  Ripley  was  wounded,  at  the  sortie  at  Fort  Erie,  by  a  musket- 
ball  passing  in  on  Ae  left  side  of  the  neck,  directly  to  the  carotid  artery, 
in  the  direction  of  third  cervical  vertebra ;  striking  this,  it  passed  out  a 
little  forward  of  the  carotid  artery  on  the  opposite  side.  A  paralysis 
and  loss  of  use  of  both  arms  immediately  followed.  Suppuration,  in  a 
few  days,  exposed  both  arteries  to  view.  Compresses  and  bandages 
were  used  to  prevent  aneurismal  enlargements.  Exfoliation  of  a  piece 
of  bone  followed.  Deglutition  was,  for  some  time,  difficult,  and  he  suf* 
fered  from  morbid  secretions  about  the  fauces.  Great  reduction,  by  re- 
peated bleedings,  and  other  means,  saved  the  parts  from  excessive  in- 
flammation, and  a  recovery  followed,  With  some  distortion  and  inability 
to  turn  the  head.  The  paralysb  of  the  arms  continued  for  the  first 
three  months,  with  gradual  change  for  the  better ;  but  an  uncommon 
seasation  was  produced  when  the  hands  or  arms  were  exposed  to  the 
air,  partksularly  to  a  temperature  below  that  of  the  body  ;  pain  in  the  parts, 
and  uneasy  sensations  in  the  whole  system,  would  follow,  which  could  only 
be  relieved  by  warm  applications  and  change  of  temperature  in  his  room. 

This  case  fully  demonstrates  Mr.  Bell's  views  of  the  distinct  functions 
of  diflbrent  nerves.    The  motory  nerves  were  injured  and  produced 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


344  Gun-Bhoi   Wounds. 

Eeralysis  of  the  parts  they  supplied.     The  sensitive,  or  posterior^  not 
eing  injured,  sensation  was  increased,  and  tlie  peculiar  sensatioa  expe- 
rienced, followed. 

Gun-shot  wounds  are  influenced  by  the  state  of  the  general  health, 
and  their  6nai  effects  cannot  be  known  at  their  commencement.  E^l- 
traneous  bodies  may  be  carried  into  wounded  parts ;  we  may  find  two 
openings,  and  conclude  the  ball  has  passed  out,  yet  the  wounded  part 
may  contain  pieces  of  wadding,  portions  of  cloth,  be. 

Gen.  Brown  was  wounded  at  Bridgewater.  The  ball  entered  the  up- 
per portion  of  his  thigh,  a  little  anterior  to  the  trochanter  major,  aod 
passed  out  over  the  inguinal  glands.  He  left  the  army  the  next  day, 
passed  over  to  Buffalo,  add  from  that  to  Barker's,  on  the  south  shore 
of  the  bay.  He  suffered  from  uiflamraation  and  suppuration  of  the 
wound  for  three  weeks ;  after  this  he  convalesced  a  short  time,  and  re- 
paired to  Fort  Erie,  took  lodgings  on  board  of  an  armed  schooner,  and 
anchored  near  the  fort.  Here  secondary  inflammation  took  place,  with 
swelling,  great  irritation,  and  discharge  of  matter  from  the  wound.  A 
piece  of  woolen  pantaloons  was  removed  ;  the  wound  then  soon  healed, 
aod  he  resumed  his  active  duties  at  the  fort. 

Balls  may  enter  the  thorax,  pierce  the  lungs,  and  the  patient  recover. 
If  a  ball  pasd  through  the  thorax  and  lungs,  there  will  be  bleeding  at 
both  openings,  with  rushing  in  and  out  of  air  at  each  inspiration,  and 
coughing,  with  expectoration  of  blood  from  the  mouth. 

Maj.  Tremble,  at  the  sortie  upon  the  British  batteries  near  Fort  Erie, 
received  a  wound,,  by  a  musket-ball,  through  the  right  portion  of  the 
thorax.  It  entered  and  divided  the  fifth  rib  near  its  cartilaginous  ex- 
tri9mity  with  the  sternum,  passed  on  through  the  pleura  and  lobe  of  the 
lung,  divided  the  same  rib  near  its  curvature  towards  the  spine,  and 
passed  out.  He  was  engaged,  at  the  utne  he  received  the  wound,  in 
carrying  one  of  the  enemy's  block  bouses.  He  fell,  and  was  carried 
back  to  the  fort  and  placed  on  a  matrass.  Blood  flowed  freely  from 
his  mouth,  with  occasional  coughing  and  convulsive  aocion  of  the  thorax. 
There  was  great  strugglingy  as  it  is  called,  for  breath,  produced  by  the 
great  quantity  of  blood  passing  the  trachea.  Respiration,  at  times,  was- 
nearly  suspended,  with  feeble  pulse,  and  cold  extremities.  At  each 
expiration,  blood  was  thrown  from  the  external  openings.  I  shall  do€ 
be  able  to  give  you  a  particular  history  of  his  treatment.  I  find  I  did 
not  enter  the  deuils  in  my  note  book.  But  I  well  recollect  that  but 
little  hope  of  his  recovery  was  entertained  till  the  fifth  day  after  be  re- 
ceived the  wound.  From  the  time  of  the  accident  to  this  period, 
bleeding  from  the  external  wounds  had  been  gradually  subsiding,  but 
the  prostration  of  the  powers  of  the  system,  from  the  first  loss  of  blood, 
was  great.  Reaction,  however,  at  this  time  took  place,  and  so  steady 
and  continued  was  it,  that  six  bleedings  within  twenty-two  days  weie 
used,  with  other  mitigating  and  soothing  remedies.  It  was  from  the  re- 
peated bleedings,  Which  prevented  excessive  reaction  and  inflammation, 
with  the  unusual  solicitude  and  attention  of  his  particular  friend.  Col. 
McRea,  who  remained  constantly  with  him,  that  I  attribute  his  final  re- 
covery.    After  the  war  closed,  be  distinguished  himself  in  the  couDcib 
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oT  this  State,  and  was  employed  by  the  general  government  to  transact 
important  business  with  some  of  the  western  tribes  of  Indians.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  in  1822.  His  fatigues 
and  exposures  at  the  west,  the  previous  season,  had  aggravated  an  afiec* 
tion  of  the  lungs,  which  proved  fatal  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at 
Washington. 

If  a  severe  stroke  is  made  on  the  skull  by  a  musket-ball,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  threatening  symptoms  follows,  a  perforation  ought  to  be 
made  through  the  skull,  although  there  is  no  depressed  portion.  It  is  a 
faigh  degree  of  contusion,  and  is  generally  followed  with  inflammation 
and  deposition  of  matter,  on  the  maters  of  the  brain,  and  a  derangement 
of  the  functions  of  that  organ.  This  piece  of  bone,  which  I  present 
you,  was  taken  by  the  trephine  from  a  soldier  wounded  at  Sackett's  Har- 
bor. A  spent  ball  struck  the  side  of  his  head,  near  the  coronal  suture, 
on  the  parietal  bone.  It  denuded  the  bone  and  glanced  off,  carrying  a 
portion  of  the  scalp  with  it.  The  man  suffered,  for  two  days,  with  symp- 
toms of  concussion,  then  recovered,  and  was  apparently  well  for  thirty ' 
days.  After  this,  he  complained  of  pain  in  his  head,  nausea,  and  dis- 
tress at  the  stomach,  with  occasional  chills  and  fever.  This  was  fol- 
lowed in  a  few  days  with  epileptic  fits.  [  first  saw  him  in  one  of  these 
fits.  There  was  a  morbid  state  of  the  parts  first  injured  by  the  ball, 
and  a  sanious  discharge  from  a  small  fistulous  opening  to  the  skull,  and 
this  was  carious  upon  its  outer  surface.  I  applied  a  large  trephine,  and 
took  out  this  piece  of  bone.  You  perceive  a  portion  of  the  inner  table 
was  originally  broken  down,  which  must  have  rested  upon  the  maters. 
There  was  much  thickening  of  the  dura  mater  directly  under  the  in- 
jured bone,  and  some  matter  flowed  out  on  its  removal.  His  fits  subsided, 
and  in  a  few  weeks  he  was  reported  fit  for  duty. 

A  similar  case  occurred  in  my  private  practice  a  few  years  since.  A 
discharged  soldier  came  from  one  of  the  western  forts,  and  was  daily 
afflicted  with  epileptic  fits.  He  informed  me  he  had. been  afflicted  with 
them  for  nine  years ;  that  they  were  caused  by  a  blow  given  him  by  an 
officer  on  the  head,  with  a  cane.  On  examining,  I  found  a  depression 
of  the  upper  portion  of  the  occipital  bone.  The  principal  relief  he 
had  obtained  was  from  repeated  bleedings.  I  recommended  the  use  of 
the  trephine,  and  he  submitted  to  the  operation.  This  is  the  piece  of 
bone  removed.  You  perceive  both  tables  were  fractured  and  depressed^ 
and  the  inner  one  is  much  thicker  than  the  outer,  by  a  deposition  of 
ossific  mater,  and  the  healing  process,  which  occasioned  a  pressure  on 
the  brain.  The  skull  was  so  much  thickened  at  this  point  that  it  was 
difficult  to  remove  it  with  instruments.  Inflammation  and  a  discfaaige 
of  matter  followed  for  three  months,  when  the  wound  healed  and  the 
patient  entirely  recovered. 

I  have  operated  in  several  other  cases,  where  epileptic  results  followed 
injuries  of  the  head,  with  the  same  favorable  results.  I  have  always 
found  the  dura  mater  thickened  and  in  a  morbid  state.  It  was  generally 
extremely  sensible,  and  gave  the  patient  great  pain  when  touched. 
What  agency  this  has  in  producing  these  paroxysms  or  fits,  will  be  a 
subject  for  future  remarks,  when  speaking  of  injuries  of  the  bead.    The 
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surgeon  meets  with  much  perplexity  in  making  distinctions  and  treating 
wounds  of  the  head.  Bad  results  do  not  more  often  follow  extensive 
fractures  of  the  skull  from  blows  or  injuries,  than  from  injuries  that  pro- 
duce concussion  only.  This  every  physician  and  surgeon  ought  to 
know.  And  this  the  friends  of  every  patient  ought  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with ;  because,  the  immediate  amendment  after  an  injury  would 
induce  the  surgeon  to  promise  what  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  per- 
form ;  and  the  patient,  having  his  fears  dissipated  and  his  hopes  excited, 
would  be  the  more  surely  hurt  by  the  disappointment.  The  peculiar 
circuiDstances  of  each  individual  case,  must  here,  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  body,  furnish  directions  to  practitioners  for  their  particular  conduct ; 
rules  laid  down  on  such  subjects  can  only  be  general. 

Many  ancient  surgeons,  and  certainly  a  goodly  number  of  modem 
ones,  when  no  fracture  or  extensive  depression  is  discoverable  on  a  pa- 
tient laboring  under  symptoms  of  disease  which  have  been  described,  io 
consequence  of  violence  offered  to  the  head,  content  themselves  with 
calling  the  case  a  concussion,  and  seldom  search  further  for  the  mischief. 
'  They  perceive  the  skull  is  not  fractured,  and  if  not  depressed,  the  case 
is  a  medical  one,  and  surgical  aid,  they  suppose,  can  be  of  no  use. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  am  not  able  to  refer  you  to  some  American  writer 
for  correct  opinions  on  the  interesting  subject  of  military  surgery.  Mr. 
Larry  is  the  best  practical  writer.  His  works,  though  very  limited,  con- 
tain the  roost  decisive  facts  which  were  drawn  from  extensive  expe* 
rience,  and  comparative  trial  of  doctrines,  which  have  been  taught  id 
European  schools.  He  was  at  the  head  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  French  army,  during  the  diversified  campaigns  of  Napoleon,  which 
afforded  him  great  opportunities  of  judging  from  actual  experience: 
Our  revolutionary  contest  produced  some  eminent  military  suigeons ;  hot 
their  names  can  scarcely  be  found  in  the  records  of  medical  science,  and 
they  have  left  nothing  for  posterity. 

During  the  progress  of  the  late  war,  the  surgeon  who  accompanied 
the  various  divisions  of  the  American  army  on  the  northern  and  westeni 
frontier,  was  sensible  that  the  country  through  which  he  psased,  and  to 
which  he  was  called  for  the  exercise  of  bis  professional  duties,  bad  be- 
fore been  the  theatre  of  war,  and  human  distress  from  disease,  whoae 
cause  was  the  same  that  then  surrounded  him.  He  witnessed  the 
sudden  changes  of  atmosphere,  peculiar  to  countries  surrounding  large  and 
extensive  lakes,  and  the  local  and  general  predisposing  and  excitine 
causes  of  disease*  He  witnessed  the  many  fields  on  which  armies  had 
been  encamped,  and  on  which  surgeons  had  put  in  requisition  all  their 
talents  and  skill,  and  experience,  to  control  or  mitigate  wastmg  pesti- 
lence and  disease.  He  frequently  viewed  decayed  castles,  lorts  and 
redoubts,  where  severe  and  destructive  contests  had  been  carried  oo  bj 
contending  armies,  or  the  more  sanguinary  results  of  partisan  warfare 
or  savage  barbarity  ;  where  singular  and  extraordinary  cases  of  surgery 
had  been  presented,  unparalleled,  perhaps,  in  the  details  and  systems  of 
European  surgery.  And  yet,  not  a  trace  of  the  history  of  these  oocor- 
rences  could  be  found,  that  would  impart  one  ray  of  light  or  infonnatkn 
to  his  anxious  and  inquiring  mind.     Not  even  could  he  trace  the 
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of  those  on  whom  rested  these  arduous  duties.  The  minds  that  bad 
been  directed  to  the  investigation  or  diseases  that  then  prevailed,  and ; 
to  the  direction  of  the  systems  of  the  medical  department  generally, 
had  treasured  up  all  their  knowledge  and  observations,  only  to  be  passed 
into  oblivion  and  forgetfulness  with  themselves. 

A  similar  result  will  probably  follow  the  opportunities  and  researches 
of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  were  attached  to  the  army  in  the  late 
war.  Dr.  Mann  has  published  a  few  facts  which  he  gathered  while 
on  the  northern  frontier  ;  these  you  will  peruse  with  pleasure  and  profit 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  OPHTHALMIA  IN  GENERAL. 

[Tnnilated  from'  the  work  of  S,ichel,and  communicated  for  the  Bledical  aud  Surgical  Jouroal.] 

We  shall  at  present  endeavor  to  establish  some  therapeutic  laws  which 
may  find  their  application  in  the  greater  part  of  these  diseases. 

The  treatment  of  ophthalmia  is  that  of  inflammation  in  geneml  ;- 
being  subject  to  variations  according  to  the  seat,  the  degree,  the  charac- 
ter of  the  inflammation,  its  tendency  to  a  certain  termination,  and  tbe 
causes  which  may  give  rise  to  it. 

Among  the  causes  there  are  some  which  it  is  necessary  to  remove 
before  directly  attacking  the  inflammation,  and  there  are  others  which 
may  be  attacked  with  success  only  at  the  decline  and  sometimes  during 
tbe  convalescence  from  the  ophthalmia. 

Among  the  first,  are  foreign  bodies  which  have  fallen  between  the 
eyelids,  whether  moveable  between  these  and  the  anterior  surface  of 
the  globe,  or  fixed  in  tbe  external  membranes  ;  which  should  be  imme* 
diately  removed.  It  may  happen  that  the  eyelashes  are  turned  towards 
tbe  globe  of  the  eye,  and  then  it  is  indispensable  that  they  should  be 
either  rectified  or  extracted.  When  there  is  only  an  accidental  inver- 
sion, as  sometimes  takes  place  from  rubbing  the  lids,  they  should  be  re- 
placed. But  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  extracted  if  then*  de- 
viation is  the  result  of  a  disease  of  the  border  of  the  eyelids,  as  is  the 
case  in  trichiasis. 

We  may  refer  to  the  first  of  these  classes  of  causes,  tbe  too  strong 
or  long-continued  action  of  the  solar  or  artificial  light ;  this  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  modify,  for  one  cannot  with  impunity  withdraw  tbe  patient 
entirely  from  its  influence.  Also  the  excessive  (atigue  of  the  eyes,  to 
which  we  may  oppose  an  absolute  rest  to  this  organ.  Among  the 
second  class,  we  may  rank  all  the  internal  causes,  such  as  lymphatic 
constitution,  scrofulous  aflfections,  ancient  rheumatisms,  syphilitic  dis- 
eases or  others,  which  should  be  opposed  by  specific  therapeutic  agents, 
which  cannot  always  be  used  without  inconvenience  during  tbe  inflam- 
matory period. 

Without  entering  too  minutely  into  detail  concerning  tbe  symptoms, 
we  shall  consider  the  two  most  important  and  prominent  anatomksal 
cbaracters«<;baracters  which  of  themselves  fix  the  antiphlogistks  treat- 
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nunt,  and  thus  become  the  source  of  the  divinon  of  the  ioflaromatioiis  info 
two  principal  classes,  and  furnish  the  two  indications  to  which  we  should 
attach  the  greatest  importance  in  the  treatment  of  inflammatory  affsc- 
tionsL     These  two  anatomical  characters  are— 

UL  Local  congestion,  that  is  to  sajr,  the  permanent  and  too  abun- 
dant flow  of  blood  into  the  diseased  organ. 

9nd.  The  increase  of  plasticity  of  the  blood  and  its  tendency  to 
decompose  itself  during  life  into  its  constituent  parts,  and  to  pro- 
duce fibro*a]buminous  exudations,  which  become  organized  into  false 
membranes. 

According  as  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  characters  predominates 
in  the  inflammations,  we  may  divi4e  them  in  a  therapeutic  point  of 
view  into  two  classes,  characterized  by  particular  forms,  and  requiring 
di&rent  treatment. 

1st    Inflammation  with  predominance  of  congestion. 

3fiil.  Inflammation  with  predominance  of  the  increased  plasticiiy 
of  the  blood. 

Another  group  might  be  formed  of  those  inflammations  which  ex* 
hibit  an  almost  uniform  development  of  these  two  phenomena. 

If  we  take  into  consideration  these  two  principal  characters,  the  anti- 
phlogistic means  may  be  divided  into  two  groups : 

I.     Means  directed  against  congestion. 

a.    Means  directed  against  the  increased  plasticity  of  the  blood. 

AntuCangesiive  Means. 

Sanguineous  congestion  consists  not  only  in  local  plethora,  bat  al- 
so in  the  morbid  direction  of  the  blood  towards  the  diseased  orggn, 
where  it  is  incessantly  attracted  by  the  inflammatory  irritation.  Heoee 
the  necessity  of  taking  from  the  diseased  organ  or  the  general  system 
the  superfluous  blood,  in  order  to  diminish  the  too  violent  action  of  the 
arterial  system  caused  by  local  irritation  (depletion),  or  of  driving  back 
from  the  organ  affected  the  morbid  current  (repulsion),  or  of  directing 
it  mora  or  less  actively  towards  the  healthy  parts  and  towards  the  sur- 
face (derivation). 

RepuUum  is  suited  to  the  least  considerable  degree  of  inflammation  ; 
to  that  which  resembles  rather  the  simple  congestion ;  but  only  when 
it  is  situated  in  the  external  parts  of  the  organ.  In  most  cases  of  con- 
junctivitis, repulsion  employed  in  good  season  puts  an  end  to  the  dis- 
ease. Cold  water,  a  means  which  one  can  procure  so  easily,  is  the 
best,  the  most  energetic,  and  the  most  sure  of  repulsives,  when  used  in 
a  continuous  manner.  But  there  are  many  inflammations  whose  nature 
is  averse  to  cold — such  is  the  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  for  example.  In 
these  cases,  the  astringents  of  every  nature,  but  principally  the  astrin- 
gent mineral  solutions,  which  we  may  employ  lukewarm,  or  at  the  oidi- 
nary  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  fulfll  the  indications.  The  less  the 
inflammation  is,  the  more  it  approaches  to  the  nature  of  a  simple  con- 
gestion, and  the  more  also  is  it  allowable  to  increase  the  strength  of  the 
oollyrium.    In  the  more  considerable  degrees  of  inflammation,  wa  may 
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make  use  of  a  simple  solution  of  the  acetate  of  lead,  ao  astringent,  the 
antiphlogistic  powers  of  which  are  well  kown. 

Veplttion  may  be  immediate  or  derivative,  that  is  to  say,  it  may  be 
practised  near  to  the  diseased  organ  or  at  a  distance  from  it.  If  the 
former  has  the  advantage  of  relieving  more  quickly  the  inflamed  part, 
by  causing  the  irritation,  the  pain  and  the  compression  to  cease  rapidly, 
a  relief  to  which  the  patients  are  sufficiently  sensible,  the  second  also 
fulfils  the  very  important  indication  of  giving  another  direction  to  the 
morbid  flow  of  blood. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  united  eflfect  of  these  two  depletive  methods, 

I  it  is  well  to  employ  them,  in  severe  ophthalmias,  either  simultaneously 

I  or  alternately  being  made  to  succeed  each  other  at  very  short  intervals. 

I  In  children,  general  bleedings  are  rarely  indicated ;  it  is  nevertheless 

possible  that  we  may  be  forced  to  have  recourse  to  them.  In  adults, 
we  may  often  shorten  considerably  the  duration  of  the  ophthalmia,  and 

I  may  decidedly  diminish  the  danger  in  cases  of  a  great  degree  of  inten- 

sity, by  causing  the  local  bleeding  to  be  preceded  by  a  general  bleed- 
mg  of  from  8  to  16  ounces,  to  be  repeated  in  24  hours  if  the  symp- 

I  toros  do  not  lose  their  intensity.     In  some  cases  it  is  necessary  that  the 

I  bleeding  should  be  carried  to  syncope.     Arteriotomy,  bleeding  from  the 

jugular  vein,  and  that  from  the  nasal  vein,  do  not  appear  to  possess  any 
peculiar  advantages,  and  they  often  require  the  considerable  inconve- 

I  nience  of  compression  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  diseased  organ,  which 

restrains  the  venous  circulation  and  increases  the  inflammation.  Bleed- 
ing from  the  arm  as  simply  depletive,  and  that  from  the  foot  as  revul- 
sive, have  in  our  practice  always  proved  sufficient.  They  may  be  used 
alternately  in  order  to  unite  their  advantages.  The  best  local  bleeding 
consists  in  the  application  of  leeches  over  the  mastoid  process,  to  the 
temple,  or  in  front  of  the  ear.  If  placed  too  near  the  eyelids  they 
often  produce,  in  consequence  of  the  looseness  of  the  cellular  tissue  of 
the  part,  an  erysipelatous  oedema  with  great  swelling  of  the  lids ;  and 
sometimes  ecchymoses,  which  frighten  without  relieving  the  patient,  and 
prevent  the  physician,  for  a  certain  time,  from  examining  the  state  of 
the  eye.  The  same  inconvenience  results  from  applying  the  leeches 
upon  the  internal  surface  of  the  eyelids.  Here,  the  limited  space 
permits  only  a  small  number  to  be  applied,  so  that  the  depletion  is  less 
considerable  than  the  inflammation  caused  by  the  bites.  This  last  rea- 
son, founded  upon  a  long  experience,  has  led  us  to  employ  always  a 
larger  number  of  leeches  in  the  case  of  direct  local  depletion  than  when 
they  are  used  as  derivative ;  indeed,  in  the  latter  case,  we  draw  advan- 
tage even  from  the  irritation  of  the  skin  caused  by  the  leeches,  while  in 
the  former  case  this  irritation  is  an  entire  loss,  and  adds  often,  at  least 
temporarily,  to  the  intensity  of  the  inflammation. 

Derivative  bleedings  may  be  found  useful  either  after  the  local  bleed- 
ings, or  when  a  suppression  of  any  habitual  evacuation,  as  of  the  menses, 
of  an  hemorrhoidal  flux  or  of  an  epistaxis,  furnishes  a  special  indica- 
tion. It  is  in  this  case  that  the  application  of  ten  or  fifteen  leeches  to 
the  anus  or  the  genitals,  cupping  upon  the  back,  the  loins  or  the  lower 
extremities,  may  find  their  application. 
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The  derivative  effect  produced  by  bleeding  is  poweifuilj  aided  hj 
certain  means  of  irritation,  which  attract  the  blood  towards  the  circum- 
ference and  thus  turn  it  from  the  diseased  organ.  Of  this  character  are 
the  foot-bath,  with  mustard  sinapisms  to  the  extremities,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  the  emplast.  resinos.  cantharid.  to  the  back  or  between  the 
shoulders,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  temporary  rubefaction  of  the 
skin.  In  proportion  as  these  derivative  means  of  a  transitory  action  are 
useful,  and  serve  to  aid  the  direct  effects  of  depletion  and  repulsion,  by 
so  much,'  the  more  energetic  agents  which  give  rise  to  a  vesication  of 
ihe  skin,  or  which  keep  up  for  a  long  time  a  puriform  secretion  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  in8amed  organ,  appear  to  us  injurious,  and  rather 
adapted  to  add  a  new  irritation  than  to  relieve  the  primitive  inflamma- 
tion. In  the  course  of  our  experience  we  have  rarely  witnessed  any 
salutary  effects  result  from  these  violent  remedies  in  the  active  periods 
of  ocular  inflammations.  We  believe  that  they  possess  a  marked  ad- 
vantage only  in  the  inflammations  of  the  mucous  textures  accompanied 
by  an  abundant  puriform  secretion ;  for  example,  in  the  blenorrhagic  oph- 
thalmia. It  is  still  necessary,  even  in  these  cases,  that  the  severity  of 
the  inflammation  should  have  been  modifled  by  the  previous  employ- 
ment of  bleeding  and  repellents.  But  we  are  far  from  wishing  to  de- 
preciate the  value  of  these  agents,  used  when  the  severity  of  the  dis- 
ease begins  to  diminish,  or  when  it  is  desired  to  prevent  a  relapse  in  a 
rebellious  inflammation.  In  most  cases  the  application  of  a  blister,  or 
frictions  with  tartar  emetic  ointment  composed  of  a  drachm  of  tartarized 
antimony  and  two  drachms  of  lard,  is  sufficient,  towards  the  decline  oi 
the  inflammation,  to  produce  rapid  amelioration  and  give  to  the  disease  a 
more  decided  progress  towards  a  happy  termination.  It  is  only  in  a 
very  few  cases  which  are  very  complicated,  chronic  and  obstinate,  that 
there  is  any  necessity  for  having  recourse  to  moxas,  to  issues  and  setons. 
Blisters  and  the  tartar  emetic  ointment  have  the  advantage  of  exciting 
an  irritation  which  we  can  readily  arrest  without  danger,  and  afterwards 
reproduce  with  renewed  activity,  whilst  the  more  profound  irritanu,  as 
setons,  &c.,  are  with  difficulty  removed  and  soon  become  an  habituali 
4iseless  and  injurious  secretion — useless,  because,  accompanied  with  a 
very  feeble  irritation,  it  has  not  the  power  of  displacing  an  irritation  of 
a  morbid  and  secretive  character — injurious,  because  it  constitutes  an 
artiflcial  and  additional  morbid  condition,  of  which  the  patient  may  not 
be  able  to  rid  himself  without  great  precaution,  and  sometimes  not  with- 
out serious  consequences. 

Purgatives  act  in  various  ways,  as  depletive,  derivative  or  antiplastic 
agents.  We  speak  of  them  in  this  place  because  they  form  a  kind  of 
introduction  to  the  means  which  belong  to  the  second  class  of  thera- 
peutic indications  relative  to  inflammatory  affections. 

Purgatives,  by  inducing  an  abundant  secretion  from  the  intestinal 
canal,  give  rise  to  the  evacuation  of  a  large  quantity  of  serous  and  fibro- 
albuminous  matter.  This  kind  of  evacuation  is  not  less  important  than 
sanguine  emissions,  especially  when  the  ocular  inflammation  attacks  very 
young  subjects,  in  whom  the  serous  and  fibro-albuminous  parts  predomi- 
nate.   Purgatives  are  still  very  important  when  a  peculiar  morbid  dis* 
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position,  as  scrofula,  is  the  cause  of  the  predominance  of  lymph  in  the 
constitution  of  the  organic  liquids. 

If  the  advantages  of  depletion  by  the  aid  of  pui^atives  are  evident, 
it  is  not  the  less  true  that  they  do  not  offer  the  inconveniences  which 
some  have  wished  to  attribute  to  them.  The  fear  of  their  causing  in- 
testinal irritation  is  not  founded  upon  experience.  Unless  some  pa- 
thological condition  of  the  intestinal  surface  preexist  which  forbids  their 
use,  they  are  well  supported  by  individuals  of  all  ages.  The  increased 
secretion  which  they  excite  is  itself  the  crisis  of  their  first  irritating  im- 
pression upon  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the  surest  security  that  this 
congestion  is  not  transforming  itself  into  a  permanent  or  inflammatory 
'  irritation  ;  thus  the  irritation  is  opposed  and  subdued  by  its  own  effects. 

'  The  second  effect  of  purgatives  consists  in  the  transferring  the  irritation 

'  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  eye  to  another  very  extensive  portion 

^  of  the  mucous  system.     This  powerful  and  favorable  revulsion  is  equally 

'  useful  in  the  inflammations  of  all  the  tissues  of  the  eye. 

f  By  removing  from  the  mass  of  the  blood  a  large  quantity  of  fibro- 

*  albuminous  matter,  purgatives  contribute  to  diminish  the  plasticity  of 

'  this  fluid,  and  thus  already  fulfil  in  part  the  second  indication. 

f  Finally,  they  are  also  useful  in  those  cases,  by  no  means  rare,  in 


which  the  local  inflammation  is  accompanied  and  often  kept  up  by  a 
!  gastric  irritation.     It  is  especially  in  practice  among  the  poor  that  their 

<  employment  is  of  great  value   and  of  extensive  application,  for  the 

1  double  reason  of  the  bad  quality  of  their  food,  which  produces  in  every 

I  disease  frequent  complications  of  gastric  embarrassment,  and  of  the  high 

i  price  of  leeches,  for  which,  evacuants  from  the  intestinal  canal  may 

I  often   be   substituted,  chiefly  in   lymphatic  constitutions.     There   are 

i  cases  of  conjunctivitis  of  a  mild  character  in  which  a  simple  purgative 

alone  fulfils  the  indication  of  depletion,  and  dissipates  at  once  all  the 
morbid  phenomena. 

The  purgatives  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  employing  are,  for 
adults,  the  neutral  salts,  as  the  sulphates  of  soda  and  magnesia.  These, 
beside  their  pugative  effect,  appear  to  have  a  modifying  influence  upon 
the  blood.  With  children  we  use  manna  in  a  dose  of  one  or  two 
ounces,  dissolved  in  water,  or  an  infusion  of  senna  with  coffee,  or  an 
electuary  of  senna  with  prunes  and  cream  of  tartar  or  the  syrup  of  rhu- 
barb. If  we  desire  a  more  drastic  effect,  we  add  scammony  or  jalap,  in 
a  dose  of  a  scruple  for  adults  and  of  half  a  scruple  for  children.  Calo* 
mel  may  be  given  with  jalap  in  a  dose  of  from  4  tp  12  grains. 

Experience  has  taught  us  that  we  may  obtain  suflScient  purgative 
effects  with  the  tincture  of  the  seeds  of  colchicum,  given  to  children  in 
a  dose  of  from  4  to  12  drops,  and  to  adults  in  that  of  from  15  to  20 
drops  four  times  a  day.  This  remedy  is  doubly  useful  in  practice  among 
the  poor,  as  its  cost  is  trifling,  and  because  its  taste  may  be  so  easily 
disguised  in  some  mucilaginous  drink  that  children  may  be  made  to  take 
it  without  difliculty. 

Emetics,  the  action  of  which  is  similar  to  that  of  purgatives,  are  sel- 
dom required  in  inflammations  of  the  eye.  The  depletion  produced  is 
less  complete  than  that  produced  by  purgatives.    The  e&rts  which 
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precede  and  accompany  the  act  of  yomitiDg,  have  the  disadvantage  of 
causing  a  determination  of  blood  towards,  the  head,  and  of -consequence 
towards  the  eyes.  Tartarized  antimony  in  large  doses,  not  as  an  emetic, 
but  as  a  counter  stimulant,  may  be  used  in  violent  ophthalmia  according 
to  the  same  rules  which  have  been  fixed  for  its  use  in  inflammations  of 
the  other  organs. 

There  ara  certain  cases  of  chronic  ophthalmia,  complicated  with  ab- 
dominal plethora  or  rheumatism,  which  are  rapidly  benefited  by  the  use 
of  tartarized  antimony  or  ipecac  in  nauseating  doses. 
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VEGETABLE  DIET,   AS  SANCTIONED  BY  MEDICAL  MEN.* 

Since  this  book  came  from  the  press,  we  have  been  considerably  per- 
plexed in  ascertaining  its  true  value.  Here  is  the  combined  testimony 
of  a  considerable  number  of  physicians,  in  favor  of  abstaining  alto- 
gether from  meats — and  they  give  their  personal  experience  in  regard  to 
themselves,  to  a  considerable  extent.  Now  the  question  arises — what 
degree  of  credit  is  to  be  given  to  these  gentlemea  ?  Have  not  many  of 
them,  particularly  those  residing  in  New  £ngland,  become  hasty  con- 
verts to  the  new  doctrine  of  vegetable  food,  without  having  carried  on 
the  experiment  sufficiently  long  to  settle  a  question  so  important  ? 
Again,  there  are  a  host  of  authorities  quoted,  from  Dr.  Cheyne  down  to 
Dr.  fieaumont,  showing  that  each  and  all  advocated  a  diet  of  vegetable 
food.  Now  passages  mi^ht  be  found,  in  the  writings  of  almost  any  medi- 
cal writer,  which,  when  isolated  or  detached  from  the  rest,  would  favor 
the  project  in  question.  In  fact,  we  are  fully  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
these  very  renowned  authorities  were  as  fond  of  roast  beef  as  the 
modem  consumers  of  the  same  nutritious  article.  Unexpectedly,  we 
find  our  humble  self  drawn  into  the  ranks,  and  our  own  veritable  words 
arranged,  like  a  platoon  of  soldiers,  for  the  defence  of  the  untenable 
scheme  of  feeding  on  simple  vegetable  food. 

,  There  are  conditions  and  circumstances  requiring  peculiar  vigilance  in 
diet — the  veal,  the  mutton,  and  the  turtle  soup  must  at  times  be  aban- 
doned, because  it  is  a  curative  process  to  abstain  from  them  ;  and  it  may 
be  equally  necessar/  to  return  to  them  again  with  moderation,  the  mo- 
ment the  functions  of  organs  have  been  restored,  which  were  injured  by 
their  excessive  use.  The  teeth  alone,  in  man,  without  any  reference  to 
the  structure  of  the  stomach  or  the  elaboration  of  the  gastric  fluid,  show, 
beyond  all  philosophical  contradiction,  that  he  was  destined  to  be  omni- 
Torous.  It  is  because  he  is  omnivorous,  that  he  can  traverse  all  regions, 
and  sustain  himself  in  all  climates.  He  was  designed  to  be  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  world  he  inhabits,  and  that  he  might  be  such,  he  has  a 
■tructure,  both  externally  and  internally,  admirably  conducing  to  that 
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end.  Because  the  animals  are  not  omnivorous,  they  are  confined  to 
particular  regions — and  some  cannot  be  removed  from  the  latitude 
and  longitude  for  which  they  were  created,  without  endangering  their 
existence. 

We  sincerely  believe  that  the  animals  were  in  the  beginning  designed 
for  the  use  of  our  race-^and  we  believe,  too,  without  any  qualifications, 
that  a  sound  state  of  health  here  at  the  north,  requires  a  smaH  quantity  of 
meat  to  be  used.     We  have  never  yet  seen  an  exclusively  vegetable 
eating  individual  who  did  not  show  the  evil  effects  of  it. 

Without  the  least  disposition  to  combat  the  growing  radicalism  in  die- 
tetics, more  rife  in  Boston,  it  is  supposed,  than  anywhere  else,  we  are 
perfectly  willing  that,  as  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  each  one  should 
dine  upon  just  what  he  chooses.  Perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  books  should 
be  multiplied  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  on  others  :  but  meats  will  con-' 
tinue  to  be  eaten  till  the  day  of  doom.  Too  much,  however,  is  usually 
consumed  ;  and  if  Dr.  Alcott  succeeds  in  persuading  his  readers  to  con- 
sume less,  in  a  given  time,  he  will  have  achieved  a  good  work.  But  the 
attempt  to  change  the  order  of  nature  is  a  hopeless  undertaking. 


I  Dr,  Mussey, — For  the  last  twenty  years  this  eentleman  has  been  ofii- 

cially  connected  with  the  medical  department  of  Dartmouth  College,  and 
(  owing  to  his  personal  exertions  the  character  of  the  school  has  been 

'  well  sustained,  although  it  was  feared  that  the  removal  of  the  celebrated 

Dr.  Smith,  to  New  Hayen,  would  lessen  its  influence.     Still  the  institu- 
I  tion  continues  prosperous.     It  is  now  destined,  however,  to  lose  the  la- 

bors of  Dr.  Mussey,  who  has  recently  accepted  the  professorship  of  sur- 
gery in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  located  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  to 
which  place  he  will  remove  with  his  family,  to  take  up  a  permanent  resi- 
dence, at  the  close  of  the  ensuing  lecture  term  at  Hanover.  The  people 
f  of  Ohio  will  secure,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Mussey,  emphatically  the  sur- 

!  geon  of  New  Hampshire.     His  reputation  as  a  successful  operator  re- 

quires no  fostering,  at  our  hands,  to  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have 
I  succeeded  in  drawing  him  from  an  extensive  field  of  practice  in  New 

I  England,  from  a  venerable  college  in  which  he  has  taught  from  his  youth 

t  up,  and  from  all  those  friends  and  associations  which  make  life  desirable 

in  the  land  of  one's  birth. 

The  trustees  of  Dartmouth  College  will  find  it  a  difficult  undertaking 
to  fill  the  chairs  of  anatomy  and  surgery  without  endangering  the  pros- 
I  perity  of  the  medical  school,  at  which  as  many  physicians  have  been 

I  educated,  as  at  any  one,  probably,  in  the  northern  States.     It  is  to  be 

I  hoped  that  they  will  not  be  so  injudicious  as  to  elect  persons  already 

f  holding  professorships  in  other  placee — a  most  fatal  movement,  invariably 

i  — for  it  is  like  a  second  mortgage  on  an  estate — the  first  is  the  best 

f  security. 

I  

f  Medical  College  of  Ohio. — ^All  the  chairs  of  this  institution  having 

I!  been  filled  by  distinguished  men,  extensively  known  for  their  talents  and 

^  acquirements   in    the  various  branches  of  knowledge  which  they  have 

i  been  called  upon  to  teach,  the  prospect  is  altogether  favorable  for  the 

t  future.     In  connection  is  a  hospital,  to  be  under  the  express  direction  of 

,  the  faculty,  where  the  clinical  instruction,  the  most  important  of  all  to 

I  the  student  of  medicine,  promises  to  be  regular,  scientific  and  qrste- 
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matte.  Lastly,  the  direct  patronage  of  the  Legislature  pves  a  degree 
of  character  to  the  effort  which  is  making  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
medical  education  in  the  enterprising  Com  moo  wealth  of  Ohio. 


J^edical  Ir^ormaiion. — A  gentleman  of  Bostorr  being  engaged  in  tho 
preparation  of  a  series  of  medical  statistical  tables,  which  will  be  gee* 
erally  interesting  to  every  medical  practitioner,  is  desirous  t»f  receiving, 
from  responsible  sources,  an  exact  list  of  the  professors  in  all  the  medi- 
cal institutions  in  the  United  States  ;  the  value  of  their  several  libraries; 
general  remarks  upon  their  museums';  also  the  names,  locations,  officers 
and  objects  of  all  the  medical  associations,  both  in  counties,  cities  and 
states  ;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  names,  age  and  time  of  decease  of 
eminent  medical  men,  who  from  time  to  time  were  officially  associated 
with  such  institutions.  Communications,  transmitting  this  kind  of  infor- 
mation, may  be  directed  to  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal.  If  pamphlets  are  transmitted,  the  names  of  officers  which  are 
inserted  with  a  pen  must  be  plainly  written.  The  first  of  October  is 
as  late  as  such  papers  can  be  received,  to  be  of  any  service  to  the 
author. 


Medical  College  of  RichtMndy  Virginia. — The  Trustees  of  Hampden 
Sidney  College,  having  organized  a  medical  department,  and  located  it 
in  the  city  of  Richmond,  announce  that  the  winter  term  of  lectures  in 
this  department  will  commence  on  Monday,  Nov.  5th,  1838,  and  will 
continue  until  the  last  week  in  March,  making  a  period  of  five  calendar 
months. 

Rfidical  Cure  of  Prolapsus  Uteri. — M.  Velpeau  recently  performed 
the  following  operation  in  an  old  case  of  prolapsus  of  the  womb,  com|^i- 
cated  with  a  cystocele. 

Pinching  together  the  mucous  coat  of  the  vagina,  he  cut  away  three 
slips  of  it,  one  from  the  anterior  part,  and  the  other  two  from  the  sides  of 
the  canal.  Each  of  the  slips  was  nearly  an  inch  wide,  and  two  and  a 
half  inches  long.  M.  Velpeau  had  previously  inserted  the  ligatures,  so 
that  there  was  no  difficulty  experienced  in  bringing  the  edges  of  the 
wound  together.  Three  months  had  elapsed  when  the  report  was  made, 
and  the  operation  had  been  successful. — Philad.  Med,  Examiner, 


Cysiaplasly, — M.  Jobert  lately  presented  to  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Medicine,  a  female  whom  he  had  cured  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula  by  the 
following  simple .'  operation.  The  fistula  was  about  an  inch  in  diameter, 
and  the  consequence  of  difficult  labor.  M.  Jobert  having  refreshed  the 
edges  of  the  fistula,  dissected  off  a  flap  from  the  external  labium,  and 
united  it  by  suture  with  the  refreshed  edges  of  the  sore.  The  first  at- 
tempt failed,  but  the  second  met  with  the  most  complete  success.— fVendk 
Lancet. 

Kermes  Mineral  in  Pneumonia. — Dr.  Lemarehand,  of  Le  Mans,  pub- 
lishes several  observations,  in  the  Journal  des  Connaissances  Medice- 
Chirurgicales  for  February,  illustrative  of  the  good  effects  of  kermes 
mineral,  in  large  doses,  in  conjunction  with  general  and  local  bleeding, 
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oounter-irritation,  &c.,  in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia.  His  cases  show 
rapid  amelioration  of  the  symptoms,  under  the  use  of  the  remedy,  which 
was  not  followed  by  either  diarrhcea  or  vomiting. — Philad.  Med.  Exam. 


Vaccinatum, — A  notion  has  been  entertained  by  not  a  few  that  the  vac- 
oinW  matter  has  lost  its  influence  by  time  ;  but  this  is  not  supported  by 
the  analogy^f  any  other  poison.  The  virus  of  smallpox  itself  has  lost 
nothing  of  its. force  in  the  course  of  200  years  ;  and  we  are  enabled  to 
state  a  strong  fact,  with  perfect  confidence,  in  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  vaccine  matter  at  present,  viz.,  that  of  more  than  70,000  vaccinated 
in  descent  with  successive  portions  of  the  matter  originally  collected  by 
Dr.  Jenner,  38  years  ago,  vaccination  has  manifested  its  peculiar  influ- 
ence in  all  ;  though  of  this  number  some  hundreds  have  been  subjected 
to  the  severest  trials  by  exposure  to  smallpox  in  its  most  fatal  form. — 
London  Vaccine  Establishment  Report. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  Catholics  at  St.  Louis  have  a  hospital,  chiefly 
managed  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  Six  hundred  patients  were  received 
in  it  last  year,  of  which  number  only  seventy  died. — Scarlet  fever,  of  a 
malignant  type,  has  been  prevailing  at  Thompsonville,  Conn. — A  child 
in  Lowell  lost  its  life  by  swallowing  percussion  caps.  Twenty-one  were 
found  in  the  stomach  and  twelve  in  the  small  intestines,  af\er  death. — 
Smallpox  exists  at  West  Dennis. — The  proceedings  of  the  President 
and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  in  convention,  in  May, 
have  been  published  in  a  pamphlet. — Dr.  Cunningham,  of  the  Medical 
College  of  Georgia,  believing  that  the  interest  of  the  school  would  be 
advanced  by  diminishing  the  number  of  professors,  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion of  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice,  which  was  accepted.  Dr.  Ford 
was  immediately  elected  professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of 
Medicine.  Dr.  Newton  has  become  demonstrator  as  well  as  professor  of 
Anatomy. — No  election  has  yet  been  made  of  a  professor  of  Theory  and 
Prctice  in  the  newly  organized  medical  college  at  Albany. — Dr.  David 
Rodgers  has  received  the  appointment  of  professor  of  Surgery  in  Geneva 
College,  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  New  .York. — A  man  lived 
eight  days,  in  Paris,  afler  swallowing  one  ounce  of  concentrated  sulphu- 
ric acid.  On  examination  of  the  pharynx  and  tongue,  af\er  death,  they 
were  found  free  from  ulceration  ;  the  whole  mucous  membrane  of  the 
oesophagus,  however,  was  black,  and  detached  from  the  muscular  tissue. 
-—Mr.  William  Darword,  of  Montrose,  Scotland,  has  signified  his  inten- 
tion of  giving  10,000/.  for  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  in  that  ancient 
place,  for  aged  and  inflrm  people,  and  orphans  and  deserted  children. — 
Dr.  Tweedie,  the  well-known  writer,  and  Physician  to  the  London  Fever 
Hospital,  will  soon  commence  the  publication  of  a  series  of  volumes,  to 
be  called  the  Library  of  Medicincy  assisted  by  a  host  of  eminent  profes- 
^sional  men.  Each  volume  is  to  contain  400  closely  printed  pages. — The 
'*  startling  narrative  of  MissBrackett's  imaginary  voyage  through  the  air, 
with  Col.  Stone,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  while  under  the  influence  of 
animal  magnetism,"  is  selling  at  a  most  productive  rate  in  London. — The 
Board  of  Health  established  at  Rome,  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
Asiatic  cholera,  has  lately  published  its  report,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  number  of  persons  attacked  by  the  disease  was  9372,  of  whom 
6419  died. 
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DiBD^n  New  Haven,  Ct  18th  alt,  Thomas  Habbard,  M.D^  63 ;  ibr  ae^eial 

years  he  was  Presideot  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  he  succeeded  the  late 
Dr.  Nathan  Smith  in  the  Professorship  of  Sargery  in  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College.— In  Tiverton,  on  the  15th  ult.,  Dr.  Samuel  West,  aged  64.— In 
London,  of  the  prevaUing  typhooa  fever,  Dr.  Fergus,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurispni- 
dence  in  King's  College,  28 ;  also,  of  the  same  disease.  Dr.  C.  J.  Johnstone,  jphy- 
sician  to  the  Fonndhng  Hospital — At  Edinburgh,  Dr.  John  Home,  son  of  the 
professor  of  that  name  in  the  University. 

Whole  number  of  deatbe  in  Boeton  for  the  week  endinc  ^nne  30, 33.    Males,  19— fenales,  90. 

Contamptlon,  4— eroop,  3— diarrhoa,  1— laos  fever,  I— canker,  1— cholera  infafl«am,  1— drowned, 
3— in&ntite,  4— Inflammallon  of  the  bowele,  9— dropay  in  the  bead,  l^old  afee,  9— paialTtie,  1-- 
■earlet  fever,  1— fotemperance,  l—childbed,  1— inflammation  of  the  Inngi,  1— dropaj  on  the  bnl»» 
9— raptare,  1— atillborn,  I. 


RARE   CHANCE   FOR   AN   APOTHECARY. 

To  let,  fn  the  Ticinity  of  Boston,  on  most  inductnc  terms,  a  genteel  and  convenient  dwelling 
together  with  a  shop  connected  with  the  same,  for  many  years  lucratively  employed  in  the  relafl 
drug  business.  Also  for  sale,  the  present  stock  and  fixtures  of  the  store,  on  terms  uneomnMmly  ad> 
vanlageous.  Vhe  house  being  most  desirably  located  fur  a  residence,  and  the  store  being  centrally 
situated  in  a  flourishing  neighborhood,  and  commanding  an  extensive  and  productive  mn  of  retail 
custom,  ofler  to  any  retail  druggist,  who  wishes  for  a  neat  and  convenient  dwelling  and  store  con- 
nected, inducements  seldom,  ir  ever,  met  with.  For  a  physician  who  would  like  to  unite  the 
shop  ivitji  his  practice,  the  stand  is  a  desirable  one  indeed.  The  shop  can  be  let  separate  from  thn 
house  if  deiired.  As  the  present  owner  is  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  this  part  of  the  country, 
on  account  of  ill  health  of  bis  family,  it  may  be  had  at  a  bai^ain  if  applied  for  immediately.  Fot 
terms,  apply  to  WM.  O.  STMlPaON  k,  CO.,  Bostoa. 

J13~tf 

MEDICAL  U«f8TRUCTION. 

T«B  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  rooB 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  be  open  to  the  students  at  all  bourn.  1'hey  will  hnvn 
accsAs  lo  Sin  extensive  medicdl  library,  and  every  other  uecessary  facility  for  the  aoquiremeBi  of  a 
tliorough  medical  education. 

Opportunities  will  be  oflt^red  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  In  Cwt  Diaptonnij 
districts,  embracing  ^ards  1 , 2  and  3,  and  t«  etue$  wlUck  will  be  treated  at  the  roam  daUff. 
Instruction  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week 
Sufficient  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

For  further  information,  application  maybe  made  at  the  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  orta 
the  subscribers.  fiPURAIM  BUCK,  M.O. 

ASA  B.  SNOW,  M.D. 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.D 
Boston,  JSugUMt  9, 1837.  HENRY  G.  CLARK,  M.D. 

JOSEPH  MORI  ARTY,  M.a 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  inatructioa, 
aud  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  rocaiva 
clinical  lectures  on  the  c:i-*es  they  witness  there.  Insiruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  evt>ry  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  «nd  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  bv  Da.  CBsmuao. 
On  Physiology,  Pa:hology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,           -  -     "      Da.  Wamm. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,        -           .....  «      Da.  Grit. 

Oo  Anatomy, "Da.  Lawit. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  In  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  Ivfa 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportaoities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Aaala 
my  are  not  Inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.    No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  seciuity  af 
peraon  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Appi  icaiioas  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Waiter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  H» 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

.  Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTI8,  JR. 

Wll^LOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

CLA8S  BOOK    OF   ANATOMY. 

The  thi^d  edltion^of  this  useful  guide  for  medical  students,  in  elementaiy  anatomy  and  pbysiolof  y, 
by  Dr.  /.T.  C.  SIlLfth,  may  be  had,  ordered  by  mall,  of  the  publisher,  R.  S.  Davis— Joy's  Building— 
No.  77  Washington  Street. AI8— tf. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  bf 
D.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  commnnicatlona 
mnstbeaddressed,pofft-pa(d.  It  ts  also  published  in  Monthly  Partrt.each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,M  a 
I™^***''*2*^'*^'^*"*^JL**';®®  ™<>"^*»»»"^  #4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
2S3»/2I«  Jlf *^^  «^««i:-pf<*«"  from  »  d»«uince  most  be  accompanied  by  psjmeaC  la  advaaen  ar 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  sane  as  for  a  Nawspnnar.  . 
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LECTURE    ON   ULCERS. 

DEX.1TERED    AT  THE  PHILADELPHIA    MEDICAL   IKSTITDTE,   BY  TflOMAS  HARRIS,   H.D. 
8UHOEOH   TO  THE    rEKRe^TLYANI A     HOSPITAL. 

In  common  language  an  ulc^r  and  sore  are  used  as  synonymous.  The 
term  ulcer  is  derived  from  a  Greek  word,  signifying  to  draw,  because  it 
was  thought  that  peccant  and  unhealthy  humors  of  the  bgdy  were  elimi- 
nated through  it.  Hence  the  old  practice  of  dr.essiag  sores  ^ith  such 
stimulating  salves  as  proiqote  purulent'  discbllrges.*  This  doctrine  is 
.now  happily  repudiated.  Thave  already  told  you  that  suppuration  is  a 
destructive  process,  depending  on  derangement  in  the  action  of  the  ca- 
pillaries, which  secrete,  in  a  healthy  state,  both  tl^  solids  and  interstitial 
fluids  of  the  body.  Ulceration  is  a  mere  compound  action,  consisting  of 
the  formation  of  little  organic  or  fleshy  eminences,  called  granulations, 
connected  with  the  secretion  of  pus.  The  class  of  capillaries  ihat  se- 
crete the  solids  of  the  body  are  now  engaged  in  building  granulations, 
while  those  capillaries,  which^  in  their  natural  state,  secrete  the  intersti- 
tial fluids,  during  the  process  of  ulceration  secrete  pus.  Burns  and 
other  surgical  pathologists  ^re  of  opinion,  that  wj^^n  .ihere  are  no  gi*anu- 
lations,  perfect  or  imperfect,  healthy  or  the  contrary,  there  can  be  no 
ulceration.  Ulceration  is  a  restorative  process,  in  which  healthy  flesh, 
or  granulations,  are  secreted.  Where  .there  are  no  granulations,  it  is  a 
''  mere  suppurat'uig  surface."  Although  I  concur  in  opinion  with  tbdse 
gentlemen,  still  I  will,  for  theisake  of  custom  and  convenience,  continue 
the  .old  nomenclature. 

Ulcers  are  divided  into  healthy  or  simple,  indolent,  irritable,  and 
phagedenic.  The  simple  healthy  ulcer  is  commonly  the  result  of  an 
alKScess,  and  is  met  with  in  a  sountl  constitution.  Its  characters  are 
florid  and  pointed  granulations,  having  an  even  surface,  but  slightly  ele- 
vated above  the  surrounding  skin,  and  covered  by  a  matter  of  the  color 
and  consistence  of  cream.  By  granuktions,  1  mean  those  little  emi- 
nences springing  ftom  the  cellular  tissue,  by  which  the  surface  of  an  ulcer 
is  covered.  They  present  a  reticulated  structure  when  examined 
through  a  microscope. '  Their  bases  are  broad,  and  they  contract,  as 
they  approach  the  surface,  to  about  one  third  of  their, origtnai  diameter. 
When  the  constitution  is  sound,  and  tlie  body  in  a  healthy  condition, 
they  spring  up  very  rapidly.  They  evince  a  great  disposition  to  unite 
one  with  anoth^,  and  from  this  natural  process  we  derive  useful  hints  in 
their  treatment. 
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When  the  solutioD  of  contimiity  is  entireJy  filled  up  by  red  and  eveii. 
granulations,  secreting  a  yeHov^ish  pus,  the  process  of  cicatrization  com* 
mences..  A  white,  shining,  transparent  film  covers  the  sucface  of  the 
sore.  The  cutis  vera  is  first  formed,  the  cuticle  next,  and  the  rete  mu* 
cosum  last  of  all.  Thus  we  can  account  for  the  difference  of  color  in  a 
cicatrix  which  often  exists  so  long.  This  is  peculiarly  the  case  ^ith  the 
negro.     Sometimes,  indeed,  the  rete  mucosum  is  never  regenerated. 

Of  all  the  remedies  which  have  been  proposed  to  cure  ulcers,  not  . 
one  deserves  the  name.  Ulceration  isa  natural,  restorati^  process,  in- 
stituted to  repair  some  injury.  All  that  the  surgeon  can  do  is  to  assist 
the  healthy  action  which  is  going  on.  A  poultice  at  first  will  be  found 
a  very  soothing  and  comfortable  application.  When  the  granulations 
have  risen  near  the  surface,  the  poultice  should  be  removed ;  it  relaxes 
and  weakens  the  parts,  and  now  does  harm.  Simple  cerate,  adhesive 
plaster,  or  dry  lint,  may  be  substituted.  Au  oval  piece  of  dry  lint  may 
be  applied  to  the  centre  of  the  sore.  Sometimes  the  granulations  be- 
come too  luxuriant,  and  are  said  to  be  fungous ,  or  are  termed,  in  com- 
mon language,  proud-fltsht  In  such  cases  they  may  be  compressed  by 
the  means  just  riieniioned.  When  languid  we  must  apply' some  stimu- 
lating application.  Numerous  ointments,  have  been  proposed  to  effect 
this.  Tliese  greasy  substances  are  very  apt  to  irritate  the  sore,  on  ac- 
count of  their  becoming  rancid  from  the  heat  of  the  parts.  I,  tlierefore, 
commonly  prefer  using  the  same  articles  in  the  form  of  washes.  These 
may  be  applied  on  a  piece  of  lint  to  the  surface  of  the  ulcer,  and  tlie 
whole  covered  by  oiled  silk  to  prevent  evaporation.  The  black  and 
yellow  washes,  solutions  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  sulphate  of  copper, 
may  be  used  for  this  purpose.  Attention  must  be  paid  to  the  diet  of 
the  patient,  as  well  as  to  his  general  health,  and  all  stimulating  driok 
and  food  must  be  forbrdden.  The  part  must  also  be  kept  at  rest.  I 
may  mention  that  witiiin  a  few  years,  in  the  London  Hospitals,  cold 
water  has  been  found  a  very  pleasant  and  excellent  application  to  ulcers. 

Sometimes,  from  bad  treatment,  or  from  impaired  constitutional 
powers,  the  ulcer  assumes  an  indolent  character,  evincing  an  indisposi- 
tion to  heal.  There  are  no  graitulations  ;  tlie  surface  is  flat  and  shining, 
glassy,  and  semi-transparent.  The  edges  are  smooth,  rounded,  elevated 
and  protuberant,  making  the  chasm  in  the  flesh  appear  much  deeper 
than  in  reality  it  is  ;  for  it,  in  fact,^is  but  little  below  the  level  of  the 
skin.  Indolent  ulcers  occur  generally  in  parts  remote  from  the  centre 
of  the  circulation,  as  the  leg ;  and  are  most  frequently  met  with  in  in- 
temperate habits.  Local  means  will  effect  but  little,  unless  the  consti- 
tution is'attended  to.  You  must  first  regulate  this.  A  good  pill  to  im- 
prove the  secretions,  and  conduce  towards  this  end,  is  the  following  :— 
K.  Extract  colocynth.  com  p.  gr.  xxiv.  ;  pil.  bydrarg.,  pulv.  rhei,  aa 
gr.  xij.     Ft.  massf.  et  div.  in  pil.  no.  xii.     Sig.     Two  or  three  at  night. 

Where  gastric  derangement  .exists,  as  we  often  find  in  persons  of 
luxurious  habits  of  life,  I  have  found  no  mixture  so  excellent  as  the  fol- 
lowing. Indeed,  in  several  forms  of  dyspepsia,  especially  in  those  con- 
nected with  irritation  of  that  viscos,  I  look  upon  it  as  invaluable.  R. 
Extract-  taraxici,   3  j. ;   potaiss«  tart.   3  vj, ;  sods  bi-oar b.  3J. ;  tioct. 
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rbei,  i3vi. ;  aq.  bullient.  Oj.    M.  ft.  inrus.     Sig.     A  half  a  iviDerglaBil 
full  three  times  a  day. 

Place  your  patient  in  bed,  elevate  his  Iimb|  and  apply  a  poultice. 
You  must  then  employ  stimulating  applications.     Of  these  there  are  a 
greut  number,  and  you  will  find   it  advantageous  to  be  acquainted  with, 
and  en)ploy,  perhaps,  all.     It  is  very  necessary  to  change  frequently 
your  applications  in  the  treatment  of  all  kinds  of  ulcers.     An  ulcer  will 
do  very  well  for  some  days  under  one  application,  which  will  then  lose 
its  effects,  aud  you  must  resort  to  another  and  another,  until  you  suc- 
ceed in  accomplishing  a  cure.     The  fermenting  poultice,  made  by  mix- 
ing Indian  meal  and  porter,  and  putting  them  before  the  fire  to  ferment; 
poultices  containing  the  chloride  of  lime  or  soda  ;  the  black  and  yellow 
wash,  and  the  solutions  of  the  sulphate  of  copper  or  zinc,  with  a  bost  of 
others,  may  b^  mentioned.     A  solution  of  nitric  acid — fifty  drops  to  the 
pint  of  water — is  highly  recommended   by  Sir  Aslley  Cooper,  in  this 
form  of  ulcer.     An  excellent  application  to  an  indolent  ulcer,  and  one 
which  I  frequently  employ,  consists  of  equal   parts  of  bees-wax  ancj 
Venice  turpentine,  melted  together,  ^nd  poured,  when  cooling,  into  the 
ulcer,  and  confined  there  by  strips  of  adhesive  plaster.    So  long,  however, 
as  the  edges  remain   in  the  callous  and  undermined  condition  before 
I       mentioned,  it  is  impossible  to  cure  the  ulcer.     They  must  be  remove4 
»       by  the  knife  or  caustic.     The  method  usually  employed  is  to  apply  over 
the  ulcer  a  piece  of  adhesive  plaster,  cut  to  fit  the  sore,  and  then  to 
^       burn  off  the  edges  with  the  caustic  potash.     A  plan  of  treatment  for  in- 
dolent ulcers  was  proposed,  some  years  ago,  by  Baynton.     It  consisted 
1       of  the  application  of  adhesive  straps,  encircling  three  fourths  of  the  leg, 
r       with  holes  cut  in  them  to  permit  the  passage  of  the  matter.     This  plao 
sometimes  succeeds  very  well,  but  I  have  seen  it  prove  very  injurious, 
t       Baynton  says,  that  by  adopting  this  method  the  necessity  of  confinement 
to  bed  is  obviated,  he  allowing  the  patient  to  walk  about.     I  never  yet 
saw  a  case  of  ulcer  where  motion  did  not  do  harm.     One  variety  of  the 
[       indolent  ulcer,  and  a  very  common  form  of  the  disease,  is  connected 
;       with  an  enlarged  or  varicose  condition  of  the  veins.     This  is  the  result 
(      of  phlebitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  veins,  for  in  every  case  we  find 
J      them  preternaturally  thickened  ;  they  are  four  times  as  thick,  and  often . 
f      twice  as  long,  as  natural.     The  veins  are  very  tortuous,  and  return  on 
themselves.     The  valves  do  not  act,  and  the  column  of  blood  has  no- 
^       thing  to  sustain  it.     Ambrose  Par^,  and  the  old  surgeons,  were  in  tbe 
^       habit  of  removing  the  enlarged  venous  cluster  by  the  actual  cautery. 
^       This  was,  of  course,  a  very  cruel  and  unnecessary  procedure.    Another 
,       practice  is  to  cut  down  and  apply  a  ligature  to  the  vessel.     Tlus  is  a 
I       very  dangerous  operation,  fatal  phlebitis  often  following  it.     Sir  Astley 
states,  that  he  would,  in  his  own  case,  rather  have  a  ligature  applied  to 
^       bis  femoral  artery,  than  have  his  saphena  vein  tied.     Sir  Benjamin  Bro- 
^       die  proposes  to  divide  the  vein ;  for  this  purpose  he  introduces  a  narrow, 
,       slightly  curved  bladed  bistoury,  with  its  cutting  edge  on  the  convex  side, 
I       between  the  integument  and  vein,  and  turning  the  back  to  tbe  former,  cuts 
I       tbroMgb  the  vessel.     Reunion,  however,  is  found  to  follow  this  operation, 
I       aojd  ibe  varicose  condition  to  return.     Id  the  early  stage,  leeching  along 
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the  course  of  the  rein,  aided  by  compression,  is  often  sufficient  to  efiecl 
a  cure.  If  the  disease  has  existed  for  any  lime,  an  operation  become? 
necessary.  The  one  1  have  been  in  the  habit  of  performing,  is  that  pro- 
posed originally  by  Dr.  Hartshorn,  of  this  city.  You  cut  down  upott 
the  vein,  dissect  out  aboat  two  inches,  and  remove  it ;  you  then  apply  a 
compress  above  and  below  the  wound,  and  con&ne  the  whole  limb  by  a 
bandage.  The  first  dressings  are  to  be  suffered  to  remain  four  or  five 
days.  I  have  now  performed  this  operation  fifteen  times,  and  in  but 
one  instance  did  any  bad  effects  follow.  That  patient  had  an  attack  of 
phlebitis,  from  which  he  recovered.  The  French  surgeons  have  lately 
proposed  a  new  operation  for  this  affection ;  it  consists  in  passing  a  nee- 
dle through  the  vein  and  confining  it  there  for  several  days  by  means  of 
a  ligature.  I  have  tried  it  lately  in  a  case  of  varicocele,  and  with  suc- 
cess. On  the  same  principle,  Fricke,  of  Hamburg,  passes  a  ligature 
through  the  vein,  and  permits  it  to  remain  in  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
to  excite  the  requisite  infiammation  for  the  obliteration  of  the  vessel. 
Listen,  and  other  English  surgeons,  apply  caustic  to  that  portion  of  the 
vein  which  is  healthy,  until  inflammation  occurs  and  its  cavity  is 
destroyed. 

The  next  description  of  ulcers  to  which  I  shall  direct  your  attention 
is  the  irritable  ulcer.  This  may  be  recognised  by  the  great  pain  it  occa- 
sions, the  jagged,  irregular  edges ;  the  florid,  unequal  granulations,  and 
the  bloody,  foetid,  and  ichorous  discharge.  The  constitutional  symptoms, 
too,  are  often  very  severe  and  distressing.  Pressure  on  the  part  occasions 
intense  suflfering  ;  the  weight  even  of  a  poultice  will  sometimes  produce  a 
great  deal  of  pain.  Various  local  applications  have  been  recommended ; 
among  these,  fomentations  with  poppy  heads  will  be  found  very  soothing 
and  serviceable.  The  mucilages  of  flax  seed,  slippery  elm,  and  sassa- 
fras, you  will  also  find  very  advantageous  when  inflammation  exists ;  in- 
deed, when  this  occurs  to  any  extent,  you  must  resort  to  leeching  ;  your 
leeches  must  be  applied  around  the  ulcer,  to  the  sound,  uninflamed  skin. 
Sir  Astley  Cooper's  anodyne  lotion  you  will  find,  at  times,  a  valuable 
application.  We  use  it  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  with  a  great  deaf 
of  success.  It  is  composed  of — R.  Extract,  opii,  3ss. ;  pulv.  acac. 
3tss. ;  aq.  calcis.  Jivss.     M.  ft.  sol. 

But  the  great  secret  in  the  treatment  of  every  description  of  ulcer,  as 
I  have  before  told  you,  is  to  change  constantly  your  applications ;  when 
you  find,  one  losing  its  effects,  try  another,  and  so  on.  In  the  treatment 
of  indolent  ulcers  the  greatest  benefit  is  derived  from  the  internal  use  of 
opium  and  calomel.  Some  surgeons  are  of  opinion  that  the  anodyne 
alone  will  answer,  but  my  experience  is  in  favor  of  the  addition  of  the 
mercurial.  I  give  one  grain  of  opium  and  two  of  calomel  twice  or 
thrice  a  day.  From  the  employment  of  this  remedy  I  have  derived  the 
greatest  benefit.  When  the  character  of  the  ulcer  is  changed,  and  the 
granulations  begin  to  spring  up,  the  local  application  of  opium  must  be 
stopped,  as  it  tends  to  deaden  the  parts,  and  prevent  the  healing  process. 

The  last  variety  of  ulcers  of  which  1  shall  speak  to-day,  is  the  slough- 
ing or  phagedenic  ulcer.  The  phagedenic  ulcer  prevails  often  to  a  great 
extent  in  hospitals.     In   the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  last  winter,  there 
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must  have  been  at  least  twenty  cases.  It  often  proves  very  fatal,  at- 
tacking patients  of  all  descriptions,  causing  a  fatal  termination  to  the 
slightest  wound.  When  it  attacks  a  part,  the  granulations  lose  their 
florid  hue  and  become  flabby ;  the  parts  swell,  and  an  ichorous  discharge ' 
is  poured  out.  It  is  commonly  connected  with  erysipelas.  Some  sur- 
geons consider  it  as  contagious.  The  constitution  is  severely  impli- 
cated ;  the  pulse  can  scarcely  be  felt ;  the  countenance  becomes  sunken ; 
the  eyes  are  glassy ;  a  cold  sweat  covers  the  whole  body,  and  the  pa- 
tient rapidly  sinks.  Various  means  have  been  proposed  to  arrest  this 
formidable  malady.  In  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  the  purgative  plan 
has  been  found  the  most  efiectual,  combined  with  the  usual  local  means 
■for  the  arrest  of  gangrene.  Blisters  have  been  highly  lauded  as  a  means 
of  arresting  hospital  gangrene,  but  I  have  known  repeatedly  the  parts  on 
which  the  blister  has  been  applied  to  slough,  and  thus  aggravate  the  pa- 
tient's condition.  Removal  to  another  ward  will  very  often  speedily  put 
a  stop  to  this  affection. — Medical  Examiner. 


MERCURY. 

PROM   SIOMONO'S   LECTURRS    ON   THE   MATERIA    MEDICA. 

[Continued  from  page  lb?.] 

One  of  the  ill  effects  of  mercury  is  the  production  of  salivation,  or,  as 
it  has  likewise  been  termed,  ptyalism.  This  is  one  of  the  proofs  of  the 
action  of  the  metal  upon  the  system,  and  has  been  produced  by  very 
small  quantities,  very  rapidly.  Various  are  the  theories  which  have 
been  brought  forward  to  account  for  this  determination  to  the  salivary 
glands ;  but  it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  attempt  any  explanation,  for 
none  of  thos^  that  have  been  advanced  are  perfectly  satisfactory.  There 
seems,  in  some  constitutions,  a  peculiar  idiosyncrasy,  which  is  exhibited 
by  the  incapability  of  taking  a  very  minute  quantity  of  this  mineral 
without  this  effect  being  very  rapidly  produced.  Five  grains  of  blue 
pill,  taken  for  three  successive  nights,  have  been  known  to  produce  sali- 
vation :  and  Dr.  Ramsbotham,  in  the  "  Medical  Gazette,"  states,  that 
death  occurred  after  such  a  small  quantity.  1  think  that  in  many  in^ 
stances,  where  such  results  have  arisen,  the  blue  pill  must  have  been 
aduherated,  or  that  the  confection  of  roses  must  have  contained  a 
larger  quantity  of  acid,  and  that  the  resulting  decomposition  must  have 
caused  the  formation  of  a  destructive  salt. 

Dr.  Crampton  has,  in  the  '^  Transactions  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,"  narrated  a  case  in  which  calomel  in  so  small  a  quanity  as 
two  grains,  excited  salivation.  This  was  followed  by  extensive  ulcera- 
tion of  the  throat,  exfoliation  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  death. 

There  are  numerous  substances,  both  in  the  vegetable  and  mineral 
kingdom,  which  will  produce  very  considerable  salivation,  though  of  a 
different  character  from  that  which  is  attendant  upon  the  use  of  this 
metal.  Amongst  the  minerals  the  salts  of  gold,  of  antimony,  and  of 
<:opper,  are  the  most  remarkable.  Croton  oil,  digitalis,  amongst  the 
vegetables ;  the  imagination,  too^  has  great  inBuence.     lo  tt|e  ^'  Medi- 
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co-Chirurgical  Review,"  we  are  told  that  a  very  salutary-salivation  has 
been  produced  by  bread-pills  in  a  very  hypochondriac  patient,  who  fan- 
cied that  he  had  syphilis,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  put  under  the  influence 
of  mercury,  and  particular  injunctions  were  given  him  to  leave  them  off 
as  soon  as  the  mouth  became  affected.  Sauvages  speaks  of  twenty 
species  of  salivation,  enumerating  that  which  attends  upon  smallpox,  oc<> 
casionally  upon  gout,  upon  pregnancy,  and  even  upon  syphilis,  where 
no  mercury  has  been  administered.  Cases  of  salivation  in  all  thesd 
Mates  are  to  be  found  in  our  periodicals.  In  the  twenty-sixth  volume  of 
the  "  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,"  will  be  read  an  instance  of  a  lady 
who,  for  a  fortnight,  ^  daily  excreted  two  or  three  pints  of  viscid  fluid. 
Two  physicians  were  called  in,  during  different  periods  of  the  affection ; 
they  were  equally  unsuccessful  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  salivation.  Great 
T»re  was  taken  to  ascertain  if  any  empirical  remedy  had  been  used, 
but  there  was  not  any  ground  to  believe  that  mercury  bad,  in  any  shape, 
been  taken.  The  diseased  state  yielded  spontaneously  after  all  reme- 
dies had  been  given  up.  It  has  accompanied  cynanche,  paralysis,  fever, 
bronchitis;  but  there  is  a  very  striking  difference  in  the  symptoms  that 
appear  at  the  same  time.  There  is  no  fcetor  of  the  breath,  no  brassy 
taste,  no  sponginess  of  the  gums. 

Dr.  Bostock  has,  in  the  "  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,"  stated 
some  experiments  that  he  made  upon  the  saliva  during  mercurialization. 
He  had  some  years  before  analyzed  the  fluid  in  its  ordinary  state.  The 
deductions  to  be  drawn  from  his  labors  are,  thai  the  chemical  constttuttod 
of  the  mercurial  is,  in  many  points,  different  from  the  common  saliva, 
•tnd  this  consists  in  the  presence  of  a  quantity  of  animal  matter,  pos- 
sessing properties  which  resemble  those  of  albumen  in  its  uncoagulated 
state,  or  as  it  is  found  in  the  serum  of  the  blood.  The  change  would 
Appear,  he  says,  to  consist  essentially  in  the  conversion  of  th^  animal  mat- 
ter from  the  state  of  a  mucous  to  that  of  a  serous,  or,  rather,  an  albuminous 
Attid.  Dr.  Bostock  made  his  examination  of  the  saliva  when  the  sys- 
ieAi  was  fully  under  the  influence  of  the  mercury,  when  about  two 
quarts  a  day  were  excreted,  but  there  was  no  appreciable  trace  of  mer- 
tcttty  in  the  fluid  :  the  analysis  leads  him  to  a  physiological  inquiry  tnto 
^  action  of  this  remedy,  for  which  I  roust  refer  you  to  the  paper  in 
question.  When  the  system  begins  to  evince  that  it  is  under  the  control 
of  the  medicine,  various  symptoms  are  exhibited ;  sometimes  they  are 
of  a  mild  nature,  at  others  they  are  very  violent ;  the  mouth  sometimes 
first  displays  the  constitutional  affection,  but  it  is  most  generally  pre- 
ceded by  some  degree  of  acceleration  of  the  pulse,  a  degree  of  feverish 
ezoitement,  and  various  nervous  affections.  If  the  ptyalism  be  sutl* 
denly  established  without  much  previous  admonition,  the  excitability  of 
the  system  is  very  commonly  much  greater,  and  general  constitutional 
disorder  is  evinced,  and  the  soreness  of  the  mouth  causes  en  irritability 
of  the  whole  frame ;  considerable  absorption  of  the  fatty  matter,  at- 
tended by  a  great  extenuation  of  the  body,  is  quickly  visible,  and  the 
iitOQtest  person  generally  becomes  thin  and  emaciated  j  the  excretions 
iffOiD  the  various  organs  are  altered  in  appearance,  and,  oftentimes^  m 
odot ;  thelalvine  evacuations  become  of  a  brighter  yellow,  tbe  urioe  is 
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higher  colored ;  a  peculiar  state  of  skin,  evinced  bj  a  very  singular  foe- 
tor,  which  is  quite  diagnostic  of  the  mercurialization,  and  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  convey  any  impression  by  language.  It  materially  diflers 
from  tlie  smell  that  issues  from  the  body  after  sweating  has  been  pro* 
duced  by  Dover*s  powder,  or  that  which  occurs  during  some  eruptive 
fevers,  or  upon  mental  derangement ;  it  is  a  peculiar  characteristic  whtefa 
occasionally  lasts  after  ptyalism  ceases.  When  the  action  is  very  severe 
upon  the  mouth,  the  misery  which  taking  any  food  produces  is  enough 
to  prevent  the  indulgence  of  the  appetite,  which  is  sometimes  not  at  alt 
diminished  ;  but  when  the  ptyalism  has  completely  ceased,  the  appetite 
is  of  the  most  ravenous  character,  which  nothing  appears  to  satisfy  ;  then 
nutrition  recommences,  the  deposition  of  the  well-digested  secretions  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  body,  which  have  lately  lost  their  usual  quantity 
of  fatty  matter,  is  very  rapid,  and  the  frame  speedily  acquires  even  t 
greater  bulk  than  it  previously  had,  and  oftentimes  the  standard  of  health 
is  more  fyrmly  fixed  than  it  was  before ;  but  this  is  not  always  the  case ; 
some  individuals  are  left  in  a  state  of  great  feebleness,  and  liable  to 
every  shock  that  would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  light.  Some- 
times local  disease  has  lasted  for  some  time,  and  even  run  to  a  very  out- 
rageous extent ;  ulceratk)ns  of  the  tongue,  exfoliations  of  the  alveolar 
process.  Various  are  the  means  by  which  the  ill  efiects  of  the  metal 
have  been  attempted  to  be  counteracted.  Sulphur  has  acquired  con* 
siderable  celebrity,  and  has  been  said  to  diminish  its  action*  Dr.  Lett- 
som  says,  he  generally  found  it  sufficient,  with  the  addition  of  bark,  lo 
strengthen  the  general  system.  Dr.  Bateman  gave  it  freely  with  ehaly- 
beates.  Pearson  thinks  free  exposure  to  the  air  quite  sufficient.  De 
Haen  ascribes  great  power  to  electricity,  and  mentions  its  efiect  on  one 
patient  who  had  a  dreadful  "  tremUementy '  so  that  he  could  work  no. 
more ;  he  could  neither  eat  nor  drink  without  assistance,  nor  render 
himself  intelligible,  and,  like  an  infant,  was  obliged  to  be  assisted  for  the 
discbarge  of  the  natural  secretions.  Various  means  have  been  adopted 
to  check  the  salivation  when  profuse;  opium  and  the  narcotics,  gargles 
of  tar,  superacetate  of  lead,  which,  however,  blackens  the  teeth,  have 
been  employed  as  a  local  remedy.  Dr.  Wallace,  in  his  valuable  lec- 
tures, recommends  the  nitrate  of  silver,  pointed,  to  be  applied  lo  the  ul- 
cerated edges  of  the  gums,  from  which  the  greatest  comfort  is  derived 
by  the  patient. 

[.To  ba  continued.] 


BLOOD-LETTING. 

TROM  DR.  MARSHALL  HALL's  LECTURES. 

BuMiD^-LETTiNo  IS  80  important,  so  powerful  a  remedy,  so  replete  with 
consequences,  both  good  and  evil,  according  as  it  is  well  or  ill  applied^ 
and  I  have  made,  as  I  believe,  sucb  improvement  in  its  mode  of  exhibi- 
tioO)  that  I  propose  to  enter  at  great  length  upon  this  subject.  Part  of: 
whol  I  haV't  to  say,  onist  be  saidf  now  in  conoectioir  with  the  subject  of 
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iaflanimation :  iiut  part  must  be  reserved  for  another  entire  lecture  an 
blood*letting. 

The  great  cli£5culty  is  to  ascertain,  when  we  have  determined  upon 
the  institution  of  blood-letting,  how  much  or  how  little  blood  shall  be 
withdrawn.  Where,  where  can  you  learn  this?  In  what  book — in 
what  lectures?  Shall  we  take  ten,  or  fifteen,  or  twcJtity,  or  twenty-five, 
or  thirty  ounces  of  blood — or  more  ?  It  may  be  said  that,  if  the  pa- 
tient be  young  and  robust,  and  if  the  disease  be  violent,  we  take  much 
blood ;  but  if  the  patient  be  feeble,  and  the  disease  slight,  we  take  little. 
But  how  much  ?  and  how  little  ?  are  still  the  questions — to  which  I 
know  of  no  answer  in  medical  writings  or  lectures. 

Now  it  is  precisely  to  determine  these  questions,  which  are  questions 
of  life  and  death,  that  I  have  a  proposition  to  lay  before  you,  of  the  ut- 
most value,  in  many,  many  points  of  view.  The  proposition  applies  to 
every  case  in  which  it  is  required  to  bleed  the  patient  jvUy  ;  that  is,  to 
the  extent  the  system  may  bear  and  the  disease  require.  It«is  full  of 
safety,  guiding  us  in  the  use  of  the  lancet,  and  guarding  us,  at  oncey 
against  excessive  and  ine£5cient  blood-letting. 

The  plan  I  propose,  is  this  : — 

Place  the  patient  perfectly  upright,  in  the  sitting  posture,  and  dc" 
tire  him  to  look  towards  the  ceiling  of  the  room ;  having  previously 
prepared  the  arm,  let  the  blood  flow  to  the  most  incipient  syncope. 

If  the  patient  be  strong,  and  the  infiammation  be  seated  in  the  serous 
membranes,  or  parenchymatous  substance  of  organs,  and  severe,  mudi 
Mood  will  flow ;  if  the  patient  be  feeble,  and  the  inflammation  be  seated 
in  the  mucous  membranes,  and  be  moderate  in  extent  and  degree,  little 
Uood  will  flow  ;  and  not  only  this,  but  precisely  as  much  and  as  little  a» 
the  case  requires,  and  the  patient  can  safely  bear  to  lose. 

This  is  the  plan,  then,  which  I  recommend  you  to  adopt.  Determine 
the  first  question — that  the  case  requires  the  fidl  detraction  of  blood, 
by  the  history,  the  symptoms,  by  the  diagnosis ;  then  adopt  the  mode 
of  blood-letting  which  I  have  described,  and  all  will  be  safe.  You  will 
often  take  more,  and  often  less,  than  you  would  have  done  under  the 
former  system  of  guessing,  but  you  will  always  take  the  proper  quantity ; 
you  will  not  allow  the  disease  to  proceed,  unchecked  for  want  of  the 
due  use  of  the  remedy  ;  and  you  will  not  sink  your  patient  by  carrying 
it  to  excess. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  for  by  the  very  quantity  of  blood  which  has  been 
drawn,  you  will  learn  much  relatively  to  the  actual  powers  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  the  degree  and  nature  of  the  disease — much  of  a  practical 
kind  of  diagnosis. 

Nay,  you  will  be  much  guided,  in  connection  with  the  subsequent 
state  of  the  patient,  and  by  the  previous  duration  of  the  actual  symp- 
toms of  the  disease,  as  to  the  repetition  of  the  remedy — another  most 
important  point. 

If  much  blood  has  flowed  before  incipient  syncope  has  been  induced, 
revisit  your  patient  soon;  you  will  probably  have  to  repeat  the  blood* 
letting  in  consequence  of  the  severity  of  the  disease,  especially  .  if  yoo 
i^ere  not  called  in  early  ip  the  first  instance.     If,  on  the  contrary,  httk 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


2%c  late  Dr.  P.  S.  Phynck,  365 

blood  has  flowed,  neither  does  the  disease  require,  nor  would  the  patient 
bear,  further  general  depletion.  Is  not  this  an  interesting  and  important 
piece  of  information  ?  And  is  it  to  be  found  in  medical  writings  or  lee* 
lures?  No;  for  even  now,  many  years  since  the  rule  was  first  sug- 
gested in  my  work  on  blood-letting,  it  remains,  either  from  inattention 
or  jealousy,  neglected,  and  unapplied  in  practice  except  by  a  few« 
But  you  will  appreciate  it  duly,  you  will  adopt  it  in  your  future  career 
of  practice,  and  will,  in  many  a  case  of  an  anxious  nature,  think  of  me 
with  satisfaction,  and,  I  trust,  with  some  warmer  feeling.  I  consider  the 
rule  for  the  administration  of  blood-letting,  which  I  have  laid  before  you, 
as  the  most  important  for  conducting  with  safety  the  use  of  a  powerful 
remedy  in  the  whole  range  of  the  practice  of  medicine ;  and  I  deem  my- 
self happy  in  being  its  discoverer  and  promulgator.  Would  we  had  a 
Vimilar  rule  and  guide  in  the  use  of  a//  our  plans  of  treatment,  fraught, 
as  they  often  are,  with  good  or  ill,  according  as  they  are  appKed  with  or 
Avitbout  judgment  and  skill. 
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To  the  walks  of  surgery  we  must  look  for  the  genius  of  Physick  in  its 
[  most  decided  and  extensive  application.  It  is  there  that  we  find  it  ex- 
^        bibiting  a  series  of  triumphs,  over  cases  of  disease  which  had  baffled  the 

*  skill  of  men  only  inferior  to  himself,  and  it  is  there  that  it  was  so  active 
in  inventions,  to  improve  and  to  palliate  established  modes  of  treatment. 

'  His  management  of  diseased  joints  by  perfect  rest,  elevation  and  diet, 
is  a  happy  substitute  for  the  errors  generated  under  the  use  of  the  terms 
f  scrofula — white  swelling :  and  ending  either  by  amputation  or  in  death, 
^  sometimes  in  both.  His  trentrnent  of  the  inflammation  of  the  hip-joint 
^        in  children  (coxalgia),  by  a  splint,  low  diet  and  frequent  purging,  ex- 

*  hibiis  another  of  those  successful  innovations  upon  ordinary  practice. 
'  His  invention  of  an  appropriate  treatment  and  cure  for  that  loathsome 
i  disease,  artificial  anus,  which  invention  has  been  so  unceremoniously 
»  modified  and  claimed  by  a  distinguished  French  surgeon,  the  late  Baron 
t        Dupuytren,  is  a  proof  of  the  activity  and  resources  of  his  professional  mind. 

Another  invention  still  more  frequent  in  its  employment,  from  the 
i  greater  number  of  such  cases,  is  the  application  of  the  seton  to  the 
i         cure  of  fractures  of  bones  refusing  to  unite.     Other  inventions  are  found 

in  the  treatment  of  mortification  by  blisters  ;  of  anthrax  by  caustic  alkali ; 

of  the  ligature  of  kid-skin  for  arteries,  in  excisions  of  the  female  breast. 
I  To  him  also  we  owe  the  original  act,  if  not  invention,  of  pumping  out 
I  the  stomach  in  cases  of  poisoning ;  also  an  improvement  in  the  treatment 
'         of  fractures  of  the  condyles  of  the  os  humeri,  so  as  to  render  the  resto* 

ration  perfect.  I  might  in  this  way  go  on  to  enumerate  many  other  points 
'  of  excellence  about  him,  but  however  appropriate  it  might  be  to  ofiTer 
I         a  complete  exposition  of  them^  the  time  allotted  to  a  ceremonial  of  thi? 

Jcind  must  prohibit  a  more  extensive  and  complete  annunciation.    Those 
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wtio  baT€  had  an  opportunity  of  witnesaiog  his  practice  extensively, 
wiH  at  least  conclude  with  me  in  the  saying,  NihU  tcligity  quod  man 
omaviL 

With  this  great  fertility  in  invention  and  ardor  in  the  prosecutioa  of 
his  profession,  his  original  papers  are  deplorably  few,  and  they  are  also 
very  short.  I  doubt  whether  they  exceed  much  half  a  dozen  in  num- 
ber, and  whether  thirty  or  forty  pages,  printed  in  common  type,  would 
not  contain  all.  Lecturing  for  many  years  on  surgery,  his  chief  organ  of 
publicity  was  his  class  of  students.  The  Elements  of  Surgery,  pub- 
lished by  his  nephew.  Dr.  Dorsey,  contain  the  most  perfect  account  of 
his  opinions  and  practice  up  to  that  period :  The  Institutes  and  Prao 
tice  of  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Gibson,  the  present  able  and  distinguished  pro- 
fessor of  sui*gery  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  represents  largely 
bis  views  obtained  through  private  communication  and  publications. 
Other  individuals  have  also  been,  through  their  writings,  the  means  of 
bis  intercourse  with  the  press  on  particular  points ;  among  them  may  be 
mentioned  Dr.  J.  Randolph,  his  son-in-law  ;  Di's.  Benjamin  and  Rey- 
nell  Coates ;  and,  to  some  degree,  myself.  Whether  these  several 
sources  of  information  do  not  furnish  nearly  all  of  an  original  kind  which 
be  himself  would  have  advanced,  may  remain  unsettled  as  a  question  ; 
but  my  opinion  is,  that  nearly  the  whole  fund  is  supplied.  This,  1k>w. 
ever,  1  say  with  great  regret  at  his  reserve  as  a  writer.  Lamentations 
of  the  same  kind  have  been  made  in  the  case  of  Dessault,  for  it  is  almost 
entirely  through  his  pupils  that  his  reputation  is  transmitted.  1  may 
perhaps  be  pardoned  for  the  allusion,*  in  saying,  that  in  an  instance  of 
unequalled  importance,  the  foundation  of  Christianity,  we  have  no 
original  document,  it  is  all  through  disciples. 

To  the  preceding  claims  to  our  professional  veneration,  were  united 
physical  qualifications  of  the  most  perfect  kind.  He  had  a  correct, 
sharp,  discriminating  eye ;  a  hand  delicate  in  its  touch  and  movement, 
and  which  never  trembled  or  faltered  ;  an  entire  composure,  and  self- 
possession,  the  energy  of  which  increased  upon  an  unexpected  emer- 
gency. He  had  a  forethought  of  all  possible  contingencies  and  demands 
during  a  great  operation,  and,  therefore,  had  everything  prepared  for  h; 
when  performed,  he  entered  upon  a  most  conscientious  discharge  of  bis 
duty  to  the  patient,  and  watched  him  with  a  vigilance  and  anxiety  which 
never  remitted  till  his  fate  was  ascertained.  If  lo  the  foregoing  brilliant 
qualities  as  an  operator,  and  the  loud  plaudits  which  attended  their  exer- 
cise, we  add  a  chastening  of  feeling  which  subdued  every  sentiment  of 
vanity,  and  regulated  entirely  his  judgment ;  and  that  he  had  an  invinci- 
ble repugnance,  a  horror  at  engaging  in  dangerous  operations  through 
ostentation,  and  where  the  probabilities  of  cure  were  not  largely  in  fuvoc 
of  the-  patient :  we  have  in  this  summary  the  most  perfect  example  of  a 
surgeon,  which  this  country  has  ever  seen.  But  as  these  great  poiols 
and  striking  professional  land-marks  seldom  come  in  clusters,  it  will 
probably  be  long  in  the  course  of  Providence  before  there  will  be  a  le* 
union  of  all  the  same  qualities. 

His  operation  for  the  stone  on  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  1831,  waa 
Am  last  of  bis  great  efforts.    He  anticipated  it  with  omcb  anxietji  but 
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when  brought  to-  the  point  he  rallied  finely — everything  was  as  usual  in 
readiness.  The  unexpected  turn  given  to  the  operation,  by  the  almost 
incredible  number,  probably  a  thousand,  small  calculi  which  he  met  with, 
and  their  adhesion  to  the  imernal  coat  of  the  bladder,  did  not  disconcert 
bim  in  the  slightest  degree.  He  in  a  little  time  detected  the  existing 
state  of  things,  and  they  were  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion,  being 
followed  by  a  complete  cure.  This  operation  was  the  more  interesting 
from  th^e  distinction  of  its  two  principal  personages  ;  the  one,  the  ac- 
knowledged head  of  the  legal  profession,  and  the  other  of  the  medical: 
and  both  sustaining  themselves,  though  in  advanced  life,  by  that  tone  of 
moral  firmness  and  dignity  which  had  advanced  them  from  inconsiderable 
beginnings,  to  the  stations  which  they  then  occupied. 

He  was  remarkable  for  the  smallness  of  his  charges,  and  for  an  indif* 
ference  to  fees  ;  for  he  frequently  gave  up  large  ones  when  there  was  no 
adequate  reason  for  it.  A  gentletnan  who  was  extremely  solicitous  about 
his  wife's  health,  and  derived  satisfaction  from  consulting  Dr.  Physick 
concerning  it,  on  taking  leave  placed  in  his  hand  a  roll  of  bank  notes : 
ibe  doctor  put  it  into  his  pocket  without  looking  at  them.  The  gentle- 
man departed ;  the  doctor  almost  undesignedly  drew  the  notes  out  to  ex- 
amine them,  and  found  that  there  were  two  of  a  hundred  dollars  each. 
He  sent  a  messenger  in  haste  after  the  gentleman,  and  brought  him 
back.  "  Do  you  know,  sir,  how  much  you  gave  me?"  **  Yes,  sir,  I 
gave  you  two  hundred,  dollars,  which  I  was  much  gratified  to  do,  be- 
lieving that  my  wife  will  now  get  well  under  your  prescription."  "  Sir, 
liave  you  two  ten  dollar  notes  in  your  pocket?'*'  "  Yes,  sir."  "  Will 
you  let  me  have  them  ?"  "  Certainly."  **  Very  well,  here  are  your 
two  hundred  dollars ;  the  two  tens  are  quite  enough:"  and  this  resoiu- 
lioo  be  persisted  in  until  the  gentleman  had  taken  back  the  two  hun- 
dred. In  the  case  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  who  was  both  an  opulent 
and  a  liberal  man,  he  refused  positively  a  fee,  and  a  sort  of  commutation 
was  finally  made  by  his  consenting  to  receive  a  superb  piece  of  plate. 

With  this  indifference  to  fees,  he  was,  however,  exceedingly  exact 
when  money  was  received,  in  the  appropriations  of  it  to  some  productive 
end  :  his  professional  labors  sometimes  produced  twenty  thousand  dollars 
a  year,  and  his  method  in  this  respect  finally  yielded  a  sum  of  more 
than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

He  was  exceedingly  scrupulous  about  receiving  money  to  which  there 
was  a  doubt  of  the  right.  It  is  the  usage  of  Philadelphia  for  physicians 
not  to  charge  the  clergy.  Dr.  Physick  had  attended  the  daughter  of 
one  ;  she  was  rich,  and  ^pon  her  death  the  executors  requested  an  ac- 
count, which  he  made  out  at  two  hundred  dollars.  It  was  reported  to 
the  doctor  after  this,  that  one  of  the  executors  had  observed,  that  he 
thought  the  families  of  the  clergy  were  exempt  from  charge.  He  be* 
gan  to  consider  on  this  matter,  and  finally  became  so  scrupulous  that  he 
decIiDed  receiving  a  farthing  :  and  it  was  only  after  strong  importunity  and 
explanations  from  the  executors,  that  he  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 
the  amount. 

He  was  particularly  intolerant  to  opposition  and  to  disingenuousness  on 
ibe  part  of  :a  patient.    To  a  lady  whose  maternal  solicitude  was  excited 
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to  rebel  at  the  repeated  bleedings  of  a  child  threatened  with  hydroce- 
phalus, he  said,  *<  Madam,  I  take  leatre  of  your  child,  the  responsibility 
of  its  life  rests  with  you."  She  was  fain  to  send  afterwards  for  him  on 
his  own  terms,  and  the  child  recovered.  Whea  a  very  young  practi- 
tioner he  had  a  gentleman  of  distinction,  Mr.  Lardner,  under  treatment 
for  pleurisy.  His  frequent  bleedings  excited  some  expression  of  doubt 
from  Mr.  L. ;  the  reply  was,  "  Sir,  I  must  have  my  own  way,  or  none 
at  all ;  I  bid  you  good  day."  The  gentleman  afterwards  mentioned  his 
astonishment  at  such  conduct,  not  thinking  that  in  this  decision  of  charac- 
ter were  the  germs  of  the  greatest  surgeon  in  America,  and  one  of  the 
first  in  the  world.  To  a  West  Indian  who  was  refractory  at  being  tap- 
ped for  a  hydrocele,  he  said,  "  Sir,  I'll  have  none  of  this,  down  with 
your  pantaloons^  I  know  perfectly  what  I  am  about."  He  operated  and 
cured  him. 

He  expressed  the  strongest  reprobation  of  the  conduct  of  a  gentleman, 
who,  being  under  treatment  for  sore  legs,  had  by  feasting  and  drinking 
violated  the  prescribed  rules  of  diet.  He  felt  it  as  a  breach  of  good 
faith  between  the  parties.  On  the  contrary,  where  in  a  difficult  case 
the  patient  had  concurred  fully  with  him,  had  scrupulously  abided  by, 
and  assisted  cheerfully  in  all  that  was  done,  when  the  cure  ivas  finished, 
the  esteem  which  this  candor  produced  made  him  feel  almost  as  much 
obliged  to  the  patient  as  the  patient  could  be  to  him,  and  he  often  spoke 
of  it  afterwards  with  pleasure.  My  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Dulles,  had  a 
dangerous  inflammation  of  the  knee,  in  which  he  perseveringly  and  scru- 
pulously followed  every  direction  and  injunction  of  Dr.  Physick,  and  rt 
was  attended  with  the  happiest  result :  Dr.  Physick  never  forgot  it 
This  was  a  disease  which  in  his  early  professional  life  was  considered 
among  thp  most  formidable,  under  the  name  of  white  swelling,  and  the 
plan  of  treatment  which  he  instituted,  as  I  before  mentioned,  was  really 
an  immense  step  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JULY    11,     J  838. 


A  BONELESS  ARM. 

A  CASE  like  the  following,  if  not  extremely  rare,  is  certainly  without  a 
parallel  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Brown,  a  worthy  and  industrious  provision  dealer  in  Derne  street, 
now  thirty-six  years  of  age,  in  his  eighteenth  year  had  the  misfortune  to 
have  the  right  humerus  fractured  nearly  in  the  middle.  He  was  holding, 
under  disadvantages,  an  enraged  cow  by  the  horns  ;  in  some  unexpected 
movement  of  the  unruly  animal,  both  fell,  and  the  bone  of  his  right  arm 
was  broken  in  the  fall.  Under  the  care  of  a  judicious  surgeon,  a  reunion 
was  favorably  going  on  ;  but  before  the  curative  process  had  been  com- 
pleted, Mr.  Brown  accidentally  had  another  fall,  and  broke  open  the  old 
fracture  again.     Notwithstanding  a  most  vigilant  and  untiring  devotioa 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Power  of  Resistance  in  the  Living  Skull.  369 

to  the  injured  limb,  the  divided  extremities  would  not  adhere  ;  and, 
to  the  surprise  of  the  medical  attendant,  the  shafl  of  each  part  of  the 
divided  bone  begbn  to  diminish  in  size,  and  shorten  in  length.  By  a 
gradual  action  of  the  absorbents,  the  whole  of  the  arm  bone,  between 
the  shoulder  and  elbow,  was  at  length  completely  removed,  and  that  too 
without  any  open  ulcer,  so  that  not  a  single  vestige  of  it  was  lefl.  It  haa^ 
now  been  in  this  state  for  many  years,  and  probably  will  remain  so  for 
life,  as  there  never  will  be  a  deposition  of  bony  matter  again  in  that  place, 
nor  even  a  cartilaginous  or  a  condensed  ligamentous  substitute,  which 
will  materially  change  it  from  the  present  singular  condition. 

Mr.  Brown  presents  the  spectacle  of  one  short  arm  and  one  long  one. 
The  right  fore  arm  and  hand  are  of  a  size  to  correspond  with  the  sound 
one  on  the  left  side,  and,  under  certain  circumstances,  are  equally  as 
strong.  Ordinarily  the  right  arm  swings  hither  and  thither,  like  a  thong 
with  a  weight  at  the  extremity  ;  for  the  fore  arm  and  hand,  with  reference 
to  the  division  above  the  elbow,  constitute  a  pendulum,  oscillating  ac- 
cording to  the  movements  of  the  body.  Although  it  is  impossible  ta 
push  with  the  defective  arm,  he  can  draw  a  burden  towards  himself  with 
it  as  strongly  and  tenaciously  as  with  the  other  ;  and  in  so  doing,  the 
muscles  are  elongated,  so  that  the  arm  is  extended  to  its  original  length* 
When  the  resistance  is  removed,  the  muscles  instantly  shorten  them- 
selves about  six  inches.  To  show  the  perfect  non-resistance  of  the  ap- 
paratus of  muscles,  arteries,  veins  and  nerves  in  the  soft,  boneless  space,. 
we  saw  him  twist  the  palm  of  the  hand,  the  other  evening,  twice  round^ 
which  consequently  presented  the  strange  anomaly  of  having  all  the  ap- 
paratus of  the  arm  twisted  like  the  strands  of  a  rope.  In  that  state  the 
pulsations  of  the  brachial  artery  and  all  its  branches  and  ramifications 
could  be  felt  under  the  finger,  though  passing  in  gyrations,  like  a  wind- 
ing stair-case,  twice  round  the  soft,  unresisting  fleshy  mass. 

Under  any  aspect  in  which  this  curiosity  may  be  viewed,  either  by  the 
anatomist  or  the  philosopher,  the  resources  of  nature,  and  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  she  conducts  the  concealed  functions  of  a  living  body, 
are  in  the  highest  degree  interesting. 


Power  of  Resistance  in  the  Living  Skull. — A  boy,  five  years  old,  a  son 
of  Mr.  Marston,  a  farmer  on  Long  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  fell 
accidentally,  in  following  his  father  by  the  side  of  an  ox-team,  with  his 
head  exactly  in  the  rut  of  the  cart  path,  forward  of  the  wheel.  Before 
Mr.  Marston  could  possibly  snatch  the  child  from  the  dreadfully  impend- 
ing danger,  a  heavy  hay-cart  wheel,  having  a  thick,  broad  iron  tire, 
rolled  directly  over  his  child's  head — rising  up  over  the  space  between 
the  crown  and  the  ear,  and  down  to  the  ground  again  from  the  temple. 
The  agonized  father  ran  with  the  supposed  mutilated,  if  not  dead,  body 
to  the  house.  On  examination,  by  the  mother,  the  scalp  was  found  to  be 
cut  by  the  edge  of  the  tire,  as  though  a  knife  had  been  drawn  over  it, 
yet  little  or  no  blood  flowed — showing  the  white  bone  below.  As  no  in- 
jury of  the  skull  could  be  detected,  she  closed  the  external  wound  with  i^ 
simple  dressing,  which  kept  the  edges  in  juxta-position.  The  boy  ex- 
hibited considerable  confusion,  but  it  could  hardly  be  called  a  delirium, 
and  occasionally  vomited  blood  for  about  a  week.  He  also  bled  at  the 
mouth  and  nose.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  the  blood  thrown  from  the 
stomach  was  swallowed  from  time  to  time.  At  the  end  of  six  days  the 
little  fellow  was  quite  restored,  and  we  rarely  see  a  finer  specimen  of  ro- 
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bast,  juvenile  health  and  happiness,  than  io  the  peraon  of  this  hard- 
headed  boy.  A  wheel,  of  half  the  weight,  rolled  over  a  dry  skull, 
would  have  f^round  it  to  powder.  To  the  admirable  carpentry  of  th« 
bones  of  the  head,  presenting  inimitable  strength  in  every  direction,  to- 
gether with  the  residtance  of  the  living  principle,  vitality,  which  is  only 
known  by  its  name,  are  we  to  look  for  the  preservation  of  this  child. 


PhysicO'^f€dical  Society  of  Aew  Orleans, — An  extraordinary  move- 
ment has  been  made  in  this  body,  it  will  be  perceived,  by  reading  the 
accompanying  resolution.  In  a  paper  of  that  city,  called  the  True 
American,  an  article  appeared  on  the  17th  of  April,  entitled,  ^'  Sigki 
given  to  the  bom  6^md,"  which  has  been  copied  extensively  all  over  the 
Union.  It  seems  that  Dr.  Luzenberg  operated  on  a  Seminole  woman  for 
cataract,  who  was  not  totally  blind,  as  has  been  represented  ;  but  now, 
according  to  a  report  signed  by  eight  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  that  city,  '^  the  vision  in  her  left  eye  is  irrecoverably  lost,  and  that  of 
her  right  eye  manifestly  impaired."  Instead,  therefore,  of  restoring  a 
blind  person  to  sight,  he  has  actually  made  the  unfortunate  subject 
of  his  surgical  manoiuvrings  no  better.  But  it  seems  Dr.  L.  was  fully 
aware  of  all  this,  although  sanctioning  the  publication  which  declared 
him  to  have  achieved  a  great  triumph  in  ophthalmic  surgery.  Of  tka 
nature  of  the  charges  which  finally  led  to  his  expulsion,  we  have  not  jeC 
been  advised.  It  seems,  however,  to  have  been  a  case  analogous  to  one 
brought  before  the  Mass.  Medical  Society^  two  years  ago,  which  evea- 
tuated  in  the  expulsion  of  a  fellow. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  unanimously,  on  the  9th  June, 
1838,  at  an  unusually  numerous  meeting  of  the  Physico-Medicai  Society 
of  New  Orleans. 

^<  Whereas,  afler  a  patient  and  dispassionate  investigation  of  the 
charges  preferred  against  Dr.  Charles  A.  Luzenberg,  and  of  the  testi- 
mony adduced  by.  him  in  his  defence,  it  is  the  solemn  and  deliberate 
opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Physico-Medicai  Society,  that  he  stands 
fully  convicted  of  conduct  and  practices  at  once  immoral,  ungenllemanly, 
and  empirical — Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  said  Dr.  Charles  A.  Lu- 
zenberg, a  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  be 
expelled  from  this  Society,  and  that  his  expulsion  be  published  in  ail  the 
medical  journals  of  the  Union,  and  communicated  to  all  the  medical  so- 
cieties of  the  same.''     By  order  of  the  Society,  H.  Davidson,  PresidemL 

A  true  copy — J.  M.  W.  Picton,  M.D.,  Recording  Secretary, 

Attest — C.  F.  Snowden,  Corresponding  Secretary. 


Lunatic  Hospital  in  JVeto  Hampshire, — At  this  late  period,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  Hampshire  have  decided  upon  the  expediency  of  erecting  aa 
institution  for  the  reception  of  a  hitherto  neglected  class  of  sufferers  ia 
that  State.  Dr.  Bell  labored  perseveringly  many  years  to  bring  about 
this  desirable  object,  but  without  much  encouragement.  To  his  exer- 
tions, however,  in  making  a  beginning,  are  to  be  imputed  the  present 
success  of  the  friends  of  humanity.  Whenever  any  facts  regarding  the 
appropriations,  the  locality,  and,  lastly,  the  medical  officers  who  are  to 
manage  it,  are  obtained,  they  will  have  a  place  here. 
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Medical  ExaminoHonB, — A  considerable  number  of  gentlemen  wQl 
sdbmit  Ihemseivesto  an  examination  for  the  degree  of  doctor  in  medi- 
cine^ in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  in  Boston.  Those  who  are  success- 
ful^ will  be  graduated  the  ensuing 'commeDcement,  at  Cambridge. 


B&sion  Medical  *d$8oeialion, — Last  week  a  re-print  of  the  by-laws,  fee- 
bill,  &c.,  of  the  Medical  Association  of  the  city,  was  distributed  amongst 
the  members.  There  have  been  many  changes  in  the  registered  cata- 
logue of  practitioners  in  the  city  since  the  first  organization  of  the  So- 
ciety. Fifly-seven  members  have  died  since  1806.  Dr.  James  Jack- 
son is  now  the  senior  of  the  profession,  in  the  order  of  admission. 


Medical  Society  of  the  City  and  County  of  J^Tew  York. — From  the  cha- 
racter of  a  long  article  in  one  of  the  JNew  York  papers,  it  seems  that 
considerable  internal  management  is  going  on  to  place  certain  gentle- 
men of  the  profession  in  the  position  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
that  Society  ;  and  it  is  clear,  too,  from  the  representations  of  the  writer, 
that  about  one  half  of  one  sort  of  members  are  stupid  enough  to  be 
made  levers  of  for  elevating  to  every  office  of  distinction,  men  who  have 
made  it  ttSeir  business,  through*  life,  to  seek  the  highest  places  in  the 
synagogue. 

«  4   ■■■  ■  ■        I  , 

•  f 

9 

Dr.  BeWs  Select  Medical  Library  and  Eclectic  Journal. — The  last  nunj- 
ber  of  this  admirable  work  contains  the*  conclusion  of  Dr.  £dwards'9 
classic  work  '^  On  the  Influence  of  Physical  Agents  on  Life,"  a  work 
which  Ought  to  be  in  the  library  of  every  medical  practitioner  ;  *'  A  Ne- 
crologicnl  notice  of  Dr.  Physick,"  by  Dr.  Horner  ;  '^  An  Experimental 
Investigation  into  the  Functions  of  the. eighth  pair  of  Nerves,"  by  Pro- 
fessor Keid  ;  and  '^  Microscopical  Observations  gn  the  Nervous  System  in 
Man  and  Animals,"  by  Professor  Ehrenberg  (with  numerous  engrav- 
ings), besides  valuable  journal  jmitter.  . 


Prize  Questions  for  1838,  by  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Jfew 
loril. -*-The  Diseases  of  Spinal  Column — their  diagnosis,  history  and 
mode  of  treatment. 

»  The  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  is  ofiered  for  the  best  ^ssertation  on 
the  above  subject,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  or  before  the  first  of  January,  1839. 


Yellow  Fever, — A  few  cases  seem  to  have  been  developed  at  New  Or- 
leans, exciting  a  considerable  degree  of  consternation.  The  late  havoc 
of  human  life  in  that  ill-fated  city,  will  not  be  forgotten. 


Lectarts  on  Phrenology, — Mr.  Burke,  an  English  gentleman,  is  lec- 
turing at  the  Athenseum  on  phrenology.  He  discourses  sensibly,  and 
like  a  person  familiar  with  the  subject,  it  is  an  unfortunate  season,  how- 
ever, as  people  will  be  unwilling  to  be  confined  to  a  room  with  the  ther- 
mometer at  ninety. 
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DfKDty— In- Warwick^  E.  I.,  Dr.  Chiistopher  N.  Greene,  aged  29.— In  Hingfaani, 
M>n  Daniel  Shute,  45. — ^In  Westford,  Dr.  Asaph  Byam,  47, — L9st,  in.  the  Fulaakii 
Drt  Aaby  of  Philadelphia. 

« '■ • : ! 

Wbole  ■umber  of  deaths  io  Btwtoii  for  tbe  week  endiol  July  7,'<!7.    Males,  15— femaJet,  IS. 

Consutoptioo,  4— eoulet  fever,  1— typhoae  fever,  1— poeumo-thonu,  1— ^udden,  I— teechtng ,  1 — 
booping  cougl),  l>-amallpox,  1— convaUiooe,  1— worme,  1 — old  a^,  2— erysipelas,  I— disease  oftte 
biaio,  I— diarrhcea,  1— drowned,  3— child- bed,  1— infkatne,  1— inflammaiioa  of  thft  bowels,  1— fiu, 
1— fltUlbom,  I. 

■J    ■■■  '      •!!■  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  ■  I— 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

Tbb  aanual  Coarse  of  Lectures  for  I83d,  in  thid  Institution,* will  commence  on  theS3d  of  ^■fost 
<the  last  Thursday  but  one  in  the  month)  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

The  pie-requisites  for  admission  to  an  examination  for  the  Degfee  of  Boctqr  of  Medicine  *are,  three 

*  Ailt  years'  studv  under  a  regular  praciuioner  of  medicine ;  attendance  on  two  full  courses  of  niedieal 
leetiires,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at  this  school ;  a  defensible  thesi^ion  sqme  sul^ect  couoected 
with  medical  Science  :  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  good  moral  character.. 

*  Gentlemen  who  intena  to  present  themselves  as  candidates  for  a  l)«gre*ar<i  particularly  reqaefted 
•  •*  to  procure  full  and  formal  certificates  of  tfioe. 

,  By  legalizing  the  study  of  Anatomy,  the  Legislature^  of  Mass'icl|aset£i  haa  furnished  its  Schctote 

with  superior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy,    ft  has  also,  by  tbi<  provision,  moat  eifecUially 

*  4  ^     foarded  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  from  all  violation. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by       -        .       .     ^_'       -       -     'HaivRT  H.  Chtlds,  M.D. 
Botaay,*Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by         -       -.      -       -       Chester  Dewet,  M.D. 
%  Principiel  and  Prattiee  of  Surgery,  by        .        .       ^        .         .       Willasd  P&bkkb,'M.D. 

*  Materia  Med  ica  and  Pathological  Anatomy^  ^y  *     -    «>       -       -        Elisha  Bartlktt,  M.D. 

ObstdliiQs,  by _...•    Datid  Palmer^  M,D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by         -         -         .'.%'.        .        -       Robert  Watts,  J  a.,  M.D. 
L^al  Medicine,  b^        -        -        -  -      ^    •        --  llEicar  IIubb^ro,  Em^. 

Fee  for  the  Course  of  Lectures,  $50.  Fee  for  those  who  "have  already  attended  two  f«U  co%rses  at 
mn  Incorporated  medical  schuol,  $10.  G/aduation  fee.  $Id.  Fellows  or  tbe  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
•Biaty,  and  others  who  have  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medrclne,  are  admitted  fratuitously  lo 
(he  lectures.  •     tt.  WATTS,  JR.,  Dtau  of  the  Ficmkm. 

^«  />(tt{^,Jfa«s.,20iA  ./KIM,  1838.  tAogSS  ~« 

•  FALLING  OF  THE  WOM»  CURED 'BY   EXTERNAL 'APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  a.  HULL':?  UTCRO  ABDOMINAL  SUPl'ORTilft  is  uti'ered  to  those  afflicted  wlth< 
Pr^Upniu  Uirri^or  FtiUinv  of  the  fVomb,  aiiA^tlier  dineafles  dcpendiiig  upon  a  relaxatton  of  the  ab- 
dominal mftscleri,  asaii  iiii^itruuient  r»  every  Way  cateulaled  fur  reUef\nd  permanent  restoration  to 
health.  When  thin  instrument  i^  carefully  and  prd)>erly  Acted  to  the  form  of  the  iiatient,  it  inva- 
riably aflord<i  the  mo'*t  iniim^diaty  immunity  from  ttie  di^tresstng  ^*' dragging  and  bturing-dmcu'* 
•ensatious  which nccoiiip:itiy  nearly  allcit:4e»Df  visceral  diaplaceuients  of  the  abdomen,'  and  its  skil- 
.  All  application  is  alwayi*  fullowed  by  an  early  conre.<^iion  of  radical  relief^  from  ihe  (At  lent  herself. 
^»  The  Su;)!iarter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  thepatiettt  without  farlb«r  aid.  With- 

in the  la.^t  three  years  nearly  loUU  of  the  Uuro-MdonunaL  Supporters  b&ve  been  applied^wilh  tjM 
most  happy  results.  . .  •  *  * 

*l«  The  very  great  success  which  this  Instrument  has  met,' warrants  the  assertlou,  tha& iu  exambia- 

•k"^  tlon  by  the  ph/oician  will  induce  ;imi  to  discard  the  diiiguHting  RfgrtHary  hitherto  in  use.    It  is  ^tlfy- 

Jng  lo  state  that  it  ha>t  uu't  thu  tlccidcd  approbation'uTSir  AstieylTooper,  o^London,  Edward  jDeiafirffd 
M.i).,Profeti8oror\fidwifory,  Universlly  of  iheStateof  ^'ew  ^  (^>  of  Plrofe:j^or!f  of  MidwifeQ- tn  tbe 
different  Medical  Bcboolii  of  tbe  United  8iattfl,and  •vct-f  nLhetV^iysician  or  SJUrgeon  irho  hasimd  a 
practical  Itnowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  evefl^  patient  who  has  worn  it.  - 
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In  the'Poor-Law  inquiry  the  medical  witnesses  may  throw  much  light 
4)pon  the  pauper  dietaries.  Nor  should  medical  practitioners  deem  these 
collateral  questions,  afiecting  the  poor,  out  of  their  province.  Set  apart 
as  guardians  of  the  public  health,  they  are  bound  to  investigate  the 
effects  of  .bad  and  insufficient  food — a  common  cause  of  disease,  con- 
stantly at  ^ork  amongst  the  great  masses  of  the  population.  Indeed, 
we  feel  convinced  that  where  an  opportunity  occurs  of  observing  a  sys- 
tem of  dietaries  carried  out  on  a  large  scale,  and  enforced  by  public  au- 
thority, the  result  will  be  watched  with  solicitude.  For  the  health  of 
the  poor,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  society,  is  concerned,  and  the  whole 
may  be  considered  as  a  great  physiological  experiment,  conducted  at  the 
public  expense,  in  which  physiologists  have  only  to  observe  facts,  and  to 
deduce  general  results. 

Prout,  Thomson,  Magendie,  Tiedemann,  Gmelin,  Eberle,  Mueller  and 
Schwann,  have  traced  the  chemical  changes  which  food  undergoes  in 
digestion  ;  and  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  completed  the  labors  of  their 
*  great  predecessors.  It  is  well  established,  that  free  muriatic  acid  is  al- 
ways present  in  the  stomach  during  digestion  ;  and  Eberle  discovered  a 
principle,  called  pepsine,  which  has  the  singular  property  of  dissolving 
organic  matter  in  a  much  higher  degree  thad  diluted  acids.  A  solution 
of  pepsine  is  obtained  by  steeping  the  mucous  membrane  of  any  animal's 
stomach  in  an  acid  solution ;  the  solution  dissolves  coagulated  albumen, 
muscular  fibre,  and  all  animal  matter  of  this  class.  One  grain  of  diges- 
tive matter  dissolved  in  an  experiment  100  grains  of  the  coagulated 
white  of  egg,  so  that  the  pepsine  acts  by  contact,  like  a  ferment,  or  in 
the  same  manner  as  rennet,  which,  in  the  minutest  quantity,  coagulates 
milk.— MiiUer's  Archives,  1836,  Hefi  1. 

Animals  live  on  organic  matter ;  and  Prout  reduces  the  nutriment  of 
all  the  higher  animals  to  three  classes : — (1.)  The  saccharine — sugar, 
starch,  gum,  &c. ;  (2.)  The  oleaginotu — oil  and  fat,  &c. ;  (3.)  The 
albuminous — animal  substances,  and  vegetable  gluten.  Bodies  of  the 
saccharine  class  contain  carbon,  combined  with  oxygen  and  hydrogen,  in 
the  proportion  to  form  water ;  the  proportion  of  carbon  varies,  in  dif- 
ferent specimens,  from  30  to  50  per  cent,  of  their  weight.  The  carbon 
makes  60  to  80  per  cent,  of  oleaginous  bodies  ;  and,  as  the  quantity  of 
carbon  may  be  fairly  regarded  as  a  measure  of  the  nutritive  property, 
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fat  and  oil  are  esteemed  exceedingly  nutritious.  By  a  wonderful  pro- 
vision of  Nature,  milk,  the  food  of  young  animals,  contains  the  three 
elements  of  food — sugar,  butter,  and  casein  (cheese). 

The  simple  alimentary  elements  exist  in  different  proportions  in  the 
various  substances  used  for  food  ;  and  different  kinds  of  food  are  nutri- 
tious in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  alimentary  matter  which  they  yield 
when  exposed  to  digestive  fluid.  Saw-dust,  although  it  contains  the 
same  elements  as  sugar,  is  not  equally  nutritious,  and,  from  the  same 
reason,  tough  meat  is  less  nutritious  than  tender  meat. 

The  human  body  consists  of  a  great  number  of  elements,  contained 
in  different  proportions  in  diflferent  kinds  of  food.  Different  kinds  of 
food  are  demanded,  for  the  body  h  incessantly  taking  up  or  giving  off 
all  its  organic  elements,  and  vitality  is  suspended  unless  the  supply  of 
every  element  be  equal  to  the  demand.  Magendie  fed  dogs  on  sugar, 
containing  no  nitrogen,  and  distilled  water.  The  animals  were  in  good- 
spirits  for  the  first  week  ;  in  the  second  they  grew  thinner,  and  m  the 
third  lost  flesh,  strength,  spirits  and  appetite.  The  cornea  ulcetated, 
and  the  humors  of  the  eye  escaped,  instead  of  eight  ounces  of  sugar 
they  took  no  more  than  three  or  four,  and  died,  unable  to  crawl,  in  31 
-^—34  days.  Fed  on  gum,  they  died  in  the  same  mamier ;  fed  on  oKve- 
oil,  they  continued  well  for  a  forftiight,  but  died  in  36  days ;  the  cornea 
did  not  ulcerate  in  these  cases.     Tiedemann  and  Gmelin  confirmed  Ma- 

!;endie's  researches.  Of  three  geese  fed  separately  on  sugar,  gum  and 
ecula  (starch),  the  first  died  on  the  22d,  the  second  on  the  ]6tb,  the 
third  on  the  24th  day.  Magendie  ascribed  death  in  these  cireufiistancea 
to  the  want  of  nitrogen  ;  but  other  experiments  show  that  the  higher 
animals  can  scarcely  live  on  any  one  kind  of  food.  A  goose  lived  only 
46  days  on  coagulated  white  of  egg.  In  these  experiments  it  must  be 
recollected  that  dogs  will  live  from  25  to  36  days  without  meat  or  drink ; 
and  that  all  animals  bear  the  privation  of  food  for  a  certain  number  of ' 
days  and  weeks.  When  an  animal  has  been  fed  on  one  kind  of  food, 
and  reduced,  it  does  not  recover,  though  a  natural  varied  diet  be 
restored. 

The  form  of  the  teeth,  and  the  fact  that  mankind  almost  invariably 
take  animal  and  vegetable  food,  speak  plainly  enough  in  favor  of  ani- 
mal as  well  as  vegetable  diet.  The  mechanism  of  alimentatkm,  and 
the  quantity  of  food  taken  by  a  person  in  health,  will  be  best  uoder- 
stood  bv  an  example.  We  shall  take  the  case  of  Dr.  Dalton,  given  hj 
himself,  in  the  ''  Memoirs  of  the  Manchester  Philosophical  Society. ' 
It  was  written  in  1830 ;  the  experiments  were  performed  47  years  ago, 
when  the  venerable  philosopher  was  in  the  full  vigor  of  life.  As  Uie 
average  of  14  days,  the  following  was  the  daily  consumption  of  food  :<— 
Oz.  Ob. 

12    -    -    .    .    -    bread  (.30)  GontaiDiag 3.6  oaibon 

7    ....    .    oot-cake  and  meal    .......    1.8 

4 pastry -    1.0 

9 potatoes ijQ 

buK 


4 butchev'a  meat  r  « ^ 

2 cheeso     -    -      ( ^'^ 

31 milk  (.03) 0.96 

2* leaandbem  « amaU  IractioiiK 

W  Total  daity    -    -    -    uT«       , 
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m  ounces  of  carbon  entered  the  system  daily  ;  i  ounce  of  oarboo  mh 
caped'  in  48}  ounces  of  urine,  i  ounce  in  5  ounces  of  fasces  daitV}  leai^ 
ia|^  10j>  ounces  unaccounted  for.  From  other  experiments  Dalton  as* 
eenained  that  he  produeed  by  breathing,  in  the  space  of  24  hours,  3.8 
pounds  troy,  of  carbonic  acid=containing  10|  ounces  avoirdupois  of 
carbon,  making,  with  }  ounce  exhaled  by  the  skin,  lOJ  ounces^  The 
aqueous  vapor  exhaled  by  the  lungs  was  found  to  be  20|  ounces. 
These  excretions  amounted  to  84}  ounces  daily,  leaving,  of  91  ounces^ 
6}  ounces  to  escape  in  cutaneous  perspiration.  An  ounce  and  a  half  of 
nitrogen  taken  every  day  in  the  cheese  and  butcher's  meat,  was  ejectedi 
with  various  salu,  in  the  fasces  and  urine. 

Six  pounds  of  matter  entered  the  system  -  daily  ;  five  pounds  wale 
water,  one  was  carbon  and  nitrogen  y  l-18ih  passed  off  infesces,  one  half 
m  urine,  l*6th  by  the  skin,  5-6th  by  the  lungs,  the  rest  in  insensible 
perspieatioa.  Secretion  is  constantly  going  on ;  vapor  is  always  exhaling ; 
carbon  is  circulating  and  burning  incessantly  in  the  textures  of  the  body  ; 
and  man  only  lives  so  long  as  these  chemical  and  physical  changes  take 
place.  The  sosam  engine  will  not  work  without  fuel ;  witbooc  food 
the  human  heart  ceases  to  beat^  the  breast  to  heave,,  the  musdea  to  coDf* 
tract,  the  brain  to  think. 

To  keep  the  living  machine  in  motion,  food  is  required  in  a  given 
quantity  ;  if  withheld  for  a  certain  trme,  vital  action  ceases,  never  to  re- 
eommenoe ;  aod  if  supplied  only  to  a  limited  extent,  the  intensity  and 
nueaa  duMtion  of  life  are  equally  diminished.  The  kind  and  quantity 
oC  food  on  which  life  can  be  sustained  for  the  longest  time  in  the  best 
health,  are  indicated  by  the  appetite  ;  and  the  quantity  which  all  ani* 
nala  consume  when,  the  supply  is  unlimited,  furnishes  the  best  roeasiire 
of  their  wants. 

It  is  of  great  public  importance  to  determine  accurately  the  averag^^ 
amount  of  food  that  men  require,  and  the  extent  to  which  health  deteriorates 
aod  mostality  increases  with  every  degree  of  degradation  in  the  dietary.. 
Several  observations  esist,  and  several  standards  are  adopted,  in  the 
public  services ;  but  a  physiological  problem  of  so  much  practical  im^* 
postance  deserves  full  investigation.  Of  the  kind  and  quantity  of  food 
actually  eoDSumed  at  different  ages,  by  different  classes  and  in  different 
ciroumstances,  all  oves  the  country,  medical  practitioners  may,  with  m 
little  trouble,  inform  the  Poor-Law  Committee.  Nor  will  it  be  impo68i<> 
ble  for  them  to  trace  out  the  connection  of  bad  and  insufficient  diet  with 
scrofula,  dropsies,  bowel  complaints,  fevers  and  other  forms  of  disease  ; 
or  to  determine  how  far  diseases  are  induced,  or  rendered  longer  and 
more  dangerous,  by  low  diet.  The  great  fatality  of  inflammations  su- 
pervening in  a  reduced  state  of  the  system,  has  lately  been  firmly  estab- 
lished by  Louis.  This  did  not,  moreover,  escape  the  Greeks,  who 
stadiedi  diet  with  more  assiduity  than  drugs. 

The  English  and  French  troops  supply  themselves  with  food ;;  but  leea 
tliey  shoisld  reduce  their  strength  by  not  procuring  sufficieut  solid'  Sub*- 
sfeaoce,  each  man  is  supplied  with  rations  of  bread  and  butcher's  meaty 
ati  a  low,  fixed  price*  The  military  rations  in  Endand  ace  16  ooaeea  of 
breads  and  1&  ounces  of  beef  or  mutton,  daily.     In  France  thej  aie  8^ 
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ounces  of  butcher's  meat,  and  26  ounces  of  bread.  Vegetables^  and 
other  less  important  articles,  they  procure  themselves.  If  one  fourth  be 
taken  from  the  meat  for  loss,  in  cooking,  the  French  rations  will  contain^ 
according  to  Dalton's  mode  of  calculation,  1 1  ounces  of  carbon  ;  the 
English  will  lose  10.8  ounces  ;  but  the  English  soldier  has  3  ounces  of 
nitrogen  in  his  meat.  The  work-house  dietaries  vary  considerably. 
The  Dudley  and  City  of  Liondon  dietaries  are  instances,  as  will  be  ob- 
served in  the  following  statements  : — 

DUDLEY   UNION   DIET   TABLE    FOR   ABLE-BODIED   MALE    PAUPERS. 

"  On  three  days  of  every  week  : — 21  ounces  of  bread,  3J  ounces  of 
cheese,  and  1^  pint  of  gruel,  per  diem. 

"  On  one  other  day: — 20  ounces  of  bread,  IJ  ounce  of  cheese,  IJ 
pint  of  soup,  and  1^  pint  of  gruel. 

"  On  two  other  days: — 5  ounces  of  cooked  meat,  1  pound  of  pota- 
toes or  other  vegetables,  14  ounces  of  bread,  1}  ounce  of  cheese,  and  1| 
pint  of  gruel. 

'<  On  one  other  day : — 4  ounces  of  bacon,  1  pound  of  potatoes  or 
other  vegetables,  14  ounces  of  bread,  1^  ounce  of  cheese,  and  1^  pint 
of  gruel." 

THE    CITT    OF    LONDON    UNION     DIET    TABLE    FOR   MALE    ADULTS. 

''On  three  days  in  the  week,  daily,  7  ounces  of  cooked  meat,  beef  or 
mutton ;  f  of  a  pound  of  vegetables,  I  pound  of  bread,  2  ounces  of 
cheese,  i  pint  of  milk  porridge,  a  pint  of  beer  at  dinner  and  a  pint 
at  supper. 

*'  On  three  other  days  (instead  of  meat),  1^  pint  of  soup  (made  on  a 
good  allowance  of  materials),  and  a  single  pint  of  beer.  Other  articles 
(except  vegetables),  the  same  as  on  the  three  foimer. 

''  On  remaining  day,  instead  of  meat  or  soup,  I  pound  of  suet  pud- 
ding ;  or,  boiled  rice,  with  milk  and  sugar ;  a  pint  of  beer  at  dinner  and 
a  pint  at  supper.     Other  articles  the  same  as  the  last  mentioned  three 


The  Dudley  guardians  declared  the  former  dietary  to  be  insufficient 
for  the  miners  and  forgemen  in  their  district,  and  adopted  the  same  die- 
tary as  the  City  of  London.  The  Dudley  dietary  may  be  best  ex- 
amined in  the  subjoined  form : 

Weekly  oz.  Daily  average.  Carbon  oz.         Nitrogen  oz. 

Bread ]25  18  5.4 

Oatmeal  (for  gruel)    -     14  2  .5 

Potatoes 48  7  .8 

Meat,  bacon,  cheese    -39  4  2.0  1.0 

216  31  8.7  1.0 

The  Dudley  dietary  contains  nearly  8|  ounces  of  carbon,  or  three 
fourths  of  the  carbon  in  Dr.  Dalton's  diet  and  the  military  rations.  The 
workhouse  diet  would  furnish  75  per  cent,  of  the  ordinary  quantity  of 
carbonic  acid  formed  in  the  human  machine.  When  this  matter  was 
discussed,  recently,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  opinion  of  a  physician 
was  cited  on  the  subject  of  the  dietary  ;  and  Liord  Melbourne  met  the 
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arguments  of  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  by  a  denuDciation,  not  only  of  this 
opinion  in  particular,  but  of  medical  opinions  generally : — 

'<  With  respect  to  the  case  of  Dudley  itself"  his  lordship  said,  "  he 
was  not  prepared  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  it.  Thus  much,  however, 
he  must  say,  that  he  had  no  great  opinion  of  the  views  of  medical  men 
on  a  subject  of  this  kind  ;  their  sentiments  on  a  question  of  this  nature 
were,  in  his  judgment,  the  worst  that  could  be  attended  to.  A  medical 
man  was  more  conversant  with  a  6t  and  proper  diet  for  sick  persons  than 
for  those  who  were  in  health,  and  every  body  knew  that  even  with  re- 
ference  to  that,  medical  men  differed  very  widely  in  their  views  and 
opinions,  and  in  his  (Viscount  Melbourne's)  judgment  the  best  test  for 
such  a  dietary  was  the  test  of  experience." 

If  Lord  Melbourne  had  said  that  the  opinions  of  military  or  naval 
men  in  professional  matters  were  contradictory,  and  of  no  value — if 
he  had  used  the  same  language  with  reference  to  lawyers,  or  parsons, 
twenty  noble  lords  would  have  been  on  their  legs  in  a  moment  to  pro- 
test against  the  gratuitous  attack.  The  Premier's  sarcasm  in  the  present 
case  was  unprovoked,  and  sure  to  meet  with  no  retort ;  but  was  the 
statement  just?  Cervantes  narrates  a  story  in  which  the  governor  of  a 
certain  island,  seated  at  the  dinner  table,  was  highly  incensed  with  one 
Dr.  Pedro  Positive,  who  waved  a  white  wand,  and  motioned  away 
every  delicacy  which  his  Excellency  selected.  Governor  Panza  con- 
signed the  doctor  forthwith  to  a  dungeon,  and  addressed  him  (not  his 
profession)  in  unmeasured  terms  of  condemnation  as  a  conspirator 
against  his  life.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  a  Prime  Minister  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, hard  pressed  and  mortified,  giving  vent  to  the  taunt  as- 
cribed to  Lord  Melbourne.  But  no  doctor  in  the  House  of  Lords  at- 
tempted to  place  a  restraint  on  the  Premier's  appetite,  or  to  say  that  he 
should  not  have  any  morceau  that  he  might  fancy,  from  a  truffle  to  a  rog' 
non  broche.  The  only  declaration  made  was,  that  the  poor  men  in  the 
workhouse  of  Dudley  were  not  allowed  sufficient  food  to  sustain  health 
— a  humane  and  timely  announcement  Lord  Radnor  is  reported  to 
have  said,  in  the  same  debate,  that — 

''  He  could  not  at  present  compare  the  diet  of  a  man  in  the  work- 
house with  the  diet  of  a  man  employed,  in  full  labor,  at  Dudley  ;  but 
he  was  prepared  with  a  comparison  between  the  diet  a  man  received  in 
the  Dudley  workhouse,  and  that  of  certain  persons  who  had  undei^one 
sufferings  of  no  ordinary  kind.  He  (Lord  Radnor)  begged  to  contrast 
the  diet  which  the  Dudley  men,  in  the  workhouse,  consumed,  with  that 
which  had  been  consumed  by  an  adventurous  body  of  men  who  had 
been  subjected  to  much  heavier  labors — he  alluded  to  the  crew  of  Capt. 
Parry  in  their  expedition  to  the  North  Pole.  Each  roan  in  that  expe- 
dition, in  the  most  inclement  season,  and  at  the  highest  latitude  they 
bad  reached,  bad  less  food,  by  several  ounces,  than  the  Dudley  pau- 
pers ;  even  the  female  pauper  in  Dudley  workhouse  had  20  per  cent, 
more  solid  food  a  week  than  each  man  received  in  that  northern  expe- 
dition, commanded  by  Capt.  Parry.  He  (Lord  Radnor)  could  not  but 
consider  the  complaint,  contained  in  the  petition,  perfectly  groundless." 

The  "  Voyages  "  of  Captain  Parry  are  fraught  with  inter^ling  phy- 
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mlogieal  fects,  aDd  in  all  the  voyages  that  he  made,  the  subject  of  food 
received  special  attemion.  Captain  Parry,  id  bis  published  works, 
dwells  on  the  unbounded  Jiberality  with  which  ail  the  suppiies  were  fur- 
Dished,  by  the  Government,  for  his  crew. 

Lord  Radnor  refers  to  the  short  period  of  61  days  spent  ia  the  boats 
and  <m  the  ice,  id  the  inclement  season  extending  from  June  22  to 
August  21,  1827.  Twenty-eight  men,  including  Captain  Parry,  at- 
tempted to  approach  the  NorUi  Pole ;  they  had  to  carry  their  piovi- 
sions ;  the  least  possible  quantity  was  taken  ;  it  was  a  tour  de  force, 
BMde  by  strong,  hardy-bodied  men. '  Provision  was  taken  for  seventy- 
one  days.  The  daily  allowance  for  each  man  was  biscuit,  made  by  Mr. 
Lemann,  10  ounces ;  beef  pemmican,  9  ounces  ;  sweetened  cocoa  pow- 
der, 1  ounce  ;  rum,  1  gill ;  with  3  ounces  of  tobacco  weekly.  Pemmi- 
can is  made  by  drying  thin  slices  of  meat  over  the  smoke  of  wood  6re8; 
pounding  it,  and  then  mixing  it  with  nearly  an  equal  weight  of  its  own 
fat.  An  excellent  thing  is  that  pemmican.  It  contains  a  lai^e  propor- 
tion of  nutriment  in  a  small  compass.  The  21  ounces  contained  liule 
less  than  11  ounces  of  carbon,  besides  2  ounces  of  nitrogen,  without 
faking  into  account  the  carbon  in  a  gill  of  concentrated  rum.  Five 
pounds  of  flour  will  scarcely  make  5  pounds  of  biscuit,  while  it  will 
make  7  pounds  of  common  bread.  In  Lord  Radnor's  calculation,  bb- 
cuit  is  confounded  with  bread,  and  pemmican  with  potatoes.  The  al- 
lowance, however,  on  this  short  expedition,  was  found  to  be  insufficient, 
as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  extracts  from  the  journal  of  the  voyage. 

"June  22nd.     The  expedition  started. 

*^  July  6th.  We  served  out  an  extra  ounce  of  bread,  and  one  of 
pemmican  for  supper ;  an  addition  to  the  allowance  which  w«  were  fre- 
quently obliged  to  make  afterwards,  to  prevent  our  going  to  bed  hungry." 
—P.  74. 

The  travellers  met  with  several  helps  by  the  way. 

'^  July  9th.  We  again  allowed  ourselves  a  hot  supper,  having  shot 
eight  or  nine  birds  since  our  last." 

This  only  whetted  the  general  hunger,  and  when  a  bear  appeared  oo 
die  1st  of  August,  his  flesh  was  prospectively  consigned  to  the  cooking 
kettle.  The  prospect  was,  however,  clouded  by  Bruin's  escape.  NoC 
so  always : — 

**  August  7th.  A  fat  she-bear  crossed  over  a  lane  of  water  to  ^int 
OS,  and  was  killed  by  Lieutenant  Ross.  Before  the  animal  bad  dona 
biting  the  snow,  one  of  the  men  was  alongside  of  her,  with  an  open 
knife,  and,  being  asked  what  he  was  about  to  do,  replied,  that  be  was 
going  to  cut  out  her  heart  and  liver  to  put  into  the  pot,  which  bappeaed 
to  be  then  boiling  for  our  supper.  In  short,  before  the  bear  had  been 
dead  an  hour,  all  of  us  were  employed,  to  our  great  satisfaction,  in  dia- 
cossing  the  merits,  not  only  of  the  said  heart  and  liver,  but  a  pound,  per 
man,  of  the  flesh  ;  besides  whichy  some  or  other  of  the  men  toere  con- 
stantly  frying  steaJcs  during  the  whole  of  the  day,  over  a  largo  fira 
made  of  the  blubber." 

We  beg  the  reader  to  glance,  with  Lord  Radnor,  from  '^  this  advm- 
turous  body  of  men "  to  the  Dudley  workhouse,  where  forgemeo    »f©. 
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or  werO)  luxuriating  on  18  ounces  of  bread,  7  oonees  of  potatoes,  and  4 

i      ounces  of  bard  cheese,  meat  or  bacon,  with  water  gruel,  daily  :•— 

i         ''  Notwithstanding  these  excesses  at  first,  we  were  really  thankful  for 

^      this  additional  supply  of  meat ;  for  we  had  observed^  for  some  time 

pa$t,  that  the  men  were  easidently  not  so  strong  as  before,  and  would  be 

the  better  for  more  na^enance."— P.  115. 

^'August  lOtb.  Another  bear  came  towards  the  boiats,  and  was 
killed.  We  were  now  so  abundantly  supplied  with  meat,  that  the  men 
would  have  eaten  again  immediately,  bad  not  the  necessary  authority 
inter|K)8ed  to  prevent  them.  As  it  was,  our  encampment  became  so  like 
an  Elsquimaux  establishment,  that  we  were  obliged  to  shift  our  place,  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness  and  comfort."— 
P.  117. 

*' August  11th.  We  quitted  the  ice,  after  having  taken  up  our  abode 
upon  it  forty-eight  days. 

"  August  21st.  We  were  received  on  board  after  sixty-one  days' 
(not  seventy-one)  absence." 

As  in  the  experiments,  so  here,  the  men  did  not  immediately  recover 
when  the  supply  of  food  was  abundant. 

"  We  had  all  become,  in  a  certain  degree,  gradually  weaker  for  some 
time  past ;  but  only  three  men  of  our  party  now  reauired  medical  care, 
two  of  them  mth  badly  swelled  legs,  and  general  debility,  and  the 
other  from  a  bruise." 

On  Monday  last  Lord  Radnor  stated,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  a 
number  of  paupers  in  the  Dudley  workhouse  fell  sick,  and  that  a  sus* 
picion  arose  that  the  illness  was  simply  dyspepsia,  caused  by  over* 
feeding ! ! 


MERCURY. 

FROU   BIOMOITD's    LECTURES    ON   THE   MATERIA   MEDICA. 
[Continued  Troin  pag«  3S3.] 

The  two  salts  formed  by  the  combination  of  chlorine  with  mercury, 
are  those  to  which  I  shall  at  present  call  your  attention,  because  they 
are  the  most  important  preparations  of  that  metal  which  are  employed, 
and  have  been  the  subject  of  the  most  earnest  investigations  both  by 
chemists  and  physicians.  Hydraigyri  chloridum  of  the  present  Phar- 
macopceia  is  the  submnrias  hydrargyri,  the  murias  hydrargyri  mitis,  the 
tnercurias  dulcis  sublimatus,  the  calomelas,  the  protocbloridum  hy- 
drargyri of  other  pharmacopceias,  and  the  well-known  calomel  in  com-^ 
ttion  acceptation  ;  it  is  composed  of  one  equivalent  of  mercury  and  oma 
equivalent  of  chlorine.  The  hydrargyfi  bichloridum  is  the  hydrargyri 
oxy murias,  the  hydrargyri  muriaius,  the  mercurius  corrosivos  sublimatu^, 
tHe  deuto-chloridum  of  different  pharmacopoeias,  and  the  corrosive  sub^ 
fimate  of  the  old  English  dispensatories,  and  is  composed  of  two  equiva- 
lents of  chlorine  and  one  of  mercury.  Nothing  can  be  more  injudicious 
Iban  the  great  number  of  alterations  t^hich  have  taken  place  in  the 
nottienclature  of  chemistry,  and  no  salts  have  undergone  such  a  variety 
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of  changes  as  these  have  done,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  medical 
science  and  to  the  detriment  of  society.  Professor  Brande  has  very 
properly  observed — ''  It  is  very  inconvenient  to  alter  pharmaceutical 
terms,  according  to  the  changes  in  chemical  nomenclature  ;  and  as  phy* 
sicians  in  practice  have  not  come  to  accord  on  this  particular,  I  can  see 
no  ohjection  to  the  term  calomel  for  one  substance,  and  corrosive  subli- 
mate for  the  other,  pharmaceutically  speaking."  It  is  a  subject  of .  great 
regret  that  the  attempt  should  be  made,  because  it  can  never  be  success- 
ful ;  for  some  chemists  call  calomel  protochloride,  others  chloride,  and 
some  denominate  sublimate,  perchloride,  others  deutochloride,  and 
others  again— as  does  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians — bichloride. 
As  physicians  have  not  yet  generally  made  the  alteration  in  their  pre- 
scriptions, no  accidents  have,  as  yet,  occurred  ;  but  I  shall  not  be  sur- 
prised, notwithstanding  the  increased  intelligence  of  those  who  make  up 
medicines,  if  mistakes  be  made.  In  Paris,  a  physician  prescribed  four 
grains  of  the  protochloride  for  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  seven 
years  of  age  ;  the  apprentice  committed  the  fatal  error  of  using  corro- 
sive sublimate,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  the  unhappy  father  was, 
in  one  day,  rendered  childless.  The  young  man,  who  was  thus  the  in- 
strument of  death,  was  sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment,  and  con- 
demned to  pay  2000  francs  to  the  father.  Nor  did  the  master  of  the 
youth  escape  punishment,  for  he  was  ordered  to  pay  the  same  sum  to 
the  father,  and  likewise  a  penalty  of  fifty  francs  for  not  keeping  a  poison 
under  lock  and  key.  But  in  Brussels  a  still  fuore  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance took  place.  Dr.  Sentes,  a  physician  of  very  high  character 
and  long  standing,  prescribed  for  the  child  of  a  friend  in  tliis  manner : — 
Murias  hydrargyri,  gr.  iij.  The  apothecary,  on  whom  Dr.  Sentes  called, 
made  up  a  packet  containing  three  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate,  and  he 
himself  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  doctor,  making  no  observation. 
The  latter  gentleman  mixed  the  powder  with  syrup  and  gave  it  to  the 
child,  whose  death  it  produced,  with  all  the  symptoms  usually  attendant 
upon  this  poison.  The  family  prosecuted  the  physician,  but  the  court 
at  Brussels  declared  that  there  was  no  cause  for  proceedings.  On  the 
appeal,  however,  of  the  Attorney-General,  the  affair  was  referred  to 
another  tribunal,  and  M.  de  Fontenelle,  of  Paris,  was  appointed  to  de- 
cide what  is  the  murias  hydrargyri.  In  some  of  the  older  dispensato- 
ries, calomel  was  called  the  mild  muriate,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
corrosive.  It  was  expressed,  hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius,  whilst  the 
corrosive  sublimate  was  called  hydrargyrum  muriatum.  You  may 
imagine  that  carelessness  might  produce  mischief  in  prescribing  and 
omitting  the  word  mitius ;  but  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  care  and 
accuracy  of  the  learned  men  of  the  day,  if  there  was  actually  an 
edition  allowed  to  go  out  to  the  profession  with  the  omission  of  this 
most  important  word  ?  Such;  however,  is  recorded  to  have  been 
the  case. 

The  alchemists,  in  their  vain  attempts  to  discover  the  philosopher's 
stone,  made  various  experiments  with  the  spirit  of  sea-salt,  the  hydro* 
chloric  acid  of  the  present  day,  upon  mercury,  and  they  discovered 
and  gave  descriptions  of  the  two  preparations  upon  which  pharmaGCH 
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heists  afterwards  made  their  various  experiments.  Bergmann  eita- 
mined  tbem  with  great  minuteness,  but  he  arrived  at  no  sound  conclu- 
sions; he  neither  ascertained  their  chemical  constitution  nor  did  he  compre- 
hend the  difference  between  them.  It  is  to  the  French  chemist,  Ber- 
thollet,  we  are  indebted  for  the  knowledge  we  possess  of  their  distinc- 
tive characters,  and  the  state  of  combination  of  the  acid  and  the  metal ; 
it  is  upon  the  oxide  of  the  metal,  and  not  upon  the  mercury  itself,  that 
the  acid  exerts  its  power. 

Various  have  been  the  processes  for  forming  these  two  salts.  Berg- 
mann has  described  a  great  number.  The  present  formula  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia is  founded  upon  the  old  process  of  Kunckel,  which  was  re- 
vived by  Boulduc,  and  is  said  to  afford  the  purest  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury. It  is  thus  given : — Take  of  mercury  two  pounds,  sulphuric  acid 
three  pounds,  chloride  of  sodium  a  pound  and  a  half;  boil  the  mercury 
with  the  sulphuric  acid  in  a  proper  vessel,  until  the  bipersulpbate  of 
mercury  remains  dry  ;  rub  this,  when  it  is  cold,  with  the  chloride  of 
sodium  in  an  earthen  mortar ;  then  sublime  with  a  heat  gradually  raised. 
In  this  instance,  after  the  sublimation  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  pure 
sulphate  of  soda  remains  only  at  the  bottom.  Fourcroy  has  pointed 
out  other  preparations,  such  as  the  one  from  the  mixture  of  equal  parts 
of  sulphate  of  iron  and  chloride  of  sodium,  acted  upon  by  violent  heat, 
which  is  still  followed  in  the  large  manufactories  of  Holland ;  another, 
which  is  very  quickly  performed,  and  does  not  expose  the  persons  em* 
ployed  to  the  danger  from  vapor,  is  the  pouring  hydrochloric  acid  upon 
a  nitric  solution  of  the  metal  and  evaporating  the  liquor  ;  the  acid  of 
the  nitre  disengages  itself  in  the  form  of  vapor,  and  the  liquid,  when 
cooled,  deposits  regular  and  pure  crystals  of  corrosive  sublimate.  These 
are  in  form  of  a  number  of  needles  lying  close  to  each  other,  appearing 
to  be  tetrahedral  and  compressed.  There  seem  to  be  various  shaped 
crystals  obtained,  but  Mr.  Phillips  says,  the  cleavages  in  the  crystals  of 
this  substance  are  parallel  to  the  lateral  and  to  the  terminal  planes  of  a 
right  rhombic  prism  of  93  degrees  44  minutes,  which,  therefore,  may  be 
regarded  as  the  primary  form.  Physicians  and  chemists  have  compared 
the  terminal  points  to  the  beards  of  feathers  and  to  sword  blades,  and 
explained  the  effects  of  corrosive  sublimate  upon  the  animal  economy 
by  their  mechanical  action ;  and  Dr.  Mead  thus  gives  his  theory  :— 
"  These  crystals  are  to  be  considered  as  so  many  sharp  knives,  or  dag- 
gers, wounding  and  stabbing  the  tender  coats  of  the  stomach,  and  abrad- 
ing their  natural  mucus,  and  irritating  their  nervous  lining,  upon  which 
convulsions  and  vomitings,  with  excessive  pain,  must  follow,  and  the 
bloodvessels  being,  at  the  same  time,  parched,  all  the  adjacent  parts  will 
be  inflamed."  It  lique6es  by  heat ;  it  possesses  a  considerable  degree 
of  volatility,  from  which  circumstance,  and  its  corroding  power,  it  re- 
ceived the  name  of  corrosive  sublimate.  It  is  completely  soluble  in 
water  and  in  sulphuric  aether.  The  notes  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  ob- 
serve, ''  that  whatever  is  thrown  down  from  water,  either  by  solution  of 
potash  or  lime  water,  is  of  a  reddish  color ;  or,  if  a  sufficient  quantity 
be  added,  it  is  yellow :  this  yellow  substance,  by  heat,  emits  oxygen, 
and  runs  into  globules  of  mercury.    Its  composition  is  not  changed  by 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


882  Mercury. 

the  actioD  of  air,  but  it  loses,  upon  exposure,  some  degree  of  its  transpa- 
rency, beoornes^wbite,  opaque  and  pulverulent.  If  placed  upon  the 
tongue,  it  has  a  stypiiCy  strong,  and  even  horrible  taste,  leaving,  {or 
some  time,  a  most  disagreeable  sensation  in  the  mouth.  If  this  be  pro- 
pagated to  the  fauces  and  larynx  there  is  a  strangulating  sensation  which 
remains  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  ;  so  that  no  one  could  swallow 
it  in  any  form  capable  of  irritating  the  stomach  without  being  aware  of 
it ;  hence  an  attempt  to  poison  by  it  must  at  all  times  be  known. 

The  immediate  sensation  thus  conveyed  has,  indeed,  upon  more  than 
one  occasion,  prevented  fatal  consequences,  and  this  was  the  case  with 
the  celebrated  chemist  Thenard,  who,  whilst  delivering  his  lecture,  in- 
advertently swallowed  a  small  quantity  of  a  solution  which  he  mistook 
for  water  contained  in  a  similar  glass,  from  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
refreshing  his  mouth.  He  immediately  perceived  his  error,  and  as  it 
was  a  concentrated  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate,  great  alarm  was  ex- 
cited ;  but  as  the  discovery  of  Orfila  had  been  recently  made  of  the 
power  of  white  of  eggs  as  an  antidote,  he  immediately  procured  some, 
and  was  fortunate  enough,  by  such  means,  to  escape  injury.  A  similar 
case  is  recorded  where  a  gentleman,  by  mistake,  drank  a  portion  of  an 
alcoholic  solution  of  the  mineral,  but  was  so  alarmed  at  the  taste  that 
he  did  not  6nish  it.  He  was,  however,  seized  with  a  sense  of  lightness 
in  the  throat,  burning  at  the  stomach  and  purging.  Orfila  saw  him  two 
hours  afterwards,  when  the  symptoms  had  acquired  the  greatest  se- 
verity ;  they  were,  however,  mitigated,  and  the  patient  ultimately  saved 
by  the  administration  of  the  white  of  egg,  which  converts  the  corrosive 
sublimate  into  calomel.  Peschier  states  that  the  white  of  one  e^  will 
render  no  less  than  four  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate  innocuous.  The 
action  upon  the  stomach  and  intestines  of  this  violent  poison  is  of  the 
most  distressing  and  agonizing  character,  and  hence  this  warning  of  dan- 
ger becomes  of  the'  greatest  consequence.  The  sensations  in  the  throat 
and  gullet,  and  the  constriction,  are  almost  diagnostic  symptoms,  and 
they  sometimes  continue  throughout  the  stages,  and  mortification  of  the 
throat  has  been  known  to  be  the  principal  injury  sustained,  where  attempts 
have  been  made  vainly  to  swallow  this  salt  in  its  solid  state.  The  intes^ 
tinal  canal  exhibits,  after  death,  the  ravages  that  have  been  committed  ; 
they  are  corroded,  rendered  sphacelous,  and  parts  which  have  been 
touched  by  it  fall  off  in  gangrenous  sloughs.  The  older  chemists,  who 
were  fully  acquainted  with  the  terrible  effects  of  this  preparation,  ae-> 
eribed,  without  reason,  its  power  to  the  presence  of  the  hydrochloric 
acid.  For  the  best  details  of  the  poisonous  influence  of  corrosive  subli- 
mate, and  for  the  destructive  characters  by  which  you  are  to  judge  of 
the  power  you  possess  of  discriminating  it  from  arsenic  or  from  the  by« 
drochloric  acid,  1  must  refer  you  to  the  best  book  in  our  language  upon 
poisons,  that  of  Dr.  Christison,  which  is  the  text-book  for  any  oouiae  of 
lectures  on  medical  jurisprudence  embracing  the  important  brancb  of 
lexicology. 

The  usual  dose  which  practitioners  employ  is  at  first  the  cagbtb  of  a 
grain,  which  has  been  increased  to  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  and  it  b  gen*» 
tally  given  u  the  form  of  a  pill  made  with  crumb  of  bieail ;  it  if  lis** 
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wise  given  in  solation,  and  there  is  in  the  Pharroacopceia  a  solution  of 
bichloride  of  mercurji  the  liquor  bydrargyri  bicbloridi,  which  is  com- 
posed of  ten  grains  of  the  bichloride  and  a  similar  quantity  of  hydro- 
chlorate  of  mercury  dissolved  in  a  pint  of  distilled  water,  so  that  each 
ounce  contains  a  half  a  grain  of  the  salt;  in  the  former  directions  spirit 
was  ordered  to  be  added,  but  the  muriate  or  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia 
is  now  preferred  for  increasing  the  solvent  power  of  the  fluid  ;  the  dose 
of  this  is  from  half  a  drachm  to  two  drachms.  Some  people  are  so  ex- 
ceedingly sensitive  that  a  very  minute  Quantity  of  this  preparation  will 
produce  the  most  alarming  symptoms  ;  it  therefore  demands  very  great 
care  and  attention  in  prescribing  it.  Three  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate, 
divided  into  three  doses,  and  taken  at  long  intervals,  have  been  the 
cause  of  profuse  salivation ;  at  the  same  time  recovery  has  taken  place 
from  actual  poisoning,  where  enormous  doses  have  been  taken ;  it  is  re- 
corded that  as  much  as  half  an  ounce  was  swallowed,  that  both  bloody 
vomiting  and  purging  ensued,  but  that  the  individual  escaped  with  life. 
The  very  extraordinary  property  possessed  by  the  bichloride  of  mercury 
of  entering  into  union  with  liquid  mercury  was  very  early  known  to  the 
alchemists,  but  the  preparation  which  is  the  result,  and  which  I  have 
now  to  speak  to  you  of,  under  the  name  of  chloride  of  mercury  or  calo- 
mel, was  not  known,  as  it  has  been  stated,  to  Paracelsus,  although  it  has 
been  called  bis  laudanum.  There  were  two  laudanums  called  after  that 
extraordinary  man,  one  was  redoxide  of  mercury  ;  the  other  composed 
of  chloride  of  antimony  and  other  ingredients ;  the  recipe  is  extant. 
Which  of  the  two  was  the  one  that  has  obtained  the  great  reputation  I 
know  not,  but  its  character  was  owing  to  a  cure  effected  by  him,  and 
loudly  spoken  of  throughout  Europe.  Albertus  Basa,  physician  to  the 
King  of  Poland,  consulted  Paracelsus,  when  he  was  Professor  at  the 
University  of  Basle,  upon  the  case  of  a  patient.  The  Professor  went 
to  his  bed-side  and  found  him  in  the  last  stage  of  exhaustion,  and  the 
Polish  physician  declared  it  impossible  to  keep  him  many  hours  alive. 
Paracelsus  gave  the  dying  man  three  drops  of  his  laudanum,  and  invited 
him  to  dine  the  following  day,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  persons 
surrounding  him.  The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  patient  actually 
dined  with  his  physician.  The  preparation  of  the  mild  muriate,  or  chlo- 
ride of  mercury,  was  kept  a  profound  secret.  Oswald  Crollius,  a  Rosi- 
crucian  of  great  enthusiasm,  boasts,  in  his  *'  Basilica  Chemica,"  that  he 
can  keep  the  secret  tconcealed.     Angelus  Sela  seems  to  have  been  ac- 

?|uainted,  however,  with  it,  and  speaks  even  of  its  medical  properties, 
n  1608,  Beguin,  in  bis  '*  Tyroconium  Chemicum,"  describes  it  with 
great  accuracy,  and  calls  it  draco  mitigatus.  It  appears  to  have  obtained 
a  vast  variety  of  names ;  it  is  said  to  have  been  called  calomel  from  the 
Greek  word  signifying  handsome  black,  as  it  was  prepared  by  a  black 
slave  of  singular  beauty ;  it  was  also  named  "  draco  mitigatus,"  **  aquila 
mitigata,"  m>m  the  mildness  which  it  was  supposed  to  communicate  to 
corrosive  sublimate,  the  draco  ferox.  It  was  also  known  under  the 
I  of  <<  manna  metallorum  panacea/'  ^^  pancbymagoga  quercetani.'' 

[To  b«  contlnaftd.J 
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CEMETERIES  OF  BOSTON. 

Burial  fields,  which  our  forefathers  supposed  they  had  located,  io  most 
instances,  in  the  outskirts  of  towns,  in  the  progress  of  ages,  in  nearly  all 
the  oldest  cities  in  this  country,  are  now  in  the  very  midst  of  the  living. 
Had  these  pioneers  of  civilization  in  the  wilderness  of  America,  who 
were  proverbially  wise  in  whatever  regarded  the  liberty,  health  and 
general  prosperity  of  the  people,  contemplated  the  future  growth  of 
cities  out  of  the  small  beginnings  of  a  cluster  of  fishing  huts,  they  would 
undoubtedly  have  buried  their  dead  beyond  the  probable  boundaries  of  a 
dense  population.  But  since  these  sacred  resting  places  of  those  who 
have  gone  down  to  the  grave,  are  now  surrounded  by  our  dwellings,  and 
both  custom  and  law  still  favor  the  accumulation  of  bodies  in  these  great 
receptacles,  it  is  important  that  we  should  practise  the  best  possible  sys- 
tem of  sanitary  police  in  regard  to  them,  with  reference  to  the  wellbeing 
of  those  residing  in  their  vicinity,  it  is  no  part  of  our  design  to  discuss 
the  question,  oflen  adverted  to  in  this  Journal,  about  the  propriety  or 
expediency  of  interdicting  burials  in  cities  altogether  ;  although  we  un- 
hesitatingly declare  that  it  is  high  time  a  legislative  act  should  forever 
forbid  another  interment  within  the  twelve  wards  of  the  metropolis  of 
New  England. 

If  anything  can  obviate  the  bad  effects  which  a  vast  mass  of  putres- 
cent animal  matter,  in  various  stages  of  decomposition,  has  a  tendency 
to  produce,  the  measures  now  in  successful  operation,  in  Boston,  offer  a 
partially  counteracting  influence.  We  allude  particularly  to  the  refined 
taste  of  planting  a  multitude  of  trees  and  shrubbery  among  the  tombs. 
The  Granary  presents  a  delightful  aspect,  with  its  waving  foliage.  How 
much  it  may  modify  the  character  of  the  exhalations  arising  from  hun- 
dreds of  deep,  dark,  humid  vaults,  cannot  be  estimated.  That  some- 
thing is  produced,  favorable  to  the  condition  of  the  living,  will  not  be 
denied.  Nearly  all  the  old  yards,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  one 
here  alluded  to,  are  truly  sear  and  barren  places,  naked  and  treeless,  and 
therefore  the  more  to  be  feared. 

Under  the  judicious  management  of  Mr.  Hewes,  the  new  cemetery 
on  the  Neck,  between  Roxbury  and  Boston,  exhibits,  in  gratifying  com- 
binations, the  skill  of  an  artist  and  the  discretion  of  a  philosopher.  The 
tombs  being  partially  above  ground,  a  rapid  escape  of  noxious  effluvia 
takes  place,  which  in  all  the  others  is  sealed  up  in  pits,  to  be  let  loose, 
by  the  sexton,  in  volumes  whenever  one  of  them  is  opened.  Next,  the 
Southend  cemetery  is  not  only  elegantly  laid  out  in  squares,  divided 
by  lanes,  beautifully  bordered  with  an  infinitude  of  elegant  flowers,  but 
a  rich  variety  of  thrifly  trees  cluster  together  over  the  neatly  swept 
paths,  which  actually  renders  them  delightful  walks,  wholly  divested  of 
the  ordinary  gloom  that  pertains  to  the  habitations  of  the  dead.  This 
beautiful  enclosure  should  be  visited  to  be  appreciated-^and  it  should  be 
protected,  too,  by  the  municipal  authorities,  and  always  be  in  the  process 
of  being  madd  better  and  more  highly  ornamented. 
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The  superintendent  of  burial  grounds,  while  exerting  himself  to  pro- 
duce  a  specimen  of  what  a  cemetery  should  be  in  town,  if  one  is  to  be 
tolerated,  has  unconsciously  raised  a  chaste  and  beautiful  monument  to 
his  own  memory. 

ne  Philosophy  of  Medicine, -^Dr.  Ticknor's  excellent  production, 
which  was  the  subject  of  a  former  notice  in  this  place,  several  weeks 
ago,  seems  to  be  gaining  admirers  amongst  a  class  of  readers  which 
would  gratify  the  pride  of  any  author.  As  it  was  not  exclusively  fitted 
to  the  precise  meridian  of  medical  men,  but  made  plain  to  the  under- 
standing of  every  order,  its  success,  as  a  standard  work,  is  no  longer  in- 
yolved  in  doubt.  To  undeceive  the  deceived  multitudes  who  are  cajoled 
by  a  high-handed  phalanx  of  empirics,  and  show  them  clearly  how  egre- 
giously  they  are  imposed  upon  by  knaves,  who  build  up  splendid  fortunes 
by  the  sale  of  secret  mixtures  called  medicines,  which  the  inventors 
would  never  think  of  swallowing  themselves,  is,  indeed,  a  bold  and  phi- 
lanthropic undertaking.  The  more  we  study  Dr.  Ticknor's  plan  of  rea- 
soning, the  more  we  are  convinced  of  its  being  the  only  method  which 
has  been  devised  for  eventually  overthrowing  the  nefarious  quackery  of 
this  country.  Intelligent  people  are  those  which  he  addresses  ;  and  from 
such  alone  is  that  influence  to  radiate  which  must  ultimately  revolu- 
tionize the  popular  vulgar  opinion.  Should  another  edition  be  demanded 
— and  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  of  it — we  should,  above  all  things, 
admire  to  see  Brandreth  and  Evans,  of  New  York,  the  two  emperors 
of  modern  quacks,  whose  increasing  riches  are  drawn  from  fools,  dressed 
in  appropriate  costume. 


Diseases  of  the  Teeth. — From  the  press  of  Messrs.  Gould  &  Newman, 
of  New  York,  we  have  been  presented  with  a  plain,  sensibly-written 
octavo  treatise,  of  ninety-six  pages,  entitled  ^'  Observations  on  the  Struc- 
ture, Physiology,  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  the  Teeth,"  in  two  parts — 
the  first  by  Harvey  Burdell,  M.D.,  and  the  second  by  John  Burdell, 
dentist.  In  the  first  place,  the  book  presents  a  popular  view  of  all  that 
is  known  about  the  diseases  of  these  necessary,  indispensably  necessary 
organs,  and  rends  the  veil  which  has  enveloped  the  whole  mystery  of 
the  manufacture  of  the  incorruptible  mineral  teeth,  about  which  some  of 
the  least  scientific  operative  dentists  have  been  quacking  half  a  dozen 
years,  as  a  pretext  for  enormous  charges,  on  account  of  the  terrible  ex- 
pense of  making  them.  Part  second  is  by  far  the  most  valuable  division 
of  the  book — full  of  drawings  and  sterling  practical  remarks.  If  five  or 
six  thousand  could  be  distributed  through  the  country  and  introduced 
into  families,  much  benefit  would  be  derived  from  the  perusal.  Not  one 
of  a  thousand  have  the  least  kind  of  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  structure 
or  diseases  of  the  teeth  ;  nor  does  the  dentist  reach  one  in  ten  thousand, 
in  the  interior  of  the  country,  who  would  be  essentially  benefited  by  this 
excellent  and  seasonable  production.  It  is  valuable  above  almost  any 
manual  of  the  kind  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time,  because  it  shows,  to 
the  most  common  understanding,  how  the  teeth  may  be  preserved  in 
good  condition  in  childhood  and  age. 


Mediced  Doings  in  Congress. — For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  un- 
tiring obtrasiveness  of  the  Thomsonian  steamers,  the  following  sketch  of 
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the  mode  in  wbtch  aa  efibrt  was  made  fo  steal  a  march  oe  Congress, 
whilst  legislating,  receatty,  for  the  District  of  Cohiiabia,  is  given  in  da* 
tail — a  scrap  worth  preservation  for  future  historical  reference. 

Afler  acting  upon  a  number  of  private  bills,  the  House  took  op  the 
bill  to  revive  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table. 

Petrikin  hoped  that  that  motion  would  be  withdrawn  to  enable  him  to 

f resent  a  remonstrance  against  the  bill,  which  he  took  from  his  poekeL 
A  general  laugh.] 

The  chair  said  that  such  a  proceeding  would  not  be  regular. 

The  amendments  proposed  being  read, 

Petrikin  asked  to  have  the  remonstrance  he  had  alluded  to  read  alao. 
This  was  refused. 

Mr.  P.  then  opposed  the  bill.  He  had  practised  medicine  for  twenty- 
one  years,  and  he  would  like  the  people  of  the  country  to  know  who 
were  for  establishing  monopolies,  and  who  were  not  Mr.  P.  then  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  remonstrance  he  held  in  his  hand,  which,  so  (ar  aa  the 
reporter  could  hear  its  contents,  appeared  lo  be  a  defence  of  the  Botanic 
or  Thom^onian,  against  the  alleged  monopoly  of  the  regular,  systeou 

Reed  made  a  few  observations  in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  was  proper 
to  protect  the  people  of  the  District  against  the  humbuggery  of  quack 
doctors. 

Bouldin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  District  Afiairs,  said  a  few 
words  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Taylor  made  some  statements  in  relation  to  the  danger  of  unlicensed 
and  uneducated  practitioners  of  medicine,  and  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  requiring  of  the  practitioner  to  produce  a  certificate  of  having 
gone  through  a  proper  course  of  medical  study. 

Boon  was  opposed  to  what  he  called  this  abominably  aristoerafic  bilT. 
Nine-tenths  of  the  time  he  had  rather  trust  himself  in  the  hands  of 
an  old  woman  with  her  herbs,  than  in  those  of  the  regular  practitroneni. 

Afler  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  bill  by  Mallory,  the  amendments 
were  concurred  in. 

An  ineflTectual  attempt  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  Petrikin  ftaroiog; 
failed  to  obtain  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Having  been  read  a  third  time,  the  bill  Was  passed. 


Catalogues  »f  Medical  Colleger  warded, — If  some  member  of  the  fa- 
culty of  each  of  the  following  medical  institutions  will  have  the  goodneaa 
to  forward  to  the  address  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joiunal^ 
with,  all  the  necessary  corrections  where  there  have  been  new  appoint- 
raents  or  recent  resignations — the  last  printed  catalogues,  it  will  veij 

freatly  oblige: — University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.;,  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,.  New  York  ;,  Dartmouth  College^  Hanover^ 
N..  H.  ;  University  of  Maryland,  Baltimore  ;  CoUegp  od  Pbysiciana  and 
Surflroons  of  the  Western  District,  Fairfield,  N^  Y. ;  Medical  Institution 
of  Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn.  ;  Transylvania  Medical  Inatita- 
tion,  Lexington,  Ky.  ;  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati ;  YerinoDl 
Medical  Acadeoiy,  Castleton  ;  Medical  School  of  Maine,  Brunswick  ; 
Medical  CoUega  of  South.  Caioliaav  Chariestoa  f  Jeibivon^  Metfeal 
College,  PhUadelphia.;  llokfmtmty  Medsedl  School  of  Virgiwa,.  CSmw 
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lottesviUe ;  Washington  Medical  College,  Bakimore,  Md.  ;  Medical 
College  of  Georgia,  Augusta  ;  Medical  College  of  Louisiana,  New  Or- 
leans ;' Medical  Institution  of  Geneva  College,  Geneva,  N.  Y.  *,  Medi- 
cal Department  of  Cincinnati  Colleee,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  ;  Vermont 
Medical  College,  Woodstock,  Vt.  ;  Willoughby  Medical  Department, 
Cbagrine,  Ohio. 

The  daj  the  lecture  term  commences,  the  price  of  each  professor'^ 
ticket,  matriculation  fee,  duration  of  the  course,  the  cost  of  graduation, 
and  the  time  degrees  are  conferred,  are  also  items  of  importance.  Un- 
less the  above  information  is  transmitted  within  a  few  weeks,  it  can  be  of 
DO  service.  It  is  important  to  the  interest  of  each  institution  that  the 
editor  of  the  Journal  should  be  in  possession  of  the  facts. 


MUk  SicknuB, — The  Governor  of  Kentucky  has  offered  a  premium  of 
j^lOOO  for  the  discovery  of  the  origin  of  a  disease  bearing  the  above  cog- 
nomen, in  that  State,  represented  to  be  as  malignant  as  the  cholera- 
having  already  destroyed  hundreds.     It  has  appeared  also  in  Indiana 

and  Ohio. 

■ 

Climate  of  J^ew  Yorky  Massachuaetta  and  Vermoni, — Our  old  friend  Dr. 
J.  A.  Gallup,  has  this  season  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  dif- 
ference in  time  of  the  expansion  of  the  apple  blossom  (which  probably 
indicates  correctly  the  difference  in  seasons)  on  the  western  side  of  Long 
Island,  in  Northampton,  and  in  Woodstock.  In  the  fir^st  place  the  blos- 
soms were  fully  expanded  on  the  16th  of  May,  in  Northampton  on  the 
22d  of  May,  and  in  Woodstock  on  the  4th  of  June — making  a  difference 
of  eighteen  days  between  the  expansion  at  Long  Island  and  Woodstock, 
and  six  days  between  that  at  Northampton  and  Long  Island. 


Mode  of  obtaining  Creosote, — The  following  is  an  economical  method 
of  obtainmg  creosote,  proposed  by  M.  Cozzi.  A  quantity  of  tar  is  dis- 
tilled in  an  alembic,  and  the  products  collected  in  a  cylindrical  vessel 
half  filled  with  water.  The  products  are  acetic  acid,  eussion,  parafin, 
and  creosote,  which  latter  is  recognized  by  its  specific  gravity.  The  im- 
pure creosote  is  isolated  from  the  other  products  by  means  of  a  syphon, 
and  OB  this  being  done  sulplmric  acid,  weakened  with  one  half  water,  is 
added  ;  the  creosote  now  mounts  to  the  surface  of  this  fluid,  which  is 
warmed  by  an  admixture  of  boiling  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  super- 
natant  fluid  is  drawn  off  and  placed  in  an  open-mouthed  bottle,  one-third 
filled.  Thk  is  exposed  to  the  air  for  three  days,  and  the  product  again 
distilled,  when  a  reddish  fluid  is  obtained.  The  latter  having  been  treated 
thrice  in  a  similar  manner  furnished  pure  creosote,  limpid  as  water,  of 
1.007  specific  gravity,  and  boiling  at  205  degrees  R. — Journal  de  Chem, 
Med,,  SAtLj,  1S38. 


Tubercles. — It  has  not  yet  been  proved  that  the  presence  of  tubercles 
in  the  lungs  of  children,  even  to  a  considerable  degree,  presents  a  con- 
tra-indication  to  the  performance  of  capital  operations.  M.  Ru&  ha» 
seen  amputations  of  the  leg  and  thigh  in  children,  succeed  very  well, 
although  persons  well  exercised  in  the  practice  of  auscultatioa  had  dis- 
covered tubercles  in  the  langs.--*l40fice(» 
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To  CoRRESPom>i(VTS.^Dr^Toothaker  requests  us  to  state  that  No.  10  of  fau 
art^clefl  on  Medical  Botany  ^11  be  delayed  a  week  or  two,  for  tJbe  further  exami- 
nation of  a  specimen  lately  recehre'd  by  \jim  from  a  gentleman  in  the  Western 
part  of  the  State.       •      * 

Whol^number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  14, 34.    Males,  9— females,  15. 

Consumption,  4— croup,  1— liver  complaint,  1— typhous  fever,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— old  afs, 
9— infantile,  1— lung  fever,  1— intemperance,  3— pericarditis,  1— fits,  1— drinking  cold  water,  1— 
scrofula,  1— apoplexy,  I— scarlet  fever,  1— cancer  of  the  womb,  1— hooping  cough,  1— stillborn,  I. 

;  BERKSHIRE"  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

Trc  annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1838,  in  this  Institution,  wlH  commence  on  CheS3d  of  August 
(the  last  Thursday  but  one  in  the  month)  and  continue  thir^en  weeks. 

The  pre*r<kiuisice8  for  admission  to  an  examination  fof  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  are,  three 
full  years'  study  under  a  regular  practitioner  of  medicine ;  attendance  on  two  Aill  courses  of  medical  ' 
lectures,  one  of  which  must  hnve  been  at  this  school ;  ff  defensible  thesis  on  some^ubject  connected 
with  medical  Science  ;  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  gooa  moral  character. 
Gentlemen  who  intend  to  present  themselves  as  candidates  for  a  Degree  are  particularly  requested 
to  procure  full  and  formal  certificates  of  time. 

By  legafizlng  the  study  of  Anatomy,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  ftirnlshed  its  Schools 
with  superior  advantages  ^r  Practical  Anatomy.  It  has  also,  by. this  provision,  meet  effectually 
guarded  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  from  all  violation. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by       -----       -        Hsicar  H.  Childi,  M.D. 

Botiiny,  ChAninry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by        ....       Chestes  Dswet,  H.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by        .....       Willasd  Paekeb,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  by       -       -    '  -       -        Elishi.  Babtlett.  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  ..........        David  Palmer,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiologgr,  by.-       ^        -        -       -       -        -       RoBsar  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 
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DR.  MARSHALL  HALL  ON  PHTHISIS. 

Having  described  the  acute  and  the  chronic  diseases  of  the  lungs,  I 
now  proceed  to  treat  of  that  sad  and  calamitous  disease  which  is  so 
generally  characterized  by  its  insidious  character,  viz.,  Phthisis. 

I  have  already,  in  treating  of  tvberchy*  laid  before  you  that  part  of 
the  manuscript  conBded  to  me  by  M.  Louis,  which  treats  of  the  morbid 
anatomy ;  t  shall  on  the  present  occasion  have  to  introduce  to  you  M. 
Louis's  observations  relative  to  the  symptoms  and  diagnosis  of  this 
disease. 

I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  repeating  to  you  my  unbounded  ad- 
miration of  M.  Louis's  labors,  I  regard  him  as,  without  exception,  and 
without  comparison,  the  first  physician  of  this  or  any  age,  and  of  any 
nation.  His  character  1  may  designate  as  truly  English,  in  the  best 
sense  of  that  word,  and  as  very  unlike  that  of  certain  editors  of  certain 
journals.  M.  Louis  is  a  lover  of  truth.  He  is  conscientious,  r^y,  scru- 
pulous, in  all  that  he  does.  His  cases  may  claim  your  most -implicit 
confidence,  as  being  taken  with  the  strictest  attention  to  correctness,  and 
his  deductions  and  statements,  as  being  madf  with  the  strictest  attention 
to  accuracy  and  truth.  His  method  is  the  basis  upon  which  the  science 
of  medicine  must  henceforth  be  founded ;  to  observe,  to  collect  facts ; 
to  analyse,  to  compare  these  facts,  and  to  deduce  from  ihem  numerical 
results — such  is  M.  Louis's  system.  But  then  who  can  observe  as  M. 
Louis  observes,  who  can  analyse  as  he  analyses  ?  The  unwearied  indus- 
try, the  unexampled  care  and  caution  of  this  extraordinary  man,  may 
serve  us  as  moflels  for  our  imitation,  however,  whilst  we  freely  confess 
that  we  despair  of  doing  more. 

I  shall  begin  the  subject  by  my  usual  brief  detail  of  the  causes,  jymp- 
tomsy  diagnosis  and  treatment^  and  I  shall  then  subjoin  M.  Louis's 
remarks. 

I. — Ulceration  of  the  Larynx,  &c. 

L  The  History, — This  affection  is  of  the  most  insidious  character, 
and  generally  occurs  without  any  obvious  external  cause. 

2.  The  Symptoms  of  ulceration  of  the  larynx  are  hoarseness  and 
hoarse  cough,  with  the  expectoration  of  mixed,  limpid  and  puriform 
mucu9,  frequently  dotted   or  streaked  with   blood.     The   hoarseness, 
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cough  and  expBctoratioti  augment.  Difficulty  or  imperfection  in  «wal- 
lowing  is  added  to  the  other  symptoms  ;  the  patient  frequently  becomes 
choked  in  the  act  of  deglutition,  or  the  food  is  propelled  through  the 
nostrils. 

Hectic  and  emaciation  eventually  take  place,  frequently  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  phthisis. 

3.  The  most  important  diagnosis  in  practice  is  that  between  ulceration 
and  chronic  .inflammation  of  the  larynx;  the  former  is  ^ways  iubercur 
htis,  or  syphilitic ;  in  ulceration  there  are  loss  of  voice,  hoarseness, 
hoarse  cough,  imperfect  deglutition,  frequent  pulse,  hectic ;  \ti  inflam- 
mation, a  sense  of  constriction,  croupy  cough,  attacks  of  dyspifoea,  &c. 

4.  Tlie  Morbid  Anatomy  combines  ulcerative  destruction  of  some 
parts  of  the  larynx,  with  tubercles  of  the  lungs,  and  frequently  of  other 
organs. 

11. — Tubercles. 

1.  The  History. — Phthisis  is  usually  very  insidious,  slow  and  gradual 
in  its  progress  and  termination.  In  other  instances  its  commencement 
and  progress  are  more  rapid,  and  its  termination  may  be  sudden  and  un- 
expected in  any  period  of  its  course.  The  exciting  causes  are  some- 
times undetected  ;  in  other  instances  exposure  to  cold,  the  debility  left 
by  some  acute  disease,  by  mercury,  &c.,  are  its  obvious  causes.  Phthi- 
sis is  distinctly  an  hereditary  or  family  disease ;  it  is  also  an  efl[ect  of 
scanty  or  impure  nourishment. 

3.  The  Symptoms. — The  general  symptoms  of  tuberculous  diseases 
have  been  already  fully  detailed,  and  the  local  symptoms  of  phthins. 
To  the  account  there  given  I  may  add,  that  a  slight  cough,  a  slight  short- 
ness of  breath  on  moving  quickly  or  ascending  the  stairs — an  expectora- 
tion with  a  dot  or  a  streak  of  blood — a  little  appearance  of  pallor,  or 
thinness — a  pulse  of  90  when  the  patient  is  asleep,  or  at  least  quiet  in 
bed,  are,  with  hereditary  predisposition,  a  glandular  enlargement,  &c, 
amongst  the  first  symptoms  of  this  insidious  disease,  any  one  of  which 
should  excite  our  immediate  attention,  if  not  our  alarm. 

The  Local  Signs  vary  with  the  stage  and  state  of  the  pulmoaaiy 
disease.     This  may  subsist  in  the  following  forms  : — 

a.  Tubercles. — 1,  crude  ;  2,  softened. 

b.  Excavation. — 1,  small;  2,  large;  3, superficial ;  4,  deep-seated ; 
5,  bursting  into  (I)  the  bronchia,  (2)  the  pleura. 

1.  In  accumulations  ofjhe  crude  tubercles,  there  is  occasionally  a 
perceptible  diminution  of  sound  on  percussion,  and  diffuse  bronchophony, 
especially  immediately  under  the  clavicle  and  in  the  axilla,  and  espe- 
cially on  the  right  side. 

2.  As  the  tubercles  soften  a  gurgling  is  heard,  a  mucous  rattle  is 
gradually  established,  and  the  cough  becomes  cavernous. 

As  a  cavity  forms,  and  becomes  emptied,  the  respiration  and  rattle  be- 
come cavernous,  and  the  bronchophony  passes  into  pectoriloquy,  at  6nt 
imperfect,  and  then  more  evident ;  and  the  sound  of  the  chest  may 
sonietimes,  though  but  rarely,  become  clearer.  Pectoriloquy  is  a  most 
distinct  diagnostic ;  it  may  be  perfect,  imperfect,  or  doubtful,  intermit- 
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tiflg  or  permanent.  When  the  cavity  is  superficial,  there  is  somedmes 
the  sound  of  cracked  porcelain — the  '^  bruit  de  pot  (el£." 

When  the  cavity  is  extremely  large  there  is  no  pectoriloquy  ;  but  the 
voice,  cough  and  respiration  are  attended  by  the  amphoric  resonance, 
and  sometimes  there  is  the  metallic  tinkling. 

When  the  cavity  suddenly  bursts  into  the  bronchia,  there  is  the  sod- 
den expectoration  of  a  large  quantity  of  puriform  6uid ;  when  it  bursts 
into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  there  is  frequently  sudden,  acute  pleuritis, 
and,  more  remotely,  pneumo-thorax. 

3.  The  Complicaiions  of  phthisis  present  a  most  interesting  subject 
for  enumeration  ;  they  may  be  divided  into  several  classes.  The  first  it 
nearly  peculiar  to  phthisis,  and  embraces—- 

1 ,  ulcerations  of  the  epiglottis,  the  larynx  and  the  trachea  ;  2,  ulcera- 
tions  of  the  clustered  and  solitary  glands  of  the  ileum  and  coloD ',  3, 
the  fatty  enlargement  of  the  liver. 

The  second  class  consists  of  lesions  which  are  only  extremely  frequeol^ 
and  not  peculiar  to  phthisis  ;  they  are — 

1,  pleuritis ;  2,  pneumonia. 

There  is  a  third  class  of  complications  of  phthisis,  less  frequent;  this 
consistsof — 

] ,  inflammation  of  the  arachnoid,  or  of  the  substance  of  the  brain, 
with  effusion  or  softening  ;  2,  inflammation  and  softening  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  or  colon. 

The  fourth  consists  of — 

I,  tuberculous  inflammation  of*  the  pleura,  peritoneum,  &c. ;  2, 
tuberculous  inflammation  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  especially  the  mesen- 
teric, those  of  the  neck,  &c. 

The  fifth  class  consists  of— 

Serous  effusions  into— -1,  the  ventricles;  2,  the  pleura;  3, the  peri- 
cardium ;   4,  the  peritoneum. 

To  complete  the  view  of  this  subject,  it  is  necessary  to  add  that  the 
heart  is  sometimes  softened,  and  that  the  aorta  is  found  red  in  the  young,^ 
and  more  deeply  altered  in  older  subjects. 

This  list  of  the  complications  will  enable  the  young  physician  to  an- 
ticipate, and  to  obviate  lesions  which  may,  even  amidst  a  disease  almost 
always  fatal  in  itself,  fearfully  tend  to  shorten  the  patient's  few  remain- 
ing days. 

Here  I  introduce 

M.    Louis's    MANUSCRIPT. 

(Continued  from  Medical  Journal,  page  57.) 
''Of  114  patients  affected  with  phthisis,  in  whom  the  duration  of  the 
malady  had  been  ascertained  as  exactly  as  possible,  a  little  more  thaa 
one  fifth  died  between  the  first  and  the  sixth  month  of  the  affection ;  two 
sixths  between  the  sixth  and  the  twelfth  month  ;  a  little  less  than  one 
fourth  between  the  termination  of  the  first  and  second  years,  and  a  little 
less  than  one  fifth  between  the  second  and  the  twentieth. 

''  The  age  of  the  patient  does  not  appear  to  have  any  influence  oo 
the  course  of  the  disease,  except,  indeed,  in  the  cases  of  acute  phthisis; 
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but  the  influence  of  the  sex  appears  indubitable,  a  somewhat  greater 
number  of  females  than  of  males  4ying  within  the  first  year. 

'^  The  violence  and  frequency  of  the  pulse  are  generally  proportionate 
to  the  rapidity  with  which  the  disease  proceeds. 

*'  The  transition  from  the  state  of  crudity  of  the  tubercles  to  that  of 
their  softening  and  their  expectoration,  is  denoted  by  a  remarkable 
change  in  the  appearance  of  the  sputa.  From  being  mucous  and  more 
or  less  frothy,  they  become  opaque,  greenish,  free  from  air-bubbles,  and 
striated  with  yellow  lines,  in  greater  or  less  number.  These  lines,  and 
the  fragments  of  whitish  matter  (*  grumeaux ')  which  accompany  them, 
disappear  after  a  time.  The  sputa  then  become  homogeneous,  and  as- 
sume a  round  form,  and  are  heavy  and  more  or  less  consistent,  and  yet 
do  not  always  sink  in  water;  then  fifteen  or  twenty  days  before  death, 
but  sometimes  only  four  or  five,  the  sputa  assume  a  grayish  and  dirty  as- 
pect, similar  to  that  found  in  old  tubercular  excavations,  are  sometimes 
mixed  with  blood,  and  form  a  sort  of  puriform  matter. 

"  These  characters  of  the  expectoration  were  observed  in  all  the  pa- 
tients submitted  to  my  observation  except  three,  in  whom  the  sputa  were 
constantly  mucous,  frothy,  whitish,  or  very  slightly  yellow  or  gray,  serai- 
transparent,  without  having  ever  assumed  the  form  of  distinct  portions. 

"  In  the  first  period  of  the  disease,  when  the  sputa  were  mucous  and 
frothy,  and  when  there  was  neither  gurgling  nor  pectoriloquy,  in  a  word 
DO  excavation,  they  could  only  proceed  from  the  bronchia  ;  later  in  the 
disease  they  were  at  once  formed  of,  the  bronchial  secretion  and  of  the 
matter  contained  in  the  cavities.  The  alteration  in  their  character  an- 
nounces, with  gurgling  and  pectoriloquy,  the  softening  of  the  tubercles, 
and  their  communication  with  the  bronchia.  The  violent  inflammatioa 
of  the  bronchial  membrane  at  this  period  of  the  disease,  also  contributes, 
with  the  secretion  of  the  parietes  of  the  cavities,  to  the  change  in  the 
expectoration,  rendering  it  opaque,  greenish  and  grayish. 

^^  Haemoptysis  took  place,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in  two  thirds  of 
the  patients,  or  in  57  cases  out  of  87 ;  25  cases  out  of  the  57  bad  bae- 
mopcysy  in  a  violent  form.  ]n  its  severe,  or  less  severe  degree,  this 
symptom  sometimes  precedes  the  cough  and  the  expectoration  a  more 
or  less  considerable  time  ;  12  of  the  57  cases,  or  about  one  fifth,  pre- 
sented this  phenomenon. 

'<  Severe  haemoptysis  is  rare  in  the  last  days  of  the  disease,  so  that  I 
have  only  observed  it  four  times  in  this  period. 

"  The  haemoptysis,  especially  the  severe  form  of  it,  which  precedes 
the  cough,  must  be  considered  not  as  preceding,  but  as  denoting  the 
existence  of  tubercles  ;  for,  with  very  rare  exceptions,  violent  hemoptysis 
is  peculiar  to  the  tuberculous  subject.  The  haemoptysis  which  precedes 
the  other  symptoms  of  phthisis,  is  sometimes  accompanied  by  dyspnoea  ; 
they  take  place  suddenly,  in  the  midst  of  apparent  health,  and  without 
assignable  cause. 

^*  Haemoptysis  is  more  frequent  in  the  female  than  in  the  male  sex,  in 
the  proportion  of  3  to  2.  The  relation  of  age  to  hemoptysis  is  not  the 
same  in  the  two  sexes ;  it  was  absent  in  the  third  part  of  the  female 
patients  between  the  ages  of  19  and  20;  and  in  the  seventh  part  oolj 
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of  those  between  40  and  65 — an  event  the  reverse  of  that  which  would 
have  existed  if  this  symptom  had  been^  according  to  the  opinion  of  some 
physicians,  vicarious  of  the  catamenia.  In  the  men  this  symptom  was 
equally  frequent  before  and  after  the  age  of  40. 

*'  Age  seems  to  be  without  influence  in  reference  to  the  degree  of  the 
haemoptysis. 

''  Haemoptysis  rarely  recurs  three  or  four  or  more  times  in  the  course 
of  the  disease. 

^'  The  dyspncM  pursues  the  course  of  the  original  disease,  and  is 
rarely  excessive,  so  that  I  have  only  seen  three  patients  who  were  com- 
pelled to  have  their  head  or  their  chest  raised. 

'^  Fain  existed  in  a  variable  degree  and  locality  in  a  majority  of  the 
cases,  so  that  22  only  out  of  110  were  entirely  without  it.  This  pain, 
in  the  greatest  number  of  cases,  was  proportioned  to  the  adhesions  be- 
tween the  pleurae,  and  generally  to  the  number  and  size  of  the  cavities. 
This  pain  has  generally  the  character  of  that  in  pleuritis. 

**  Fever  began  with  the  first  symptoms  in  one  fifth  of  the  cases  in 
which  it  was  presumable  that  the  lungs  were  the  .sole  seat  of  disease. 
One  sixth  of  the  cases  were  without  rigor,  being  only  attended  with  an 
unusual  sensitiveness  to  cold.  In  another  sixth,  rigors  returned  every 
evening,  rarely  at  any  other  hour.  If  they  are  sufficiently  severe  to  re- 
quire Quinine,  they  recur,  sooner  or  later,  after  having  been  suspended. 
Perspirations  were  absent  in  one  tenth  of  the  cases  in  which  there  were 
rigors,  occur  sometimes  without  rigors,  and  almost  always  in  the  night  and 
during  sleep.  They  coincide  generally  with  diarrhoea,  which  is  some- 
times also  very  severe.  These  two  symptoms  are  not,  either  in  phthisis 
or  in  other  diseases,  in  an  inverse  proportion  to  each  other,  as  some 
physicians  have  alleged.     * 

"  Diarrhcea  is  so  common  that  it  was  absent  only  5  times  in  112 
cases ;  in  one  eighth  part  of  the  patients  it  began  with  the  disease,  and 
continued  till  death — a  space  from  5  to  12  months.  *ln  the  greater 
number  of  cases  it  begins  in  the  second  stage  of  the  disease ;  and  in  one 
fourth,  from  5  to  20  days  before  death.  In  these  last  cases  the  ulcera- 
tions are  almost  always  small,  and  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  large 
intestine  soft  as  mucus,  and  almost  always  red — a  sign  of  recent  and  in- 
tense inflammation. 

'*  Diarrhoea,  long  continued,  may  be  incessant  or  remittent ;  the  latter 
form  may  continue  from  six  weeks  to  fifteen  months,  and  is  accompanied 
by  the  same  lesions  as  that  which  supervenes  in  the  last  days  of  the 
disease  ;  the  former  may  continue  from  one  to  twelve  months  various  in 
degree,  and  occurs  in  one  third  of  the  number  of  cases,  and  is  accoaa- 
panied  by  numerous  and  extensive  ulcerations. 

"  When  the  ulcerations  are  confined  to  the  ileum,  the  diarrhoea  is  not 
less  continuous  or  of  shorter  duration — a  proof  that  it  is  not  the  exclu- 
sive effect  of  lesions  of  the  large  intestine.  But  these  last  are  probably 
the  chief  cause  of  the  diarrhoea  of  the  last  days  of  the  disease,  for  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  large  intestine  is  much  more  frequently  soft- 
ened, red  and  thickened,  than  that  of  the  ileum. 

<<  When  the  ulcerations  of  the  large  intestines  are  coosiderabiei  and 
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situated  near  the  anus,  the  alvine  evacuations  are  extremely  frequent, 
mucous,  bloody,  and  commonly  involuntary. 

'*  The  emaciation  begins,  in  one  half  the  cases,  with  the  first  symp- 
toms of  the  disease,  whether  this  be  acute  or  slow  in  its  course,  which 
may  be  of  five  months  or  of  three  years.  In  the  third  part  of  the  cases 
it  only  begins  with  the  fever.  It  cannot  be  attributed,  in  its  commence- 
oient,  either  to  the  fever,  or  to  the  diarrhoea,  or  to  an  appreciable  lesion 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach. 

**  The  pneumonia  which  supervenes  in  the  last  period  of  phthisis, 
pursues  a  rapid  course  and  may  greatly  hasten  the  fatal  termination.  It 
id  not  so  when  it  manifests  itself  earlier  in  the  disease,  and  whilst  tbe 
patients  pursue  their  employment,  and  are  not  much  thinner ;  it  is  then 
frequently  cured,  even  though  there  may  be  tuberculous  cavities.  We 
cannot  say  this  of  the  more  or  less  severe  pleurisy  which  shows  itself  in 
tbe  course  of  phthisis ;  1  have  not  seen  it  cured,  except  in  one  instance, 
even  when  it  began  before  tbe  tubercles  were  softened. 

''  The  symptoms  which  denote  ulcerations  of  the  epiglottis  are,  a 
pain  at  the  upper  part  of  tbe  thyroid  cartilage,  difficulty  in  deglutition, 
and  the  escape  of  fluids  through  the  nose,  the  pharynx  and  the  tonsib 
being  free  from  disease.  These  symptoms  do  not  occur  in  ulcerations  of 
tbe  larynx,  when  the  epiglottis  is  unaffected. 

'^  Whatever  may  be  tbe  seat,  the  extent  and  depth  of  the  ulcerations 
of  the  larynx,  the  symptoms  only  differ  in  degree  and  duration.  A  su- 
perficial ulceration  is  denoted  by  slight  pain  in  the  part,  with  a  greater  iX 
less  alteration  of  the  voice,  whilst  deep  ulcerations  are  attended  by  con* 
tinued  and  acute  pain,  and  aphonia. 

"  However  numerous  and  deep  may  be  the  ulcerations  of  the  trachea, 
they  do  not  induce  any  local  or  characteristic  symptom.  One  patient 
only,  in  whom  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  was  destroyed  in 
all  its  muscular  portion,  experienced,  one  month  before  death,  a  sense 
of  obstruction^under  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum,  to  which  was  after- 
wards added  a  sense  of  heat. 

"  The  lesions  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  are  denoted 
by  peculiar  symptoms.  When  it  is  softened  and  attenuated,  loss  of  ap- 
petite, nausea,  bilious  vomiting  and  pain  at  the  epigastrium,  are  almost 
always  present,  generally  long  before  death.  When  it  is  inflamed  at  tbe 
anterior  part  of  the  stomach  only,  the  symptoms  are  less  in  degree,  num- 
ber and  duration  ;  there  are  anorexia  and  nausea,  slight  pain  at  tbe  epi- 
gastrium, and,  in  one  case  in  four,  vomiting.  The  same  symptoms  take 
place  in  the  case  of  large,  but  single  ulceration,  or  of  small  and  nu- 
merous ones.  When  the  inflammation  is  confined  to  the  great  cunratore, 
there  is  no  vomiting,  and  the  nausea  and  pain  at  the  epigastrium  are 
rare ;  tbe  disease  probably  taking  place  in  the  last  days  or  hours  of  tbe 
patient's  life.  No  symptom  denotes  with  certainty  the  mamroelated 
state  of  tbe  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  when  it  takes  place  very 
dowly,  in  which  case  the  membrane  is  of  a  slate  and  gray  color. 

<<  When,  in  tbe  course  of  phthisis,  vomiting  is  the  mere  efifect  of  the 
cough,  there  is  no  epigastrks  pain,  nausea  and  anorexia,  and  it  is  usually 
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observed  early  in  the  disease ;  the  symptoms  of  disease  of  the  stomach| 
like  this  disease  itself,  occur  at  a  later  period. 

'^  There  is  no  distinct  relation  between  the  state  of  the  tongucy  and 
that  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  in  the  course  of  phthisis. 
If  the  tongue  is  sometimes  red  and  thickened  when  this  membrane  is  in- 
flamed, the  contrary  is  still  more  frequently  observed ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  tongue  is  frequently  dry,  bard,  and  very  red,  when  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach  is  perfectly  natufal.  In  fact,  whenever 
there  Ls  fever  the  whole  system  participates  in  the  affection  more  or  less  ; 
the  appetite  is  lost,  the  skin  hot,  moist,  and  frequently  injected,  the  se- 
cretions morbid, &G.     Why  should  the  tongue  remain  unaffected? 

'^  The  catamenia  cease  at  a  more  or  less  advanced  period  of  the  disease, 
after  irregularity  as  to  quantity  and  return.  When  phthisis  continues 
less  than  a  year  the  suppression  takes  place  about  the  middle  of  its 
course ;  but  if  it  continues  from  one  to  three  years,  this  event  takes 
place  in  the  last  third  of  this  time.  When  phthisis  has  a  slow  course  it 
is  difficult  to  assign  the  cause  of  the  suppression,  but  in  other  cases  that 
cause  is  probably  the  fever,  with  the  development  of  which  it  coincides. 
The  catamenia  are  sometimes,  though  rarely,  regular  till  the  last  month 
of  life,  and  pregnancy  may  take  place  and  proceed  regularly.  It 
has  not  been  positively  ascertained  that  pregnancy  retards  the  fatal 
termination. 

"Of  123  cases  of  phthisis,  8  were  examples  of  latent  tubercles,  that 
is,  anterior  to  the  cough,  during  from  six  months  to  two  years.  This 
pro|X)rtion,  though  considerable,  is,  however,  less  than  the  reality,  if,  as 
we  believe,  the  violent  haemoptysis  which  precedes  the  cough  and 
expectoration,  is  the  effect  and  not  the  forerunner  of  the  tubercles  ;  be- 
sides, that  tubercles  should  exist  for  a  more  or  less  considerable  length  of 
time  without  symptoms  is  not  extraordinary,  for  inflammation  of  paren- 
chymatous organs,  or  of  the  serous  membranes,  or  even  when  they  as- 
sume an  acute  form,  ramoUissement  of  the  brain,  S^c,  may  exist  in  this 
manner.  But  what  is  very  remarkable  is  the  violence  of  the  symp- 
toms connected  with  certain  organs,  as  the  digestive,  in  some  of  these 
cases  of  latent  phthisis,  so  that  the  organ  apparently  the  most  affected 
is,  in  reality,  the  most  free  from  the  disease. 

"  It  is  impossible,  in  the  actual  state  of  the  science,  to  appreciate  the 
causes  which  thus  mask  pulmonary  tubercles.  These  causes  cannot  be 
a  defective  sensibility  or  susceptibility  of  the  lungs,  since  six  eighths  of 
the  subjects  were  females,  half  of  whom  had  experienced,  previously 
to  the  cough,  an  intense  fever ;  and  the  general  symptoms  imply  as 
much  susceptibility  of  the  general  system  as  the  local.  Nor  can  we 
explain  the  fact  in  question  by  the  existence  of  complications  ;  for  in 
most  of  the  cases  the  disease  existed  in  the  simplest  form. 

**  Phthisis  sometimes  assumes  an  acute  character.  This  was  the  casein 
four  out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  patients.  General  or  local  symp- 
toms of  greater  or  less  intensity  proved  fatal  in  from  thirty  to  6fty  days. 
Such  an  event  is  to  be  feared  when  the  patients  have  been  taken  sud- 
denly, without  assignable  cause,  with  dyspnoea,  cough,  expectoration, 
and  fever,  and  sometimes  pain  of  the  chest,  the  respiration  being 
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quickened — when,  after  a  certain  time,  these  symptoms  become  aggra- 
vated, in  spite  of  appropriate  remedies — and  when  there  is  no  symptom 
of  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  or  suflbcative  catarrh  ;  and  if  there  be  at  the 
same  time  an  obscure  sound  on  percussion,  under  the  clavicles  exclu- 
sively, with  a  feeble  or  impaired  respiration  in  the  same  points,  the  ex- 
istence of  this  disease  may  be  considered  as  indubitable.  This  rapidity 
of  the  course  of  phthisis  does  not  prevent  the  development  of  the 
secondary  affections  so  common  in  its  acute  form,  so  that  in  the  few 
cases  which  I  have  seen,  I  found  ulcerations  of  the  mucous  membranes, 
of  the  epiglottis,  the  trachea,  the  cesophagus  and  of  the  ileum,  softening 
and  attenuation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  the  fatty 
state  of  the  liver,  tubercles  in  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck,  and  in 
the  glands  of  the  mesentery,  be. 

"  Perforation  of  the  pleura  is  announced  by  pain,  generally  severe, 
in  one  side  of  the  thorax,  by  dyspnoea,  almost  always  extreme,  and  by 
inexpressible  anxiety  ;  and  then  by  all  the  symptoms  of  acute  pleurisy. 
These  symptoms  continue  in  the  same  degree,  or  with  remissions,  until 
death,  which  supervenes  from  1  to  40  days,  or  sometimes  more,  after 
the  perforation.  These  symptoms  might  have  been  anticipated  d  priori^ 
or  from  their  similitude  to  those  which  accompany  perforation  of  the 
intestines,  from  analogy.  In  both  cases,  in  fact,  there  is  in  the  .moment 
of  perforation,  effusion  of  an  irritating  fluid  on  a  serous  membrane,  with 
the  natural  consequences  of  such  an  event,  leading  equally  naturally  to 
the  diagnosis.  Suffocation,  dyspnoea,  and  anxiety,  supervening  in  a  sud- 
den manner  might,  even  without  pain,  lead  to  the  suspicion  of  perfora- 
tion of  the  pleura.  But  the  diagnosis  acquires  a  still  higher  degree  of 
certainty  from  the  comparative  results  of  auscultation  and  percussioo. 
If,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  pain,  oppression  and  anxiety, 
we  try  percussion,  we  obtain  a  clear  sound ;  while  on  auscultation  we 
6nd  respiration  absent,  or  altered,  and  assuming  the  character  designated 
amphoric.  When  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  perforation  are  absent,  as 
appears  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  instances  observed  by  Laennec,  it  is 
only  by  auscultation  and  percussion,  practised  with  general  views,  that 
the  diagnosis  is  effected.  In  one  case,  at  the  moment  of  the  occurrence 
of  pain,  or  even  a  little  before,  and  also  afterwards,  the  patient  bad  the 
sensation  of  the  escape  of  air  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax. 

*^  If  it  is  usual  to  Gnd  but  one  perforation  of  the  same  lung,  it  is  right 
to  observe  that  in  several  cases  a  number  of  yellow  and  white  spots  have 
been  observed  upon  the  surface  of  the  lung,  the  result  of  softened  tu- 
bercles underneath.  Without  the  adhesions  which  usually  twite  the  two 
pleurae,  perforation  would  not  always  be  single,  and  would  assuredly  be 
more  frequent. 

^^  Not  only  do  many  of  the  lesions  in  other  organs  accelerate  the 
death  of  phthisical  patients,  but  there  are  cases  in  which  death  takes 
place  unexpectedly  ;  it  is  sudden  ;  and  it  arises  under  two  circumstan- 
ces— either  some  new  lesion  has  taken  place  and  remained  latent,  bat 
proved  the  cause  of  death,  or  no  such  lesion  can  be  discovered.  Two 
of  the  former  and  two  of  the  latter  of  these  cases  have  occurred  to  ine[: 
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and,  lastly,  two  others,  id  which  there  was  a  general  softening  of  the 
brain,  apparently  of  long  duration.'* 

4.  The  Morbid  Anatomy  of  phthisis  consists  in  the  different  forms 
and  conditions  of  tubercles ;  of  the  cavities  left  by  their  softening  and 
expectoration ;  and  of  the  adjacent  portions  of  the  lung  and  pleura. 

5.  The  Treatment  of  tubercle  in  general  has  been  sketched  already. 
Every  means  which  gives  health  and  tone  to  the  general  system ;  a 

mild  meat  diet ;  a  regulated  state  of  the  bowels ;  sponging  with  salt 
water ;  ample  clothing,  and  then  a  free  exposure  to  the  open  air,  the 
sea  breezes,  be. ;  early  hours ;  cheerful  society  ;  travelling ;  sea-voy- 
ages ;  a  warmer,  serener  climate,  &c.,  are  amongst  the  most  important 
measures  to  be  adopted  early  in  this  disease. 

Such  mild  measures  as  induce  counter-irritation  over  the  chest,  as  a 
sharp  liniment ;  cupping  or  leeches  if  there  should  be  pleuritic  pain  \  a 
small  blister  if  there  should  be  dyspnoea  ;  an  alcoholic  lotion  composed 
of  one  ounce  of  alcohol  and  three,  four,. or  6ve,  of  rose  water,  if  there 
should  be  haemorrhage — are  important  auxiliary  topical  remedies. 

Opiates  for  cough  or  diarrhoea  ;  the  dilute  sulphuric  acid  for  profuse 
perspiration  ;  the  sulphate  of  quinine  for  chilliness  ;  are  other  remedies 
to  which  we  must  frequently  have  recourse  in  the  late  stages  of  the 
disease. 

The  inhalation  of  chlorine,  the  administration  of  iodine,  have  been 
much  used  recently.     I  have  never  seen  any  advantage  from  them. 


CASE   OF  EMBRYOTOMY. 

BT  JAMKS    N.    B.   DOILSON,   M.D.,   OF    WATNESTILLE,   MO. 

On  the  23rd  of  October,  1837,  we  were  summoned  to  visit  Mrs. , 

aged  30,  in  her  ninth  month  of  pregnancy,  said  to  be  in  labor.  We 
were  informed  by  her  that  she  carried  out  of  her  house,  on  the  20th,  a 
heavy  table  with  one  edge  resting  against  her  abdomen,  soon  after  which 
she  felt  some  light  bearing-down  pains,  which  in  a  short  time  ceased  ; 
that  on  the  21st,  one  of  her  brothers,  who  had  been  absent,  for  some 
time,  rode  up  unexpectedly,  which  threw  her,  as  she  expressed  it,  into 
a  fit  of  joy,  and  she  was  immediately  taken  violently  in  labor.  Her 
mother-in-law  was  a  midwife,  and  had  the  management  of  the  case  until 
the  evening  of  the  22d,  when  the  right  arm  presented,  and  was  de- 
livered. Much  embarrassment  being  now  felt  by  the  old  lady,  another 
midwife  was  sent  for,  who  arrived  at  midnight,  and  more  prudently  ad- 
vised the  call  of  a  physician.  We  arrived  at  10,  A.  M.  Found  her 
pulse  120  in  a  minute,  tongue  covered  with  a  dark,  brown  fur;  con- 
siderable thirst ;  nausea,  and  occasionally  vomiting  of  a  dark,  grumous 
matter,  resembling  coffee  grounds;  restlessness;  costiveness.  On  a 
manual  examination,  the  arm  was  found  much  swollen  and  blistered ; 
the  external  parts  of  generation  hot,  dry  and  tender ;  and  the  foetus  so 
firmly  wedged  in  the  pelvis  by  the  firm  contractions  of  the  uterus,  that 
ks  cavity  could  not  be  gained  with  the  band.    Although  the  mother  de- 
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Glared  she  felt  distinctly  the  motions  of  the  Tcetus  on  the  evening  of  the 
22d,  and  the  midwife  gave  it  as  her  opinion  that  it  was  alive  at  that  time, 
yet  the  appearance  of  the  arm  was  sufficient  evidence  of  natural  decay. 
With  the  view  of  enabling  us  to  turn,  she  was  bled  to  .sixteen  ounces, 
given  two  grains  opium,  and  put  in  a  warm  bath.  After  waiting  two 
hours,  turning  was  still  Found  to  be  impossible.  Her  sufferings  being 
great,  and  having  no  hopes  of  delivery  by  spontaneous  evolution,  we  de- 
termined to  deliver  by  the  use  of  instruments.  The  arm  was  taken  off  at 
the  shoulder  joint,  and  the  scapula  df  the  rightside  removed  with  the  scal- 
pel ;  the  thorax  was  perforated,  and  the  entire  ribs  of  the  right  side 
taken  |out,  one  by  one,  with  the  hand — their  cartilaginous  ends  being 
previously  divided  with  a  small  pair  of  curved  scissors.  The  thoracic 
and  abdominal  viscera  were  now  removed  ;  back  bone  .brought  down 
and  divided  between  the  last  dorsal  and  first  lumbar  vertebras,  which 
enabled  the  divided  ends  of  the  bones  to  slide  beyond  each  other,  greatly 
diminishing  the  bulk  in  the  uterus.  The  left  arqi  was  then  brought 
down,  and  the  delivery  effected  with  the  head  resting  in  the  chesi.  I 
waited  an  hour  for  the  coming  on  of  pains  to, expel  the  placenta.  None 
occurring,  light  tractions  of  the  cord  and  abdominal  frictions  were  em- 
ployed. These  having  failed,  I  ordered  thirty  grains  secale  comutum. 
Waited  half  an  hour ;  it  had  no  effect.  Ordered  thirty  grains  more, 
which  also  failed.  Ordered  a  dose  of  ol.  ricini,  and  had  her  put  to  bed. 
She  rested  well,  slept  soundly,  and  remained  easy  until  the  24th  at  10, 
A.  M.,  when  regular  pains  came  on,  and  she,  with  little  assistance,  was 
safely  delivered.  Left  three  doses  Cooke's  pills,  one  to  be  taken  each 
night,  and  assisted,  if  necessary,  with  ol.  ricini.  A  proper  course  in  all 
other  respects  enjoined. 

28th,  11,  P.  M.  Has  had  three  chills  and  fevers — two  to-day  and 
one  yesterday.  Found  her  in  a  fine  perspiration,  and  was  informed  she 
sweat  freely  after  each  of  the  other  fevers  began  to  decline.  No  unusual 
soreness  of  the  abdomen,  but  soreness  of  the  extremities,  and  aching  in 
the  bones ;  tongue  not  so  foul  as  when  1  left  her ;  medicines  had  operated 
well.  Believing  it  to  be  miasmatic  in  its  origin,  and  called  into  active 
existence  by  parturition,  the  pills  were  again  ordered  ;  five  grains  sul- 
phate quinine  given,  which  appeared  to  reduce  the  pulse  and  produce 
quietude.  Ordered  five  grains  more  at  the  end  of  an  hour,  and  five 
more  at  6  in  the  morning.     This  course  to  be  continued  daily. 

Nov.  7th.  Discontinued  the  use  of  the  medicines  on  the  dOth,  on 
account  of  their  disagreeable  taste.  Fever  had  been  broken,  but  bad 
returned  ;  and  the  lochia,  which  was  before  dark,  was  now  white,  lumpy 
and  too  abundant.     Ordered  the  same  prescriptions  in  the  form  of  bolus. 

13th.  Was  convalescent.  Her  fever  left  her  again  on  the  8th.  Or- 
dered open  bowels  and  proper  regimen  to  avoid  a  relapse.  She,  how- 
ever, relapsed,  and,  on  the  Idth  of  December,  died  without  our  further 
attendance,  our  business  having  called  us  out  of  the  country  during 
the  time. 

The  child  was  large,  well  proportioned,  and  presented  a  surface 
thickly  beset  with  large,  beautiful  white  blisters,  which  were  well  defined. 

Never  having  delivered  with  the  instruments,  and  in  the  way  osuaUj 
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recofnmended  in  such  UDtoward  cases,  I  am,  Trom  experience,  unable  to  say 
anything  of  its  utility,  but  from  the  ease  and  facility  with  which  1  operated 
in  the  present  case  wiih  the#calpel  and  curved  scissors,  I  am  induced  to 
regard  it  as  a  safe  operation  when  performed  by  skilful  hands.  Without 
saying  more,  1  leave  the  comparative  merits  of  these  operations  for  sub- 
sequent experience  to  decide. — Transylvania  Mtd.  Journal. 


THE  LATE  DR.  EBERLE. 

Died,  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  on  the  2nd  day  of  February,  1838,  John 
Eberle,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  m 
Traasylvania  University. 

Dr.  Eberle  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
a  little  over  50  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Born  and 
educated  among  the  Germans  of  Lancaster,  he  retained  the  peculiar  ac- 
cent and  idiom  of  that  people  to  the  day  of  his  death,  as  also  their 
habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  in  favorite  pursuits.  At  an  early 
period  of  his  history,  Dr.  E.  was  deeply  involved  in  politics,  and  for 
some  time  conducted  a  German  political  paper.  Prior  to  his  removal 
lo  Philadelphia,  which  occurred  about  the  year  1818,  he  published 
several  interesting  papers  in  the  New  York  Medical  Repository  and 
other  journals.  Shortly  after  his  settlement  in  Philadelphia,  he  became 
the  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Recorder^  known  throughout  the 
country  as  one  of  our  ablest  periodicals.  In  1822,  his  work  on  Thera- 
peutics  and  Materia  Medica  first  appeared,  after  having  encountered 
many  obstacles,  that  for  a  time  seemed  to  preclude  its  publication.  The 
author  assured  the  writer  of  this  notice  that  he  failed,  in  all  his  attempts, 
to  procure  a  publisher  who  would  give  him  anything  for  the  copy-right, 
until  the  person  who  finally  became  its  proprietor,  offered  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  the  work.  Being  the  first  book  of  the  author,  he 
accepted  the  offer,  in  the  hope  of  being  more  successful  in  his  subsequent 
undertakings.  ^ 

In  1824,  on  the  establishment  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Dr.  E. 
was  constituted  one  of  its  Faculty,  and  continued  in  the  school  until  his 
lemoval  to  Cincinnati,  in  1831.  While  in  Jefferson  he  taught  the 
Theory  and  Practice,  Materia  Medica  and  Obstetrics,  at  different  pe- 
riods, and  was  also  engaged  as  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Review^ 
a  journal  devoted  especially  to  the  interests  of  that  school.  While  in 
the  Jefferson  Faculty  he  published  the  first  edition  of  his  work  on  the 
Practice^  which  it  is  well  known  has  passed  through  several  editions, 
and,  unlike  its  predecessor,  yielded  a  handsome  compensation  to  the 
author. 

In  1831  Dr.  Eberle  was  invited  (in  connection  with  Drs.  Thomas  D. 
Mitchell  and  George  McClellan)  by  Dr.  Drake,  to  unite  in  the  formation 
of  a  new  medical  school  at  Cincinnati.  In  the  winter  of  1831-2,  the 
deceased  gave  his  first  course  of  lectures  in  the  West,  as  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
10  which  school  be  remained  until  the  fall  of  1837,  when  he  became 
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connected  with  the  Medical  Department  of  Transylvania.  While  io 
Cincinnati  he  prepared  his  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Children^  for  which 
the  publishers  gave  him  a  fair  compensation)  and  it  is  understood  that 
he  was  engaged  a  year  ago  in  getting  ready  for  the  press,  a  System  of 
Midwifery,  That  he  was  importuned,  by  his  publishers  in  OhiO|  to 
prepare  such  a  work,  is  known  to  the  writer  of  this  notice. 

In  addition  to  the  publications  of  Dr.  E.,  above  named,  there  were 
some  others  of  less  magnitude.  Among  these,  we  name  a  small  work 
of 'a  botanical  character,  for  young  students;  and  it  may  be  noticed 
here,  that  botany  was  a  favorite  study  with  the  deceased. 

Dr.  Eberle  was  not  fond  of  the  practice  of  his  profession,  or  he  might 
have  become  rich  in  its  pursuit.  He  was  devoted,  especially,  to  books ; 
and  as  a  journalist,  he  has  not,  perhaps,  been  equalled  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  In  his  deportment  he  was  plain,  unassuming,  unos- 
tentatious ;  and  his  whole  aspect  was  indicative  of  one  who  had  long 
been  a  companion  of  the  midnight  lamp.  Few  there  are  in  our  profes* 
sion,  whose  labors  have  given  them  such  extensive  celebrity  as  fell  to 
the  lot  of  Professor  Eberle*  His  Practice  of  Physic  is  in  almost  every 
medical  library  in  the  West,  and  has  been  noticed  with  high  commenda- 
tion by  foreign  journalists.  His  death  has  left  a  chasm  in  the  profession, 
and  especially  in  the  School  of  the  West,  that  is  greatly  lamented.  We 
are  assured,  however,  that  in  respect  of  the  latter,  no  pains  will  be 
spared  to  compensate  for  the  loss,  and  that  the  Trustees  will  do  all 
that  can  be  done  to  place  the  School  in  the  most  commanding  attitude. 
—Ibid. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JULY    25,     1838. 


•  TOMBS. 

In  the  remarks  of  last  week,  upon  the  construction  of  tombs  in  the 
South  Burying  Ground,  wo  were  under  a  mistake  in  supposing  that  tbej 
were  built  with  reference  to  the  escape  of  mephitic  air.  We  are  assured 
that  the  inner  door,  of  wood,  is  completely  secured  by  lime  mortar,  which 
efiectually  prevents  the  escape  of  noxious  effluvia  ;  and  that  the  outer 
door  is  of  cast  iron,  closely  fitted  to  the  stone  frame.  But  the  drain, 
leading  from  the  yard,  which  conveys  the  water  to  a  distance,  into  the 
ocean,  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  new  and  important  improveraeDl. 


Medical  Society  of  the  City  of  Jfew  York. — After  much  preparation  bj 
two  distinct  parties,  with  reference  to  the  election  of  favorite  candidates, 
on  Monday,  July  9th,  the  anniversary,  Dr.  Francis  U.  Johnson  was 
elected  President,  with  101  votes.  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  the  other 
candidate,  had  between  94  and  97.  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Minor,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 105  votes,  Dr.  John  Stearns  having  a  less  number.  We  canaot 
understand  precisely  the  character  of  the  Kappa  Lambda  aaaociatioo^ 
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about  which  so  much  has  been  said.  If  there  is  a  secretly  operating 
society  of  physicians  in  the  City  of  New  York,  always  on  the  alert  to 
elevate  its  associates  to  all  the  offices  of  distinction  and  profit,  to  th^  ex- 
clusion of  all  other  practitioners  in  the  city,  it  would  be  gratifying  to 
know  more  of  the  particulars  of  the  organization  of  such  a  powerful  clan. 


Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. — This  Society  held  its  annual  meeting 
at  the  State  House,  in  Providence,  on  the  27th  ult. 

The  Fiske  Fund  Trustees  announced  the  award  of  but  one  premium, 
on  the  questions  by  them  proposed  to  the  members  for  the  year  1837-38. 
This  was  taken  by  Jacob  Fuller,  M.D.,  of  Providence. 

An  interesting  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  President 
of  the  Society. 

Drs.  (Cornelius  S.  Cartee,  of  Providence  ;  William  Grosvenor,  of  do. ; 
Hiram  Bucklin,  of  Smithfield  ;  Nelson  M.  Perrin,  of  do.  ;  Charles  F. 
Manchester,  of  Providence  ;  Otis  Bullock,  of  Warren  ;  Joseph  B.  F.  Ful- 
ler, of  North  Providence  ;  John  P.  Fuller,  of  Providence  ;  James  Miller, 
of  North  Providence  ;  James  H.  Eldridge,  of  East  Greenwich  ;  Samuel 
Mowry,  of  Gloucester ;  H.  B.  Walcott,  of  Cumberland,  and  Ephraim 
Knapp,  of  do.,  were,  on  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  unani- 
mously elected  Fellows. 

Thomas  Miner,  M.D.,  of  Middletown,  Conn.»  Ex-President  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  and  George  C.  Shattuck,  M.D.,  of  Boston, 
President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  were  unanimously 
elected  honorary  members. 


Urnvereity  of  the  City  of  JVctr  Farfc.— Dr.  Alfred  C.  Post,  of  New 
York,  has  received  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery, 
and  Dr.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  the  chair  of  Surgery,  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University.  It  is  said  that  the  course  of 
medical  instruction  will  not  commence  till  a  year  from  next  November. 


Summer  DiseaseM. — Besides  frequent  deaths  in  New  York,  by  drinking 
cold  water,  when  the  body  was  greatly  heated,  the  cholera  morbus  and 
some  other  maladies  which  almost  invariably  make  their  appearance  in 
cities  where  fruits  are  eaten  excessively,  are  spoken  of  as  the  cause  of 
many  deaths.  Boston  is  remarkably  healthy — there  bein^r  no  prevailing 
disease  amongst  us.  Cincinnati  and  other  cities  of  the  West,  and  even 
South,  are  equally  blessed  thus  far. 


Soda  Water. — Excellent  and  refreshing  as  it  is,  an  excessive  use  of  it 
is  very  pernicious  to  the  functions  of  the  stomach.  Those  who  ha- 
bitually take  several  glasses  a  day — who  cannot  deny  themselves  when- 
ever they  are  in  sight  of  a  shop — may  rely  upon  having  an  impaired  appe- 
tite, a  weakened  digestion  and  disturbed  slumbers.  One  important  ob- 
jection to  a  very  free  use  of  soda  water,  is  its  impregnation  by  copper, 
held  in  solution.  A  perceptible  taste  of  this  metal  is  a  peculiarity  of 
some  of  the  fountains,  owing  to  the  abrasion  of  the  coat  of  tin,  with 
which  the  tanks  are  lined.  The  sulphate  of  copper  is  prescribed  as  an 
active  emetic — and  in  minute  doses,  as  when  taken  from  an  imperfectly 
tinned  copper  holder,  must  certainly  have  a  deleterious  effect  on  thedi- 
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gestive  apparatus.  Those,  therefore,  who  are  the  most  potent  sodm 
drinkers,  run  considerable  hazard.  More  cold  water,  and  less  soda,  at 
this  debiiitaling  season  of  the  year,  would  be  more  conducive  to  health. 
The  numerous  compound  mixtures  on  sale,  in  hot  weather,  are  far  from 
being  blessings  to  qs. 


Codman's  Cupping  Instrument, — When  the  inventor,  a  few  months 
since,  exhibited  a  specimen  of  this  instrument,  which  was  really  meri- 
torious, and  truly  what  it  purported  to  be — a  substitute,  to  ti  considerable 
extent,  for  leeches — he  gave  us  to  understand  that  the  profession  could 
be  accommodated  with  them,  at  an  economical  price.  But  it  grieves  us  to 
say  that,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  one  then  seen  was  the  onlj 
one  manufactured  ;  or  if  more  have  been  fabricated,  no  one  has  been 
able  to  ascertain  where  they  are  to  be  had.  If  Mr.  Phelps,  the  truss 
maker,  in  Court  street,  could  be  allowed  the  use  of  a  pattern,  the  market 
would  soon  be  supplied.  Many^an  estate,  says  Poor  Richard,  "  ia  lost 
in  the  getting." 

Sarlandiere^s  Anatomy, — After  advising  our  friends,  particularly  those 
who  are  ambitious  to  procure  first-rate  anatomical  engravings,  to  purchase 
this  beautiful  series,  while  they  may  be  had,  we  expressly  desire  that  a 
copy  belonging  to  us,  borrowed  by  a  gentleman  more  than  six  months 
ago,  may  be  returned.  Also  an  English  work  on  Modem  Dentistry. 
As  the  latter  was  loaned  to  the  office,  and  the  owner  now  calls  for  it,  sod 
we  cannot  recollect  who  had  it,  its  restoration  would  confer  a  special 
favor. 


People^s  Doctor. — This  pamphlet  was  probably  fitted  to  a  particalar 
meridian,  and,  therefore,  well  calculated  to  show  the  people  how  they 
were  imposed  upon  by  knaves.  Its  wit  is  amusing,  and  the  ractness  oi 
the  author  is  appreciated  here,  though  no  special  application  could  bo 
made  of  the  arguments  to  the  advantage  of  tfie  bequacked  ignoramuses 
of  New  England.  They  require  altogether  different  logic,  interspersed 
with  cogent  facts.  A  reprint  of  a  venerable  recipe  for  witchcrafl  from 
old  Salmon,  is  just  as  good  as  any  modern  preparation — ^'  R.  Regolas  of 
arsenic,  3  i.  ;  St.  Peter's  wort,  fresh,  3  iv. ;  filings  of  a  horse's  hoof,  3  iv-; 
scrapings  of  a  mummy's  head,  is,  ;  calx  of  fine  silver,  grs.  x.  ;  inchan- 
ter's  night  shade,  haudful.  Boil  the  whole  in  spt.  nit.  dulcis,  1  lb.  over 
a  steam  bath,  full  twenty-eight  days,  and  decant  off  the  clear  tincture. 
To  cure,  put  a  little  on  the  skin  of  the  witch." 


Plague. — Late  intelligence  from  Smyrna,  announces  the  appearance 
of  the  plague  in  the  islands  of  Samoa,  Colymnas  and  Stanchio.  Severe 
sanitory  measures  having  been  enforced  at  Scala  Novo,  which  were  cod- 
sidered  too  oppressive,  or  unnecessarily  severe,  led  to  considerable  com- 
motion. The  women  seem  to  have  been  most  active  in  the  popular 
movement,  and  finally  succeeded  in  driving  the  cordon  sanitaire  gentle- 
men to  Sokiah,  a  respectable  distance  from  the  habitation  of  these 
modern  Amazons.  Afler  all,  it  seems  that  there  was  more  alarm  than 
disease — the  mortality  being  exaggerated. 
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• 
Aumal  Magnetism, — Sir  William  Molesworth  has  recently  presented  a 
donation  of  thirty  guineas  to  University  College  Hospital,  London,  ac- 
companied by  a  letter,  in  which  he  expresses  his  sense  of  the  '^  pleasure 
and  instruction  which  he  obtained  in  witnessing  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
Elliotson  in  Mesmerism/'  and  his  conBdence  that  the  '^  researches  now 
being  made  by  Dr.  £.  will  add  considerable  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
phenomena  of  nature,  extend  the  bounds  of  science,  and  afford  explana- 
tion of  nbmerous  facts,  previously  inexplicable." — London  Lancet, 


Medical  Miscellany, — Dr.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  has  been 
elected  professor  of  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  in  the  Transylvania 
University,  in  place  of  the  late  Dr.  Eberle,  but  his  acceptance  of  the 
chair  has  not  yet  been  announced.  In  another  paragraph  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  same  gentleman  has  been  chosen  professor  of  surgery  in  the 
New  York  University.  But  as  the  latter  school  will  not  commence 
teaching  till  one  year  from  next  November,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he 
may  go  to  Kentucky. — Twelve  young  gentlemen,  having  completed  their 
medical  studies,  in  Philadelphia,  were  admitted  to  degrees,  on  the  13th, 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. — Dr.  C.  W.  Short  was  recently 
elected  professor  of  materia  medica  in  the  Louisville  Medical  Institute. 
The  appointment  seems  to  give  the  friends  of  the  school  peculiar  satis- 
faction.— Died,  recently,  in  London,  Dr.  Edward  Harrison,  aged  72, 
who  built  up  an  infirmary  for  spinal  affections,  and  endowed  it  with  a  gifl 
of  one  thousand  pounds,  and,  at  his  death,  bequeathed  it  three  thousand 
more.  Ho  left  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  L^niversity  College  Hospital, 
and  one  hundred  each  to  two  other  country  institutions  ;  also,  one  hun- 
dred to  be  awarded  for  medical  essays. — During  the  two  years  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  of  Canton,  4575  Chinese 
patients  have  been  received.  The  expenses  of  the  last  year  were 
$1692. — By  the  recent  bequest  of  Mr.  Birch,  of  Philadelphia,  the  insti- 
tution for  the  education  of  the  blind,  in  that  city,  is  enabled  to  accommo- 
date about  three  hundred  pupils. — An  infirmary  has  been  established  in 
connection  with  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Virginia.— 
A  malignant  fever  has  been  prevailing  at  St.  Pierre  Migneton,  near 
Quebec,  so  very  fatal,  that  it  was  thought  by  the  people,  for  a  while,  to 
be  the  cholera.  About  eighty  persons  had  died  at  the  last  accounts. — A 
great  number  of  rabid  animals,  as  dogs,  cows,  &c.,  have  been  killed  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States,  the  present  season. — The  salary  of 
the  physician  of  the  State  Prison  in  Rhode  Island  is  twenty-Jive  dollars  per 
annum  ! — ^too  contemptibly  mean  for  any  man  of  common  sense  to  accept. 
•—The  American  Medical  Library  has  commenced  the  republication  of 
Listen's  Surgery,  with  various  wood  engravings.  Green  on  Diseases  of 
the  Skin,  also  extremely  valuable,  was  completed  in  No.  7,  Vol.. 2d. — 
Deaths  in  New  York,  week  before  last,  were  229,  1 1 1  more  than  the 
week  previous.  Of  these,  seventy-one  were  caused  by  the  extreme  heat, 
apoplexy,  congestion  of  the  brain,  &c. — The  deaths  in  Philadelphia,  in 
the  course  of  the  same  week,  amounted  to  the  startling  number  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  !  The  diseases  most  fatal  were  the  following : — 
Summer  complaint,  57  ;  excessive  heat,  17  ;  dropsy  of  the  head,  12  ; 
apoplexy,  11  ;  dysentery,  10;  diarrhcea,  10  ;  debility,  9  ;  convulsions, 
9.  There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-Jive  children  under  two  years  of 
age,  included  in  the  sum  total. — Part  V.  of  J)r.  Copland's  Medical  Dic- 
tionary  was  advertiaed  to  be  published  in  London  on  the  9th  of  June. 
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w(oIe  number  of  deaths  In  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  91,  90.    Malefl,  18— femaleti  19. 

CoDsuniption,  5— child-bed,  1— inflammation,  1— typhous  fever,  8— liver  complaint,  1— disrrlMSSi 
1— delirium  tremens,  1— convulsions,  1— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  d— bowel  complaint,  1— inflam- 
mation of  the  brain,  3— disease  of  the  brain,  I— ocarlei  fever,  l—canker,  l—lnflamtuation  ofllis 
lungs,  1— drowned,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— marasmus,  1— cholera  infantum,  1— cholera  moibat,  1— 
poison,  I— stillborn,  6. 


MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  IMedical  Instruction.  Btudenis  wDl  be 
admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  departments  of  the  Massachusetts  Genecal  Hospital,  may  lae 
eases  in  one  of  the  Dispensary  DistricU,  and  have  abundant  opportunities  for  observing  the  imallpox 
and  varioloid  diseaws.  They  will  receive  clinical  instruction  upon  the  cases  which  they  wltftw, 
and  during  the  interval  of  the  regular  lectures  at  the  College,  they  will  risceive  instruction  by  lec- 
tures and  recitations  upon  the  various  departments  of  medical  science.  Ample  opportaniliee  will 
be  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  us 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  expense. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  M.  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

H.  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 
J.  V.  C.  SMlTtt.  M.D. 
U.  6.  WILET,  M.D. 
July  95— «optN— emtJy 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

Tub  annnal  Course  of  Lectures  for  1633,  In  this  Institution,  will  commence  on  the sad  of  AagoM 
(the  last  Thursday  but  one  in  the  month)  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

The  pre-requisites  for  admission  to  an  examination  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  *i*i^^ 
AiU  years*  study  under  a  regular  practitioner  of  medicine  j  attendance  on  two  full  courses  of  "»•■•[*[ 
lectures,  one  of*^  which  must  hsive  been  at  this  school ;  a  defensible  thesis  on  some  subject  connectes 
with' medical  Science  ;  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  food  moral  chaiacter. 
Gentlemen  who  intend  to  present  themselves  as  candidates  fur  a  Degree  a.re  particularly  reqocwi 
to  procure  fall  and  formal  certificates  of  time. 

By  legalizing  the  study  of  Anatomy,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetu  has  Airnished 'its  BcMsli 
with  superior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy.  It  has  also,  by  this  provision,  most  eifectiuUy 
Caarded  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  from  all  violation. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by       -----       -       Ha  war  H.  CHfLOs,  M.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by        ....       CHBirsa  Dxwar,  M.I). 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Snrgery,  by         -        --     -         -         -       Wix.labd  PxaaBa,  M.D. 

aiateria  Medica  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  by       -       -       -       -        Eusha  BAaxLaTT.  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by .        David  Paumbs,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by-------       Bobbbt  Watts,  Ja.,  M.D. 

Legal  Medicine,  by        ...  .  ....        Hbnbt  BaBBABo,  £•«- 

Fee  for  the  Course  of  Lectures,  $50.  Fee  for  those  who  have  already  attended  two  fall  eooneii^ 
an  Incorporated  medical  school,  $10.  Graduation  fee,  $18.  Fellows  of  the  Maeaachosetts  Medicsl  8s- 
oAoiy,  and  others  who  have  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  are  admitted  gratuitonily  <s 
the  lectures.  R.  WATTS,  JR.,  Dta*  qf  the  Aoifty. 

Pit^/UU,  Mau, ,  90<A  Jwu,  1838.  t  Aug93 

FALLING  OF  .THE  WOMB  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPUCATION. 

{R.  A.  Q.  ilULL*9  UTCRO-ABOOMI.NAL  SUPPORTER  is  «fiMd  to  (hoM  aflicted  witk 
PrSlapatu  UUri^  or  fiilUng  of  Vu  VTomb^tinA  other  dineases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  tbsav- 
dominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoratioB  is 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefullv  and  properly  fitted  to  the  furm  of  the  patient,  it  iiivs> 
rlabiy  affctrds  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  dlHtressing  **  dragging  and  frecnsfHtmes 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skH' 
(\it  application  Is  always  followed  Ity  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient bertrjf. 
The  supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  the  patient  without  further  aid.  WiUk 
In  the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  Ulero-Abdomittai  Supporterg  have  been  applied  witli  lbs 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  Instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  iU  exanias- 
tion  by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  np^m: 
ing  to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Aitley  Cooper,  of  London,  Edward  DeUdMi 
M.O.,Profef<sor  of  Midwifery,  Univeraity  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Profeaaora  of  Midwifeiy  >n^ 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  bad  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  Impositions  in  iblB  ioatrainent,  at  well  tf 
In  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  Iminttions.  The  genuine  Trusses  bear  aj 
signature  in  writing  oa  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  emboased  upon  fta  envelope. 

AMOd  6.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Aator  Houae,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  AgenU  for  the  sale  of  the  above  Instruments,  allordeit 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  »t  R£ED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  94  Merchants  Row,  Bostsa. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wedoeaday.'by 
D.  CLAPP.  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communlcatioas 
■Mat  ba  EddnaBedypootrpauL  It  is  also  published  ki  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  precedint  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  S  M ITH,  MJ) .  Editor.— Prka  93,00  a 
year  In  advance.  193.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Ambu  ailowsd 
everyseventh  copy  gnttU — Ordeiv  fram.a  distance  must  be  aeflOBpttJad  bf  paraaaAi  te  aiwim  « 
•atlalhetofyrsfcreace^PoatafethaameaaforaNewapapaf.       ^"^'^'^  »— ^«i- 
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ON  THE  VARIETIES  OF  DEVIATION  IN  THE  WISDOM  TEETH. 

BT  JAMSa   TRUDEAU,  M.D.,  PARIS. 

Dentition  of  the  deciduous  teeth  is  often  accompanied  by  serious  dis- 
orders, and  receives  a  considerable  share  of  attention  from  every  careful 
physician.  Not  so,  however,  with  dentition  of  the  permanent  teeth, 
which  commonly  takes  place  without  much  sufTering.  I  propose,  in 
this  paper,  to  nmice  briefly  the  accidents  which,  sometimes,  occur  chiing 
the  growth  of  the  wisdom  tooth,  and  more  particularly  that  of  the  lower 
jaw :  first,  when  the-  space,  between  the  second  molar  and  the  base  of 
the  coronoid  process,  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  of  its  free  growth — 
secondly,  when  there  is  sufficient  space,  but  the. tooth  takes  a  wrong 
direction,  first  obliquely  from  behind  forwards,  and  is  arrested  by  the 
next  grinder ;  secondly,  from  without  inwards  along  the  tongue,  causing 
excoriation  of  that  organ,  and  impeding  its  motions;  thirdly,  from 
within  outwards,  so  as  to  penetrate  the  cheek  ;  fourthly,  when  the  wis- 
dom tooth  is  detained  in  the  base  of  the  coronoid  process  ;  and,  fifthly, 
when  it  remains  covered,  at  its  posterior  part,  by  a  hardened  gum. 

It  would   be  easy  for  me  to  multiply  these  deviations  from  normal' 
growth,  and  add  many  other  instances  of  mal-position  of  the  inferior 
wisdom  tooth,  but  they  may  all  be  easily  reduced  to  the  five  species 
just  enumerated. 

I.  The  Wisdom  Tooth  gromng  from  behind  forwardiy  and  its  growth 
stopped  by  the  next  grinder. 

Madam  R ,  a  young  lady,  twenty  years  old,  felt,  three  or  four 

months  after  marriage,  a  sharp  and  deep-seated  pain  in  the  angle  of  the 
inferior  maxilla  of  the  left  side,  the  pain  soon  extending  throughout  the 
whole  bone.  All  her  teeth  were  painful,  not,  however,  of  the  nature  of 
an  ordinary  toothache.  She  passed  a  few  months  in  this  state,  and  as 
the  pain  was  daily  increasing,  her  physician,  suspecting  the  affection  to 
be  rheumatic  or  neuralgic,  resorted  to  various  remedial  agents  to  get  rid 
of  it.  He  began  with  an  antiphlogistic  course,  by  regimen,  leeches, 
poultices,  baths,  emollient  drinks,  &c.,  but  without  avail.  He  then  used, 
with  no  better  success,  dry  and  opiate  frictions,  blisters  and  the  different 
antispasmodics.  Acfupunctu ration,  a  seton  at  the  back  of  the  neck, 
and  the  sulphate  of  quinine  internally,  were  also  unsuccessfully  tried. 

By  the  advice  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  of  Paris,  the  lady 
tried  the  baths  of  Bourges,  but  returned,  suffering  from  excruciating  agony. 
At  this  time,  slfe^  consulted  Dr.  — -^,  without,  however,  much  hope  of 
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relief.  Wheo  the  doctor  saw  her,  her  couDtenaDce  was  extremely  pallid, 
she  was  much  emaciated,  her  strength  was  impaired  and  her  appetite 
gone.  For  a  year,  she  had  been  almost  literally  without  sleep,  the 
calm  of  night  bringing  with  it  only  the  feeling  of  despair. 

Her  teeth  were  sound  and  white,  the  gums  of  a  pale-rosy  color,  and 
there  was  not  the  least  appearance  of  the  growth  of  a  wisdom  tooth. 
Examination  was,  however,  directed  to  this  quarter.  A  deep  incision 
was  made  in  the  gum,  with  a  curved  bistoury,  behind  the  second  la^ 
grinder.  A  small  probe  being  introduced,  a  hard  body  was  felt.  Under 
the  belief,  now,  that  there  was  a  tooth  growing  obliquely  forwards, 
the  growth  of  which  was  prevented  by  the  adjoining  tooth,  the  second 
large  grinder  was  immediately  extracted.  A  few  days  after  this  opera- 
tion, the  pain  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  lady  now  enjoys  excellent 
health. 

M.  Esquirol,  to  whom  I  communicated  this  fact,  told  me  that  he  bad 
cured  a  young  lady,  who  was  insane,  of  her  mania,  by  the  extraction  of 
the  second  molar  tooth,  which  was,  in  the  same  manner,  preventing  the 
growth  of  a  wisdom  tooth.  •• 

To  uaderstand  affections  of  this  nature,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind, 
that,  when  a  tooth  makes  its  appearange  through  the  gum,  the  roots 
have  not  attained  their  entire  length.  They  grow  from  within  outwards, 
and,  if  the  crown  of  a  growing  tooth  is  stopped  by  any  impediment, 
during  its  evolution,  the  root,  increasing  in  length,  by  the  process  of 
ossification,  occupies  a  place  not  intended  for  it  by  nature,  and  power- 
fully compresses  the  nerves  of  the  part.  It  is  easy,  then,  to  understand 
the  disturbance,  caused  by  a  wisdom  tooth's  being  imbedded  in  the 
coronoid  process,  or  being  arrested  by  the  thickness  of  the  gum,  or 
growingagainst  the  next  molar,  as  in  this  case. 

II.  T%e  tVisdom  Tooth  growing  from  mthout  inwards^  on  the  side 
of  the  tongtUy  and  causing  an  ulceration  of  a  syphilitic  appearance. 

Mr.  M ,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  army,  living  in  the  country 

since  1815,  came  to  Paris,  with  the  intention  of  undergoing  an  anti-sy- 
philitic treatment,  laboring  under  the  idea  that  he  was  affected  with  the 
venereal  disease.  He  had  bad,  for  some  months,  an  ulceration  at  the 
base  of  his  tongue,  on  the  left  side.  The  movements  of  this  organ  were 
deranged.  Mastication  was  particularly  painful.  The  mercurial  treatment, 
to  which  he  submitted,  by  the  advice  of  an  eminent  practitioner  of 
Paris,  only  aggravated  his  symptoms.  After  twenty  days'  continuance 
of  this  treatment,  the  tongue  became  enormously  swelled,  so  as  entirely 
to  fill  the  mouth ;  the  gums  were  in  a  fungous  state,  and  the  breath  of- 
fensive.   This  treatment  having  been  suspended,  M.  M applied  to 

Dr. After  a  very  careful  examination,  he  soon  discovered,  iu  the 

maxillary  bone,  at  a  distance  of  about  half  an  inch  from  the  posterior 
dental  canal,  a  bard  body,  covered  by  a  floating  or  moveable  portioa  of 
the  gum.  An  incision  having  been  made  in  the  gum,  a  portion  of  the 
crown  of  a  wisdom  tooth  was  distinctly  visible.  The  tooth  bad  grown 
in  a  wrong  direction,  and,  being  in  contact  with  the  base  of  the  tongue, 
had  occasioned '  an  ulcer.  The  tooth  was  immediately  extracted^  and  a 
few  days  after,  the  ulcer  healed  up. 
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IIL  The  Wisdom  Tooth  growing  from  within  outwards^  and  pene^ 
trating  into  the  substance  of  the  cheek. 

Miss  B.,  twenty-Dine  years  of  age,  consulted  Dr.  — ^  for  an  im- 
mense swelling,  on  her  right  cheek,  opposite  the  wisdom  tooth,  which 
was  exceedingly  painful,  particularly  on  opening  the  mouth.  TheMoe- 
tor  suspected  at  once  that  this  irritation  depended  on  the  growth  of  the 
last  grinder,  the  crown  of  which,  being  directed  from  within  outwards, 
was  penetrating  into  the  substance  of  the  cheek.  Upon  examination 
with  the  finger,  this  tooth  was  felt  growing  in  a  horizontal  direction,  and 
quite  imbedded  in  the  muscles.  Had  it  been  possible  at  once  to  extract 
the  tooth,  the  patient  would  have  been  speedily  relieved.  But  the 
swelling  of  the  gums  and  of  the  internal  part  of  the  cheek,  which  was 
alcerated,  interfered  with  the  operation.  The  tooth  was,  besides,  very 
much  decayed,  and  would  have  been  broken  by  any  instrument  The 
indication,  then,  was  to  lessen  the  irritation,  which  was  caused  by  the 
crown  of  the  tooth  acting  as  a  foreign  body.  A  piece  of  cork,  pre- 
pared so  as  entirely  to  cover  this,  and  deeply  grooved,  was  placed 
between  the  cheek  and  the  teeth.  This  little  apparatus  was  fastened 
to  the  first  molar,  and  remained  in  its  place  ior  three  days.  Poul- 
tices were  applied  to  the  cheek,  and  slightly  acidulated  gargles  used. 
At  the  end  of  the  time  mentioned,  the  irritation  had  subsided,  so  as  to 
allow  the  tooth  to  be  extracted,  after  which,  the  unpleasant  symptoms  at 
once  disappeared.  These  deviations  of  the  wisdom  tooth  outwards  are 
of  common  occurrence  in  practice,  but  the  inclination  is  generally  very 
slight,  and  the  removal  of  the  tooth  not  often  demanded. 

iV.  The  Wisdom  Tooth  arrested  in  its  growth  by  the  base  of  the 
coronoid  process. 

In  tins  case  the  right  cheek  was  swelled  to  an  enormous  size,  the 
swdling  extending  from  the  eyes  to  the  clavicle.  The  face  and  nedc 
were  covered  with  numerous  abscesses.  For  twenty  months  the  man 
had  not  been  able  to  open  his  mouth,  and  had  been  fed  on  liquids, 
passed  through  an  opening  caused  by  the  absence  of  a  tooth.  He  had, 
besides,  a  fistula,  at  about  three  inches  from  the  lower  angle  of  the  infe- 
rior maxilla.  A  little  lower  on  the  neck  there  was  another.  A  probe 
being  introduced  into  the  first  fistula,  penetrated  obliquely,  from  before 
backwards,  and  was  stopped  by  a  hard  body,  supposed  to  be  the  root  of 
the  third  lai^e  grinder.  From  the  beginning  of  the  affection,  the  man's 
health  had  been  greatly  impaired ;  he  was  much  emaciated,  his  skin  was 
of  a  leaden  hue,  and  he  suffered  much  from  colics.  For  a  short  time 
past,  his  digestion  had  been  disordered,  and  attended  with  acidity ;  this, 
probably,  depended  on  the  mixture  of  his  food  with  the  pus,  with  which 
his  mouth  was  constantly  filled.  Various  means  were  resorted  to,  to  opeo 
the  patient's  mouth  and  extract  the  tooth.  Leeches,  poultices,  mercu- 
rial  frictions,  blisters  and  compression  were  used  with  no  better  success. 
Dr.  ■  >  DOW  thought  of  trying  a  mechanical  agent,  which  succeeded 
perfectly.  It  was  a  conoidal  piece  of  wood,  introduced  between  the 
dental  arch,  and  pushed  in  slowly  by  the  patient  himself.  The  foltowing 
day  the  mouth  presented  an  opening  of  about  four  lines.    A  week  after^ 
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wards,  the  man's  mouth  was  opened  wide  enough  to  aHow  of  the  tooth 
being  easily  extracted. 

A  few  days  after,  a  necrosed  piece  of  bone  was  extracted.  It  proved 
to  be  a  portion  of  the  base  of  the  coronoid  process,  on  which  was 
moulded,  or  cast,  a  portion  of  the  crown  of  the  tooth.  This  evidently 
showed  that  the  tooth  had  been  stopped  in  its  growth  by  this  bone. 
Since  that  time  the  inflammation  rapidly  disappeared,  and  in  a  month 
the  patient  was  perfectly  cured. 

V .  The  Wisdom  Tooth  growing  under  a  portion  of  the  gum  tvhu^ 
cannot  be  cut  by  the  tooth, 

Orage,  a  waiter,  for  a  year  past  had  been  subject  to  frequent  inflam- 
mation of  the  cheek  and  fauces-^indeed,  ever  since  the  first  appearance 
of  the  wisdom  tooth  of  the  left  side.  During  one  of  these  attacks  he 
was  advised  to  consult  Dr. .  His  cheek  was  swelled,  and  the  ton- 
sil of  the  left  side  was  inflamed,  as  well  as  the  fauces.  Behind  his 
second  large  grinder,  the  crown  of  a  wisdom  tooth  could  be  perceived, 
and  covered  in  its  two-thirds  by  the  gum,  which  was  ulcerated.  A  simple 
incision  through  the  gum  was  all  that  was  necessary  in  this  case. 

Cases  of  this  description  frequently  occur  in  practice,  and  do  not 
always  terminate  happily.  When  indurations  of  the  tonsils  occur,  this 
gland  must  be  removed. — Medical  Examiner. 


MERCURY. 

FROM   SieMOIfD's   LECTURES    ON   THE   MATERIA   MEDICA. 
[GooClDtted  from  page  383.] 

To  Baume,  Bergmann,  and  to  Scheele,  we  are  indebted  for  the  com- 
plete exposition  of  all  the  most  important  chemical  and  pharmaceutical 
knowledge  that  we  possess  regarding  calomel.  When  mercury  is  tritu- 
rated with  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  the  liquid  mercury  quickly  disap- 
pears ;  the  salt,  that  is  the  result  of  the  operation,  assumes  a  Uackisb- 
gray  color ;  if  subliniation  take  place  more  than  once,  a  chloride  of  mer- 
cury, with  the  metal  at  a  minimum  of  oxidation,  is  obtained.  Some- 
times the  number  of  these  sublimations  was  very  great ;  our  pharmaco- 
poeias ordered  two,  but  other  processes  have  been  substituted,  for  this 
trituration  and  sublimation  were  tedious  operations,  and  were  attended 
with  very  many  inconveniences,  more  particularly  from  an  acrid  dust  to 
which  the  workmen  were  exposed,  notwithstanding  every  precaution 
was  used  by  placing  difl^erent  kinds  of  veils  over  the  face;  and  our 
present  pharmacopoeia  directs  the  following  process  : — Take  of  mercury 
four  pounds,  sulphuric  acid  three  pounds,  chloride  of  sodium  a  pound 
and  a  half,  distilled  water  as  much  as  may  be  sufficient ;  boil  two  pounds 
of  the  mercury  with  the  sulphuric  acid  in  a  proper  vessel  until  the  bi- 
persulphate  of  mercury  remains  dry  ;  rub  this  when  it  i&cold  with  two 
pounds  of  mercury  in  an  earthen  mortar,  that  they  may  be  perfectly 
mixed,  then  add  the  chloride  of  sodium,  and  rub  them  together  untH 
globules  are  no  longer  visible,  and  sublime  ;  rub  the  sublimate  to  rery 
fine  powder,  and  wash  it  carefully  with  boilitfg  distilled  water,  and  dry  it ; 
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this  forms  a  whitlsb  powder,  which,  on  the  addition  of  potash,  becomes 
black,  and  then,  when  heated,  runs  into  globules  of  mercury  ;  it  is  also 
vaporised  by  heat ;  the  distilled  water  with  which  it  has  been  washed, 
or  in  which  it  has  been  boiled,  gives  no  precipitate  with  nitrate  of 
silver,  lime  water,  or  hydrosulphuric  acid. 

The  characteristic  properties  of  the  chloride  of  mercury  are  essentially 
different  from  those  by  which  the  bichloride  is  recc^nized.  It  is  almost 
tasteless.  It  has  a  faint,  yellowish-white  color,  but  by  long  exposure  to 
the  action  of  light,  it  assumes  a  blackish  cast.  It  is  luminous  and  phos- 
phorescent when  rubbed  in  the  dark.  It  has  scarcely  any  smell.  It  is 
generally  seen  in  the  shops  in  the  form  of  a  heavy  powder,  but  crystals 
are  sometimes  obtained  in  tetrahedral  prisms  ;  occasionally  there  are  two 
quadrangular  pyramids  formed,  base  to  base,  so  as  to  make  a  very  long 
and  pointed  octahedron.  In  mass  it  forms  compact,  translucent,  shining 
cakes.  It  is  insoluble  in  water.  It  is  much  more  difficult  of  volatilisa- 
tion and  sublimation  than  the  bichloride.  The  consumption  of  calomel 
in  this  country  is  very  great,  and  large  quantities  are  likewise  exported 
to  the  East  Indies ;  it  is  manufactured  upon  a  large  scale  at  Apotheca- 
ries' Hall  ;and  the  sublimation,  owing  to  the.management  of  Mr.  Hen- 
fiel,  is  performed  with  great  nicety  and  care.  The  vessels  are  large, 
-and  made  of  good  conducting  materials,  so  that  the  calomel  falls  down 
jn  an  impalpable  powder,  like  a  shower  of  snow,  and  then  only  requires 
washing  and  levigating  to  obtain  it  in  a  state  of  minute  division. 

Calomel  possesses  medicinal  powers  of  the  most  important  kind  ;  it 
is  a  moderate  laxative  when  given  alone,  and  when  employed  in  combi* 
"nation  with  other  drugs  it  becomes  an  active  purgative.  It  has  been 
classed,  by  the  authors  on  materia  medica,  as  a  siulagogue,  as  an  expec* 
torant,  as  a  cathartic,  as  an  emmenagogue,  as  an  alterative,  and  as  a  tonic ; 
and  no  remedy  with  which  I  am  acquainted  has  been  more  largely  em* 
ployed  in  the  greater  number  of  diseases.  Indeed,  I  need  only  refer  you 
to  the  "Thesaurus  Medicaminum,"  or  the  "Practical  Synopsis"  of 
John  Pearson,  that  you  may  judge  of  the  estimation  in  which  it  has 
been  held,  from  the  long  catalogue  you  will  there  find  of  disordered 
states  in  which  it  has  been  prescribed  by  medical  men.  Its  doses  'have 
varied  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner ;  and  on  looking  over  medical 
writings  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  great  discrepancy  of  opmion  upon 
the  quantity  to  be  employed  ;  yet  from  the  most  experienced  practi- 
tioners, I  think  you  will  draw  the  inference,  that  in  the  greater  number 
of  cases,  where  your  object  is  to  produce  a  gentle,  but  at  the  same  time 
serviceable,  action  on  the  bowels,  three  grains  will  suffice.  A  less  dose 
causes  irritation  in  the  alimentary  canal,  and  without  some  other  medi- 
cine be  employed,  a  quantity  of  biliary  secretion  is  produced,  which 
remains  in  the  system,  rather  harassing  than  in  any  way  benefiting  the 
individual's  case.  In  a  dose  of  five  grains  the  chloride  of  mercury  may 
generally  be  looked  upon  as  exciting  a  degree  of  irritation  in  this  coun- 
try ;  yet  some  of  our  most  distinguished  medical  men  have  in  India,  not 
only  harmlessly,  but  with  considerable  advantage,  administered  scruple 
doses,  three  or  four  times  in  the  course  of  the  day.  I  would  have  you 
lead  with  attention  the  works  of  Dr«  James  Johnson,  on  "  Tropical 
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Climates,"  aod  Annesley  od  the  "  Diseases  of  India,"  for  further  illos^ 
tratioD  of  this  subject.  Unacquainted  as  we  are  with  some  of  the  fright- 
ful maladies  of  the  East,  which  so  rapidly  run  their  career,  we  cannot 
properly  estimate  the  value  of  the  practice,  but  from  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  practitioners,  who  almost  unanimously  agree  upon  the  ex* 
cellence  of  the  principle  of  giving  very  large  doses,  until  an  immense 
quantity  must  have  been  collected  in  the  intestinal  canal.  This  plan  of 
treatment  has  been  attempted  to  be  introduced  into  this  country,  but  it 
has  not  met  with  much  encouragement.  In  the  United  States,  however, 
the  practitioners  have  even  surpassed  our  brethren  in  India ;  they  have 

Siven  one,  two,  or  three  drachms,  for  bilious  fever,  three  or  four  tioies 
aily,  ibr  some  successive  days.  In  one  of  the  American  Journals  is  a 
case  in  which  eight  hundred  and  forty  grains  were  administered  in  the 
course  of  eight  days ;  the  largest  dose  was  three  drachms,  and  evea 
then  no  evacuation  was  produced  until  an  injection  had  been  given. 

The  great  success  that  attends  these  doses  in  tropical  dysentery  is 
evident  from  the  works  and  from  the  cases  of  various  authors  related  ia 
the  diflbrent  periodicals.  Thus  Mr.  Power's  cases  in  the  third  volume 
of  the  ^'  Medioo-Chirui^cal  Review,"  are  very  instructive.  Scruple 
doses  were  given  three  times  a  day,  in  nine  instances ;  no  other  mode  of 
treatment  was  pursued  except  in  one  instance,  where  venesection  was 
bad  recourse  to ;  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium  was  generally  added. 
The  calomel  in  a  short  time  brought  on  ptyalism  without  hypercatharsis> 
or  any  distressing  symptom  supervening ;  on  the  contrary,  it  seemed  to 
have  rather  a  cooling  and  sedative  influence. 

It  seems  that  some  of  the  older  European  physicians  ordered  calomel 
in  very  large  doses.*  Amongst  these,  Horstius  recommends  a  scruple  or 
half  a  drachm  "  to  attenuate  the  viscid  humors."  Sylvius  ordered  it  in 
the  same  dose  as  a  purgadve.  Drs.  Friend,  Juncker,  and  GeoflTroy,  are 
also  in  favor  of  such  Quantities.  Dr.  Wright,  in  the  year  1794,  said 
that  he  had  been  in  the  nabit  of  giving  scruple  doses  since  1760 ;  but  it 
is  to  Dr.  James  Johnson  that  the  promulgation  of  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment of  dysentery  and  hepatitis  is  to  be  ascribed.  Dr.  Cartwrigbt,  ia 
the  United  States,  treated  syphilis  with  doses  of  equal  magnitude.  Mr. 
Cunningham,  a  surgeon  m  the  Navy,  likewise  published  cases  thus 
treated.  *It  has  been  said  that  these  laige  doses  purge  less  than  smaller 
doses ;  that  all  the  organs  are  pretematuratly  excited,  and  therefore  the 
profuse  secretion  from  the  liver  does  not  take  place,  whilst  smaller  doses 
produce  great  excitement  of  that  oi^an ;  that  still  smaller  doses,  if  they 
do  not  produce  secretion,  act  on  the  system  as  a  morbid  irritant,  and  oo> 
easioD  mercurial  fever,  which  Nature  removes  by  an  increased  secretion 
of  the  salivary  glands.  That  faud  occurrences  have  been  the  result  q£ 
each  doses  of  calomel  there  can  be  but  litde  doubt ;  and  Hoffman  has 

S'ven  in  <<  De  Medicaipentis  Insecuris  et  Infidis,"  two  oases  in  which 
teen  gr^ns^  of  the  chloride  of  mercury  were  sufficieat  to  destroy 
youths  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  fifteen.  In  one  instance  the 
stomach  attempted,  by  vomiting,  to  rid  itself  of  the  pcnson,  the  hands 
and  feet  began  to  tremble,  great  uneasiness  and  anxiety  supervened,  and 
en  the  sixth  day  death  took  place.    The  other  died  after  suffaciDg  fioBi 
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great  anxiety  and  from  vomiting  of  a  black  matter.  The  case  mentioned 
in  the  ^^  German  Epbemerides,"  which  terminated  in  twenty-four  hours, 
after  profuse  diarrhoea,  was  the  result  of  half  an  ounce  swallowed  acci- 
dentally. Dr.  Christison  has,  however,  asked  whether  the  violent  ef- 
fects described  by  Hoffman  and  Ledelius  may  not  have  arisen  from  the 
calomel  having  been  imperfectly  prepared  and  adulterated  with  a  littte 
corrosive  sublimate. 

There  are  some  inaccurate  stories  of  calomel  proving  destructive. 
Thus,  Dr.  Sintalaer,  in  a  very  curious  work  published  in  1709,  entitled 
"  The  Scourge  of  Venus  and  Mercury"  (and  which  was  the  book  that 
first  excited  Dr.  Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  to  investigate'  the  history  of 
the  venereal  disease),  after  declaiming  against  mercury  and  its  prepara- 
tions, says — '<  Dr.  Harvey  tells  us  a  story  of  an  apothecary  who  gave 
three  children  a  dose  each  of  mercurius  dulcis  against  the  worms,  and 
they  all  died  on  the  same  day  ;"  but  there  are  no  accounts  of  any  such 
cases  to  be  found,  well  authenticated,  in  later  days.  On  the  Continent 
great  attention,  both  in  France  and  Germany,  has  been  paid  to  the  purity 
of  calomel,  and  to  the  difficulty  that  ought  to  be  made  in  giving  corrosive 
sublimate  to  any  individual  who  wishes  to  purchase  it.  A  medicd  po- 
lice watches  over  these  points,  and  such  en  establishment  is  become  in- 
dispensable in  this  country,  where  so  many  fatal  accidents  have,  from 
neglect,  occurred. 

As  I  shall  hereafter  have  frequent  opportunities  of  discussing  the 
powers  of  the  chloride  of  mercury,  as  a  laxative  and  a  pui^ative,  1  shall 
not,  now,  make  many  observations  on  it  in  this*  point  of  view ;  but 
there  are  some  circumstances  connected  with  the  functions  of  the  sto- 
mach, the  assisttot  digestive  organs,  and  the  intestinal  canal,  to  which  I 
must,  for  a  moment,  invite  your  attention.  1  must  observe,  that  I  wish 
you  to  recognise  the  distinction  that  has  been  universally  acknowledged 
between  laxative  and  purgative  medicines,  the  &rst,  which  merely  empty 
the  bowels  of  such  faecal  contents  as  may  already  be  lodged  there,  whilst 
the  second  class  have  the  power  of  inducing  a  still  further  increase  of 
the  quantity,  and  of  stimulating  the  vessels  to  pour  forth  more  excremen- 
titious  matter.  Now  the  chloride  of  mercury  will,  according  to  the  dose 
in  which  it  may  be  given,  produce  either  of  these  effects,  but  it  is  the 
biliary  secretion  that  is  most  augmented,  and  this  is  particularly  marked 
by  an  alteration  in  the  color  and  the  odor  of  the  faeces.  All  the  pre- 
parations of  mercury,  more  or  less,  have  this  influence,  and  patients 
who  have,  for  a  length  of  time,  excreted  only  blackish  and  unhealthy 
looking  dejections,  discharge  them  of  a  yellow  hue  and  of  a  diflferent 
odor  after  a  few  grains  of  calomel  or  of  blue  pill.  The  odor  is  often- 
times rendered  more  disagreeable,  and  a  change  takes  place  in  the  ^asea 
that  are  developed.  The  color  depends  upon  the  kind  and  quality  of 
the  bile  secreted  by  the  liver  ;  and  where  any  obstruction  takes  place, 
the  stools  are  pale  or  whitish.  The  bile  itself  is  of  a  deep  yellow  brown 
color,  and,  as  Abemethy  has  observed,  it  is  like  wetted  rhubarb ;  if 
either  of  these  substances  be  put  into  a  large  quantity  of  water,  tbey 
will  dye  it  of  a  bright  yellow  color,  which  is  actually  the  color  of  these 
sabstaoces,  yet  it  is  so  concenuated  in  the  mass  as  to  appear  of  a  deep 
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brown.  Green  bile  is  ordinarily  the  result  of  disordered  function,  al- 
though it  has  been  occasionally  found  in  the  gall-bladder,  where  the 
liver  is  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state.  Vegetables  frequently  give  their 
color  to  the  feces.  The  peculiar  foetor  of  the  residue  of  the  alimentary 
matter  is  acquired  in  the  large  intestines  ;  and  if  the  small  intestines  at 
their  temnination,  and  the  large  intestines  at  their  beginning,  be  examined, 
there  will  be  found  almost  a  line  of  demarcation  ;  to  what  this  is  owing 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  say.  It  is  not  alone  a  chemical  decomposition  that 
occurs,  but  the  animal  economy  imparts  a  peculiar  change.  The  exami- 
nation of  the  faeces  has  been  but  little  prosecuted  ;  although  a  subject  of 
some  interest,  it  is  one  that  requires  great  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of 
science,  and  very  little  delicacy  of  the  sense  of  smell,  nay,  the  very  pe- 
rusal of  some  authors'  inquiries  is  nauseating. 

Lavoisier  wrote  a  memoir  on  the  nature  of  the  aeriform  elastic  fluids, 
which  are  disengaged  from  certain  animal  substances  during  fermenta- 
tion ;  his  experiments  prove  that  human  excrement  emits,  at  the  tem- 
perature of  60  degrees,  a  gas,  a  mixture  of  eleven  parts  of  carbonic 
acid  gas,  and  one  part  of  an  inflammable  gas,  which  burnt  with  a  blue 
flame,  and  was,  therefore,  probably  carbonic  oxide  gas;  the  experi- 
ments of  Thenard  and  Dupuytren  prove,  however,  that  sulphuretted  hy- 
drogen is  likewise  exhaled  from  human  faeces,  collected  in  large  quanti- 
ties. The  changes  that  take  place  out  of  the  body  by  the  action  of  the 
human  air,  appear  to  be  very  rapid.  Fresh  faeces  do  not  efl^ervesce 
with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  but  old  moist  faeces  do,  and  emit  the  volume 
of  carbonic  acid  gas*  which  they  at  6rst  do.  The  chloride  of  mercury 
appears  to  exercise  over  the  action  of  the  large  intestines  some  power, 
as  the  gaseous  exhalations  materially  differ  when  it  has*  been  employed, 
and  this  is  particularly  striking  in  children,  the  odor  of  the  dejection 
being  very  materially  influenced  in  them,  and  much  more  offensive 
fcetor  being  the  result,  and  this,  in  general,  is  a  proof  of  the  due  actioa 
of  the  medicine,  for  the  system,  previously  disordered,  appears  thus  to 
rid  itself  of  a  deleterious  agent. 

Whether  the  extrication  of  the  different  gases  be  natural  to  the  hu- 
man body,  or  whether  it  be  the  result  of  our  artiflcial  habits  of  life,  I 
will  not  presume  to  say.  It  is  stated  that  our  living  on  animal  food  is 
the  cause  of  the  greater  number  of  the  diseases  to  which  man  is  subject, 
and  that  it  also  imparts  to  that  which  is  excreted  from  man,  the  offen- 
sive odor ;  and  certainly  many  animals  that  are  herbivorous  are  inoflleD- 
sive  on  that  point,  whilst  carnivorous  animals  are  the  reverse  ;  and  some 
philosophers  have  entered  upon  some  curious  speculations  arising  out  of 
these  circumstances.  Rousiseau,  indeed,  draws  a  conclusion,  that  man  is 
D0(  calculated  for  the  social  state,  because  his  excretions,  his  eflluvia, 
«nd  his  emanations,  are  destructive  to  his  fellow  creatures.  Whatever 
may  be  the  means  by  which  the  inflammable  air  be  extricated  from  the 
intestines,  certain  it  is  that  great  indications  of  the  nature  of  the  matter 
taken  in  by  the  mouth,  and  its  effects  upon  the  health,  may  be  drawn 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  odor  evolved,  and  from  correcting  it  by  the 
administration  of  medicine.  Disease  commencing  in  the  rectum  and 
lacsa  intestines  may  often  be  recogqized  by  the  quantity  of  flatus  evcdved. 
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and  unnatural  diet  will  keep  up  an  irritation  which  nnay  prove  very 
injurious. 

Where  the  chloride  of  mercury  is  too  irritating  alone,  it  may  very 
properly  be  combined  with  other  remedies,  and  there  is  a  pill  which 
has  long  been  known  to  the  profession  under  the  name  of  Plummer's 
pill,  which  has  been  Tound  a  most  useful  medicine.  The  pilula  hydrar- 
gyri  chloridi  compositi  is  now  made  of  chloride  of  mercury  and  oxysul- 
phuret  of  antimony,  each  two  drachms,  of  guiacum  resin  powdered  half 
an  ounce,  of  treacle  two  drachms ;  the  chloride  of  mercury  is  rubbed 
with  the  oxysulphuret  of  antimony,  afterwards  with  the  guiacum  resin 
and  the  treacle,  until  incorporated.  There  is  an  alteration  of  strength 
from  the  formula  of  other  pharmacopoeias,  and  the  treacle  which  is  now 
substituted  for  the  mucilage  renders  the  mass  more  difficult  of  rolling, 
and  if  it  be  done  by  the  dirty  and  unseemly  mode  of  forming  the  pill 
between  the  fingers,  it  leaves  them  in  a  very  sticky,  clammy  state.  The* 
Edinburgh  College  was  the  first  to  introduce  this  pill  into  its  pharmaco- 
poeia, the  London  followed  the  example,  and  it  is  a  great  favorite  with 
many  practitioners,  and,  in  the  dose  of  from  five  to  ten  grains,  is  most 
advantageously  employed ;  it  is  generally  called  an  alterative,  but  its  effi- 
cacy in  many  complaints  should  place  it  amongst  the  more  defined 
classes,  and  in  some  states  it  may  be  denominated  a  tonic. 


REMARKS  ON  ENCYSTED  TUMORS  OF  THE  EVE-LIDS,  WITH  A  CASE. 

BT   EDWARD   J.   DAVENPORT,   M.D.,    BOSTON. 
[Communicated  for  the  BMton  Medical  nad  SiirflcaUnunial.} 

Encysted  tumors  or  wens  are  very  frequently  met  with  in  the  eyelids, 
and  are  supposed  to  originate  both  in  the  meibomian  glands  and  in  the 
lax  cellular  texture  which  connects  together  the  component  parts  of  llie 
palpebras.  Some  persons  appear  to  be  particularly  subject  to  these  small 
tumors,  and  their  occurrence  may  be  connected,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
hordeolum,  with  some  derangement  of  the  prims  viae.  Sometimes 
several  make  their  appearance  in  succession — one  after  another — either 
in  the  upper  or  lower  lid  ;  and  at  other  times  a  number  may  occur  simul« 
taoeously  in  the  same  lid  and  in  groups,  as  it  were.  In  some  cases 
they  are  said  to  be  congenital.  In  the  commencement  they  are  com* 
monly  not  larger  than  a  small  pea,  and,  usually,  it  is  only  after  a  con-* 
siderable  time  that  they  attain  a  much  greater  magnitude.  Sometimes 
they  reach  the  size  of  a  common  Glbert.  At  times  they  increase  more 
rapidly  than  ordinarily  happens,  and  the  integuments  of  the  lids  covering 
them  become  inflamed  and  of  a  bright  red  color ;  but  not  infrequently 
they  remain  stationary  for  months,  presenting  the  feeling  and  appearance 
of  small,  hard  tubercles,  under  the  skin,  which  retains  its  natural  hue. 
With  respect  to  the  seat  of  these  tumors,  relative  to  the  different  tex- 
tures of  the  eyelids,  it  has  been  observed  that  they  are  generally  much 
nearer  the  surface  of  the  conjunctiva  than  of  the  skin,  and  that  by 
everting  the  lid  they  are  readily  visible,  by  the  yellowish  color  of  their 
contents  seen  ibrougb  the  former  membrane.     According  to  Scarpa, 
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they  oTteo  adhere  so  closely  to  the  conjunctiva,  that  io  attempting  to 
extirpate  thein  by  dividing  the  skin,  there  is  danger  of  piercing  through 
the  eyelid.  For  the  above  reasons,  this  celebrated  surgeon  recom* 
mended  and  adopted  the  method  of  removing  these  tumors  from  tlie 
internal  surface  of  the  eyelid,  by  making  a  superficial  incision  longitudi- 
nally through  the  conjunctiva  and  pressing  out  and  excising  them. 
When,  as  it  sometimes  happens,  during  the  operation,  the  contents  of 
the  tumor  escape  either  in  a  fluid  or  caseous  state,  it  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  separate  the  whole  of  the  cyst  from  the  neighboring  parts, 
for  a  portion  being  removed,  the  remainder  will  be  loosened  and  thrown 
oflf  by  suppuration,  or,  it  may  be,  is  absorbed.  A  slight  inflammatkxi 
and  swelling  of  the  lid  generally  follow  the  operation  performed  in  this 
way,  but,  for  the  roost  part,  nothing  more  is  required  than  warm  (omen- 
tations,  and  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  days  a  permanent  core  is 
effected. 

Mackenzie's  treatment  of  these  tumors  consists  merely  in  everting 
the  affected  lid,  puncturing  the  cyst  freely  with  a  lancet  and  pressing 
out  the  contents.  The  mode  pursued  by  Lawrence,  is  very  similar. 
Those  cases  in  which  the  tumor  is  so  situated  as  to  extend  under  the 
arch  of  the  orbit,  must  present  an  exception  to  the  above  mode ;  to 
which  may  be  added,  those  that  are,  beyond  doubt,  external  to  the  tarsal 
cartilage  of  the  upper  eyelid.  When  they  adhere  to  the  cartilage,  it  is 
better  to  leave  a  portion  of  the  tumor  than  to  remove  or  materially 
injure  any  of  the  tarsus.  When  they  are  complicated  with  derangement 
of  the  digestive  organs,  from  errors  in  diet  or  indulgence  in  the  use  of 
spirituous  liquors,  a  mild  alterative  course  of  blue  pill,  with  preparations 
of  steel  and  bark,  have  been  found  beneficial. 

Although  encysted  tumors  of  the  lids  do  not,  in  general,  excite  pain, 
they  often  occasion  much  inconvenience  and  deformity  :  besides  which, 
as  observed  l^y  Mr.  Middlemore  and  other  writers,  in  some  individuals 
they  induce,  by  their  irritation,  a  tendency  to  serious  and  painful  attacks 
of  inflammation  of  the  eyeball.  The  subjoined  case,  a  sketch  of  which 
I  beg  leave  to  communicate  through  the  columns  of  the  Journal,  seems 
to  be  one  of  this  character. 

John  Maguire,  hand-cartman,  aet.  30,  of  a  light  complexion  and 
light  blue  eyes,  has  been  subject  of  late  to  attacks  of  acute  conjunc- 
tivitis. In  August  last,  he  states  that  he  had  a  stye  form  on  the  lower 
eyelid  of  the  left  side.  Some  time  previous  he  had  a  similar  affection, 
and  this  was  cured  by  the  application  of  a  charm^  which  consisted  in 
pointing  a  thorn  at  the  offending  part  a  given  number  of  times,  and  re- 
peating each  time  a  certain  portion  of  the  catholic  creed.  This,  doubt- 
less, would  be  quite  as  effectual  as  many  of  the  prescriptions  for  this 
common  complaint  that,  even  at  this  day,  stand  high  in  popular  Atot 
and  credence.  The  patient  suffered  but  little  inconvenience  from  the 
reappearance  of  the  hordeolum.  But  early  in  April,  of  the  present 
year,  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  Odin,  he  applied  at  the  Boston  Eye  In- 
firmary, on  account  of  an  encysted  tumor  in  the  lower  lid  of  the  left 
side,  and  also  another  in  the  upper  lid  of  the  same  eye.  That  in  the 
lower  lid  had  suppurated,  as  was  indicated  by  the  'yeUowisb  color  and 
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promineoce  when  the  lid  was  everted.  There  were,  also,  redness  and 
swelling  externally.  There  existed,  besides,  a  considerable  degree  of 
acute  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  of  the  eyeball  and  lids,  with  pain 
and  a  sensation  of  roughness.  He  complained,  likewise,  of  a  feeling  of 
stiffness  and  of  weight  about  the  eyelids.  The  conjunctivitis  was  of  re* 
cent  occurrence,  and  appeared  to  have  arisen  from  the  irritation  occa- 
sioned by  the  enlargement  and  inflamed  state  of  the  tumors.  The  in- 
flammation  of  the  eye  having  been  subdued,  the  lower  eyelid  was 
everted  so  as  to  cause  the  tumor  to  project  as  much  as  possible,  and, 
with  a  hook  and  small  scalpel,  all  the  prominent  part  was  removed  and 
the  lid  returned  to  its  place. 

On  the  second  or  third  day  there  was  more  tumefaction  and  redness 
of  the  lid  ;  at  the  same  time  the  surface  of  the  wound  assumed  a  whitish 
color,  similar  to  what  is  seen  on  the  eyeball  after  operations  for  ptery- 
gium, and  there  was  an  increased  discharge  of  a  purulent  character. 
No  inflammation  of  the  ocular  conjunctiva  occurred.  In  a  few  days,  the 
tumefaction  subsided,  the  wound  gradually  contracted  and  healed,  and 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  cyst  was  removed  by  the  process  of  ab- 
sorption. In  the  month  of  May,  this  patient  had  a  severe  attack  of  in- 
flammation of  the  left  eye,  approaching  to  ophthalmitisy  or  inflammation 
of  both  external  and  internal  tunics.  This  was  attributed  by  the  patient 
to  exposure  to  a  cold  and  damp  atmosphere,  and  it  required  for  its  arrest 
the  most  active  depletion  by  the  lancet. 

Not  long  after  the  subsidence  of  this  attack,  another  tumor  appeared 
in  the  lower  lid,  near  the  site  of  the  former.  Almost  immediately,  it 
became  inflamed  and  swollen,  and  was  attended  with  pain  and  itching, 
and  a  bright  redness  of  the  skin  over  the  tumor.  The  eye  became 
somewhat  irritated  and  uneasy,  and  was  rendered  more  so,  perhaps,  by  the 
exposure  consequent  upon  his  occupation,  which  his  circumstances  did  not 
permit  him  to  neglect.  The  right  eye,  also,  became  somewhat  inflamed 
^and  tearful.  This  condition  of  things  was  not  materially  beneflted  by 
purgatives,  and  topical  bloodletting  could  not  be  resorted  to  freely. 

June  10th.  A  large  portion  of  the  wen-like  tumor  was  removed,  as 
in  the  former  instance,  from  the  internal  surface  of  the  eye-lid.  The 
contents  of  the  cyst  appeared  to  be  of  a  soft  fleshy  nature,  a  part  of 
which  was  removed  with  curved  scissors,  the  hook  not  retaining  any 
hold  on  this  substance.  Not  the  slightest  trouble  followed  the  operation, 
and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks  the  remains  of  the  tumor  had 
disappeared  and  the  eyes  were  restored  to  a  sound  state.  Finally,  the 
small,  hard  tumor  in  the  upper  lid  is  now  scarcely  perceptible.  Whether 
this  result  has  been  hastened  by  the  application  (continued  for  some 
time)  of  the  strong  mercurial  ointment  combined  with  camphor,  I  am 
unable  to  say  ;  but  from  my  own  experience,  I  cannot  attribute  much 
efficacy,  in  these  cases,  to  local  remedies.*  Were  it  necessary,  other 
cases  might  be  cited,  as  evidence  that  the  method  detailed  above  of  re- 

*  On  thia  jnlnt  Scarpa  Mtyt— **  The  frequent  DnsTallfng  Attempts  wbieli  I  bave  made  to  oblaia  a 
resolntlon  of  these  encysted  tumors,  on  their  first  appearance,  by  stimulating  lotions  and  local  merco- 
rlal  frictions,  bai^  eontineed  me  that  the  only  effectual  method  of  curing  the  disease,  Mp«eially 
wbao  It  baa  axiaied  for  some  mooibs,  Is  the  extirpation  of  the  timor." 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


416  CotV'pannip. 

moTing  these  troublesome  little  tumors,  is  effectual,  expeditious  aod  free 
from  danger. 
No.  4  Winter  Street,  July,  1838. 


COW-PARSNIP. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Dear  Sir, — In  this  section  of  country  the  profession  have  always  used 
the  masterwort  as  cow-parsnip,  for  the  cure  of  epilepsy,  on  the  authority 
of  Dr.  J.  Thacher,  who  has  been  considered  orthodox  with  us. 

After  reading  the  communication  in  your  Journal  of  June  6th,  from 
our  venerable  friend  Dr.  O.  Partridge,  on  the  cow-parsnip,  I  was  led  to 
make  some  examination  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut  river  at  this 
place,  to  see  if  I  could  find  the  plant  described  by  him.  I  found  it 
without  difficulty,  and  in  great  plenty,  with  yellow  blossoms,  growing  on 
a  dry,  sandy  bottom.  I  asked  the  proprietor  of  the  soil  if  he  knew  any- 
thing about  the  plant.  He  said  his  mother,  who  was  a  medicine  womanj 
and  came  from  Hadiey,  Mass.,  about  60  years  a£;o,  said  it  was  called  in 
H.  cow-parsnip,  and  was  good  for  fits,  and  that  she  gave  it  to  bis  brother 
who  was  troubled  with  them.  This  agrees  \!^th  Dr.  P.  as  to  the  oame 
in  that  vicinity,  as  I  bislieve  that  Hadiey  and  Hatfield  join. 

I  send  you  two  bundles  of  the  plant,  one  taken  in  June,  while  in 
blossom,  the  other  the  14th  of  this  month,  in  seed.  S.  A.  T.,  of  Cam- 
bridgeport,  can  examine  them  at  your  office,  and  satisfy  himself  as  to 
the  botanical  character,  he.  of  the  plant.  Yours, 

Lyme,  K  fl.,  July  16,  1838.  C.  B.  Hamilton. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    AUGUST    1,    1838. 


ALBANY   MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

Without  knowing  any  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the 
newly  created  medical   institution   in  the  City  of  Albany,  we   can  only 

fuess  it  to  be  properly  and  legally  devised,  from  the  circumstance  that 
^rs.  March,  Armsby  and  others,  whose  names  are  familiar  to  the  pro- 
fession, belong  to  the  board  of  faculty.  Whether  it  is  a  private  enters 
prise,  or  has  been  recently  incorporated,  or  is  connected  with  Union 
College,  we  have  not  ascertained.  Whether  it  is  one  or  the  other,  it  is 
a  matter  of  some  consequence  to  look  into  its  probable  future  prospects. 
In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  medical  school  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
greatly  fallen,  it  is  true,  from  its  first  estate;  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that 
another  is  already  incubating  there  by  the  restless  spirits  in  that  great 
focal  point.  Next,  in  the  new  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  a 
medical  department  has  recently  been  created  and  two  appointments 
made,  with  aYiew  to  commencing  a  regular  course  of  medical  leclurea  in 
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about  one  year  from  November.  At  Fairfield  is  another,  which  is  reallj 
an  old  and  well-patronized  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at  which 
some  of  the  very  best  practitioners  of  physic  and  surgery  in  the  State  of 
New  York  were  educated.  Again,  at  Geneva,  is  a  medical  college, 
having  an  efficient  and  talented  faculty,  and  the  course  of  instruction 
popular  and  judiciously  pursued.  All  these  are  in  the  State  of  New 
Vork.  True,  it  is  an  empire  State  ;  but  the  people  must  do  something 
besides  educate  physicians.  Only  thirty-six  miles  from  Albany,  on  the 
west,  is  Berkshire  Medical  College,  which  has  been  sustained  with  dis- 
tinguished success  for  many  years.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  a 
school  at  Albany  would  either  suffer  from  want  of  nutrition,  or  at  once 
swallow  up  the  other  schools  in  the  neighborhood — which  are  the 
Fairfield,  Geneva,  Berkshire',  Castleton,  and,  perhaps,  Woodstock.  The 
latter,  however,  may  be  considered  rather  beyond  the  reach  of  its  in« 
fluence,  but  the  others  are  not,  and  they  will  not,  probably,'  be  unaffected 
by  the  establishment  of  the  Albany  Medical  College.  At  Rochester, 
also,  there  is  an  incipient  medical  school,  possessing  a  vast  deal  of  latent 
power,  and  the  wonder  is  why  it  has  not  sooner  taken  the  position  that  it 
might  have  had  two  years  ago,  and  which  it  may  have  at  any  momenty 
when  its  nianagers  choose  to  show  its  colors. 

By  the  last  papers,  the  announcenoent  is  made  of  Dr.  David  M.  Reese, 
of  New  York,  to  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice,  at  Albany.  Dr. 
March  has  the  chair  of  Surgery,  and  Dr.  Armsby  that  of  Anatomy.  The 
two  last  named  gentlemen  are  thorough-going,  independent  pioneers — well 
acquainted  with  the  particular  duties  devolving  upon  them  in  their  re^ 
spective  chairs.  Dr.  Armsby  is  indefatigable,  and,  withal,  possesses  aa 
admirable  tact  for  teaching.  We  hope  that  some  competent  person  will 
soon  furnish  an  account  of  the  origin  and  the  ultimate  designs  of  the 
new  institution. 


Jefferson  Medical  College^ — The  Jast  number  of  the  American  Medical 
Library  says  that,  "  Under  the  new  charter  and  organization  of  that  in- 
stitution, all  the  officers  ceased  to  exist  as  such,  except  the  old  trustees^ 
who  were  continued  by  the  new  charter.  It  became,  therefore,  neces- 
sary to  appoint  professors  to  the  vacant  chairs.  All  the  former  ones 
were  accordingly  re-elected  unanimously."  A  hope  is  entertained  that 
the  circtilar  will  be  forthcoming.  The  Jefferson  College  is  spiritedly 
conducted,  and   is,  therefore,  a  favorite  with  us. 


Laceration  oj  the  Iris, — It  must  have  been  a  mistake  in  the  editor  of 
the  American  Medical  Intelligencer — altogether  a  mistake — not  to  have 
given  credit  to  this  Journal  for  the  excellent  article  on  laceration  of  the 
iris,  by  our  correspondent  Dr.  Davenport,  who  is  one  of  the  best  writers 
on  diseases  of  the  eye,  in  the  Northern  States.  Had  we  not  been  at 
the  extra  trouble  of  procuring  a  colored  plate  to  illustrate  the  case  al- 
luded to,  perhaps  there  would  have  been  less  necessity  for  reminding  our 
cotemporary  of  its  remissness,  in  this  instance. 


Remarkable  Case  of  Dropsy, — From  Dr.  Dunglison  we  learn  that  M. 
Borgialli  had  a  patient  who,  being  thin  and  spare  in  habit,  in  her  thirty- 
third  year  suddenly  became  corpulent.    From  grief,  watching,  &c.  she 
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WW  reduced  ia  size,  but  dropsjr  finally  supervened,  and  in  18S9  it  became 
necessary  to  perform  tbe  operation  of  tapping,  and  one  hundred  pounds 
of  water  were  drawn  off.  At  intervals,  up  to  1834,  she  was  tapped  forty- 
five  times.     Ultimately,  this  woman  recovered,  but  not  till  after  the  prodi- 

Sious  quantity  of  four  thounand  fioe  hundred  pounds  of  water  had  been 
rawn  from  her  body  with  a  trochar. 


Dr.  Burdell  on  the  Teeth, — Not  a  single  copy  of  this  popular  essay 
was  on  sale  last  week,  in  Boston.  Mr.  1  icknor  had  calls  for  it,  but  the 
New  York  publishers  had  not  made  any  provision  for  this  market.  As 
a  general  rule,  the  publishers  south  of  Boston  pay  no  sort  of  regard  to 
the  wants  of  medical  readers  at  the  north ;  and  yet  all  Maine,  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont  look  to  Boston,  ordinarily,  for  the  new  works 
on  medicine  and  surgery,  without  reference  to  the  place  of  their  original 
publication. 

Dissections  in  Paris. — It  has  been  assumed  by  a  writer  on  medical  sta- 
tistics, that  as  many  as  one  thousand  to  fourteen  hundred  bodies  are  an- 
nually dissected  in  some  of  the  great  anatomical  theatres  of  Paris.  This 
number  probably  exceeds,  by  more  than  five  hundred,  all  the  dissections 
in  the  United  States  in  the  same  period  of  time.  Although  there  are 
twenty-three  medical  schools  in  operation,  and  two  or  three  new  ones 
about  being  organized,  the  law  of  the  different  States,  with  a  few  honora- 
ble exceptions,  throws  obstacles  in  the  way  of  every  effort  to  increase 
the  stock  of  anatomical  knowledge. 


Plica  Polonica, — There  is  a  very  strikingly-marked  case  of  this  disease 
in  the  London  Hospital,  in  a  German  Jew,  admitted  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Luke,  with  fractured  ribs.  The  plaited  hair  extends  in  two  broad 
bands  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  length  of  between  two  and  three 
feet  on  each  side,  studded  with  pediculi.  The  old  man  appears  to  enter- 
tain a  perfect  veneration  for  these  ornamental  adjuncts  to  his  cranium, 
and  upon  being  questioned  by  Mr.  Luke  as  to  his  willingness  to  allow 
them  to  be  shaved  off,  refused  to  permit  it  even  for  '*  five  tousand 
pounds  ;"  but,  on  a  future  day,  a  little  persuasion  altered  his  determina- 
tion, and  he  was  shorn  of  his  exuberant  locks.  Perhaps  the  knowledge 
that  a  smaller  one  was  rapidly  forming  had  some  share  in  overcoming  his 
scruples.  They  were  immersed  in  spirit  in  order  to  destroy  the  pediculi, 
and  now  adorn  the  museum  of  the  Hospital^  instead  of  forming  a  recep- 
tacle for  the  filth  and  vermin  of  the  old  German's  head. — Lancet, 


Animal  Magnetism, — Dr.  Sigmond,  the  talented  lecturer  on  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics  at  the  Windmill  Street  School  of  Medicine, 
London,  has  joined  the  magnetizers.  Some  interesting  observatioos  on 
the  subject,  with  a  curious  case,  have  been  published  by  him,  from  the 
concluding  part  of  which,  we  copy  the  following. 

'^  It  is  upon  the  respiration  that  my  efforts  are  directed,  and  the  princi- 
ple is  precisely  that  which  is  called  "  stealing  the  breath  away  ;^'  besides 
which,  by  the  undulations  of  the  air  caused  by  the  movements  of  the 
hands,  an  unusual  cold  is  produced,  which  very  much  assists  the  eflbct. 
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The  art  Boema  to  me  to  consist  in  obliging  the  individual  again  to  inspire, 
by  the  nostrils,  the  carbon  he  has  already  expired,  whilst  the  currents  of 
air  caused  by  the  extended  fingers  produce  some  effect  upon  the  facial 
nerves,  thus  inducing  the  eyelids  to  fall  down.  Association  of  ideas  is 
very  strikingly  evinced  by  those  who  have  been  once  magnetised,  for 
then  the  slightest  quantity  of  manipulation  is  necessary  ;  the  patient 
evidently  having  acquired  a  babit  of  inhalation  by  the  nostrils.  It  is 
from  the  centre  of  the  nose  downwards  that  the  effect  is  most  speedily 
induced,  and  the  drawing  of  the  hand  downwards  from  the  brow,  so  as  to 
effect  the  eyes,  I  find  to  be  quite  unnecessary  towards  producing  the 
effect.  I  do  not  consider  the  process  I  have  employed  by  any  means 
perfect ;  and  I  have  little  doubt,  when  the  attention  of  the  profession  is 
drawn  to  the  subject,  that  considerable  improvement  may  result ;  at  the 
same  time  I  am  persuaded  that  the  manipulations  may  be  the  cause  of 
very  great  alarm.     I  have  now  exercised  this  art  upon  nearly  a  hundred 

Cersons,  and  with  very  general  success  in  the  fairer  part  of  creation  ;  I 
ave  quieted  delirium  and  given  sleep  where  it  has  been  for  many  nights 
vainly  solicited.  I  am  very  anxious  that  the  members  of  the  profession 
should  try  the  same  process.  I  think  the  subject  very  well  worthy  inves- 
tigation, and  that  it  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  phenomena  observa- 
ble during  sleep.'' 

First  Medical  Degree  conferred  in  America. — In  the  year  1768,  a 
medical  school  was  commenced  at  New  York,  in  connection  with  Co- 
lumbia College,  in  which  Drs.  Closy,  Bard,  Jones,  Middleton,  Smith 
and  Tenant  constituted  the  faculty.  In  1769,  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
medicine  was  conferred  upoa  Samuel  Kissam  and  Robert  Tucker. .  In 
1770,  Dr.  Tucker  received  the  degree  of  doctor  in  medicine.  This  was 
the  first  time  it  had  ever  been  conferred  in  America.  William  Bull,  son 
of  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  was  the  first  white  person 
born  in  that  State,  and  the  first  American  who  took  the  degree  of  M.D., 
which  he  received  at  Ley  den,  in  1734. 

Medical  MiBceUany, — A  machine  for  setting  fractured  or  dislocated 
bones,  called  an  octeotometer,  has  been  invented  by  Dr.  Heine,  of 
Wurtsburg,  and  exhibited  in  St.  Petersburg. — The  number  of  deaths  in 
the  City  of  Mew  York  for  the  week  ending  Saturday  the  2 1st  ult.,  was 
163,  being  76  less  than  during  the  week  previous. — In  Detroit,  which 
contains  10,000  inhabitants,  only  one  interment  (a  child  two  days  old) 
took  place  during  the  week  ending  July  7th. — The  Legislature  of  New 
Hampshire  has  appropriated  j|^15,000  for  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb— j^l5,000  for  the  Blind^  and  have  appropriated  thirty  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  New  Hampshire  Bank,  the  property  of  the  State, 
to  the  erection  of  an  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  to  be  made  over  to  an  asso- 
ciation formed  for  the  purpose,  whenever  they  shall  exhibit  to  the 
CiOvernor  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  sum  of  $15,000  has  been  raised 
for  the  same  ol^ect  from  other  sources. — Dr.  N.  R.  Smith's  acceptance 
of  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice,  in  the  Transylvania  Medical  School, 
has  been  publicly  announced.  He  will  only  remain  at  Lexington  during 
the  lecture  term. — ^Assistant  Surgeons,  Benjamin  Kins,  Charles  S.  Trip- 
ler,  Philip  Maxwell,  Henry  H.  Heiskill,  Charles  McDougall,  Burton 
Raindall  and  Nathan  S.  Jarvis,  have  been  appointed  Surgeons  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 
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DiBD,— In  South  «Omnge,  Mass.,  Dr.  William  Brooks^— At  New  Odem^a 
consequence  of  a  fall  from  a  window,  Dr.  Quin,  a  native  of  Ireland. 

Whole  aumbar  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  3d.  40.    Males,  19— femsto^fl. 

Con«unipilon,  8-^lnfaniile,  S^^holara  iofantum,  6— cancer  or  the  uterus,  I— cancer  of  ite  biaa, 
1— old  age,  1 — child-bed,  1 — hooping  cough,  1— dropsy,  1— apoplexy,  9— water  in  tiie  d}eft,M 
rtaage  of  the  luug^,  1 — dysentery,  1— brain  fever,  1 — croup,  I— scarlet  fever,  I— stiUbom,  1. 


HARVARD   UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES, 

Toa  Leeturea  will  begin  at  the  College  in  Mason  street,  flrat  Wednesday  io  Nonatat" 
o*cIjcIc,  a.  M.,  and  couiiuue  three  months.  For  a  month  after,  additional  lecturei  wjU  k  pn. 
Dlsfectlons  in  the  Medical  College,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  cooiioaed. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  -  .    ■        .  .  Dr.  J.  C.  Wmv. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by       ....         Dr.  Chavkiis. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  -  -  -         .       Dr.  Bicklov. 

Principlesof  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by        -  -  •  Dr.  G.  Hatw&o. 

Chemistry,  by  ----->.  Dr.  U'lstru. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by        -  -  -  *  -         Dr.  W*u. 

OlrCQlara  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  tiM  Hospital  may  be  had  of  ti»  Deai. 

WALT£KCUANNIJ«G, 
Boston,  July  33,  1838.  Aug  I— tN  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  UMarn. 

INFIRMARY  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  SPINAL  DISTORTIONS, aCB 

FEET,  &c. 

jfi  65  Btiknap  Str9$l,  BoMUm, 
Patibsts  from  a  dlstaaca  can  be  accommodated  with  board  In  the  Immediate  nei|)iborko0rf< 

JOHN  B.  BROWN,  M.O.,  Stfr|B* 

IVe  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treitaeii*^  J<^ 
AflTectiuns,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  kislfMrMm* 
whenever  called  upon. 

George  Hay  ward,  Bdward  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jeflhrti  Mi  BtaiUi 
M.  S.  Pcrrv,  W.  Channing,  George  C.  Slmltuck,  J.  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  VV.  Sin«|,<l««gnrt- 
man,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  fl.  !*«!  Ms.wims. 
Geo.  B.  Ou&ne,  John  Ware,  George  Bartieit,  John  Flint. 

Boston,  August  1,  1^38.  tf. 

BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL  INSTITUTION.  «,  ..^ 

Tmb  annu&l  Course  of  Lectures  for  1838,  in  this  institution,  will  commence  oaili<S3iaA«l* 

(the  lasit  Thurrtday  but  one  in  the  month)  and  continue  thirteen  weeks.  .  .         ^^^^ 

The  pre-requisiies  for  aduiission  to  an  examination  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Msdicipt  M*Jr| 

full  years*  study  under  a  rogulnr  practitioner  of  medicine ;  attendance  on  two  full  coai««oi  qp. 

lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at  this  schufil ;  a  defensible  thesis  on  some  "'"''i^^lLrier. 

with  medical  Science  ;  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  good  aow^'"'^' 

Gentlemen  who  intend   to  prestint  themselves  as  candidates  for  a  Degree  are  partieolan} n** 

to  procure  full  and  formal  ceriiticaies  of  time.  a.fkkxit* 

,  Hy  legalizing  the  i;tttdy  of  Auaioiny,  the  Legislature  of  Masaachusetu  bas  fureJ«M^  »r^ 

Wittirtuperior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy,    it  has  also,  by  this  provision, '.diw  c""*^^ 

guarded  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  from  all  violation. 

Theory. and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by        ---_-.       Hanar  H.  C«ii*«i^*!''' 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by         -       -       -       -       CHB»rafD«»«^  ••!« 

Principles  and  Practice  of  sjurgery,  by         -----       WitLiAj  ?*■»**>  J  q' 

Miileria  Medica  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  by       .       .       -       .        Eliiha  BitncTt,*-  • 

Obstetrics,  by ^Afio  PaUI«^  *^uj,. 

.\uatoiny  and  Physiology,  by        -        -        --..-       Robebt  W*rt».  »^ 

Legal  Medicine,  by UciiBr  HDBi*»»»  ***    ^ 

Fee  for  the  Course  of  Lectures,  $50.    Fee  for  those  who  have  already  attended  tve ^^^J^g^^ 
an  incorporated  medical  srhool,  910.   Graduation  fee,  $18.  Fellows  of  ^^^*''^^^^^\Ss^l^ 
clety,  and  others  wliohave  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  are  admitted  jniw« 
the  lectures.  R.  WATTS,  JR.,  IkaB^tk  *•«*» 

PUUJUU,  Mass.,  90a  Jims,  1&38.  tAugSS 


MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION.  n^b«sl»ft»* 

Th«  subscriber  proposes  to  take  a  few  medical  students,  and  to  connect  a  smtlueBom-^ 
private  e«iablishment  for  the  treatment  of  invalids  and  for  surgical  operations.   He  "TjJ^- 
couvenient  room.i,  and  has  secured  the  necessary  facilities  for  anatomical  *"*l"'r*f*!U,««i (»««•• 
tionSi    His  pupils  will  also  have  the  privilege  of  witnessing  such  interesting  and  loipo||*^\';. 
occur  in  the  private  practice  of  a  country  physician  and  surgeon.  JOSfrun* 

Springfieldt  Januarf,  1838.  Jan.  17.  ^ 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  publlsbed  every  ^^liSlSW 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  «".  "J'JJL  iretkif 
must  be  addressed.^ort-fHiirf.  It  is  aUo  published  ia  Monthly  Partu,  each  P»rt coaial«»l »  g, gj  % 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.Edl«^'rV"„5ipw«i 
ysiirln  advance,  «3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  witfcla  lb«  ^•■'•"'/ffiiisss  < 
every  seventh  copv  ^ati«.— Orders  iVom  a  distance  must  be  ac«onpaatod  by  |iV»*'""" 
•aUsOictoryr6fsrenes.-.FosUf»tlieMiiioMlorANews|m|wr.    ^^ 
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